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PREFACE. 

THE  repeated  definition  of  ancient  records 
and  papers,  by  fire  in  the  town  of  Boflon, 
firft  inclined  me  to  endeavour  the  prefer- 
vation  of  fuch  materials  as  remained  proper  for  an 
hiftory  of  the  Maffachufets  colony.  Many  fuch 
came  to  me  from  my  anceflors,  who,  for  four  fuc- 
ceffive  generations,  had  been  principal  adtors  in  pub¬ 
lic  affairs :  among  the  reft,  a  manufcript  hiftory  of 
Mr.  William  Hubbard,  which  is  carried  down  to 
the  year  1680,  but  after  1650  contains  but  few  fats. 
The  former  part  of  it  has  been  of  great  ufe  to  trie  : 
It  was  fo  to  Dr.  Mather  in  his  hiftory,  of  which 
Mr.  Neale’s  is  little  more  than  an  abridgement.  I 
made  what  colletion  I  could  of  the  private  papers 
of  others  of  our  firft  fettlers,  but  in  this  I  have  not 
had  the  fuccefs  I  defired.  The  defendants  of  fome 
of  them  are  poffeffed  of  many  valuable  letters  and 
other  manufcripts,  but  have  not  leifure  or  inclina¬ 
tion  to  look  into  them  themfelves,  and  yet  will  not 
fuffer  it  to  be  done  by  others.  I  am  obliged  to  no 
perfon  more,  than  to  my  friend  and  brother  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Mather,  whofe  library  has  been 
open  to  me,  as  it  had  been  before  to  the  Reverend 
Mr,  Prince,  who  had  taken  from  thence  the  greateft 
and  moft  valuable  part  of  what  he  had  collected. 
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Several  gentlemen  have  given  us  encourage¬ 
ment  to  expeft  from  them  an  hiftory  of  the  co- 
ony.  Mr.  Piince  gave  us  the  chronology  of  two 
or  tnree  years,  and  there  left  it.  Mr.  Prat,  the 
late  chief  juftice  of  New  York,  has  often  men¬ 
tioned  to  me  his  intention  to  prepare  and  publifh 
fuch  an  hiftory.  Death  has  put  it  out  of  his  power. 
Another  gentleman,  of  the  firft  character  at  the 
bar,  whofe  talents  for  it  will  not  be  called  in  quef- 
fion,  has  propofed  the  fame  thing.  Want  of  lei¬ 
sure  for  it  has  probably  prevented. 

I  am  fenfible  that  whoever  appears  in  print 
fliould  be  able  to  difpofe  his  matter  in  fuch  order, 
and  cloath  it  with  fuch  file  and  language,  as  Dial! 
not  only  inform  but  delight  the  reader";  therefore 
I  would  willingly  have  delivered  over  every  thinf 
I  have  collected  to  a  perfon  of  genius  for  fuch  a 
work.  But  feeing  no  profpedl  of  its  being  done  by 
any  other,  I  engaged  in  it  mylelf;  being  very  loth, 
that  what  had  coft  me  fome  pains  to  bring  together, 
ihould  be  again  fcattered  and  utterly  loft?  ° 

I  am  fenfible  of  many  defedls  in  this  per¬ 
formance,  and  that  it  ftands  in  need  of  all  the 
apologies  I  am  capable  of  making  for  it.  It  can¬ 
not  be  expedted  that  the  affairs  of  a  colony  fhould 
afford  much  matter,  interefting  or  entertaining 
to  the  world  in  general.  I  write  for  the  fake 
of  my  own  countrymen,  and  even  to  many  of  them- 
I  expedt  fome  fadls  will  be  thought  of  too  little 
importance  ;  and  yet  I  have  omitted  many  fuch  as 
have  been  judged  proper  for  the.  prefs  by  former 

hiftorians. 
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hiftoiians.  In  general,  we  are  fond  of  knowing 
the  minutiae  which  relate  to  our  own  anceftors. 
There  are  other  fads,  which,  from  the  nature  of 
them,  will  afford  but  a  dull  and  heavy  narration. 
My  chief  defign  is  to  fave  them  from  oblivion. 

All  hiftorians  profefs  a  facred  regard  to  truth. 
I  have  found  fome  difficulty  in  guarding  againft 
every  degree  of  prejudice,  in  writing  the  hiftory  of 
my  own  country.  I  hope,  by  fhunning  one  extreme, 
I  have  not  run  upon  the  other. 

The  Maffachufets  colony  may  be  confidered  as 
the  parent  of  all  the  other  colonies  of  New- Eng¬ 
land.  There  was  no  importation  of  planters  from 
England  to  any  part  of  the  continent,  northward 
of  Maryland,  except  to  the  Maffachufets,  for  more 
than  fifty  years  after  the  colony  began.  In  the 
firft  ten  years,  about  twenty  thoufand  fouls  had  ar¬ 
rived  in  the  Maffachufets.  Since  then,  it  is  fup- 
pofed  more  have  gone  from  hence  to  England  than 
have  come  from  thence  hither.  Maffachufets- 
Bay,  New-Hampfhire,  Connedicut,  and  Rhode- 
Ifland,  at  this  day,  probably  contain  five  hundred 
thoufand  fouls.  A  furprifing  increafe  of  fubjeds 
of  the  Britifh  crown  ! 


Barbados  and  the  leeward  iflands  owed  very 
much  of  their  growth  to  the  fupplies  of  lumber, 
hories  and  provifions,  with  which  they  were  fur- 
nifhed,  at  the  beginning  of  their  fettlements,  from 
this  colony,  in  as  great  plenty  as  they  defired. 
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iie  addition  of  wealth  and  power  to  Great 
Bntam,  in  confequence  of  this  fir  ft  emigration  of 
om  anceftors,  exceeds  all  expectation.  They  left 

;!'r"atlVe  TTtXy  Wlth  the  ftrongeft  Frances 
that  they  and  their  poftenty  Should  enjoy  the  privi¬ 
leges  of  free  natural  horn  English  fubjeCts.  May 
the  wealth  and  power  of  Britain  Still  increafe  in 
proportion  to  the  increafe  of  her  colonies:  may 
tnole  privileges  never  be  abufed ;  may  they  be 
preserved  inviolate  to  the  lateft  posterity.' 
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CHAP.  I. 

The  Hiftory  of  the  Colony  of  Maffachufets- 
Bay ,  from  the  firft  Settlement  until  the 
Year  1660. 

v 

THE  difcovery  of  America  by  Columbus,  and  of 
the  northern  continent  by  the  Cabots,  in  the  15th 
century,  and  the  feveral  voyages  of  Englifh  and 
French,  in  the  16th,  I  pafs  over,  and  begin  with  the 
voyage  made  by  Bartholomew  Gofnold,  an  Englilbman, 
in  the  year  1602,  to  that  part  of  North  America  fince  cal- 1  ^02 
led  New-England.  It  is  not  certain  that  any  European 
had  been  there  before.  Hackluit  mentions  the  landing  of 
fome  of  Sir  H.  Gilbert’s  men  upon  fome  part  of  the  con¬ 
tinent  *,  but,  it  is  probable,  that  was  farther  eaft ward,  upon 

what  is  now  called  Nova-Scotia.  Gofnold  landed  firft  on 
the  eaftern  coaft,  which  he  calls  Mavofhen  *.  After  fome 
commerce  with  the  natives,  he  failed  fouthward*,  and  land¬ 
ed  upon  one  of  the  iflands  called  Elizabeth  iflandsf .  Ide 
gave  them  that  name  in  honour  to  (^Elizabeth,  who  was 
living  when  he  left  England,  and  they  have  retained  it 
ever  fince.  He  built  a  fort,  and  intended  a  fettlement 
upon  the  ifland,  or  the  continent  near  it;  but  he  could 
not  perfuade  h:s  people  to  remain  there,  and  they  all  re¬ 
turned  to  England  before  winter  J. 

*  About  43  degrees  North. 

X  A  little  Southward  of  Cape  Cod.  Tie  fzlvq  >Vs  name  alfo  to 
Martha’s  Vineyard.  Jh. 

t  I  bis  i  iuppofe  is  what  JofTelyn,  and  no  other  author,  calls  the 
fir  ft  colony  of  New-Plimouth,  for  he  fays  it  was  begun  in  1602,  and 
pear  Narraganfet  bay. 
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1603  In  1603,  De  Monts  obtained  a  patent  from  Henry  the 
4th  of  trance,  for  all  the  country,  from  the  40th  to  the 

1604  46th  degree,  by  the  name  of  Cadie  or  Acadie.  In  1604 
De  Monts  ranged  along  the  fea  coaft,  from  St.  Lawrence  to 
Cape  Cod,  and  to  the  louth  of  it.  He  went  far  up  Kene- 
beck  river,  and  into  divers  other  rivers,  bays  and  harbours  §. 

1606  .  In  1606,  King  James,  the  firft,  granted  all  the  con¬ 
tinent,  from  34  to  45  degrees  ;  which  he  divided  into 
two  colonies,  viz.  the  Southern,  or  Virginia,  to  certain 
merchants  of  London  *,  the  Northern,  or  New  England, 
to  merchants  of  Plymouth. 

1607  In  1607,  fome  of  the  patentees  of  the  Northern  colony 
began  a  fettlement  at  Sagahedoc.  They  laid  the  plan  of 
a  great  ftate||.  The  prefident  died  the  firft  winter,  which 
was  extreme  cold.  Sir  John  Popharn  his  brother,  the 
great  promoter  of  the  defign,  and  Sir  John  Gilbert  the 
admiral’s  brother,  died  the  fame  year  in  Europe,  and  the 

1605  next  year,  1608,  the  whole  number  which  furvived  the 
winter  returned  to  England.  Their  defign  of  a  planta¬ 
tion  was  at  an  end.  Both  Engliftt  and  French  continued 
their  voyages  to  the  coaft,  fome  for  fifhing,  and  fome  for 
trade  with  the  natives  *,  and  fome  feeble  attempts  were 
made,  by  the  French,  towards  plantations,  but  they  were 

1613  routed  by  the  Englifh  in  1613.  There  was  no  fpirit  in  the 
people  of  either  nation  for  colonizing.  Favourable  ac¬ 
counts  were  publifhed  of  the  continent,  by  Capt.  Smith 
and  others ;  but  who  would  remove,  and  fettle  in  fo  re¬ 
mote  and  uncultivated  a  part  of  the  globe,  if  he  could  Jive 
tolerably  at  home*?  The  country  would  afford  no  im- 

§  He  did  not  go  into  the  Maffachufets  bay,  but  {truck  over  from 
fome  part  of  the  eailern  Ihore  to  Cape  Ann,  and  fo  to  Cape  Cod,  and 
failed  further  fouthward.  Champ. 

||  The  following  perfpns  were  fent  over  to  begin  the  colony,  George 
Popharn,  prefident;  Rawleigh  Gilbert,  admiral;  Edward  Harlow, 
mailer  of  the  ordnance  ;  Robert  Davies,  ferjeant  major  ;  Ellis  Beit,  mar’ 
{ha!;  -  Seai  n.  Secretary  ;  James  Davies  commander  of  the  fort ; 

Gome  Carew,  ieiifccher;  and  about  one  hundred  commonalty. 

Qnis  porro,  prteter  pericu'um  horridi  &  ignoti  maris,  Afia  aufc 
Africa  «ut  Italia  relida,  Germanium  peteret  informem  terris,  afperam 
c-i'O,  ti idem  cultu  afpeblucj;  nifi  fi  patria  fit,  Tac.  de  mor.  Germ. 

mediate 
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mediate  fubfiflance,  and  therefore  was  not  fit  for  indigent 
perfons.  Particular  perfons  or  companies  would  have 
been  difcouraged,  from  fupporting  a  colony,  by  the  long 
continued  expence  and  outfet,  without  any  return f.  No 
encouragement  could  be  expedled  from  the  public.  The 
advantages  of  commerce  from  the  colonies  were  not  then 
forefeen,  but  have  been  fince  learned  by  experience.  Vir¬ 
ginia  in  its  infancy  was  ftruggling  for  life  ;  and  what  its 
fate  would  have  been,  if  the  fathers  of  it  in  England  had 
not  feen  the  rife  and  growth  of  other  colonies  near  it,  is 
uncertain  God  in  his  providence  bringeth  good  out  of 
evil.  Bigotry  and  blind  zeal  prevailed,  among  chriftians 
of  every  fed  or  profeffion.  Each  denied  to  the  other, 
what  all  had  a  right  to  enjoy,  liberty  of  confcience.  To 
this  we  mull  afcribe,  if  not  the  fettlement,  yet  at  lead 
the  prefent  flourifhing  date  of  North  America.  Perfecu- 
tion  drove  one  Mr.  Robinfon  and  his  church  from  Eng¬ 
land  to  Holland,  about  the  year  1 608.  They  dayed  about 
a  year  ac  Amderdam,  and  then  removed  to  Leyden.  In 
1617  they  began  to  think  of  removing  to  America.  They  1617 
laid  great  drefs  upon  their  peculiar  tenets,  but  this  did  not 
leflen  their  regard  to  morality.  The  manners  of  the 
Dutch  were  too  licendous  for  them.  Their  children 
left  them-,  fome  became  foldiers,  and  others  bailors,  in  the 
Dutch  fervice.  In  a  few  years  their  poderity  would  have 
been  Dutch,  and  their  church  extinct.  They  were  at  a 
lofs  whether  to  remove  to  Guiana  *  or  to  Virginia,  but  the 
majority  were  in  favour  of  the  latter.  The  Dutch  la¬ 
boured  to  perfuade  them  to  go  to  Hudfon’s  river  and 

f  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  and  Capt.  Mafon  fpent  twenty  thoufand 
pounds  each,  in  attempts  for  fettlement,  and  each  of  them  thought  it 
advifeable  to  give  over  their  defigns  and  fit  down  with  the  lofs. 

J  Whether  Britain  would  have  had  any  colonies  in  America  at  this 
day,  if  religion  had  not  been  the  grand  inducement,  is  doubtful. 

One  hundred  and  twenty  years  had  pafTed,  from  the  difcovery  of  the 
northern  continent  by  the  Cabots,  without  any  fuccefsful  attempt. 

After  repeated  attempts  had  failed,  it  feems  Lfs  probable  that  any 
(hould  undertake  in  fuch  an  affair,  than  it  would  have  been  if  no  at¬ 
tempt  had  been  maefe. 

*  Sir  Walter  Rawleigh  had  raifed  the  fame  of  Guiana  about  thistime. 
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fettle  under  their  Weft-India  company  ;  but  they  had  not 
J°ft  th  ir  affe&ion  for  the  Englifh,  and  chofe  to  be  under 
their  government  and  protection.  They  applied  to  the 
Virginia  company  for  a  patent  for  part  of  the  country. 
To  lender  it  probable  that  their  undertaking  would  not, 
like  ah  former,  be  abortive,  they  gave  among  others  thefe 
Ipecial  realons :  That  they  were  well  weaned  from  the 

delicate  milk  of  their  mother  country,  and  inured  to  the 
difficulties  of  a  ftrange  land.  That  they  were  knit  toge¬ 
ther  in  a  ftridt  and  iacred  bond,  by  virtue  of  which  they 
held  themfeives  bound  to  take  care  of  the  good  of  each 
other,  and  of  the  whole.  That  it  was  not  with  them  as 
with  Other  men,  whom  fmall  things  could  difeourasre,  or 
fmall  difeontents  caufe  to  wifii  themfeives  at  home  again. 3> 
The  Virginia  company  were  very  much  pleafed  with  the 
application,  and  fome  of  the  chief  of  them  addreffed  the 
Ring  to  grant  the  petitioners  liberty  in  religion,  under  the 
great  feal ;  but  this  was  refufed.  Fie  promifed  to  connive, 
and  not  moleft  them ;  but  this  would  not  do  for  them  at 
tivit  time.  I  hey  laid  afide  thedefign  for  that  year.  In 
16191619  they  renewed  their  application  ,and  refolved  to 
venture,  tho’  they  could  not  have  a  fpecial  grant,  from 
the  King,  cf  liberty  of  confcience.  They  hoped  their 
remote  fituation  would  put  them  out  of  danger  of  theec- 
clefiaihcal  coui  ts.  T.  he  affairs  of  the  Virginia  company 
were  in  gieat  confufion,  and  it  was  the  latter  end  of  the 
year  before  the  patent  was  granted.  It  was  taken  out, 
under  the  company’s  feal,  to  John  Wincob.  He  lived  in 
the  family  of  the  Countefs  of  Lincoln,  and  not  removing 
with  die  reft,  they  never  took  any  benefit  from  the  patent? 

Mr.  Wefton  and  other  merchants  of  London  engaged,  fome 

to  adventure  then  money,  and  fome  to  goover  witfrthem. 

1  hey  therefore  made  the  neceffary  preparations,  and  in 
1 620  J  uly  1620  the  principal  of  thenV  went  over  to  South- 
hampton,  where  two  ffiips  were  ready  to  take  them  on 
board.  They  failed  the  beginning  of  Augufl,  but  were 
obliged,  repeatedly,  to  put  back,  andtoleave  one  of  their 
Ihips  behind,  with  part  of  their  company  at  laft.  They  in¬ 
tended 


/ 
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tended  for  Hudfon’s  river  or  the  coaft  near  to  it;  but  the  1620 
Dutch  had  bribed  their  pilot,  and  he  carried  them  farther 
northward,  fo  that  they  fell  in  about  Cape  Cod,  and  arri¬ 
ved  in  that  harbour  the  nth  of  November.  The  har¬ 
bour  is  good,  but  the  country  is  fandy  and  barren.  This 
was  difcouraging,  but  it  was  too  late  in  the  year  to  put  to 
fea  again.  They  coafted  about,  in  their  boat,  until  they 
found  a  place  more  agreeable  to  them  for  a  plantation, 
though  not  fo  good  a  harbour.  Here  they  brought  their 
lhip,  and  determined  to  take  up  their  abode.  They  gave 
it  the  name  of  New-Plimouth.  Capt.  Smith  happened 
to  give  the  name  of  Plimouth  to  the  lame  place,  in  1614. 

A  very  circumftantial  account  ot  the  beginning  and  pro- 
grefs  of  this  colony,  wrote  by  Mr.  Edward  Window,  one 
of  the  principal  undertakers,  is  to  be  found  among 
Purchafe’s  colledions*. 

The  projed,  of  feeding  America,  revived  again,  and  a 
new  patent  was  granted,  bearing  date  Nov.  3d,  1620;  in¬ 
corporating  the  adventurers  to  the  northern  colony,  by  the 
name  of  the  Council  for  the  affairs  of  New-England;  the 
bounds  of  the  country  were  expreffed,  between  40  and 
48  deg.  N.  ;  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  and  Capt.  John 
Mafon  were  two  of  the  moft  adive  members  of  this 
council.  All  the  fea  coaff,  at  one  time  or  other,  has  been 
granted  or  pretended  to  be  granted  by  this  council,  and 
fome  parts  feveral  times  over,  partly  from  defeds  in  form 
in  preceding  grants,  and  partly  from  unacquaintednefs 
with  the  geography  of  the  country.  The  firft  grant, 
within  the  bounds  of  the  Maffachufets,  was  obtained  by 
Mr.  Wefton,  who  in  the  fummerof  1622,  fent  over  two  1622 
Chips  with  50  or  60  men,  to  begin  a  plantation  at  Weffa- 
guffet,  fmee  called  Weymouth.  They  were  fickly  when 
they  arrived,  and  received  neceffaries  and  refrefhmentfrom 
their  neighbours  at  New-Plimouth.  They  were  a  diffo- 
lutecrew,  foon  brought  themfelves  to  poverty,  then  rob¬ 
bed  the  Indians  and  offered  other  abufes  to  them.  The 
Indians  made  their  complaints  to  the  colony  of  New-Pli- 

*  In  1629  they  obtained  a  patent  from  the  Council  of  Plimouth. 
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i622moutn;  but  the  abufes  continuing,  the  next  year  they 
3aid  a  plot  for  the  deftruftion  of  all  Wefton’s  company  1> 
I  he  plot  was  difcovered  to  the  New-Plimouth  people, 
who  fent  home  of  their  men  and  prevented  the  execution 
of.  it,  by  the  furprizal  of  thole  who  were  to  be  the 
piincipal  adtors.  Mr.  Wefton  coming  over  to  vifit  his 
plantation,  was  caft  away  in  Ipfwich  bay,  and  ftripped  by 
the  Indians  of  every  thing  but  his  fhirt.  Being  thus 
rendered  incapable  of  affording  any  relief  to  his  colony. 
It  came  to  an  end,  alter  one  year’s  continuance. 

Captain  Robert  Gorges  obtained  a  patent  from  the 
council  of  Plimouth  dated  Dec.  13,  1622,  10  miles  in 

breadth,  and  30  miles  into  the  land,  on  the  northeaft  fide 
of  Malfachufets  bay.  This  was  loofe  and  uncertain,  and 
no  ufe  ever  made  of  it~f.  He  was  fon  to  Sir  Ferdinando, 
and  employed  by  the  council,  in  i623,aslieutenant-general, 
to  reftrain  interlopers  and  regulate  all  affairs.  He  made 
fome  attempts  to  revive  Wefton’s  plantation,  but  returned 
home,  the  fame  year,  without  fuccefs.  Francis  Weft  came 
the  fame  year,  as  Vice-Admiral,  but  made  no  flay.  The 

t  ft  vvas  this  plantation,  which  gave  occauon  to  the  author  of  Hu- 
dibras  to  make  merry  with  Nevv-England  in  general,  for  hanging  a 
bed  rid  weaver,  inlicad  of  a  ufeful  cobler.  The  Plimouth  people, 
their  neighbours,  allowed  that  there  was  fome  foundation  for  the 
flory.  Several  had  been  concerned  in  a  theft.  The  Indians  infilled 
that  the  ringleader  fhould  be  put  to  death.  They  hanged  one,  who 
waslefs  culpable  and  not  like  to  live,  in  his  Head.  Others  fay  they 
deceived  the  Indians,  and  hanged  up  one  who  died,  of  ficknefs  or 
famine,  a  little  while  before.  Hubbard . 

f  Robert  Gorges  conveyed  his  title  to  Sir  William  Brierton,  who 
afterwards  became  an  adventurer  in  the  Maflachufets  corporation.  He 
acquainted  the  company,  that  he  did  not  intend  toconteft  with  them, 
but  defired  a  proportionable  quantity  of  land  might  be  affigned,  for 
the  accommodation  of  his  people  and  fervants*  They  gave  him  a 
very  refpe&ful  anfwer,  but  declined  acknowledging  his  "title  by  any 
capitulation.  They  promifed  him  land  fufficienc  for  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  his  defign,  but  he  mull  take  it  as  one  of  the  company,  &c. 
MaJJ.  Records,  Feb.  10,  1629.  When  the  new  charter  in  1691  was 
preparing,  one  Mr-.  Levet,  as  heir  at  law  to  Sir  William,  laid  in  a 
claim  to  the  lands  contained  in  this  grant,  but  it  met  with  no  counte¬ 
nance  from  the  committee  of  Council.  M.  S, 

Earl 
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Earl  of  Warwick  had  a  patent  for  Mafiachulets  bay  about 
the  fame  time,  but  the  bounds  are  not  known. 

In  1624,  Lyford,  the  minifter  of  New-Plimouth,  and  1624 
one  John  Oldham,  Birred  up  a  faftion  there,  and  were 
banifhed  that  colony.  They  began  a  fettlement  at  Nan- 
tafket.  The  fame  year,  fome  perlbns,  belonging  to  Dor- 
chefter  in  England,  fent  over  filhermen  and  made  necef- 
fary  provifion  for  a  fifhery  at  Cape-Ann,  and  Roger 
Conant§,  who,  with  John  Oldham,  had  left  Plimouth, 
and  removed  with  the  reft  to  Nantafket,  was  appointed 
their  overfeer.  A  grant  was  made  by  one  of  the  Gorges, 
it  is  not  faid  which,  to  Oldham  and  others,  of  part  of 
Maffachiifets  bay,  which  occafioned  fome  difpute  between 
them  and  the  Maftachufets  grantees  *. 

In  1625,  one  Capt.  Wollafton,  with  about  30  perfons  1625 
began  a  plantation  near  Wefton’s.  They  gave  it  the  name 
of  Mount  Wollafton.  It  was  known  by  that  name  fome 

§  He  lived  until  about  1680,  and  died  at  Beverly  in  the  county  of 
Efiex.  He  is  always  fpoken  of,  as  a  perfon  of  worth.  The  fuperior 
condition  of  the  perfons  who  came  over  with  the  charter,  caft  a  (hade 
upon  him,  and  he  lived  in  obfcuriry.  There  are  feveral  of  his  de¬ 
fendants  remaining.  Some  of  diftm&ion,  in  the  colony  of  Conne&t- 
cut.  Governor’s  ifland  in  Bofton  harbour,  was  called  Conant’s  ifland. 

*  'At  the  end  of  the  firft  book  of  records  of  deeds  for  the  county  of 
Suffolk,  is  the  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  company  in  England  to  Capt. 

John  Endicott,  dated  Gravefend,  27th  April,  1629,  in  the  clofe  of 
which  is  thus  written. 

c<  I  finde  Mr.  Oldham’s  graunt  from  Mr.  Gorge,  is  to  him  and 
John  Dorrell,  for  all  the  lands  within  Mattachufett  bay,  betwene 
Charls  river  and  Aboufett  river,  containing  in  length,  by  a  ftraight  line. 

5  miles  up  the  faid  Charls  river  into  the  maine  land,  north  weft  from 
the  border  of  the  faid  bay,  including  all  creeks  and  poynts  by  the 
way  ;  and  3  miles  in  length,  from  the  mouth  of  the  aforefaid  river  of 
Aboufett,  up  into  the  maine  land,  upon  a  ftraight  line  fouth  weft,  in¬ 
cluding  all  creeks  and  ponds  ;  and  all  the  land,  in  breadth  and  length, 
betwene  the  forefaid  rivers,  with  all  prerogatives,  royal  mines  ex¬ 
cepted.  The  rent  referved,  is  12^.  on  every  100  acres  of  land  that 
fhall  be  ufed.  William  Blackfton,  clerk,  and  William  Jeffrys,  gent, 
authorifed  to  put  John  Oldham  in  pofleffion.  Having  a  fight  of  their 
graunt,  this  I  found,  tho’  f  hold  it  voyde  in  law,  yet  his  claime  being 
to  this,  you  may,  in  your  difcrefion,  prevent  him,  by  caufing  fome 
to  take  pofteftion  of  the  chief  part  thereof.” 
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‘  025Braintr^er’  f ' "l  *1  ,ength?  the  name  was  loft  in  that  of 
/  f  ee’  w^lch  town  it  is  a  part  +.  No  mention  is 

kn  w  Prat 'nC  “  Wollafton-  °ne  Mo«on,  of  Furnival’s 
■  ,  was  of  this  company.  He  was  not  left  in  command, 

of  mTI'w  ,^m3ke  bimfelf  changed  the  name 
free  er%T°  00  t0,  Merr7  Mount,  fet  all  the  fervants 

until  ™y'P °kJ  ?nd  llVed  a  life  of  diffipation, 

Z'f  ?°Cu’  lntenned  for  trade’  was  confumed.  He 

Mniri  WU^  furn,,fhin§  the  Indian!  with  guns  and 
ammunition,  and  teaching  them  the  ufe  of  them.  At 

aTulns  T' madC  h,!mleif  10  obnoxious  t0  the  planters  in 
Piimn  ri  f  ’  the‘r  Seneral  defire,  the  people  of  New- 
nnri  rs  t'f6  "im  by  30  armed  force’  and  confined  him, 

planters  at  Winfimet  aoout  the  fame  time,  who  probably 
removed  tnere  from  fome  of  the  other  plantations.  Thi( 
Is  a  *  tbe  account  we  have  of  any  fettlements,  orattemuts 
xcji  lecdements  in  the  Maflachufets  bay,' until  the  year 
i6z7-  Mr.  White,  the  minifter  of  Dorchefter,  had^en- 

Fn"Tf5  C°"aRt  and  his  company  to  remain  in  New- 
-  j°  d’  and  promifed  them  men,  provifions,  &c. 

1027  In  1627  March  19,  the  Council  of  Piimouth  foid  to 

TohAIH  7  R?We  r  Kir-fehj-YoUng’  Thotms  Southcoar, 
John  FHmphry  John  Endicot,  and  Simon  Whetcomb, 

who  lived  about  Dorchefter  in  England,  their  heirs  and 

tH  ft  nd’  f'T  ParC  °f  New-En§land,  three  miles  to  . 
t.it  fouth  or  Charles  river,  and  three  miles  north  of  Merri¬ 
mack  river,  from  the  Atlantickto  the  South  Sea.  All 
the  lelTer  grants  which  have  been  mentioned  within  thofc 
iiniis  (the  ietoement  of  the  country  being  entirely  ne- 
g  eded  by  the  grantees)  were,  without  doubt,  looked 
upon  to  be  forfeited  or  void.  The  conditions  or  teror 
01  none  of  them  appear  at  this  day.  It  is  very  likely, 

fJLZnft  rtn  !ar  hil)Fr  hi<ih  Caufed  the  name  of  Mount,  is  in  th? 
aim  01  J°hn  ^mcy>  E%  late  one  of  the  council  for  the  province! 
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the  three  perfons,  firft  named  in  this  grant,  had  nothin?  16;- 
more  in  view  by  the  purchafe,  than  a  fettlement  for  trade  ' 
with  the  natives,  or  for  fiffiery,  or  other  advantageous 
purpofes.  As  foon  as  a  colony  for  religion  was  pro* 
jedted,  we  hear  no  more  of  them  *.  The  ocher  three 
remained*  IVIr.  White  managed  a  treaty,  between  Sir 
Richard  Saltonftall,  Matthew  Cradock  and  John  Venn, 
Efquires,  and  divers  others  in  and  about  London,  and 
the  original  patentees.  A  purchafe  was  made,  and  the 
fame  fummer  IVIr.  Endicot "}“»  one  of  the  original  paten¬ 
tees,  was  fent  over  to  Naumkeak  with  planters  and  fer- 
vants,  and  all  the  affairs  of  the  colony  committed  to  his 
care.  The  patent,  from  the  council  of  Plimouth,  ^ave 
a  good  right  to  the  foil,  but  no  powers  of  government 
A  royal  charter  was  neceffary.  This  paffed  the  feals’ 
March  4,  1628.  Matthew  Cradock  was  appointed  the  162$ 
nrft  governor,  and  Thomas  Golie,  deputy  °overnor 
Two  days  before,  March  2d,  fome  affairs  of  the  colony 
requiring  it,  there  had  been  a  meeting  of  the  company, 
at  which  both  governor  and  deputy  are  named  as  fuch. 

1  he  day,  for  the  annual  eledfion  cf  officers  by  charter. 


.  Some  of  ‘he  Penpal  of  the  liberal  fpeakers  in  parliament,  be¬ 
ing  committed  to  the  tower,  others  to  other  prifons,  this  took  away 
all  hope  of  reformation  of  church  government  from  manv  not  affeft- 
ing  ep.fcopal  jurifdiaion,  nor  the  ufual  p  raft  ice  of  the  common  prat  crs 
of  the  Church  thereof  there  were  feveral  forts,  though  not  alrecino- 
among  themfelves,  yet  all  of  like  diflike  of  thofe  particulars.  °  Some 

made6  ’  7  aV°'d  what  they  found  themfelves  iubjeft  to. 

nf  N  F  f  ihea  fne‘’ds,t0  Procure>  from  the  council  for  theJ  affairs 
of  New  England,  to  fettle  a  colony  within  their  limits  —In  a  ve  v 

£  aUaftT  °r  Pe°?,!e’  °!  a‘l  f°rts’  flocked  thither  i"  heap’s'; 
that,  at  laft,  it  was  efpecially  ordered  by  the  King’s  command  that 

none  Ihould  be  fuffered  to  go  without  licence ;  fo  that,  what  I  lorn. 

there*  £  £"  1  C0U>d  7diy  any  for  monev  to  rcf.de 

+  H  isinir  m  r0Ug  7JS't  Ferd-  GorS‘s  Hifl-  of  Nek.-Er.gLna. 
f  His  mltruftions  were  dated  London,  M.y  ,0  1628  and  htmed 

lof-nh  r  y’  nG  Se  ^70n’  Samuel  Alderfley,  Thomas  Stevens, 
ki  "  CaXd°nAT  °ma£ebb>  Increafe  Nowell.  Hugh  Peters,  John 
dJld  &JL  ,3  f'“  N.«»k..k  w„a 


being; 
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being  the  laft  Wednefday  in  Eafter  term,  cn  the  13th  of 
1628  May  1628,  Mr.  Cradock  was  chofen  governor  by  the 
company,  and  Mr.  GofFe  deputy  governor,  and  Sir 
Richard  Saltonftall,  Ifaac  Johnfon,  Samuel  Alderley, 
John  Venn,  John  Humfrey,  Simon  Whetcomb,  In¬ 
ert  ale  Noweii,  Richard  Perry,  Nathanael  Wright,  Sa¬ 
muel  Vaffall,  Theophilus  Eaton,  Thomas  Adams,  Tho¬ 
mas  Hutchins,  George  Foxcroft,  William  VafTali,  Wil¬ 
liam  Pincheon,  John  Pocock,  and  Chriftopher  Coulfon, 
affiftants.  William  Burgis  was  chofen  fecretary,  in  the 
room  of  John  Wafhburne.  At  this  court  it  was  deter¬ 
mined,  that  every  one  of  the  company,  who  had  fub- 
feribed  fifty  pounds,  fhould  have  200  acres  of  land  af- 
figned,  and  in  proportion  for  a  greater  or  lefftr  lum  as 
the  firft  dividend.  The  names  of  all  the  adventurers, 
and  the  fums  fubferibed,  were  fent  over  to  Mr.  Endi- 
cot,  who  was  appointed  their  governor  in  the  plantation. 
A  fecond  embarkation,  of  planters  and  fervants,  had 
been  determined  at  a  meeting  April  30,  to  be  made  with 
all  fpeed  *.  Four  minifters  were  provided.  1  hree  of 
them,  Francis  Higginion,  Samuel  Skelton,  and  Francis 
Bright,  were  readily  accepted  by  the  company,  and  had 
all  due  encouragement  promifed  them  *,  the  fourth,  Ralph 
Smith,  was  required  to  give  under  his  hand,  that,  he  would 
not  exercife  his  miniftry  within  the  limits  of  the  patent 
without  the  exprefs  leave  of  the  governor  upon  the  fpot  +. 

*  Mr.  Endicot  fent  three  brethren,  Ralph,  Richard  and  William 
Sprague,  to  explore  the  country  weftward.  Between  Mi  flick  and 
Charles  rivers  they  find  a  body  of  Indians  fettled,  called  Aberginians, 
and  one  Englilh  houfe,  thatched  and  pofleffed  by  Thomas  Walford,  a 
fmith.  The  Indian  name  cf  the  neck  was  Mifhawun,  now  Charles¬ 
town.  The  firll  travellers,  with  the  Con  fent  of  the  Indians,  took  up 
their  abode  there.  Some  of  their  poftericy  remain  there,  and  in  other 

parts  of  the  colony  to  this  day. 

'S'  Mr.  Bright,  one  of  thele  minifters,  is  faid,  by  Hubbard,  to  have 
been  a  conform  iff.  He  went.  Icon  after  his  arrival,  to  Charleftown, 
and  tarried  about  a  year  in  the  country.  Mr.  Smith  feems  to  have 
been  of  the  feparation  in  England,  which  occafioned  the  caution  ufed 
with  hin  .  He  was  a  little  while  at  Nantafket,  and  went  from  thence 
to  Plimouth,  where  he  was  their  miniiter  feveral  years. 

Five 
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Five  (hips  were  provided  for  this  embarkation.  Mr.  1628 
Higginfon  fays  in  his  journal,  that  he  failed  from  the 
Ifle  of  Wight  the  nth  of  May,  and  arrived  at  Cape- 
Ann  the  27th  of  June,  and  at  Naumkeag  the  29th. 
They  found  at  Naumkeag  about  100  planters,  8  houfes, 
befides  a  fair  houfe  built  for  Mr.  Endicot.  The  old 
and  new  planters  together  were  about  300,  of  which, 
too  removed  to  Charleftown,  where  there  was  a  houfe 
built;  the  red  remained  at  Salem.  Mr.  Endicot  had 
corresponded  with  the  fettlers  at  Plimouth,  who  fatis- 
fied  him,  that  they  were  right  in  their  judgments  of  the 
outward  form  of  worfhip,  being  much  like  to  that  of 
the  reformed  churches  in  France,  & c  J.  On  the  20th 
of  July,  Mr.  Higginfon  and  Mr.  Skelton,  after  fading 
and  prayer,  were  fird  elected  by  the  company  for  their 
miniders,  the  fird,  teacher,  the  other,  pador ;  each  of 
them,  together  with  three  or  four  grave  members,  lay¬ 
ing  their  hands  on  the  other,  with  folemn  prayer.  No¬ 
thing  is  faid  of  any  church  being  then  formed  ;  but  on 
the  6th  of  Augud,  the  day  appointed  for  the  choice  and 
ordination  of  elders  and  deacons,  thirty  perfons  entered 
into  a  covenant  in  writing,  which  is  faid  to  be  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  church,  and  that  the  miniders  were  or¬ 
dained  or  indituted  anew.  The  repetition  of  this  form 
they  probably  thought  necefiary,  becaufe  the  people  were 


t  Mr.  Hubbard,  in  his  M.  S.  hiftory,  remarks  upon  this  occaflon  ; 
*  .  1S  certain,y  known,  that  the  old  non-cor.formifls  and  <>ood  old 
puritans,  of  Queen  Elizabeth’s  and  King  James's  time,  did  "in  many 
t  «ngs  not  fymbolize  with  the  fcparatills;  the  one  endeavouring  only 
a  reformation  of  fome  corruptions  retained  or  crept  into  the  church 
(as  they  thought)  either  before  or  after  its  reformed  flate  ;  the  other 
not  contented  therewith,  flood,  as  ftiffly,  to  maintain  a  neceflity  of 
difannullmg  their  former  church  date,  as  that  like  a  velTel,  once' in- 

fefted  with  leprofy,  it  muff  be  broken  in  pieces  to  be  new  call. - It 

is  a  rme  ,  that  Mr.  Ililderfham  advifed  Mr.  Higginfon  and  other  mi¬ 
ni  eis,  00  ’ing  t  lis  way,  to  agree  upon  their  form  of  church  govern¬ 
ment  before  they  came  away  from  England  ;  which  counfel,  if  it  had 
been  attended,  might  have  prevented  fome  inconvenience  that  hath 
ince  fallen  out,  or,  at  lead,  have  Caved  fome  of  the  fucceeding  mi- 
miters  from  the  imputation  of  departing  from  their  firft  principles, 

ecau  e  t  ry  were  not  publickly  declared  in  the  beginning  of  things.” 
ft/.  S.  Hijlory.  a  o 


not 


628 not  in  a  church  ftate  before.  It  is  difficult  to  affign  any 
other  reafon.  Meffengers  or  delegates,  from  the  church 
of  Plimouth,  were  expected  to  join  with  them,  but  con¬ 
trary  winds  hindered  them  in  their  paffage,  fo  that  they 
did  not  arrive  until  the  afternoon,  but  time  enough  to 
give  the  right  hand  of  fellowfhip.  Two  of  the  company, 
John  Brown,  and  Samuel  Brown,  one  a  lawyer,  the 
other  a  merchant,  both  men  of  good  eftates,  and  of  the 
firft  patentees  and  of  the  council,  were  diffatisfied.  1  hey 
did  not  like,  that  the  common  prayer  and  fervice  of  the 
church  of  England  fhould  be  wholly  laid  afide,  and  there¬ 
fore  drew  off,  with  as  many  as  were  of  their  fentiments, 
from  the  reft,  and  fet  up  a  feparate  fociety.  This  of¬ 
fended  the  governor,  who  caufed  the  two  members  of  his 
council  to  be  brought  before  him  *,  and  judging,  that  this 
practice,  together  with  fome  fpeeches  they  had  uttered, 
tended  to  fedition,  he  fent  them  back  to  England.  The 
heads  of  the  party  being  removed,  the  oppofition  ceafed  ft . 

Whilst  thefe  things  were  doing  in  the  colony,  the 
company  in  England  were  projecting  a  much  larger  em¬ 
barkation,  and  the  transfer  of  the  corporation  itfelf,  from 
Old  England  to  New.  Several  gentlemen  of  figure  and 
eftate,  Ifaac  Johnfon,  John  Winthrop,  Thomas  Dudley, 
and  divers  others,  who  were  diffatisfied  with  the  arbitrary 
proceedings  both  in  church  and  ftate,  pleafed  themfelves 
with  the  profpect  of  liberty  in  both,  to  be  enjoyed  in 
America,  and  propofed  to  the  company  at  London  to  re¬ 
move  with  their  families  •,  but  upon  this  condition  only, 

f  They  applied  to  the  company,  upon  their  arrival  in  England,  fer 
recompence  for  the  damages  they  had  fuitained,  and  the  matter  was 
referred  to  Samuel  Vaffall,  William  Vaffall,  Simon  Whetccmb  and 
William  Pynchon,  chofen  by  the  complainants,  and  John  White, 
John  Davenport,  Jfaac  Johnlon,  and  John  Winthrop,  chofen  by  the 
company.  The  letters  which  the  Browns  had  lent  over  to  their  pri- 
vate  friends,  were  flopped  by  the  company  in  England,  and  opened 
and  publickly  read,  to  prevent  any  prejudice  to  the  plantation.  Majf. 
R:c.  It  does  not  appear,  by  the  records,  how  the  difpute  was  finally  iffued. 

“  It  is  a  principle,  that  every  religion  which  is  perfecuted,  becomes 
itfelf  perfecuting  ;  for  affcon  as,  by  feme  accidental  turn,  it  arifes  from 

perfecution,  it  attacks  the  religion  which  perfecuted  it,”  &c. 
r  Spirit  of  Laws . 

that 
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that  the  patent  and  charter  fhould  remove  with  them. 

This  propofal  was  firft  communicated  July  the  28th,  1629. 1629 
A  committee  was  appointed  to  confider  oi  it,  and  to  aclviie 
with  counfel  learned  in  the  law,  and  to  maive  repor*.. 

The  adventurers  had  been  at  great  expence*  without  any 
returns  made  to  them,  and  hai  no  rational  proipedt  of 
any  profit  from  the  plantation  in  the  way  they  were  in. 

The  principal  objedtion  feemsto  have  arole,  from  a  doubt 
whether  fuch  a  transfer  was  legal.  The  report  of  the 
committee  is  not  recorded.  Mr.  White,  acounfellor  at 
law,  was  one  of  the  company,  and  great  flrefs  was  laid 
upon  his  opinion;  and,  on  the  29th  of  Auguft,  it  was 
determined,  “  by  the  general  confent  of  the  company, 
that  the  government  and  patent  fhould  be  fended  in  New- 
England.”  It  is  evident  from  the  charter,  that  the  ori¬ 
ginal  defign  of  it  was  to  conftitute  a  corporation  in  Eng¬ 
land,  like  to  that  of  the  Eaft-India  and  other  great  com¬ 
panies,  with  powers  to  fettle  plantations  within  the  limits 
of  the  territory,  under  fuch  forms  of  government  and 
magiftracy  as  fhould  be  fit  and  neceflary.  d  he  firft  ftep, 
in  fending  out  Mr.  Endicot,  appointing  him  a  council, 
giving  him  commiflion,  inflrudtions,  &c.  was  agreeable 
to  this  conftrudlion  of  the  charter. 

In  confequence  of  this  new  refolution,  the  members  of 
the  corporation,  which  remained  in  England,  were  to  re¬ 
tain  afhare,  in  the  trading  flock  and  the  profits  of  it,  ror 
the  term  of  feven  years.  The  management  of  it  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  five  perfons,  who  were  going  over,  viy.  J. 
Winthrop,  Sir  Richard  Saltonftall,  I.  Johnfon,  T.  Dud¬ 
ley,  and  j.  Revel,  and  to  five  who  were  to  remain,  M. 
Cradock,  N.  Wright,  T.  Eaton,  T.  Goffe,and  j.  Young, 
and,  at  the  expiration  of  the  term,  the  flock,  with  the 
profits,  was  to  be  divided  to  each  man,  in  proportion  to 
his  adventure.  All  other  powers  and  privileges  were  to 
remain  with  the  planters  upon  the  fpot.  We  have  no 
account  of  anv  dividend  ever  made,  nor  indeed  of  any 

j  . 

trade  ever  carried  on  for  the  company.  1  here  was  an¬ 
other  article  ;  that  one  half  the  charge  oi  fortifications  and 
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1629  fupport  of  the  minifters  fliould  be  paid  out  of  the  joint 
flock,  but.  no  notice  was  taken  of  it  in  the  colony. 

The  20th  of  October,  a t  a  general  court  of  governor, 
deputy  and  aOiftants,  and  the  generality,  a  new  choice  was 
made  of  governor,  &c.  confiding  of  fuch  perfons  as  had 
determined  to  go  over  with  the  patent.  John  Winthrop 
was  e!e£ted  governor,  John  Humfrey  deputy  governor. 
Sir  Richard  Saltonflall,  Ifaac  Johnfon,  Thomas  Dudley, 
John  Endicot,  Increafe  Nowell,  William  Yaffall,  William 
Pynchon,  Samuel  Sharp,  Ed  ward  Rofhter,  Thomas  Sharp, 
John  Revelh  Mathew  Cradock,  Thomas  Goffe,  Samuel 
Alderfey,  John  Venn,  Nathaniel  Wright,  Theophilus 
Eaton,  and  Thomas  Adams,  affiftants  They  did  not 
all  go  over.  From  time  to  time  until  the  general  em¬ 
barkation, 

I  have  endeavoured  to  obtain  as  particular  account,  as  can  be  now 
bad,  of  the  character  and  circumftances  of  the  principal  undertakers. 

Mr.  Winthrop,  the  governor,  was  of  Groton  in  Suffolk,  defcended 
from  reputable  anceftor?,  One  cf  them,  Adam  Winthrop,  is  faid  to 
have  been  an  eminent  lawyer,  and  alio  a  great  favourer  of  the  gofpel 
in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  eighth.  Mr.  Winthrop  was  a  juftice  of 
peace  at  the  age  of  eighteen,  .and  very  early  in  life  was  exemplary  for 
his  polite  as  well  as  grave  and  chriftian  deportment.  He  had  an  eftats 
of  fix  or  feven  hundred  pounds  a  year,  which  he  turned  into  money, 
and  embarked  his  all  to  promote  the  fettlement  of  New-England.  It 
'  is  a  very  full  evidence  of  the  elleem  he  was  in,  that  when  many  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  character,  fome  of  them  of  noble  alliance,  uefe  concerned 
in  the  fame  undertaking  with  him,  he,  by  a  general  voice*  was  placed 
at  their  head.  He  was  eleven  times  chofen  governor,  and  fpent  his 
whole  eftate  in  the  public  fervice,  the  flipend  being  fmall,  and  his 
hofpitality  gt;eat,  and  his  baylifF  unfaithful.  His  fon  and  grandfon 
were  fuccelfively  governors  of  Conne&icut  colony.  His  great  grand¬ 
fon,  John  Winthrop,  Efq;  died  in  London  about  12  or  14  years  ago. 
He  was  known  there  by  the  name  of  Governor  Winthrop,  a  Fellow 
of  the  Royal  Society,  undone  volume  of  the  Philofophical  Tranfac- 
lions  is  dedicated  to  him.  And  his  poderity  have  been  ever  ftnee  rc- 
fpe&ed  and  honoured,  both  in  Conne&icut  arid  in  the  MaiTachufets. 
Mr.  Winthrop  was  about  forty-three  years  cf  age  when  he  removed. 

Mr.  Dudley’s  father,  Capt.  Roger  Dudley,  loft  his  life  in  the  fer¬ 
vice  of  his  country,  leaving  no  other  fon.  Mr.  Dudley,  early  in  life, 
engaged  in  the  fame  lervice.  Jn  1597,  he  railed  a  company  of  vo¬ 
lunteers,  received  a  captaincy  from  Queen  Elizabeth,  went  over  to 

France, 
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barkation,  as  any  one  declined,  Tome  other  perfon  1629 
was  chofen  in  his  head.  Firit  Roger  Ludlow  was 
chofen,  inftead  of  Saimiel  Sharp  *.  Whillt  they  were 

ac 

France,  and  was  at  the  fiege  of  Amiens  under  Henry  the  fourth. 

After  his  return  to  England,  he  married  a  gentlewoman  of  good  fa¬ 
mily  and  eftate,  and  fettled  near  Northampton,  in  the  neighbourhood, 
of  Mr.  Dod,  Hilderfbam,  and  other  celebrated  puritan  miuifters,  was 
a  devout  attendant  upon  their  miniftry,  and  (although  he  had  been 
an  ofhcer)  became  a  fober  non-confjrmift.  Lord  Say  and  Seal  re¬ 
commended  him  to  the  Earl  of  Northampton.  The  L.  rl  when  he 
came  to  his  edate,  found  it  encumbered  and  entangled  ;  but  putting 
Eis  affairs  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Dudley,  he,  by  his  prudent  manage¬ 
ment^  very  happily  extricated  them.  After  which,  leaving  the  ler- 
viceof  the  Earl,  he  removed  to  Bofton,  where  he  became  acquainted 
with  Mr.  Cotton.  Ele  was  foon  defired  to  return  n  the  Earl’s  family, 
where  he  continued  until  he  came  to  New-England.  He  vvas  far  ad¬ 
vanced  in  life  for  fuch  an  undertaking,  being  fifty-four  years  of  age* 

He  was  chofen  into  the  magiilracy  every  year  of  his  life  afterwards, 
four  years  governor,  and  often  deputy  governor.  He  married  a  fe- 
cond  time  in  his  old  age,  and  had  a  new  fet  of  children  ;  and  it  is 
very  remarkable,  that  he  w as  a  captain  in  1597,  and  in  1764  two  of 
his  grand  children  are  living,  viz.  one  elderly  lady  at  New-London, 
in  Connecticut  colony,  the  widow  of  John  Winthrop,  Efq;  great 
grandior.  of  the  frit  governor,  and  another  at  Newbury  in  the  Maifet- 
chufets,  Mrs.  Atkinsj 

Mr.  Humphrey  was  early  engaged.  He  was  one  of  the  fix  ori¬ 
ginal  patentees  from  the  council  of  Plimouth.  lie  was  prevented 
from  coming  over  with  the  charter.  He  married  the  Lady  Sufan, 
daughter  to  the  Earl  of  Lincoln,  and  brought  her,  with  their  children, 
to  New- Engl  and  in  1632,  and  was  immediately  chofen  an  alTillant. 

He  fettled  at  Saugus,  now  Lynn,  about  12  miles  from  Bofton.  Ebe- 
nczer  Burril,  Efq;  late  of  the  council,  lived  on  part  of  his  farm. 

Upon  an  invitation  from  Lord  Say  he  intended,  in  the  year  1640,  to 
have  removed  to  the  Bahama  iflands  ;  but  the  ifland  of  Providence 
being  taken  by  the  Spaniards,  he  gave  over  that  defign.  Soon  after, 
having  met  with  great  lodes  by  fire,  and  his  eftate  being  much  im¬ 
paired,  he  fold  his  plantation  at  Saugus  to  Lady  Moody  and  returned 
to  Pin  gland. 

Sir  Richard  Sal  ton  Rail  was  the  firft  named  affociate  to  the  fix  ori- 
nal  patentees.  Although  he  remained  but  a  fhort  time  in  New- 
England,  yet  his  heart  was  fet  upon  promoting  the  colony.  He 

fent 
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*  Samuel  Sharp  came  over  afterwards,  and  lived  at  Salem,  but  was 
Eiever  refeored  to  the  magiftracy.  Mafil  Rec, 
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i63oat  Southampton,  (March  18)  Sir  Bryan  Janfen,  Will 
liam  Coddington  and  Simon  Bradttreet,  were  chofen  in 
•  the  room  of  Mr.  Wright,  Eaton  and  Goffe,  and  yec 

-r*  • 

'  6ir 
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ferst  over  two  of  his  fons,  one  of  which  was  chofen  into  the  magi- 
if  racy  and  continued  in  it,  except  while  he  was  abfent  in  England, 
until  after  the  year  1680.  Sir  Richard  was  fon  or  grandfon  of  Sir 
Richard  Saltonftall,  Lord  Mayor  of  London  in  1597.  He  lived  many 
years  after  his  return  to  England.  I  have  feen  his  name  among  the 
commifiioners  for  the  trial  of  Lilburn,  or  fome  other  offender  againd 
the  fiate.  By  a  will  made  in  1658,  he  gave  a  legacy  to  the  college 
in  New-England.  Elis  great  grandfon,  Gurdon  Saltonftall,  was 
many  years  governor  of  Connedlicut,  and  fome  of  his  poderity,  in 
that  colony  and  the  Madachufets,  are  in  edeem  and  honour  to  this 
day.  Sir  John  Foche,  a  city  knight  in  King  William’s  reign,  mar¬ 
ried  his  great  grand  daughter*. 

Mr.  fohnfon,  in  a  will  uncancelled,  and  which  remains  on  the 
Maffachufets  files,  executed  April  28,  in  the  5th  of  King  Charles  the 
fird,  calls  himfelf  of  Clipfham  in  the  county  of  Rutland,  fon  of  Abra¬ 
ham  jobnfon,  Efq;  and  grandfon  of  Robert  Johnfon..  Doblor  Ch?^- 
derton  was  his  mother’s  father.  Ele  had  much  the  larged  edate  of 
any  of  the  undertakers.  It  lay  in  Rutland,  Northaropronfhire  and 
Lincolnfhire.  He  values  his  intered,  at  that  time,  in  the  New-Eng¬ 
land  adventure,  at  fix  hundred  pounds.  He  had  no  children.  After 
providing,  for  his  lady,  he  gave  a  great  number  of  legacies  to  his 
friends,  and  to  pious  and  charitable  ufes ;  his  lands  he  gave  to  his  fa¬ 
ther  and  brethren.  To  Mr.  Cotton,  from  whom,  to  the  praife  of 
God’s  grace,  he  acknowledges  to  have  received  much  help  and  com- 
Jorc  in  his  fpiritual  edate,  he  gave  thirty  pounds  and  a  gown  cloth.. 
The  advowfon  and  right  of  patronage  of  the  parifh  church  of  Clip- 
lham,  he  gave  to  Mr.  Dudley  and  Mr.  Cotton.  He  limitted  his  fu¬ 
neral  charges  to  250  1.  As  providence  ordered  it,  a  fmall  part  of 
that  fum  fufiiced.  His  heart  was  fet  on  the  New-England  concern, 
and  ordered  his  executors  to  carry  on  his  fhare  or  part  in  it. 
He  made  another  will  before  his  death,  and  appointed  John  Hamp¬ 
den,  Efq;,  one  of  his  executors,  with  Winthrop  and  Dudlpy.  Upon 
his  death- bed,  he  is  faid  to  have  rejoiced  that  he  had  lived  to  fee 
a  church  of  Chrift  gathered  in  America,  and  profeffed  that  he 
thought  his  life  better  {pent  than  in  any  other  way.  He  was  buried, 
at  his  own  requeft,  in  part  of  the  ground  upon  Trimontain  or 
Boflon,,  which  he  had  chofen  for  his  lot,  the  fquare  between  School- 
itreet  and  Queen-flreei.  He  may  be  faid  to  have  been  the  idol  of 
the  people,  for  they  ordered  their  bodies,  as  they  died,  to  be  buried 
round  him  ;  and  this  was  the  reafon  of  appropriating  for  a  place 
©f  burial,  whatris  now  called  the  old  burying-place,  adjoining  to  King’s 
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Sii  Bryan  never  came  to  New-England.  Even  afrer  I 
they  had  embarked,  at  a  court  on  board  the  Arabella, 
Mr.  Dudley  was  chofen  deputy  governor,  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Humfrey  who  (laid  behind.  It  is  not  matter  of 


wonder 


chapel.  He  married  the  Lady  Arabella,  another  daughter  of  the  Earl 
of  Lincoln. 

Mr.  Endicot,  the  next  named,  was  among  the  moft  zealous  under¬ 
takers,  and  the  moft  rigid  in  principles,  as  will  appear  in  the  courfe 
of  the  hiftory.  This  difpofition  diftinguifhed  him,  mure  than  his 
other  mental  accomplifhments  or  his  outward  condition  in  life.  I 
have  feen  a  letter,  from  the  Secretary  of  State  in  King  Charles  the 
fecond’s  time,  wherein  is  this  expretTion,  “  The  King  would  take  it 
well,  if  the  people  would  leave  out  Mr.  Endicot  from  the  place  of 
governor. ”  Some  of  his  pofterity  remain  at  or  near  Salem. 

Mr.  Nowell  was  nephew  to  Alexander  Nowell,  Dean  of  St.  Paul’s 
in  Queen  Elizabeth’s  reign,  or  elfe  the  Dean  was  his  great  uncle.  Ele 
was  a  ruling  elder,  home  time,  of  the  church  at  Charleftown  ;  but 
that  place  and  a  place  in  the  civil  order  were  thought,  in  that  day, 
not  well  to  confift,  and  therefore  he  quitted  it,  chufing  the  places  of 
aftiftant  and  fecretary. 

Mr.  William  Vaftall,  as  well  as  his  brother  Samuel  Vafiall,  were 
gentlemen  of  good  circumftances  in  England,  but  do  rot  leem  to  have 
been  fully  of  the  fame  fentimenc  in  matters  of  religion  with  the 
planters  in  general  ;  and  altho’  William  came  over  with  the  frft  com¬ 
pany,  yet  he  foon  went  back  to  England.  He  returned  a  few  years 
after  to  New-England,  and  fettled  at  Scituate  in  Plimouth  colony,  not 
becaufe  they  were  reputed  more  rigid  than  the  Maflachufets  people. 
When  Jamaica  was  taken,  by  Cromwell,  he  laid  the  foundation  of 
feveral  ftne  eftates  there,  enjoyed  by  his  pofterity  to  the  prefent  time. 

Mr.  Pynchon  was  a  gentleman  of  learning  as  well  as  religion.  He 
laid  the  foundation  of  Roxbury,  but  foon  removed  to  Conned! icut  river, 
was  the  father  of  the  town  of  Springfield,  where  his  family  hath  flou- 
rifned  ever  fince. 

Edward  Rofticer  was  of  a  good  family  in  the  Weft  of  England.  He 
died  the  fir  ft  year.  His  fon  lived  afterwards  at  Combe.  His  grand  > 
fon  Edward  Roftiter,  in  the  year  1682,  was  deacon  of  Mr.  Jofeph 
Alleinek  church  in  Taunton.  He  fays  in  a  letter,  dated  March  28, 
1682,  that  his  grandfather,  a  pious  gentleman  of  good  eftate,  left 
England  for  the  fake  of  religion. 

Thomas  Sharp  and  John  Revell  made  but  a  fhort  ftay  in  New- 
England. 

Mr.  Eaton  was  an  Eaft  country  merchant.  His  father  was  a  mini- 
fter  in  Coventry.  He  did  not  come  to  New-England  until  1637. 


And  then  fettled  NewTiaven  colony,  of  which  he  was  governor  all 


his 
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2  630  wonder  that  they  difcovered  fo  great  want  of  refolution. 
It  is  ftrange  that  fo  many  perfevered.  It  fhews  fome 
dittle  fortitude,  in  a  man  in  health  and  vigour,  who  goes 

through 

his  life  after.  Mis  correfpondence,  both  with  the  governor  of  the 
Maffijchufets  and  with  the  Mutch  governor  of  Manbadoes,  or  New* 
York,,  difcover  a  good  underftanding  and  virtuous  rnind. 

Mr.  Ccddington  was  of  Lincolnfhire,  zealous  to  a  great  degree, 
was  afterwards  the  father  of  Rhode  IfLnd  colony,  where  his  zeal 
abated,  and  he  promoted  a  general  toleration.  Me  was  many  years 
their  governor,  and  would  gladlv  have  joined  in  confederacy  with  the 
other  Co  nits,  ut  different  fentimeots  upon  religion  prevented. 

Mi.  brarutre was  of  Emanuel  College  Cambridge,  from  whence 
he  removed  ro  the  family  of  the  Earl  of  Lincoln  as  his  flevvard,  and 
afterwards  he  lived  in  the  fame  capacity  with  the  Countefs  of  War¬ 
wick.  He  married  one  of  Mr.  Dudley’s  daughters,  and,  after  her 
death,  a  filler  of  Sir  George  Downing*  Me  lived  to  be  the  Neflor  of 
New-England,  was  born  the  beginning  of  the  century  in  1603,  and 
wanted  but  th.es  or  four  years  of  compleating  it.  I  fuppofe  Sir  Simon 
Eraaflreet  and  Dudley  Bradflreet,  of  the  kingdom  ol  Ii eland,  are  de¬ 
fended  from  him. 

Mr.  Venn,  commonly  called  colonel  Venn,  was  in  the  defign  from 
the  beginning,  and  intended  to  have  removed,  but  never  did/  Upon 
the  change  of  affairs  in  England  he  made  a  figure  there,  being  onq 
of  the  members  for  the  city  in  the  long  parliament,  and  among  the 
mod  a&ive  in  the  oppofition  to  the  court,  and  was  one  of  the  King’s 
judges. 

Mr.  Cradock  was  more  forward  in  advancing  out  of  his  fubfiance 
than  any  other,  being  generally  the  higheft  in  all  fubfcriptions.  He 
was  an  eminent  merchant  in  London,  and  continued,  divers  years,  to. 
carry  on  a  trade  in  the  colony  by  his  fervants,  but  he  never  came  over. 
His  fon  or  grandfot  Samuel  Cradock,  was  a  differ, ting  minifler  at 
Wickambrook  in  1690.  George  Cradock,  Efq;  now  in  publick  pofh 
in  the  colony,  is  defcended  from  him. 

j  can  give  no  account  of  the  other  affi Hants. 

Sir  William  Biereton  was  one  of  the  company,  and  Teems  to  have 
been  preparing  10  come  over,  but  he  found  employment  alfo  in  the 
j o  g  parliament  and  in  the  aimy,  was  at  the  head  of  the  forces  which 
2 educed  CL  fter  Several  others,  as  Mr.  Blackhoufe,  Mr.  Whichcqtt, 
Captain  Waller,  Mr  Pocock,  Mr.  Harwood,  and  other  perfons  of 
•  >te  were  of  the  company,  and  great  promoters  of  the  p'antation. 
Emrolnfhire  contributed  greatly,  and  more  of  our  principal  families 
derive  ‘heir  origin  from  tnence  than  from  any  part  of  England,  unlefs 
the  city  of  London  be  an  exception.  The  Countefs  of  Warwick  was 
a  benefactor.  In  1634,  the  general  court  voted,  “  that  there  ihould 

. . •  v  H 
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through  the  fatigues  of  a  long  voyage,  and  fpends  but  a  1630 
few  months  in  a  vvildernefs,  among  Savages,  and  in  a 
climate  more  fevere  than  he  had  ever  experienced!  What 
mult  we  think,  then,  oi  peifons  of  tank  and  goo.i  cir- 
cumftances  in  life  bidding  a  final  adieu  to  all  the  conve¬ 
niences  and  delights  of  England-,  their  native  country, 
and  expofing  themfelves,  their  wives  and  children,  to 
inevitable  hardfhips  and  bufferings,  in  a  long  voyage 
acrofs  the  Atlantick,  t o  land  upon  a  molt  inhofpitable 
fhore,  defiitute  of  any  kind  of  building  to  fecure  them 
from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  and  cf  molt  foi  ts  of 
food  to  which  they  had  been  always  ufed  at  their  former 
home  ?  The  fickncfs  and  mortality  which  prevailed  the 
firft  winter,  they  did  not  forefee.  It  is  an  oblervation, 
fince  made,  that  mod  parts  of  America  have  proved. un¬ 
healthy  (except  where  the  country  is  cleared)  until 
perfons  have  had  a  feafoning  in  it. 

Eleven  Ships,  which  failed  from  different  ports  in 
England,  arrived  in  New-England  before  the  end  of 
July.  Six  more  arrived  before  the  end  of  the  year. 
They  brought  above  1  500  pafiengers.  I  he  Aiabel.a,  on 
board  which  was  the  governor  and  feveral  of  the  affiftants, 
left  Yarmouth  between  the  7th  and  10th  of  April.  On 
the  7th  the  governor,  and  divers  others  on  board,  figned 
a  paper  directed  to  their  brethren  of  the  church  of  Eng¬ 
land,  to  remove  fufpicions  or  milconll  ructions,  and  to 
afk  their  prayers.  This  paper  has  occafioned  a  difpute, 
whether  the  firft  fettlers  of  the  Malfachufets  were  of  the 

letters  of  thankfulnefs  finned  by  the  court  and  fent  to  the  Countefs 
of  Warwick,  Mr.  Paynter,  Mr.  Wood,  and  others  that  have  been 
benefactors  to  this  plantation. ”  The  Earl  of  Warwick,  her  fon,  was 
a  patron  of  the  colony,  and  was  very  able  as  well  as  willing  to  do  kind 
offices  to  it  as  long  as  he  lived.  Some  of  the  minilters  were  of  fami¬ 
lies  of  clillinCtion.  Mr.  Bulkley  from  Bedfoidfhire,  of  an  honourable 
family  there.  Samuel  Whiting,  who  was  minifter  of  Lynn,  married 
a  daughter  of  Oliver  St  John.  She  came  with  hirn  to  New  England. 

John  Shearman,  minifter  of  Watertown,  married  a  grand  daughter  of 
Earl  Rivers.  Her  father,  Mr.  Laume,  was  a  gentleman  ot  14C0I.  a 
year.  She  was  alive  ir.  1697,  the  mother  of  20  children. 

B  4  church 


20 


THE  HISTORY  OF 

1 630  cnui  ch  of  England  or  not.  However  problematical  it 
may  be,  what  they  were  while  they  remained  in  England, 
tney  left  no  room  for  doubt  after  they  arrived  in  Ame¬ 
rica.  The  Arabella  arrived  at  Salem  the  12th  of  June*.  * 
I  lie  common  people  immediately  went  afhore,  and  re¬ 
galed  themfelves  with  ftrawberries,  which  are  very  fine 
in  America,  and  were  then  in  perfection.  This  might 
give  them  a  xavourable  idea  of  the  produce  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  but  the  gentlemen  met  with  enough  to  fill  them 
with  concern^  I  he  firft  news  they  had,  was  of  a  gene¬ 
ral  coni  piracy,  a  few  months  before,  of  all  the  Indians 
as  far  as  Naraghanfet,  to  extirpate  the  Englifh.  Eighty 
perfons,  out  of  about  three  hundred,  had  died  in  the 
colony  the  winter  before,  and  many  of  thofe  that  re¬ 
mained  were  in  a  weak  fickly  condition.  There  was 
not  corn  enough  to  have  lafted  above  a  fortnight,  and 
all  other  provifions  were  very  fcanr.  They  were  obliged 
to  give  ali  the  fervants  they  had  fent  over,  their  li¬ 
berty,  that  they  might  fhift  for  themfelves,  although 
they  had  coft  from  fixteen  to  twenty  pounds  a  head. 
They  had  not  above  three  or  four  months  to  look  out 
proper  places  for  fettlements,  and  to  provide  fhelter 
againft  the  feverity  of  the  winter.  With  this  profpect  of 
difficulties,  great  enough  for  them  to  encounter,  fickneis 
began  among  them.  Being  deftitute  of  neceffary  ac¬ 
commodations,  they  dropped  away  one  after  another. 
Among  others,  the  lady  Arabella,  who,  to  ufe  Mr.  Hub¬ 
bard's  words,  “  came  from  a  paradife  of  plenty  and  plea- 
lure,  in  the  family  of  a  noble  Earl,  into  a  wildernefs  of 
wants,  and  although  celebrated  for  her  many  virtues,  yet 
was  not  able  to  encounter  the  adverfity  fhe  was  furrounded 
with,  ano  in  about  a  month  after  her  arrival  fhe  ended  her 
days  at  Salem  where  fhe  firft  landed.5’  Mr.  Johnfon,  her 
hufband,  highly  efteemed  for  his  piety  and  wifdom,  over¬ 
come  with  grief,  furvived  her  a  fhort  time  only,  and  died 
at  Bofton  die  30th  September,  to  the  great  Jofs  cf  the 

*  Mafconomco,  the  Sagamore  of  Cape- Ann,  came  on  board  the 
pext  morning  after  the  governor's  arrival  to  bid  him  welcome.  Hub. 
f  The  whole  number  fent  over  was  180.  This  was  a  heavy  lofs. 

colony. 
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colony.  Mr.  Roffiter,  another  of  the  affiftants,  died  foon  1630 
after.  Before  December  they  had  loll  two  hundred  of  their 
number,  including  a  few  who  died  upon  their  pallage. 

The  governor  and  iome  ot  the  principal  petions  lerc 
Salem  the  17th  of  June,  and  travelled  through  the  woods 
to  Charleftown,  about  20  miles,  to  look  out  lor  a  conve¬ 
nient  place  for  their  chief  town,  which  they  had  deter¬ 
mined  Ihould  be  in  l'ome  part  of  the  bay  or  harbour  be¬ 
tween  Nantafket  and  Cambridge.  At  hr.;,  they  pitched 
upon  the  north  fide  of  Charles  river,  or  rather  northweft, 
by  the  major  voice;  but  a  number  of  the  principal  gentle¬ 
men  having  fixed  their  cottages  ((belters  intended  for  one 
winter  only)  upon  the  oppolite  fide  of  the  river,  the  go¬ 
vernor  and  molt  of  the  ailiftarits  removed  to  them  m 
November.  They  were,  however,  undetermined  where 
to  build  in  thefpring.  A  fortified  town,  at  ieaft  palfiu- 
doed,  was  thought  neceflary  to  defend  them  againlt  the 
natives,  and  they  could  not  agree  upon  the  moft  conve¬ 
nient  place  for  that  purpole.  ^  . 

They  found,  when  they  arrived,  afew  families  fcatter- 

ed  about  in  feveral  parts  of  the  bay.  Mr.  Maverick,  who 
will  often  appear  in  the  courfe  of  this  hiftory,  lived  upon 
Noddle’s  illand,  a  grant  or  confirmation  of  which  he  al  ter- 
wards  obtained  from  the  court.  He  had  built  a  fmall 
fort,  and  had  four  cannon  mounted  there.  At  a  point  up¬ 
on  Shawmut  or  Trimontaine,  fince  Bolton*,  lived  Mr. 
Blaxton,whohad  left  England,  being  diffatisfied  tnere,  and 
not  a  thorough  conformift  ;  but  he  was  more  dihatisfie^i 
with  the  non-conformity  of  the  new-comers.  He  told 
them,  he  came  from  England  becauie  he  did  not  like  the 
Lords  Bifliops,  but  he  could  not  join  with  them  becauie 
he  did  not  like  the  Lords  Brethren.  He  claimed  the 
whole  peninfula  upon  which  Bolton  is  built,  became  he 
was  the  firft  that  fiept  upon  it.  He  had  a  grant  of  a  very 
handfome  lot  there  at  the  welt  part  of  the  town,  but  he 
chofe  to  quit  all  and  removed  to  the  fouthward,  at  or  near 

«  Said  to  be  called  lb  from  refpea  to  Mr.  Cotton,  minifterof  Boflon 
jn  England,  who  they  expe&ed  to  follow  them. 

what 
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i  J_Jo  wliat  is  fince  called  Providence -f-,  where  he  lived  to  old  age, 

A  "l  VnCrt'  a^°  kevera^  fannilies  at  Mattapan,  fince  cafted 

D°|rSeftr7’^rratherD0rchefter  neck  ;  here  t  Mr.  Ludlow 
and  Mr  Koffiter pitched,  with  twominifters,  Mr.  Warham 

and  Mr.  Maverick.  On  the  north  of  Charles  river 
(Lharleftown)  were  the  remains  of  thofe  who  had  moved 
the  laft  year  from  Salem  ;  here  Mr.  Nowell  and  feme  of 
Jl,sT'TS  made  their  pitch,  hut  confidered  themfelves 
arlc  P?00’  ac  as  but  one  lettlement  and  one  church, 
with  Mr;  Wilfon  for  their  minifter.  When  he  went  to 
Lnglandin  tbefpring,Charleftown  becameadiftindtcburch 
and  town,  and  took  Mr.  James  for  their  minifter.  Sir  Ri- 
c.iarc.  Saltonftall  choie  a  place  fome  miles  up  Charles  river, 
which  has  taken  the  name  of  Watertown.  ‘  His  company 
tooic  Mr.  PhilJips-for  their  minifter.  Mr.  Pynchon  was 
at  the  head  of  another  company  who  fettled  between  Dor- 
cheiter  and  Bofton.  Their  town  took  the  name  of  Rox- 
bury.  1  hey  had  Mr.  Elliot  §  for  their  minifter.  Medford 
and  Miftick  were  then  diftindt  places,  tho’  not  io  at  pre- 
fent.  At  Medford  ||,  which  I  take  to  have  been  a  Email 
village  at  the  lower  part  of  Miftick  river,  now  called 
Neck  of  Land,  where  a  creek  alfo  ran  into  Charles  river 
it  was  intended  a  fettlement  fhould  be  made  for  Mr.  Cra- 
dock  and  the  people  he  was  fending  and  had  fent  over. 
Here,  by  his  agents,  he  built  feveral  vefTels  of  burden.  Ac 
thefe  feveral  places,  together  with  Salem,  the  whole  com¬ 
pany  were  fettled  for  the  firft  winter.  They  had  little  time 
enough  to  provide  their  huts.  As  foon  as  December  earned 
their  out-door  work  was  over.  On  the  6th  of  December,' 
the  governor  and  afliftants  met,  and  agreed  to  fortify 
the  neck  between  Bofton  and  Roxbury,  and  orders  were 
given  for  preparing  the  materials  ;  but  at  another  meet- 
ing,  on  the  21ft,  tney  laid  that  defign  afide,  and  agreed 

i  f  One  Mr.  Blakeftone,  a  minifter,  went  from  Bofton,  having  lived 
there  9  or  10  years,  becaufe  he  would  not  join  with  the  church.  He 
lives  near  Mr.  Williams,  hut  is  far  from  his  opinion.  Lechford . 

4  Bbey  ai rived  at  Nantafket,  the  30th  of  May,  from  Plymouth  in 
England.  I  •  J 

$  He  did  not  come  ever  until  \6^i.  Mr.  Weld  was  his  colleague. 

||  Wood.  h 
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pn  a  place*  about  three  miles  above  Charleftown,  and  1630 
moft  of  them  engaged  to  build  hou  es  there  the  next 
year.  The  weather  held  tolerable  until  the  24th  of  De¬ 
cember,  but  the  cold  then  came  on  with  violence.  Such 
£  Chrilimas  eve  they  had  never  feen  before.  From  that 
time,  to  the  10th  of  February,  their  chief  care  was  to 
keep  themfelves  warm,  and  as  comfortable  in  other  re- 
fpebls  as  their  leant  provifions  would  permit.  1  he  pooret* 
fort  were  much  expoled,  lying  in  tents  anti  milerabJe 
hovels,  and  many  died  of  the  (curvy  and  other  diftem- 
pers.  1  hey  were  fo  (Fort  of  provifions,  that  many  were 
obliged  to  live  upon  clams,  mufifels  and  other  ihell-fi(h, 
with  ground-nuts  and  acorns  inftead  of  bread.  One, 

.that  came  to  the  governor’s  houfe  to  complain  of  his 
fufferings,  was  prevented,  being  informed  that,  even 
there,  the  laft  batch  was  in  the  oven.  Some  inilances  are 
mentioned  of  great  calmnefs  and  refignation  in  this  dil- 
trefs.  A  good  man,  who  had  a  (Iced  his  neighbour  to 
a  dUh  of  clams,  after  dinner  returned  thanks  to  God  who 
had  given  them  to  fuck  of  the  abundance  of  the  feas  and 
of  treafure  hid  in  the  fands.  They  had  appointed  the 
2 2d  of  February  for  a  faft,  but  on  the  5th,  to  their  great 
joy,  the  (hip  Lyon,  Capt.  Pierce,  one  of  the  laft  year’s 
fleet,  returned  laden  with  provifions  from  England, 
which  were  diftributed  according  to  the  neceffities  of  the 
people.  They  turned  their  faft  into  a  thankigiving. 

In  the  fpring  of  1631,  they  purfued  their  defign  of  a.1631 
Fortified  town  at  Newtown.  The  governor  kt  up  the 
frame  of  a  houfe  ;  the  deputy  governor  fini fhed  his  houie 
and  removed  his  family.  About  this  time,  Chicketawbut, 
the  chief  of  the  Indians  near  Bofion,  came  to  vifit  the 
governor  and  made  high  proteffions  of  friendfliip.  The 
apprehenfions  of  danger  lefifened  by  degrees,  the  defign  of 
a  fortified  town  went  off  in  the  fame  proportion,  until 
it  was  wholly  laid  afide.  The  governor  took  down  his 
frame  and  carried  it  to  Bofton.  Mr.  Dudley,  the  de- 
•  puty,  was  offended,  and  perfified  for  fome  time  in  his 


?  Firll  called  Newtown,  fince  Cambridge, 
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'  rjlt™1  R^rCfiding  «  *»■■*  b«  «  fa®!. 

,„1  rne’  op  a  fortified  town,  was  well  enough 

Z !h  K  W%e,  U.n“r«in  "<>«  the  temper  of  the  natives 
1  Le-  I har  defign  was  to  make  improvements, 
c  '  °  eXCtrnT  t aeir  lettlements  in  the  feveral  parts  of  the 
7  5'  .  Lnlds  they  weie  upon  fuch  terms  with' the 

mca.ms,  that  they  could  do  this  with  fafety,  the  colony 

coujd  not  ,ong  fucfift.  If  they  were  upon  fuch  terms, 
rot  lined  towns  were  unnecefiary 

-  THE  high,P*7Ce  of  Pr°V‘fions,  this  year  In  England, 
impoverifhed  the  colony.  Every  bufhel  of  wheat  meal 

cc„,  including  tne  freight,  x4s.  fterling;  every  bufhel 
or  ota.e  ios.  and  Indian  corn,  imported  from  Virginia, 
io.d  at  ios  f.  Some  were  difcouraged  and  returned  to 
England,  viz.  Sir  Richard  Saltonftall,  Thomas  Sharpe, 
<xc.  and  never  came  back  ;  but  others,  in  hopes  of  bet¬ 
ter  times,  went  over  to  fetch  their  families  and  returned 
with  them,  viz.  Mr.Wilfon,  Coddington  f,  &c.  They 
went  m  the  Lyon  which  brought  their  fup'ply.  In  the 
ame  fhip.  Sir  Chriftopher  Gardner  was  fent  home  under 
confinement.  He  was  a  knight  of  the  fepulchre,  but 
concealed  his  true  charafter,  and  came  over  laft  year  un¬ 
der  pretence  of  feparating  himfelf  from  the  world,  and 
fivmg  a  life  of  retirement  and  devotion.  He  offered  to 

*  Mr.  Dudley  fays,  they  laid  afide  all  thought  of  a  fort,  becaufi- 
upon  any  myafion  when  they  Ihould  retire  to  it,  they  muft  neceffa! 
ri-y  iofe  their  hoafes.  Letter  to  Count, ft  cf  Lincoln.  ’There  was  the 

fame  cmjedhon  to  a  fortified  town,  if  the  inhabitants  of  other  towns 
and  villages  fhould  retire  to  it. 

j  ft  was  the  year  1633,  before  they  knew  they  (bonld  be  able  to 
rarfe  Lnghfh  grain  if  we  may  credit  fohnfon.  “  This  year,  a  (mall 
g  can  of  rye  was  brought  to  the  court,  as  the  firlt  fruits  of  Enelifh 

gram  at  which,  this  poor  people  greatly  rejoiced  to  fee  the  land 
would  befit  it.  fobpfon  16?^. 

t  The  following  paragraph,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Cotton  from  Mr. 
Cocd-ngton,  London  June  4,  1632,  (hews  with  what  zeal  he  had  em¬ 
barked  in  this  undertaking.  «  ]  am,  J  thank  God,  in  bodily  health 
yet  not  enjoying  that  freedom  of  fpirit,  being  withheld  from  that  place 
wh,ch  my  foul  defire.i,  and  my  heart  earneftly  worked,  after;  neither, 

I  think,  did I  I  fee  it  till  towards  the  ne«  fpring,  my  wife  being  with 
chid,  and  ail  her  friends  unwilling  (he  ftculd  go  in  that  condition.” 

join 
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loin  to  fevcral  of  the  churches,  but  he  was  fufpected  101631 
be  an  immoral  man,  and  not  received.  He  had  a  comely 
young  woman,  who  travelled  with  him.  tie  called  her 
his  coufin.  For  fome  mifcarriages  in  the  Maflachulets, 
he  bed  to  the  Indians,  they  cariied  him  to  I  iimouih-, 
having  firft  ufed  him  pretty  roughly.  From  thence  he 
was  lent  to  Bofton.  He  joined  afterwards,  with  Gorges3 
Mafbn  and  others,  in  complaints  againft  the  colony. 

Mr.  Wilfon  left  the  church  on  the  ibuth  fide  of  the 
river  without  a  minifies  At  his  parting  he  recommended 
them  to  the  care  of  the  governor,  deputy-governor  and 
other  godly  and  able  chriftians,  to  carry  on  the  worfhip  of 
God,  on  the  Lord’s  day,  by  prophefying  until  h’s  return. 

So  much  of  (heir  attention  was  neceffary  in  order  to 
provide  for  their  fupporr,  that  little  bufinefs  was  cone  by 
the  afliftants  or  by  the  general  court.  The  removal  of 
the  charter  made  many  new  regulations  neceffary,  whicii 
were  fettled  by  degrees.  X  he  firft  court  ot  afliitants  was 
at  Charleftown,  Aug.  23d,  about  two  months  after  their 
arrival.  A  beadle,  a  corporation  officer,  was  appointed. 

It  was  then  ordered,  that  the  governor  and  deputy  for 
the  time  being,  fhould  be  juftices  of  the  peace,  four  of 
the  then  afliftants  were  alfo  appointed  juftices.  All  jus¬ 
tices  whatfoever  were  to  have  the  fame  power,  for  re¬ 
formation  of  abufes  and  punifhing  offenders,  which  jus¬ 
tices  have  in  England,  but  no  corporal  punifhment  to  be 
inflicted  except  by  an  afiiftant.  In  high  offences,  the  go¬ 
vernor  and  afliftants  fat  as  a  court,  as  well  as  in  Civil 
matters.  There  was  a  trial  by  a  jury  this  year  for  mur¬ 
der,  "and  the  perfon  charged  was  acquitted.  The  firft 
general  court  was  held  the  19th  of  October,  not  by  a 
'  reprefentative,  but  by  every  one,  that  was  free  of  the 
corporation,  in  perfon.  None  had  been  admitted  freemen 
fince  they  left  England.  The  governor  and  afliftants  had 
a  great  influence  over  the  court..  It  was  ordered,  that, 
for  the  future,  the  freemen  fliould  chule  the  afliftants, 
and  the  afliftants,  from  among  themfelves,  chufe  the  go¬ 
vernor  and  deputy  governor.  The  court  of  afliftants  were 

to  have  the  power  of  making  laws  and  appointing  ofn~ 
r"  '  c ess. 


1 


/ 
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1631  C'ers.  This  was  a  departure  from  their  charter.  One 
windred  and  nine  freemen  were  admitted  at  this  court. 

averick,  Blackftone,  and  many  more  who  were  not  of 
any  of  the  churches,  were  of  this  number.  This  was  all 
tnat  was  tranfafted,  that  was  any  thing  material,  the  firil 
year.  The  next  general  court  was  the  court  of  election 
or  1031.  The  kale  was  now  turned,  and  the  freemen 

•La  t0  c^u^e  k°tla  governor,  deputy  and  afGftants,  not- 
withftanding  the  former  vote,  and  made  an  order,  that,  for 
tne  time  to  come,  none  fiiould  be  admitted  to  the  freedom 
of  the  body  politick  but  fuch  as  were  church  members  *. 

.  T  HIS  was  a  molt  extraordinary  order  or  law,  and  yet 
it  continued  in  force  until  the  diffolution  of  the  govern¬ 
ment,  it  being  repealed,  in  appearance  only  f,  after  the 
reiteration  o±  King  Charles  the  fecond.  Had  they  been 
deprived  of  their  civil  privileges  in  England  by  an  aft, of 
parliament,  unlefs  they  would  join  in  communion  with 
the  churcnes  there,  it  might  very  well  have  been  thefirfl 
in  the  roll  of  grievances.  But  fuch  were  the  requifites 

ro  qualify  for  church  memberfhip  here,  that  the  grievance 
was  abundantly  greater. 

1  he  icarcity  of  the  former  year  excited  the  inhabitants 
to  make  the  greater  improvements,  by  tillage,  affoon  as  the 
fpring  advanced,  and  it  pleafed  God  to  give  them  fuch  fa¬ 
vourable  fealons,  that  they  had  a  very  plentiful  harveft^ 
and  Indian  corn  J,  which  could  not  be  purchafed  with 

money 

.  *  None  may  now  be  a  freeman  of  that  company,  unlefs  he  be  a 
ciiurch  member  among  them.  None  have  voice  in  elections  of  gover¬ 
nor,  deputy  and  affiftants,  none  are  to  be  magiftrates,  officers  or  jury- 
jocn,  grand  01  petit,  but  freemen.  The  minillers  give  their  votes  in 
all  cleft  ions  of  magiflrates.  Now  the  molt  of  the  persons  at  New- 
England  are  not  admitted  of  their  church,  and  therefore  are  not  free¬ 
men  ;  and  when  they  come  to  be  tried  there,  be  it  for  life  or  limb,* 
name  or  eflate,  or  whatfoever,  they  mull  be  tried  and  judged  too  by 
thofc  of  the  church  who  are,  in  a  fort,  their  adverfaries.  How  equal 
that  hath  been  or  may  be,  fomc  by  experience  do  know,  others  may 
judge.  Lcchford, 

t  f  he  miniller  was  to  certify,  that  the  candidates  for  freedom  were 
oi  orthodox  principles  and  of  good  lives  and  conVerfations. 

X  1  his  however  was  mean  diet,  and  diltafteful  to  Europeans  in  ge- 
Eeialr  1  he  want  of  Engl ifh  grain,  wheat,  barley  and  rye,  proved 

a  fore 


MASSAC  BUSETS-BAY.  27 

noney  the  year  before,  at  the  end  of  this  year  was  made  a  1 63  3: 
:ender  in  difcharge  of  all  debts,  except  money  or  beaver 
lad  been  fpecialiy  agreed  for.  Cattle  were  extremely  dear, 

1  great  part  of  what  had  been  fhipped  from  England  being 
jead,  and  a  milch  cow  was  valued  at  25  to  30  1.  fterling. 

The  fame  governor  and  deputy  governor  and  fueh  of 
the  affiftantsof  1630,  as  were  living  and  in  the  colony, 
were  re-elefted  for  the  year  1631  J.  They  continued  to  1632 
make  the  fame  choice  for  1632,  with  the  addition  of 
Mr.  John  Humfrey,  who  had  been  deputy  governor  in 
England,  but  was  prevented  coming  the  firft  year,  and 
John  Winthrop,  jun.  the  governor’s  eldeft  fon,  who,  with 
his  wife,  mother,  and  feme  others  of  the  family,  arrived 
in  Oftober  the  year  before.  They  were  frequently  a<* 
larmed  this  year§  by  the  Indians,  which  put  them  into 
confufion ;  happy  for  them,  that  in  this  their  feeble  in¬ 
fant  (late  they  were  only  alarmed.  A  company  of  Eaftern 
Indians  called  Tarretines,  about  an  hundred  in  number, 
aflaulted  the  wigwams  of  the  Sagamore  of  Agawam 
They  came  by  water  in  30  canoes,  flew  feven  Indians  and 
wounded  two  Sagamores  who  lived  near  Bofton,  and 
carried  away  captives  one  of  their  wives  with  divers 
other  Indians.  The  governor  likewife  received  advice 
from  the  governor  of  Plimouth  of  a  broil  between  fome 
Englifh  of  that  colony  and  fome  of  the  Naraganfet  In¬ 
dians,  who  fet  upon  the  Englilh  houfe  at  Sowam  *,  alio 
of  motions  made  by  the  Pequods,  which  caufed  the 
Dutch  governor  of  Manhadoes  to  give  notice  to  the  Eng- 
lifh  to  be  upon  their  guard.  A  fhallop  belonging  to 
Dorchefter  having  been  miffing  all  the  winter,  it  ap¬ 
peared,  this  fummer,  that  the  crew,  confiding  of  five 
men,  had  been  fecretly  murdered  by  the  Eaftern  Indians. 

a  fore  afilidtion  to  fome  ftomachs  who  could  not  live  upon  Indian 
bread  and  water,  yet  were  they  compelled  to  it.’*  JobrJon. 

J  Hubbard.  This  year,  and  this  only,  the  alhitants  chofen  are 
not  named  in  the  colony  records. 

§  There  was  an  alarm  in  163 1  at  Saugus  or  Lynn.  Lieut.  Walker, 
then  upon  the  watch,  was  fhot  through  his  cloaths  by  two  arrows,  but 
by  an  immediate  difcharge  of  a  culverin  it  was  fuppofed  the  Indiana- 
withdrew.  J-obnfon ,  &c. 

*  Ipfvvich.  -J-  In  part  of  vvhat  is  now  Briftol. 

However* 
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1632  However,  the  Sagamores,  near  Bofton,  made  profeflitfns 
of  friendlhip,  and  on  the  5th  of  Auguft  this  year,  Mianti- 
norno,  one  of  the  great  Sachems  of  the  Naraganfets,  the 
moftnumerousof  allthe  Indians  between  Bofton  and  Hud- 
ion’s  river,  came  down  to  Bofton,  whether  out  of  fear  or 
love  they  could  not  te!i,  to  enter  into  a  league  of  friend fhip 
with  the  colony.  Fie  and  his  followers  were  invited  to 
attend  the  public  worfhip,  but  three  of  them  withdrew  in 
fermon  tune,  and  to  fatisfy  their  hunger,  broke  into  an 
Englilh  houfe  to  get  victuals.  The  Sagamore,  who  was 
a  very  high  fpirited  fellow,  could  hardly  be  perfuaded  to 
order  them  any  corporal  punifhment;  but  he  was  io 
afhamedof  his  attendants,  that  he  ordered  them  out  of 
town,  and  followed  them  himfelf  foon  after. 

The  F  rench  alfooccafioned  fame  uneafy  apprehenfions. 
They  had  been  drove  from  Accady  by  Sir  Samuel  Argali 
in  1613.  The  people  of  New-Plimouth  had  fet  up  a 
trading  houfe,  at  Penobfcot,  about  the  year  1627.  Intelli¬ 
gence  was  brought  this  year  to  the  Maffachufets,  that  in 
i 630  or  1631  Sir  William  Alexander  had  fold  the  coun¬ 
try  of  Nova-Scotia  to  the  French,  and  that  the  fort,  with 
ah  the  ammunition  and  ftores,  was  delivered  to  them  *, 
that  Cardinal  Richlieu  had  ordered  fome  companies  there, 
and  that  more  v  ere  expedied  the  next  year  with  priefts, 
Jefuits,  &c.  This  news  alarmed  the  governor  and  council, 
and  put  them  upon  confutations  for  their  defence.  They 
determined  to  fin ilh  a  fort  which  was  begun  at  Bofton,  to 
build  another  at  Nantafket,  and  to  haften  the  fettlement  of 
Agawam  (IpfwichJ  it  being  one  of  the  beft  places  both 
for  pafture  and  tillage,  left  an  enemy  ftiould  take  pofleflion 
and  prevent  them.  Mr.  Winthrop,the  governor’s  fon,  was 
accordingly  fent  to  begin  a  plantation  there  It  appears 

their 

#  The  Tarrateen,  or  Eaftern  Indians,  who  had  a  fpight  againft  the 
Indians  of  Agawam,  and  had  attacked  them  and  drove  them  from  their 
fettlement,  intended  mikhief  againft  the  Englifh  alfo,  as  appears  by 
the  following  account,  preserved  among  the  papers  of  Mr.  Cobbett, 
the  miniller  of  Agawam  or  lpfwich: 

fi‘  At  the  firfl  planting  of  lpfwich,  as  a  credible  n  an  informed  me, 

namely 
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that  their  apprehenfions  of  the  French  defigns.>t<mke  pof- 
feffion  of  fome  part  or  ocher  of  the  coalt,  were  not  ill 
founded  ;  for  they  fent  a  fhip,  this  year,  to  Penoblcot, 
as  a  prelude  to  what  was  to  come  after.  Governor  Brad-  1632 
ford  of  Plimouth  gives  this  account  of  it.  44  This  year 
“  the  houfe  at  Penobfcot  is  robbed  by  the  French  in  this 
cc  manner:  While  the  mafter  of  the  houfe,  and  part  of 
<c  the  company  with  him,  is  come  with  one  velfel 
44  to  the  weftward  to  fetch  a  fupply  of  goods  brought 
“  over  for  us,  a  fmall  French  vefiTel,  having  a  falfe  Scot 
44  aboard,  goes  into  the  harbour,  pretends  they  are  newly 
44  come  from  fea,  knows  not  where  they  are,  that  the 
44  veflfel  is  very  leaky,  and  defires  they  may  haul  her  a- 
44  fhore  and  flop  her  leaks,  making  many  French  com- 
44  plements  and  congees :  And  feeing  but  three  or  four 
44  fimple  men,  who  are  fervants,  and,  by  the  Scotchman, 

44  underflanding  the  mailer  and  the  rell  ol  the  company 

namely  Qg^rtermafter  Perkins,  the  Tarrateens  or  Eafterly  Indians 
“  had  a  dtfigR  to  have  cut  them  off  at  the  lirft,  when  they  had  but 
At  between  20  and  30  men,  old  and  ybung,  belonging  to  the  place  ; 

*(  and,  at  that  iullant,  molt  of  them  gone  into  the  bay  about  their 
<e  occailons,  not  hearing  of  any  intimations  thereof.  It  was  thus  : 

'£  One  Robin,  a  friendly  Indian,  came  to  this  John  Perkins,  then  a 
<e  young  man,  living  then  in  a  little  hut  upon  his  father’s  iftand 
*6  on  this  fide  of  Jeoffry’s  neck,  and  told  him,  on  fuch  a  Thurf- 
iC  day  morning,  early,  there  would  come  four  Indians,  to  draw 
<(  him  to  go  down  the  hill  to  the  water  fide,  to  truck  with  them, 

“  which,  if  he  did,  he  and  all  near  him  would  be  cutoff,  for  there 
,c  were  40  birchin  canoes  would  lie  out  of  fight  at  the  brow  of  the 
**  hill,  lull  of  armed  Indians  for  that  purpofe.  Of  this  he  forthwith 
“  acquainted  Mr.  John  Winthrop,  who  then  lived  there  in  a  houfe 
Ci  near  the  water,  who  advifed  him,  if  fuch  Indians  came,  to  carry 
“  it  ruggedly  towards  them,  and  threaten  to  fhooc  them  if  they 
i(  would  not  be  gone,  and  when  their  backs  were  turned,  to  ftrike  up 
<l  a  drum  he  had  with  him  befides  his  two  mulkets,  and  then  dif- 
tc  charge  them,  that  fo  6  or  8  young  men,  who  were  in  the  marfhes 
<c  hard  by  a  mowing,  keeping  their  guns  ready  charged  by  them, 

“  might  take  the  alarm,  and  the  Indians  would  perceive  their  plot 
<c  was  difcovered  and  hafte  away  to  fea  again  ;  which  accordingly  was 
*c  fo  afted  and  took  like  effeft,  for  he  told  me,  he  prcfently  after 
4<  difcerned  40  fuch  canoes  lhove  off  from  under  the  hill  and  make  as 
“  fall  as  they  could  to  fea.” 


c 


are 


Cw  are  gone  from  home,  fall  to  commending  the  guns  and 
45  mufkets  which  lie  on  the  racks  by  the  wall  fide,  take 
c4  them  down  to  look  on  them,  afking  if  they  were 
“  charged,  and  when  poffeffed  of  them,  one  prefents  a 
“  loaded  piece  againft  the  fervants,  another  a  piftol, 
C4  they  bid  them  not  to  ftir  but  deliver  the  goods,  ancl 
“  made  them  help  in  carrying  them  all  aboard,  to  the 
“  value  of  four  or  five  hundred  pounds  fterling,  prime 
“  cod  ;  three  hundred  weight  of  beaver,  the  reft  in 
cc  trading  goods,  as  coats,  rugs,  blankets,  &c.  then  fet 
“  the  fervants  at  liberty  and  go  away  with  this  taunting 
meffage,  Tell  your  mafter,  when  he  returns,  that  fome 
Ci  of  the  Ifle  of  Rhee  gentlemen  have  been  here.55 

It  appears  that  the  Maftachufets  people  took  poffefiion 
of  tiie  country  at  a  very  critical  time.  Richlieu,  in  all  pro- 
ba’  ility,  would  have  planted  his  colony  nearer  the  fun,  if 
he  could  have  found  any  place  vacant.  De  Monts  and 
company  had  acquired  a  thorough  knowledge  of  all  the 
coaft  from  Cape  Sables  beyond  Cape  Cod  in  1604;  in- 
deed  it  does  not  appear  that  they  then  went  round  or  to 
the  bottom  of  Maftachufets  bay.  Had  they  once  gained 
footing  there,  they  would  have  prevented  the  Englifh. 
The  f( enchified  court  of  King  Charles  the  firft  would, 
at  the  treaty  of  Saint  Germains,  have  given  up  any  claim  to 
Maftachufets  bay  as  readily  as  they  did  to  Acadie;  for 
the  French  could  make  out  no  better  title  to  Penobfcot, 
and  the  other  parts  of  Acadie,  than  they  could  to  Maf- 
fachufets.  The  little  plantation  at  New-Piimouth  would 
have  been  no  greater  bar  to  the  French  in  one  place 
than  in  the  other.  The  Dutch,  the  next  year,  would 
have  quietly  poffeffed  themlelves  of  Connecticut  river, 
unlefs  the  French,  inftead  of  the  Englifh,  had  prevented 
them.  Whether  the  people  of  either  nation  would  have 
perfevered  is  uncertain.  If  they  had  done  it,  the  late 
conteft  for  the  dominion  of  North  America  would  have 
been  between  France  and  Holland,  and  the  commerce 
of  England  would  have  borne  a  very  different  propor¬ 
tion  ro  that  of  the  reft  of  Europe  from  what  it  does  at 

Tub 
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The  new  fettlers  were  in  perils  alio  from  their  own  1632 
countrymen.  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  and  Capt.  Mafon, 
two  of  the  council  cf  Plimouch,  who  with  a  view  to  the 
advancement  of  their  fortunes,  had  expended  large  fums 
to  little  purpofe  in  attempts  to  fettle  colonies  in  New- 
England,  beheld  the  (MafiTachiifets  with  an  envious  eye. 

They  intended,  for  themfelves,  all  that  part  of  the  co¬ 
lony  which  lies  to  the  Eaftward  of  Naumkeag.  Gar¬ 
diner  and  Morton  '^,  to  revenge  the  affronts  they  had 
received,  joined  with  them  in  a  complaint  to  the  King 

in 


*  Morton  wrote  the  following  letter  to  one  Jeffries  in  New-Eny- 
Fnd  :  “  My  very  good  goffip !  If  I  fhould  commend  myfelf  to  you, 
you  would  reply  with  this  proverb.,  propria  lam  fordet  in  ore ,  but  to 
leave  impertinent  falutes  and  really  proceed,  you  (hall  hereby  under- 
lhnd,  that  altho’  vyhen  I  was  fi iff  fenc  to  England,  to  make  com¬ 
plaint  againft  nnar.ias  and  the  brethren,  I  effected  the  bufinels  but  fu- 
perficially  (thro’  the  brevity  of  time)  J  have  at  this  time  taken  delibe¬ 
ration,  and  brought  the  matter  to  a  better  pals,  and  it  is  brought  about, 
that  the  Kang  hath  taken  the  matter  into  his  own  hands.  The  Maifa- 
:hufets  patent,  by  an  order  cf  counci',  was  brought  in  view,  the  pri¬ 
vileges  therein  granted  well  fcanned,  and  at  the  council  board,  in  pre- 
ence  of  J  r  R.  Saltonftall  and  the  reft,  it  was  declared,  for  manifold 
ibuies  therein  discovered,  to  be  void.  The  King  hath  re-afTumed  the 
vhole  bufmefs  into  his  own  hands,  and  given  order,  for  a  general  go- 
/ernor  for  the  whole  territory,  to  be  fent  over.  The  commiflion*  is 
Killed  the  privy  feal,  I  faw  it,  and  the  fame  was  fent  to  my  Lord 
veep  ^r,  to  have  it  pais  the  great  feal,  and  I  now  flay  to  return  w  ith  the 
governor,  by  whom  all  complainants  fhall  have  relief.  So  that  now 
onas  being  let  afhore,  may  fafely  cry,  Repent  ye  cruel  fchifmaticks* 
epent,  there  are  yet  but  40  days.  If  Jove  vouchfafe  to  thunder, 
he  ch  irter  and  the  kingdom  of  the  feparatifts  will  fall  afunder.— My 
ord  of  Canterbury,  with  my  lord  privy  feal,  having  caufed  all  Mr, 
rradock’s  to  he  viewed  and  his  apology  for  the  brethren  pari 
lculaily  heard,  protefted  againft  him  and  Mr.  Humfries  that  they 
vere  a  couple  of  impofturous  knaves,  fo  that,  for  all  their  great 

r..Icn  tJ  n  council  chamber  in  our  vievv  with  a  pair 

f  CO  d  fhoulders.  I  have  ftaid  long,  yet  have  not  1  oil  my  labour. 
Lhe  brethren  have  found  themfelves  fruftrated,  and  I  dial  I  fee  my 

efire  upon  mine  enemies. - Ofthefc  things  I  thought  good,  by 

)  convenient  a  meffenger,  to  give  you  notice',  left  you  lhoisld  think  I 
urd  m  obfcunty,  as  the  brethren  vainly  intended  I  fhould.  As  for 
"atc  1  e’  ie  was  cQfnforted  by  their  lcrdfhips  with  the  cropping  of 
li,  vVmthrop  s  ears,  which  fhews  what  opinion  is  held,  amongft 

^  2  them. 
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1632  in  council  againft  the  colony.  At  this  time  they  failed 
of  fuccefs,  and  an  order  was  made  in  council  19th  of 
January  1632,  c<  declaring  the  rair  appearances  and  great 

hopes  which  there  then  were,  that  the  country  would 
prove  beneficial  to  the  kingdom,  as  well  as  profitable 
cc  to  the  particular  perfons  concerned  ;  and  that  the  ad- 
44  venturers  might  be  allured,  that  if  things  fhould  be 
carried  on  as  was  pretended  when  the  patents  were 
cc  granted'  and  according  as  by  the  patent  is  appointed, 
€C  his  Majefty  would  not  only  maintain  the  liberties  and 
privileges  heretofore  granted,  but  fupply  any  thing 
further  which  might  tend  to  the  good  government, 
44  profperity  and  comfort  of  the  people  there  -fo” 

1633  In  the  year  1633,  the  people  ftill  continued  theadmi- 
niftration  of  government  in.  the  fame  hands.  Frefh  fup- 
plies  of  inhabitants  had  been  brought  from  England, 
from  time  to  time,  in  the  courfe  of  the  two  former 
years,  but  there  were  many  who  were  willing  to  fee  the 
fuccefs  of  the  fir  ft  adventurers  before  they  embarked 
themlelves.  The  reports  carried  over  were  very  encou¬ 
raging,  fo  that,  this  year,  there  was  a  very  great  addi¬ 
tion  made,  fhips  arriving  all  fummer,  in  feme  months 
twelve  or  fourteen  in  a  month  *,  an  exportation  fo  great 
and  of  fuch  fort  of  perfons,  that  it  produced  the  follow¬ 
ing  order  of  the  King  in  Council,  21ft  February  1633. 

Whereas  the  board  is  given  to  underftand  of  the 
frequent  tranfportation,  of  great  numbers  of  his  Ma- 
65  jelly’s  fubjeds  out  of  this  kingdom,  to  the  plantation 


them,  of  king  Winthrop  with  all  his  inventions  and  his  Amfterdam 
and  fan  tail  ical  ordinances,  his  preachings,  marriages  and  other  abu- 
five  ceremonies,  which  exemplify  his  deteftation  of  the  church  of 
England,  and  contempt  of  his  Majefty’s  authority  and  wholfome  laws. 
1  reft  your  loving  friend, 

May  i,  1634.  %  #  \  Thomas  Morton. 

Morton  came  to  New-England  again,  in  1643,  when  this  letter  and 
a  p00k  he  had  wrote,  full  of  inveAves,  were  produced  againft  him. 
He  was  truly  called  the  accufer  of  the  brethren.  The  court  fined  him 
'100\.  He  was  poor  and  unable  to  pay  it.  Nothing  but  his  age 
paved  him  from  the  whipping-poft.  He  went  to  Acamenticus,  and 
^here  died  a  year  or  two  aUer* 

|  Hubbard. 
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{t  of  New-Eng!and,  among  whom  divers  perfons  known  1 633 
cc  to  be  ill  affefted,  dii  contented  not  only  with  civil  but 
cc  ecclefiaftical  government  here,  are  obferved  to  refort 
<c  thither,  whereby  fuch  confufion  and  difiraction  is  al- 
«  ready  grown  there,  elpecially  in  point  of  religion,  as, 
cc  befide  e  ruin  of  the  laid  plantation,  cannot  but  highly 
«c  tend  to  the  fcandal  both  of  church  and  hate  here.  And 
c<  whereas  it  was  informed  in  particular,  that  there  are, 

“  at  this  prefent,  divers  fhips,  in  the  river  of  Thames, 

ready  ro  fet  fail  thither,  freighted  with  paiTengers  and 
cc  provifions  ;  it  is  thought  fit  and  ordered,  that  ftay 
<c  fhould  be  forthwith  made  of  the  faid  fhips  until  further 
“  order  from  this  board.  And  the  fcveral  mafters  and 
cc  freighters  of  the  fame  fhould  attend  the  board,  on 
“  Wednefday  next  in  the  afternoon,  with  a  lilt  of  the 
<c  paffengers  and  provifions  in  each  fhip.  And  that  Mr. 

66  Craduck,  a  chief  adventurer  in  thar  plantation  now 
“  prefent  before  the  board,  fhould  be  required  to  caufe 
«  the  letters  patent  for  the  faid  plantation  to  be  bi  ought 
<c  to  this  board*.” 

Mr.  Hubbard  fays,  that  this  order  was  the  effect  of  a 
new  complaint  preferred  by  Gardiner,  Morton  and  others, 
of  their  hardfhips  and  fufferings  from  the  feventy  of  the 
government,  and  that  fuch  of  the  company  as  were  in 
England  were  called  before  the  committee  of  council,  and 
delivered  an  anfwer  in  writing,  and  that,  upon  reading 
thereof,  it  pleafed  God  fo  to  work  with  the  Lords  of  the 
council  and  afterwards  with  the  King’s  Majefly,  that  when 
the  whole  matter  was  reported  to  him  by  Sir  Thomas 
Jermayne  (one  of  the  council  who  had  been  prefent  at  the 
three  days  of  hearing,  and  fpake  much  in  commendation 
of  the  governor,  both  to  the  Lords  and  after  to  his  Ma- 
jefty)  theKingfaid,  lie  would  have  fuch  feverely  punifhed 
as  fhould  abufe  his  governor  and  the  plantation,  and  the 
defendants  were  difmiffed,  with  a  favourable  order  for 
their  encouragement ;  being  allured,  from  fome  of  the 
council,  that  his  Majcfty  did  not  intend  to  impole  tho 
ceremonies  of  the  church  of  England  upon  them3  for  that 

*  Hubbard^ 
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1633  it  wasconfidcred,  it  was  for  the  fake  of  freedom  from  thofe 

things  that  people  went  over  thither.  It  is  certain,  a  flop 
was  not  put  to  the  emigration.  There  came  over,  amongft 
many  others  in  this  year  1 633,  Mr.  Haynes  of  the  civil 
order,  Mr.  Cotton-,  Mr  Hooker,  and  Mr.  Stone,  three 
o..  the  mo  ft  famous  men  of  the  religious  order.  Mr  Cotton 
is  fuppofed  to  have  been  more  inftrumental,  in  the  fettle- 
m-nr  of  their  civil  as  well  as  ecclefiaftical  polity,  than  any 
oUiei  perfon  :  1  he  church  of  Bofton,  by  advice  of  the  ^o- 
vc‘nor  anc^  council  and  of  theelders  in  the  colony,  received 
3ym  for  their  teacher;  to  which  office  he  was  ordained 
the  lyth  October.  Mr.  Thomas  Leveret t,  an  ancient 
member  of  Mr.  Cotton’s  church  in  England,  was  at  the 
lame  time  ordained  a  ruling  elder.  The  circumftances 
and  order  of  proceeding,  in  Mr.  Cotton’s  ordination, 
were  intended  as  a  precedent,  and  the  congregational 
enurenes  in  I\ew-England  have  generally  conformed 
thereto  ever  fince.  Mr.  Hooker  and  Mr.  Stone,  with 
their  friends,  fettled  at  Newtown  (Cambridge^) 

In 

*  Mr.  Cotton’s  removal  was  battened  by  letters  miflive,  which  were 
out  againtt  him  to  convent  him  before  the  high  commiffion  court  for 
nonconformity.  His  fi  lends  advifed  him  to  keep  clofe,  until  lie  had 
an  opportunity  of  embarking.  MS.  letter  Sam .  Whiting. 

t  the  year  1633,  the  fmall  pox  made  terrible  havock  among  the 
Indians  of  Mattachufets.  Whether  or  no  their  food  and  irregular 
diet  furnifhes  greater  quantities  of  the  morbifick  matter,  than  in  more 
temperate  perfons,  I  leave  to  phyficians.  They  were  dettituteof  ever y 
thing,  proper  for  comfort  and  relief,  and  died  in  greater  proportion 
than  is  known  among  the  Englifh.  John  Sagamore  ofWinefimer, 
fcnd'James  of  Lynn,  with  almoft  all  their  people,  died  of  the  dittemper. 
-AH  writers  agree,  that,  a  few  years  before  the  Englilh  came  to  New- 
Plimouth,  a  mortal  contagious  dittemper  fvvept  away  great  numbers  of 
Indians,  fo  that  feme  tribes  were  in  a  manner  extinft;  the  Maffachufets, 
particularly,  are  faid  by  fome  to  have  been  reduced  from  thirty  thoufand 
to  three  hundred  fighting  men.  The  fmall  pox  proving  fince  fo 
fatal  to  Indians,  caufed  fome  to  fuppofe  that  to  have  been  the  dittem¬ 
per,  but  the  Indians  themfelves  always  gave  a  very  different  account, 
and,  by  their  defeription,  it  was  a  pettilential  putrid  fever.  In  one 
of  the  voyages,  collefted  by  Purchas,  it  is  faid  to.  have  been  the 
plague,  and  chat  fome  of  the  Indians  which  recovered  (hewed  the  fears 
of  the  boil.  An  inttance  of  mortality  among  the  Indians  of  Nan¬ 
tucket, 
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In  the  year  1634,  they  thought  proper  to  give  their  1634 
governor  fome  refpite,  Mr.  Dudley  being  cholen  in  his 
lead;  and  Roger  Ludlow  deputy  governor. 

Mr.  Haynes,  who  had  lately  come  over,  was  cholen 
to  the  place  of  afiiftant.  The  governor  and  affiftants  kept 
the  powers  of  government,  both  legislative  and  executive, 
very  much  in  their  hands  the  three  firft  years.  1  fie  peo¬ 
ple  began  to  grow  uneafy,  and  the  number  of  freemen 
being  greatly  multiplied,  an  alteration  of  the  conllitution 
feems  to  have  been  agreed  upon  or  fallen  into  by  a  ge¬ 
neral  confent  of  the  towns  -,  for  at  a  general  court  for 
eleftions  in  1634,  twenty  four  of  the  principal  inhabi¬ 
tants  appeared  as  the  reprefentatives  of  the  body  of  free¬ 
men,  and,  before  they  proceeded  to  the  election  of  ma- 

f  . 

tucket,  in  the  year  1763,  ftrengthens  the  probability  of  their  account 
of  the  dillemper  itfelf  and  of  the  amazing  effects  of  it. 

In  the  beginning  of  Ottober  there  were  belonging  to  the  ifland^  of 
Nantucket  about  320  Indians,  of  every  age  and  fex,  in  90  families. 

A  fever  then  began  among  them,  and,  before  the  end  of  January, 
between  260  and  270  perfons  had  been  feized  with  it,  of  which  num¬ 
ber  6  men  and  9  women  only  recovered,  and  but  1  5  families  and  about 
85  fouls  remained,  15  of  which  had  wintered  in  the  (traits  of  Belleifle 
and  efcaped  the  diltemper.  A  phyfician  of  note  fuppofed  this  morta¬ 
lity  to  be  occafioned  by  a  dearth  among  the  Indians  the  two  preceding 
years,  fo  that  they  had  but  little  corn  or  any  other  farinaceous  food, 
and  this  year  had  been  fome  months  without,  which  caufed  them  to 
fall  upon  their  pompions,  fquofhes,  &c.  before  they  were  ripe;  and 
this  food  brought  their  blood  into  a  putrid  and  broken  Hate.  It  is  re¬ 
markable,  that  the  Englifh  inhabitants  were  free  from  the  diltemper, 
and  not  one  perfon  died  of  it.  The  infection  was  fuppofed,  by  lome, 
to  be  taken  from  an  Irifh  brigantine  ;  but,  Mr,  Timothy  Folger,  a  fen- 
lible  gentleman  of  the  ifland,  from  whom  1  received  the  loregoing  ac¬ 
count,  allured  me  there  was  no  room  to  fuppofe  fo,  or  that  it  came 
from  abroad. 

Our  anceltors  fuppofed  an  immediate  interpofition  of  providence  in 
the  great  mortalitv  among  the  Indians,  to  make  room  lor  the  lettle- 
ment  of  the  Englifh.  1  am  not  inclined  to  credulity,  but  Ihould  not 
we  go  into  the  contrary  extreme  if  we  were  to  take  no  notice  of  tne 
extin&ion  of  this  people  in  all  parts  of  the  continent  ?  In  lome,  the 
Englifh  have  made  ufe  of  means  the  moft  likely  to  have  prevented  it, 
but  all  to  no  purpofe.  Nctwithftanding  their  frequent  ruptures  with 
the  Englifh,  very  few  comparatively  have ' perifhed  by  wars.  1  hey 
walle,  they  moulder  away,  and,  as  Charlevoix  fays  ot  the  Indians  ot 
Canada,  they  difappear. 
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1634.  gift  rates,  the  people  affined  their  right  to  a  greater  fnare 
111  j  e  §bvernment  than  had  hitherto  been  allowed  them, 
and  relolved  «  That  none  but  the  general  court  had 
pnwe*  to  make  and  eftabliili  raws,  or  to  eledt  and  appoint 
orhcers,  as  governor,  deputy  governor,  affiftants,  treafurcr, 
secretary,  captains,  lieutenants,  enfigns,  or  any  of  like  mo- 
ment,  ortoiemove  Such  upon  mifdemeanour,  or  to  fet out 

the  duties  and  powers  of  thefe  officers - That  none  but 

the  general  court  hath  power  to  raife  monies  and  taxes, 
and  toaifpo:eof  lands,  viz.  togive  and  confirm  proprieties.5' 
iUter  circle  relolutions,  they  proceeded  to  the  election  of 
magffirares.  1  hen  they  further  determined,  «  That  there 
lhal,  be  four  general  courts  held  yearly,  to  be  fummoned 
by  the  governor  ror  the  time  being,  and  not  to  be  diffolved 

without  the  content  of  the  major  part  of  the  court - 

1  hat  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  the  freemen  of  each  plantation 
to  chufe  two  or  three  before  every  general  court,  to  con¬ 
fer  of  and  prepare  fuch  bufinefs  as  by  them  fhall  be 
thought  ut  to  confider  of  at  the  next  court;  and  that  fuch 
perions,  as  (Lai!  be  hereafter  fo  deputed  by  the  freemen  of 
the  leveral  plantations  to  deal  in  their  behalf  in  the  affairs 
oi  the  commonwealth,  fhall  have  the  full  power  and  voices 

'  j  n  ,  1 1  !d  Sreemen  delved  to  them  for  the  making 
and  eftabutmng  of  Jaws,  granting  of  lands,  &c.  and  to 
deal  in  ail  otner  affairs  of  the  commonwealth,  wherein 
the  freemen  have  ro  do,  the  matter  of  election  of  mavif.  . 
traces  and  other  officers  only  excepted,  wherein  every 
freeman  is  to  give  his  own  voice.’*— And,  to  fhow  their 
reientmenr,  they  impofed  a  fine  upon  the  court  of  affiftants 
for  going  contrary  to  an  order  of  the  general  court  * 

I  he  freemen  were  fo  increafed,  that  it  was  impradli- 
cabie  to  debate  and  determine  matters  in  a  body,  ‘it  was 
-eft  .es  unfafe,  on  account  of  the  Indians,  and  prejudicial 
to  their  private  affairs,  to  be  fo  long  abfent  from  their 
families  and  bufinefs ;  fo  that  this  reprefentative  body 

was  a  thing  of  neceffity,  but  no  provificn  had  been  made 
tor  it  in  their  charter. 


*  MaiT.  Records. 
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Thus  they  fettled  the  legiflative  body,  which,  except 
n  alteration  of  the  number  of  general  courts  which  were 
aon  reduced  to  two  only  in  a  year,  and  other  not  very 
naterial  circumftanees,  continued  the  fame  as  long  as  the 
barter  lafted.  This  I  fuppofe  was  the  fecond  houfe  of 
eprefentatives  in  any  of  the  colonies.  There  was,  as  has 
>een  obferved,  no  exprefs  provifion  for  it  in  the  charter, 
hey  fuppofed  the  natural  rights  of  Englifhmen,  referved 
o  them,  implied  it.  In  Virginia,  a  houfe  of  burgeffes 
net  firfl:  in  May  1620.  The  government  in  every  co- 
ony,  tike  that  of  the  colonies  of  old  Rome,  may  be 
onfidered  as  the  effigies  parva  of  the  mother  flare. 

There  was  great  difturbance  in  the  colony  this  year, 
iccafioned  by  Roger  Williams,  minifter  of  Salem.  He 
lad  been  three  or  four  years  at  Plimouth,  and  for  fome 
ime  was  well  efteemed,  but  at  length  advanced  divers  fm- 
;ular  opinions,  in  which  he  did  not  meet  with  a  concur- 
ence,  whereupon  he  defired  a  difmiflion  to  the  church 
»f  Salem,  which  was  granted  him.  That  church  had 
nvited  him,  upon  his  firfl:  coming  to  New-England  *,  but 
he  governor  and  council  interpofed  with  their  advice, 
nd  prevented  his  fettlement  at  that  time.  He  had  re- 
ufed  to  join  in  communion  with  the  church  at  Bofton, 
>ecaufe  they  would  not  make  a  public  declaration  of  their 
epentance  for  holding  communion  with  the  church  of 
ingland  whilft  they  lived  there.  He  was  charged  with 
livers  exceptionable  tenets,  as  “  that  it  is  not  lawful  for 
godly  man  to  have  communion,  in  family  prayer  or  in 
n  oath,  with  fuch  as  they  judge  unregenerate,  and  there- 
ore  he  refufed  the  oath  of  fidelity  and  taught  others  fo 
0  do — that  it  is  not  lawful  for  an  unregenerate  man  to 
>ray — that  the  magifirate  has  nothing  to  do  in  matters  of 
he  firfl  table  another  tenet  is  added,  which  ought  not 
0  have  been  ranked  with  the  former,  viz.  cc  that  to  pu- 
lifh  a  man  for  any  matters  of  his  conlcience  is  perfecu- 
1011  j~.”  The  magiftrates  lent  a  fecond  time  to  the  church 
if  Salem  to  defire  them  to  forbear  calling  him  to  office, 
>utthey  refufed  to  hearken  to  their  advice,  and  proceeded 
t  Hubbard. 

to 
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1  %4  to  ordain  him,  Mr.  Skelton,  their  former  minifter,  dying 
a  little  before.  Mr.  Williams  caufed  the  church  of  Sa¬ 
lem  to  fend  their  letters  of  admonition  to  the  church  at 
Boston,  and  to  feveral  other  churches,  accufing  the  ma¬ 
gi  ft  rates,  which  were  members  of  them,  of  divers  heinous 
offences,  would  admit  no  church  to  be  pure  but  the 
church  of  Salem  ;  but  at  length,  becaufe  the  members  of 
that  church  would  not  feparate  not  only  from  all  the 
churches  in  Old  England,  but  from  all  in  New-England 
alfo,  he  feparated  from  them  ;  and,  to  make  compleat 
work  of  it,  he  feparated  from  his  own  wife,  and  would 
neither  afk  a  bleffing  nor  give  thanks  at  his  meals  if  his 
wife  was  prefent,  becaufe  fbe  attended  the  pubiick  wor- 
fhip  in  the  church  of  Salem  *  But  what  gave  juft  occa- 
fion  to  the  civil  power  to  interpofe,  was  his  influencing 
Mr.  Endicot,  one  of  the  magiftrates  and  a  member  of 
his  church,  to  cut  the  crofs  out  of  the  King’s  colours,  as 
being  a  relique  of  antichriftian  fuperfticion  f .  A  writer 
ot  the  hiftory  of  thofe  times  queftions  whether  his  zeal 
would  have  carried  him  fofar,  as  to  refufe  to  receive  the 
King’s  coin  becaufe  of  the  crofs  upon  it.  Endeavours 
were  ufed  to  \  eclaim  him,  but  to  no  purpofe,  and  at  length 
he  was  banifhed  the  jurifdidion.  He  removed  to  the 
fouthward,  to  look  out  for  a  new  fettlement  among  the 
Indians,  and  fixed  upon  a  place  called  by  them  Mofhaw- 
fick,  but  by  him  Providence  $.  After  all  that  has  been 
laid  of  the  adions  or  tenets  of  this  perfon  while  he  was 
in  the  Maflachufets,  it  ought  for  ever  to  be  remembred 
to  his  honor,  that,  for  forty  years  after,  inftead  of  fliew- 
ing  any  revengeful  refentmenc  againft  the  colony  from 
which  he  had  been  banifhed,  he  feems  to  have  been  con¬ 
tinually  employed  in  ads  of  kindnefs  and  benevolence, 
giving  them  notice,  from  time  to  time,  not  only  of  every 

*  Hubbard . 

f  Many  of  the  militia  refuted  to  train  with  the  mangled  defaced 
colours*  This  ferupie  afterwards  prevailed,  and  the  crofs  was  left  out 
of  the  colours,  and  generally  condemned  as  unlawful. 

X  The  inhabitants  have  a  veneration  for  a  fpring  which  runs  from 
the  hill  into  the  river  above  the  great  bridge.  The  fight  of  this  fprir.g 
caufed  him  to  Hop  his  canoe  and  land  there* 

motion 


* 
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motion  of  the  Indians  over  whom  he  had  very  great  1634. 
influence,  but  a!fo  of  the  unjuft  deflgns  of  the  Englifli 
within  the  new  colony,  of  which  he  himfelf  had  been 
the  founder  and  governor,  and  continued  the  patron  *. 

Mr. 

V 

$ 

*  Mr.  Calender,  in  his  century  fermon  at  Rhode  Iiland,  queftions 
Mr.  Williams’s  ever  profeffing  himfelf  a  baptift  :  but  Mr.  Hubbard 
fays,  he  was  rebaptized  at  Providence  by  one  Holman,  and  that  Mr# 
Williams  in  return  baptized  him  and  ten  .more,  but  afterwards  re¬ 
nounced  this  baptifm,  not  being  able  to  derive  the  authority  of  it  from 
the  apodles  but  through  the  mincers  of  the  church  of  England,  whom 
he  judged  to  be  antichrilba-a.  hie  refufed  communion  with  all  chrif- 
tians  of  every  profeHio^j  and  conceived  that  God  would  raife  up  new 
apoft  es,  and  expend  to  he  one  himfelf,  but  afterwards  changed  from 
thefe  principles,  and  would  preach  and  pray  with  all  that  would  hear 
him  without  any  diftindlion.  In  the  year  1677,  he  publilhed  a  defence 
of  fome  fundamental  do&rines  of  chriftianity  againlt  the  quakers.  la 
1643  he  went  to  England,  and,  by  the  intereft  of  Sir  Henry  Vane, 
obtained  from  the  Earl  of  Warwick  a  charter  of  incorporation  of  Pro¬ 
vidence  plantation  in  Narraghanfet  bay.  He  feems  to  have  been  well 
refpe&ed  In  England.  He  brought  a  letter  to  the  governor  of  Muiia- 
chufets  bay,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy. 

To  the  right  worfhipful  the  governor  and  nlMnnts  and  the  reft 
of  our  worthy  friends  in  the  plantation  of  MalTachufets  bay. 

Our  much  honour’d  friends. 

Taking  notice,  fome  of  u?,  of  long  time,  of  Mr.  Roger  Williams 
his  good  affe&ions  and  confcience,  and  of  his  fufferings  by  our  com¬ 
mon  enemy  and  opprefiors  of  God’s  people  the  prelates";  as  alfo  of  his 
great  indulby  and  travels  in  his  printed  Indian  labours  in  your  parts 
(the  like  whereof  we  have  not  feen  extant  from  any  part  of  America) 
and  in  which  refped  it  hath  pleafed  both  houfes  of  parliament  to  grant 
unto  him  and  friends  with  him  a  free-and  abfolute  charter  of  civil  go¬ 
vernment  for  thofe  parts  of  his  abode,  and  withal  forrowfully  relenting, 
that  amongft  good  men  (our  friends)  driven  to  the  ends  of  the  world, 
exercbed  with  the  trials  of  a  wildernefs,  and  who  mutually  give  good 
teibmony  each  of  tne  other  (as  we  obferve  you  do  of  him  and  he  abun¬ 
dantly  Ox  you )  there  fhould  be  fuch  a  diftance.  We  thought  it  fit,  upon 
d  vers  confiderations,  to  profefs  our  great  deiires  of  both  your  utmoft 
endeavours  of  nearer  doling  and  of  ready  expreffing  thofe  good  af— 
feclions  (which  we  perceive  you  bear  each  to  other)  in  the  adtual  per¬ 
formance  of  all  friendly  offices.  The  rather  becaufe  of  thofe  bad 
neighbours  you  are  likely  to  find  too  too  near  you  in  Virginia,  and  the 
unfriendly  vifics  from  the  Weft  of  England  and  from  Ireland.  That 
'howfoever  it  may  pleafe  the  Molt  High  to  ffiake  our  foundations,  yet 

the 
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1634  {l  M*'  End‘cot  was  fentenced  by  the  court  “  for  his  rafli- 
tt  .ne  s’  unchantablenefs,  indifcretion,  and  exceeding  the 

«  1|?ltS,°rfLh.1S,C?mmiffion’  t0  be  fau)y  admonUhedf  and 

<t  a,  °i  u  r  c  ,  bor  beaidng  any  office  in  the  cotnmon- 
weakh  tor  tne  fpace  of  a  year  next  entiling.”  He 

protefted  againft  the  proceeding  of  the  court,  and  an  or¬ 
der  patted  for  his  commitment,  but  upon  his  fubmiffion 
he  was  difmiffed. 

Mr  .  Winthrop’s  condud  had  been  fuch,  from  his  firft 
affociating  with  the  comply  in  England  until  his  being 
dropped  this  year  from  his  plac*  cf  governor,  that  unlefs 
tne  oitracifm  of  the  ancient  Greeks  had  been  revived  in 
tms  new  commonweakh,  it  was  reafonable  to  exped  that 
he  mould  be  our  of  all  danger  of  fo  much  as  the  leaft 
thought  to  his  prejudice,  and  yet  he  had  a  little  taft*  of 
what,  in  many  other  popular  governments,  their  sreatefl 
benefadors  have  taken  a  large  potion.  After  he  was  out 
ct  the  chair,  he  was-queftioned  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  difagreeable  to  him,  concerning  his 
receipts  and  difburfemencs  for  the  publick  during  hit  ad- 
mimftration.  Having  dilcharged  himfelf  with  crreac 

honor,  he  concludes  his  declaration  and  account  in  thefe 
words  * : 

the  report  of  your  peaceable  and  profperous  plantations  may  be  fome 
refreflnngs  to  ■ 

Your  true  and  faithful  friends 
Oliver  St.  John 
Gilbert  Pickering 
Robert  Harley 

John  Guidon  . . . 

7  his  letter  produced  a  profeffion  of  readinefs  to  all  offices  of  chriflian 
love  and  mutual  correspondence  ;  but,  unlefs  he  could  be  brought  to 
laydown  his  dangerous  principles  of  reparation,  they  faw  no  ?eafon 
why  to  concede  to  him,  or  any  fo  perfwaded,  free  liberty  of  in^refs 
and  egrefs,  left  the  people  fhould  be  drawn  away  with  fuch  erroneous 
opinions.  He  died  in  1682,  forty  eight  years  after  his  banifhment. 

He  might  have  torn  l.is  books  of  accounts,  as  Scipio  Africanus 
did,  and  given  the  ungrateful  populace  this  anfwer.  A  colony,  now 
in  a  nounfhing  ef  ate,  has  been  ltd  out  and  fettled  under  my  diredticn. 

My  own  fu  bit  a  nee  is  coniumed,  Spend  no  more  time  in  harangues, 
but  give  thanks  to  God. 

u  In 


Cor.  Holland 

John  Blackifow 
Ifaac  Pennington 
Miles  Corbett 


Northumberland 
P.  Wharton 
Tho.  Barrington 
William  Mafham 
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«  In  all  thefe  things,  which  I  offer,  I  refer  myfelf  to  1634 
«  the  wifdom  and  julticeof  the  court,  with  this  protefta- 
tion,  that  it  repenteth  me  not  of  my  coft  or  labour  be- 
«  flowed  in  the  fervice  of  this  commonwealth,  but  do 
“  heartily  bids  the  Lord  our  God,  that  he  hath  pleafed 
to  honour  me  fo  far,  as  to  call  tor  any  thing  he  hath 
«  bellowed  upon  me  for  the  fcrvice  of  his  church  and 
peopie  here,  the  profperity  whereof  and  his  gracious 
44  acceptance  (hall  be  an  abundant  recompence  to  me. 

“  I  conclude  with  this  one  requeft  (which  in  juftice 
cc  may  not  be  denied  me)  that  as  it  ftands  upon  record, 

«  that  upon  the  difeharge  of  my  office  I  was  called  to  ac- 
<c  count,  fo  this  my  declaration  may  be  recorded  alio, 

“  left  hereafter,  when  I  (hall  be  forgotten,  fome  blemifh 
“  may  lye  upon  my  pofterity,  when  there  ffiall  be  no- 
thing  to  clear  it. 

Sept.  4,  1634*.  John  Winthrop.” 

In  the  year  1635+,  there  was  a  great  addition  made  1635 
to  the  numbers  of  inhabitants ;  among  others  Mr.  Vane, 
afterwards  Sir  Henry  V ane,  was  admitted  to  the  freedom 
of  the  colony  on  the  3d  of  March;  and  at  the  lame  time 
Mr.  Harlakenden,  a  gentleman  of  good  family  and 
eftate.  There  were  many  others,  as  Mr.  Bellingham, 

Mr.  Dummer,  of  the  magiftrates;  Mr.  R.  Mather,  Mr. 
Norton,  Mr.  Shepard,  and  Mr.  Peters,  of  the  minillers, 
who  came  over  in  this  and  the  laft  year,  determined  to 
take  up  their  abode,  and  many  other  perfons  of  figure 

*  Mr.  Winthrop,  about  this  time,  received  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of 
Warwick,  congratulating  the  fucccfs  of  the  plantation,  and  offering 
his  affiftance  in  their  proceedings.  Hubbard. 

f  Mr.  Maverick,  the  miniiter  of  Dorcheller,  died  the  third  of  Feb¬ 
ruary  1635,  aged  about  60.  Hubbard, 

In  the  fpring  of  ^634,  they  firll  turned  their  thoughts  to  fortifying 
the  harbour  of  Bofton.  Mr.  Winthrop,  the  governor,  and  8  or  10 
of  the  principal  men,  went  down  ro  wha:  is  now  called  caftle  ill  md  in 
a  boat,  the  day  being  warm  and  pleafant,  the  winter  as  they  luppofed 
breaking  up,  but  they  were  furprized  by  a  north-wefter,  and  the  cold 
fo  great  as  to  freeze  all  up,  fo  as  that  for  a  day  and  a  night  they  could 
not  get  off  the  ifland,  and  were  forced  to  lodge  upon  the  ground  and 
in  heaps  to  prevent  freezing.  ‘Jibi/on, 
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Xing  ,«  ‘“^""piemuni  by  exprefs  order  of  the 
rip  oPni;  Jr1  ym'  ^r'  HamPden»  Sir  Arthur  Hafle- 
hv  0  ,  Cr0mwel1.’  &c-  I  know  this  is  queftioned 

y  me  authors,  but  it  appears  plainly  by  a  letter  from 

Lord  Say  a  d  Seal  to  Mr.  Vane,  and  a  lelter  from  Mn 
ot.on  to  the  lame  nobleman,  as  I  take  it,  though  his 

rnaSe  ivhiC  TTl  ”d  “  anfwer  «>  “‘‘tain  demand! 
made  by  him,  that  his  Lord/hip  himfelf  and  Lord  Brooke 

and  others  were  not  without  thoughts  of  removing  to 

eW".  n8  anc>  and  that  feveral  other  perfons  of  quality 

ZZV"Tty  -Ut  rem0val  allb’  buc  undetermined 
In  V°  ,,01n,the  Makachufets  or  to  fettle  a  new  co- 

•  7;  V 'C  Ic!1frter»  the  number  of  affiftants  might  be 

fr om Trn  bUt  °,- they  hat1  chofen  a  !efs  number, 

•  n-  u  ,)iCn  left  room,  as  any  gentleman  of  dif- 

emcaon  came  over,  to  admit  him  to  a  ihare  in  the  a0- 
vernment  without  leaving  out  any  of  the  former  affiftants. 

It  appears,  by  the  demands  juft  mentioned,  that  fome 

o  the  nobility  and  principal  commoners  of  that  day  had 
wnat  appears  at  this  day  to  be  very  ftrange,  apprehenfions 
cf  the  relation  they  ftiould  ftand  in  to  Great  Britain,  after 
them  remova  to  America.  Many  of  the  propofals  were 
Inch,  as  imply  that  they  thought  themfelves  at  full  li- 
berty  without  any  charter  from  the  crown,  to  eftablifh 
fuen  lort  of  government  as  they  thought  proper,  and  to 

rate  as  a11  intents  and  purpofes  as  if 

they  had  been  in  a  Rate  of  nature,  and  were  making  their 
fir  ft  entrance  into  civil  fociety.  The  importance  of  the 
colonies  to  the  nation  was  not  fully  underftood  and  con- 
fidered  Perhaps  the  party,  which  then  prevailed  in 
England,  would  have  been  content  to  have  been  rid  of 
the  heads  of  what  was  deemed  a  faction  in  the  govern¬ 
ment,  and  to  have  had  no  further  connexion  with  them. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  this  fentiment,  in  perfons  of  fuch  figure 
and  diftindlion,  will  in  a  great  meafure  excufe  the  feme 
rmftake  which  will  appear  to  have  been  made  by  our  firft 
let  tiers,  in  many  inftances  in  the  courfe  of  our  hiftory. 
The  anlwer  made  to  the  demands  ferms  not  to  have  been 

''  '  fads- 
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itisfa&ory,  for  thefe  Lords  and  gentlemen,  foon  after,  i 
gain  turned  their  thoughts  to  Connecticut,  where  they 
^ere  expeCted  to  arrive  every  year,  until  after  1640  *. 

Mr.  Haynes  was  chofen  governor  for  this  year,  and 
dr.  Bellingham  deputy  governor;  Mr.  Dummer  and 
dr.  Haugh  were  added  to  the  affiftants  ~f\  The  inha- 
itants  of  the  plantation,  being  fo  much  increafed,  found 
:  difficult  to  pitch  upon  convenient  places  for  fettlements. 
dr.  Hooker  and  Mr.  Cotton  uere  defervedly  in  high 
fteem ;  fome  of  the  principal  perfons  were  ftrongly  at- 
iched  to  the  one  of  them,  and  fome  to  the  other.  The 
reat  influence,  which  Mr.  Cotton  had  in  the  colony, 
lclined  Mr.  Hooker  and  his  friends  to  remove  to  fome 
lace  more  remote  from  Bofton  than  Newtown.  Befides, 
aey  alledged,  as  a  reafon  for  their  removal,  that  they 
fere  ftraitened  for  room,  and  thereupon  viewed  divers 
Lees  on  the  fea-coaft,  but  were  not  fatisfied  with  them. 

.  hree  or  four  perfons,  had,  fome  time  before  J,  travelled 
feftward  into  the  country  an  hundred  miles  upon  difeo- 
ery,  until  they  if  ruck  a  great  river,  which  afterwards  they 
aund  to  be  Connecticut  or  the  frefh  river,  where  there 
/ere  many  fpots  of  interval  land,  and  land  in  other  refpeCts 
d  be  defired  for  fettlemenr.  The  Dutch  at  the  Manha- 
os  had  fome  knowledge  of  this  place,  and  had  given 
itimations  of  it  to  the  people  of  new  Plirnouth  with 
fhom  they  had  commerce,  but  Plirnouth  government 
ept  their  intelligence  fecret  §.  A  letter  from  Mr.  Win- 
*ow  of  New-Plimouth  Sept.  26,  1633,  mentions  their 
aving  been  up  the  river.  They  forbad  the  Dutch  mak- 
* 

*  See  the  Appendix. 

d  Mp  -Ludlow  aiming  at  the  governor’s  place  the  year  before,  and 
eing  diiappointed,  had  protefted  againft  the  choice  ;  which  fo  offended 
le  freemen,  that  this  year  they  left  him  out  of  the  magiitracy.  He 
amoved  loon  after  to  Connecticut. 

t  ^ie  year  1633.  Thefe  were  John  Oldham  before-mentioned, 
amuel  Hall  and  others.  Hubbard . 

V  Hie  commiflioners  of  the  united  colonies,  in  a  declaration  againit 
ie  Dutch  in  1653,  fay,  that  “Mr.  Window,  one  of  the  com  mi  limn¬ 
ers  for  Plirnouth,  difeovered  the  frefh  liver  when  the  Dutch  had 

neither  trading  houfe  nor  any  pretence  to  a  foot  of  land  there. ” 
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l^35  ing  any  fettlements  there,  and  fet  up  a  trading  houfe  therri- 
fdves  The  governor  of  the  Maffachufets  alfo,  this 
year  1635,  ‘ent  a  bark  round  the  cape  to  the  Dutch  gover- 
nor,  to  acquaint:  him  that  the  King  had  granted  the  river 
and  country  of  Connedticut  to  his  own  iubjedls,  and  de- 
iired  him  to  forbear  building  any  where  thereabouts* 
'Ibis  river  Mr.  Hooker  and  his  friends  pitched  upon  as 
the  moft  1  kely  place  to  accommodate  them.  The  lat¬ 
ter  end  or  the  iaft  year  (1634)  they  intended  to  remove, 
and  applied  to  the  court  for  leave  f.  Of  21  members  of 
the  lower  houfe,  1 5  were  for  their  removal ;  but  of  the 
magiftrates,  the  governor  and  two  affiftants  only  were  for 
it,  the  deputy  governor  Mr.  Winthrop  and  the  reft  of 
the  affiftants  againft  it ;  but  ftill,  as  the  lower  houfe  was 
fo  much  more  numerous  than  the  upper,  the  major  part 
of  the  whole  court  was  for  it.  This  divifion  was  the  oc¬ 
casion  of  firft  darting  the  queftion  about  the  negative 
voice.  The  deputies  or  reprefentatives  infided  that  the 
voice  of  a  major  part  of  the  affiftants  was  not  neceffary. 
The  affiftants  refufed  to  give  up  their  right,  and  the  bu- 
finefs  was  at  a  ftand.  The  whole  court  agreed  to  keep  a 
day  of  humiliation  and  prayer,  to  feek  the  divine  diredion 
in  ali  the  congregations  in  the  colony,  and  to  meet  again 
the  next  week  after.  At  the  opening  of  the  court,  Mr. 
Cotton  preached  from  Hag.  II.  4.  “  Yet  now  be  ftrongO 
Zerubba^el,  faith  the  Lord,  and  be  ftrong  O  Jofhua  the 
fon  of  Jofedech  the  high  prieft,  and  be  ftrong  all  ye  people 
of  the  land,  faith  the  Lord,  and  work,  for  I  am  with  you, 
faith  the  Lord  of  hoftsffi  His  ferrnon  v\  as  as  pertinent  to 
the  occafion  as  his  text,  and  prevailed  upon  the  deputies 
to  give  up  the  point  at  that  time  J.  Here  was  a  crifis, 
when  the  patricians,  if  1  may  fo  {tile  them*  were  in  dan¬ 
ger  of  lofing  great  part  of  their  weight  in  the  govern¬ 
ment.  It  may  feern  a  matter  of  lefs  confequence  than  it 

*  Hubbard. 

4  ft  was  the  general  fenfe  of  the  inhabitants,  that  they  were  all  mu¬ 
tually  bound  to  one  another  by  the  oath  of  a  freeman  as  well  as  the 
original  compact,  fo  as  not  to  be  at  liberty  tafeparate  without  the  con- 
lent  of  the  whole. 

J  Hubbard. 
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would  have  been,  if  the  office  of  affldant  had  by  charter  1635 
been  hereditary  or  even  for  life  ;  but  the  afiidants,  aided 
by  the  elders  who  had  great  influence  with  the  people, 
were  in  a  good  mealure  lecure  of  their  places.  It  was 
by  the  fame  aid  that  they  now  carried  the  point  again!! 
the  plebeians.  There  was  no  occafion  for  prodigies  or 
other  arts  of  the  priefts  of  old  Rome.  A  judicious  dif- 
courfe  from  a  well  chofen  text  was  more  rational,  and  had 
a  more  lading  effedt. 

There  were  fome  circumflances  very  difcouraging ; 
particularly  the  neighbourhood  of  the  Dutch  on  the  one 
fide,  and  fome  intelligence  received  of  the  defigns  of  the 
Pequod*  Indians  on  the  other,  and  of  their  having  kdled 
Capt.  Stone  and  his  company  as  he  was  going  up  the  river; 
but  they  could  not  be  fatisfied  until  they  had  accomplifhed 
their  intentions  and  obtained  the  leave  of  the  court. 

THEYmetwith  a  new  company, which  arrived  thisyear, 
who  purchafed  their  efiates  and  fettled  at  Newtown  in  their 
(lead,  with  Mr.  Shepard  for  their  minifler.  They  did  not 
take  their  departure  until  June  the  next  year,  and  then 
about  an  hundred  perfons  in  the  fird  company,  fome  of 
them  had  lived  in  fplendour  and  delicacy  in  England,  fee 
outon  foot  to  travel  an  hundred  and  twenty  or  thirty  mi  es 
with  their  wives  and  children,  near  a  fortnight’s  journey, 
having  no  pillars  but  Jacob’s,  and  no  canopy  but  the 
heavens,  a  wildernefs  to  go  thro’  without  the  lead  culti¬ 
vation,  in  mod  places  no  path  nor  any  marks  to  guide 
them,  depending  upon  the  compafs  to  deer  by,  many 
hideous  fwamps  and  very  high  mountains,  befide  five  or 
fix  rivers  or  different  parts  of  the  fame  winding  river  (the 
Chickapi)  not  every  where  fordable,  which  they  could 
not  avoid.  The  greated  part  of  the  lands,  they  were  going 
to,  were  evidently  without  the  jurifdidlion  of  the  Mafia- 

*  I  fuppofe  the  chief  country  of  the  Pequods  to  be  at  or  near  the 
mouth  of  the  river  at  Stonington,  towards  Nevv-London,  which  is 
fitUHted  at  the  mouth  of  what  was  properly  Pequod  river.  The  chief 
Sachem  was  called  Tatobam,  a  very  (tout  fellow.  Tarobain  hated 
the  Englifh,  and  was  ever  moving  the  other  Indians  to  join  with  him 
againlt  them.  Win/.  anf%  to  Gonon. 
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l&35  chufets;  neverthelefs  they  rock  a  commifilon  from  the 
authority  of  that  colony  to  govern  in  Conrte<5ficut.  There 
are  other  inftances,  which  ihew  that  they  fuppofed  they 
retained  iome  author}' y  over  their  inhabitants,  even 
when  out  of  the  limits  of  the  colony -f. 

1  he  Plimouth  people,  notwithstanding  the  French 
piracy  in  1632,  kept  pofiefijon  of  their  houfe  at  Penob- 
fcot,  and  carried  on  trade  with  the  Indians  ;  but  in  1635, 
Roffjllon,  commander  of  a  French  fort  at  La  Have  upon 
the  Nova  Scotia  fhore,  fent  a  French  man  of  war  to  Pe- 
nobfcot,  which  took  pofTefiion  of  the  trading  houfe  and 
all  the  goods.  The  French  gave  their  bills  for  the  goods, 
and  lent  away  all  the  men.  The  commander  wrote  to  the 
governor  of  Plimouth,  that  he  had  orders  to  difplace  all 
the  Englifh  as  far  as  Pemaquid,  but  to  thofe  weft- 
ward  he  would  fhew  all  courtefy.  The  Plimouth  govern¬ 
ment,  who  fuppofed  they  had  good  right  to  the  place,  were 
not  wilhng  to  put  up  the  injury  quietly,  and  hired  a  large 
fihipof  fome  force,  the  Hope  of  Ipfwich  in  England, 
- Girling,  commander,  to  difplace  the  French.  Gir¬ 
ling  was  to  have  two  hundred  pounds  if  he  effected  it. 
A  barque  with  20  men  was  fent  with  him  as  a  tender.* 
But  the  French,  having  notice  of  the  defign,  fortified  the 
place,  and  Girling  having  near  fpent  his  ammunition,  fent 

f  They  were  reduced  to  great  extremity,  the  fir  ft  winter ;  their  pro¬ 
visions  being  detained  at  the  river’s  month,  by  the  feverity  of  the  wea¬ 
ther,  the  fiream  being  frozen  all  the  way.  Some  fettered  down  to¬ 
wards  the  mouth  of  the  river,  others  ventured  thro*  the  woods  back  to 
the  Bay,  one  or  two  of  whom  perifhed.  A  few  only  remained  to  look 
after  the  cattle,  many  of  which  were  loft.  Hubbard. 

Several  authors,  and  Douglafs  among  the  reft,  fuppofe  this  fettle- 
men  t  to  have  been  began  by  the  more  rigid  brethren  who  feparated 
«fro  m  the  reft.  1  queffion  whether  they  had  any  grounds  for  their  fupr 
pofition.  The  peculiar  tenets  of  Mr.  Vane  and  Mrs.  Hutchinfon  did 
not  prevail  until  1636.  Mr.  Hooker  oppofed  them.  “  A  copy  of 
Mr.  Vane’s  expreflions  at  Roxbury,  J  defire  to  fee  and  receive  by  the 
next  mefTenger.— I  have  heard  my  brother  Eliot  is  come  about  to  this 
opinion  ;  I  have  writ  to  him  about  it.  i  would  fain  come  to  a  bandy, 
where  1  might  be  a  little  rude  in  the  bufinefs,  for  I  do  as  verily  be¬ 
lieve  it  to  be  falfe,  as  I  do  believe  any  article  of  my  faith  to  be  true. 
Hooker  to  Shepard. 
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the  barque  to  the  MafTachufets  for  aid.  Two  perfons  1635 
came  from  Plimouth  alfo  to  treat  about  ir,  and  the  court 
agreed  to  afiift  their  neighbours  by  a  fubicription  among 
themfelves;  but  provifion  was  fofcarce,  that  there  could 
not  fufficient  be  had,  fuddenly,  to  fit  out  an  expedition 
of  an  hundred  men  only  ;  fo  the  matter  was  deferred  to 
a  further  time,  and  Girling  returned,  leaving  the  French 
in  pofleffion,  which  they  continued  until  1654. 

The  fituation  the  colony  was  in  at  this  time  mult  have 
given  them  a  threatning  profpedt  •,  the  French  on  their 
borders  on  one  fide,  the  Dutch  on  the  other,  the  Indians 
in  the  midft  retrained  only  by  want  of  union  among 
themfelves  from  breaking  up  all  fettkments,  they  being 
utterly  deiencelels. 

This  year  Mr.  Winthrop,jun.  returned  from  England, 
whither  he  had  gone  the  year  before,  and  brought  a  corn- 
million*,  from  the  Lord  Say  and  Seal,  and  Lord  Brook 
and  others,  to  be  their  governor  of  their  plantation  at 
Connecticut.  A  fort  was  built  at  the  mouth  of  the  river, 
known  by  the  name  of  Saybrook  fort.  He  brought  alfo 
a  number  of  men  with  arms  ammunition  and  ftores,  and 
two  thoufand  pounds  in  money  to  bring  forward  a  fettle- 
ment.  This  commiffion  interfered  with  the  intended  fet- 
tlements  by  the  Mafifachufets ;  notwithflanding  that,  as 
a  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Watertown  had  poflefied 
themfelves  of  a  fine  piece  of  meadow  at  Weathersfield 
beiow  Hartford  where  Mr.  Hooker  and  his  company 
fettled,  the  agents  for  the  Lords,  being  well  difpoftd  to 
promote  the  general  good,  permitted  thefe  fettlers  quietly 
to  enjoy  their  polfelfions.  The  fortrefs  below  ftruck 
terror  into  the  Indians,  and  quieted  the  minds  of  the 
Englifh.  Plimouth  was  difTatisfied  with  being  thus  fup- 
planted  by  the  Maffachufets  (the  Dorchefler  men  as  I 
luppofe  having  pitched  upon  the  (pot  where  Plimouth  had 

*  How  can  we  account  for  it  that  they  fhou'd  imagine  they  had  a 
right  to  fetile  colonies  and  efiablilh  what  form  of  government  they 
pleafed  r  i  en  years  after,  it  might  well  enough  be  fuppofed,  but  this 
was  lever al  years  before  the  confufions  in  England  began. 
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1635  built  a  trading  houfe,  and,  as  they  alledged,  -had  pur- 
chafed  the  lands  of  the  Indians)  and  demanded  an  hun¬ 
dred  pounds  or  part  of  the  land.  There  was  great  dan¬ 
ger  of  a  warm  contention  between  the  two  colonies,  but 
at  length  the  Dorchefter  men  made  fuch  offers  of  fatis- 
fadtion  that  Plimouth  accepted  them.  The  Dutch  alfo 
fent  home  to  Holland  for  inftrudtions,  intending  to 
maintain  their  claim  to  the  river  or  the  place  where  they 
had  poffeffion  ;  but  upon  a  treaty  afterwards  with  the 
commiffioners  of  the  united  colonies,  they  quitted  all 
claim  to  all  parts  of  the  river,  refigning  it  up  to  the 
Englifhp. 

Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  and  Capt.  Mafon,  having  been 
at  more  expence  and  taken  more  pains  than  any  other 
members  of  the  grand  council  of  Plimouth,  and  per¬ 
ceiving  no  profpedl  of  any  equivalent  return,  and  fear¬ 
ing  from  the  great  clamour  in  the  nation  againft  mo¬ 
nopolies  that  they  fhould  e’er  long  be  forced  to  refign  up 
their  grand  charter,  they  entered  this  year  upon  a  new 
project,  viz.  to  procure  a  general  governor  for  the  whole 
country  of  New- England  to  be  forthwith  fent  over,  and 
becaufe  the  MafTachufets  charter  flood  in  their  way  they 
endeavoured  a  revocation  of  it,  that  fo  the  whole  from  St. 
Croix  to  Maryland  might  be  brought  under  the  fame  form 
of  government.  The  fettlementof  the  Dutch  at  Manha- 
dos,  which  lay  within  thofe  limits,  both  then  and  at  all 
other  times  was  confidered  by  the  Englifh  court  as  an 
intrufion,  as  indeed  it  was*.  In  June,  letters  were  re¬ 
ceived 

*f  Hubbard. 

*  In  1609  Henry  Hudfon  an  EngHfhman,  from  fome  mifunder- 
Ilanding  between  the  Eaft-lndia  company  and  him,  engaged  in  the 
Dutch  fervice.  On  his  return  from  the  ffraights  and  bay  which  bear 
his  name,  he  made  the  fsrft  difeovery  of  Hudfon’s  river  and  went  up 
as  far  as  Aurania  (Albany)  or  near  to  it.  The  Dutch,  a  few  years  after, 
built  a  fmall  houfc  or  fort  there  for  the  fake  of  trade,  pretending  no 
title  to  the  country.  It  has  been  obferved,  that  the  Englifh  who  came 
to  New  Plimouth  intended  in  1620  to  have  fettled  there.  Negle&ed 
by  the  Englifh  court,  the  Dutch  began  a  fettlement  foon  after.  It  has 
been  fometimes  urged,  that  the  line  of  the  MafTachufets  charter 
which  extends  to  the  South  Sea  or  until  it  meets  the  fettlemcnts  of 
fome  other  chriflian  prince  or  i\ ate,  was  fo  exprefled,  from  a  particu- 
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ceived  from  Lord  Say,  advifing  that  petitions  had  been  1635 
prefered  to  the  King  and  to  the  Lords  of  the  council,  by 
the  Duke  of  Lenox,  Marquis  of  Hamilton  and  divers 
other  noblemen,  together  with  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  and 
Capt.  Mafon,  but  conceived  to  be  the  project  of  Sir  F. 
Gorges  only.  That,  to  the  Lords,  was  as  follows,  viz, 

Ci  May  it  pleafe  your  Lordfbips, 

<6  Whereas  it  pleafed  your  Lordfhips  to  give  orders 
<c  to  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  to  confer  with  fuch  as  were 
c<  chiefly  interefted  in  the  plantation  of  New- England,  to 
<c.  refolve  whether  they  would refign  wholly  to  hisMajefty 
cc  the  patent  of  New-England,  and  to  leave  to  hisMajefty 
<c  and  his  council  the  foie  management  of  the  public 
<c  affairs,  with  refervation  of  every  man’s  right  formerly 
cc  granted  ;  cr  whether  they  would  ftand  to  the  faid  pa- 
<c  tent,  and  profecutethe  bufinefs  among  themfelves,  and 
<c  have  the  faid  patent  renewed,  with  the  reformation  or 
<c  addition  of  fuch  things  as  fhould  be  found  expedient. 

We  whofe  names  are  here  underwritten,  being  intereft- 
cc  ed  in  that  bufinefs,  do  humbly  fubmitto  his  Majefty’s 
<c  pleafure  to  do  therewith  as  he  pleafeth.  But  withal 
<c  we  humbly  defire,  that,  upon  our  refignation  of  our 
cc  faid  patent,  his  Majefty  being  to  difpofe  of  the  whole 
<c  country  feverally  and  immediately  from  himfelf,  thofe 
“  divifions  upon  the  fea-coaft,  that  are  hereunder  defigned, 
u  may  be  inftantly confirmed  andbeftowed  by  newgrants 
“  from  his  Majefty  unto  us,  to  be  holden  of  his  Majefty, 
paying  the  fifth  part,  &c.  and  with  the  privilege 

lar  regard  to  this  Dutch  fettlement,  and  that  a  line  to  extend  to  the 
Sp.nifh  fettlemenrs  was  too  extravagant  to  have  been  intended  ;  but 
the  Dutch  were  never  allowed  by  the  Englifh  to  have  any  title  to  the 
country,  and  at  the  time  of  granting  the  charter,  there  were  only  a 
few  ftragglers  there,  Cromwell  and  the  parliament  before  him  con- 
fidered  them  as  intruders,  and  blamed  the  Englifh  colonies  that  they 
had  not  extirpated  them.  I  he  geography  of  this  part  of  America  was 
lefs  underflood  than  it  is  at  prelenr.  A  line  to  the  Sp a n i fh  fettlements 
was  imagined  to  be  much  fhorter  than  it  really  was.  Some  of  Ch.im-, 
plain  s  people,  in  the  beginning  of  the  la(t  century,  who  had  been, 
but  a  few  days  on  a  march  from  Quebeck,  returned  with  great  joy, 

fuppofing  that  from  the  top  of  a  high  mountain  they  had  difeovered 
the  South-Sea. 
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1635“  of  thefaid  patent  and  fuch  further  royalties  as  the  Lord 
“  of  Baltimore  hath  in  his,  patent  for  the  country  of  Ma- 
<c  ryland  ;  faving  only,  that  we  fhould  fubmit  ourfelves 
<c  to  the  general  governor  now  prefently  to  beeftahlifhed 
by  his  Majefty  for  the  whole  country,  and  after  his 
deceafe  or  other  determination  of  his  office,  that  then, 
“  from  the  Lords  of  his  province,  there  may  be  an 
l<  eledlion  of  three  by  lot,  which  faid  three  perfons  fo 
cc  fo  elected  ffiall  be  prefented  to  the  King,  that  out  of 
*c  the  number,  one  may  be  chofen  by  his  Majefty  to 
fuceeed  in  the  place  of  the  general  governor,  who 
<c  fhall,  in  perfon,  or  by  his  fufficient  deputy,  refide  in 
the  country  during  the  Ipace  of  three  years  only, 
4<  and  fo  from  three  years  to  three  years  another  gover- 
nor  to  be  chofen  fuceeffively,  and  the  old  governor  to 
<e  be  left  out  of  the  lot  of  choice.” 

The  propofed  divifions  of  the  twelve  provinces  were 
as  follows  :  The  firft,  was  from  St.  Croix  to  Pemaquid  ; 
the  fecOnd,  frotn  Pemaquid  to  Sagadehoc  ;  the  third, 
contained  the  land  between  the  rivers  Amarafcoggin  and 
Kenebeck  ;  the  fourth,  along  the  fea-coaft  from  Sagade- 
hock  to  Pifcataqua ;  the  fifth,  from  Pifcataqua  to 
Naumkeak  ;  the  fixth,  from  Naumkeak,  round  the  fea- 
coaft  by  Cape  Cod,  to  Naraganfet ;  the  feventh,  from 
Nai  aganfet  to  the  half-way  bound  betwixt  that  and  Con¬ 
necticut  river,  and  fo  fifty  miles  up  into  the  country ; 
the  eighth,  from  the  half-way  bound  to  Connrdhcut  ri¬ 
ver,  and  fo  fifty  miles  into  the  country  •,  the  ninth,  from 
Conne&icut  river  along  the  fea-coaft  to  Hudfon’s  river, 
and  fo  up  thirty  miles;  the  tenth,  from  the  thirty  miles 
end  to  crofs  up  forty  miles  eaftward  ;  the  eleventh,  from 
the  weft  fide  of  Hudfon’s  river  thirty  miles  up  the  coun¬ 
try  towards  the  40th  degree,  where  New  England  be- 
ginnerh  ;  the  twelfth,  from  the  end  of  the  30  miles  up 
the  faid  river,  northward  thirty  miles  further,  and  from 
thence  to  crofs  into  the  land  forty  miles.  And  out  of 
every  one  of  thefe  provinces  was  '5000  acres  to  be  grant¬ 
ed  to  certain  perfons  there  named,  in  lieu  of  feme  former 
grants  made  to  each  of  them  in  thofc  divifions  which  they 

were 
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were  now  to  furrender,  and  to  hold  to  each  man  his  5000  1635 
acres  in  fee  of  the  Lord  of  the  province.  And  the  Lord 
of  every  one  of  thole  twelve  provinces  was  to  ft  nd  the  lame 
year  ten  men,  with  the  general  governor,  well  provided. 

To  all  which  was  added, 

<c  It  is  humbly  defired  that  your  Lordfhips  would  be 
pleafed  to  order  thefe  things  following  : 

1.  That  the  patent  for  the  plantation  of  the  MafTa- 
chufets-Bay  may  be  revoked,  and  that  all  thofe  who  have 
any  other  grants  within  any  of  thefe  provinces,  whether 
they  have  planted  or  not  upon  any  part  of  the  fame,  yet 
they  fhall  enjoy  their  lands,  laying  down  their  jura  regalia, 
if  they  had  any,  and  paying  fome  reafonable  acknowledg¬ 
ment  as  freeholders  to  the  Lord  of  the  province  of  whom 
they  are  now  to  take  new  grants  of  their  faid  lands;  and 
in  cafe  any  of  their  lands  fhall  be  found,  having  exorbitant 
bounds,  to  have  been  unlawfully  obtained,  they  fhall  be 
reduced  to  a  lefTer  proportion,  as  may  be  fit  for  the  grantor 
who  is  undertaker,  under  the  direction  of  Sir  Ferdinando 
Gorges.  And  if  the  grantee  fhall  be  any  ways  refraftory, 
and  refufe  to  furrender  and  hold  anew  of  the  faid  Lord 
of  the  province,  that  then  your  Lordfhips  will  take  order 
by  fuch  courfe,  as  law  will  permit,  to  make  void  the  fame. 

2.  That  every  river,  which  parts  two  provinces,  fhall 
equally  belong  half  way  over  to  the  provinces  they  lie 
contiguous  unto. 

3.  That  the  iflands  upon  the  fea-coaft,  or  within  the 
river  of  a  y  province  being  not  here  named,  fhall  belong 
to  the  province  they  lie  neareft  unto. 

4.  That  there  is  offered  to  your  Lordfhips  confide- 
ration  the  building  of  a  city  for  the  feat  of  the  governor  ; 
unto  which  city  forty  thoufand  acres  of  land  may  be  al¬ 
lotted  befides  the  divifions  above  mentioned.  And  that 
every  one,  who  is  to  have  any  of  thefe  provinces,  fhall 
be  at  the  charge  of  fending  over  with  the  governor  tea 
men,  towards  the  building  of  the  faid  city,  wherein  every 
iuch  adventurer  fhall  not  only  have  his  (hare  ol  the  trade 
and  buildings,  but  alfo  lhall  have  all  other  fruit  of  the 
ten  men’s  labour  fent  as  aforefaid. 
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5  Moreover,  there  is  humbly  dedicated,  to  the  founda- 

tion  of  a  church  in  the  faid  city  and  maintainance  of  cler¬ 
gymen  to  ferve  in  the  laid  church,  10,000  acres  of  land 
near  adjoining  to  the  faid  city.” 

The  petition  to  the  King  was  of  this  form  : 

46  May  it  pleafe  your  Majefty, 

Cw  It  is  humbly  de fired  by  the  Duke  of  Lenox,  &c.  an- 
cient  patentees  and  adventurers  in  the  plantation  of 
New-England,  that  forafmuch  as  they  are  now  pre- 
16  fently  to  join  in  the  furrender  to  your  Majefty  of  the 
64  grand  patent  of  their  corporation,  that  your  royal  Ma- 
ct  jefty  will  be  gracioufly  inclined  to  give  order  to  your 
“  attorney  general,  to  draw  feveral  patents  of  fuch  par- 
<c  cels  of  land  as  by  their  mutual  confeflt  have  been  allot- 
ted  to  them,  and  to  have  the  fame  patents  prepared  fit 
<c  for  your  royal  fignature,  with  fuch  titles,  privileges  and 
46  immunities  as  have  been  heretofore  granted,  either  to 
<c  them  or  to  any  other  by  your  Majefty  or  by  your 
“  late  royal  father  King  James  of  blefled  memory, 
<c  with  reservations  of  appeal  to  the  governor  or  lieutenant 
cc  of  the  territories,  in  cafes  reafonabie;  that,  they  know- 
cc  ing  their  own  intereft,  may  be  the  better  able  to  plant 
<c  and  govern  them  to  your  Majefty’s  honour,  their  parti- 
cc  cular  profit,  and  their  people’s  civil  government  and 
<c  faithful  obedience  to  the  laws  of  your  facred  Majefty 
April  6,  1635. 

A  copy  of  fome  grant  or  agreement  concerning  one  of 
the  provinces  toCapt.  Mafon  was  lent  over,  figned  Lenox, 
Hamilton,  Arundel  and  Surry,  Carlifte,  Stirling,  Edward 
Gorges,  Ferd.  Gorges.  Attefted  by  Thomas  Maydwe!], 
Nor.  Pub.  It  has  been  faid,  that  the  Marquisof  Hamilton 
and  the  Earlof  Stirling  both,  obtained  the  like  inftruments, 
and  it  is  poftible  all  the  others  might  alfo.  It  is  not  mate¬ 
rial,  at  this  day,  whether  they  did  or  not.  It  is  certain, 
that  above  an  hundred  years  are  paft,  and  no  pofTeftion 
taken,  or  improvements  made  by  them  or  their  affigns  in 
confequence  thereof;  and  all  the  territory  is  either  included 
in  other  grants,  fome  made  before  this  furrender,  by  the 

s  *  Gorges— -Hubbard, 
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council  itfelf,  and  fome  made  fince  by  the  crown,  or  has  1635 
been  purchased  of  the  natives,  which,  if ’done  bond  fde , 
fo  far  as  relpedts  the  property,  has  been  thought  by  fome 
to  be  the  beft  title  *. 

In  the  year  1636,  Mr,  Vane  was  chofen  governor,  1636 
Mr.  Winthrop  deputy  governor,  and  Mr.  Harlakenden, 
who  came  in  the  fame  fhip  with- Mr.  Vane,  was  added  to 
the  afliftants.  The  people  of  the  colony  very  early  difco- 
vered  that  they  were  not  without  difpofition  to  nove  ty 
and  change.  Ic  was  not  merely  out  of  policy  to  encou¬ 
rage  others,  that  they  took  early  notice  of  fuch  as  came 
over  from  year  to  year.  Befides  this  motive,  they  were 
eafily  captivated  with  the  appearance  only  of  wifdom  and 
piety,  profefiions  of  a  regard  to  liberty  and  of  a  ftrong 
attachment  to  the  public  intereft.  Mr.  Haynes,  who 
feemed  to  hand  moft  in  the  way  of  Mr.  Winthrop,  had 
Jeft  the  colony  and  was  fettled  at  Connecticut,  and  Mr. 
Winthrop  would  have  had  a  good  profpeft  of  recovering 
his  former  fhare  of  the  people’s  favour,  if  Mr.  Vane’s 
grave  folemn  deportment,  although  he  was  not  then 
above  24  or  25  years  of  age,  had  not  engaged  almoft  the 
whole  colony  in  bis  favour.  There  was  a  great  friend- 
fhip  between  Mr.  Cotton  and  him,  which  learns  to  have 
continued  to  the  laft  f.  He  had  great  refpedt  (hewn  him 
at  firft.  He  took  more  ftate  upon  him  than  any  gover¬ 
nor  had  ever  done  before.  When  he  went,  either  to  court 
or  to  church,  four  ferjeants  walked  before  him  with  their 
halberds.  His  adminiftration  for  feveral  months  men 
with  great  applaufe.  Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  the 

*  Mention  is  made  by  Hubbard  of  a  ftorm  Aug.  i  1635,  which 
by  his  defcription  was  more  violent  than  any  that  has  ever  happened 
fince.  Many  houfes  were  blown  down,  and  many  more  uncovered, 
the  Indian  corn  every  where  beat  down  to  the  ground  fo  as  not  to  rile 
again  :  The  tide  rofe  twenty  feet  perpendicular.  At  Naraganiet,  the 
Indians  were  obliged  to  betake  themlelves  ro  the  trees,  arid  yet  many 
of  them  were  drowned,  the  tide  of  flood  returning  before  the  ufual 
time  for  it. 

f  A  fmall  houfe  which  he  lived  in,  at  the  fide  of  the  hill  above 
Queen-flreet,  he  gave  to  Mr.  Cotton,  who  made  an  addition  to  it  af¬ 
ter  Mr.  Vane  went  away,  and  lived  and  died  there. 

people 
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1 63 6  people  grew  difcontented.  He  perceived  it,  and  grew 
weary  of  the  government.  Receiving  letters-from  Eon- 
don  in  December,  urging  his  return  home,  he  firft  com¬ 
municated  them  to  the  council,  and  then  called  the  ge¬ 
neral  court  together  to  alk  their  confent  to  hF  quitting  the 
adminiftration.  He  declared  to  them  the  neceffity  of  his 
departure,  and  fuch  ot  the  council,  as  had  feen  the  let¬ 
ters,  affirmed  that  the  reafonswere  very  urgent,  but  not 
fit  to  be  imparted  to  the  whole  court.  The  court  took 
time  until  the  morning  to  confider,  when  one  of  the  af- 
Itffants  lamenting  the  Icis  of  fuch  a  governor  in  a  time  of 
fuch  danger,  both  from  French  and  Indian?,  the  gover¬ 
nor  burft  into  tears  and  profelfed  that  howioever  the  cauies 
propounded  for  his  departure  did  concern  the  utter  ruin 
of  his  outward  eftate,  yet  he  would  rather  have  hazarded 
,  all  than  gone  from  them  at  fuch  a  time,  if  fomething  elfe 
had  not  prefled  him  more,  viz.  the  inevitable  danger  of 
Eod  s  judgments,  which  he  feared  were  coming  upon 
them  for  die  differences  and  diflentions  which  he  law 
amongft  them,  and  the  fcandalous  imputation  brought 
upon  himfelf,  as  if  he  Ihould  be  the  caufe  of  all,  and 
therefore  he  thought  it  was  beft  for  him  to  give  place  for 
a  time.  The  court  did  not  think  fit  to  confent  to  his 
going  for  fuch  reafons.  He  found  he  had  gone  too  far, 
and  recalled  himfelf,  profefling  that  the  reafons  which 
concerned  his  own  eftate  were  fufficient  to  fatisfy  him, 
and  therefore  defired  he  might  have  leave  ;  the  other 
paflage  flipped  from  him  out  of  pafiion,  not  judgment. 
Whereupon  the  court  agreed  that  it  was  neceflary  to  give 
way  to  his  departure,  ar.d  ordered  another  meeting  of 
the  genera!  court  to  make  choice  of  a  governor  and  de¬ 
puty  governor  and  as  it  was  in  the  midft  of  winter  ( 1 5 
December)  the  freemen  had  liberty  to  find  their  votes  in 
writing,  if  they  did  not  come  in  perfon.  Some  of  the 
church  of  Bolton,  loth  to  part  with  the  governor,  met 
together  and  agreed  that  it  was  not  neceflary,' for  the 
reafons  alledged,  that  the  governor  Ihould  depart,  and 
fent  fome  of  their  number  to  figr.ify  as  much  to  the  court. 

*  In  cafe  the  deputy  ihould  be  chofc  governor  as  was  expedit'd. 

The 
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The  governor  pretended  to  be  overpowered,  andexprefied  1 636 
himfelf  to  be  fuch  an  obedient  fon  of  the  church,  that 
notwithftanding  the  licence  of  the  court,  yet  without  the 
confent  of  the  church  he  durft  not  go  away.  A  great  part 
of  the  people,  who  were  informed  of  this  tranfadlion, 
declared  their  purpofe  dill  to  continue  him  ;  and  it  was 
thought  advifeable,  when  the  day  appointed  for  eledtion 
came,  to  adjourn  the  court  to  May,  the  time  of  the  annual 
choice*  Mr.  Vane  has  been  charged  with  as  dark  dif- 
fimulation,  a  few  years  after,  in  affairs  of  vaftly  greater 
importance;  particularly,  in  the  manner  of  giving  his 
teftimony  in  the  cafe  of  the  Earl  of  Strafford. 

There  came  over  with  Mr.  Cotton,  or  about  the  fame 
time,  Mr.  Hutchinfon,  and  his  family,  who  had  lived  at 
Alford  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bofton.  Mr.  Hutchin¬ 
fon  had  a  good  eftate  and  was  of  good  reputation.  His 
wife,  as  Mr.  Cotton  fays,  was  well  beloved,  and  all  the 
faithful  embraced  her  conference  and  bleffed  God  for  her 
fruitful  difcourfes  'f.55  After  fhe  came  to  New  England, 
fhe  was  treated  with  refpeft,  and  much  notice  was  taken  of 
her  by  Mr.  Cotton  and  other  principal  perfons,  and  par¬ 
ticularly  by  Mr.  Vane  the  governor.  Her  hufband  ferved 
in  the  general  court,  fcveral  elections,  as  a  reprefentative 
for  Bofton,  until  he  was  excufed  a4/  the  defire  of  the 
church  So  much  refpect  feems  to  have  increafed  her 
natural  vanity.  Countenanced  and  encouraged  by  Mr, 

Vane  and  Mr.  Cotton,  fhe  advanced  dodlrines  and  opi¬ 
nions  which  involved  the  colony  in  difputes  and  conten¬ 
tions  ;  and  being  improved,  to  civil  as  well  as  religious 
purpofes,  had  like  to  have  produced  ruin  both  to  church 
and  ftate.  The  vigilance  of  fome,  of  whom  Mr.  Win- 
throp  was  the  chief,  prevented,  and  turned  the  ruin  from 
the  country  upon  herfelf  and  many  of  her  family  and 
particular  friends.  Mr.  Wheelwright,  a  zealous  minifter, 
of  character  for  learning  and  piety,  was  her  brother-in- 

*  MafT.  records — Hubbard . 

•f  Anfwer  to  Bailey. 

X  Mr.  William  Hutchinfon  was  difcharged  from  aflifting  at  the  par¬ 
ticular  courts  at  the  requeit  of  the  church.  Maff.  Rec .  Dec .  1636. 
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•>6  v  anp  fttached  to  her,  and  finally  fuffercd  with 

fKr.  Befides  the  meetings  for  public  worftip  on  the 
Lord  s  day,  the  flared  ledure  every  Thurfday  in  Bofton, 
and  other  occafional  lectures  in  other  towns,  there  were 
frequent  private  meetings  of  the  brethren  of  the  churches 
lor  religious  exercifes.  Mrs.  Hutchinfon  thought  fit  to 

f £  UP  a  meeting  of  the  filters  alfo,  where  the  repeated  the 
fermons  preached  the  Lord’s  day  before,  adding  her  re¬ 
marks  and  expositions.  Her  lectures  made  much  noife, 
ana  fixty  or  eighty  principal  women  attended  them.  At 
firlr,  tney  were  generally  approved  of.  After  fome  time, 
it  appeared  the  had  diflinguilhed  the  minlfters  and  mem¬ 
bers  or  churches  through  the  country  ;  a  fmall  part  of 
them  unaer  a  covenant  of  grace,  the  reft  under  a  cove¬ 
nant  of  works.  The  whole  colony  was  foon  divided  into 
two  parties ;  and  however  diftant  one  party  was  from  the 
otner  in  principle,  they  were  ftiil  more  fo  in  affedion. 
The  two  capital  errors,  with  which  flie  was  charged,  were 
*"5  j  1  That  the  Holy  Ghoft  dwells  perfonally  in  a  juf- 
ti  led  peifon  ;  and  that  nothing  of  fandtification  can  help 
to  evidence  to  believers  their  juftification.”  From  thefe 
two,  a  great  number  of  others  were  faid  to  flow,  which 
■were  enumerated  and  condemned  at  a  fynod  held  the  next 
year.  The  minivers  of  the  fevend  parts  of  the  country, 
alarmed  with  thefe  things,  came  to  Be  fton  while  the  gene¬ 
ral  court  was  fitting,  and  fome  time  before  the  governor, 
Air.  \  ane,  afkec.  his  Gifmiftion.  I  hey  conferred  with 
Mr.  Cotton  and  Mr.  Wheel  wright  upon  thole  two  points. 
The  laft,  they  both  declaimed,  fo  far  as  to  acknowledge 
that  fanft ification  did  help  to  evidence  juftification ;  the 
odier,  they  qualified,  at  leaft  by  o  her  words ;  they  held 
the  indwell  ng  of  the  perlon  of  the  Ho  y  Ghoft,  but  not 
ftrictly  a  per fona!  union,  or  as  they  exprefs  it,  not  a  com¬ 
municating  of  perfonal  propreties.  The  governor  not 
only  held  witii  Mr.  Cott  n,  but  went  further  or  was  more 
exprefs,  and  maintained  a  perfonal  union.  Mr.  Winthrop, 
the  deputy  governor,  denied  both,  and  Mr.  Wilfon,  the 
otnc  minifter  of  Bofton,  and  many  of  the  minifters  in 
tue  country,  joined  with  him.  A.  Conference  or  difputa- 
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tion  was  determined  on,  which  they  agreed  fhould  be  1 636 
managed  in  writing,  as  mod  likely  to  tend  to  the  peace 
of  the  church.  When  they  could  not  find  that  the  fcrip- 
tures  nor  the  primitive  church,  for  the  firft  300  years, 
ever  ufed  the  term  or  perlon,  of  the  Holy  Ghoft, 

they  generally  thought  it  was  bed  it  fhouid  be  forborn,  as 
being3 of  human  invention.  Upon  the  other  quedion,  Mr. 
Cotton  in  a  fermon,  the  day  the  court  met,  had  acknow-* 
ledged  that  evident  fandtificaiion  is  a  ground  of  juft  id¬ 
eation,  and  went  on  to  fay,  that  in  cafes  of  fpiritual  de- 
fertion,  true  defire  of  fandtification  was  found  to  be  landti- 
fication,  as  divines  ufuaily  held  *,  and  further,  it  a  man 
was  laid  fo  fiat  upon  the  ground,  as  that  he  could  lee  no 
defires,  but  only  as  a  bruifed  reed  did  wait  at  the  foot  of 
Chrid,  yet  here  v/as  matter  of  comfort,  for  this  was  found 
to  be  true  fandtification  in  the  root  and  principle  of  it. 

Mr.  Vane  and  he  both  denied  that  any  of  thefe  or  any  de¬ 
gree  of  fanftification  could  be  evident  without  a  concur¬ 
rent  fight  of  juftification  *.  The  town  and  country  were 
did  ratted  with  thefe  fubtleties,  and  every  man  and  wo¬ 
man  who  had  brains  enough  to  form  fome  imperfedt 
conceptions  of  them,  inferred  and  maintained  fome  other 
point, fuch  as  thefe;  “a  man  is  juftified  before  he  believes  ; 
faith  is  no  caul'e  of  juftification  ;  and  if  faith  be  b  fore 
juftification,  it  is  only  a  paffive  faith,  an  empty  vefifel, 

&c.  and  affurance  is  by  immediate  revelation  only/’ 

The  fear  of  God  and  love  of  our  neighbour  feemed  to 
be  laid  by  and  out  of  the  queftion.  All  the  church  of 
Bofton,  except  four  or  five,  joined  with  Mr.  Cotton.  Mr. 
Wilfon,  the  other  minifter,  and  molt  of  the  minifters  in 
the  country,  oppofed  him. 

To  increafe  the  flame,  Mr.  Wheelwright  preached  a 
fermon  (Jan.  19)  in  which,  befides  carrying  antinomiamfm 
to  the  heighth,  he  made  ufe  of  fome  expreflions  which 
were  laid  hold  of  by  the  court  as  tending  to  ledition  ;  for 
which  he  was  fent  for  and  examined  whilft  Mr.  Vane  was 
in  office,  but  a  full  enquiry  and  determination  was  fuf- 
pended  until  a  more  convenient  time. 

*  Hubbard* 
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1636  Whilst  thefe  contentions  were  thus  increafing  within, 
the  Pequods,  the  moft  warlike  of  ail  the  Indians,  were 
plotting  deftru&ion  from  without.  After  Stone  and  his 
company  were  murdered,  they  fent  mefiengers  toBofton 
to  make  peace,  pretending  that  the  murder  was  com¬ 
mitted  by  a  few  bad  fellows  who  had  fled  to  the  Dutch. 
Their  ambafiadors  were  courteoufly  treated,  and  the  terms 
of  peace  were  agreed  on.  In  confidence  of  their  fidelity, 
John  Oldham,  of  whom  mention  has  been  made  before, 
went  in  a  fmall  bark  to  trade  with  the  Indians  at  Block 
Ifland.  They  murdered  him,  but  fpared  two  boys  and 
two  Naraganfet  Indians  who  were  of  his  company.  The 
murderers  were  difeovered  by  the  crew  of  a  fmall  veflel, 
one  Gallop  maker  from  ConneXicut,  which  happened  to 
come  upon  them  foon  after  the  faX.  Gallop  had  with 
him  only  one  man  and  two  boys,  and  no  arms  except  two 
rnufkets  and  two  piflols.  Altho’  the  deck  was  full  of  In¬ 
dians  who  had  guns,  fwords,  &c.  yet,  as  they  were  then 
not  much  ufed  to  them,  they  made  but  little  refinance, 
and  when  he  boarded  the  veflel  they  jumped  into  the  fea 
and  many  of  them  were  drowned.  *  He  found  Oldham’s 
body  not  cold,  his  brains  beat  out  and  his  limbs  hacked 
off.  Block  Ifland  was  under  the  Naraganlet  Indians,  but 
they  denied  their  having  any  concern  in  the  murder. 
The  murderers  were  flickered  and  protected  by  the  Pe¬ 
quods,  who  at  the  fame  time  furprized  divers  linglifh 
in  Connecticut  river.  Thefe  proceedings  caufed  the 
Mafiachufets  to  fend  fourfeore  men,  by  water,  under 
Captain  Endicot,  who  had  inftruXions  to  offer  peace  to  the 
Indians  upon  their  delivering  up  the  murtherers ;  if  they 
refufed  to  do  it,  then  to  attack  them.  A  great  number 
of  them  entered  into  fome  iort  of  parley  by  a  meflenger 
and  interpreter,  keepingatagreatdiflancethemfelves  •,  but, 
aflbon  as  they  knew  the  terms,  they  fled  into  the  woods. 
Winter  was  approaching,  and  Mr.  Endicot  thought  itad- 
vifeable  to  return  home  in  order  to  prepare  for  a  more  ge¬ 
nera!  attack  the  next  fummer.  There  were  fome  fevere 
reflexions  cafl  upon  him  for  not  .  purfuing  the  enemy  at 
that  time.  The  Pequods,  in  the  winter,  attempted  an  union 

with 
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with  theNaraganfets.  There  had  been  a  fixed  inveterate  1636 
enmity  between  the  two  tribes,  but  on  this  occafion  the 
Pequods  were  willing  to  fmother  it,  their  enmity  againft: 
the  Englifh  being  the  ftrongeft  of  the  two  ;  and  although 
they  had  never  heard  the  ftory  of  Polypheme  and  UlylTcs* 
yet  they  artfully  urged  that  the  Englifh  were  come  to 
difpoflfels  them  of  their  country,  and  that  all  the  Nara- 
ganfets  could  hope  for  from  theirfriendfhip,  was,  thefavour 
of  being  the  laft  devoured ;  whereas  if  the  Indians  would 
unite,  they  might  eafily  deflroy  the  Englifh,  or  force  them 
to  leave  the  country,  without  being  expofed  themfelves  to 
any  hazard.  They  need  not  come  to  open  battles:  Firing 
their  houfes,  killing  their  cattle,  and  lying  in  wait  for 
them  as  they  went  about  their  ordinary  bufinefs,  would 
foon  deprive  them  of  all  means  of  fubfifling.  But  the 
Naraganfets  *  preferred  the  prefent  pleafure  of  revenge 
upon  their  mortal  enemies,  to  the  future  happinefs  of 
themfelves  and  their  pofterity  f.  They  are  faid  to  have 
wavered  at  firft,  but  at  length  Myantinomo,  their  chief 
fachem,  with  20  attendants  went  to  Bolton,  where  all  the 
magifirates  and  minifters  were  called  together  to  receive 
them,  and  a  guard  of  20  mufketeers  fent  to  Roxbury  to 
attend  them.  They  propofed  to  join  in  war  againft  the 
Pequods,  and  that  neither  Englifh  nor  Indians  fhoul  J  make 
peace  with  them  but  utterly  deftroy  them.  The  governor, 
for  form  fake,  took  time,  until  the  next  morning,  to  give 
an  anfwer,  and  then  the  following  articles  were  agreed  to. 

1.  A  firm  and  perpetual  peace  betwixt  them  and  the 
Englifh. 

2.  Neither  party  to  make  peace  with  the  Pequods 
without  the  content  of  the  other. 

3.  That  the  Naraganfets  fhould  not  harbour  any  Pe¬ 
quods. 

4.  That  they  fhould  put  to  death  or  deliver  up  any 
murderers  of  the  Englifh.. 


*  The  Naraganfet  fachem,  and  Uncas,  fachem  of  the  Moheges, 
rent  to  the  Englifh  and  offered  their  fervicc  to  join  with  them  againft 
the  Pequods.  I'VinJlo'Vj  s  anf<vj%  to  Gorton* 
f*  MS.  Journal, 
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1636  5.  That  they  fhould  return  fugitive  fervants. 

6.  The  Engli  fh  to  give  them  notice  when  to  go  out 
againft  the  Pequods,  and  the  Naraganlets  tofurnifti  guides. 

7.  Free  trade  to  be  carried  on  between  the  parties. 

8.  None  of  the  Naraganfers  to  come  near  the  Englifti 
plantation,  during  the  war  with  the  Pequods,  without 
fome  Englishman  or  Indian  known  to  the  Englifh. 

Cush amaquin,  a  fachem  of  the  Maflachufets  In¬ 
dians,  alio  became  a  party  to  the  treaty. 

Indian  fidelity  is  proverbial  in  New-England,  as  Pu- 
nick  was  in  Rome.  The  Naraganfets  are  faid  to  have 
kept  to  the  treaty  until  the  Pequods  were  deftroyed,  and 
then  they  grew  iniblent  and  treacherous. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  religious  heats  became 
more  violent,  and  the  civil  affairs  more  fenfibly  affedted  by 
th^m.  The  people  of  Bofton,  in  general,  were  in  favour 
of  Mr.  Vane  the  governor,  the  reft  of  the  towns,  in  general, 
for  Mr.  Winthrop  the  deputy  governor.  At  a  feffions  of 
the  court  in  March,  it  was  moved  that  the  court  of  elections 
for  1637  fhould  not  be  held  in  Bofton  but  in  Newtown 
(Cambridge.)  Nothing  could  be  more  mortifying  to  the 
governor,  and  as  he  could  not  hinder  the  vote  by  a  nega¬ 
tive,  he  refufed  to  put  the  queftion.  Mr.  Winthrop  the 
deputy  governor,  as  he  lived  in  Bofton,  excufed  himfelf, 
and  the  court  required  Mr.  Endicot  one  of  the  affiftants 
to  do  it.  It  vvas  carried  for  the  removal. 

The  more  immediate  occafion  of  the  court’s  refentment 
againft  Bofton,  was  a  petition  figned  by  a  great  number  of 
the  principal  inhabitants  of  that  town,  together  with  fome 
belonging  to  other  towns,  judging  and  condemning  the 
court  for  their  proceedings  againft  Mr.  Wheelwright. 
At  this  feftion,  Mr.  Vane  the  governor  could  not  pre¬ 
vent  a  cenfure  upon  one  Stephen  Greenfmith,  for  faying 
that  all  the  minifters  except  Mr.  Cotton,  Mr.  Wheel¬ 
wright,  and  he  thought  Mr.  Hooker  preached  a  cove¬ 
nant  of  works.  He  was  required  to  m^ke  an  acknow¬ 
ledgment  to  the  fatisfadlion  of  the  magiftrates  and  mini- 
fteis,  was  fined  forty  pounds,  &c  *. 

•  MafT.  Records. 
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At  the  opening  the  court  of  election  for  1637,  which 
was  not  done  until  one  a  clock,  (May  1 7th)  a  petition  was 
again  offered,  from  many  of  the  town  of  Bofton,  which 
the  governor,  Mr.  Vane,  would  have  had  read,  but  Mr. 
Winthrop  the  deputy  governor  oppofed  it  being  out 
of  order ;  this  being  the  day,  by  charter  for  eleftions,  and 
the  inhabitants  all  convened  for  that  pUrpole,  if  other 
bufinefs  was  allowed  to  take  up  the  time  the  elections 
would  be  prevented  \  after  the  elections  were  over,  the 
petition  might  be  read.  The  governor,  and  thole  of  his 
pa*ty  would  not  proceed  unlefs  the  petition  was  read.  1  he 
time  being  far  fpent,  and  many  performs  calling  for  elec¬ 
tion  -f,  the  deputy  governor  called  to  the  people  to  divide^ 
and  the  greater  number  fhould  carry  it-,  which  was  done, 
and  the  majority  was  for  proceeding.  Still  the  governor 
refufed,  until  the  deputy  governor  told  him  they  would 
go  on  without  him.  This  caufed  him  to  fubmit.  Mr.  Win¬ 
throp  was  chofen  governor,  Mr.  Dudley  deputy  gover¬ 
nor,  Mr.  Saltonftall,  fon  of  Sir  Richard,  dnd  Mr.  Stough¬ 
ton  new  affiftants ;  dnd  Mr.  Vane  and  his  friends  of  the 
fame  perfuafion,  Dummer,  Haugh  and  Coddington,  left 
cut  of  the  magiftracy.  There  was  great  danger  of  a  vio¬ 
lent  tumult  that  day.  *The  fpeeches  on  both  Tides  were 
fierce,  and  they  began  to  lay  hands  On  one  another,  but 
the  manifeft  majority,  on  one  fide,  was  a  reftraiiit  to  the 
other  *.  Bofton  waited  the  event  of  this  election  of  ma- 
giftrates,  before  they  would  chufe  their  reprefentativcs 
for  the  other  bufinefs  of  the  general  court,  and  the  next 
morning  they  chofe  Mr.  Vane,  the  late  governor,  Mrc 
Coddington  and  Mr.  Haugh.  This  election  of  Bofton 


a 


+  Mr.  Wilfon,  the  minifter,  in  his  zeal  gat  up  upon  the  bough  of  „ 
tree  (it  was  hot  weather,  and  the  eleftion,  like  that  of  parliament  men 
for  the  counties  in  England,  was  carried  on  in  the  field)  and  there 
made  a  fpeech,  advifing  the  people  to  look  to  their  charter  and  to 
confider  the  prefent  work  of  the  day,  which  was  defigned  for  the 
chufing  the  governor,  deputy  governor  aod  the  reft  of  the  affiftants  for 
the  government  of  the  commonwealth.  His  fpeech  was  well  received 
by  the  people,  who  prefently  called  out,  Ele&ion,  election,  which* 
burned  the  fcale,  MS.  Life  of  J,  Wilfon . 

*  Hubbard — M a ffi  Records. 
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1637  was  immediately  determined,  by  the  court,  to  be  undue, 
1  he  reafon  is  not  afiigned  in  the  record,  but  it  is  faid 
this  reafon  was  given,  that  all  the  freemen  were  not  no* 
tified.  A  warrant  iffued  for  a  new  choice,  and  Bofton 
returned  the  fame  men  again,  and  then  they  were  not  re¬ 
jected.  The  ferjeants,  who  ufed  to  attend  Mr.  Vane, 
laid  down  their  halberds  and  went  home  as  foon  as  the 
new  governor  was  elected  j%  and  they  refufed  to  attend 
him  to  and  from  the  meetings  on  the  Lord’s  days  as  had 
been  ufual.  They  pretended,  this  extraordinary  refpeft 
was  fhewn  to  Mr.  Vane  as  a  perfon  of  quality.  The 
court  would  have  appointed  others,  but  Mr.  Winthrop 
took  two  of  his  own  fervants  to  attend  him.  Mr.  Vane 
profefled  himfelf  ready  to  ferve  the  caufe  of  God  in  the 
meaneft  capacity.  He  was  notwithstanding  much  mor¬ 
tified,  and  difcovered  his  refentment.  Although  he  had 
fat  at  church  among  the  magiftrates  from  his  firft  arrival, 
yet  he,  and  thofe  who  had  been  left  out  with  him,  placed 
themfelves  with  the  deacons,  and  when  he  was  invited 
by  the  governor  to  return  to  his  place,  he  refufed  it. 

An  extraordinary  aft,  made  by  the  general  court  this 
feflion,  very  much  heightened  the  difcontent.  Many  per- 
fons  of  the  favouritp  opinions  \i\  Bofton  were  expefted 
from  England  ;  a  penalty  therefore  was  laid  on  all  perfons 
whofhould  entertain,  in  their  houfes,  any  ftranger  who 
came  with  intent  to  refide,  or  fhould  allow  the  ufe  of  any 
lot  or  habitation  above  three  weeks,  without  liberty  from 
one  of  the  ftandins;  council  or  two  other  aftiftants,  The 
penalty  on  private  perfons  was  forty  pounds,  and  twenty 
pounds  befides  for  every  month  they  continued  in  the  of¬ 
fence.  And  any  town,  which  gave  or  fold  a  lot  to  fuch 
ftranger,  was  fubjeft  to  100/.  penalty,  but  if  any  inha¬ 
bitant  of  fuch  town  fhould  enter  his  diffent  with  a  ma- 
giftrate,  he  was  to  be  excufed  his  part  of  the  fine  J.  This 
was  a  very  levere  order,  and  was  fo  difliked  by  the  people 
of  Bofton,  that  upon  the  governor’s  return  from  court  they 

*  Hubbard. 

f  The  military  companies  ekdted  their  officers,  otherwife  h;  court 
would  undoubtedly  have  appointed  other  ferjeants. 
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all  refufed  to  go  out  to  meet  him  or  fhew  him  any  re-  1637 
fpedt  *.  Mr.  Winthrop,  however  firm  and  refolute  in  the 
execution  of  his  office  and  fteady  to  his  principles,  yet 
in  private  life  behaved  with  much  moderation.  He  was 
obliging  and  condefcending  to  all,  and  by  this  means,  in 
a  ffiort  time,  recovered  their  affections  and  was  in  greater 
efteem  than  ever.  Indeed,  while  Bofton  thus  flighted 
him,  the  other  towns  increafed  their  refpeCt ;  and  in  tra¬ 
velling,  thefamefummer,  tolpfwich,  he  was  guarded  from 
town  to  town  with  more  ceremony  than  he  defired*f. 

Mr.  Vane,  in  company  with  Lord  Leigh,  ion  of  theEarl 
of  Marlborough,  who  came  to  fee  the  country,  failed  for 
England  the  beginning  of  Auguft,  where  he  had  a  much 
larger  field  opened.  The  nation  at  that  time  was  difpofed 
to  receive,  very  favorably,  men  of  his  genius  and  caft  of 
mind.  "I  he  fhare  he  had  in  the  revolution  there,  and  his  un- 
happy  fate  upon  the  reftoration  of  King  Charles  the  fecond, 
are  too  well  known  to  need  any  notice  here.  He  came 
into  New-England  under  peculiar  advantages.  His  father 
was  one  of  the  privy  council.  He  himfelf  had  the  friend- 
[hip  of  the  Lord  Say  and  Seal,  who  was  in  the  higheft 
rfteem  in  the  colony.  He  made  great  profeffions  of  re- 
igion,  and  conformed  to  the  peculiar  fcruples  of  that  day 
1  have  feen  a  long  letter  wrote  to  him  while  he  was  on 
hip-board,  by  one  ot  the  paffengers  in  the  fame  ffijp,  ap¬ 
plauding  him  for  honouring  God  fo  far  as  to  fhorten  his 
lair  upon  his  arrival  in  England  from  France,  and  urmno- 
1  compleat  reformation  by  bringing  it  to  the  primftive 
ength  and  form.  It  was  with  much  difficulty  he  could 
)btain  his  father’s  confent  to  come  over,  but  his  inclina- 
ion  was  fo  ftrong,  that,  at  length,  he  had  leave  of  abfence 

0r  .thJ;£e  yJ;ars‘,  1[}S  faIci>  that  the  King  being  acquainted 
vith  Mr.  Vane  s  difpofition,  commanded  the  father  who 

lad  no  great  affe&ion  for  the  religion  of  New-England,  to 

^  Mr.  Cotton  was  fo  diffatisfied  with  this  law,  that  he  fays,  he  in- 
ended  to  have  removed  out  of  the  jurifdiaion  to  Quinnypiack,  fince 
ailed  New- Haven ;  but  finding  the  law  was  not  improved  to  exclude 

ach  perfons  as  he  feared  ,t  would  be,  he  altered  his  mind.  AnJ\  to 
iailej.  f  Hubbard. 

f  E  2  gratify 
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1637  gratify  him  *.  However  this  may  have  been,  it  was  be¬ 
lieved  in  New-England  to  be  true,  and,  with  the  other 
circumftances  mentioned,  ftrongly  recommended  him.  Part 
of  his  bufmefs  was  the  fettlement  of  Connecticut,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  Mr.  Winthrop  the  governor’s  fon,  as  agents 
for  Lord  Say  and  Seal  and  Lord  Brooke,  &c  -j\  The  moft 
valuable  places  for  townfhips  had  been  taken  up  before,  by 
people  from  the  Maflfachufets,  as  we  have  already  obferved  •, 
and  the  agents,  not  being  willing  to  difturb  them,  contented 
themfelves,  at  prefent,  with  the  poffeffion  of  the  mouth  of 
the  river,  and  Mr.  Vane  was  flopped,  by  the  general  defire 
of  the  colony,  in  order  to  his  being  eleded  governor. 
The  ackniniftration  of  a  young  and  unexperienced,  but 
obftinate  and  felf-fufficient*-  governor,  could  not  but  bedif- 
liked  by  the  major  part  of  the  people  ;  and,-  at  the  next 
eledion,  they  not  only  would  not  fo  much  as  chufe  him  an 
affiftant,  but  made  an  order,  that  no  man  for  the  time  to 
come  fhould  be  qualified  for  the  place  of  governor,  until  he 
had  been,  at  lead,  one  whole  year  in  the  country  A 
letter,  wrote  from  New-England,  fhews  the  fenfe  they  had 
of  him  after  they  had  made  trial.  <c  Mr.  Vane,  coming 
“  from  England  a  young  gentleman,  was  prefently  eleded 
“  governor,  and  before  he  was  half  warm  in  his  feat,  to' 
<c  fhow  his  fpirit,  began  to  broach  new  tenets  drawn  from 
cc  the  lees  of  one  Mr.  Wheelwright,  agitated  with  fuchvio- 
«  lence*  as  if  they  had  been  matters  of  that  confequence 
cfc  that  the  peace  and  welfare  of  New-England  muft  be 
u  facrificed,  rather  than  they  fhould  not  take  place.  Divi- 

0 

*  Hubbard ’. 

j  The  Earl  of  Warwick  obtained  a  grant  of  the  fea  coaff,  from  Kara- 
ganfet  river^  to  the  fouth-weft  40  leagues,  to  keep  the  breadth  to  the 
fouth  fea.  This  he  aligned,  in  1631,  to  Lord  Say  and  Seal,  Lord 
Brook,  Lord  Rich,  Charles  Fienres,  Sir  Nathaniel  Rich,  Sir  Richard 
Sal  ton  ft  all,  Richard  Knightly,  John  Pym,  John  Hampden,  John  Ham- 
frey,  and  Herbert  Pelham,  Efq;  Thefe,  with  their  affociates,  are  the 
noblemen  and  gentlemen  often  mentioned  in  private  letters  to  be  ex¬ 
pected  over  every  year  ;  and  Mr.  Fenwick  kept  poffeiuon,  and  would 
not  fuffer  fettlements,  until  affairs  in  England  had  taken  fuch  a  turn,’ 
that  perfons  of  their  character  had  no  occafion  for  an  afylum. 

r  I  do  not  find  this  order  in  the  records.  It  is  mentioned  by  Mr. 
Hubbard,  who  was  then  on  the  fpot, 

(/  fions" 
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^  fions  are  always  dangerous,  never  fafe,  never  more  1637 
44  dangerous  than  in  a  new  fettled  government.  Yet  this 
44  man,  altogether  ignorant  of  the  art  of  government, 
thinks  it  not  enough  to  fet  the  houfe  on  fire,  but  muft 
44  add  oil  to  the  flame,  and  fo  far  had  the  bandying  of 
44  thefe  things  proceeded,  that  it  was  of  God’s  great 
44  mercy  it  ended  not  in  our  deftru&ion.  It  is  fit  that 
44  fomething  fhould  be  laid  of  the  man  that  put  us  into 
46  this  danger.  Trify,  by  his  afpedl,  you  would  judge 
44  him  a  good  man.  Yet  I  am  perfuaded  he  hath  kindled 
^  thofe  fparks  among  us,  which  many  ages  will  not  be 
44  able  to  extinguifh.  But  the  wifdom  of  the  ftate  put  a 
44  period  to  his  government  before  he  had  run  out  his 
44  circuit.  They  were  neceffitated  to  undo  the  work  of 
44  their  own  hands,  and  leave  ablemifh  upon  thatrafh  un- 
44  dertaking,  for  pofterity  to  defcant  upon,  and  a  caveat 
44  to  us,  that  all  men  are  not  fit  for  government,  and  none 
44  fo  dangerous,  when  he  is  up,  as  one  that  makes  his 
44  affedlion  liis  rule.  But  this  difgrace  took  fo  deep  an  im- 
44  prefllon,  that  partly  from  a  fenfe  of  it,  and  partly  from 
44  a  confcioufnefs  how  ill  he  had  deferved  of  us  through 
44  his  heat  of  indiferetion,  he  exchanged  New-England  for 
44  Old.”  Lord  Say  and  Seal  fpeaking  of  him,  after  his  ar¬ 
rival  in  England,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Cotton,  fays,  44  For 
44  the  young  man,  Mr.  Vane,  whom  your  love  followeth, 

44  and  its  well  it  doth  fo,  for  he  may  be  recovered,  I  have 
44  not  been  wanting  to  do  my  endeavour  to  fhew  him  the 
44  danger  of  his  way,  and  what  hath  been  the  fad  iffue 
44  thereof  in  others;  from  whence  I  think  it  cometh,  and 
44  whither  Satan’s  aim  is  to  d  rive  it,  as  might  haveappeared 
44  to  you  by  my  letters,  written  to  him  unto  New-England, 

44  when  1  fir  ft  did  perceive  his  delufions,  if  he  had  (hewn 
44  my  letters  to  you.  I  fhall  be  glad  to  do  my  bed  to  that 
44  end  hill ;  but  I  have  not  that  frequent  converfe  with  his 
44  family,  now,  as  heretofore,  whereof  there  are  the  moll 
44  in  Holland,  and  the  red  will  fhortly  be  there  alfo 

E  3  The 

*  After  all  that  has  been  faid  to  the  disadvantage  of  Mr.  Vane's 
chara&er,  it  ought  to  be  remeuibred  to  his  honour,  that  notwithfland-  . 
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1637  The  party  in  New-England  loft  their  head.  Mrs. 
Hutchinfon,  notwuhftanding,  continued  her  leftures. 
The  court,  for  the  prefent,  took  no  notice  of  her  conduct, 

nor 

1 

ing  the  flights  put  upon  him  by  the  colony,  he  (hewed  a  truly  chriflian 
fpirit  of  forgivenefs;  for  when,  in  the  year  1644,  an  attachment  was 
made  of  the  effects  of  alderman  Berkley  of  London,  in  the  Maffacbu- 
lets  colony,  at  the  iuit  or  the  .Lady  La  i  our,  and  judgment  given  for 
2000 /.  flerling  ana  no  appeal  admitted,  a  heavy  complaint  was  made 
a  gain  ft  the  government,  and  they  were  threatened  with  the  lofs  of  their 
privileges,  Sir  H.  Vane  flood  their  friend,  and,  by  his  great  intercfl 
with  the  parliament,  appeafed  their  refentment,  and  laid  the  florin 
which  was  gathering  and  hung  over  them.  MS.  letter. 

The  author  of  the  life  and  death  of  Sir  Henry  Vane,  printed  in 
1662,  fays  “  That  it  was  fuggeded  by  the  bifhops  to  the  then  King 
concerning  him,  that  the  heir  of  a  considerable  family  about  his  Ma- 
jefly  was  grown  into  diflike  of  the  difcipline  and  ceremonies  of  the 
church  of  England,  and  that  his  Majefly  might  do  well  to  take  fome 
courfe  about  him.  On  this,  the  then  bifhop  of  London  took  him  to 
talk,  who  feemed  to  handle  him  gently  in  the  conference,  but  con¬ 
cluded  harfhly  enough  again!!  him  in  the  clofe.  In  fine,  feeing  him- 
felf  on  all  hands  in  an  evil  cafe,  he  refolved  for  New-England.  In 
order  to  this,  flriking  in  with  fome  nonconformifls  which  intended  that 
way,  his  honourable  birth,  long  hair,  and  other  circumflances  of  his 
perfon,  rendered  his  fellow  travellers  jealous  of  him  as  a  Ipy  to  betray 
their  liberty  rather  than  any  way  like  to  advantage  their  defjgn.  But 
he,  that  they  thought  at  firft  fight  to  have  too  little  of  Chrifl  for  their 
company,  did  foon  after  appear  to  have  too  much  for  them.  For  he 
had  not  been  long  in  New-England,  but  he  ripened  into  more  know¬ 
ledge  and  experience  of  Chrift,  than  the  churches  there  could  bear 
th#  teflimony  of.  Even  New-England  could  ndt  bear  all  his  \vords? 
though  there  was  no  King’s  court  or  King’s  chapel.  Then  he  returns 
for  Old  England.” 

1 

The  following  letter  was  wrote,  by  a  perfon  of  quality,  to  a  near 
relation  of  Sir  Henry  Vane,  about  a  week  after  his  execution. 

Madam, 

If  I  do,  later  than  others,  give  you  an  account  of  the  fhare  I  have 
in  the  lofs  of  your  generous  kinfman,  it  is  becaufe  I  would  not  rudely 
diilurb  the  motions  of  fo  jufl  a  forrow  ;  but  I  hope  that  you  are  affured 
I  have  fo  real  a  concern  in  all  that  relates  to  you,  that  it  was  not  ne- 
ceffary,  by  an  early  hafle,  to  fend  you  an  information  of  it.  I  have. 
Madam,  whilfl  I  own  a  love  to  my  country,  a  deep  interefl  in  the 
publick  lofs  which  fo  many  worthy  perfons  lament.  The  world  is 
fobbed  of  an  unparallelled  example  of  virtue  and  piety.  His  great 
abilities  made  his  enemies  perfuade  themfelves,  that  all  the  revolutions 
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nor  of  any  erroneous  opinions,  but  waited  the  determina-  1637 
tion  of  the  churches  in  a  general  council ;  accordingly  a 
fynod  was  appointed  to  be  held  at  Newtown,  the  goth  of 
Auguft,  where  were  prefent,  not  only  the  minifters  and 
mefiengers  of  churches,  but  the  magiftrates  alfo,  who, 

Mr.  Weld  fays,  (I  fuppofe  he  was  a  member)  were  not 
only  hearers  but  fpeakers  alfo,  as  they  thought  fit.  Mr. 
Cotton,  although  at  the  head  of  the  minifters,  was  too 
much  a  party  to  be  proper  for  a  moderator,  and  Mr. 
Hooker  and  Mr.  Bulkley  werechofen.  Three  weeks  were 
fpent  in  difputing,  pro  and  con.  and  at  length  above  four- 
fcore  points  or  opinions,  faid  to  have  been  maintained  by 
fome  or  oiher  in  the  country,  were  condemned  as  erro¬ 
neous,  and  the  refult  was  figned  by  all  the  members  but 
Mr.  Cotton.  He  had  exprefled  his  diflike  of  molt  of 

in  the  laft  age  were  wrought  by  his  influence,  as  if  the  world  was 
moved  only  by  his  engine.  In  him  they  lodged  all  the  dying  hopes 
of  the  party.  There  was  no  opportunity  that  he  did  not  improve  for 
the  advantage  of  his  country.  And  when  he  was  in  his  laft  and  much 
deplored  ftate,  he  ftrove  to  make  the  people  in  love  with  that  freedom 

they  had  fo  fbolifhiy  and  lavi fhly  thrown  away.— - He  was  great  in 

all  his  aflions,  but  to  me  he  feemed  greatell  in  his  fufterings,  when 
his  enemies  feemed  to  fear  that  he  alone  fhould  be  able  to  acquaint 
them  with  a  change  of  fortune.  In  his  loweft  condition,  you  have 
feen  him  the  terror  of  a  great  prince,  ftrengthened  by  many  potent 
confederates  and  armies.  You  have  feen  him  live  in  high  eftimation 
and  honour,  and  certainly  he  died  with  it.  Men  arrive  at  honours  by 
feveral  ways.  The  martyrs,  though  they  wanted  the  glittering  crowns 
the  princes  of  thofe  ages  difpenfed,  have  rich  ones  in  every  j aft  man’s 
efteem. — Virtue,  though  unfortunate,  fhines  in  fpite  of  all  its  enemies, 
nor  is  it  in  any  power  to  deface  thofe  tailing  monuments  your  friend 
hath  raifed,  of  his,  in  every  heart  that  either  knew  him  or  held  any 
intelligence  with  his  fame.  But,  Madam,  I  trefpafs  too  long  upon 
your  patience.  This  is  a  fubjecl  1  am  apt  to  dwell  on,  becauie  1  can 
never  fay  enough  of  it.  I  fhall  now  only  defire  you  to  make  ufe  ot 
thac  fortitude  and  virtue  that  railed  your  friend  above  the  power  and 
malice  of  his  enemies,  and  do  not,  by  an  immoderate  forrow,  deftroy 
that  which  was  fo  dear  to  him,  yourfeif,  but  live  the  lively  reprefen- 
tation  of  his  virtue,  the  exercife  of  which  hath  made  you  always  the 
admiration  of 

Your  humble  fervant,  &C.11 

The  2 1 A  June  1662. 

Life  of  Sir  H.  V ane . 

E  4  them, 
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$$37  but  declined  condemning  them  all,  maintaining* 
that  union  to  Chrift  preceded  faith  in  him,  but  at  the 
lame  time  declared,  that  the  other  new  opinions  were  he¬ 
retical,  abiurd,  and  feme  of  them  blafphemous,  and 
promifed  to  bear  testimony  againft  them  *  This  general 
agreement  ftruck  a  damp  upon  the  opinionifts,  and  gave 
further  life  and  vigor  to  the  other  party.  Mr.  Hooker 
at  firft  disapproved  of  determining  the  points  in  contro- 
verfy  by  a  fynod.  He  writes  to  Mr.  Shepard  of  New- 
town,  April  8,  i6^(5.  (It  fhould  be  37)  cc  For  your  ge- 
neral  fynod,  1  cannot  yet  fee  either  how  reafonable  or 
how  fui table  it  will  be  for  your  turn,  for  the  fettling 
and  eftablifhing  the  truth  in  that  honourable  way  as 
were  to  be  defired,  My  ground  is  this.  They  will  be 
chief  agents  in  the  fynod  who  are  chief  parties  in  the 
caufe,  and  for  them  only,  who  are  prejudiced  in  the 
controversy,  to  pafs  fentence  againfl:  caufe  or  perfon, 
how  improper]  how  unprofitable  1  My  prefen t  thoughts 
run  thus:  That  luch  conclufions  which  are  molt  extra, 
moft  erroneous,  and  crofs  to  the  common  current, 
fend  them  over  to  the  godly  learned  to  judge  in  our 
our  own  country,  and  return  their  apprehenfions.  I 
fuppofe  the  iffue  will  be  more  uncontroulable.  If  any 
fhould  fugged  this  was  the  way  to  make  the  clamour 
too  great  and  loud,  and  to  bring  a  prejudice  upon  the 
plantations,  I  fhould  icon  anfwer,  there  is  nothing 
done  in  corners  here  but  iris  openly  there  related,  and 
in  fuch  notorious  cafes,  which  cannot  be  kept  fecret,  the 
mpd  plain  and  naked  relation  ever  caufeth  the  truth 
more  to  appear,  and  prevents  all  groundlefs  and  need- 
lefs  jealoufies,  whereby  men  are  apt  to  mal^e  things 
more  and  worfe  than  they  ar 
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Although  two  of  the  elders  were  the  moderators,  or 
prolocutors  of  the  aflembly,  yet  Mr.  Winthrop  feems  to 
have  had  a  controuling  power.  An  anonymous  writer  of 
a  manufeript,  fentfrom  New-Eftgland  the  fame  year,  gives 
{this  account  of  ip  The  fynod  being  met,  much  time  is 
fpent  in  ventilation  and  emptying  of  private  paflions;  at 
f  Hubbard — Fohnfon. 
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!c  length,  divers  truths  are  concluded  upon,  as,  the  nature  1637 
of  grace  and  faith,  the  neceflity  of  repentance  and  good 
<c  works,  the  perfeftion  of  the  feriptures,  and  like  truths  of 
cc  common  allay  were  affented  unto  by  common  fulfrage: 

?c  But  when  they  came  to  the  nature  of  the  covenant,  the 
<c  qualifications  preceding  it,  the  ufe  of  it,  the  feal  of  the 
*c  Spirit,  the  Helenas  for  which  they  drive,  there  they 
?c  were  as  different  as  ever,  refolved  in  nothing  but  this, 
cc  that  no  one  would  be  refolved  by  another ;  but  therein 
was  the  wifdom  and  excellent  fpirit  of  the  governor 
rc  feen,  filencing  paffionate  and  impertinent  fpeeches  as 
cc  another  Conftantine,  defiring  the  divine  oracles  might  be 
14  heard  fpeak  and  exprefs  their  own  meaning,  adjourning 
fC  the  affcmbly  when  he  faw  heat  and  paffion,  fo  that, 
through  the  bleffing  of  God,  the  affembly  is  diffolved, 
cc  and  jarring  and  diffonant  opinions,  if  not  reconciled, 

<c  yet  are  covered;  and  they  who  came  together  with 
cc  minds  exafperated,  by  this  means  depart  in  peace,  and 
cc  promife,  by  a  mutual  covenant,  that  no  difference  in 
“  opinion  fhall  alienate  their  arfeddons  any  more,  but 
“  that  they  will  refer  doubts  to  be  refolved,  by  the  great  . 
tc  God,  at  that  great  day  when  we  fhall  appear  at  his  tri- 
cc  bunal.”  The  fynod  being  thus  over,  the  minds  of  the 
people  were  prepared  for  a  further  proceeding  againft: 
the  opinionifts*.  The  court  at  their  feffions,  the  2d  of 
Nove  mber,  took  notice  of  the  petition,  prefented  and 
called  feditious,  in  March  preceding.  They  expelled 
two  of  their  own  members,  Alpinwall  and  Coggefhall, 
one  for  figning  and  the  other  for  juftifying  it,  and  fent 
a  warrant  to  the  town  of  Bofton  to  return  two  other  de¬ 
puties  in  their  room.  The  town  agreed  to  fend  them  back, 
but  Mr.  Cotton  hearing  of  it,  went  to  the  meeting  and 
prevented  it  •,  and  they  chofe  two  others,  one  of  which  had 
figned  the  petition,  and  was  therefore  difmifiedf.  The 
, court  then  fent  tor  Mr.  Wheelwright,  and  requiring  of 

Tnis  Spiritual  court  aid  not  pronounce  particular  perfons  to  be 
b.retu  ks,  but  it  determined  what  was  herefy,  and  made  the  wav 
plain  for  the  fecular  power  to  proceed, 
f  thh'ard. 
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1 637  him  an  acknowledgment  of  his  offence,  he  refufed  it 
and  juftified  his  condudt;  but  the  court  refolved,  that  it 
tended  to  difturb  the  civil  peace,  disfranchifed  and  ba¬ 
nned  him,  allowing  14  days  to  fettle  his  affairs,  &cf. 

Mrs.  Hutchinfon  was  next  called  to  her  trial,  before 
the  whole  court  and  many  of  the  elders.  An  ancient 
manulciipt,  oi  the  trial  at  large.  having  been  nreferved, 
difcovers  nothing  in  her  conduct  but  what  might  naturally 
be  expected  from  a  high  degree  of  enthufiafm.  Her  no¬ 
tions  of  levelations  do  not  fccm  to  have  been  altogether 
difcountenanced  by  Mr.  Cotton  himfelf.  Her  fentence 
upon  record  ftands  thus  :  “  Mrs.  Hutchinfon,  the  wife 
“  of  Mr.  William  Hutchinfon,  being  convented  for  tra- 
“  ducing  the  minifters  and  their  miniftry  in  the  country, 
“  fhe  declared  voluntarily  her  revelations,  and  that  fhe 
“  lhould  be  delivered  and  the  court  ruined  with  their 
“  pofterity,  and  thereupon  was  banifhed  •,  and,  in  the 
“  mean  while,  was  committed  to  Mr.  Jofeph  Weld 
“  (of  Roxbury)  until  the  court  fhall  difpofe  of  her.” 
Having  received  her  fentence  from  the  court,  fhe  had  a 
further  trial  to  go  through  in  the  church.  She  was  firft 
admonifhed.  Mr.  Cotton  fays,  that  Mr.  Davenport  and 
he  imagined  they  had  convinced  her  of  her  errors,  and 
fhe  prefented  what  was  called  a  recantation  under  her 
hand,  but  at  the  fame  time  profefied  that  fhe  never  was 
of  any  other  judgment  than  what  fhe  now  hejd  forth. 
The  recantation  is  not  preferved.  She  had,  no  doubt, 
fome  fine  fpun  diftindtions,  too  commonly  made  ufe  of 
in  theological  controverfies,  to  ferve  as  a  fubterfuge,  if 
there  be  occafion*;  and  perhaps,  as  many  other  enthu- 
fiafts  have  done,  fhe  confidered  herfelf  divinely  ccm- 
miffioned  for  fome  great  purpofe,  to  obtain  which,  fhe 
might  think  thofe  windings,  fubtleties  and  infinuations 

I 

f  Ma/T.  Records. 

*  Mr.  Cotton,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Stone  at  Hartford,  fays,  “  Mrs. 
<c  Hutchinfon,  of  whom  you  fpeak,  though  fhe  publickly  revoked 
“  the  errors,  yet  affirming  her  judgment  was  never  otherwife,  though 
“  her  expreflions  were  contrary,  fhe  was  excommunicated  by  the 
ic  whole  church,  nem.  con.  Somec;herof  the  members,  that  joined 
with  her,  were  gone  away  before,”  &c, 

lawful, 
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lawful,  which  will  hardly  confift  with  the  rules  of  mo-  1637 
rality.  No  wonder  fhe  was  immoderately  vain,  when 
fhe  found  magiftrates  and  minifters  embracing  the  novel¬ 
ties  advanced  by  her.  The  whole  church  of  Bofton,  a 
few  members  excepted,  were  her  converts.  At  length, 

Ihe  forfook  the  public  aftemblies,  and  fee  up  what  (lie 
called  a  purer  worfhip  in  her  own  family.  It  is  not  pro¬ 
bable  fhe  was  encouraged  herein  by  Mr.  Vane,  who,  fome 
years  after,  fell  into  the  lame  practice  in  England.  Mr. 
Hooker,  who  had  been  charged  by  her  with  want  of 
foundnefs  in  the  faith,  in  return  exprdfes  himfelf  with 
fome  acrimony  concerning  her.  cc  The  expreffion  of 
V  providence  againft  this  wretched  woman  hath  pro- 
“  ceeded  from  the  Lord’s  miraculous  mercy,  and  his  bare 
<c  arm  hath  been  difeovered  therein  from  firth  tolaft,  that 
Ci  all  the  churches  may  hear  and  fear.  1  do  believe,  fuch 
c<  a  heap  of  hideous  errors,  at  once  to  be  vented  by  fuch 
cc  a  felf-deluding  and  deluded  creature,  no  hiftory  can 
ct  record  and  yet,  after  recantation  of  all,  to  be  caft 
cc  out  as  unfavory  fait  that  fhe  may  not  continue  a  peft 
ci  to  the  place,  that  will  be  for  ever  marvellous  in  the 
eyes  of  all  the  faints.  It  will  not  get  out  of  my  mind 
cc  and  heart  but  there  is  a  myftery  in  the  clofure  and  up- 
<c  fhot  of  this  bufinefs ;  but  he,  that  carries  the  wifdom 
of  the  crafty  headlong,  is  able  to  lay  open  that  alfo  in 
“  his  feafon.  At  the  firft:  reading  of  your  relation  I 
cc  could  not  but  lufpect  fo  much,  may  be  it  is  but  my 
u  melancholick  fufpicion,  but  thefe  three  things  pre- 
“  fented  themfelves,  in  open  view,  to  my  mind,  1.  That 
u  it  was  never  intended  fhe  fhould  be  excommunicated. 

“  2.  That  her  recantation  was  fill  with  fo  much  relerva- 
ec  tion,  as  finks  the  mind  of  fuch  who  would  have  made 
<c  way  for  her  efcape,  viz.  That  our  election  is  firft  evi- 
denced.  3.  That  this  conceit  is  a  neft  egg  to  breed  and 
“  bring  in  many  other  falfe  imaginations,  if  it  be  ftretched 
to  its  breadth.  Add  alio  hereunto,  that  there  is  no  odds 
“  from  herfelf  but  only  in  fome  expreffions  and  mifpri- 
cc  fions  that  way,  as  fhe  would  have  men  think,  and  then 
you  have  the  whole  caufe,  where  it  was  conceived  in  a 
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*^37  narrower  compafs  and  under  a  double  vizard,  that 

the  appearance  of  it  may  fuit  every  purpofe  as  the 
**  occafion  fits.” 

Mr.  Hutchinfon,  her  hufband,  fold  his  eftate  and  re¬ 
moved,  with  his  wife  and  family,  firft  to  Aquidneck  f 
(Rhode  Ifland)  being  one  of  the  purchafers  of  that  ifiand 
from  the  Indians  ;  where,  by  the  influence  of  his  wife  §, 
the  people  laid  afideMr,  Coddington  and  three  other  ma- 
giftrates,  and  chofe  him  for  their  foie  ruler;  but  he  dy¬ 
ing,  about  the  year  1642,  and  fhe  being  diflatisfied  with 
the  people  or  place,  removed  to  the  Dutch  country  be¬ 
yond  New-Haven ;  and,  the  next  year,  fhe  and  ail  of 
her  family  which  were  with  her,  being  i6perfons,  were 
killed  by  the  Indians,  except  ope  daughter  whom  they 
carried  into  captivity  *. 

The 

1'  Canonicus,  Chief  Sachem  of  Naraganfet  and  Niantic,  fold  the 
idand  to  William  Coddington  and  his  aifociates,  March  29,  1637  MS 

§  Hubbard . 

I  or  the  fal (hood  of  her  declaration  die  was  excommunicated. 
Some  writers  mention  the  manner  ot  her  death,  as  beinp"  a  remark¬ 
able  judgment  of  .God  for  her  herefies.  Her  partizans  charged  the 
guilt  of  the  murder  upon  the  colony.  Mr.  Weld  fays,  fhe  was  deli¬ 
vered  of  as  many  unformed  fcetufes  at  a  birth  as  die  maintained  errors, 
and  that  another  aft  refs  was  delivered  of  a  rnonfter,  and  that  all  the 
women  were  feized  with  a  violent  vomiting  and  purging;  dories,  as 
credible  as  that  of  tne  h  landers  Countefs,  who  is  laid  to  have  as  many 
children  at  a  birth,  as  there  are  days  in  the  year. 

The  autnor  or  a  little  trad,  pubiifhed  in  1676,  under  the  title  of  A 
CAaJs  for  the.  People  of  N  e-iv-E  vg ! a  nd ,  by  S.  G.  (it  ieems  by  the  language 
and  the  malevolent  fpirit  to  be  Samuel  Gorton)  fays,  Ci  J'he  next"  piece 
of  wickednefs  I  am  to  mind  you  of,  is  your  barbarous  action  committed 
againit  Mrs.  Ann  Hutchinfon,  whom  you  fird  imprifoned,  then  banifhed, 
and  fo  expofed  her  to  that  defolate  condition  that  (lie  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  Indians,  who  murdered  her  and  her  family  except  one  child  ; 
and,  after  that,  made  a  notorious  lie  on  the  dedroyed  woman,  which 
.Samuel  Clark,  pried  of  London,  taking  the  lie  out  of  his  brother 
Weld's  fhort  ftorv,  mud  needs  put  into  his  book,  called,  God’s  Judg¬ 
ments  againd  herefy . —  The  woman  before-mentioned,  having  been  by 
the  prielb  and  profeiiors  pumped  and  fifted  to  get  fomething  againd 
her,  laying  their  fnares  to  entrap  her,  and  taking  their  opportunity 
when  her  hu/band  and  friends,  as  it  was  Laid,  were  abfent,  examined 
and  banifhed  her. — So  (lie  goes  by  water,  with  many  others,  who 
perceived  they  mull  go  to  pot  next,  and  providentially  fell  in  with 
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The  confufion  in  the  colony,  occafioned  by  thefe  reli-  2637 
gious  difputes,  was  very  great ;  and  it  appears,  from 
the  letters  then  wrote  from  England,  that  they  made 
great  noife  there  ;  but  after  all,  it  is  highly  probable  that 
if  Mr.  Vane  had  remained  in  England,  or  had  not  craftily 
made  ufe  of  the  party  which  maintained  thefe  peculiar 
opinions  in  religion,  to  bring  him  into  civil  power  and 
authority  and  draw  the  affections  of  the  people  from 
thofe  who  were  their  leaders  into  the  wildernefs,  thefe, 
like  many  other  errors*  might  have  prevailed  a  fhort 
time  without  any  dilturbance  to  the  ftate,  and,  as  the 
abfurdity  of  them  appeared,  filently  fubfided,  and  pos¬ 
terity  would  not  have  known  that  lhch  a  woman  as  Mrs. 
Elutchinfon.ever  exifted  f.  We  may  fuppofethat  they, 
who  from  the  beginning  had  gone  along  with  her  in  her 
errors,  were  not  difpleafed  at  a  good  pretence  for  get¬ 
ting  nd  of  her  without  condemning  themfelves.  It  is 

Rhode  IHand,  where  they  made  a  cave  or  caves*  and  in  them  lived 
until  the  cold  winter  was  pah,  in  which  time  it  was  known  to  the 
profeflors  where  they  were,  and  that  they  had  bought  theifland  of  the 
Indian?.  And  the  profeHbrs  began  to  ilir  and  endeavour  to  bring  the 
inland  within  the  compafs  of  their  patent ;  fo  the  poor  moleiled  wo¬ 
man,-  it  is  like,  let  in  fear,  and  thought  (he  would  go  far  enough 
from  their  reach  ;  fo  going  fouthward  to  feek  a  place  to  fettle  upon, 
where  fhe  and  her  family  might  live  in  quietnefs,  fell  upon  a  piece  of 
land  that  was  in  controverfy  between  the  Dutch  and  the  Natives,  and 
the  Natives,  being  in  a  heat,  came  upon  them  and  were  the  execu¬ 
tioners  of  what  the  Nevv^England  priefls,  magiftrates  and  church 
members,  were  the  occafion,  through  their  wicked  and  cruel  proceed¬ 
ings,  in  forcing  them  to  fiee  from  their  rage  and  fury. - So,  reader, 

thou  mayft  fee  the  rage  and  envy  of  this  profeffing  generation  ;  for 
they  imprifoned  and  banifhed  this  tenderly  bred  woman  in  or  towards 
winter,  and,  what  with  fears  and  toflings  to  and  fro,  the  woman 
mifearried,  upon  which  they  grounded  their  abominable  untruth. 

Many  witnefTes  might  be  produced  to  prove  this,  and  to  difprove  their' 
abominable  frequently  told  Hander,  and  alfo  printed  by  priefts  and 
New-England  profelfors  and  their  confederates  here  in  England. 

f  A  great  number  of  the  principal  inhabitants,  molt  of  them  be¬ 
ing  difarmed  and  deprived  of  their  civil  privileges,  removed.  Mr. 
Coddington  and  Du  miner  had  been  afTiftants,  Mr.  Hutchinfon,  Afpin- 
wall  and  Coggefhal],  reprefentatives ;  Rainsford,  Sanford,  Savage, 

El  ot,  Eafton,  Bendall,  Denifon,  were  all  perfons  of  dillindlion. 

About  60  were  di farmed  in  Bofton  behdes. 


2 


difficult 


\ 

/! 

74-  THE  HISTORY  OF 

% 

1637  difficult  to  diicover,  from  Mr.  Cotton’s  own  account 
of  his  principles,  published  ten  years  afterwards,  in  his 
anfwer  to  Bailey,  wherein  he  differed  from  her.  Her 
warm  imagination  was  more  wrought  upon  by  theenthu- 
fiaftic  tenet  than  his  placid  temper.  He  feems  to  have 
been  in  danger  when  fhe  was  upon  trial.  Mr.  Dudley, 
the  De  puty  governor,  bore  hard  upon  him  ;  Hugh  Peters 
(hewed  that  he  was  well  difpofed  to  bring  him  upon  trial. 
The  other  minifters  treated  him  coldly,  but  Mr.  Win- 
throp,  whofe  influence  was  now  greater  than  ever,  pro¬ 
tected  him.  Not  long  after,  in  a  fermon  at  a  faft  Dec. 

163S,  he  conft fifed  and  bewai!ed  the  churches  and 
his  own  fecurity  and  credulity,  by  means  whereof  fo 
many  dangerous  errors  had  fpread,  and  fhewed  how  he 
came  to  be  deceived  ;  the  errors  being  formed,  in 
words,  fo  near  the  truth  which  he  had  preached,  and 
the  falfhood  of  the  maintainers  of  them  being  fuch  that 
they  ufually  would  deny  to  him  what  they  had  maintained 
to  others  ff.  His  conduft,  in  this  clay  of  temptation,  was 
forgotten  and  he  foon  recovered  *,  and,  to  his  death,  pre- 
ferved  the  efteem  and  mfpedt  of  the  whole  colony. 

Mr.  Wheelwright  went  toNew-Hampfhire,andlaid  the 
foundation  of  the  town  and  church  of  Exeter  ;  and  after¬ 
wards  removed  to  Hampton,  and  from  thence  to  Salis¬ 
bury.  He  was  reftored  in  1644,  upon  a  flight  acknow¬ 
ledgment.  He  was  in  England  in  1658,  and  in  favour 
with  Cromwell,  as  appears  by  a  letter  to  the  church  at 
Hampton.  EJe  lived  to  be  the  oldeft  minifter  in  the 
colony  ;  which  would  have  been  taken  notice  of,  if  his 
pcrfecu tors  had  not  remained  in  power*. 

The  court,  to  prevent  tumults, required  about  fixty  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Bofton  to  deliver  up  their  arms  and  ammu¬ 
nition  of  every  fort,  under  penalty  of  10).  upon  each  per- 
fon  neglecting,  and  laid  the  like  penalty  upon  every  one  of 
them  who  ftiould  afterwards  borrow  any  arms  or  ammu¬ 
nition.  And,  at  the  fame  time,  made  a  law  to  punifh 

4  Hubbard. 

*  Hedietl  in  1680.  His  Ton,  gt.mdfon,  and  great  grandfon  have 
been  of  the  council  tor  the  province. 

any 
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any  perfon  by  fine,  imprifonment  or  banifhment,  who  1637 
lhould  defame  any  court  or  any  of  their  fentences. 

A  great  number  removed  outof  the  jurifdiftion,  fome 
of  them  being  banilhed, fome disfranchifed;  more  to  Rhode 
Ifland  than  to  any  other  place.  In  a  Ihort  time,  mod  of 
them  were  permitted  to  return  and  were  reftored  to  their 
former  privileges.  The  mod  of  thofe  errors,  which  were 
condemned  by  the  fynod,  it’s  probable,  they  never  would 
have  owned  as  their  principles,  and  they  appear  rather  to 
be  deduced,  by  fome  of  the  fynod,  as  naturally  following 
from  the  capital  opinions,  than  to  have  been  advanced  by 
the  opinionids  themfelves ;  or  perhaps  may  have  been 
unguardedly  dropped  by  particular  perfons,  in  the  heat  of 
their  difputes,  or  during  an  enthufiadick  frenzy  ;  and  in 
others  may  have  been  the  effeft  of  a  fond  fancy  for  para¬ 
doxical  tenets.  They  were  charged  indeed  with  principles 
which  admit  and  introduce  all  kinds  of  immorality,  and 
which  make  no  didinftion  between  virtue  and  vice.  So 
are  fatalids  and  prededinarians.  Many  of  them  were  af¬ 
terwards  employed  in  pods  of  honour  and  trud,  were 
exemplary  in  their  lives  and  conventions,  and  their  let¬ 
ters  and  private  papers  fliew  that  they  were  pious  and  de¬ 
vout,  and  with  the  name  of  antinomians  paid  the  drifted 
regard  to  moral  virtue.  The  opinionids  were  punifhed 
for  being  deluded  enthufiads.  The  other  fide  were  de¬ 
luded  alfo  by  a  zeal,  for  the  punilhment,  for  the  honour 
of  God,  of  fuch  of  his  creatures  as  differed  in  opinion 
from  themfelves.  It  is  evident,  not  only  by  Mrs.  Hutchin- 
fon’s  trial,  but  by  many  other  public  proceedings,  that 
inquifition  was  made  into  men’s  private  judgments  as 
well  as  into  their  declarations  and  praftice.  Toleration 
was  preached  againd  as  a  fin  in  rulers  which  would  bring  < 
down  the  judgments  of  heaven  upon  the  land  *. 

This 

*  Mr  Dudley  died  with  a  copy  of  verfes  in  his  pocket,  wrote  with 
his  own  hand.  I  he  following  two  lines  made  pare  of  it: 

Let  men  of  God,  in  court  and  churches,  wauh 
O’er  fuch  as  do  a  toleration  hatch. 

This  was  the  prevailing  doftrine  many  years,  and  until  their  eyes 
were  opened  by  a  frelli  perfecution  coming  upon  themfelves  from  King. 

James. 


♦ 
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16^7  This  unhappy  controverfy  did  not  take  off  the  attentiorf 

of  the  government  from  their  neceffary  defence  again  ft 
the  Pequod  Indians,  who  continued  their  hoftilities. 
Governor  Vane  had  lent  Capt.  Underhill,  the  winter  be¬ 
fore,  to  ftrengthen  the  garrifon  at  Saybfook  fort,  which 
they  laid  fiege  to  for  feveral  weeks  together.  The  three  co¬ 
lonies,  Maffachufets,  Plimouth  and  Connecticut,  agreed, 
^ith  their  joint  forces,  to  go  into  the  Indian  country  and 
attempt  their  entire  deftrudion.  Maffachufets  fent  160 
men  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Stoughton.  The  num^ 
ber  railed  by  each  town  gives  us  fome  idea  of  the  pro¬ 
portion  which  the  feveral  fettlements  bore  to  one  another 
at  this  time  *.  Connecticut  men  being  fettled  near  the 
Indian  country,  it  was  expeded  they  would  be  early  in 
adion  ;  the  firft  of  the  Maffachufets  men  that  could  be 
raifed  were  therefore  ordered  to  march.  This  party  con¬ 
fided  of  40  men.  Capt.  Patrick  9  who  had  the  command 
of  them,  by  letters  difpatched  from  Providence,  acquainted 
Capt.  Mafon  the  commander  of  the  Connedicut  men,’ 
that  he  was  haftening  to  join  him.  The  body  of  the  In¬ 
dians  were  in  two  forts  or  inclofures,  which  on  all  fides 
they  had  rendered  as  defenfible  as  they  could  by  pallifa- 
does,  their  fkill  in  fortification  carrying  them  no  farther. 
Saffacus,  the  chief  fachem,  was  in  one  of  them,  and  to  that 
the  Engiifh  intended.  Capt.  Mafon  went  with  about  80 
Englilh  (20  of  which,  under  Capt.  Underhill  of  the  Maf¬ 
fachufets,  he  had  taken  from  Saybrook  fort)  and  100 

James.  This  made  his  declaration  for  a  general  liberty  of  con- 
Icience  welcome,  and  they  thanked  the  King  for  allowing  to  them  , 
what  they  before  thought  themfelves  bound  in  confcience  to  deny  to 
ethers. 

*  Bofton  26,  Charleftown  12,  Roxbury  10,  Dorchefter  13,  Wey¬ 
mouth  5,  Hmgham  6,  Medford  3,  Newbury  8,  Jpfwich  17,  Salem 
18,  Sangus  (Lyn)  16,  Watertown  14,  Newtown  19,  Marblehead  3. 

f  Patrick  had  ferved  in  Holland,  in  the  Prince  of  Orange’s  guard, 
and  was  fent  for  to  inflrudl  the  people  of  the  colony  in  military  dif- 
cipline.  In  order  to  his  being  made  a  freenian,  he  was  admitted  a 
member  of  the  church  at  Watertown,  but  the  itridt  manners  of  the 
New-Eneland  men  did  not  agree  with  a  Dutch  foldier.  He  foon  re- 
moved  to  the  Dutch  at  New  Netherland.  He  was  fiiot  dead  by  a 
P'-itchman  at  Stamford  in  1643.  Hubbard i 
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river  *  Indians,  by  water,  to  the  Naraganlets  country,  163/ 
where  200  of  that  tribe  joined  him.  He  would  gladly 
have  waited  for  Patrick’s  company,  but  was  afraid  the 
friend  Indians  would  attribute  the  delay  to  want  of  cou¬ 
rage,  and  therefore,  on  the  24th  of  May,  he  began  his 
march  for  Saffacus’s  fort.  The  Naraganfet  Indians  were 
(truck  with  terror  at  the  name  of  Saifacus,  and  endeavoured 
todiffuade  Mafon,  but  finding  him  determined,  many  of 
them  left  him,  and  near  an  hundred  of  them  went  back 
to  Providence,  where  they  reported  that  the  Pequods  had 
killed  all  the  Englifh.  This  report  was  carried  to  Bofton, 
and  mull  have  caufed  great  concern  there  ||.  Soon  after* 
one  of  Underhill’s  men  fell  lame,  and  the  reft  of  the 
company,  wearied  in  travelling,  being  loaded  with  arms* 
ammunition  and  provifions,  and  Saflacus’s  fort  being 
eight  miles  further  diftant,  they  refolved  to  attack  the 
Indians  in  the  other  which  was  called  Miftick  fort  i~.  We- 
quafh  J,  originally  a  Pequod,  who  was  born  at  Miftick 
but  now  lived  with  the  Naraganlets,  was  their  guide  to 
the  deftru&ion  of  his  own  countrymen  and  neareft  rela¬ 
tions.  They  fent  him  forward  to  reconnoitre,  and  he  re¬ 
turned  with  intelligence,  that  the  Pequods  had  taken  great 
ftore  of  bafs  that  day  and  were  in  a  high  feaft*  finging 
dancing  and  blefling  their  god  §  for  that  the  Englifh  were 
gone  away.  They  had  feen  the  veftels  pafs  by  their  river, 
from  Saybrook  towards  Naraganfet,  and  fuppofed  they 
were  gone  off.  Some  of  the  Englifh  advanced,  and  heard 
the  Indians  at  their  revels  until  midnight.  The  next 

*  Connecticut  river.  ||  MS*  letter .■ 

t  A  manafeript  journal  fays,  that  Underhill,  upon  his  man’s  lamc- 
ftefs,  refolved  that  he  and  his  company  fhould  go  to  Miftick,  reading 
God’s  mind  by  that  providence  ;  and  that  Mafon,  unwilling  to  part, 
conformed,  but  Hubbard  fays,  they  were  both  of  a  mind  for  the 
other  reafons  mentioned.  Underhill  was  one  of  the  forwardeitof  the 
Bolton  Cnthuftafts. 

X  Wequalh  became  a  chriftian  and  an  apoftle  among  his  own  peo- 
pie.  travelling  up  and  down  to  make  converts  ;  and  when  he  died, 
gave  his  foul  to  Chrift,  and  his  only  child  to  the  Engl  lb,  hoping  it 
would  know  more  of  Chrili  than  its  poor  father  ever  did*  Mr  *  dbe* 
p’ard’s  letter  to  London . 

§  This  may  be  the  conjecture  of  the  journalift. 


F 
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1637  morning  (May  26)  about  break  of  day,  after  a  march  of 
three  or  four  miles  from  the  place  where  they  halted  the 
night  before,  they  came  within  fight  of  the  fort  which  was 
upon  a  hill.  Wequafh  piloted  them  to  the  gate.  The 
centinel  happened  juft  then  to  be  gone  into  a  wigwam  to 
light  his  pipe.  The  Indians  were  all  in  a  deep  deep. 
One  of  their  dogs,  barking  at  the  approach  of  the  Eng- 
lifli,  caufed  a  difcovery.  The  Indians  within  the  fort 
began  their  tremendous  yell,  and  the  Indians  without, 
who  were  in  the  Englifh  rear  and  afraid  to  come  up,  fe- 
conded  them.  No  found  that  was  ever  made  can  be 
more  horrid  than  the  Indian  yell.  7  he  Englifh  imme¬ 
diately  fired  into  the  fort,  the  palifadoes  not  being  lb 
dole  as  to  hinder  the  muzzles  of  their  guns  going  be¬ 
tween.  Not  being  able  eafily  to  enter  at  the  gate,  Mafon 
went  round  to  the  other  fide  of  the  fort,  where  was  ano¬ 
ther  opening  or  entrance  barred  with  branches  of  forked 
trees  only  *,  at  which  he  entred,  with  thofe  that  were 
with  him.  His  lieutenant  and  the  reft  of  the  Englifh 
entred,  at  the  fame  time,  by  other  parts.  The  Indians, 
who  had  no  arms  but  bows,  tomahawks  and  Englifh  hat¬ 
chets,  made  ftout  refiftance  at  firft,  and  wounded  many 
of  the  Englifh.  Mafon  intended  to  have  fpared  the  wig¬ 
wams,  but  finding  his  men  thus  diftrefied,  he  entred  one 
of  them,  and,  with  a  firebrand  he  found  there,  fet  it  on 
fire.  While  he  was  doing  it,  an  Indian  was  drawing  his 
bow  and  would  undoubtedly  have  killed  him,  if  his  fer- 
jeant,  coming  in,  had  not  cut  the  bow-ftring  with  his 
hanger.  The  fire  fpread  to  the  reft  of  the  wigwams,  and 
the  Englifh  all  retreated  without  the  fort  and  furrounded 
it.  The  Indians,  feme  climbed  to  the  top  of  the  palifa¬ 
does  to  avoid  the  fire  and  fo  expofed  themfelves  to  the 
Englifh  bullets,  others  forced  their  way  out  of  the  fort, 
and  if  any  of  them  brake  through  the  Englifh  the  allied 
Indians  were  in  a  ring  at  feme  little  diftance  ;  fo  that  few 
if  any  efcaped.  There  were  about  60  or  70  wigwams  in 
the  fort  or  inclofure,  and,  it  was  imagined,  four  or  five 
hundred  Pequods  men  women  and  children.  Three  of 
the  Enghfh  were  flain,  and  many,  both  Englifh  and  In- 
°  dians 
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dians  their  friends,  wounded  with  arrows,  and  fome  very  1637 
badly.  The  army  was  in  diftrefs,  notwuhftanding  their 
victory.  The  morning  was  cold.  They  had  no  fort  of 
refrefhment,  not  fo  much  as  water,  nor  any  (belter  for 
their  wounded.  They  had  no  intelligence  of  their  vef- 
fels,  which  had  been  ordered  to  come  from  Naraganfet  to 
Pequod  river.  Many  Indians  were  in  the  woods,  who 
were  not  of  the  party  in  the  fort.  In  the  midft  of  this 
perplexity,  they  efpied  their  vefiels  at  a  diftance,  failing 
towards  them.  They  then  took  up  their  wounded  upon 
mats  fattened  to  poles,  iome  with  the  heads  of  the  arrows 
in  their  bodies,  and  marched  to  the  vefiels  fix  miles 
through  the  woods  and  fwamps,  the  Indians  lying  in  wait 
.at  every  convenient  place,  and,  with  their  arrows,  wound¬ 
ing  many  more  ;  but  many  of  the  Indians  were  (lain  in 
their  attempts  upon  the  Englifh.  They  put  their  wounded 
into  one  of  the  barks,  which  fet  fail  the  fame  nighr  and 
reached  Saybrook  fort.  Patrick  came  in  a  pinnace  from 
Providence  to  Naraganfet  foon  after  the  forces  marched, 
and,  with  the  other  vefiels,  went  forward,  taking  Myon- 
tinomo,  the  fachem  of  Naraganfet  with  them  ;  but  their 
arrival  was  prevented  by  contrary  winds  until  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  adtion,  after  it  was  over.  Mott  of  the  Englifii 
and  all  the  Indians  marched  through  what  was  called 
Nianticut’s  country,  to  Saybrook  fort,  their  vefiels  alfo 
arriving  there  the  next  day.  The  Indians,  in  alliance 
with  the  Englifh,  had  taken  eighteen  captives,  ten  males 
and  eight  females,  four  of  the  males  were  difpofed  of, 
one  to  each  of  four  fachems,  the  reft  put  to  the  fword. 

Four  of  the  females  were  left  at  the  fort,  the  other  four 
carried  to  Conne&icut,  where  the  Indians  challenged  them 
as  their  prize ;  the  Englifh  not  agreeing  to  it  they  were 
facrinced  alfo  to  end  the  difpute.  The  policy,  as  well  as 
the  niorality  of  this  proceeding,  may  well  be  queftioned. 

The  Indians  have  ever  fhewn  great  barbarity  to  their 
Englifli  captives,  the  Englifh  in  too  many  instances  have 
retaliated  it.  This  has  only  enraged  them  the  more. 
Befides,  todeftroy  women  and  children,  for  the  barbarity 
of  their  hufbands  and  parents,  cannot  eafily  be  juftified. 


1. 
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it'37  Sassacus,  the  fachem,  after  the  taking  of  Miftick  fort 

and  io  many  of  his  warriors  being  flain,  broke  down  his 
own  fort,  burnt  all  their  wigwams,  put  his  goods  into  ca¬ 
noes,  and  men,  women  and  children  forfook  their  country 
and  went  away  by  land  to  Quinnipiack.  The  forces  un¬ 
der  Capt.  Stoughton  arrived  atSaybrook  the  latter  end  of 
June.  I  hey  purfued  the  Indians,  meeting  now  and  then 
two  or  three  at  a  time,  whom  they  killed  or  took  prifoners ; 
at  length,  they  were  informed  of  a  great  body  of  Indians 
in  a  fwamp  *,  which  they  furrounded.  They  feem  to  have 
been  of  other  tribes  as  well  as  Pequods.  One  of  the  fa- 
chems  came  out  with  99  men,  women  and  children,  and 
delivered  themfelves  up  to  the  Englilh.  Wampum  he  faid 
he  had  none,  nor  had  he  ever  killed  any  Englilh.  The 
garment  he  had  on,  which  was  of  black  beaver  fkin,  hepre- 
iented.  An  Indian  was  fent  in  to  tell  the  reft,  that  if  they 
would  come  out  and  deliver  up  their  arms  and  clear  them- 
felves  from  having  murdered  any  Englilh  they  Ihould  fare 
the  better.  After  a  Ihort  parley,  they  determined,  that  as 
they  had  lived  together  they  would  die  together.  Twelve 
of  the  murtherers  were  among  them.  They  were  about 
eighty  in  all.  The  Englilh  fired  upon  them,  and  having 
furrounded  the  fwamp  all  night,  entered  in  the  morning” 
but  found  great  part  had  elcaped.  Some  of  the  Indians 
had  guns  and  fired  upon  the  Englilh.  This  is  the  firft 
account  we  have  of  their  making  ufe  of  guns.  Saffacus 
fled  to  the  Mohawks,  by  whom  it  was  reported  he  was 
murdered.  It  is  more  probable,  that  he  and  his  company 
incorporated  with  them.  Many  of  the  captives  were  fent 
to  Bermudas  and  fold  for  Oaves.  The  Pequod  tribe  was 
wholly  extinguilhed.  The  Naraganfets  took  charge  of 
fome  of  them,  and  promiled  to  pay  the  Englilh  for  their 
iervice  ;  the  few  that  remained  never  dared  own  they 
belonged  to  that  tribe,  but  mixed  with  the  Naraganfet  and 
other  tribes.  We  have  been  more  particular  in  relating 
this  aftion,  it  being  the  firft  between  the  Englilh  and  In¬ 
dians,  many  circumftances  not  having  been  publilhed  be- 

*  Mr.  Hubbard  fays,  near  Fairlicld  or  Stratford. 

fore, 


t 
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fore,  and  the  reft  of  the  Indians  being  thereby  brought  1637 
to  be  more  afraid  of  the  Englifh,  and  reftrained  from 
open  hoftilities  near  forty  years  together. 

This  year,  1 637,  a  number  of  the  Puritan  minifters 
in  England  wrote  over  to  the  minifters  of  New-England, 
informing  them  of  reports  that  they  had  embraced  new 
opinions  which  they  difliked  formerly,  and  which  they  in 
England  ftill  judged  to  be  groundlefs  and  unwarrantable, 
viz.  “  That  a  ftinted  form  of  prayer  and  fet  liturgy  is  un¬ 
lawful.  That  the  children  of  godly  and  approved  chriftians 
are  not  to  be  baptized  until  their  parents  be  fet  members 
of  fome  particular  congregations.  Thar  the  parents  them- 
felves,  though  of  approved  piety,  are  not  to  be  received 
to  the  Lord’s  fupper  until  they  be  admitted  fet  members. 

That  the  power  of  excommunication  is  in  the  body  of  the 
church,  though  the  minifter  fhould  be  of  another  mind. 

That  upon  a  rriinifter’s  being  difmifled,  though  unjuftly, 
from  his  particular  congregation,  heceafeth  tobea  minifter. 

1  hat  one  minifter  cannot  perform  a  minifterial  aft  in  any 
but  his  own  congregation.  That  members  of  one  congre¬ 
gation  may  not  communicate  in  another.53  They  add, 
cc  that  letters  in  New-England  had  influenced  many  in 
Old  to  leave  their  affemblies,  becaufe  of  a  ftinted  liturgy, 
and  to  abfent  themfelves  from  the  Lord’s  fupper  becaufe 
fuch  as  ought  to  be  were  not  debarred  from  it.53  They 
therefore  requefted  that  a  feafonable  review  might  be 
taken  of  the  grounds  and  reafons  that  had  fwayed,  and  fent 
over,  and  if  they  were  found  to  have  weight  they  would 
be  ready  to  give  the  right  hand  offellowfhip  •  lfotherwiie 
ftiey  would  animadvert  upon  them,  fo  far  as  they  varied 
rrom  the  truth,  &c./  The  famous  puritan,  John  Dod, 
omed  in  the  requeft  *  Mr.  Hooker,  upon  the  occafion 
this  letter,  writes  thus  to  Mr.  Shepard,  * I  confefs  freely 
{  my  feats  that  the  firft  and  fecond  queftions, 

touching  a  flinted  form  of  prayer,  will  prove  very  hard 
to  make  any  handfome  work  upon  ;  and  I  do  fadly  fuf- 
^  Pe(^  a  troubleiome  anfwer  may  be  returned  to  all  the  ar¬ 
guments.  7  his  to  yourfelf,  wherein  I  crave  filence,” 

*  MS*  original  letters  and  papers. 

'  F  3  An 


An  anfwer  was  wrote  by  Mr.  Cotton,  and  a  more  full 
anfwer  afterwards  printed.  In  fome  of  the  points,  I  fup- 
pofe  the  two  laft,  the  m  Snifters  in  England  were  mifin- 
formeck  In  fome  of  the  others,  particularly  thofe  which  it 
was  thought  moil  difficult  to  anfwer,  in  a  few  years  after 
the  clergy  in  England  fully  concurred  with  their  brethren 
in  New  England. 

In  June  1637,  two  large  fhips  arrived  from  England 
with  paffengcrs.  Mr.  Eaton  and  Mr.  Hopkins  *,  two 
London  merchants,  Mr.  Davenport  a  minifler  of  great 
character  for  learning  and  piety,  and  many  others  of  good 
note  and  condition  were  of  this  company.  Great  pains 
Were  taken  to  perfuade  them  to  day  in  the  jurffdibtion* 
The  court  offered  them  any  place  they  would  pitch  upon. 
The  town  of  Newbury  offered  to  give  up  their  fettiement 
to  them.  Quinnipiack,  and  the  country  between  that  and 
the  Dutch,  was  reprefented  as  a  very  fruitful  place  and 
well  fituated  for  trade  and  navigation.  They  flattered 
themfelves,  but  upon  what  grounds  does  not  appear,  that 
there  they  fhould  be  out  of  the  reach  of  a  general  gover¬ 
nor,  with  which  the  country  was  from  time  to  time 
threatned.  Thefe  were  the  reaibns  publickly  given  for 
removing  there.  Befides,  the  principal  men  of  the  new 
company  would  be  at  the  head  of  the  government  there; 
here,  it  was  natural  to  expert,  the  old  ftanders  would  be 
confidered  as  their  fuperiors.  They  laid  the  foundation 

# 

*  Mr.  Hopkins  had  been  2  Turkey  merchant  in  London,  of  good 
Credit  and  efteem,  but  of  puritan  principles ;  and  for  the  lake  of  an 
undift’jrbed  enjoyment  of  the  worfhip  of  God,  agreeable  to  thofe 
principles,  came  to  Nevv -Engl and.  He\  married  Mr.  Eaton’s  daugh¬ 
ter-in  law.  When  Mr.  Eaton  removed  to  Nevv-Haven,  Mr.  Hopkins 
went  to  Hartford,  the  chief  town  of  Connecticut,  and  was  chofen 
their  governor  feveral  year?,  at  length,  returned  to  England  and  was 
chofen  member  of  parliament,  was  warden  of  the  fleet,  a  com  mi  f- 
jfioner  of  the  navy  and  of  the  admiralty.  He  had,  notwithftanding, 
thoughts  of  returning  to  New-Eogland,  having  an  affe&ion  for  the 
country,  but  death  put  an  end  to  thofe  thoughts.  He  died  at  Lon¬ 
don,  in  March  locy.  He  left  a  legacy  to  Harvard  College,  which 
was  unpaid  until  17*0,  when  ii  was  received  by  virtue  of  a  decree  in 
chancery. 
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of  a  flourifliing  colony,  of  which  Quinnipiack,  or  New-  1637 
Haven,  was  the  chief  town.  They  agreed  among  them- 
felves  upon  a  model  of  government  in  church  and  ftate, 
very  like  to  that  of  the  Maffachufets,  and  continued  a 
diftindt  colony  and  government  until  the  year  1 665  *,  when 
Connefticut  and  New-Haven,  having  three  years  before 
been  incorporated  by  a  charter  from  King  Charles  the 
fecond,  united  under  one  governor  f .  The  people  in  the 

Malfa- 

\ 

*  Connecticut  charter  was  brought  over  by  Mr.  Winthrop  in  i66z, 
but  New-Haven  refufed  to  frbmit  to  it.  At  a  general  meeting  at 
New-Haven,  4th  Nov.  1662,  Mr.  Davenport  being  prefent  infixed 
l.  That  the  colony  of  New-Haven  was  not  within  the  patent.  2. 

That  it  was  not  lawful  to  join,  and  they  unanimoufly  concluded  to 
Hand  to  their  own  combination.  Goffers  journal .  But  in  16 6^,  upon 
commiffioners  coming  over  to  enquire  into  the  Hate  of  the  colonies, 
they  wifely  changed  their  refolution,  and  of  a  colony  became  a  county, 
and  fo  have  remained  ever  fince. 

f  The  heads  of  the  combination  or  agreement  were  thefe,  viz. 

That  none  frail  be  admitted  to  any  office  in  the  government,  civil 
or  military,  or  have  a  voice  in  any  election,  except  he  be  a  member 
of  one  of  the  churches  in  New-England. 

That  all  the  freemen,  without  fummons,  frail  yearly  meet,  the  laft 
fourth  day  in  May,  and  vote  in  the  ele&ion  of  governor,  deputy  go¬ 
vernor,  magiftrates  and  other  officers ;  fuch  as  cannot  attend  in  per Ton 
may  vote  by  proxy,  or  fend  their  votes  fealed. 

That  there  be  a  general  court,  confiding  of  governor,  deputy  go¬ 
vernor  and  magiftrates,  and  two  deputies  for  each  plantation  where 
there  is  a  church  and  freemen  orderly  admitted  ;  every  member  of  the 
court  to  have  a  voice,  and  all  determinations  to  be  by  the  major  vote 
of  the  magiftrates  and  the  major  vote  of  the  deputies.  This  court  to 
fit  the  laft  fourth  day  cf  May  in  every  year  of  courfe,  and  on  other 
occafions  to  be  fummoned  by  the  governor,  or  in  his  abfence  by  the 
deputy  governor,  or  in  the  abfence  of  both  by  two  magiftrates.  To 
declare,  publifh  and  eftab'ifh  the  laws  of  God  the  fupreme  legiftator, 
and  to  make  and  repeal  orders  for  Imaller  matters  not  particularly  de¬ 
termined  in  fcripture,  according  to  the  general  rules  of  righteoufnefs. 

To  order  all  affairs  of  war  and  peace,  and  all  matters  relative  to  the 
defending  or  fortifying  the  country.  To  receive  and  determine  all  ap¬ 
peals,  civil  or  criminal,  from  any  inferior  courts,  in  which  they  are 
to  proceed  according  to  fcripture  light,  and  laws  and  orders  agreeing 
therewith. 

That  there  be  a  court  of  magiftrates,  to  meet  or  be  held  twice  every 
year,  to  determine  all  weighty  caufes,  civil  or  criminal,  above  thofe 
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1 637  Maflachufetsfoon  after  refle&ed  upon  the  favour  of  provi¬ 
dence,  in  not  gratifying  them  with  the  continuance  of  this 
company  among  them .  It  appeared  that  the  Dutch  were  de- 
figning  to  take  poffeffion  of  this  country,  and  they  oppofed 
the  Englifh  in  the  fettlement  even  of  New-Haven  itfelf, 
threatning  hoftilitiesagainftthem.  Mr.  Eaton,  beinga  man 
of  good  abilities,  was  a  fit  perfon  to  refift  them  •,  and, 

finally, 

limited  to  plantation  courts,  and  to  receive  and  try  all  appeals  from 
plantation  courts.  In  this  court,  when  the  voices  are  equal,  the  go¬ 
vernor,  or  in  his  abfence  the  deputy  governor,  fhali  have  a  calling 
voice. 

That  there  He  a  court  in  each  plantation,  in  which  there  {hall  be  one 
or  more  magiilrates ;  the  freemen  to  chafe  two,  three  or  four  deputies 
to  a  {fill  the  magiilrate  for  the  trial  of  civil  caufes,  not  exceeding  twenty 
pounds,  and  criminal,  the  penalty  not  exceeding  {lock?,  whipping,  or 
£v e  pounds  fine. 

Their  laws  and  judicial  proceedings  varied  in  very  few  circumftances 
from  the  Mafihchufets ;  one  indeed  was  a  material  one,  that  they  had 
no  jury,  neither  in  civil  nor  criminal  cafes.  All  matters  of  fa&,  as 
well  as  law,  were  determined  by  the  court. 

ytf  r.  Davenport,  the  minifter  who  came  over  with  Mr.  Eaton,  had 
been  a  preacher  of  great  note  in  Colman-lireet,  London,  and  for  his 
noncompliance  in  eccleliaftical  matters  abfeonded  and  came  over  pri¬ 
vately.  Many  of  his  principal  hearers  accompanied  him,  and  formed 
3  church  at  New-Haven.  Another  company  came  from  Kent,  Suf¬ 
folk,  and  Surry  in  England,  among  whom  was  Mr.  William  Leet,  then 
a  young  man  (after  Mr.  Eaton’s  death,  governor)  and  after  the  colonies 
were  united,  fome  time  governor  of  Conne&icut.  Thefe,  with  Mr. 
Whitfield  their  miniller,  chofe  a  place  about  16  miles  Eaft  of  New- 
Haven,  fince  called  Guildford.  Another  company  removed  from  Hart¬ 
ford  with  Mr.  Peter  Prudden  for  their  miniller,  and  fettled  a  little  Weft 
from  New-Haven  and  called  the  place  Milford.  Brainford  on  the  Eafl, 
and  Stamford  near  forty  miles  Well  of  New-Haven,  were  both  fettled 
by  people  who  removed  from  Weathersfield  on  account  of  diflurbances 
in  the  church  there.  Thefe  towns,  together  with  a  plantation  upon  the 
Eail  end  of  Long- illanu  called  Southold,  are  faid  to  have  been  all  that 
were  concerned  in  the  combination  which  was  firil  formed.  The  co¬ 
lony  chofe  their  leader  Mr.  Eaton  for  their  firil  governor,  and  con¬ 
tinued  him  every  year  until  he  died,  which  was  14  years  after  the  foun¬ 
dation.  Their  chief  view  was  trade;  and,  to  be  better  accommodated, 
they  built  on  fmall  houfe-lots  near  the  fea,  and  fairer  and  more 
commodious  houfes  than  thofe  in  the  other  colonies.  They  built 
yeffels  for  foreign  voyage1,  and  fet  up  trading-houfes  upon  lands 
y/hkh  they  purchafed  at  Delaware  bay  for  the  fake  of  beaver,  but 
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finally,  in  the  year  1650,  the  other  colonies  uniting  in  1637 
the  caufe  with  New-Haven,  they  were  by  treaty  limited 
to  Greenwich,  laid  to  be  ten  or  twelve  miles  on  a  ftrait 
line  diftant  from  Hudfon’s  river.  Indeed  the  fuffering 
them  to  extend  thus  far  was  mere  favour  and  indulgence, 
but  there  had  been  a  good  correlpondence  always  kept 
up  between  the  Englilh  colonies  and  thcfe  intruders. 

They  had  mutual  trade  and  commerce,  and  although  the 
Dutch  at  that  day,  whatever  they  may  now  do,  did  not 
efteem  godlinefs  to  be  the  greateft  gain,  yet  their  form  of 
worfliip,  their  principles  as  to  difcipline  and  ceremonies 
were  more  agreeable  to  the  New-Englanders  than  thole 
of  the  high  party  in  England.  New-Haven  was  a  bar¬ 
rier  to  the  colony  of  Conne6tici.it,  and  caulcd  its  in- 
creafe.  To  which  we  may  add,  that  the  Maffachufets, 
by  the  removal  of  this  company,  were  enabled  to  pro- 

werc  unfuccefsful,  and  their  flocks  funk  very  fad,  and  in  live  or  fix 
years  they  were  much  exhauded.  Unwilling  to  give  over,  they  ex¬ 
erted  themfelves,  as  a  lad  effort,  in  building  a  fhip  for  the  trade  to 
England,  in  which  they  put  their  whole  dock  of  money,  plate,  and 
and  all  the  proper  goods  they  could  procure,  to  make  a  more  valu¬ 
able  adventure.  In  her  went  palfenger  Mr.  Grigfon,  one  of  the  ma- 
gifbrates,  in  order  to  folicit  a  patent,  and  eight  or  ten  more  confider- 
able  perfons,  who,  to  ufe  Mr.  Cotton’s  expreflion,  all  went  to  heaven 
by  water,  the  fhip  never  being  heard  of  after  their  failing.  The  lols 
of  this  fhip  entirely  broke  them  up  as  traders,  and  they  turned  to 
hufbandry  for  their  fupport.  The  manner  of  their  fettlement,  upon 
i mall  lots,  was  inconvenient  for  huibandmen,  and  the  foil  was  not 
jthe  bed,  fo  that  they  were  much  difcouraged  and  feveral  proje&ions 
were  made  for  their  removal  in  a  body.  They  made  further  pur- 
chafes  of  large  tra&s  of  land  at  Delaware  bay,  but  were  obdrudted 
and  difcouraged  by  oppodtion  from  the  Dutch.  They  had  offers  from 
Ireland,  after  the  wars  were  over,  and  were  in  treaty  for  the  purchafe 
of  lands  there  for  a  fmall  didinCt  province  by  themfelves,  and  when 
Jamaica  was  conquered  by  Cromwell,  propofals  were  made  to  them 
to  remove  there  in  a  body  ;  but  as  the  fird  generation  went  off,  and 
the  fecond  came  on  with  the  attachment  natural  to  the  place  of  their 
birth  and  education,  they  became  more  reconciled  to  their  fituation, 
and  although  they  have  never  been  remarkable  for  foreign  commerce, 
the  fird  intention  of  the  fettlement,  yet  their  improvements  in  huf¬ 
bandry  have  been  equal  to  any  of  their  neighbours.  The  ancient 
colony  of  New-Haven  is  at  this  day  a  principal  part  of  the  colony  of 
Connecticut,  on  many  accounts  refpe&able,  and  to  be  placed  with 
thofc  of  the  fird  rank. 
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i  7  vide  the  better  fur  the  immediate  acommodation  of  the 

great  number  of  pafiengers  which  unexpectedly  came 
over  the  next  year ; 

For  in  n°twithftanding  the  clamour  againft  the 

1638  plantation  was  revived  in  England,  and  a  defign  was  on 
root  to  revoke  and  annul  the  charter,  there  arrived  about 
20  fhips  and  three  thoufand  paffengers.  Thefe  fhips 
were  the  more  welcome  to  the  colony,  becaufe  they  were 
afraid,  that  in  confequence  of  the  complaints  againft 
them,  a  ftop  would  be  put  to  any  more  paflengers  com- 
ing  from  England.  In  1635,  a  commiffion  had  been 
granted  to  Icveral  of  the  nobility,  and  great  officers  of 
the  crown  for  the  regulation  of  the  coloniesf.  The  arch* 
bifhop  of  Canterbury  [Laudj  kept  a  jealous  eye  over 
New-England.  One  Rurdett  of  Pifcataqua  was  his  cor- 
refpondent.  A  copy  of  a  letter  to  the  archbifhop,  wrote 
by  Burdett,  was  found  in  his  ftudy,  and  to  this  effect,  viz. 
“  1  ]lat.  be  delayed  going  to  England,  that  he  might 
“  folly  inform  himfelf  of  the  ftate  of  the  place  as  to  alle- 
“  g>ance,  for  it  was  not  new  difcipline  which  was  aimed 
“  3t>  but  fovereignty  ;  and  that  it  was  accounted  perjury 
“  ar)d  treafon,  in  their  general  court,  to  fpeak  of  appeals 
“  to  the  King.”  By  the  firft  fhips  which  came  this  year, 
a  letter  was  brought  from  the  archbifhop  to  Burdetr,  ren- 
dering  him  thanks  for  the  care  of  his  Majefty5s  fervice, 
and  a  during  him,  that  he  would  take  a  time  for  the  redrefs 
of  the  diforders  which  he  informed  them  of;  but,  by  reafon 
of  much  bufinefs  which  lay  upon  them,  they  could 
not  at  that  time  accomplifh  his  defire.  This  letter  to 
Burdett  was,  by  fome  means  or  other  not  mentioned, 
fhewn  to  the  governor  of  the  Maflachufets.  A  quo  war¬ 
ranto  had  been  brought  by  fome  Sir  John  Banks,  attor¬ 
ney  'general,  a  year  or  two  before,  againft  the  governor, 
deputy-governor  and  affiftants  of  the  corporation  of  the 
Maflachufets.  This  was  never  ferved  upon  any  perfons  in 
New-England.  Some,  which  were  or  had  been  of  the 
corporation,  and  who  remained  in  England,  appeared  and 

t  Appendix, 
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declaimed  ihe  charter-,  and  there  was  a  determination,  idj'- 
that  the  liberties  and  franchifes  of  the  corporation  fhou 
be  leized  into  the  King’s  hands  ;  but,  it  is  laid,  judgment 
was  never  entered  in  form  againft  the  corporation  .  It  is 
agreed,  that  there  was  an  order  of  the  King  in  council  May 
3d  1637,  that  the  attorney-general  be  required  to  call  tor 
the  patent  of  the  Maffachufets,  and  this  year  (1038)  Mr. 
Winthrop  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Meautis,  clerk  of  the 
council,  accompanied  with  an  order  from  theLoids  of  the 
council  of  April  4th  1638,  requiring  the  governor  or  any 
other  perfon  who  fhou  Id  have  the  letters  patent  in  their 
power  or  cuftody,  without  fail  to  tranffnit  the  fame  by 
the  return  of  the  fliip  which  carried  the  order,  and  in  cafe 
of  contempt  their  Lordfhips  would  move  his  Majefty  to 
re-  affume  into  his  hands  the  whole  plantation.  An  anlwer 
was  drawn  up  and  tranfmitted,  as  appears  by  the  files  of 
the  court  ft ;  in  which,  alter  profefting  their  loyalty,  they 
fay,  that  they  were  never  called  to  anlwer  to  the  quo  war- 
ranto  %  i  f  they  had  been,  they  fhould  have  had  a  good  plea 
againft  it,  that  they  came  over  with  their  families  and 
eftates,  with  his  Majefty?s  licence  and  encouragement# 
had  greatly  enlarged  his  dominions,  and  if  their  charter 
fhould  be  taken  away  they  fhould  be  forced  to  remove  to 
fome  other  place  or  return  to  their  native  country  ; 
that  the  other  plantations  would  be  broke  up,  and  the 
the  whole  country  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  french  or 
Dutch,  and  that  all  men  would  be  difcouraged  from  fuch 
undertakings  in  confidence  of  a  royal  grant  *,  that  the 
common  people,  if  caftoffby  his  Majefty,  might  confe¬ 
derate  under  fome  new  form  of  government,  which  would 
be  of  evil  example  and  might  expofe  the  court  to  hisMa- 
jefty’s  difpleafureft  •,  and  for  thefe  reafons,  they  pray  their 
Lordfhips  that  they  may  be  fuffered  to  live  in  this  wil- 

*  Mr.  Hubbard  fays,  judgment  was  given,  &c.  but  the  government 
tnemfelves,  in  fome  of  their  declarations  in  King  Charles  the  fecond’s 
time,  fay,  that  the  procefs  was  never  compleated. — judgment  was  en¬ 
tered  againft  fo  many  as  appeared,  and  they  which  did  not  appear 
were  outlawed. 

f  The  records  of  the  feftion  take  no  notice  of  it.  Appendix. 

J  For  being  the  occafion  of  it,  by  giving  up  the  charter. 

dernefs ; 
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Sodcrncfi  ;  that  their  liberties  may  not  be  reftrained,  when 
others  are  enlarged  ;  and  that  men  of  abilities  may  not  be 
nindred  from  coming  to  them,  when  they  are  encouraged 
to  go  to  other  plantations.  It  was  never  known  what 
reception  this  anfwer  met  with.  It  is  certain,  that  no 
further  demand  was  made.  In  a  fhort  time,  the  arch- 
bdhop,  and  feveral  other  of  the  Lords  of  the  council  who 
were  prefent  at  this  order,  loft  their  authority  and  influ¬ 
ence.  1  hey  were  as  much  perplexed,  when  called  to  ac¬ 
count  for  their  own  conduft,  as  the  colony  could  have  been 
for  theirs,  nad  it  been  more  exceptionable  than  it  was, 
e  may  make  fome  conjectures  what  would  have  been  the 
confequence  of  taking  away  the  charter  at  this  time.  It  is 
pretty  certain,  the  body  of  the  people  would  have  lefc  the 
country  Two  years 'after,  meerly  from  a  diffatisfaftioti 
wit  i  the  ,oii  and  the  climate,  many  did  remove,  and  many 
more  were  on  tiptoe  and  reftrained  only  by  the  confidera- 
tion  of  their  engagements  to  ftand  by  and  fupport  one 
another;  but  where  they  would  have  removed,  is  the 
queftion.  It  would  not  have  been  to  the  French.  This 
would  have  been  going  further  from  the  fun.  They  were 
too  far  northward  already.  Befides,  they  might  well  ex¬ 
pect  a  heavier  yoke  under  the  romifh  hierarchy,  than 
what  they  complained  of  under  the  proteftant.  They 
would  not  have  removed  to  any  plantation  or  territory 
claimed  by  the  King  of  England.  What  aflurance  could 
they  have  of  fecurity,  'for  the  enjoyment  of  privileges, 
in  any  other  part,  (Longer  than  they  had  when  they  came 
here .  After  they  had  fpent  their  fubftance,  and  many 
that  came  with  them  their  lives,  in  pofTeffing  and  im- 
proving  a  country,  in  confidence  that  they  Ihould  enjoy 
their  charter  privileges,  they  and  their  pofterity  for  ever, 
they  would  not  have  trufted  to  promifes  if  any  had  been 
made  them  a  lecond  time.  It  is  molt  likely  they  would 
have  gone  to  the  Dutch  at  Hudfon’s  river.  They  had 
always  kept  up  a  friendly  correfpondence  with  them.  In 
their  religious  principles  and  form  ofworfhip  and  church 
government,  they  were  not  very  dihant  from  one  another. 
The  Dutch  were  not  generally  very  nice  upon  thofe  points. 

.  'The 


The  only  difficulty  would  have  been,  to  have  obtained  1638 
thofe  privileges  in  matters  of  government  from  the! 
Dutch,  which  they  had  from  the  Englifh ;  and  I  think 
the  Dutch  would  have  been  politic  enough  to  have  grant¬ 
ed  them.  If  they  had  failed  with  the  Dutch,  fuch  was 
their  refolution,  that  they  would  have  fought  a  vacuum 
domicilium ,  (a  favourite  expreffion  with  them)  in  fotne 
part  of  the  globe  where  they  would,  according  to  their  ap- 
prehenfions,  have  been  free  from  the  controul  of  any 
European  power.  In  their  firft  migration,  mod  of  them 
could  fay,  omnia  mea  mecum  porto.  All  the  difference, 
as  to  the  fecond  would  have  been,  that  fo  far  as  they  had 
leffened  their  fubftance,  fo  much  lefs  room  would  have 
been  neceffary  for  the  tranfportation  of  what  remained. 

Such  a  fcheme  would  have  confifted  very  well  with  their 
notions  of  civil  fubjedtion,  as  we  (hall  fee  in  many  in- 
fiances.  I  do  not  fay  their  notions  were  juft.  Allegiance 
in  an  Englifh  born  fubjecl  is  faid  to  be  perpetual,  and 
to  accompany  him  wherever  he  goes. 

The  fame  governor,  deputy  governor  and  affiftants 
were  chofen  for  1638,  as  had  been  for  1637.  The  fet- 
tlements  were  extended  this  year  beyond  Merrimack  ri¬ 
ver.  Sal ifbury  and  Elampton  had  a  great  quantity  of  fait 
meadows.  They  were  an  inducement  to  people  to  fit 
down  there,  although  the  upland  was  a  light  fandy  foil 
and  not  very  inviting.  Rowley  and  Sudbury  were  both 
fettled  this  year  alfo. 

The  inhabitants  of  Lynn  being  defirous  of  larger  ac¬ 
commodations,  many  of  them  removed  to  Long  Ifland, 
near  the  weft  end  ;  Lord  Stirling,  by  his  agent  there, 
having  fold  or  quit  claimed  to  them  a  traft  for  a  planta¬ 
tion but  they  were  foon  difturbed  by  the  Dutch,  and 
fome  of  them  were  imprifoned  under  a  pretence  of  an 
affront  offered  to  the  Prince  of  Orange’s  arms,  which 
they  had  taken  down  from  a  tree  where  the  Dutch  had 
hung  them  up.  Not  being  able  to  keep  their  ground, 
they  removed  to  the  eaft  end,  and  fettled  a  church  and 
town  (Southampton)  and  entered  into  a  civil  combination, 

intending 
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638  intending  to  be  independent  of  any  of  the  colonies.  An¬ 
other  diftindt  government  was  forming  at  the  mouth  of 
Connefticut  river  by  the  agent  of  Lord  Say  and  Seal 
and  Lord  Brooke,  who,  with  other  perfons  of  diftindlion, 
were  {till  expe&ed  in  New-England,  and  other  compa¬ 
nies  who  were  intending  to  remove,  intended  likewife  to 
form  into  feparate  governments.  But  this  humour  did  not 
iaft  long.  In  a  few  years,  all  the  colonies  found  an  union 
or  confederacy  necelTary  for  their  defence,  not  only  againft 
the  Indians,  but  againft  the  French  and  Dutch  ;  and  there 
could  be  no  encouragement  for  fmall  bodies  of  men  to  fit 
down  any  where,  independant  or  unconnected,  All  that 
had  begun  any  fettlements  between  the  Maflachufets  and 
the  Dutch  (th$  Rhode  Iflanders  excepted,  who  were  co¬ 
vered,  except  on  the  fea,  by  the  other  colonies)  joined 
with  Connecticut  or  New-Haven,  and  ail  to  the  eaft- 
ward,  whether  in  New-Hampfhire,  Province  of  Main 
or  the  country  further  eaft,  applied  to  the  Maflachufets 
that  they  might  incorporate  with  them. 

The  year  1638  was  memorable  for  a  very  great  earth¬ 
quake  throughout  New-England,  The  fhake,  by  the 
printed  accounts  of  it,  and  from  manufcript  letters,  ap¬ 
pears  to  have  been  equal  to  that  in  1727,  the  pewter  in 
many  places  being  thrown  off*  the  {helves,  and  the  tops  of 
chimnies  in  fome  places  fhook  down,  but  the  noife, 
though  great,  not  fo  furprizing  as  that  of  the  lad  men¬ 
tioned.  The  courfe  of  it  was  from  weft  to  eaft.  This  was 
a  remarkable  aera.  So  long  after  the  earthquake  was  as 
common  anexpreflion  with  the  people  of  New*  England, 
for  many  years,  as  it  feems  to  have  been  heretofore  with 
the  children  of  Ifrael'f. 

Harvard  College  takes  its  date  from  the  year  1638* 
Two  years  before,  the  general  court  gave  four  hundred 
pounds  towards  a  public  fchool  at  Newtown,  but  Mi\ 
John  Harvard,  a  worthy  minifter  of  Charleftown,  dy¬ 
ing  this  year  and  having  given  a  great  part  of  his  eftate, 
between  feven  and  eight  hundred  pounds  to  the  fame  ufe. 


•f-  yohvfov, — Hubbard? 
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the  fchool  took  the  name  of  Harvard  College  by  an 
order  of  Court 

In  1639,  t^*e  f°rmer  governor  and  deputy  governor  1639 
were  continued,  and  the  fameaffiftants,  except  Mr.  Harla- 
kenden,  who  died  in  the  colony,  and  I  fuppofe  the  laft  year. 

Straits  and  difficulties,  at  the  beginning  of  the  co¬ 
lony,  had  produced  induftry  and  good  hufbandry,  and 
then  they  foon  raifed  provifions  enough  for  their  own 
fupport,  and  an  overplus  for  exportation.  We  hear  but 
little  of  trade  for  the  firft  feven  years,  except  a  fmall 
traffick  with  the  natives  by  barter  of  toys,  and  the  few 
utenfils,  tools  and  cloathing  they  at  firft  thought  neceffary, 
in  exchange  for  furs  and  Heins.  What  the  planters  brought 
with  them  confided,  principally,  of  materials  for  their 
buildings,  neceftary  tools  for  their  hufbandry,  ftock  for 
their  farms,  and  cloathing  for  themfelves  and  families  ; 
and  thofe  who  had  more  eftate  than  was  fufficient  for 
thefe  purpofes,  were  country  gentlemen  and  unacquaint¬ 
ed  with  commerce,  as  Winthrop,  Dudley,  Bellingham, 
BraJftreet,  &c.  and  never  employed  themfelves  in  it, 

(Mr.  Winthrop  built  a  fmall  barque  called  the  Bleffing, 
which  was  employed  to  import  corn  from  the  fouthern 
Indians  when  the  colony  was  in  want,  but  fhe  was  foon 

*  The  firft  mailer  of  the  college  was  Nathaniel  Eaton,  who  was  a 
good  fcholar,  but  had  not  the  other  qualities  requifitc  for  the  inilruc- 
tion  and  government  of  youth.  He  w*s  charged  with  avarice,  in  with¬ 
holding  neceflary  or  convenient  commons,  and  with  cruelty,  in  beat¬ 
ing  his  ufher  with  a  cudgel  whilft  two  of  his  fervants  held  him  out 
by  the  legs  and  arms.  His  condudf  having  been  enquired  into  by  the 
cour:,  in  1639,  he  was  thereupon  displaced,  fined  100  marks  and  or¬ 
dered  to  pay  thirty  pounds  to  Mr.  Brifcoe  whom  he  had  cruelly  beat. 

After  the  fentence  of  the  court,  he  was  excommunicated  from  the 
church  at  Cambridge,  He  complained  that  the  church  had  enquired 
into  his  cafe  beforehand  fully  underflood  it  and  palled  no  cen- 
fure  upon  him  ;  but  when  they  knew  the  opinion  of  the  court,  they 
conformed  to  that.  He  went  to  Virginia.  After  the  reiteration  he 
was  in  England,  conformed  and  had  a  living,  and  is  laid  to  have  re- 
venged  himxelf  upon  all  nonconformifls,  being  greatly  inflrumental  in 
their  perfecutions.  He  was  educated  under  Dr.  Ames  in  Holland,  and 
liOwn  to  Mr.  Hooker  vvhilfl  there,  who  fays  he  did  not  approve  of 
is  fpij  it,  and  feared  the  iffue  or  his  being  received  here,  &c.  He  was 

ucceeded  by  Mr.  Henry  Dunftar,  well  elleemed  for  his  learning,  piety 
sr.d  Ipint  of  government, 

f  *  call; 
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1639  caff  away)  and  people  in  general  turned  their  minds  to 
provide  comfortable  lodgings,  and  to  bring  under  im* 
provement  fo  much  land  as  would  afford  them  neceffary 
fupport,  and  this  was  enough  to  employ  them.  After  a 
few  years,  by  hard  labour  and  hard  fare,  the  land  pro¬ 
duced  more  than  was  confumed  by  the  inhabitants ;  the 
overplus  was  fent  abroad  to  the  Weft-Indies,  the  Wine- 
Iflands,  &c.  Returns  were  made  in  the  produce  of  the 
refpedtive  countries  and  in  bullion,  the  molt  of  which,  to¬ 
gether  with  the  furs  procured  from  the  natives,  went  to 
England  to  pay  for  the  manufactures  continually  neceffary 
from  thence.  As  hands  could  be  fpared  from  hufbandry 
and  labour  in  providing  their  houfes,  they  were  taken  off, 
and  fome employed  in  fawing  boards,  fplittingftaves,  fhin- 
gles  and  hoops,  others  in  the  fifhery,  and  as  many  as  were 
capable  of  it  in  building  fmall  veffels  for  the  fifhery  and  for 
coafting  and  foreign  trade.  Thus  gradually  and  infenfibly 
they  feem  to  have  fallen  into  that  trade  molt  natural  to 
the  country  and  adapted  to  their  peculiar  circumftances* 
without  any  premeditated  fcheme  or  projection  for  that 
purpofe.  The  primary  views,  in  their  removal,  were  the 
enjoyment  of  civil  and  religious  liberty.  Merchants,  and 
others  for  the  fake  of  gain  when  they  faw  a  profpedt  of 
it  afterwards,  came  over  and  incorporated  with  them,  and 
caufedagreat  increafe  of  commerce,  and  led  the  legiflators 
to  meafures  for  the  further  improvement  of  it.  For  en¬ 
couraging  the  fifhery,  an  act  was  made,  this  year,  to  free 
all  eftates,  employed  in  catching  making  or  tranfporting 
fifh,  from  all  duties  and  public  taxes ;  and  all  perfons  were 
reftrained,  by  penalty,  from  ufing  any  cod  or  bais  fifh  for 
manuring  the  ground;  and  all  fifhermen  during  the  fea- 
fon  for  bufinefs,  and  all  Ihip-builders,  were  by  the  fame 
adt  excufed  from  trainings.  Sumptuary  laws  were  made 
for  reftraining  excels  in  apparel  and  other  expences ;  a 
fprit  of  induttry  and  frugality  prevailed  ;  and  thofe  who 
lived  in  the  next  age  fpeak  of  this  as  the  aurea  <etas  in 
which  religion  and  virtue  fiourifhed  :  But  it  was  not  long 
before  many  became  difeontented  and  encouraged  pro¬ 
jects  for  their  removal. 
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In  the  year  1640,  Mr.  Dudley  was  governor  and  Mr.  1640 
Bellingham  deputy  governor1;  Mr.  Winthrop,  the  former 
governor,  one  of  the  affiftants  ;  the  reft  the  fame  as  the 
Jaft  year.  The  importation  of  fettlers  now  ceafed.  The 
motive  to  tranfportation  to  America  was  over,  by  the 
change  in  the  affairs  of  England.  They,  who  then  pro- 
feffed  to  be  able  to  give  the  beft  account,  fay,  that  in  298 
fhips,  which  were  the  whole  number  from  the  beginning 
of  the  colony,  there  arrived  *  21200  paffengers,  men 
women  and  children,  perhaps  about  4000  families -f. 

Since  which,  more  perfons  have  removed  out  of  Ncw- 
England  to  other  parts  of  the  world  than  have  come 
from  other  parts  to  it;  and  the  number  of  families,  at 
this  day,  in  the  four  governments  may  be  fuppofed  to 
be  lefs  rather  than  more  than  the  natural  encrca'e  of  four 
thoufand.  This  fudden  flop  had  a  furprizing  effeft  upon 
the  price  of  cattle.  They  had  loft  the  greateft  part  of 
what  they  intended  for  the  firft  fupply,  in  the  paffage 
from  Europe.  As  the  inhabitants  multiplied,  the  de¬ 
mand  for  the  cattle  increafed,  and  the  price  of  a  milch 
cow  had  kept  from  25  to  30  1.  but  fell  at  once  this  year 
to  5  or  61.  A  farmer,  who  could  fpare  but  one  cow  in 
z  year  out  of  his  ftock,  ufed  to  cloath  his  family  with  the 
price  of  it  at  the  expence  of  the  new  comers  ;  when 
this- failed  they  were  put  to  difficulties.  Although  they 
judged  they  had  12000  neat  cattle,  yet  they  had  but 
about  3000  ffieep  in  the  colony. 


*  iVIr.  Neale  fuppofes  this  to  be  impofiible,  but  the  number  is  not 
grcdk.  tor  io  many  fhips.  If  we  allow  holt  of  them  for  transporting 
goods,  and  140  foul*  to  each  of  the  other,  it  will  make  the  number. 
Many  of  the  fhips  were  large,  in  the  firft  fleet  efpecially. 

t  4  modeft  computation  then  made  of  the  whole  charge  of  tranf¬ 
portation  of  the  perfons,  their  goods,  the  ftock  of  cattle?  provifions 
until  they  could  fupport  themfelves,  neceifaries  for  building,  artillery, 
arms  and  ammunition,  amounts  to  192,000  1.  fterling.  Jobnfon.  A  dear 
purchafe,  if  they  had  paid  nothing  before  to  the  council  of  Plimouth, 
and  nothing  afterwards  to  the  fachcms  of  the  country.  Well  might 
they  complain,  when  the  titles  to  their  lands  were  called  in  queftion 
by  Sir  Edmond  Andros  ;  their  labour  in  clearing  and  improving  them 
was  of  more  value  than  the  lands  after  they  were  improved,  and  this 
oiher  expence  might  be  out  of  the  queftion. 
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1641  T  he  year  1641  afforded  not  fo  pleafing  a  profpedl. 
As  loon  as  the  country  ceafed  to  be  neceffary,  as  an  afy- 
lum  for  oppreifed  people  in  England,  feme  of  thofe  who 
had  been  the  greareft  benefadors  there  not  only  difcou- 
raged  any  further  transportation,  but  endeavoured  to  in¬ 
duce  fuch  as  had  gone  over  to  remove.  Had  the  fame 
changes  happened  in  England  fix  or  eight  years  fooner, 
the  continent  of  North  America  would  in  all  probability 
have  been  at  this  day  in  a  far  lefs  flourilhing  eftate  than 
it  is.  Some  of  the  principal  men  wavered,  but  others 
were  more  refolute,  and  determined  not  to  forfake  their 
undertaking*. 

Lord  Say  and  Seal  had  turned  his  thoughts  to  a  more 
fouthern  fettlement  in  the  Bahama  iflands.  He  had  en¬ 
gaged  Mr.  Humfries,  one  of  the  afhftants  of  the  Mafia  - 
chufets  colony,  in  the  defign,  with  a  promife  of  being  the 
governor  of  the  new  fettlement.  A  new  plan  of  govern¬ 
ment  was  framed,  wholly  ariftocratical,  and  the  magi- 
ftracy  to  be  hereditary  •,  but  exceptions  being  taken  to 
this  form  by  the  people,  it  was  altered  and  brought 
nearer  to  that  of  the  Maffachufetsf .  Mr.  Winthrop 

(the 

*■  Mr.  Richard  Salftonftall  about  this  time,  and  I  fuppofe  upon  this 
occafion,  made  a  vow  to  God  that  he  would  not  leave  the  country 
whilil  the  ordinances  of  God  continued  there  in  purity.  Some  years 
after,  his  wife  was  in  a  bad  Rate  of  health  and  it  was  thought  fhe 
might  have  relief  by  phyficians  in  England.  He  applied  to  Mr.  Cot¬ 
ton,  not  to  abfolve  him,  but  to  fatisfy  his  doubting  confcience.  Mr. 
Cotton  convinced  him  that  the  marriage  vow  was  the  moil  binding. 
MS  J.  Cotton. 

4  it  is  obfervable  that  all  the  colonies,  before  the  reign  of  King 
Charles  the  fecond,  Maryland  excepted,  fettled  a  model  of  govern¬ 
ment  for  themfelves.  Virginia  had  been  many  years  diftraded  under 
the  government  of  prefidents  and  governors,  with  councils  in  vvhofe 
nomination  or  removal  the  people  had  no  voice,  until  in  the  year 
1620  a  houfe  of  burgeffes  broke  out  in  the  colony  ;  the  King  nor 
the  grand  council  at  home  not  having  given  any  powers  or  diredions 
for  — The  governor  and  afliilants  of  the  Maffachufets  at  firil  in¬ 
tended  to  rule  the  people,  and,  as  we  have  obierved,  obtained  their 
confent  for  it,  but  this lafted  two  or  three  years  oniy ;  and  although 
there  is  no  colour  for  it  in  the  charter,  yet  a  houfe  of  deputies  appeared 
fuddenly,in  1634,  to  the  furprize  of  the  magilt rates  and  the  dilappoint- 

raent 


(the  ufual  governor  and  always  confidered  abroad  as  the  1641 
head  of  the  colony)  had  wrote  to  Lord  Say,  reprefent- 
ing  to  his  Lordlliip  that  it  fcremed  evident  that  God  had 
chofen  New-England  to  plant  his  people  in,  and  that  it 

would 


mentcf  their  fchemes  for  power. — Connecticut  foon  after  followed  the 
plan  of  the  MafTachufets.— New-Haven,  altho>  the  people  had  thehigheft 
reverence  for  their  leaders  and  for  ne:ir  30  years  in  judicial  proceeding 
fubmitted  to  the  magiitracy  (it  mud  however  be  remembred  that  it  was 
annually  eleded)  without  a  jury,  yet  in  matters  of  legiflation  the  peo¬ 
ple,  from  the  beginning,  would  have  their  fhare  by  their  representa¬ 
tives. - New -Ham  plh  ire  combined  together  under  the  fame  form 

with  Maffachufets, - Lord  Say  tempts  the  principal  men  of  the 

Maffachufets,  to  make  them  and  their  heirs  nobles  and  abfolute  go- 
vernors  of  anew  colony;  but,  under  this  plan,  they  could  find^no 
people  to  follow  them.— Baibadoes  and  the  leward  iflands,  began  in 
1623,  ftruggled  under  governors  and  councils  and  contending  proprie¬ 
tors  for  about  20  years.  Numbers  fuffered  death  by  the  arbitrary 
fentences  of  courts  martial,  or  other  ads  of  violence,  as  one  fide  or 
the  other  happened  to  prevail.  At  length,  in  1645,  the  affem- 
bly  was  called,  and  no  reafon  given  but  this,  viz.  '1  hat,  by  the  grant 
to  the  Earl  of  Carlifle,  the  inhabitants  were  to  enjoy  all  the  liberties, 
privileges  and  franchifes  of  Englifh  fubjeds,  and  therefore,  as  it  is 
alfo  exprefsly  mentioned  in  the  grant,  could  not  legally  be  bound  or 
charged  by  any  ad  without  their  own  confent.  This  grant,  in  1627, 
was  made  by  Charles  the  firft,  .a  Prince  not  the  moE  tender  of  the 
fubjeds  libe;  ties.  Alter  the  refloration  there  is  no  inllance  of  a  co¬ 
lony  fettled  without  a  reprefentative  of  the  people,  nor  any  attempt 
to  deprive  the  colonies  of  this  privilege,  except  in  the  arbitrary  reign 
King  James  the  fecond.  The  colonies,  which  are  to  be  fettled 
in  the  new  acquired  countries,  have  the  fulleft  affurance,  by  his  Ma- 
jefly  s  proclamation,  that  the  fame  form  of  government  fhall  be  efta- 
blifhed  there.  Perhaps  the  fame  eftablifhment  in  Canada,  and  the 
full  privileges  of  Bricifh  fubjeds  conferred  upon  the  French  inhabi¬ 
tants  there,  might  be  the  means  of  firmly  attaching  them  to  the  Bri¬ 
tish  interefl ;  and  civil  liberty  tend  alfo  to  deliver  them  by  decrees 
from  their  religious  flavery*  The  inhabitants  of  Acadie  or  Nova- 
bcotia  lived,  above  forty  years  after  the  red udion  of  Port  Royal 
uacier  the  government  of  their  priefts.  -No  form  of  civil  government 
■was  eftabhfhed,  and  they  had  no  more  affedion  for  England  chan  for 
Kufiia.  The  military  authority  ferved  as  a  watch  to  prevent  confede¬ 
racies  or  combinations.  The  people  indeed  chofe  more  or  lefs  depu¬ 
ties  from  each  canton  or  division,  but  their  only  bufinefs  feems  to 
have  been  to  receive  orders  from  the  governor,  and  to  prefent  peti- 

tl0?S  ti°i  ^im./r0rn  l^e  PeoPie’  Temporal  offences,  unlefs  enormous, 
and  all  civil  controverfies  were  ordinarily  adjudged  and  determined 
y  then  fpintual  fathers,  1  afked  fome  of  the  molt  fenfible  of  the 

2  Acaaians,- 
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1641  would  he  difpleafing  unco  him  that  this  work  fhould  be 
hindered ;  and  that  fuch  as  had  been  well  inclined, 
if  not  with  their  perfons  yet  with  their  fubftance, 
to  encourage  it,  fhould.  defift  and  difcourage  it  by  in- 
finuating  that  there  was  no  poffibility  of  fubfiftance  there  ; 
and  added,  that  God  would  never  have  fent  fo  many  of 
his  people  thither,  if  he  had  not  feen  the  place  fufficient 
to  maintain  them  or  intended  to  make  it  fo.  His  Lord- 
ihip  anfwered,  that  he' could  not  deny  great  part  of 
what  was  written,  particularly  the  evidence  of  God’s 
owning  his  people  in  the  country  of  New-England  ;  but 
aliedged,  that  it  was  a  place  appointed  for  a  prefent 
refuge  only,  and  a  better  place  being  now  found  out  they 
ought  all  to  remove  there  §. 

It  is  certain  that  a  great  part  of  the  colony  was  under 
great  doubts  as  to  their  fubfiftance.  All  could  not  be 
traders.  Much  labour  was  neceffary  to  the  clearing  a 
new  country  for  pafture  or  tillage;  after  three  or  four 
years  improvement  of  a  piece  of  ground,  they  found 
they  had  exhaufted  the  goodnefs  of  the  foil  and  were 
obliged  to  go  upon  new  improvements.  They  never 
ufed  fuch  manure  as  would  keep  it  in  heart.  The  com¬ 
mon  practice,  of  manuring  with  fifh,  left  the  land  in  a 
worfe  ftate  than  it  would  have  been  in  if  they  had  ufed  no 
manure  at  all,  or  than  any  other  manure,  even  lime, 
would  have  left  it.  This  caufed  many  of  them  to  have 
an  unfavourable  opinion  of  the  country  and  todefpairof 
obtaining  a  livelihood  in  it,  and  great  numbers  had  de¬ 
termined  to  remove.  Some  were  perfuaded  to  alter  their 
refolution,  but  others  perfifted.  A  church  had  been  ga- 

Acadians,  what  punifhment  the  priefls  could  inflift  to  anfwer  the  ends 
of  government.  They  anfwered  me  by  another  quefbon.  What  can 
be  a  greater  punifhment  than  the  forfeiture  of  our  falvation  ?  In  no 
part  of  the  romifh  church  the  blind  perfuafion,  of  the  power  of  the 
pried  to  fave  or  damn,  was  ever  more  firmly  riveted  ;  and  although 
thefe  Acadians  have,  for  eight  years  pad,  been  fcattered  through  the 
Engl  fh  colonies,  yet  I  never  could  hear  of  one  apoflate  or  fo  much  ss 
a  wavering  perfon  among  them  all:  and  if  the  Canadians  are  treated 
in  the  fame  manner,  they  will  probably  remain  under  the  lame  infa¬ 
tuation.  §  Hubbard . 
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thered  at  Providence,  and  news  came,  that  Mr.  Sher-  164* 
wood  the  paftor,  with  another  minifter,  had  been  lent 
home  prifoners  by  Carter  the  deputy  governor,  and  that 
the  magiftrates  were  inclined  to  persecution.  This  is  not 
incredible,  even  in  the  year  1641,  when  they  could  not 
have  expedted  that  thefe  meafures  would  be  approved  in 
England,  for  Virginia  perfifted  in  oppofition  to  the  par¬ 
liament  many  years  after.  Whilft  fome  in  New -Eng¬ 
land  were  difcouraged  by  this  advice,  others  were  the 
more  confirmed,  looking  upon  it  their  duty  to  go  over 
and  ftrengthen  their  brethren.  Mr.  Humfries  had  met 
with  great  Ioffes  by  fire,  the  year  before,  and  was  de¬ 
tained  in  New-England  by  his  private  affairs  for  this 
year;  but  a  company  embarked  with  Capt.  William 
Pierce,  who  was  of  the  firft  fleet  which  came  over  with 
the  charter,  and  a  very  noted  commander.  Upon  their 
arrival  at  Providence,  they  found  the  ifland  in  the  poflef- 
fion  of  the  Spaniards,  They  had  ftiot  in  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  fort  before  they  di (covered  their  danger  ; 
and  in  coming  about,  Pierce  was  fiainfrom  the  fort,  but 
the  veffel  got  clear  and  returned  to  New-England,  and 
the  defigns  of  the  reft,  of  courfe,  were  at  an  end.  The 
Lords,  and  others  concerned  in  this  attempt  to  fettle  the 
Bahama  iflands,  fpent  fixty  thoufand  pounds  fterling, 
which  was  entirely  loft  by  the  ifland’s  being  taken  *. 

The  difficulties  particular  perfons  were  under,  and  the 
difference  of  fentiment  upon  private  affairs,  had  an  in¬ 
fluence  upon  the  public  affairs.  The  election  this  year 
(1641),  notwithftanding  the  great  number  of  voters, 
was  determined  in  favour  of  Mr.  Bellingham  for  gover¬ 
nor,  Mr.  Winthrop  being  his  competitor,  by  a  majority 
of  fix  votes  only.  Mr.  Endicot  was  chofen  deputy  go¬ 
vernor.  It  was  difputed  whether  they  had  the  majority, 
and  it  w;as  fome  time,  Mr.  Hubbard  fays,  long,  before 
either  of  them  were  admitted  to  their  places.  The 
choice  feems  not  to  have  been  agreeable  to  the  general 
court,  for  the  firft  order  they  made,  was  to  repeal  a 


#  Hub  hard. 
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1641  ftanuing  law  for  allowing  one  hundred  pounds  annually 
to  tne  governor. 

The  court,  this  year,  expecting  great  revolutions 
vvrere  h n n cl  in  England,  fent  over,  as  their  agents,  two 
of  the  minifters,  Mr.  Thomas  Weld,  and  Mr.  Hugh 
Peters  ft ,  and  one  of  the  reprefentatives,  Mr.  William 
Hibbins,  in  order  to  eftablifh  the  intereft  of  the  colony. 
Pneir  particular  inftrudHons  have  not  been  preferved. 

I  his  year  alfo,  the  plantation  at  Springfield,  upon 
Connecticut  river,  returned  to  the  jurifdidtion  of  the 
MafTachufcts.  In  the  year  1636,  as  has  been  obfervea, 
tne  towns  or  fettlements  on  Connecticut  river  began.  A 
mori,  particular  account  of  the  lettlement  of  that  colony 
will  perhaps  be  expedited.  The  inhabitants  of  the  towns 
of  Roxbury,  Dorchefter,  Cambridge  and  Watertown, 
m  the  Maflfachufets,  laid  the  foundation  of  the  colony 
of  Connecticut.  Mr.  William  Pynchon,  being  the 
principal  perfon  -among  thole  from  Roxbury  who  had 
pitched  upon  a  place  higher  up  the  river  than  the  reft, 
called  by  the  Indians  Agawam,  he  changed  the  name  to 
Spiingfieid  His  manfion  houfe  was  at  a  town,  of 
that  name  in  England,  near  to  Chelmsford  in  EfTex. 
I  hole  from  Dorchefter  pitched  upon  a  place  below,  called 
by  the  Indians  Mattaneaug  or  Cufhankamaug.  Mr. 
Ludlow  was  the  principal  perfon  who  removed  with 
•  them.  Mr  Warham  their  mintfter  and  the  whole  church 
followed  the  next  year.  They  called  their  fettlement 
Winofor.  i  lie  Cambridge  people,  with  Mr.  Hooker  and 
Mr.  Stone  their  minifters,  and  Mr.  Haynes  who  the  year 

t  Weld  nor  Peters  ever  returned  to  New-England.  The  firft,  as 
appears  by  ibroeof  his  letters,  had  a  living  atGatefend  in  the  Bifhop- 
ricK  of  Durham.  He  went  to  Ireland  with  Lord  Forbes,  but  came  back 
to  England  and  was  ejedled  in  King  Charles,  the  fecond’s  reign.  The 
latter,  by  bufying  himfelf  too  much  with  politicks,  came  to  a  tra¬ 
gical  end,  which  he  would  have  been  in  no  danger  of  if  he  had  re¬ 
turned  to  his  church  again.  His  wife,  whom  he  married  in  Nevv- 
England,  was  fup  ported  after  his  death  by  a  collection  of  30 1.  a  year 
until  1671.  MS.  letter. 

*  hr  ft  they  called  the  new  fettlements  by  the  names  of  the  towns 
they  had  left  in  the  bay. 


before 


massachusets-bay. 


b  fore  had  been  governor  at  their  head,  were  feated  next 


below  at  a  place  called  Suckiang,  which  they  changed 
into  Hanford,  the  place  of  Mr.  Stone’s  nativity  in  Eng¬ 
land.  A  tew  miles  below,  there  was  another  trait  of  in  - 
tervai  land  called  by  the  Indians  Pauquiang,  which  thofe 
of  Hartford  intended  to  have  included  in  their  fettlement; 
but  a  few  of  the  Watertown  people  were  too  quick  for  them. 
They  gave  it  the  name  of  WeathersfLld.  i  he  com  mi  f- 

fion,  which  they  took  from  the  Maflachufets,  was  of  a 
pretty  extraordinary  nature.  The  preamble  to  it  acknow¬ 
ledges,  that  the  lands,  which  they  intended  to  take  pof- 
feflion  of,  were  without  the  commonwealth  and  body  of 
the  Maffachufets,  and  that  certain  noble  perfonages  in 
England,  by  virtue  of  a  patent,  challenged  the  jurifdidy 
tion  there  ;  but  their  minds  not  being  known  as  to  a  form 
of  government,  and  there  being  a  neceffity  that  lome  au 
thority  (hould  be  eftablifhed,  they  therefore  appoint  Ro¬ 
ger  Ludlow,  Efq*,  &c  *.  with  full  power  and  authority 
to  hear  and  determine,  in  a  judicial  way,  all  matters  in 
difference  between  party  and  party,  to  inflidt  corporal  pu- 
nifhment,  imprifonment  and  fines,  and  to  make  and  de¬ 
cree  orders  for  the  prefent  as  fhall  be  neceffary  ior  the  plan¬ 
tation,  relative  to  trading,  planting,  building,  military 
difcipline  anddefrnfive  war,  if  need  require,  and  to  convene 
the  inhabitants  in  general  court  if  it  fhall  be  thought  meet. 
The  commiffion  to  continue  no  longer  than  one  year,  and 
to  be  recalled  if  a  form  of  government  could  be  agreed 
upon  between  the  noble  perfonages,  the  inhabitants,  and 
the  commonwealth  of  the  Maffachufets,  &c. 

There  would  be  no  accounting  for  this  ftretch  of 
power  were  it  not  for  a  principle  at  that  time  generally 
received,  and  which  upon  a  queftion  was  determined  lome 
years  after  by  the  general  court,  lome  of  the  members 


*  The  others  were  William  Pynchon,  Efq;  John  Steele,  William 
Swaine,  Henry  Smith,  William  Phelpes,  William  Wellwood,  and 
Andrew  Warner. 

Mr.  Ludlow,  in  a  letter  from  Hartford,  ift  of  the  8th  Month,  1638, 
to  the  Maffachufets  general  court,  obferves  they  had  defired  that  Con¬ 
necticut  would  forbear  exercifing  jurifdiCtion  at  Agawam. 

G  a.  diffentin 
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1641  diflenting,  that  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  commonwealth 

was  binding  even  though  the  perfon  fhould  no  longer 
refide  within  the  limits.  & 

Notwithstanding  this  commiffion,  they  foon  after 
entered  into  an  agreement  or  combination,  by  virtue  of 
which  they  called  themfelves  a  body  politick  formed  and 
eftablifhed  by  mutual  confent,  and  framed  fuch  laws  and 
conftitutions  as  they  thought  neceiTary  ;  the  moft  material 
point  in  which  .they  differed  from  the  Maffachulets,  was 
the  dol  making  memberfhip  of  their  churches  neceffary  to 
freedom  in  the  civil  government  or  to  the  holding  any 
offices  tnerein.  Upon  the  petition  of  Mr.  Pynchon  and 
others  to  the  court  to  receive  them  again,  an  order  palled 
afferting  the  court’s  right,  and  a  commiffion  was  granted 
to  Mr.  Pynchon  to  hold  courts  thereof,  from  whole  judg¬ 
ments  an  appeal  lay  to  the  court  of  affiftants 

The 

4  MafT.  Records. 

*  George  Fenwick,  Efq;  a  worthy  pious  gentleman  and  of  a  gocd 
family  and  ertate,  came  from  England  with  deiign  to  take  polfellion 
of  the  lands  upon  Connecticut  river  for  the  Lords  Say  and  Brook, 
&c.  I  he  lands  between  Connecticut  river  and  the  Naraganfet  coun- 
try,  llxty  miles  in  length  and  breadth,  were  affigned  by  the  council 
ofPiimouth,  in  1635',  to  the  Marquifs  of  Hamilton.  The  Lords  Say, 
c^c.  had  a.  patent  from  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  including  all  that  part  of 
New-England  in  America  from  Naraganfet  river  forty  leagues  upon  a 
ihait  line  near  the  fea  fhore  towards  the  fouthwefl,  well  and  by  fouth 
01  welt,  as  the  coall  lies  towards  Virginia,  and  all  lands  within  the 
breadth  aforefaid,  from  the  vvdlern  ocean  to  the  fouth  fea,  fo  that 
tlie  tvV°  Sranrs  or  claims  interfered.  The  Connecticut  people  pur» 
chafed  the  title  of  the  Lords,  of  Mr.  Fenwick,  December  5,  1644. 
i  he  thoughts  of  removing  were  then  at  an  end,  and  Fenwick  joined 
with  the  colony  and  was  chofen  an  affillant.  The  colony  went  on 
exeicifing  the  powers  of  government  until  the  relloraticn,  when 
they  applied,  by  Mr.  Winthrop  their  agent,  to  King  Charles  II.  in 
i66t,  for  a  charter,  which  was  granted  in  1662,  with  as  ample  pri¬ 
vileges  as  they  could  defire.  Mr.  Winthrop  had  been  many  years 
an  affillant  in  the  Maffachufets.  He  was  fenfible  of  the  defeCts 
in  the  charter  ;  and  belides,  this  colony  being  in  America  at  the 
time  of  granting  the  charter,  the  powers  granted  them  would  na¬ 
turally  be  better  adapted  to  their  circumllances.  Mr.  Winthrop,  it 
is  faid,  prelented  the  King  with  a  ring  which  had  been  given  by 
Charles  the  hill  to  his  grandfather,  and  that  the  Kmg  was  mucn 
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The  fettlers  at  Pifcataqna,  about  the  fame  time,  fub-  1641 
tnitted  themfelves  to  the  Maflachufets  government.  The 
fubmiflion  and  agreement  upon  record  is  as  follows : 

“  The  14th  of  the  4th  month,  164^ 
cc  Whereas  fome  Lords,  Knights,  Gentlemen  and 
Ci  others  did  purchafe,  of  Mr.  Edward  Hilton  and  fome 
“  merchants  of  Briftol,  two  patents,  the  one  called  We- 
“  cohametor  Hilton’s  point,  commonly  called  or  known 
“  by  the  name  of  Dover  or  Northam,  the  other  patent 
u  fet  forth  by  the  name  of  the  fouth  part  of  the  river 
<c  Pafcataquack,  beginning  at  the  lea  fide  or  near  there- 
<c  abouts,  and  coming  round  the  faid  land  by  the  river 
u  fide  unto  the  fall's  of  Quamfcor,  as  may  more  fully  ap- 
“  pear  by  the  faid  grant.  And  whereas  others  alfo,  re- 
66  fiding  at  prefenc  within  the  limits  of  both  the  faid 

pleafed  with  it.  When  they  were  finding  fault  with  the  Maffachufets, 
they  notwithftanding  eflablifhed  another  government,  much  of  the 
fame  form  and  the  fame  fort  of  people.  Rhode-Ifland  about  the  fame 
time  obtained  the  like  charter.  Certain  powers,  affumed  by  the 
Maffachufets,  rot  mentioned  in  their  charter,  by  thefe  new  charters 
are  exprefly  granted  to  the  two  colonies.  Had  thefe  applications  been 
delayed  two  or  three  years  longer  they  would  hardly  have  fucceeded. 
Plimouth,  which  had  as  much  reafon  to  expeft  fuch  a  favour,  never 
could  obtain  it.  They  kept  folliciting,  one  time  after  another,  and 
were  amufed  with  general  promifes  of  favour  until  they  wore  compre¬ 
hended  in  a  commiffion  to  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  which  put  an  end  to 
their  expeditions. — Mr.  afterwards  Colonel  Fenwick,  above-men¬ 
tioned,  by  his  1  all  will,  proved  in  Suffex  in  England,  April  27,  1657, 
gave  five  hundred  pounds  to  the  public  ufe  of  the  country  of  New- 
England,  if  his  loving  friend  Mr.  Edward  Hopkins  fhould  think  fit, 
and  to  be  employed  as  he  fhould  order  and  dired.  Mr.  Hopkins  died 
a  day  or  two  before  Colonel  Fenwick,  and  by  his  will  left  at  lead 
2000 1.  to  be  employed  for  breeding  youth  at  the  grammar  fchool  and 
univerfity  in  New-England.  The  quedion  was,  whether  the  500  I. 
mentioned  in  Mr.  Fenwick’s  will,  be  not  recoverable  from  the  exe¬ 
cutrix  of  the  faid  will.  This  was  propofed  to  Serjeant  Maynard.  Anf. 

T  he  difpofition  to  the  charitable  ufe  being  with  condition  of  Mr.  Hop¬ 
kins’s  approvement,  and  Mr.  Hopkins  dying  before  the  teftato  r,  is 
lmpoffiDje,  and  the  charitable  ufe  becomes  ablolute  and  ought  now  to 
be  performed.  John  Maynard.  I  never  heard  that  any  part  of  this 
legacy  was  recovered.  Mr.  Flopkins’s,  or  part  of  it,  was  decreed  by 
Lord  Chancellor  Cowper,  as  we  have  before  obferved,  and  the  col¬ 
lege  eftate  in  Hopkinton  was  purchafed  therewith.  MS.  letten. 
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1641  giants,  have,  of  late  and  formerly,  complained  of  the 
“  want  °f  fome  good  government  amongft  them,  and 
“  dcfired  fome  help  in  this  particular  from  the  juril'diction 
of  the  Maffachufets  bay,  whereby  they  may  be  ruled 
“  and  ordered  according  unto  God  both  in  church  and 
“  common  weal  ;  and  for  avoiding  of  fuch  unfufferable 
“  diforders  whereby  God  hath  been  much  difhonoured 
“  amongft  them,  thefe  gentlemen  whofe  names  are  here 
“  fpecified,  George  Willys,  gent.  Robert  Saltonftall, 
“  gent.  William  Whiting,  Edward  Holioke,  Thomas 
“  Makepeace,  partners  in  the  laid  patent,  do,  in  the  be- 
“  half  pf  the  reft  of  the  patentees,  difpofe  of  the  lands 
“  and  jurifdiftion  of  the'premifes  as  followeth ;  being 
“  willing  to  further  fuch  a  good  work,  have  hereby,  for 
themfelves  and  in  che  name  of  the  reft  of  the  patentees, 
“  given  up  and  let  over  all  that  power  or  jurifdidtion  of 
“  government  of  the  faid  people  dwelling  or  abiding 
“  within  the  limits  of  both  the  faid  patents  unto  the  00- 
“  vernment  of  the  Maffachufets  bay,  by  them  to°be 
“  ruled  and  ordered  in  all  caufes  criminal"  and  civil,  as 
“  inhabitants  dwelling  within  the  limits  of  Maffachufets 
“  government,  and  to  be  fubject  to  pay  in  church  and 
“  commonwealth  as  the  faid  inhabitants  of  Maffachufets 
“  Bay  do,  and  no  other  •,  and  the  freemen  of  the  faid  two 
“  patents  to  enjoy  the  like  liberties  as  other  freemen  do 
“  within  the  faid  Maffachufets  government ;  and  that 
“  there  lhall  be  a  court  of  juftice  kept  within  one  of  the 
f‘  two  patents,  which  ftiall  have  the  fame  power  that  the 
“  courts  at  Salem  and  Ipfwich  have.  Provided  always, 
“  and  it  is  hereby  declared,  that  one  of  the  faid  patents, 
“  that  is  to  fay,  that  on  the  fouth  fide -of  the  river  Pifca- 
es  taquack,  and  in  the  other  patent  one  third  part  of  the 
‘‘  land  with  all  improved  land  in  the  faid  patent  to  the 
“  Lords  and  gentlemen  and  owners  lhall  be  and  remain, 
“  unto  them  their  heirs  and  affigns  forever,  as  their  proper 
right,  as  having  true  intereft  therein,  having  the  inte- 
“  reft  of  jurifdiiftion  to  the  Maffachufets.  And  the  faid 
“  patent  of  Wecohamet  fhall  bedivided,  as  formerly  is  ex- 
preffed,  by  indifferent  men,  equally  chofen  on  both  fides, 

“  whereby 
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tc  whereby  the  plantation  may  be  furthered  and  all  occafion  1641 
66  of  difference  avoided.  And  this  honoured  court  of  the 
“  Maffachufets  doth  hereby  promife  to  be  helpful  to  the 
s<  maintenance  of  the  right  of  the  faid  patentees  in  both  the 
“  patents  all  legal  courles  in  any  part  of  their  jurifdidtion. 

Subfcribed  by  the  aforenamed  gentlemen,  in  the  pre- 
“  fence  of  the  general  court  afiembled,  the  day  afore- 
6C  written 

The  river  of  Newichewannock,  or  Pifcataqua,  is  faid  to 
have  been  fir  ft  difcovered  by  Capt.  Smith  or  iome  employ¬ 
ed  by  him  in  1614  or  1 615.  De  Monts,  ten  years  before, 
had  been  at  Kennebeck  and  Saco,  and  fome  leagues  further 
weftward  along  fhore  *  but  ftruck  over  from  1'ome  part  of 
Welles,  by  the  defcription  he  gives  of  the  coaft,  to  Cape 
Ann,  which  he  calls  Cape  Louis,  and  from  thence  to  Cape 
Blanc,  which  muft  be  Cape  Cod.  In  the  year  1623,  feve- 
ral  gentlemen,  merchants  and  others  in  the  weft  of  Eng¬ 
land,  belonging  to  Briftol,  Exeter,  Dorchefter,  Shrews¬ 
bury,  Plimouth,  &c.  having  obtained  patents  from  the 
council  of  PI;  mouth  for  feveral  parts  of  New-England,  and 
being  encouraged  by  the  p’antation  of  New-Plimouch,  and 
the  reports  of  fifhermen  who  had  made  voyages  upon  the 
coaft,  projedled  and  attempted  a  fifhery  about  Pifcataqua, 
and  fent  over  David  Thompfon,  together  with  Edward 
Hilton  and  William  Hilton,  who  had  been  fiflimongers  in 
London,  and  fome  others,  with  all  neceflfaries  for  their  pur- 
pofe.  The  HiltGns  fet  up  their  ftages  lbme  diftance  above 
the  mouth  of  the  river,  at  a  place  fince  called  Dover.  Some 
others  of  the  company,  about  the  fame  time,  feized  on  a 
place  below  at  the  mouth  of  the  river,  called  Little  Plar- 
bour,  where  they  built  the  fir  ft  houfe.  Sir  Ferdinando 
Gorges  and  Capt.  John  Mafon  were  of  this  company,  and 
the  place  where  this  houfe  was  built  with  three  or  four 
thoufand  acres  of  land  for  a  manor  or  lord  (Flip,  by  con- 
fen  t  of  the  reft  of  the  undertakers,  was  afiigned  to  Capt. 
Mafon,  and  the  houfe  took  the  name  of  Mafon-hall  J“. 

*  Maff.  Records. 

+  The  Chimney  and  part  of  the  Hone  wall  were  (landing  in  the  year 
?68o.  Huhlard > 

These 


1641  T  hese  fettlemenfs  went  on  very  (lowly  for  feven  years 
auer*,  and  in  1631,  when  Edward  Colcotc  *  firfl:  came 
over,  there  were  but  three  houfes  in  all  that  fide  of  the 
country  adjoining  to  Pifcataqua  river.  There  had  been 
iome  expence  befides  about  fait  works.  The  affairs  of 
the  great  council  of  Flimouth,  from  firfl  to  lad,  were 
carried  on  in  a  confufed  manner.  There  have  been  fix 
or  feven  feveral  grants  of  the  lands  between  Merrimack 
and  Kennebeck.  Whether  any  of  them,  befides  thofe  to 
Gorges  and  the  Maffachufets,  are  at  this  day  of  any  va¬ 
lidity  I  will  not  determine  In  1629,  Gorges  and  Ma- 
fon  are  faid  to  have  taken  a  patent  together  for  all  the 
lands  between  the  two  rivers ;  and  by  mutual  agreement, 
and  by  a  diftindt  patent,  all  the  lands  from  Pifcataqua  to 
Merrimack  were  afiigned  to  Mafon  j\  Gorges  feems  to 
have  laid  no  great  ft  refs  upon  his  title,  for  in  1639, 
obtained  a  patent  under  the  great  feal  from  King  Charles 
the  firfl.  The  Lord  Say  and  Brooke,  who  were  very  ge¬ 
neral  adventurers,  they  purchafed  the  Briflol  men’s  fhare, 
which  was  two  thirds  of  the  firfl  company’s  intereft. 
Some  perfons  of  Shrewfbury  held  the  other  third.  Capt. 
w  iggan  was  made  the  agent  for  the  Shrewfbury  men. 
In  the  year  1630,  Captain  Neale,  with  three  others, 
came  over  to  Pifcataqua  to  fuperintend  the  affairs  of  Sir 
Ferdinando  Gorges,  Mafon,  and  the  reft,  but  principally 
to  difeover  a  new  country,  to  which  they  gave  the  name 
of  Laconia,  and  which  in  Gorges’s  hiftory  is  very  pom- 
poufly  deferibed.  Champlain,  many  years  before  this, 
had  given  his  own  name  to  Lake  Iroquois,  and  the  Eng- 
1  ifh,  it  may  be,  were  informed  by  the  Indians  fomething 
of  the  geography  of  the  country,  and  of  other  lakes  on 
the  back  of  New-England,  and  no  doubt  the  rumour 
was  .carried  over  to  England.  Neale  fpent  three  years  in 
fearching  out  his  new  country,  but  could  not  find  it  and 
fo  returned.  Nothing  elfe  memorable  is  mentioned  of 


*  He  was  afterwards  chofe,  by  fome  of  the  planters  about  Dover, 
their  head  or  governor.  Hubbard, 

f  Benigh ton’s  patent,  upon  Saco  river,  was  early,  and  divers  perfons 
hold  under  it.  %  Hubbard, 


Neale, 
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Neale,  except  that  he  forbad  Wiggan  fettling  a  point  of  164 
land  betwixt  Dover  and  Exeter.  Wiggan  went  on,  and 
determined  to  defend  his  right  by  the  iwoid.  I  he  other 
threatned  as  high,  and  from  what  might  have  happened, 
the  difputed  land  took  the  name  of  Bloody  r  oint,  wnich 
it  retains  to  this  day.  The  Lords  Say  and  Brooke  a.le, 
made  Wiggan  their  agent  for  the  term  of  feven  yea>s  *, 
during  which  time  the  intereft  was  not  gteatly  advanced, 
the  whole  being  fold  to  him,  at  the  expiiation  of  the 

term,  for  fix  hundred  pounds. 

Soon  after  the  year  1631,  one  Mr.  Williams  came 
over  from  England,  fent  alio  by  Gorges  and  Mafon  to 
take  care  of  their  falt-works.  Mr.  Chadburne  *,  with 
feveral  other  planters  and  traders,  came  over  with  him. 
Thefe  began  the  fettlement  of  Strawberry  bank  (Portf- 
mouth)  and  after  Neale  went  away  they  are  fuppofed  either 
to  have  entered  into  an  agreement  and  to  have  chofen 
Williams  for  their  governor,  who  is  faid  to  have  been  a 
difcreet  fenfible  man  and  a  gentleman,  or  elfe  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  company  in  England.  There  was  a  grant 
of  a  fum  of  money  for  building  a  parfonage  houfe  and  a 
chapel,  and  for  a  glebe  of  50  acres  of  land  to  be  annexed, 
made  by  the  inhabitants  of  Strawberry  bank  to  Thomas 
Walford  and  Henry  Sherburn,  church  wardens,  and 
their  fucceffors,  &c.  and  this  was  figned  by  Francis  Wil¬ 
liams  governor,  Ambrofe  Gibbons  afTiftant,  and  iS  in¬ 
habitants,  dated  May  25,  1640.  Williams  loon  alter 
removed  to  Barbados.  The  firft  who  enterprized  the 
fettlement  of  Pifcataqua  had  fome  religious  as  well  as 
civil  views,  and  a  puritan  minifter  Mr.  Leveridge,  a 
worthy  man,  came  over  with  Capt.  Wiggan  in  1633, 
not  being  fupported  he  removed  to  the  fou th ward  and 
was  fucceeded  by  Mr.  Burdet,  who  has  not  left  lb  good 
a  charafter.  Not  contented  with  his  facred  function,  he 
invaded  the  civil  government,  and  thruft  out  Capt.  Wig¬ 
gan,  and  affumed  the  place  of  governor  himfelr. 

*  Mr.  Chadburne  had  the  direction  of  the  artificers  who  built  what 
was  called  the  great  houfe  at  Strawberry  bank.  His  poflerity  are 
fettled  on  the  other  fide  the  river  in  the  province  of  Main. 
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!f54t  In  the  mean  time,  the  Lords,  and  others  concerned 
hid  prevailed  upon  feveral  perfons  of  good  eftates  and 

*"*  °f  "Hgion,  to  .„n?pla„.  thSefv" S 

and  famthcs  to  Pifcataqua,  fo  as  to  be  able  to  make  inha- 
J1  ts  enougn  for  a  confiderable  townfhip  •,  and  havinc 
no  charter  commiffion  or  power  of  government  from  the 
crown,  they  were  under  ncceffity  of  entring  into  a  com¬ 
bination  or  agreement  among  themfelves,  which  was  in 
the  roll  owing  form  : 

w hereas  fundry  mifehiefs  and  inconveniencies  have 
betatlen  us,  and  more  and  greater  may,  in  regard  of  want 
o!  civ, i  government,  his  gracious  Majefty  having  fettled  no 
ordei  for  us  to  our  knowledge,  we  whole  names  are  under 
written,  being  inhabitants  upon  the  river  Pifcataqua,  have 
voluntarily  agreed  to  combine  ourfelves  into  a  body  poli- 

Uf VchiS  Wnm,a}[  the  mor5  comfortably  enjoy  the  benefit 
f  his  Majefty  s  laws  ;  and  do  hereby  actually  engage  our- 

felves  to  fubmit  to  his  royal  Majefty’s  laws,  together  with 
J!  fuch  laws  .as  ftiall  be  concluded  by  a  major  part  of  the 
freemen  of  our  fociety,  in  cafe  they  be  not  repugnant  to 
die  .aws  of  England,  and  adminiftred  in  behalf  of  his 
Majefty.  And  this  we  have  mutually  promifed  and  en¬ 
gaged  to  do,  and  fo  to  continue  till  his  excellent  Maiefty 
lhaJi  give  other  orders  concerning  us.  In  witnefs  whereof 
we  have  hereunto  fet  our  hands  Oftob.  22.  in  the  16th 
year  of  the  reign  of  our  fovereign  Lord  Charles,  by  the 

grace  of  God,  King  of  Great-Britain,  France  and  Ire¬ 
land,  defender  of  the  faith,  &c.” 

Signed  by  Thomas  Larkham,  Richard  Waldron, 
William  Waldron,  with  thirty  eight  more. 

.  Abou;  thc  i:,me  ^me,  vjz.  in  1638,  Mr.  Wheelwright, 
the  minifter  who  had  been  banilhed  from  the  Maftachu- 
lets,  with  a  number  of  perfons  who  adhered  to  him,  be  min 
plantation  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  great  bay  up  Pifcata¬ 
qua  river,  to  which  they  gave  the  name  of  Exeter.  They 
thought  it  neceHiry  likewife  to  form  themfelves  into  a 
fo,.y  politic,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  the  af- 
faus  of  their  plantation,  iheinftrument  which  they  de¬ 
termined  upon,  was  of  the  following  form  : 

*  “  Whereas 
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“  Whereas  it  hath  pleafed  the  Lord  to  move  the  1641 
heart  of  our  dread  Sovereign  Charles,  &c.  to  grant  licence 
and  liberty  to  fundry  of  his  fubjefts  to  plant  themfelves  in 
the  weftern  parts  of  America:  We  his  loyal  fubjefts, 
members  of  the  church  of  Exeter,  fituate  and  lying  upon 
the  river  Pifcataqua,  with  other  inhabitants  there,  con- 
fidering  with  ourfelves  the  holy  will  of  God  and  our  own 
neceffity,  that  we  fhould  not  live  without  wholfome  laws 
and  civil  government  amongft  us,  of  which  we  are  altoge- 
ther  deftitute,  do,  in  the  name  of  Chrift  and  in  the  fight 
of  God,  combine  ourfelves  together  to  eredt  and  let  up 
among  us  fuch  government  as  fhall  be,  to  our  beft  difcern- 
ing,  agreeable  to  the  will  of  God;  profeffing  ourfelves 
fubjedt  to  our  Sovereign  Lord  King  Charles,  according  to 
the  liberty  of  the  Englifh  colony  of  the  Maffachufets,  and 
bindingourfelves  folemnly,  by  the  graceand  help  of  Chrift 
and  in  his  name  and  fear,  to  fubmit  ourfelves  to  all  fuch 
chriftian  laws  as  are  efhrblifhed  in  the  realm  of  England, 
to  our  belt  knowledge,  and  to  all  other  fuch  laws  which 
fnal!  upon  good  grounds  be  made  2nd  enadted  among  us 
according  to  God,  that  we  may  live  quietly  and  peaceably 
together  in  all  godlinefs  and  honefty.  Odtober  4,  1639, 

John  Wheelwright,  William  Wentworth,  George  Wal¬ 
ton,”  with  32  more.  Captain  Underhill,  an  enthufiaft 
who  obtained  his  affurance,  as  he  expreffed  himfelf  before 
the  church  of  Bofton,  while  he  was  taking  a  pipe  of  the 
good  creature  tobacco*,  and  who  was  at  the  fame  time 
a  very  immoral  man,  and  for  adultery  had  been  excom¬ 
municated,  joined  Mr.  Wheelwright’s  company,  and 
played  his  card  fo  well,  that  he  obtained  the  place  of  go¬ 
vernor  over  them,  and  alfo  over  the  other  company  at  Do¬ 
ver,  they  having  quarrelled  with  Mr.  Burdet  the  minifter, 
who  removed  to  York.  There  was  a  ftrong  party  againlt 
Underhill,  which  caufed  great  difturbance  and  confufion. 

At  the  fame  time  they  were  as  much  divided  in  their  ec- 
clefiaftical  affairs.  They  at  Dover  had  one  Mr.  Knolles  1 
for  their  minifter,  but  Mr.  Larkham  arriving  there  from 
Northam  near  Barnftable  in  England,  many  people  were 

*  Hubbard \  &c. 

taken 


•/ 
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i641  hisparrjftn iHmKanf-  dete™inked  t0  difmifs  Knolles;  but 
„  party  ft«od  by  him,  and  he  and  his  company  excom- 

S?  x£kl,amft He  in  rrn  kid 

•IV nolle s.  The  magiftrates  took  part,  fome  on  one  fide 
and  fome  on  the  other ,  but  Larkham's  party,  bei^ 
weakeft,  fent  to  Williams  the  governor  below  for  affiff 
ance  who  came  up  with  a  company  of  armed  men,  befet 

°lles  s  houfe,  where  Underhill  the  governor  then  was, 
c„ikd  him  to  account,  fet  a  fine  upon  him  and  fome  others 

"  no  haclbeen  concerned  in  the  riot,  and  obliged  them  to* 
remove  from  the  plantation.  Knolles  was  a  rfgid  antino- 
mian ;  his  pradhce  was  agreeable  to  his  principles.  He  was 
charged  with  being  too  familiar  with  fome  of  his  female 
domeuicks,  and  found  it  neceffary  to  depart.  Larkham, 
a  zealous  cnurchman,  foon  followed  him  for  an  offence  of 
tne  fame  nature  *  Thus  we  fee  three  diftinft  colonies  and 
independent  governments  formed  upon  Pifcataqua  river. 

During  theie  tranfaftions,  the  Maffachufets  people 
were  enquiring  into  the  bounds  of  their  patent.  In  1 620 
tney  fent  perions  to  find  out  the  northermoft  part  of 
Merrimack  river.  A  line  to  run  eaft,  from  three  miles 
north  of  the  head  of  the  river,  will  take  in  the  whole  of 
jNew-Hampfh.ref.  They  determined  therefore  that  it 
came  vyithin  their  jurifdi&ion,  and  from  that  time  they 
allowed  plantations  to  be  fettled,  particularly  at  Hampton, 
as  readily  as  in  any  other  part  of  the  colony,  and  exer- 
cned  jurildidlion  over  them  ;  but  they  left  thofe  upon  the 
river  to  their  liberty  ;  and  it  was  their  inability  to  pre- 
ierve  order  among  themfelves  which  occafioned  the  ap¬ 
plication  and  lubmiffion  which  has  already  been  men¬ 
tioned.  At  their  feffion  in  Odlober  the  court  paffed  the 
following  order :  1 

I  have  taken  the  principal  fads,  relative  to  the  fettlement  of  Pif.  ' 
cataqua,  rom  Hubbaids  and  other  original  antient  manuferipts. 

I  ic  bounds  in  the  charter  being  three  miles  fouth  of  Charles  ri¬ 
ver  and  all  and  every  part  thereof,  and  three  miles  north  of  Merri- 
mack  and  all  and  every  part  thereof,  and  all  lands  within  the  limits 
.1  Orel  in!  in  latitude  and  breadth,  and  in  length  and  longitude,  See. 

mey  luppofed  they  had  a  right  to  ftreich  their  line  eaft  ftom  the  head 
or  iVierrimack  to  the  ocean. 

“  Whereas 
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<c  Whereas  it  appeareth  that,  by  the  extent  of  the  164s 
line  according  to  our  patent,  the  river  of  Pifcaraquack 
is  within  the  jurifdi&ion  of  the  Maffachufets,  and  con- 

4/ 

ference  being  had  at  feveral  times  with  the  faicl  people 
and  fotne  deputed  by  the  general  court  for  the  fettling 
and  eftablifhing  of  order  in  the  adminiftration  of  juf- 
tice  there;  it  is  now  ordered  by  the  general  court, 
holden  at  BoPcon  this  9th  clay  of  the  8-th  month  1641, 
and  with  the  confent  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Paid  ri¬ 
ver,  as  followeth.  Imprimis,  That  from  henceforth 
the  faid  people,  inhabiting  there,  are  and  fhall  be  ac¬ 
cepted  and  reputed  under  the  government  of  the  Maf¬ 
fachufets,  as  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants  within  the  Paid 
juriPdidion  are.  Alfo,  that  they  fhall  have  the  fame 
order  and  way  of  adminiftration  ofjuftice,  and  way  of 
keeping  courts  as  is  eftahiifhed  at  Ipfwich  and  Salem  *. 

Alio  they  fhall  be  exempted  from  all  publick  charges, 
other  than  thofe  that  fhall  arife  for  or  from  among 
themfelves,  or  from  any  aftion  or  courPe  that  may  be 
taken  to  procure  their  own  good  or  benefit.  Alfo 
they  fhall  enjoy  all  fuch  lawful  liberties  of  Lifting,  plant¬ 
ing  and  felling  timber,  as  formerly  they  have  enjoyed 
in  die  fame  river.  Mr.  Simon  Broadftreet,  Mr.  Ifrael 
Stoughton,  Mr.  Samuel  Simonds,  Mr.  William  Tyng, 

Mr.  Francis  Williams,  and  Mr.  Edward  ITilton,  or 
any  four  of  them,  whereof  Mr.  Broadftreet,  or  Mr. 
Stoughton  to  be  one,  thele  fhall  have  the  fame  power 
that  the  quarter  courts  at  Salem  and  Ipfwich  have; 

Alfo,  the  inhabitants  there  are  allowed  to  fend  two  de¬ 
puties  from  the  whole  river  to  the  court  a i  Bofton. 

Alfo  Mr.  Broadftreet,  Mk  Stoughton,  and  the  reft  of 
the  commiffioners,  fhall  have  p^ver  at  the  court  ac 
Pilcataquaek  to  appoint  two  or  ihree  to  join  with  Mr.  * 
Williams  and  Mr.  ITibon  to  govern  the  people  as  the 
magi  [{rates  do  here,  till  the  next  general  court,  or  till 
the  court  take  further  order.  It  is  further  ordered,* 
that  until  our  commiffioners  fhall  arrive  at  Pilcata¬ 
quack,  thofe  men  who  already  have  authority,  by  the 
Fam  of  the*  Mailachufets  neareit  to  Pifccita(j\ia, 

M  law 
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“  late  combination,  to  govern  the  people  there,  fhall 
continue  in  the  fame  authority  and  power,  to  be  de¬ 
termined  at  the  coming  of  the  faid  commiffioners,  and 
not  before.”  Although  nothing  is  faid  of  Strawberry- 
ban  ic  in  the  lubmiffion,  yet  all  the  fettlements  feem  to 
have  concurred,  and  Williams,  the  governor  below,  was 
made  one  of  the  magiftrates. 

I  he  Maflachufets,  by  thus  extending  its  wing  over 
the  inhabitants  of  New-Hampfhire,  nourifhed  and  che- 
ri fhed  them  for  near  40  years  ;  and  to  this  m u ft  be  attri¬ 
buted  the  growth  and  the  prefent  fiourifiiing  date  of  that 
colony.  .  The  principal  inhabitants,  when  the  benefit  was 
recent,  in  1680,  made  a  public  and  grateful  acknow¬ 
ledgment  of  it.  Upon  this  conftrudtion  of  the  charter, 
the  whole  province  of  Main  is  taken  into  the  Maffachu- 
fets  as  well  as  New-Hampfhire  *,  but  no  application  being 
made  by  the  people  there,  nothing  was  done  concerning 
them.  Mr.  Wheelwright  and  others,  who  had  been  ba^ 
nifhed  from  the  Maflachufets,  foon  after  removed  to  the 
province  of  Main  from  New-Hampfhire. 

Mr.  Winthrop  was  elected  governor  in  1642,  and 
Mr.  Endicot  deputy  governor,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Flint* 
added  to  the  afliftants,  together  with  Mr.  Pynchon,  who, 
upon  his  removal  to  Springfield,  had  been  left  out  whilft 
the  jurjfdiftion  was  doubtful. 

The  college  at  Cambridge  was  this  year  put  upon  a 
more  refpectable  footing  than  it  had  been.  The  gover¬ 
nor,  deputy  governor  and  magiftrates,  and  the  minifters 
of  the  fix  next  adjacent  towns,  with  the  prefident,  were 
made  a  corporation  for  ordering  and  managing  the  affairs 
of  the  college,  and  nine  young  gentlemen  f,  at  a  public 

com- 

Mr.  Flint  was  a  gentleman  of  a  fair  eftate  in  England,  which  he 
laid  out  in  forwarding  the  plantation,  arriving  in  New  England  about 
the  year  1635.  Jobnfon.  A  large  tradl  of  land,  which  he  owned  in 
Concord,  Fill  retains  the  name  of  Flint’s  farm. 

f  M  dt  of  them  foon  after  went  over  to  England,  and  before  1651 
(as  appears  by  a  letter  from  Mr.  Samuel  Mather,  who  received  a  de¬ 
gree  the  next  year,  and  was  a  celebrated  preacher  in  Dublin)  made 
fome  figure  there.  Benjamin  Woodbridge,  the  firft-borh  of  Harvard- 
>  College, 
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commencement  this  year,  received  the  degree  of  bitche-  1642 
lor  of  arts.  The  Thefis,  with  a  particular  account  of 
the  whole  proceeding,  was  publifhed  in  England.  I  know 
of  but  two  copies  extant,  and  as  my  chief  defign  is  to 
preferve  from  oblivion  every  tranfadlion,  which  pofterity 
may  think  of  any  importance,  I  fhall  give  it  a  place  in 
the  appendix. 

There 

College,  was  fuccelTor  to  Doctor  Twifie  at  Newberry  ;  and  though 
inclined  to  prefbyterianifm,  to  ufe  Mr.  Mather’s  words,  not  malig¬ 
nantly  affe&ed.  George  Downing  went  into  the  army,  and  was  fcout- 
mafter  general  of  the  Englifh  army  in  Scotland.  He  was  afterwards  in 
great  favour  with  Cromwell,  who  fent  him  ambahador  to  the  otates, 

•and  upon  the  reiteration  he  turned  with  the  times,  and  was  fent  or  kept 
by  the  King  in  the  fame  employ,  had  the  merit  of  betraying,  fecuring 
and  fending  over  feveral  of  the  regicides  (he  had  been  captain  under 
one  of  them,  Col.  Okey)  was  knighted  and  in  favour  at  court,  and  died 
in  1684.  His  chara&er  runs  low  with  the  hell  hillorians  in  England  ; 
it  was  much  lower  with  his  countrymen  in  New-England  ;  and  it  be¬ 
came  a  proverbial  exprefilon,  to  fay  of  a  falfe  man  who  betrayed  his 
'  truil,  that  he  was  an  arrant  George  Downing.  Oliver  Cromwell,  when 
he  fent  him  agent  or  ambalfador  to  the  States,  in  his  letter  of  credence 
fays,  “  George  Downing  is  a  perfon  of  eminent  quality,  and  after  a 
long  trial  of  his  fidelity,  probity  and  diligence  in  feveral  a,nd  various 
negotiations,  well  approved  and  valued  by  us.  Him  we  have  thought: 
fitting  to  fend  to  your  Lordfhips,  dignified  with  the  charafler  of  our 
agent,”  See.  (Milton’s  letters.)  In  his  latter  days  he  is  faid  to  have  been 
verv  friendly  to  New-England,*  and  when  the  colony  was  upon  the 
worlt  terms  with  King  Charles  the  fecond.  An  article  of  news  from 
England,  in  1671,  fays,  “  Sir  George  Downing  is  in  the  Tower,  it  is 
faid  becaufe  he  returned  from  Holland,  where  he  was  fent  ambalfador, 
before  his  time:  As  it  is  reported,  he  had  no  fmall  abufe  offered  him 
there.  They  printed  the  fermons  he  preached  in  Oliver’s  time  and  drew 
three  pictures  of  him.  1.  Preaching  in  a  tub,  over  it  was  wrote,  This  l 
<was .  2.  A  treacherous  courtier,  over  it,  This  I  a?n%  3.  Hanging  on  a 
gibbet,  and  over  it,  This  I  fhall  be .”  Prints  of  that  fort  were  not  fo 
common  in  England  in  that  day  as  they  have  been  the  lull  twenty 
years. 

“  Downing  was  fent  to  make  up  the  quarrel  with  the  Dutch,  but 
coming  home  in  too  great  hade  and  fear,  is  now  in  the  priion  where 
his  mailer  lay  that  he  betrayed.”  MS.  letter  lond.  March  4,  671-2. 

By  his  mailer,  no  doubt  Okey  is  intended.  Ilis  fon  was  one  of  the 
Tellers  in  the  Exchequer  in  1680.  Sir  George  died  in  1684.  He 
was  brother-in-law  togovernor  Braddreet,  and  kept  up  acorreipondcnce 
with  him. 

H  2  John 
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1042  There  was  a  general  defign  this  year,  among  the  In- 
dmns>  againft  the  Enghfli*.  Miantinomo,  the  faehem 
of  the  Naraganfets,  was  fuppofcd  to  be  the  author  and 
chief  promoter,  and  to  have  drawn  many  other  fachems 
to  join  with  him.  The  Indians  began  to  make  ufe  of 
fiie-arms,  and  had  procured  a  great  number,  together 
with  powder  and  (hot,  from  Englifh  traders  in  the  eaftern 
parts,  as  well  as  from  the  Dutch.  A  conftant  watch 
was  ordered  to  be  kept  from  fun-fet  to  fun-rifing,  and  a 

t  to  provide  d,  in  each  plantation,  for 
the  women  and  children  and  for  the  fecunty  of  ammu- 

John  Bulkley  (ion  of  Peter  Bulkley,  minifier  of  Concord,  who  was 
cf  a  very  reputable  family,  and  had  been  efteemed  for  his  learning 
and  piety  in  England)  was  a  fettled  minifier  atFordham  in  Efiex,  and 
ahz?  his  eje&ment,  in  1662,  pratfifed  phyfic  in  London. 

Henry  Salteriftall,  who  I  fuppofe  was  a  grandfon  of  Sir  Richard  Sal- 
tonbll,  was  a  dodtor  of  phyfic  and  a  feilovv  of  New  college. Oxford, 

Nathanael  Brewfier  was  a  fettled  minifier  in  Norfolk,  and  of  good 
report.  & 

Samuel  Bellingham  received  the  degree  of  do&or  of  phyfic  at  Ley¬ 
den.  Two  others  of  the  clafs,  William  Hubbard  and' John  Wilfon, 
were  minifiers  fettled  in  New  England  and  in  high  efieem  there.  Seve- 
uccee  iin&  clafles  went  over  to  England  foon  after  their 
taking  their  Batchelors  degree.  John  Allen,  whole  friends  lived  in 
Suffolk.  William  Ames,  who  was  fon  of  doftor  Ames,  fettled  at  Wren- 
tham.  Jeremiah  Holland,  who  fid  fettled  near  London,  but  foon 
after  removed  into  Northamptonihire,  where  he  had  a  living  of  between 
two  and  three  hundred  pounds  a  year.  Jacob  Ward,  who  had  a  fel~ 
lowfhip  in  Maudlin  college  Oxford.  John  Birden  and  Abraham  Wai¬ 
ver,  who  were  ooth  preachers  in  the  counties  where  their  friends  lived  ; 
and  Sampfon  Eyton,  who  I  fuppofe  left  Harvard  college  before  he  had 
his  degree,  was  made  a  fellow  in  one  cf  the  univerfties  in  England. 
Leonard  Hoar  went  to  Cambridge  and  took  the  degree  of  dobtor  in 
phyfic.  Mr.  Mather  writes  very  prefling  for  others  to  come  over  to 
England,  where  they  might  be  allured  of  encouragement  and  prefer¬ 
ment. 

*  Intelligence  was  given  by  fome  of  the  Indians  themfelves,  and  let¬ 
ters  were  difpatcbed  from  New  Haven  and  Conne&ieut  to  give  ad¬ 
vice.  Under  pretence  of  trade,  in  fmall  companies  at  the  Englifh 
houfes,  while  fome  fecured  the  arms  the  others  were  to  perpetrate  the 
mafia  ere ;  the  time  appointed  for  which  was  immediately  after  the 
hal  ved:  fhould  be  over. 

An  Indian  of  Providence  attempted  a  rape  upon  an  Englifh  woman, 
the  wife  of  Ik  icholas  Wood  of  Dorchefter,  and  was  pro.efied  by  Mian- 
tinomo.  This,  if  true,  is  a  rare  infiance. 
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nirion.  Beacons  were  erefted  and  ordered  to  be  fired  1642 
upon  an  alarm,  and  ail  fmiths  were  required  to  lay  a(ide 
all  other  bufinefi  until  al  the  arms  in  the  colony  were 
put  into  good  order;  for  which  payment  was  promifed 
by  the  government.  Mr.  Jo  no  Leverett  and  Mr.  Ed¬ 
ward  Hutchinfon  ff  were  lent  £0  Miantinomo  with  articles 
of  complaint,  and  to  require  him  to  come  him  it  if,  or  to 
fend  two  of  his  chief  counfellors  to  the  governor  in  order 
to  give  fatisfaftion.  Connedticut  propofed  to  fall  upon 
the  Indians  immediately,  and  offered,  it  the  Mafiachufets 
would  fend  120  men  to  Saybrook,  to  join  a  proportion- 
able  number.  But  the  Mafiachufets  court  doubted  whether 
they  had  fufficient  proofs  of  the  defigns  of  the  Indians  to 
jufiify  a  war.  However,  the  governor  with  the  magiftrates, 
before  the  court  met,  thought  it  neceffary  to  dilarm  the 
Indians  within  the  colony,  which. they  readily  fubmitted  to. 
Miantinomo  came  in  perfon  to  the  court,  and  demanded 
that  his  acc ufers  Should  be  brought  face  to  face,  and  if 
they  failed  in  their  proof  that  they  ihould  fuffer  the  fame 
punifhment  he  would  have  deferved  himfelf  if  he  had 
been  guilty,  viz.  death.  His  behaviour  was  grave,  and  he 
gave  hisanfwers  with  great  deliberation  and  Teeming  inge¬ 
nuity.  Fie  would  never  fpeak  but  in  the  prefence  of  two 
of  his  counfellors,  that  they  might  be  witnefies  of  every 
thing  which  paffed.  Two  days  were  fpent  in  treaty.  He 
denied  all  he  was  charged  with,  and  pretended,  the  re¬ 
ports  to  his  difadvantage  were  railed  by  Uncas,  fachem 
of  the  Mohegins,  or  fome  of  his  people.  He  was  willing 
to  renew  his  former  engagements,  that  if  any  of  the  In¬ 
dians,  even  the  Nianticks,  who  he  faid  were  as  his  own 
fieih  and 'blood,  fhould  do  any  wrong  to  the  Englifh,  fo 
as  neither  he  nor  they  could  Satisfy  without  blood,  he  would 
deliver  them  up  and  leave  them  to  mercy.  The  people  of 
Connecticut  put  little  confidence  in  him,  and  could  hardly 
be  kept  from  falling  upon  him,  but  were  at  laft  pre¬ 
vailed  upon,  by  the  Mafiachufets,  to  deffit  for  the  prelentj, 

*  Afterwards  governor. 

■f  Son  of  the  famous  Mrs.  Hutchinfon, 

I  Records  of  the  united  colonies. 
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1  *  _nc  nums  men  were  filled  with  fear  from  thele  ru- 
n‘°lJrs  °‘  a  general  confpiracy,  and  everjr  noife  in  the 
mg  it, was  alarming.  A  poor  man,  in  a  fwamp  at  Wa¬ 
tt  uown  *,  hearing  the  howling  of  a  kennel  of  wolves 
ana.  expecting  to  be  devoured  by  them,  cried  out  for  help* 
wmch  occaficned  a  general  alarm  through  all  the  towns 
neai  Bolton  §.  1  he  Indians,  being  thus  prevented  from 
ill r prizing  the  Englifh,  remained  quiet  -}-. 

1  he  Houfe  ot  Commons  this  year  palled  a  memorable 
refoiye  in  favour  of  the  Mafiachufets  colony,  which  was 
,  tranl*nit!ed  to  the  governor  by  the  clerk  of  the  houfe,  and 
ordered  by  the  court  to  be  entered  upon  the  publick  re- 
cords,  chat  it  might  remain  to  pofterity. 

“  Veneris  io  March  1642. 

,  "WI  I  ERE  AS  the  plantations  in  New-England  have,  by 
Me  b telling  of  the  Almighty,  had  good  and  profperous 
iucceis,  without  any  public  charge  to  this  flatet,  and 
are  now  likely  to  prove  very  happy  for  the  propagation 
vi  the  gofpei  in  thofe  parts,  and  very  beneficial  and  com¬ 
modious  to  this  kingdom  and  nation.  The  commons, 

t 

*  ScP[-  '9th,  1642.  §  Hubbard. 

+  One  parbvfieJd,  an  Irifilman,  with  feme  others  travelled  this  year 
to  the  white  hills,  fuppofed  to  be  the  higheft  in  thefe  parts  of  Ame- 

rr  rePorted  tllat  th£y  had  been  to  the  top,  where  is  a  plain 
Ol  60  feet  fquare  ;  that  on  the  well  fide  is  a  very  deep  precipice,  and 

L,  tne1c^  n.try  roun^  appeared  like  a  level  much  beneath  them, 
i  he  glittering  appearance  of  the  rocks,  as  they  came  near  them, 

C£Ufn  a,n  cxPe^atI0n  Something  valuable,  but  they  found  nothing. 
Hu  board,  ° 

The  growth  of  the  feveral  parts  of  the  colony,  at  different  periods, 
will  be  thougnt  by  fon.e  worth  obferving.  ]n  1642  a  tax  of  800/. 
was  apportioned  as  follows :  Hingham  20/.  Weymouth  14/.  Brain- 
tree  14/.  Dorcheiter  58/.  to s.  Roxbury  50/.  Bolton  120/.  Dedham 
20/.  Cone  ok*  25./.  Watertown  55  /.  Cambridge  67  /.  ioj.  Charles- 
town  Co  A  Salem  7,/.  Lynn  45/.  Ipfwich  82/.  Newbury  50/. 
halifbuiy  12/.  lor.  Hampton  5/.  Rowley  15/.  Sudbury  ir  /.  Med- 
ford  10/.  Gloceller  61.  ioj. 

X  1  tranferibe  this  part  of  the  order  with  pleafure.  The  merit  of 

vvh  m  were  perfonally  known  to  the  principal 
mem  bus  of  parliament,  was  rrefh  in  their  remembrance.  Length  of 
tnne  has  no,,  leuenod  the  merit.  Coniequences  lo  advantageous  to  the 

nation  have  followed  it,  that  in  jreafon  it  ought  to  llrike  ilronger  now 
than  it  did  then. 


i 


now 
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now  affembled  in  Parliament,  do  for  the  better  advance-  1642 
ment  of  thole  plantations  and  the  encouragement  of  the 
planters  to  proceed  in  their  undertaking,  ordain,  that 
all  merchandizing  goods,  that  by  any  perfon  or  perfons 
whatfoever,  merchant  or  other,  lhall  be  exported  out  of 
this  kingdom  of  England  into  New-England  to  be  fpent, 
ufed  or  employed  there,  or  being  of  the  growth  of  that 
kingdom  *,  lhall  be  from  thence  imported  hither,  or  lhall 
be  laden  or  put  on  board  any  fhip  or  vefiel  for  necefiaries 
in  pafiing  to  and  fro,  and  all  and  every  the  owner  or 
owners  thereof  lhall  be  freed  and  difcharged  of  and  from 
paying  and  yielding  any  cuftom,  fubfidy,  taxation,  or 
other 'duty  for  the  fame,  either  inward  or  outward,  ei¬ 
ther  in  this  kingdom  or  New. England,  or  in  any  port, 
haven,  creek,  or  other  place  whatfoever,  until  the  Houle 
of  Commons  lhall  take  further  order  therein  to  the  con¬ 
trary.  And  all  and  fingular  cuftom'ers,  farmers  and  col¬ 
lectors  of  cuftoms,  fubfidies  and  imports,  and  other  of¬ 
ficers,  minifters  and  fubjeCts  whatfoever,  are  hereby  re¬ 
quired  and  injoined,  that  they  and  every  of  them,  upon 
the  Ihewing  forth  unto  them  this  order,  or  a  true  copy 
thereof  under  the  hand  of  the  clerk  of  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  without  any  other  writ  or  warrant  whatfoever,  do 
make  full,  whole  and  entire,  and  due  allowance  and 
clear  difcharge  unto  the  faid  owners  of  the  faid  goods 
and  merchandize,  their  factors,  fervants  and  agents,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  tenor  and  true  meaning  of  this  order. 

,  0  H.  Elssing,  Cler.  Pari.  I).  Com.’> 

In  the  year  1642,  letters  came  to  Mr.  Cotton  of  Bofton, 

Mr.  Hooker  of  Hartford,  and  Mr.  Davenport  of  New- 
I-Iaven,  figned  by  feveral  of  the  nobility,  divers  members 
of  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  fome  minifters,  to  call  them 
or  fome  of  them,  if  all  could  not  come,  to  aflaft  in  the 
afiembly  of  divines  at  Weftminfter"f.  Such  of  the  magi- 

ftrates 

*  Inaccurately,  for  thofe  colonies. 

f  1  have  the  original  papers  which  accompanied  thefe  letters.  The 
following  is  an  exatt  copy. 

H  4 
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1642 --Ss^b"  met  together, 

ST.Sr.fi 60  *  th“6"d  ^b“  »  ££ 

wo,  f hrrW1 lle*buthisch»rch,  having  but  one  minSr 

i tw;u  s  st  -vwv 

rece.vti  J  u  ,  ,on  after’  other  Eaters  were 

proCeei4o-*3iC  ivrCr1VHtedi  them  ^r°m  an7  thoughts  of 
1  — •  Mr.  Hooker,  was  about  that  time  pre- 

paring 

•  rerWe/TbotT^  rhe  tfiref  0f  thofe  honourable  and  worthy 

Lee  of Mr.  CottoS,  MtHlSTnd  MrWD°  ""  ^  wilb  the  F- 

Tth  ail  poflible  fpeed,  all  or  any  of  then"  LaTcLna  “r 

M.  7».  -y  “s,:;  syf^rfirssg’s  tar  ?ny 

r ,  ‘".f11  "MrUJ -  '£?„£ 

Call  aija.d  I.™  VP  h:,h  a?  lh"‘  httlpeftllMf.  that  God 

4-  °s;  r s~  t-:s  -  *- 
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Rob.  Brooke 

Wm-  Stricland  Tho:  Hoyle 

Henry  Harley  Cor:  Holland 

v  alentine  Walton  Anth.  Stanley 

Cawleys  ”  ' 

John  Gnrdon 
John  Blakiflon 
Godfrey  Roffeville 

H.  Ruthin  Gilbert  Pickering  Alex.  Bence 

Ro.  Cooke  Ol.  St.  John 


Nath.  Fiennes 
Gi;bl  Gerrard 
S  no:  Barrington 
Richard  Browne 
Henry  Martin 
Oliver  Cromwell 
A.  Hafelrig 
Wm.  Mafham 
Mart,  Lumley 


— . 

Humfrey  Saiwav 
William  Hay 
J.  W aftill 


Nath.  BarnardiHon  Sam.  Lake  Ifaac  Pennington 


An  Goodwin 
*  Hubbard, 


—  1  cmiiugton 

John  f  rancklyn  Miles  Corbett  Wm.  Spurllowe. 
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paring  for  the  prefs  a  vindication  of  congregational  1642 
churches,  or  rather  framing  a  fyftem  or  plan  of  church 
government,  which  he  defigned  for  the  New-England 
churches,  let  the  determination  at  Weftminfter  be  what 
it  would.  Had  the  churches  of  New-England  appeared 
there  by  their  reprefentatives,  or  any  of  the  principal 
divines  appeared  as  members  of  the  aflembly,  greater  ex¬ 
ception  might  have  been  taken  to  their  building  after  a 
model  of  their  own  framing.  Several  perfons  who  came 
from  England,  in  1643,  made  a  mufter  to  fet  up  pref- 
byterian  government,  under  the  authority  of  the  alfem- 
bly  at  Weftminfter  ;  but  a  New-England  aflembly,  the 
general  court,  foonput  them  to  the  rout. 

The  governor  and  deputy  governor  for  the  laft  year 
were  re-eledted  in  1643.  Samuel  Symonds*  and  William  1643 
Hibbinsf  were  added  to  the  affiftants.  The  colony  had 
fo  increafed,  that  it  was  divided  this  year  into  four  coun¬ 
ties  or /hires,  Eflex,  Middlefex,  Suffolk  and  Norfolk  J. 

A  nev/  fed',  fpringing  from  the  allies  of  the  antinomi- 
ans,  made  great  difturbance  about  this  time.  Samuel 
Gorton,  a  citizen  of  London,  who  came  from  Boftop  in 
3636,  was  at  the  head  of  it.  Mr.  Cotton  fays  §,  his 
principles  were  the  very  dregs  of  familifm.  It  is  certain 
that  he  was  artful  enough  to  explain  them  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner,  tn at  his  judges  in  the  Maflachufets  were  divided  in 
opinion  whether  they  were  heretical  or  no.  He  ftaid  - 
not  long  in  the  Maflachufets,  but  went  to  Plimouth,  and. 


*  Mr.  Symonds  was  a  gentleman  of  an  ancient  familv  and  good 
eftate  in  England.  He  came  from  Yeldham  in  Eflex.  Hubbard, . 

f  Mr.  Hibbins  was  a  principal  merchant  in  the  colony,  but  foon 
after  met  with  great  lofles  in  his  trade,  i  know  of  none  of  their  dc- 
Icenflants  ot  the  fame  names  in  New-England. 

1  iissEx  contd.  Middlesex.  Suffolk. 


Charleflown 
Linn  Cambridge 

Enon  (Wenham)  Watertown 
Jpfwich  Sudbury 

Rowley  Concord 

Newbury  Woburn 

Glocefler  Medford 

Chochichawick  Linn  Village 


§  Bloody  Tenet  walked,  &c.  p,  5  &  8. 
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Dedham 
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Weymouth 
Hingham 
Nantafket  (Hull) 


Norfolk. 

Salifbury 

Hampton 

Haverhill 
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Dover 

Strawberry-Bank 
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643  diflmbing  the  church  there,  he  was  whipped  and  required 
to  hnd  lu reties  ror  his  good  behaviour,  which  not  being 
able  to  do  he  removed,  Mr.  Window  fays  was  driven? 
to  Khode-Ifland.  There  he  treated  the  court  with  con¬ 
tempt,  and  by  order  of  the  governor,  Mr.  Coddington, 
was  firff  iirtprifoned  and  afterwards  whipped.  From 
Rhode-Ifiana  he  went  to  Providence,  where  Roger  Wil¬ 
liams  with  his  ufual  humanity,  although  he  difliked  his 
principles  and  behaviour,  gave  him  fhelter.  Here  he 
found  level al  of  his  own  dilpofition,  fond  of  novelties 
in  religion,  and  they  firft  fat  down  at  Patuxet  near  Pro¬ 
vidence  ;  but  fome  of  the  inhabitants  there  applied  to  the 
Maffachufets  that  they  and  their  lands  might  be  received 
into  protection,  and  complained  that  Gorton  and  his 
company,  under  pretence  of  purchafe  from  the  Indians, 
were  going  about  to  deprive  them  of  their  effaces,*  of 
wnich  foi^feveral  years  they  had  been  in  the  lawful  pof- 
feffion.  The  governor  and  three  of  the  affiftants  figned 
W'hat  was  called  a  warrant,  or  notification,  to  all  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Providence,  requiring  them  to  fubmit  to  theju- 
rifdiCtion  of  the  Maffachufets.  1  his  was  dated  in  Octo¬ 
ber  1642.  Gorton  fent  a  very  contemptuous  anfwer, 
and  told  them  they  had  no  authority  over  the  people  of 
Piovidence.  But  either  for  the  fake  of  being  more  out 
ci  the  reach  of  the  Maffachufets,  or  from  dilcord  among 
themfelves,  Gorton  and  11  more  purchafed  of  Miantino^ 
mo,  the  Naragahfet  fachem  *,  a  trad  of  land  called  Show- 
.  and  removed  thither.  The  price  they  paid  was  144 

fathom  of  wampum  ff.  Showamet  was  then  claimed  by 
Plimouth  government,  as  within  their  jurifdiCtion.  Two 
of  the  chief  of  the  Indians  who  dwelt  there  and  at  Pa¬ 
tuxet,  and  who  were  called  fachems,  Pomham  and  Sa- 
chonoco,  came  to  Bofton  with  their  interpreter  to  com¬ 
plain  of  Gorton  and  his  company  for  taking  their  lands 
from  them,  and  offered  to  fubjed  themfelves  and  their 

J  Anfwer  to  Gorton. 

*  Pomham,  a  petty  lachem  who  lived  upon  the  lands,  joined  in 
the  fale,  but  alledged  that  he  had  no  confideraticn  for  it.  W inflow. 

-f  A  fathom  of  wampum  was  one  firing  of  Indian  beads,  fix  feet 
or  a  fathom  in  length,  which  was  valued  at  5s.  Sd.flerling. 

country 
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country  to  the  Maflachufets,  which  by  an  inftrument,  under  1643 
their  hands,  was  accordingly  done  in  the  form  following. 

“  This  writing  is  to  teftify,  that  we  Pomham,  fachem 
“  of  Showamet,  and  Sachonoco,  fachem  of  Patuxet,  have 
“  and  by  thefe  prefents  do  voluntarily  and  without  any 
“  conftraint  or  perfuafion,butof  our  own  free  motion,  put 
“  ourfelves,  our  fubjefls,  lands  and  eftates  under  the  go- 
«  vernmenc  and  jurifdiftion  of  the  Maflachufets,  to  be 
“  governed  and  protected  by  them  according  to  their  juft 
“  laws  and  orders,  fo  far  as  we  fhall  be  made  capable 
«  of  understanding  them  ;  and  we  do  promile,  for  our- 
“  felves  and  our  fubjefts  and  all  our  poflerity,  to  be  true 
“  and  faithful  to  the  government  and  aiding  to  the  ma:n- 
“  tenance  thereof  to  our  bed  ability,  and  from  time  to 
“  time  to  give  fpeedy  notice  of  any  confpiracy,  attempt, 

“  or  evilintention  of  any  which  we  fhall  know  or  hear  of 
“  again!!:  the  fame,  and  do  promife  to  be  willing  from 
“  time  to  time  to  be  inftrufted  in  the  knowledge  of  the 
“  worfhip  of  God.  In  witnefs  whereof,  we  have  hereunto 

<£  put  to  our  hands  the  22d  of  the  4th  month,  1643. 

The  /  mark  The  Q  mark 

of  Saconocno.  of  Pomham. 

MiantinOmo  was  likewife  fent  for  to  Bofton,  but  did 
not  make  out  his  right  to  the  Indian  country  to  the  fatis- 
faclion  of  the  court.  It  does  nor  appear  that  he  relin- 
quifhed  it,  and  Gorton  fays  in  his  defence,  that  Pomham 
and  Sachonoco  were  the  natural  fubjedks  of  Miantinomo 
and  influenced  by  the  Maflachufets  to  withdraw  from  him. 

He  being  the  greatefb  and  moft  powerful  fachem  in  New- 
England,  it  is  probable  that  thefe  were  dependants  upon  him 
or  tributaries  to  him.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  Maffachufets 
fent  a  mefiage  to  Gorton  and  his  company,  acquainting 
them  that  they  were  ft  ill  within  their  jurifdiftion  by  virtue 
of  the  iubmiffion  of  Pomham  and  Sachonoco,  and  re¬ 
quiring  them  to  appear  at  the  court  of  Bofton  to  anfwer 
to  complaints  againll:  them  lor  injuries  done  to  the  Indians, 

&c.  and  promifing  them  fafe-conduft,  &c.  This  was  dated 
the  1 2th  of  the  7th  month  1643.  They  fent  back  by  the 
mefienger  a  verbal  anfwer,  that  (hey  were  out  of  the 

Maflachufets 
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iij>43  Maflliclnifets  jurifclicftion,  and  would  acknowledge  Tub- 
jection i  to  none  but  the  date  and  government  of  Oid  Eno-- 
iand  Upon  the  receipt  of  their  anfwer,  viz.  on  the  igth 
i  t‘^e  ame  month,  another  meftage  was  fent  to  acquaint 
tiiem,  that  the  court  had  appointed  commiffioners  *  to 
hear  and  determine  the  controverfy  upon  the  fpot,  and  if 
tney  reiuled,  to  bring  them  to  Bofton  by  force.  After 
fomeimall  refiftance,  Gorton  and  feveral  others  were  taken 
and  earned  to  Bofton  and  imprifoned  ft.  Being  brought 
before  the  court,  the  charge  exhibited  againft 'them  was 

in  the  following  words: 

Upon  much  examination,  and  ferious  confideration 
of  your  writings,  with  your  anfwers  about  them,  we 
oo  charge  you  to  be  a  blafphemous  enemy  of  the  true 
"  religion  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  and  his  holy  ordi- 

nances, 

\  .  ■  \  •  .  . 

*  The  commiffioners  were,  Capt.  George  Cooke,  Lieut.  Kump. 
Atherton,  and  Edward  johnfon,  who  had  a]fo  military  commiflions, 

«*nd  40  men  to  attend  them.  Cooke  was  afterwards  a  colonel  in  the 
Wars  in  Ireland.  Johnfon . 

f  If  we  may  gi  ve  credit  to  Gorton’s  account,  Mr.  Ward,  a  minifter, 
came  to  the  priion  window  and  called  to  him  one  of  the  prifoners  who 
Iiad  been  his  neighbour  in  EiTex  in  England,  and  defined  him,  if  he 
had  done  or  faid  any  thing  he  could  with  good  confcience  renounce, 
tnat  he  w  ould  recant,  and  probably  the  court  would  be  merciful  ;  and 
added,  that  this  would  be  no  difparagement,  for  the  reverend  Mr. 
Cotton  ordinarily  preacheth  that  publickly  one  year,  that  the  next 
year  he  publickly  repents  of  before  the  congregation,  cS^c.  Mr.  Winf- 
low,  in  his  anfwer,  will  not  allow  this  to  be  true.  This  Mr.  Ward 
♦v  as  author  or  7  he  Simple  Cobler  of  Agawam,  and  feveral  other  witty 
performances.  1  he  ruling  paffion  would  frequently  Ihew  itfelf  in  in¬ 
dances  which  would  have  been  liable  to  lome  exception  in  thofe  days 
of  great  gravity,  il  his  principles  had  not  been  orthodox  and  his  ge¬ 
neral  behaviour  ferious  and  guarded.  Many  of  his  witty  facetious 
tiuns  are  handed  down  to  pollerity.  A  letter  of  his,  I  find  among 
Mr.  Cotton’s  papers,  dilcovers  fomething  of  his  call  of  mind, 

<c  Salutum  in  Xtonoliro. 

Reverend  and  dear  friend, 

f  was  yellerday  convented  before  the  bilhop,  I  mean  to  his  court, 
and  am  adjourned  to  the  next  term.  I  fee  fuch  giants  turn  their  backs, 
that  I  dare  not  trull  my  own  weak  heart.  I°expedl  meafure  hard 
enough,  and  mull  furnilh  apace  with  proportionable  armour.  I  lack 
a  friend  to  help  buckle  it  on.  I  know  none  but  Chriit  himfelf,  in 
all  our  coal!,  lit  to  help  me,  and  my  acquaintance  with  him  is  hardly 

enough 
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“  nances,  and  alfo  of  civil  authority  among  the  people  1643 
sc  of  God,  and  particularly  in  this  jurifdidtion.3* 

Their  writings  were  produced  in  evidence  againfi: 
them  ;  and  they  explained  them,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
the  governor,  Mr.  Winthrop,  faid  he  could  agree  with 
them  in  their  anfwer,  tho*  he  could  not  in  their  writings  3 
but  Mr.  Dudley  flood  up,  much  moved,  and  faid  he 
would  never  confent  to  it,  while  he  lived,  that  they  were 
one  with  them  in  thole  anfwers.  The  governor  then  afked 
Gorton  what  faith  was  ?  he  anfwered,  in  the  words  of  the 
apoftle,  that  faith  is  the  fubftance  of  things  hoped  for, 
and  the  evidence  of  things  not  feen ;  the  governor  told 
him  that  was  true,  but  he  could  fay  more  of  faith  than 
that.  He  defied  to  be  excuf  d,  and  Mr.  Bradftreet, 
prudently  enough,  excepted  to  fuch  queftions,  unlefs  he 
was  free  to  fpeak  to  them  ;  and  thereupon  they  were 
difmiffed  and  remanded  to  prilon  *.  Their  fen- 
tences  were  cruel.  Gorton  ordered  to  be  confined  to 
Charleftown,  there  to  be  kept  at  work,  and  to  wear  fuch 
bolts  and  irons  as  might  hinder  his  efcape ;  and  if  he 
broke  his  confinement,  or  by  fpeech  or  writing  pub¬ 
lished  or  maintained  any  of  the  blafphemous  abomi¬ 
nable  herefies  wherewith  he  had  been  charged  by  the 
general  court,  or  fhould  reproach  or  reprove  the  churches 
of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  in  thefe  united  colonies, 
or  the  civil  government,  &c..  that  upon  conviction 

•  '  \ 

\ 

enough  to  hope  for  that  affiftance  my  weak  fpirit  will  want  and  the 
a  {faults  of  tentation  call  for.  I  pray  therefore,  forget  me  not,  and  be-  , 
lieve  for  me  alio  if  there  be  fuch  a  piece  of  neighbourhood  among 
Chriilians.  And  fo  bl effing  God  with  my  whole  heart,  for  my  know¬ 
ledge  of  you  and  immericed  intereft  in  you,  and  thanking  you  en¬ 
tirely  for  that  faithful  love  f  have  found  from  you  in  many  expreffions 
of  the  bek  nature,  I  commit  you  to  the  unchangeable  love  of  God 
our  bather  in  his  ion  Jelus  Chrift,  in  whom  I  hope  to  reft  forever. 

Stondon  Mercy,  Your’s  in  all  truth  of  heart, 

Dec.  i  3,  1631. 

Nath1  Warde.” 


r  Gorton* 

t 

thereof, 
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1 643  thereof,  upon  trial  by  a  jury,  he  fhould  fuffer  death  * 
]  he  reft  were  confined  to  different  towns,  one  in  a  town, 
and  upon  the  fame  conditions  with  Gorton  ;  their  cattle 
were  feized  and  ordered  to  be  fold,  and  the  charge  of 
fetching  them  and  the  expence  attending  the  trial  and 
imprifonment  to  be  paid  ouc  of  the  proceeds,  and  the 
overplus  to  be  referved  for  their  future  maintenance 
during  their  confinement  f.  As  all  who  have  publilhed 

any 


^  Gorton  fays,  they  cafe  a  lot  for  their  lives,  putting  it  to  the  ma¬ 
jor  vote  of  the  court  whether  they  fliould  live  or  die  ;  and  that  God 
in  his  providence  ordered  it  by  a  majority  of  two  votes  only,  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  their  lives. 

After  being  confined  one  winter,  they  were  banifhed  the  jurif- 
didfion  and  from  the  lands  purchafed  of  the  Indians,  upon  pain  of 
death.  Gorton  foon  after  went  to  England  and  obtained  an  oroerirom 
the  Governor  in  chief,  the  lord  high  admiral  and  commifiioners  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  parliament  for  the  Englifii  plantations  in  America,  di¬ 
rected  to  the  governor  and  afliftants  of  the  MafTachufets,  and  to  all 
other  governors  and  other  inhabitants  of  New-England  and  all  others 
whom  it  may  concern,  requiring  them  to  fuffer  Gorton  and  the  reft 
quietly  to  enjoy  their  lands  in  Naraganfet  bay,  and  to  land  at  any 
port  in  New-England  in  their  way  thither,  & c.  This  order  was  fent 
to  the  governor  by  Randall  Holden,  one  of  Gorton’s  adherents,  who 
with  others  arrived  at  Bofton,  13th  Sept.  1646.  Having  defired  leave 
to  land,  the  governor,  Mr.  Wmthrop,  anfwered  that  he  could  not 
give  them  leave  by  his  own  authority,  as  it  would  difpenfe  with  an 
order  of  the  general  court,  but  the  council  being  to  meet  in  two  or 
three  days  he  would  impart  the  order,  and  intimated  that  he  fhould 
not  trouble  himfelf  about  them  in  the  mean  time.  The  council  were 
not  all  of  a  mind,  but  the  majority  agreed  to  fuffer  them  to  pals  qui¬ 
etly  for  the  prefent,  and  that  when  the  court  met,  further  confidera- 
tion  fhould  be  had  of  their  pofteffing  the  land  they  claimed.  The 
court  thought  proper  to  lend  Mr.  Edward  Window  to  England, 
in  order  to  give  fachfaciion  to  the  commifiioners  for  plantations.  He 
carried  with  him  a  remonfirance  ar.d  petition  againft  Gorton,  and  in 
vindication  of  the  colony,  after  ted  their  right  by  charter  finally  to  de¬ 
termine  all  caufes,  without  admitting  of  appeals  to  England  ;  and  al- 
ledged  that  the  lands  lay  in  Plimouth  colony,  and  p-oduced  an  act  of 
the  commifiioners  of  the  four  colonies,  of  which  Pnmouth  was  one, 
impowering  the  MafTachufets  to  proceed  as  they  thought  proper. 
The  commifiioners  for  plantations,  in  their  anfwer,  fay,  “  they  in¬ 
tended  not  to  encourage  any  appeals  from  their  jultice,  which  it  might 
be  very  inconvenient  to  admit,  nor  to  reftrain  the  bounds  of  their  ju- 
rifdi&ion  to  a  narrower  coinpafs,  but  they  fuppofed  the  Naraganlec 
bay  (the  thing  in  queftion)  was  without  the  bounds  of  their  patent ; 
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any  thing  concerning  Gorton,  except  Mr.  Calender  1643 
In  his  century  iermon,  ft t  him  in  an  infamous  light,  it 
will  be  but  juft  to  publifti  a  letter  which  he  wrote  to  Mr. 
Morton,  in  1663,  vindicating  himfelf  from  the  charges 

1 

but  as  they  had  received  advertifement  that  the  place  was  within  the 
patent  of  New-Piimouth,  and  the  ground  of  their  proceedings  was 
a  joint  authority  from  the  four  governments,  of  Mafftchufets,  Pli- 
mouth,  Connecticut,  and  New  Haven,  if  thefe  things  fhould  be  proved, 
it  would  muchtalter  the  ftate  of  the  quell  on  ;  but  at  that  diflance 
thefe  points  could  not  be  fettled,  and  mull:  be  left  to  be  deter¬ 
mined  upon  the  place  if  there  fhould  be  occafion,  for  there  the 
boundaries  would  be  bed:  known  ;  and  if  it  fhould  appear  that  the 
faid  trad:  was  within  any  of  the  New-England  patents,  they  fhould 
leave  the  fame  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  to  the  jurifdktion  of  that 
government  under  which  they  le  i  ;  neverthelefs,  inasmuch  as  the  pe¬ 
titioners  had  tranfpmnted  their  fanol  es  tlmher  and  fettled  at  gr^at 
charge,  they  comm.nd  it  to  the  government  within  whofe  jurisdiction 
they  (hall  appear  to  be,  not  only  not  to  remove  them  from  the  plan¬ 
tations,  but  alfo  to  encourage  them  with  protection  and  affiftance  and 
in  all  fit  ways,  whilft  they  fhould  demean  t'nemfclves  peaceably,  &c. 
Hubbard, . 

Gorton  came  again  to  Boflon  in  the  fpring  of  1648.  The  court, 
upon  his  arrival,  ordered  that  he  fhould  be  apprehended ;  but  pro¬ 
ducing  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  defiring  that  he  might  have 
liberty  to  return  home,  the  court  recalled  the  order  and  gave  him  a 
week’s  liberty  to  provide  for  his  departure. 

After  this  time,  the  Gortonifts  confidered  how  to  make  their  peace, 
and  making  their  application  in  fober  language,  they  remained  un¬ 
molested  and  quietly  enjoyed  their  pofieffions  at  Shovvamet,  to  which, 
in  honour  to  their  patron  and  benefactor,  they  gave  the  name  of  War-  » 
wick,  which  it  retains  to  this  day  ;  and  the  polterity  of  feveral  of 
them  are  perfons  of  reputation'  and  efteem  in  that  colony. 

Gorton  publifhed  an  account  of  his  fufferings.  Mr.  Window,  the 
agent  for  the  Maffachufets,  anfwered  hint).  In  166^  he  preferred  his 
petition  to  the  commiffioners,  fent  over  by  King  Charles  the  fecond, 
for  recompence  for  the  wrongs  done  him  by  the  Maffachufets,  al- 
ledgmg  that,  hefides  his  other  fufferings,  he  ai  d  his  friends  had  So 
head  of  cattle  taken  and  fold,  1  he  Maffachufets  in  their  anfwec 
charge  him  with  heretical  tenets,  both  in  re  gion  and  civil  govern¬ 
ment,  and  with  an  unjuft  poffeffion  of  the  Indian  lands  in  the  vici¬ 
nity  of  the  colonies  for  the  fake  of  difturbing  their  peace  ;  and  add, 
that  the  goods  which  they  feized  did  not  amount  to  the  charge  of 
their  profecution ;  but  they  do  not  fufhcieutly  vi  dicate  their  feizing 
their  peiions  or  goods  without  the  limits-  oTfchcir  jurildidtion,  and 

comlude  with  hoping  that  his  Majclly  will  excule  any.  circumliamial 
error  in  their  proceedings,  &c. 
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643  againft  him  in  New-EnglancPs  memorial  which  was  fir  ft 
primed  in  that  year  f . 

The  dangers  to  which  the  colonies  in  New-EnHand 
were  expoied,  from  domeftic  and  foreign  enemies, ^firft 
induced  them  to  think  of  an  alliance  and  confederacy  for 
their  mutual  defence  and  fafety;  Thofe  of  Aquidnick 
or  Rhode  Eland  were  willing  enough  to  have  joined  with 
the  reft,  but  the  Mailachulets  refuled  to  admit  commif- 
lioners  from  that  colony,  to  treat  with  the  commiffioners 
from  the  reft,  upon  the  terms  of  the  agreement.  The 
other  foui ,  fettled  articles  of  confederation.  May  ip, 
3643,  They  have  been  publiflied  at  large  by  Doctor  Ma¬ 
ther,  Mr.  Neale,  &c.  and  are  in  fubftance  as  follows:— ~ 

The  united  colonies  of  New-England,  viz.  Mafla- 
chufets,  f  limouth,  Connecticut  and  New-Haven,  enter 
*nt0  a  firm  and  perpetual  league,  offenfive  and  defenfive; 

Each  colony  to  retain  a  diftinCt  and  feparate  jurifdic- 
tion ;  no  two  colonies  to  join  in  one  jurifdiCtion  without 
the  confent  of  the  whole  ;  and  no  other  colony  to  be  re¬ 
ceived  into  the  confederacy  without  the  like  confent. 

1  he  charge  of  all  wars,  offenfive  or  defenfive,  to  be 
borne  in  proportion  to  the  male  inhabitants  between  16 
and  60  years  of  age  in  each  colony. 

,  Upon  notice,  from  three  magiftrates  of  any  colony, 
of  an  invafion,  the  reft  fhall  immediately  fend  aid  ;  the 
Maflachufets  joo,  and  each  of  the  other  45  men,  and 
if  a  greater  number  be  neceffafy,  the  commiffioners  to' 
meet  and  determine  upon  it. 

1  wo  commiffioners  from  each  government,  being 
church  members,  to  meet  annually  the  firft  Monday  in 
September  ;  the  firft  meeting  to  be  held  at  Bofton,  then 
at  Hartford,  New- Haven  and  Plimouth,  and  fo  yearly 
in  that  order,  faving  that  two  meetings  fuccefiivelv  be 
held  at  Bofton. 

All  matters,  wherein  fix  fhall  agree,  to  be  binding 
upon  the  whole ;  and  if  there  be  a  majority,  but  under 
fix,  the  matter  in  queftion  to  be  referred  to  the  general 
court  of  each  colony,  and  not  to  be  obligatory  unkis' 
the  whole  agree  to  it, 
f  Appendix. 
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A  president,  for  preferving order,  robe  chofen  by  1643 
the  commiflioners  each  year  out  of  their  number. 

The  commiflioners  (ball  have  power  to  eftablifh  laws 
or  rules  of  a  civil  nature  and  of  general  concern  for  the 
conduct  of  the  inhabitants,  viz.  relative  to  their  beha¬ 
viour  towards  the  Indians,  to  fugitives  from  one  colony 
to  another,  and  the  like. 

No  colony  to  engage  in  war.,  except  upon  a  fudden  ex¬ 
igency;  and,  in  that  cafe,  to  be  avoided  as  much  as 
poffible,  without  the  confentof  the  whole. 

If  a  meeting  be  fummoned  upon  any  extraordinary 
occasion,  and  the  whole  number  of  com  mi  (boners  do 
not  aflemble,  any  four  who  fliall  meet  may  determine 
upon  a  war,  when  the  cafe  will  not  admit  of  delay,  and 
fend  for  the  agreed  proportion  of  men  out  of  each  ju- 
rffdiction  ;  but  not  lefs  than  fix  fhall  determine  the 
juftice  of  the  war,  or  have  power  to  fettle  bills  of 
charges,  or  make  levies  for  the  fame. 

If  any  colony  break  any  article  of  the  agreement,  or 
any  ways  injure  another  colony,  the  matter  fliall  be  con- 
fidered  and  determined  by  the  commiffioners  of  the  other 
colonies. 

These  articles  were  ratified  by  MafTachufets,  Connec¬ 
ticut  and  New-Haven,  May  19,  1643.  PHmouth  com¬ 
miffioners  had  not  then  full  powers,  but  they  acceded,  at 
the  firft  meeting  for  bufinefs,  September  7th  following. 

This  confederacy  had  been  in  agitation  for  feveral 
years.  In  1638,  articles  were  drawn  up  which  were  re¬ 
ferred  until  1639.  Mr.  Haynes  and  Mr.  Hooker,  from 
Connecticut,  tarried  feveral  weeks  in  the  MafTachufets  rol¬ 
licking  it.  They  had  reafon  to  expect  trouble  from  the 
Dutch,  who  kept  a  trading  houfe  at  Hartford,  after  that 
place  was  under  the  jurifdiction  of  Connecticut,  and 
broils  frequently  happened  there,  and  the  Dutch  at  Man- 
hadoes  were  ready  to  have  taken  advantage  of  the  leaft 
breach  or  alienation  between  the  colonies;  but,  by  rea¬ 
fon  ol  feveral  obftructions  from  time  to  time,  nothing 
could  be  perfected  until  1643,  when  commiflioners  came 
from  all  the  feveral  colonies  to  ftofton,  whilft  the  gene- 
•,/ii  I  “  ral 
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3643  ral  court  was  fitting,  viz.  Mr.  Haynes  and  Mr.  Hop¬ 
kins  from  Hartford;  Mr.  Eaton  and  Mr.  Grigfon  from 
New-Haven;  befides  Mr.  Fenwick  the  governor  of 
Say  brook  fort ;  Mr.  Window  and  Mr.  Collier  from 
Piimouth.  The  Maffachufets  appointed  Mr.  Winthrop, 
Mr.  Dudley  and  Mr.  Bradftreet  of  the  magiftrates ;  Mr. 
Hawthorne,  Mr.  Gibbons  and  Mr.  Tyngof  the  deputies*. 

About 

*  This  union  fubfifted,  with  fome  alterations,  until  the  year  1686, 
when  all  the  charters  were  m  effeft  vacated  by  a  com  million  from 
King  James  the  fecond.  For  many  years,  commiffioners  met  annu¬ 
al^  m  September,  and  occauonally  at  other  times.  In  the  latter  part 
of  the  union  the  meetings  were  triennial.  A  fpeciai  and  principal 
part  of  their  bufinefs,  after  the  firft  years,  was  the  care  of  gofpel- 
izing  the  Indian:.  The  fociety  eflablifhed  by  the  parliament  for  pro¬ 
pagating  the  gofpel  in  New-England  among  the  Indians,  of  which  we 
ft*  11  hereafter  take  further  notice,  made  the  commiflioners  their  cor- 
refpondents  and  agents  for  difpenfmg  the  charitable  donations;  and, 
after  a  grant  of  a  new  charter  by  King  Charles  the  fecond,  the  fame 
powers  and  trull  were  continued.  A  particular  account  of  all  their 
proceedings  in  this  capacity  is  preferved  in  their  records.  This  con¬ 
federacy  was  acknowledged  and  countenanced  by  the  authority  in 
England  from  its  beginning  until  the  refloration ;  and  in  letters  from 
King  Charles  the  fecond,  notice  is  taken  of  it  without  any  exception 
to  the  eftablilhment. 

July  23,  1643,  a  veffel  of  about  100  tons,  belonging  to  the  Earl 
of  Warwick,  arrived  at  Boilon  from  Trinadada,  in  order  to  tranfporc 
pafFengers  to  people  the  Aland,  but  none  could  be  prevailed  upon  to 
remove.  One  Chaddock,  fon  to  the  governor  of  Bermudas,  was 
commander  of  this  Blip.  He  was  a  loofe  profligate  man,  and  had  a 
crew  like  himfelf.  Five  or  fix  of  them  were  blown  up,  by  two  bar¬ 
rels  of  powder  taking  fire  in  the  pinnace  where  they  were,  near  the 
caflle.  Some  time  after,  flrange  fights  were  feen  about  the  caflle  and 
at  Governor’s  ifland,  in  form  like  a  man  calling  out  flame  and  fparks 
of  fire,  and  a  voice  was  heard  in  feveral  pars  of  the  harbour,  crying. 

Boy,  boy,  come  away,  come  away  of  all  which  divers  iober 
perfons  were  eye  ard  ear  witnefles,  and  thefe  fights  and  noifes  were 
fuppofed  to  have*  a  fpeciai  reference  to  the  place  where  the  pinnace  was 
blown  up.  One  of  the  men,  it  was  faid,  had  been  acquainted  with  the 
black  art. 

From  manuferipts  and  printed  accounts  I  could  colleft  as  many  pro¬ 
digies,  in  one  part  of  the  country  and  another,  at  different  times,  as 
would  fill  a  fmall  volume  ;  guns  fired  in  the  air,  great  quantities  of 
clay  call  up  in  form  of  bullets  out  of  the  earth,  and  the  like  ;  but  I 
jSia'l  take  no  notice  of  any  other  than  this,  which  is  related  by  one  of 

tha* 
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About  this  time,  much  divifion  and  difturbance  in  1644 
the  colony  was  occafioned  by  the  French  of  Acadie  and 
Nova-Scotia.  It  is  necefiary  to  look  back  upon  the  Fate 
of  thofe  countries.  After  Argali  difpoflefied  the  French 
in  1613,  they  feem  to  have  been  negle&ed  both  by  Eng¬ 
lish  and  French,  until  the  grant  to  Sir  William  Alex¬ 
ander  in  1621.  That  he  made  attempts  and  began  fet- 
tlements  in  Nova-Scotia  has  always  been  allowed,  the 
particular  voyages  we  have  no  account  of.  It  appears 
from  Champlain f,  that  many  French  had  joined  with 
the  Englifh  or  Scotch,  and  adhered  to  their  intereft. 
Among  the  reft,  La  Tour  was  at  Port  Royal  in  1630, 
where  out  of  feventy  Scots,  thirty  had  died  the  winter 
before  from  their  bad  accommodations.  La  Tour,  wil¬ 
ling  to  be  fafe,  let  the  title  be  in  which  it  would,  Eng¬ 
lifh  or  French,  procured  from  the  French  King  a  grant 
of  the  river  St.  John,  and  five  leagues  above  and  five 
below,  and  ten  leagues  into  the  country  ;  this  was  in 
2627*.  At  the  fame  time  he  was  connected  with  the 
Scotch,  and  fir  ft  obtained  leave  to  improve  lands  and 
build  within  the  territory,  and  then,  about  the  year 
1630,  purchafed  Sir  William  Alexander’s  title.  La 
Tour’s  title  is  Laid  to  have  been  confirmed  to  him  under 


the  belt  hiftorians  X  with  great  ferioufnefs,  as  if  he  had  no  doubt  of 
the  truth  of  it.  This  turn  of  mind  was  not  peculiar,  at  this  time,  to 
the  people  of  New  England.  It  was  prevalent  in  England.  If  the 
New-Englanders  exceeded,  the  new  feenes  they  had  juftentcred  upon, 
may  in  fame  meafure  account  for  it.  They  had  an  ocean,  a  thoufand 
leagues  in  extent,  between  them  and  all  the  delights  of  life  which  they 
had  once  enjoyed.  On  their  backs  they  had  a  wildernefs  without  li¬ 
mits.  As  foon  as  it  was  dark,  their  ears  were  filled  with  the  roaring 
of  wolves  and  other  faVage  beaifs,  or  which  was  much  worfe,  the  yell  it 
of  favage  men.  Where  there  was  any  gloom  upon  the  mind,  fuch  a 
feene  mult  tend  to  increafe  it. 

I  Hubbard \ 
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This  appears  from  a  lid  of  the  feveral  grants  made  to  La  Tour, 
.ommunicated  to  governor  Pownail  by  Monfieur D'Entremonc  a  very 
ancient  French  inhabitant  of  Acadie  defeended  from  La  Tour,  and 
who  was  removed  to  Bolton  in  1 and  died  in  a  few  years  after, 

1  2  .tha 


6 4 4  the  great  feal  of  Scotland  *f,  and  that  he  obtained  alfo  a 
grant  of  a  baronettage  of  Nova-Scoria.  Penobfcot,  and 
all  the  country  weltward  and  fouthward,  was  at  this 
time  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  Englifti. 

In  i  632,  La  Tour  obtained  from  the  French  King  a 
grant  of  the  river  and  bay  of  St.  Croix  and  iflands  and 
lands  adjacent,  twelve  leagues  upon  the  fea  and  twenty 
leagues  into  the  land  *.  By  the  treaty  of  St.  Germains, 
the  fame  year,  Acadie  was  relinquished  by  the  Englifh, 
and  La  Tour  became  dependant  upon  the  French  alone. 
In  1634,  he  obtained  a  grant  of  the  ifle  of  Sables  ;  an¬ 
other  of  ten  leagues  upon  the  fea  and  ten  into  the  land  at 
La  Have  *,  another  of  Port  Royal  the  fame  extent  *,  and 
the  like  at  Menis,  with  all  adjacent  iflands  included  in  each 
grant.  Razilly  had  the  general  command,  who  appointed 
Monfieur  D’Aulney  de  Charnify  his  Lieutenant  of  that 
part  of  Acadie  weft  of  St.  Croix,  and  La  Tour  of  that 
eaft.  In  confequence  of  this  divifion,  D’Aulney  came,  as 
has  been  related,  and  difpofleffed  the  Englifh  at  Penob¬ 
fcot  in  the  year  1635.  Razilly  died  loon  after,  and 
D’Aulney  and  La  Tour  both  claimed  a  general  command 
of  Acadie  and  made  war  upon  one  another.  D’Aulney, 
by  the  French  King’s  letter  to  him  in  1638,  was  ordered 
to  confine  himfelf  to  the  coaft  of  the  Etechemins,  which 
in  all  his  writings  he  makes  to  be  a  part  of  Acadie.  La 
Tour’s  principal  fort  was  at  St.  John’s.  As  their  chief 
views  were  the  trade  with  the  natives,  being  fo  near  toge¬ 
ther,  there  was  aconftant  clafhingof  intereft.  In  Novem¬ 
ber  1641,  La  Tour  fent  Rochet,  a  proteftant  of  Roche], 
to  Bofton  from  St.  John’s,  with  propofals  for  a  free  trade 
between  the  two  colonies,  and  defiring  afiiftance  againft 
D’Aulney  ;  but  not  having  fufficient  credentials,  the  go¬ 
vernor  and  council  declined  any  treaty,  and  he  returned. 
The  next  year,  Cdlober  6,  there  came  to  Bofton  a  fhallop 
from  La  Tour,  with  his  Lieutenant  and  14  men,  with  letters 

f  Hubbard .  It  is  probable  the  cafe  was  not  juft  as  reprefented. 
King  Charles  in  1625  confirmed  Alexander’s  grant,  under  whom 
JLa  Tour  fettled. 

*  The  French  commiftaries  fpcak  of  this  grant  as  made  to  Razilly. 
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full  of  compliment,  defiring  aid  to  remove  D’Aulney  from  1644 
Penobfcot,  and  renewing  the  propofal  of  a  free  trade. 

They  returned  without  any  affurance  of  what  was  princi¬ 
pally  defired,  but  fome  merchants  of  Bofton  fent  a  pinnace 
after  them  to  trade  with  La  Tour  at  the  river  St.  John. 

They  met  with  good  encouragement,  and  brought  letters 
to  the  governor,  containing  a  large  ftate  of  the  contro- 
verfy  between  D’Aulney  and  La  Tour *,  but  Hopping  at 
Pemaquid  in  their  way  home,  they  found  D’Aulney  upon 
a  vifit  there,  who  wrote  to  the  governor  and  lent  him  a 
printed  copy  of  an  arret  he  had  obtained  from  France 
againft  La  Tour,  and  threatned,  that  if  any  velfels  came 
to  La  Tour  he  would  make  prize  of  them.  The  next 
fummer  (June  12)  La  Tour  himfelf  came  to  Bofton,  in 
a  fhip  with  140  perfons  aboard,  the  matter  and  crew 
being  proteftants  of  Rochel.  They  took  a  pilot  out  of 
a  Bofton  veffel  at  fea,  and  coming  into  the  harbour  favv 
a  boat  with  Mr.  Gibbon’s  lady  and  family,  who  were  go¬ 
ing  to  his  farm.  One  of  the  Frenchmen,  who  had  been 
entertained  at  the  houfe,  knew  her,  and  a  boat  being 
manned  to  invite  her  aboard,  fhe  fled  to  Governor’s  ifland 
and  the  Frenchmen  after  her,  where  they  found  the  go¬ 
vernor  and  his  family,  who  were  all  greatly  furprized,  as 
was  the  whole  colony  when  they  heard  the  news  *  ;  for 
had  it  been  an  enemy,  he  might  not  only  have  fecured  the 
governor’s  perfon,  but  taken  pofteflion  of  the  caftle  op- 
pofite  to  the  ifland,  there  not  being  a  fingle  man  at  that 
time  to  defend  the  place  -f.  La  Tour  acquainted  the  go¬ 
vernor,  that  this  fhip  coming  from  France,  with  fupplies 
for  his  fort,  found  it  blocked  up  by  D’Aulney  his  old 
enemy,  and  he  was  now  come  to  Bofton  to  pray  aid  to 
remove  him.  La  Tour  had  cleared  up  his  conduct,  fo  as 
to  obtain  a  permilfion  under  the  hands  of  the  Vice  Admiral 
and  Grand  Prior,  &c.  for  this  fhip  to  bring  fupplies  to 

*  The  town  was  fo  furprized,  that  they  were  all  immediately  in 
arms,  and  three  fhallops  filled  with  armed  men  were  lent  to  guard  the 
governor  home. 

4  This  occafioned  new  regulations  for  the  better  fecurity  of  the 
place.  The  caftle  was  rebuilt  in  1644,  at  the  charge  of  the  fix  neighbour-, 
ing  towns.  Jobvfon. . 
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%&44  him,  and  in  the  permiffidn  he  was  ftiled  the  King’s  Lieu¬ 
tenant  General  in  Acadie.  He  produced  alfo  letters  from 
the  agent  of  the  company  in  France,  advifing  him  to 
look  to  himfelf  and  to  guard  againft  the  defigns  of  D’ Aul- 
ney.  The  governor  called  together  fuch  of  the  magistrates 
and  deputies  as  were  near  the  town,  and  laid  before  them 
La  Tour’s  requeft.  They  could  not,  confiftent  with  the 
articles  they  had  juft  agreed  to  with  the  other  govern- 
merits,  grant  aid  without  their  advice;  bqt  they  did  not 
think  it  neceiTary  to  hinder  any,  who  were  willing  to  be 
hired,  from  aiding  him,  which  he  took  very  thankfully ; 
but  fome  being  difpleafed  with  chefe  concefiions,  the  go¬ 
vernor  called  a  fecond  meeting,  where,  upon  a  more  full 
debate,  the  firft  opinion  was  adhered  to  *.  La  Tour  hired 
lour  fhips  of  force,  and  took  70  or  80  volunteers  into 
his  pay,  with  which  afliftance  he  was  fafely  landed  at  his 
fort,  and  D’Aulney  fled  to  Fenobfcot,  where  he  ran  his 
vefifels  afhore  ;  and  although  the  commander  of  the  fhips 
refufed  to  attack  him,  yet  fome  of  the  foldiers  joined  with 
La  Tour’s  men  in  an  aflault  upon  fome  of  D’Aulney’s 
men,  who  had  intrenched  themfelves;  but  were  obliged 
to  betake  themfelves  to  flight,  having  three  of  their  num¬ 
ber  flaim  The  fhips  returned  in  about  two  months, 
without  any  lofs.  The  governor  excufed  the  proceeding 
to  D’Aulney,  as  not  having  interefted  himfelf  in  the 
quarrel  between  them,  but  only  permitted  La  Tour,  in 

*  Some  of  the  magiflrates,  deputies  and  elders,  were  much  grieved 
at  this  proceeding.  A  remonftrance  to  the  governor  was  drawn  up 
and  figned  by  Mr.  Saltonflall,  Mr„  Bradftreet,  and  Mr.  Symonds  of 
the  magiiirates,  and  Mr.  Nath.  Ward,  Ezekiel  Rogers,  Nathanael 
Rogers  and  John  Norton  of  the  elders ;  wherein  they  condemn  the 
proceeding,  as  impolitic  and  uojurt,  and  fet  forth  "  that  they  fhould 
expofe  their  trade  to  the  ravages  of  D’AuIney,  and  perhaps  the  whole 
colony  to  the  refentment  of  the  French  King,  who  would  not  be  im- 
pofed  upon  by  the  diitinftion  of  permitting  and  commanding  force  to 
aflift  La  Tour ;  that  they  had  no  fufRcient  evidence  of  the  juflice  of 
bis  caufe,  and  in  caufa  dubia  helium  non  eji  fufdpiendum  ;  that  La  Tour 
was  a  papift  attended  by  priefts,  friars.  Sec.  and  that  they  were  in  the 
cafe  of  Jehofhaphat  who  joined  with  Ahab  an  idolater,  which  aft  was 
exprefly  condemned  in  icripturef*  Manufcript  letters  and  original 
papers. 

his 
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liis  diftrefs,  as  the  laws  of  chriflianity  and  humanity  re-  1644 
quired,  to  hire  fhips  and  men  for  his  money,  without  any 
commiffion  or  authority  derived  from  the  government  of 
the  colony.  D’Aulney  went  to  France,  and,  being  expec¬ 
ted  to  return  the  next  fummer  1644,  with  a  great  force. 

La  Tour  came  again  to  Bofton,  and  went  from  thence  to 
Mr.  Endicot,  who  was  then  governor  and  lived  at  Salem, 
and  who  appointed  a  meeting  of  magistrates  and  minifters 
to  confider  his  requeft.  Molt  of  the  magiftrates  were  of 
opinion  that  he  ought  to  be  relieved  as  a  dift refled  neigh¬ 
bour,  and  in  point  of  prudence,  to  prevent  fo  dangerous 
an  enemy  as  D’Aulney  from  ftrengthening  himfelf  in  their 
neighbourhood;  but  it  was  finally  agreed,  that  a  letter 
fhould  be  wrote  to  D’Aulney,  to  enquire  the  reafon  of  his 
having  granted  commifiions  to  take  their  people,  and  to 
demand  fatisfa&ion  for  the  wrong  he  had  done  to  them 
and  their  confederates,  in  taking  Penobfcot,  and  in  making 
prize  of  their  men  and  goods  at  the  I  fie  of  Sables  •,  at  the 
fame  time  intimating,  that  altho5  thefe  people  who  went 
the  lafl  year  with  La  Tour,  had  no  commiffion,  yet  if 
D’Aulney  could  make  it  appear  they  had  done  him  any 
wrong  (which  they  knew  nothing  of)  fatisfaftion  fhould 
be  made  ;  and  they  expefted  he  fhould  call  in  all  his  com- 
miffions,  and  required  his  anfwer  by  the  bearer.  They 
likewife  acquainted  him,  that  their  merchants  had  entered 
into  a  trade  with  La  Tour,  which  they  were  refolved  to 
fupport  them  in.  La  Tour  being  able  to  obtain  nothing 
further,  returned  to  his  fort. 

Some  of  the  province  of  Maine  going  this  fummer 
(1644)  from  Saco  to  trade  with  La  Tour,  or  to  get  in  their 
debts,  put  in  at  Penobfcot  in  their  way,  and  were  detained 
prifoners  a  few  days ;  but  for  the  fake  of  Mr.  Shurt  of 
Pemaquid,  one  of  the  company,  who  was  well  known  to 
D’Aulney,  they  were  releafed.  La  Tour  afterwards  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  Mr.  Wannefton,  another  of  the  company,  to 
attempt,  with  about  twenty  of  La  Tour’s  men,  to  take 
Penobfcot,  for  they  heard  the  fort  was  weakly  manned  and 
in  want  of  victuals.  They  went  firft  to  a  farm  houfe  of 
D’Aulney ’s  about  fix  miles  from  the  fort*  They  burned 
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1644  the  houfe  and  killed  the  cattle,  but  Wannefton  bein°- 
k;,,ed  at  the  door,  the  reft  of  them  came  to  Bofton.  ° 
,  In  September,  letters  were  received  from  D’Aulney 
informing  that  his  mafter  the  King  of  France  underftand- 
ing  that  the  aid  allowed  to  La  Tour,  the  laft  year,  by 
the  Maftachufets,  was  procured  by  means  of  acommiffion 
which  he  fhewed  from  the  Vice-Admiral  of  France,  had 
given  in  charge  that  they  ftiould  not  be  molefted,  but 
good  correfpondence  fhould  be  kept  with  them  and  all 
the  Englifh  •,  and  that,  as  foon  as  he  had  fettled  fome  af¬ 
fairs,  he  intended  to  let  them  know  what  further  com- 
miffion  he  had,  &c.  Soon  after,  he  lent  a  commiftioner, 
fuppofed  to  be  a  friar,  but  drefied  in  lay  habit,  with  ten 
men  to  attend  him,  with  credentials  and  a  commifiion  un- 
ooi  the  great  leal  of  France,  and  copy  of  fome  late  pro¬ 
ceedings  again!!  La  Tour,  who  was  profcribed  as  a  rebel 
cno  traitor,  having  fled  out  of  France  again!!  fpecial  or- 
der.  The  governor  and  magiftrates  urged  much  a  re- 
conciliation  with  La  Tour,  but  to  nopurpofe.  La  Tour 
pretended  to  be  a  Huguenot,  or  at  leaft  to  think  favour- 
of  that  religion,  and  this  gave  him  a  preference  in 
the  efteem  of  the  colony  to  D’Aulney;  but  as  D’Aulney 
feemed  to  be  eftaoiiflied  in  his  authority,  upon  propofals 
being  made  by  him  of  peace  and  friendfhip,  the  follow¬ 
ing  articles  were  concluded  upon,  viz,. 

“  The  agreement  between  JohnEndicot,Efq;  governor 
“  °f  New-England,  and  the  reft  of  the  magiftrates 
“  there,  and  Monfieur  Marie  commiftioner  of  Mon¬ 
fieur  D’Aulney,  Knt.  governor  and  lieut.  general 
for  his  Majefty  the  King  of  France  in  Acadie,  a 
£"  province  of  New  France,  made  and  ratified  at 
41  Bofton  in  the  Maftachufets  aforefaid,  October  S, 

“  1644. 

“  THE.  Governor  and  all  the  reft  of  the  magiftrates 
“  do  promife  to  Mr.  Marie,  that  they,  and  a!!  the  reft 
“  of  the  Englifh  within  the  jurifdidlion  of  the  MaflTachu- 
fets,  ftial!  obferve  and  keep  firm  peace  with  Monfieur 
D’Aulney,  See.  and  all  the  French  under  his  command 
“  in  Acadie.  And  like  wife,  the  faid  M.  Marie  doth  pro- 

mile 
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«  mife  in  the  behalf  of  Monk  D’Aulney,  that  he  and  1644 
“  all  his  people  (hall  alfo  keep  firm  peace  with  the  go- 
46  vernor  and  magiftrates  afoieiaid,  and  witn.  all  tue  in* 
habitants  of  the  jurifdidtion  of  the  IViafTachulets  afore- 
laid  3  and  that  itfhall  be  lawful  for  all  men,  both  the 
French  and  Engbfb)  to  trade  with  eacn  other ,  fo  that  if 
Ci  any  occafion  of  offence  fhould  happen,  neither  part  mall 
cc  attempt  any  thing  againft  the  other  in  any  hoftilfe  man- 
<c  ner,  until  the  wrong  be  fir  ft  declared  and  complained 
<c  of,  and  due  fatisfaflion  not  given.  Provided  always, 

**  the  governor  and  magiftrates  aforefaid  be  not  bound  to 
cc  reftrain  their  merchants  from  trading  with  their  Chips 
<c  with  any  perfons,  whether  French  or  others,  wherefo- 
ct  ever  they  dwell.  Provided  alfo,  that  the  full  ratification 
u  and  conclufion  of  this  agreement  be  referred  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the  commiftioners  of  the  united  colonies 
cc  of  New-England,  for  the  continuation  or  abrogation, 
and  in  the  mean  time  to  remain  firm  and  inviolable. 5> 

This  agreement  freed  the  people  from  the  fears  they 
were  under  of  ravages  upon  their  final l  veftels  and  out 
plantations.  La  Tour  was  fuffered  to  hire  a  veffel  to  carry 
a  fupply  of  provifions  to  his  fort ;  which  veffel  he  took 
under  his  convoy  and  returned  home*, 

Mr. 


*  The  agreement  made  with  D’Aulney  was  afterwards  ratified  by 
the  commiflioners  of  the  united  colonies,  but  he  proved  a  very  trouble- 
fome  neighbour  notvvithftanding.  In  164^  he  made  prize  of  a  veffel, 
belonging  to  the  merchants  of  Boflon  going  to  La  lour  with  provi¬ 
fions,  and  fent  the  men  home  (after  he  had  Gripped  them  of  their 
cloaths  and  kept  them  ten  days  upon  an  ifland)  in  a  fmall  old  boat, 
without  either  compafs  to  lleer  by  or  gun  to  defend  themfelves.  The 
governor  and  council  difpaiched  away  a  vefiel  with  letters  to  expoitu- 
late  with  him  upon'this  adion,  complaining  of  it  as  a  breach  of  the 
articles,  and  requiring  fatisfadion ;  but  he  wrote  back  in  very  high  and 
lofty  language,  and  threatned  them  with  the  effeds  of  his  mailer’s  dii- 
pleafure.  1  hey  replied  to  D’Aulney,  that  they  were  not  afraid  of  any 
thing  he  could  do  to  them  ;  and  as  for  his  mailer,  they  knew  he  was 
a  mighty  prince,  but  they  hoped  he  was  jull  as  well  as  mighty,  and 
that  he  would  not  fall  upon  them  without  hearing  their  cauie,  and  if 
he  fhould  do  it,  they  had  a  God  in  whom  to  trull  when  ail  other  help 
failed.  With  this  fhip  D’Aulney  made  an  attempt  the  fame  year  upon 
La  Tour’s  fort  while  he  was  abfent,  having  left  only  50  men- in  it; 

but 


*34 


THE  HISTORY  OF 


6  and  MMV  i  S  yearfl6^)  chofen  governor, 
,d  ,fr\  A  lnthroP  dcP^7  governor.  Mr.  Pynchon 
who,  living  very  remote  at  Springfield,  had  been  left  our 

of 

but  his  lady  bravely  defended  it,  and  D’AuJney  returned  difappomted 
and  charged  the  Maflachufcts  with  breach  of  covenant  in  entertaining 
,La  To“r  and  finding  home  his  lady.  They  excufed  themfelves  in  l 
letter,  by  replying,  that  La  Tour  had  hired  three  London  fhips  which 
.ay  m  the  harbour.  To  this  letter  D’AuIney  refufed  at  fir  It  to  return 
any  anfwer,  and  refufed  to  fuffer  the  mefTenger,  Capt.  Allen,  to 
come  within  his  fort;  but,  at  length,  wrote  in  a  high  drain.  de- 

revenoe*  ^Wh^T  ^  '’“T'1  which  had  been  burnt>  and  threading 
revenge.  When  the  commiflioners  met  in  September,  they  agreed  to 

lend  capt.  Bridges  to  him,  with  the  articles  of  peace  stifled  bf  them! 

o-nd  demanding  a  ratification  from  him  under  his  own  hand.  D'Aul- 

roLCT r.£amrdr  jbeir  ",effe"ger  with  courtefy  and  all  the  ftate  he 
could,  but  refufed  to  fign  the  articles,  until  the  differences  between 

them  were  compofed  ;  and  wrote  back,  that  he  perceived  their  drift 
was  to  gain  time,  whereas  if  their  mefiengers  had  been  furnifhed  with 
power  to  have  treated  with  him  and  concluded  about  their  differences, 
he  doubted  not  all  might  have  been  compofed,  for  he  flood  more 
upon  his  honour  than  his  intereft,  and  he  would  fit  flill  until  the 
pnng  expedbng  their  anfwer.  The  general  court,  upon  confidering 
this  anfwer,  re.olvea  to  fend  tne  deputy  governor  Mr.  Dudley,  Ma¬ 
jor  Demfon  and  Capt.  Hawthorn,  with  full  powers  to  treat  and  de¬ 
termine,  and  wrote  to  D’AuIney,  acquainting  him  with  their  refo- 
Juuon,  and  that  they  had  agreed  to  the  place  he  defired,  viz.  Penob- 
icot  or  Pentagoet,  and  referred  the  time  to  him,  provided  it  fhould  be 
m  the  month  of  September.  This  was  oppofed  by  fome,  as  too  great 
"  condefcenfion,  and  they  would  have  had  him  come  to  the  Er.ylifli 
fettlernent  at  Pemaquid;  but  his  commiflion  of  lieutenant-general  for 
the  King  or  France  was  thought  by  others  to  carry  fo  much  dignity 
with  it,  that  it  would  be  no  dilhonour  to  the  colony  to  go  to  his  own 
home ;  bui  it  feems  he  was  too  good  a  hufband  to  put  him/elf  to  the 
expence  of  entertaining  the  mefiengers,  and  wrote  in  anfwer  that  he 
perceived  they  were  now  in  earneft  and  defired  peace,  as  he  did  alfo 
/or  ^ls  Part’  an^  diat  he  thought  himfelf  highly  honoured  by  their 
vote  to  fend  fo  many  of  their  principal  men  to  him;  but  defired  he 
might  fpare  them  the  labour,  and  he  would  fend  two  or  three  of  his 
Bofton,  in  Augufi  following  (1646)  to  hear  and  determine,  Src0 
On  the  20th  of  September,  Meffrs.  Marie,  Lewis,  and  D’A ulney’s  fe- 
cretary,  arrived  at  Bolton  in  a  final]  pinnace,  and  it  being  Lord’s  day, 
i  officers  were  feat  to  receive  them  at  the  water  fide  and  to  con¬ 
duct  them  to  their  lodgings  without  any  noife,  and  after  the  public 
worffiip  was  over,  the  governor  fent  Major  Gibbons,  with  other 
gentlemen  and  a  guard  of  mulketeers*  to  attend  them  ro  his  honfe, 

where 
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of  the  number  of  affiftants,  was  again  reftored  -f.  The  1644 
general  court  fiiewed  a  prudent  compliance  with  the 
powers  prevailing  in  England,  and  paired  the  following 

order. 

“  WHEREAS  the  civil  wars  and  difientions  in  our  na¬ 
tive  country,  through  the  feditious  words  and  carriages  of 
many  evil  affedted  perfons,  caufe  divilions  in  many  places 

where  they  were  entertained.  The  next  morning  they  began  upon 
buftnefs,  and  every  day  dined  in  public,  and  were  conduced  morn¬ 
ing  and  evening  to  and  from  the  place  of  treaty  with  great  ceremony. 

Great  injuries  were  aliedged  on  both  fides,  and  after  feveral  days 
fpent,  an  amnefty  was  agreed  upon.  One  Capt.  Cromwell  had  taken 
in  the  Weft  Indies  a  rich  fedan  made  for  the  Vice  Roy  of  Mexico, 
which  he  gave  to  Mr.  Winthrop  :  This  was  fent  as  a  prefent  to 
D’Aulney,  and  well  accepted  by  his  commiffioners,  the  treaty  renewed, 
and  all  matters  amicably  fettled.  Jn  the  mean  time,  D’Aulney  effec¬ 
tually  anfwered  his  main  purpofe,  for  by  his  high  language  he  kept 
the  colony  from  alftfting  La  Tour,  took  his  fort  from  him,  with  ten 
thoufand  pounds  fterling  in  furs  and  other  merchandife,  ordnance 
ftores,  plate,  jewels,  &c.  to  the  great  lofs  of  the  Mafiachufets  mer¬ 
chants,  to  one  only  of  whom  (Major  Gibbons)  La  Tour  was  indebted 
2500/.  which  was  wholly  loft.  La  Tour  went  to  Newfoundland, 
where  he  hoped  to  be  aided  by  Sir  David  Kirk,  but  was  difappointec, 
and  came  from  thence  to  Bofton,  where  he  prevailed  upon  fome  mer¬ 
chants  to  fend  him  with  four  or  five  hundred  pounds  fterling  in  goods 
to  trade  with  the  Indians  in  the  bay  of  Fundy.  Hedifmiifed  the  Eng- 
lifh,  who  were  fent  in  the  veffel,  and  never  thought  proper  to  return 
himfelf  or  render  any  account  of  his  confignments.  D’Aulney  died 
before  the  year  1652,  and  La  Tour  married  his  widow,  and  repof- 
fefted  himfelf,  in  whole  or  in  part,  of  his  former  eftate  in  Nova  Sco¬ 
tia ;  and  in  1691,  a  daughter  of  D’Aulney  and  a  canonefs  at  St. 

Omers  dying,  made  her  brothers  and  fillers  La  Tours  her  general  le¬ 
gatees.  Under  them,  and  by  force  of  divers  confirmations  of  former 
grants  made  by  Lewis  the  14th,  between  the  peace  of  Ryfwick  and 
that  of  Utrecht,  D’Entremant  aforementioned  claimed  a  great  part 
of  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia  and  of  the  country  of  Acadie.  Of 
part  of  thofe  in  Nova  Scotia  he  was  poftLft'ed,  when  all  the  French 
inhabitants  were  removed  by  order  of  admiral  Bofcavven  and  general 
Lawrence. 

f  Feb.  26,  1644,  the  country’s  ammunition,  for  greater  fecurity, 
having  been  fent  to  Roxbury  to  be  lodged  in  the  houfe  of  the  furveyor- 
general,  J.  johnfon,  the  houfe  took  fire  by  accident,  at  noon  day,  and 
was  foon  blown  up,  there  being  xy  barrels  of  powder  in  it,  but  no 
other  damage  was  done.  Every  one  was  ready  to  make  their  obfer- 
vations,  one  was  pretty  obvious,  viz.  that  there  had  not  been  due 
care  taken  to  pay  for  the  powder.  Hubbard , 
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^44  government  in  America,  fome  profefifing  themfelves 
for  the  King,  and  others  for  the  parliament,  not  con- 
fidering  that  the  parliament  themfelves  profefs  that  they 
Hand  for  the  King  and  parliament  againft  the  malignant 
papifts  and  delinquents  in  that  kingdom,  it  is  therefore 
oidered,  that  what  perlon  foever  fha!l  by  word,  writing, 
or  action  endeavour  to  difturb  our  peace,  dire&ly  or  in- 
diredly,  by  drawing  a  party  under  pretence  that  he  is 
for  the  King  of  England  and  fuch  as  join  with  him  againft 
the  parliament,  fhall  be  accounted  as  an  offender  of  a 
high  nature  againft  this  commonwealth,  and  to  be  pro¬ 
ceeded  with,  either  capitally  or  otherwife,  according  to 
the  quality  and  degree  of  his  offence.  Provided  always, 
that  this  fhall  not  be  extended  againft  any  merchant 
Grangers  and  fhipmen  that  come  hither  merely  for  mat¬ 
ter  of  trade  or  merchandize,  albeit  they  fhould  come  from 
any  of  thofe  parts  that  are  in  the  hands  of  the  King  and 
fuch  as  adhere  to  him  againft  the  parliament,  carrying 
themfelves  here  quietly  and  free  from  railing  or  nourifh- 

ing  any  faftion,  mutiny  or  fedition  amongft  us  as  afore- 
faid.” 

vVe  fhall  find  the  authority  here,  acquiefcing  under 
every  change  of  government  in  England.  When  we  con- 
iider  the  dependance  of  a  colony  upon  its  mother  country, 
nothing  Ids  is  ordinarily  to  be  expeded  *. 

1  he  Indians,  this  year,  were  at  war  among  themfelves. 
MiantinomOj  the  great  fachem  of  Naraganfet,  nor  being 
able  to  unite  them  all  againft  the  Englifh,  fhewed  his  re¬ 
fen  t  merit  againli:  Uncas,  fachem  of  the  Mohegins,  and  the 
two  petty  iachems,  Pomham  and  Sachonoco,  near  Pro¬ 
vidence  ;  but  in  an  adion  between  the  Naraganfets  and 
]V!ohegins,  Miantinomo  was,  unfortunately  for  him, 
taken  prifoner.  1  he  court  ordered  ten  men  to  ferve  as 

*  Capt.  Daniel  Gookins,  who  came  to  New-England  from  Virginia, 
was  rn^de  free  the  29th  of  the  3d  month  1644.  He  was  afterwards 
an  afliftant  and  major-general  of  the  colony,  a  zealous  a£live  man,  but 
rigid  in  his  principles  in  church  and  Hate  beyond  molt  of  thofe  who 
came  firl\  from  England.  ]  find  a  perion  of  his  name,  in  Purchafe, 
among  the  principal  perfons  in  Virginia. 


a  gar- 
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a  garrifon  in  the  country  of  the  two  petty  fachems,  and  1644 
a  itrong  palifadoed  houle  to  be  built  there. 

The  commiffioners  of  the  united  colonies  interpofed 
between  the  Naraganfets  and  Mohegins,  and  by  meffen- 
gers  recommended  peace  to  both  ct  them  ;  offering,  as 
mediators  and  umpires,  to  fettle  and  determine  their  dif¬ 
ferences.  Yoncho,  fachem  of  Munhanfet  on  LongTfiand, 
came  to  the  commiffioners  at  Hartford,  and  deli  red  that 
he  and  his  people  might  be  preferved  from  all  injuries, 
profeffing  himlelf  a  friend  both  to  the  Englilh  and  Dutch, 
having  been  a  tributary  to  the  former  ever  fmce  the  Pe- 
quod  war,  and  he  and  his  people  were  received  into  pro¬ 
tection  *.  Cutfhamach,  fachem  or  the  Maffachufets  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Bofton,  having  fubjected  himlelf 
formerly  to  the  Englifh  ;  Paffaconaway  and  his  fons,  from 
Merrimack,  now  came  voluntarily  and  defired  that  they 
alfo  might  be  received  upon  the  fame  articles,  d  he  In¬ 
dians  more  and  more  acquiring  the  ufe  of  fire-arms,  the 
commiffioners,  this  year,  paffed  an  a6t,  that  no  perfon 
•  within  any  of  the  united  colonies  fhould  direftly  or  in¬ 
directly  fell  any  kind  of  arms  or  ammunition  to  an  Indian, 
under  penalty  of  twenty  for  one;  nor  any  Imith  or  other 
perfon  mend  any  gun  or  other  weapon  for  an  Indian,  un¬ 
der  the  like  penalty  f.  There  was  a  propofal  likewife 
made,  among  the  commiffioners,  for  an  exclufive  trade 
with  the  Indians,  to  be  carried  on  by  a  company  to  con- 
fift  of  fubfcribers  from  the  feveral  governments ;  each  go¬ 
vernment  to  have  a  diffin£t  committee  to  receive  fublci op¬ 
tions,  take  in  flock,  &c.  the  whole  to  be  under  the  re¬ 
gulation  of  the  commiffioners.  This  propofal  was  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  feveral  genera!  courts,  but  never  agreed 

*  By  an  a<£l  of  the  coinmiffioner  this  year,  Southampton  upon  Long 
Ifiand  was  annexed  to  the  jurifdidlion  of  Connecticut,  and  Martha’s 
Vineyard  to  the  jurifdi£tion  of  the  Maflhchufets. 

f  Some  of  the  people  of  Rhode  Ifiand  applied  to  the  commiilioners 
this  year,  that  their  colony  might  be  united  to  fome  one  of  the  other 
colonies.  The  commiffioners  approved  of  the  propofal,  provided  the 
major  part  of  the  inhabitants  fhould  join  in  the  application,  and  re¬ 
commended  to  Maffachufets  or  Plimouth  in  fuch  cafe  to  receive  them. 

to.  - 
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i  644  to.  The  Maflachufets  was  more  confiderable  than  all 
the  other  colonies  together,  and  this  alone  was  enough 
to  have  prevented  them  from  approving  of  fuch  a  mo- 

tlOf)  "" j  * . 

*645  1  he  next  year,  1 645,  a  meeting  extraordinary  of  the 

commiffioners  was  held  at  Bolton  ;  when  it  was  thought 
neceffary  to  tend  meflengers  to  the  fachems  of  Nara^anlet 
and  Mohegin  to  require  their  appearance  at  Boftont  and 
in  the  mean  time  to  lulpend  the  wars  between  the  two  na¬ 
tions.  It  feems  to  have  been  good  policy  not  to  have  in- 
terpoted  in  this  quarrel,  but  the  Englilh  were  afraid  of 
tr.e  iuccels  of  the  Naraganfets,  who,  although  they  had,  by 
an  accident,  loft  their  chief  fachem  yet  were  much  more 
numerous  than  the  Mohegins,  and  had  divers  other  ftout 
iachems,  Peflicus,  Canonicus,  and  others,  to  head  their 
armies;  and  as  the  Englilh  had  generally  efpoufed  the 
caule  of  the  Mohegins,  it  was  feared  that  as  foon  as  they 
"were  fubdued,  if  not  in  the  courfe  of  the  war,  the  Nara- 
ganlets  and  their  allies  would  fall  upon  the  plantations  of 
tne  Engbfh,  againft  whom  they  were  then  in  a  peculiar 
manner  enraged  for  the  death  of  Miantinomo  their  fa- 
chem ;  for  after  Uneas  had  taken  him  prifoner,  bein0, 
at  a  lofs  how  to  difpofe  of  him,  he  carried  him  to  Hart^ 
ford  and  left  him  with  the  Englifh  there,  who  kept  him 
unda  a  guard.  Uncas  applied  to  the  commiffioners  for 
advice.  They  gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that  Miantinomo 
ought  to  be  put  to  death  for  having  procured  a  Pequod 
to  fiioot  Uncas,  and  for  having  been  at  the  head  of  a 
confpiracy  againft  the  Englifh ;  but  they  ordered  Uncas 
to  carry  him  out  of  their  jurifdidtion,  and  to  flay  him 
without  that  torture  and  cruelty  ufually  pradlifed  by  the 
Indians  upon  their  prifeners.  This  fentence  was  executed 
accordingly,  fome  of  the  Englifh  inhabitants  accompany¬ 
ing  the  Indians  to  fee  it  performed. 

it  i  firft,  the  Naraganfets  gave  kind  words  to  the  mef- 
fengus  from  the  Englilh  governments,  but  they  lboo 
changed  their  tone  and  determined  to  have  no  peace  with¬ 
out  Eneas’s  head.  Mr.  Williams,  from  Providence,  gave 

ft  Records  of  united  colonies. 
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notice  to  the  commiffioners,  that  the  Naraganfets  would  1645 
fuddenly  break  out  againft  the  Englifh.  He  himfelf  had 
always  been  their  favourite,  and  they  had  fettled  a  neu¬ 
trality  with  the  people  of  his  colony.  The  commiffioners 
drew  up  a  declaration,  containing  the  foregoing  with 
other  fads,  which  they  apprehended  fufficient  to  juftify 
them  in  making  war  againft  the  Naraganfets,  and  deter¬ 
mined  to  raife  300  men  *  with  all  convenient  fpeed,  and 
that  40  fhould  be  difpatched  immediately  from  the  Maf- 
lachufets  without  waiting  for  the  affembling  of  the  gene¬ 
ral  court,  which  the  governor  confented  to.  The  two 
commiffioners  from  the  Maflachufets  f*  fent  to  the  majors 
of  Suffolk  and  Middlefex  for  their  aftiftance  in  raifing 
the  40  men,  and  at  the  fame  time,  left  there  fhould  not 
be  a  voluntary  inliftment,  they  fent  warrants  to  the  con- 
ftables  of  the  fix  neareft  towns,  intimating  the  neceffity, 
and  requiring  them  to  imprefs  the  40  men  and  a  number 
or  horfes  to  be  ready  in  two  days,  which  was  done  ac¬ 
cordingly.  An  attempt  having  been  made  for  volunteers 
without  iuccefs,  the  third  day  the  whole  number  were 
imprefled  and  fent  away  under  Humphry  Atherton  their 
leader,  with  lome  horfes  and  two  of  the  Maffachufets  In¬ 
dians  for  their  guides,  to  wait  at  Mohegin  for  the  Con¬ 
necticut  and  New-Haven  forces.  The  general  court  of 
the  Mafiachufets  met  before  the  forces  were  out  of  the 
jurifdiftion.  The  deputies  took  no  exception  to  the  im¬ 
prefs  of  men  upon  an  emergency,  although  they  had  no 
voice  in  it,  but  thought  it  neceffary  that  a  commiffion 
from  the  whole  court  fhould  be  fent  after  the  men  ;  but 
the  magiftrates  refufed  their  confent,  and  the  commif¬ 
fioners  oppofed  the  proceeding,  left  it  lliould  weaken  their 
authority  if  any  forces  fhould  be  afterwards  fent  out  by 
them.  A  commiffion  was  likewife  given  to  Major  Gib¬ 
bons  to  be  general  of  the  forces  of  the  united  colonies  for 
this  expedition,  and  inftrublions  were  given  him,  and 
veffels  were  preparing  to  tranfport  provifions  and  other  ' 
necefiaues.  The  news  of  an  army  of  Englifh  preparing 

.  I90j  fdimouth  40,  Connecticut  40,  New-Haven  30. 

t  Mr.  Winthrop  and  Mr,  Pelham, 


to 
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1645  to  inarch,  intimidated  the  Naraganfets,  and  brought  them 
to  fubmit  to  peace  upon  the  terms  propofed  to  them. 
Soon  after  the  death  of  Miantinomo,  the  Naraganfets 
had  lent  a  prefent  of  wampom  to  Mr.  Winthrop,  defiring 
to  keep  peace  with  the  Englifh,  and  to  revenge  their 
fachem’s  death  upon  Uncas  and  the  Mohegins.  Mr. 
Winthrop  refufed  to  receive  it  upon  thofe  terms,  but  the 
meffengers  defired  they  might  leave  it,  until  they  had 
further  advifed  with  their  fachems,  which  was  allowed  to 
be  done.  The  commiffioners  being  informed  hereof, 
thought  it  proper,  by  meffengers  of  their  own,  to  return 
the  wampom.  To  return  a  belt  received  from  the  In- 
dians,  is  looked  upon  by  them  as  the  higheft  evidence  of 
a  refufal  to  comply  with  the  propofals  made  at  fending 
it.  The  meffengers  however  departed  from  their  inftruc- 
tions ;  for  finding  the  Naraganfets  difpofed  to  fubmit, 
and  that  the  lachem  and  others  were  coming  to  Bofton, 
they  brought  back  the  wampom,  and  wrote  to  the  com¬ 
mander  of  the  Connecticut  forces  and  to  the  commander 
of  the  men  lent  from  Maflachufets,  acquainting  them 
with  the  profpect  of  peace,  &c.  This  aftion  offended 
the  commiffioners,  who  did  not  intend  the  proceeding  of 
the  forces  fhould  be  retarded. 

Pessacus,  with  two  offer  chief  men  of  the  Naragan¬ 
fets,  and  Awafequan  in  behalf  of  the  Nhnticks,  Janemo 
the  fachem  being  fick,  within  a  few  days  after  came  to 
Bofton,  with  a  large  number  of  Indians  in  their  train. 
The  commiffioners  affured  them,  that  however  the  treaty 
fhould  end,  they  fhould  receive  no  injury,  but  fhould  flay 
and  return  in  fufety;  and  then  reminded  them  of  their 
former  treaty,  by  which  they  engaged  not  to  enter  into 
war  with  Uncas  or  any  other  Indians  without  firft  ac¬ 
quainting  the  Englifh  with  the  caufe  thereof;  notwith¬ 
standing  which,  they  had  this  fummer  fevera!  times  invaded 
Uncas,  and  had  (lain,  wounded  and  taken  prifoners  feveral 
of  his  people  and  done  him  much  damage,  and  forced  the 
Englifh  according  to  their  engagements  to  fend  forces  at 
different  times  to  defend  him  ;  that  when  they  were  fent 
to  by  the  Maflachufets,  and  had  fair  offer  made,  they 

abufed 
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abufed  the  mefiengers,  threatned  the  colonies,  and  de~  *645 
ciared  “  let  who  will  have  begun  the  war  we  will  conti¬ 
nue  it  until  we  have  Uncas  his  head.” 

The  fachems  at  firft  charged  Uncas  with  injuries,  that 
he  had  taken  a  ranfom  for  Miantinomo’s  life  and  then 
flew  him,  and  they  were  loth  to  acknowledge  any  breach 
of  covenant  with  the  Englifh.  They  offered  to  make 
peace  with  Uncas  for  a  year,  or  fome  fhort  time,  but  this 
not  being  farisfaftorv,  they  defired  to  know  what  was 
expeded  from  them.  Whereupon  the  commiffioners  told 
them,  that  their  breach  of  covenant  was  the  cam's  of  all 
the  expence  which  the  Englifh  had  been  at  in  preparing 
for>  war,  and  it  was  reafonable  that  they  fhould  reimburfe 
it ;  but  the  commiffioners,  to  fhew  their  moderation,  de¬ 
manded  oniy  2000  fathoms  of  wampum  (which  was  a  fum 
far  fbort  of  their  charges)  to  be  paid  at  different  periods, 
and  that  they  fhould  reftore  to  Uncas,  his  captives  and 
canoes,  and  make  iatisfadion  for  deftroying  his  corn,  &c. 
keep  perpetual  peace  with  the  Englifh  and  all  their  allies 
and  lubjeds,  and  give  hoftages  for  the  performance  of 
their  engagements.  Thefe  were  hard  terms,  and  it  was 
with  great  reludance  that  they  finally  fubmitted  to  them  ; 
but  they  knew  that  part  of  the  Englifh  forces  was  gone 
into  their  country,  and  they  were  afraid  that,  even 
whigl  the  treaty  was  depending,  hoftilities  would  be  be¬ 
gun  ;  and  finally,  the  30th  of  Auguft  1645,  they  figned 
to  the  agreement  as  the  commiffioners  had  prepared  it, 
and  left  fome  of  their  number  *  hoftages  as  a  fecurity 
for  the  performance  of  it  f .  The  fmall  Englifh  army, 
which  was  ready  to  march,  was.difbanded,  and  the  4th  of 


,  Peflacns’s  child,  and  a  child  of  his  brother,  and  two  other  children 
or  persons  of  note.  They  attempted  to  fubllitote  three  or  four  chil¬ 
dren  of  the  meartbft  of  the  people,  but  were  difeovered.  Hex. 

„  +  1  hey  tricd  every  way  to  avoid  complying  with  the  agreement, 
ooon  after,  they  reported  that  the  Mohawks  had  fent  their  advice  to 
tuem  to  pay  no  peag,  they  would  difeharge  them  from  the  fine, 
vv  ien  1  ms  would  not  do,  tney  laid  a  feheme  for  carrying  ofF  a  num¬ 
ber  of  Englifh  children  in  order  to  redeem  their  own,  but  they  were 
afraid  to  execute  it.  Benedia  Arnold’s  letter  to  Gov.  Winthrtp ,  May 
2,9,  1.C46.  ‘  1 

%  Sep- 
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1 645  September,  which  had  been  appointed  for  a  faft,  was 
now  ordered  to  be  obferved  as  a  day  of  thankfgiving  *. 

About  this  time  there  was  another  ftruggle  for  power 
between  the  adiftants  or  magiftrates,  and  the  deputies. 
The  latter  could  not  bear  their  votes  fhould  lofe  their  ef¬ 
fect 

*  Uncas,  the  fachem  of  the  Mohegins,  was  hated  and  envied  by 
the  Naraganfets  for  his  attachment  to  the  Englifh  and  the  diflinguifh- 
ing  favours  fhewn  him  in  return.  In  1638,  having  entertained  fome 
of  the  Pequodo  after  the  war  with  them,  and  fearing  he  had  given  of¬ 
fence,  he  came  to  the  governor  at  Bofkm  and  brought  a  prefent  which 
was  at  fir(t  refufed  ;  but  afterwards,  the  governor  being  fatisfied  that 
he  had  no  defigns  againfl  the  Englifh,  it  was  accepted,  and  he  pro- 
mifed  to  fubmit  to  fuch  orders  as  he  fhould  receive  from  the  Englifh 
concerning  the  Fequods,  and  alfo  concerning  the  Naraganfets  "and 
his  behaviour  towards  them,  and  concluded  his  fpeech  with  thefe 
words :  “  This  heart  (laying  his  hand  upon  his  bread)  is  not  mine 
but  your’s.  Command  me  any  difficult  fervice  and  I  will  do  it  ;  I 
have  no  men  but  they  are  all  yours.  I  will  never  believe  any  Indian 
againd  the  Englifh  any  more.”  He  was  difmiffed  with  a  prefent,  went 
home  joyful,  carrying  a  letter  of  protection  for  himfelf  and  men 
through  the  Englifh  plantations,  and  never  was  engaged  in  hodilities 
againd  any  of  the  colonies,  although  he  furvived  Philip’s  way,  and 
died  a  very  old  man  after  the  year  1680. 

The  Naraganfets  failed  in  the  payment  of  the  wampum  ;  and  in 
1646,  meffengers  were  lent  to  them  from  the  commiffioners,  but  Pef- 
facus  their  chief  fachem  not  attending,  in  1647  the  meffage  was  re¬ 
peated,  and  he  then  pretended  ficknefs  and  fent  Ninigrate,  a  fachem 
of  the  Nianticks,  to  aft  in  his  behalf,  and  told  the  meffenger  that  it 
was  true  he  had  not  kept  his  covenant,  but  added,  that  he  entred  into 
it  for  fear  of  the  army  which  he  favv,  and  that  he  was  told  that  if  he 
did  not  fet  his  hand  to  fuch  and  fuch  things,  the  army  fhould  go 
againfl  the  Naraganfets.  When  Ninigrate  appeared,  he  afked  how 
the  Naraganfets  became  indebted  to  the  Englifh  in  fo  large  a  film,  and 
being  told  that  it  was  for  the  expence  the  Naraganfets  had  put  them 
to  by  their  breach  of  covenant,  he  then  pleaded  poverty;  but  the 
commiffioners^  infilling  on  the  demand,  he  fent  fome  of  his  people 
back  to  procure  what  he  could-  but  brought  200  fathom  only.  They 
gave  him  leave  to  go  home  rfrrd  allowed  him  further  time.  The 
whole  was  not  paid  until  1656,  when  Capt.  Atherton,  with  twenty 
men,  was  fent  to  demand  the  arrears,  which  was  then  about  300  fa¬ 
thoms.  Peffacus  put  him  off  fome  time  with  dilatory  anfvvers,  not 
fuffering  him  to  come  into  his  prefence.  Jn  the  mean  while  his  people 
were  gathering  together,  but  the  Captain  carrying  his  twenty  foldiers 
to  the  door  of  the  wigwam,  entered  himfelf  with  his  piflol  in  his  hand, 
leaving  his  men  without,  and  feizing  Peffacus  by  the  hair  of  his  head, 

drew 
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feft  by  the  non-concurrence  of  the  former  who  were  fo  1645 
much  fewer  in  number ;  but  by  the  firmnefs  of  Mr.  Win- 
chrop,  the  afiiftants  maintained  their  right  at  this  time, 
and  (March  25,  1644)  the  deputies,  not  being  able  to 
prevail,  moved  that  the  two  houfes  might  fit  apart,  and 
from  that  time  votes  were  ftnt  in  a  parliamentary  way 
from  one  houfe  to  the  other,  and  the  conient  of  both  was 
necefiary  to  an  aft  of  the  court.  This  continued  a  Ihort 
time,  without  any  further  provifion,  but  finally,  the  ma- 
giftrates  confented,  that  in  appeals  from  the  lower  courts 
and  all  judicial  proceedings,  if  the  two  houfes  differed,  the 
major  vote  of  the  whole  fhould  determine.  The  deputies 
alfo  looked  with  envy  upon  the  powers  exercifed  by  the 
magiftrares  in  the  recefs  of  the  general  court,  and  fent 
up  a  vote  or  bill  to  join  fome  of  their  number  with  the 
magiftrates,  who  fhould  receive  a  com  million  from  the 
court,  but  this  was  refufed  as  an  innovation  upon  the 
charter.  The  houfe  then  defired  the  magiftrates  would 
fufpend  the  exercife  of  their  executive  power  until  the 
next  fefiion.  They  anfwered,  that  they  muft  aft  as  oc- 
cafion  required,  according  to  the  truft  repofed  in  them. 

The  fpeaker  told  them  they  would  not  be  obeyed.  The 
court  broke  up  in  this  temper.  But,  difturbances  hap¬ 
pening  with  the  Indians,  it  was  called  together  again  in  a 
Ihort  time,  and  the  deputies  voted  that  (falvo  jure)  for 
the  peace  and  fafety  of  the  colony  the  governor  and  af¬ 
fiftants  fhould  take  order  for  the  welfare  of  the  people, 
in  all  fudden  cafes  which  may  happen  within  the  jurif- 
diftion,  until  the  next  fefiion  of  the  court.  By  agreement, 

drew  him  from  the  midft  of  a  great  number  of  his  attendants,  threat- 
ning,  that  if  one  of  them  offered  to  ftir  he  would  difpatch  him.  Pef- 
facus  prefently  paid  down  what  was  demanded,  and  the  Englifh  re¬ 
turned  in  fafety.  Ninigrate,  after  this,  began  to  ftir  up  new  troubles 
from  the  Nianticks,  but,  upon  fending  Capt.  Davis  with  a  troop  of 
horfe  into  the  Indian  country,  he  was  ftruck  with  a  panick  and  would 
not  be  feen  by  the  Englilh,  until  he  had  affurance  of  his  life,  and  then 
he  readily  complied  with  their  demands;  and  they  and  the  other  In¬ 
dians  continued  quiet  many  years,  until  by  familiar  intercourfe  and  the 
life  of  fire-arms  they  became  more  emboldened,  and  engaged  in  the  war 
in  j 67 5,  which  iffued  in  their  total  deftru&ion,  Records  of  united  c domes, 
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3  645  all  the  minifters  were  called  in  at  the  next  feffion,  in  or- 
dei  to  give  tneir  opinion  upon  the  point  in  difference* 
Fhey  determined,  that  tne  governor,  deputy  governor, 
and  affiftants  were  inverted  with  the  magiltratical  power, 
(the  nature  and  extent  of  this  power  is  left  in  the  dark,)  and 
that  they  do  not  derive  it  from  the  people,  who  were 
only  to  defign  fuch  perfons  as  they  thought  fit  for  the 
exercife  of  thole  powers.  Several  other  points  were  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  minifters  at  the  fame  time,  and  all  agreed 
to  by  both  houfes  with  fame  fmall  amendment  *. 

ihe  controverfy  between  the  two  houfes  at  this  time, 
was  occafioned  by  a  difference  in  fentiment  upon  the 
identity  of  a  fwine,  which  was  claimed  by  a  poor  wo¬ 
man  as  having  ftrayed  from  her  fome  years  before,  and 
her  title  being  diiputed  by  a  perfon  of  more  confequence, 
divided,  not  the  court  only,  but  the  whole  country. 
The  identity  of  Martin  Guerre  was  not  more  controverted 
in  r  ranee.  Pity  and  compaffion  for  the  poor  woman 
prevailed  with  the  common  people  againft  right.  At  laft, 
thofe  magiftrates  who  had  been  in  favour  of  the  other 
fide,  for  the  magiftrates  were  divided  too,  Dudley  on 
one  fide  and  Bellingham  the  other,  perfuaded  the  perfon 
who  they  fuppofed  had  a  good  title,  and  who  had  reco¬ 
vered  below,  to  relinquifh  it,  that  the  public  peace  might 
be  reftored  ff. 

Mr.  Dudley  had  the  place  of  governor  for  1645,  and 
Mr.  Winthrop  deputy  governor.  Herbert  Pelham,  Efq 
who  arrived  not  long  before,  was  added  to  the  affiftants 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Stoughton,  who  I  fuppofe  died  this 
year.  Mr.  Pelham  being  a  gentleman  diftinguifhed  by 
his  family,  eftate,  and  the  qualities  of  his  mind,  was  alfo, 
this  firft  year  of  his  a  rrival,  chofen  commiffioner  for  the 
united  colonies,  Mr.  Winthrop  being  the  ether. 

*  Maff.  Record?.  +  MS. 

t  t  Mr.  Pelham  was  of  the  fame  family  with  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Newcaille.  He  tarried  but  a  few  years  in  New-England.  It  appears 
by  letters  from  England,  that  in  1650  he  lived  upon  his  eflate  in  the 
country  there.  He  was  intruded  by  the  colony  in  their  affairs  in  Eng¬ 
land,  relative  to  an  encouragement  for  propagating  the  golpel  among 
the  Indians,  and  was  a  great  promoter  of  that  vvoik. 
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In  1646,  Mr.  Winthrop  was  chofen  governor,  and  Mr.  1646 
Dudley  deputy  governor  ;  Mr.  Endicoc  and  Mr.  Pelham 
commiffioners  *. 

A  great  difturbance  was  caufed  in  the  colony,  this 
year,  by  a  number  of  perfons  oi'  figure,  but  of  different 
fentiments,  both  as  to  civil  and  eccleliarbcal  government, 
from  the  people  in  general.  William  VafTal,  as  we  have 
obferved,  came  over  with  the  firft  patentees  and  was  one 
of  the  affi  Hants  in  1630,  but  foon  after  returned  to  Eng¬ 
land,  and  in  the  year  1635  came  back  to  New-England 
and  fettled  at  Scituate  in  the  colony  of  New-Plimouth. 

He  was  a  gentleman  of  a  pleafint  affable  difpolkion,  but 
always  oppofite  to  the  gpvtrnmenc  both  in  the  Maffia- 
chufets  and  Plimouth.  Scituate  in  Plimouth  is  conti¬ 
guous  to  Id  in  4  ham  in  the  MafiTchufets,  and  Mr.  VafTal 
had  much  influence  in  the  latter  colony  as  well  as  the  for¬ 
mer,  and  had  laid  a  lcheme  for  petitions  of  fuch  as  were 
non  freemen  to  the  courts  of  both  colonies,  and  upon 
the  petitions  being  refufed,  to  apply  to  the  parliament, 
pretending  they  were  fubjefted  to  an  arbitrary  power, 
extrajudicial  proceedings,  &c.  The  two  firft  of  the 
Mafiachufets  petitioners  were  Samuel  Maverick  and  Ro¬ 
bert  Child.  Mr.  Maverick,  being  in  the  colony  at  the 
arrival  of  the  charter,  was  made  a  freeman  before  the 
law  confining  freedom  to  fuch  only  as  were  members  of 
churches  was  in  force,  but,  being  an  epifcopalian,  had 
never  been  in  any  office.  Child  was  a  young  gentle¬ 
man*  juft  before  come  from  Padua,  where  he  ftudied 
phyfic,and  as  was  reputed,  had  taken  the  degree  of  dodor. 

The  principal  things  complained  of  by  the  petitioners 
were, 

ift.  That  the  fundamental  laws  of  England  were  not 
owned  by  the  colony  as  the  bafis  of  their  government 
according  to  patent. 

*  The  commiffioners  hitherto  had  been  chofen  by  the  aitembly,  but 
they  being  general  officers,  the  freemen  challenged  a  right  of  chuftng 
them,  and  the  rather,  becaufe  fome  of  the  depaties  had  feme  times 
been  chofen,  which  was  not  agreeable  to  the  commiffioners  of  the 
other  governments  nor  to  the  freemen  themfelves. 
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646  2d.  T he  denial  of  chofe  civil  privileges,  which  the  Free¬ 

men  of  the  jurifdidtion  enjoyed,  to  fuch  as  were  not  mem¬ 
bers  of  churches  and  did  not  take  an  oath  of  fidelity  de¬ 
viled  by  the  authority  here  *,  although  they  were  freeborn 
Englifhmen  of  fober  lives  and  converfation,  &c. 

3d.  That  they  were  debarred  from  chriftian  privi¬ 
leges,  viz.  the  Lord’s  fupper  for  themfelves,  and  bap- 
tifm  for  their  children,  unlefs  they  were  members  of  fome 
of  the  particular  churches  in  the  country,  though  other- 
wife  fober,  righteous  and  godly,  and  eminent  for  know¬ 
ledge,  not  fcandalous  in  life  and  converfation,  and  mem¬ 
bers  of  churches  in  England. 

And  they  prayed,  that  civil  liberty  and  freedom  might 
be  forthwith  granted  to  all  truly  Englifh,  and  that  all 
members  of  the  church  of  England  or  Scotland,  not 
fcandalous,  might  be  admitted  to  the  privileges  of  the 
churches  of  New-Rngland ;  or,  if  thefe  civil  and  religious 
liberties  were  refufed,  that  thev  might  be  freed  from  the 
heavy  taxes  impofed  upon  them,  and  from  the  impreffes 
made  of  them  or  their  children  or  fervants  into  the  war ; 
and  if  they  failed  of  red rds  there,  they  Ihould  be  under 
a  neceffity  of  making  application  to  England  to  the  ho¬ 
nourable  houfes  of  parliament,  who  they  hoped  would 
take  their  fad  condition  into  confideration,  provide  able 
minifters  for  them,  New-Engiand  having  none  fuch  to 
fpare,  or  eife  tranfport  them  to  fome  other  place,  their 
eftates  being  wafted,  where  they  may  live  like  chriftians, 
&c.  But  if  their  prayer  flhould  be  granted,  they  hoped 
to  fee  the  then  contemned  ordinances  of  God  highly 
prized  ^  the  gofpel,  then  dark,  break  forth  as  the  fun  ; 
chriftian  charity,  then  frozen,  wax  warm  ;  jealoufy  cf  ar¬ 
bitrary  government  banifhed ;  ftrife  and  contention  abated ; 
and  ail  bufinefs  in  church  and  ftate,  which  for  many  years 
had  gone  backward,  fuccefsfully  thriving,  &c. 

The  court,  and  great  part  of  the  country,  were  much 
offended  at  this  petition.  A  declaration  was  drawn  up 

*  A  motion  was  made  in  the  court,  in  the  year  1645,  that  all  freemen 
fhoiildbe  required  to  take  the  national  covenant  in  conformity  to  the  prac¬ 
tice  in  England;  but  it  vvas  thought  convenient  to  refer  the  conlider- 
ation  of  this  motion.  MS,  I  do  not  find  it  to  have  been  reallumed. 

and 
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and  publifhed  by  order  of  court,  in  anfwer  to  the  petition,  1646 
and  in  vindication  of  the  government-,  a  proceeding  which 
at  this  day  would  not  appear  for  the  honour  of  the  fupreme 
authority.  A  parallel  was  attempted  between  the  funda¬ 
mental  laws  of  England  and  thofe  of  the  colony,  which  in 
fome  parts  of  it  is  liable  to  exception.  The  petitioners 
were  required  to  attend  the  court.  They  urged  their 
right  of  petitioning.  They  were  told,  they  were  not  ac- 
cufed  of  petitioning  but  of  contemptuous  and  feditious  ex- 
preffions,  and  were  required  to  find  iureties  for  their  good 
behaviour,  &c.  A  charge  was  drawn  up  againft  them  in 
form;  notwithftanding  which,  it  was  intimated  to  them, 
that  if  they  would  ingenioufiy  acknowledge  their  offence 
they  fhould  be  forgiven  ;  but  they  refufed,  and  were  fined 
fome  in  larger,  fome  in  leffer  fums,  two  or  three  of  the  . 
magiftrates  diffenting,  Mr.  Bellingham  *  in  particular  de¬ 
firing  his  diffent  might  be  entred.  The  petitioners  claimed 
an  appeal  to  the  commiffioners  for  plantations  in  England, 
but  it  was  not  allowed.  Some  of  them  refolved  to  go 
home  with  a  complaint.  Their  papers  were  feized,  and. 
among  them  was  found  a  petition  to  the  right  honourable 
the  Earl  of  Warwick,  &c.  commiffioners,  from  about 
five  and  twenty  non-freemen,  for  themfclves  and  many 
thoufands  more,  in  which  they  reprefent,  that  from  the 
pulpits  f  they  had  been  reproached  and  branded  with  the 
names  of  deftroyers  of  churches  and  commonwealths, 

called 


*  Mr.  Winthrop,  who  was  then  deputy  governor,  was  a&ive  in  the 
profecution  of  the  petitioners,  and  the  party  in  favour  of  them  had  io 
much  intereft  as  to  obtain  a  vote  to  require  him  to  anfwer  in  publick 
to  the  complaints  againft  him.  Doctor  Mather  fays,  he  was  nioft  ir¬ 
regularly  called  forth  to  an  ignominious  hearing  before  a  vaft  alTembly, 
to  which,  “  with  a  fagacious  humility”  he  confented,  although  he 
fnewed  how  he  might  have  refufed  it.  1  he  refalt  of  the  hearing  was 
that  he  was  honourably  acquitted,  & c. 

f  This  refers  to  a  fermon  preached  by  Mr.  Cotton  on  a  faft  day,  an 
extract  from  which  is  publifhed  in  the  Magnalia,  B.  III.  p-  29.  wherein 
he  denounces  the  judgments  of  God  upon  fuch  of  his  hearers  as  were 
then  going  to  England  with  evil  intentions  againft  the  country,  which 
judgments  the  author  obferves  they  did  not  efcape.  One  of  the  peti¬ 
tioners  hath  obferved  on  the  other  fide,  that  Mr.  Window  s  horfe  died. 
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164 'ltd1  wma°^  Jud3feS’  fons  of  Korah,  &c.  and  the 
JLord  .ntfeated  to  confound  them,  and  the  people  and 

forwarcfto'tf Irfed  Up,afinft  them  by  thofe  who  were  too 

fent  fo?ro  °Ut  CalJ,nSs’  fo  that  they.had  been 

r  p  .  C0UI  l’  ancl  '°me  of  them  committed  for  re- 

i  -mng  to  give  two  hundred  pounds  bond  to  Hand  to  the 
enrence  of  the  court,  when  Si  their  crime  was  a  petition 

hf  o  ,  T’  xl  lud  bcen  ****>,  ufed  as  1Mle- 
factors, ^cvc.  as  hey  then  proceed  to  pray, 

fn  \il:  iHf°R  fe“.ied  cl’urches  in  New-EngJand,  according 
to  lIic  reroimation  of  j^ngltind »  ^ 

2d.  That  the  laws  of  England  may  be  eftabli/hed,  &c. 

,3^  a  r  ail  En§lifll  freeholders  may  enjoy  fuch  pri- 

V  Urges  tnere,  as  in  England  and  the  other  plantations. 

4  h’.  3  HAT  a  Se,ieral  governor,  or  fome  honourable 
commiffioners  may  be  appointed,  &c. 

5tn.  I  HAT  the  oath  of  allegiance  may  be  taken  by  all 
ana  otner  covenants  which  the  parliament  (hall  think  moft 
convenient  and  add  their  prayer,  that  their  petition,  for 
which  they  had  been  punifhed,  may  be  considered,  and 
that  ceitam  queries  may  be  refolved,  as. 

Whether  the  patent  of  the  Maffachufets  wasconfirmed 
by  parliament,  and  whether  it  was  not  necelfary  it  fbould  be 

Whether  the  court  may  forfeit  their  charter,  &c  " 

Whether  if  treafon  be  uttered  in  the  pulpit  or  in  the 
coun  and  not  queftioned,  the  court  do  not  confent  &c. 

Whether  it  be  not  high  treafon,  as  well  in  New-Enp-- 
ianu  as  in  Ireland,  to  endeavour  to  fubvert  the  funda¬ 
mental  laws  of  England,  to  take  away  the  liberties  of  the 
Engnln  nation,  to  fay  the  Maffachufets  is  a  free  ftate  &c. 

Whether  the  oath  or  allegiance  and  the  covenant  be 
not  binding  there. 

Whether  all  Englilh  inhabitants,  having  lands,  are 
not  freemen.  ° 

in  his  journey  to  Bolton  in  order  to  take  paffage  to  London,  &c.  It 
rnay  be  of  fcrvice  to  the  world  to  record  fignal  inftances  of  divine 
j>iugoiw..to  upon  heinous  offenders  agamft  religion  and  morality.  When 

1, T  7  ^|lrit  or  .)130tl7 _ prevails,  common  accidents  are  often  conftrued 
extraordinary  mterpolitjons  of  Providence. 

Whether 


MASSAC  HUSETS-BAY. 


149 

Whether  the  court  hath  power  to  confine  in  prifon,  1646 
banifh,  impofe  cenfures,  imprefs  perfons  and  goods  for 
an  0 fife n five  war,  &c. 

Whether  the  minifters  may  publickly  vilify  the 
Englifh  nation,  laws,  &c.  and  not  be  queftioned. 

Whether  the  petitioners  ought  to  be  hindered  from 
fettling  in  a  church  way,  according  to  the  churches  in 
England,  &c. 

Mr.  Window*,  who  had  been  chofen  agent  for  the 
colony  to  anfwer  to  Gorton’s  complaint,  was  now  inftrudted 
to  make  defence  againft  thefe  petitioners  ;  and  by  his  pru¬ 
dent  management,  and  the  credit  and  efteem  he  was  in 
with  many  of  the  members  of  parliament  and  principal 
perfons  then  in  power,  he  prevented  any  prejudice  to  the 
colony  from  either  of  thefe  applications. 

In  1647  and  1648,  the  fame  governor  and  deputy  go-  1647 
vernor  were  continued,  and  the  firft  of  thefe  years  Ro-  1648 
bert  Bridgesf  was  added  to  the  affiftants.  The  number 
of  males,  in  each  of  the  four  colonies,  being  carried  in  to 
the  commiffioners  in  theyear  1647,  in  order  to  proportion 
the  fum  of  1043 1.  10  s.  id.  expended  for  the  general  fer- 
vice,  it  appeared  that  the  Maffachufets  part  or  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  fum  was  670  1.  3s.  4c!.  Plimouth’s  128 1. 

13s.  4cl.  Conne&icuc’s  140 1.  2  s.  3  d.  and  New-Ha- 
ven’s  104I.  ns.  J. 

Mr.  C'oddington  and  Mr.  Partridge,  in  behalf  of  the  co- 
lony  of  Rhode  ifland,  prefented  a  requeft  tothecommif- 
fioner’s  at  Plimouth  in  the  year  1648,  to  be  received  into 
the  confederacy  with  the  other  united  colonies  of  Nesv- 
England.  The  commiffioners  returned  an  anlvver  as 
follows.  “  In  as  much  as  your  prefent  ftate  and  con¬ 
dition  is  full  of  confufion  and  danger,  having  much 
“  difturbance  among  yourfelves,  and  no  fecurity  from  the 
Indians,  the  commiffioners  defire  therefore  in  feveral 

f  ciers  and  Mr.  v/eld  were  difniifTed  from  the  agency  and 
defired  to^return  home,  but  both  of  them  chofeto  remain  in  England. 

h  Ail  I  find  of  bridges  is,  “  that  he  was  an  inhabitant  of  Lyn,  a 
magistrate  of  ante  parts,  and  forward  to  improve  them  for  the  glory  of 
.  C?od  and  the  good  of  his  people,” 

+  Rec.  unit.  col. 
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4t  rcifpfftj  \°  ai‘ord  botl1  acivice  and  help  ;  but  upon  pe- 

„  ‘u  °J  Vnf^en' -patent  granted  to  New-PJimouth, 
tt  ey  find  Rhone  Ifland,  upon  which  your  plantations 
re  fettled,  to  fall  within  their  line  and  bounds,  which 
v-  honourable  committee  of  parliament  do  not  think 
lit  to  ftraiten  or  infringe,  nor  may  we.  If  therefore 
“  yourfelves  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  moft  confiderable 
Pai c  °*  tneni5  upon  a  due  confideration  of  Plimouth 
patent  and  light,  acknowledge  yourfelves  within  that 
“  jurifdidlion,  we  (hall  confider and  advife  how  you  may 
"  be  accepted  upon  juft  terms*,  and  with  tender  refpecfts 
to  your  convenience,  and  (hall  after  afford  you  the  fame 
“  advice,  protection  and  help  which  other  plantations  with¬ 
in  the  united  coionies  enjoy,  which  we  hope  in  fundry 
refpeds  may  tend  to  your  comfort  and  fafety  -f\” 

I^he  fiift  inftance,  I  find,  of  any  perfon  executed  for 
witchcraft  was  in  June  1648.  Margaret  Jones  of  Charles¬ 
town  was  mdifted  lor  a  witch,  found  guilty  and  executed* 
She  was  charged  with  having  fuch  a  malignant  touch, 
that  if  fiie  laid  her  hands  upon  man,  woman  or  child  in  an¬ 
ger,  they  were  ieized  prefently  with  deafnefs,  vomiting  or 
othci  ficknefs  or  fome  violent  pains.  The  hufband  of  the 
woman,  after  file  was  executed,  had  taken  his  paffage  in  a 
fhip,  which  lay  in  Charles  river  bound  to  Barbados,  well 
baliafted,  but  with  80  horfes  aboard,  and  being  obferved 
to  rowl  on  a  fudden,  as  if  fhe  would  have  overfet,  an  offi- 

*  Plimouth  would  have  been  foon  fwallowed  up  in  Rhode  ifland, 
from  the  great  fuperiority  of  the  latter.  Refides,  the  principles  of  the 
people  of  the  two  colonies  were  fo  different,  that  ajun&ion  mull  have 
rendered  both  miferable. 

f  An  epidemical  ficknefs  pafled  through  the  continent  in  the  year 
3647.  Englifh,  French,  Dutch  and  Indians  were  feized  with  it.  It  be¬ 
gan  with  a  cold  accompanied  with  a  light  fever.  Such  as  bled  or  ufed 
cooking  drinks  generally  died;  thofe  who  ufed  cordials  and  {length¬ 
ening  things  generally  recovered.  It  extended  to  the  Weft-Indies. 
In  Barbados  and  St.  Chriftophers  each,  live  or  fix  thoufand  died. 
It  was  accompanied  there  with  a  great  drought,  which  caufed  an  ex¬ 
treme  fcarcity  of  all  kinds,  and  occafioned'a  demand  for  Nevv-Eng- 
land  produce  greater  than  had  ever  been  known  before.  Hubbard . 
A  general  diforder  of  this  kind  has,  at  feveral  different  periods  fince, 
prevailed  and  pafled  through  the  continent,  and  in  fome  inflances 
about  the  fame  time  it  has  extended  as  far  as  Europe. 
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cer  was  fent  with  a  warrant  to  apprehend  the  man,  and  1648 
after  he  wascommitted  topi  ifon  the  fhipceafedherrowling, 
which  it  is  faid  was  never  renewed  afterwards  Such 
was  the  credulity  and  infatuation  of  that  day.  Happy 
would  it  have  been,  if  this  had  been  the  only  inftance  of  it. 

Shall  we  wonder  at  the  New-England  magiftrates,  when 
we  find  fuch  characters  as  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Hale,  &c. 
foon  after  chargeable  with  as  great  delufion  ? 

In  the  beginning  of  1649*  (March)  died  Mr.  Win-  1649 
throp,  the  father  of  the  country,  in  the  63d  year  of  his  age. 

His  death  caufed  a  general  grief  through  the  colony.  He 
fpent  his  eftate  and  his  bodily  ftrength  in  the  public  fer- 
vice,  although  he  was  remarkable  for  his  temperance,  fru¬ 
gality  and  oeconomy.  His  virtues  were  many,  his  errors 
few,  and  yet  he  could  not  efcape  calumny  and  detraction, 
which  would  fometimes  make  too  great  animpreffion  upon 
him.  He  was  of  a  more  catholic  fpirit  than  fome  of  his 
brethren,  before  he  left  England,  but  afte*  wards  he  grew 
more  contracted,  and  was  difpofed  to  lay  too  great  ftrefs 
upon  indifferent  matters.  He  firft  propofed  leaving  off 
the  cuftom  of  drinking  one  to  another,  and  then  procured 
a  law  to  prohibit  it.  He  purfued,  with  great  vehemence, 

Mr.  Vane’s  adherents.  He  might  have  fome  political 
views  mixed  with  this  inftance  of  his  zeal.  Some  writers 
fay,  that  upon  his  death-bed,  when  Mr.  Dudly  preffed  him 
to  fign  an  order  of  banifhmentof  an  heterodox  perfon,  he 
refufed,  faying,  tc  he  had  done  too  much  of  that  work 
already.5’  Mr.  Endicot  fucceeded  him  in  the  placeof  gover¬ 
nor,  and  Mr.  Dudley  took  the  place  of  deputy  governor. 

1  fancy  that  about  this  time  the  fcrupulofity  of  the  good 
people  of  the  colony  was  at  the  height.  Soon  after  Mr. 
Winthrop’sdeath,  Mr.  Endicot,  the  mofl  rigid  of  any  of  the 
magiftrates,  being  governor,  he  joined  with  the  other 
affiitants  in  an  affociation  againft  long  hairf. 

In 

J  Hubbard, 

*  Mr.  Thomas  Shepard,  minifter  of  Cambridge,  died  the  25th  of 
Augufl  1649.  was  of  Emanuel  College  Cambridge. 

4  “  Forafmuch  as  the  wearing  of  long  hair,  after  the  manner  of 
Ruffians  and  baibarous  Indians,  has  begun  to  invade  New-England, 
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In  every  age,  indifferent  things  have  been  condemned 
as  finful,  and  placed  among  thegreateft  immoralities.  The 
text  againft  long  hair,  in  Corinthians,  as  contrary  to  the 
cuftom  in  the  apolile’s  day,  induced  our  anceftors  to  think 
it  criminal  in  all  ages  and  all  nations,  and  to  look  upon  it 
as  one  of  the  barbarifms  of  the  Indians.  I  have  wondered 
that  the  text  in  Leviticus,  <c  Ye  fhall  not  round  the  cor¬ 
ners  of  your  heads/5  was  never  brought  againft  fhort  hair. 
The  rule  in  New-England  was,  that  none  fhould  wear  their 
hair  below  their  cars.  In  a  clergyman  it  was  faid  to  be  the 
greater  offence ;  they  were  in  an  efpecial  manner  required 
to  go  patentibus  auribus.  A  few  years  before,  tobacco 
was  prohibited  under  a  penalty,  and  the  fmoak  of  it,  in 
fome  manufcripts  is  compared  to  the  fmoak  of  the  bot- 
tomiefs  pit.  Some  of  the  clergy  fell  into  the  praftice  of 
fmoaking,  and  tobacco  by  an  aft  of  government  “was  fet 
at  liberty.’3  In  England,  perriwigs  came  into  ufe  foon  after 
the  reftoration.  In  New-England,  they  were  an  eye-fore 
for  thirty  years  after,  and  did  not  generally  obtain  until 
about  the  time  of  the  revolution;  and,  even  then,  the  ex¬ 
contrary  to  the  rule  of  God  s  word,  which  fays  it  is  a  fhame  for  a  man 
to  wear  long  hair,  as  alfo  the  commendable  cuftom  generally  of  all  the 
godly  of  our  nation,  until  within  this  few  years. 

We  the  magiftrates  who  have  fubfcribed  this  paper  (for  the  (hewing 
of  our  own  innocency  in  this  behalf)  do  declare  and  manifeft  our  dif- 
1  ike  and  deteftation  againft  the  wearing  of  fuch  long  hair,  as  againft  a 
thing  uncivil  and  unmanly,  whereby  men  doe  deforme  themfelves,  and 
offend  fober  and  modeft  men,  and  doe  corrupt  good  manners.  We  doe 
therefore  earneftiy  entreat  ail  the  elders  of  this  jurifdi&ion  (as  often  as 
they  fnall  fee  caufe  to  manifeft  their  zea1  againft  it  in  their  publike  ad- 
mmiftrations,  and  to  take  care  that  the  members  of  their  refpedtive 
churches  be  not  defiled  therewith ;  that  fo,  fuch  as  fhall  prove  obftinate 
and  will  not  reforme  themfelves,  may  have  God  and  man  to  witnefs 
againft  them.  The  third  month  10th  day  1649. 

jo.  Endicott,  governor 
Tho.  Dudley,  dep.  gov* 
Rich.  Bellingham 
Richard  Saltonftall 
Jncreafe  Nowell 
William  Hibbins 
Thomas  Flint 
Rob.  Bridges 

(Harvard  College  Rear  it.)  Simon  L’ndflreet. 

ample 
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ample  and  authority  of  Dr.  Owen,  Dr.  Bates,  Mr.  Alfop,  1649 
Mr.  Mede  and  other  non-conforming  minifters  in  Eng¬ 
land,  befides  Spanhemius  and  other  foreign  proteflant 
divines,  who  wore  wigs,  were  necefiary  to  remove  all 
fcruples  concerning  them.  Beards  were  left  off  early  in 
New-England,  and  about  the  fame  time  they  were  in 
Old.  Leveret  is  the  firft  governor  who  is  painted  with¬ 
out  a  beard.  He  laid  it  afide  in  Cromwell’s  court. 

A  dispute  between  the  colonies  of  the  Maffachufets  and 
Connecticut,  which  began  feveral  years  before,  was  this 
year  brought  to  an  end.  A  dutyi~  had  been  laid  by 
Connecticut,  upon  all  goods  which  were  carried  out  of 
the  river,  for  the  maintaining  Saybrook  fort  at  the  mouth 
of  it.  The  inhabitants  of  Springfield,  being  within  the 
Maffachufets  province,  refufed  to  fubm.it  to  the  payment 
of  this  duty.  Connecticut,  in  1646,  laid  the  cafe  before 
the  commiffioners  of  the  united  colonies,  or  rather  thofe 
of  Plymouth  and  New- Haven,  the  other  two  being  par¬ 
ties,  the  confideration  whereof  was  referred  to  the  next 
meeting  in  1647,  when  the  Maffachufets  urged,  “  That 
Connecticut  had  no  authority  to  lay  a  tax  upon  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  another  colony  *,  that  the  fort  was  of  no  ufe  to 
them;  that  a  demand  of  this  tax  had  hindred  the  union 
for  feveral  years;  that  the  Maffachufets  firft  took  poffcf- 
fion  of  the  river  and  planted  there,  and  had  been  at  great 
•expence,  nexer  expecting  this  tax-,  that  the  Maffachufets 
people  had  as  good  right  to  lay  the  fame  tax  for  all  goods 
imported  from  Connecticut,  to  maintain  the  fort  at  Bof- 
ton.”  The  Connecticut  commiffioners  urged  c;the  prac¬ 
tice  of  many  places  in  Europe  ;  that  the  fort  was  a  fecu- 
rity  to  the  whole  river,  and  that  the  reafon  of  this  cafe 
was  the  fame,  as  il  Connecticut  fhould  be  at  any  expence 
to  maketheriver  more  navigable,  Springfield  finely  would 
not  in  that  cafe  refute  to  pay  any  part  of  the  charge.’* 

'I  he  Maffachufets  denied,  that  the  fort  was  a  fecurity 
Againft  any  velfel  of  force,  and  admitted  that  any  expence, 
which  might  make  the  river  more  ufeful  to  Springfield, 
ought  in  proportion  to  be  borne  by  the  inhabitants  thereof.55 

4  2d.  per  bufliel  on  corn,  and  10 s.  per  cvvt.  on  beaver. 
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1649  The  commiffioners  of  Plimouth  and  New- Haven  deter¬ 
mined,  that  the  tax  fhould  be  paid  until  the  next  meeting 
out  they  would  then  hear  any  further  objections  from  the 
Maffachufets  againft  it.  In  1648,  among  other  things, 
the^  Maflachufets  infifted  upon  Conneblicut’s  producing 
their  patent  to  fhew  their  authority.  Connecticut  urged 
that  the  line  had  never  been  run  by  perfons  in  behalf  of 
the  two  governments,  to  afcertain  whether  Springfield 
was  within  the  Maffachufets  jurifdidion  or  not.  "The 
commiffioners,  at  this  meeting,  recommended  the  run¬ 
ning  the  line,  and  ordered  that,  in  the  mean  time,  the 
tax  fhould'  continue.  The  Maffachufets  reprefented, 
that  Mr.  Fenwick  was  to  have  joined  with  them  in  run¬ 
ning  the  line  but  failed  them,  and  thereupon  it  was  run 
at  their  own  charge-,  by  which  it  appeared,  that  Wero- 
noke(Weftfield)  was  within  their  patent,  and  had  been 
fo  adjudged  by  the  commiffioners  notwithftanding  this, 
they  were  ready  to  join  with  their  brethren  of  Conne&icut 
in  another  furvey  if  they  would  be  at  the  charge,  as  the 
Maffachufets  had  been  before,  and  would  alfo  produce  their 
patent,  as  the  Maffachufets  had  produced  their  patent. 
Connecticut  commiffioners  denied  that  Mr.  Fenwick 
hadpromifed  to  join  in  running  the  line,  having  only  in 
general  terms  promifed  to  endeavour  to  clear  Springfield 
from  being  within  the  Maflachufets  patent-,  and  alledged, 
that  the  running  the  line  referred  to,  was  a  year  before 
this  promife,  and  therefore  propofed,  that  the  foutherly 
extent  of  the  Maflachufets  patent  fhould  be  firft  agreed 
upon  and  fettled,  and  then  at  a  mutual  charge  the  line  be 
run  by  fome  fkilful  man  chofen  by  each  colony,  &c.  that 
as  for  their  patent,  the  Maffachufets  knew  the  original 
could  not  then  be  obtained,  but  they  were  ready  to  pro¬ 
duce  an  authentic  copy,  &c. 

Upon  this,  the  Maflachufets  commiffioners,  to  the 
difhonour  of  the  colony,  produced  a  law  of  their  general 
court,  impofing  a  cuftom  or  duty  upon  the  ether  colo¬ 
nies,  of  the  tenor  following: 

ic  Whereas  the  commiffioners  for  the  united  colonies 
have  thought  it  but  juft  and  equal,  that  Springfield  a  mem- 
ber  of  this  jurididion  fhould  pay  cuftom  or  contribution 

to 
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to  the  erecting  and  maintaining  of  SeabrotJke  fort,  being  1649 
ct  no  force  againft  an  enemy  of  any  ftrength  (before  it 
was  burnt  *)  in  the  commiffioners  own  judgment  expreffed 
in  their  own  order;  which  determination  they  have  alfo 
continued  by  an  order  at  their  laft  meeting  at  Plimouth 
(though  the  faid  fort  was  then  demolifhed  by  fire  and  the 
paffage  not  fecured)  contrary  to  a  claufe  provided  on 
Springfield  behalf.  And  fora! much  as  this  jurifdiCtion 
hath  expended  many  thoufand  pounds  in  erefting  and 
maintaining  feveral  forts,  which  others  as  well  as  ourfelves 
have  received  the  benefit  of,  and  hath  at  prefent  one 
principal  fort  or  caftle,  of  good  force  againft  an  enemy  of 
confiderable  ftrength  and  well  garrifoned  and  other  wife 
furnifhed  with  fufficient  ammunition,  befides  leverai  other 
forts  and  batteries  whereby  veffels  and  goods  of  all  forts 
are  fecured  :  It  is  therefore  ordered  by  this  court  and  the 
authority  thereof,  that  all  goods,  belonging  or  any  way 
appertaining  to  any  inhabitants  of  the  jurifdiCtion  of 
Plimouth,  Connecticut  or  New-Haven,  that  fhall  be 
imported  within  the  caftle,  or  exported  from  any  part  of 
the  bay,  fhall  pay  fuch  cuftom  as  hereafter  is  expreffed, 
viz.  all  fkins  of  beaver,  otter,  moofe,  &c.  two  pence 
per  fkin,  and  all  goods  packed  in  hogfheads  or  otherwife 
ten  (hillings  a  ton,  corn  and  meal  two  pence  a  bufhel,  bif- 
cuit  fix  pence  per  hundred,  on  pain  of  forfeiture,55  &c.  -f* 

Had  the  Maffachufets  laid  a  duty  on  goods  from  Con¬ 
necticut  only,  they  might  have  had  at  leaft  a  colour,  per¬ 
haps  more  than  a  colour,  to  jultify  them  ;  but  to  extend 
their  refentment  to  the  other  two  colonies  for  giving 
judgment  againft  them,  no  excufe  can  be  framed  for  it. 

It  was  a  mere  exertion  of  power,  and  a  proof  of  their 
great  fuperiority,  which  enabled  them,  in  effeCt,  to  de¬ 
part  from  the  union  or  combination  whenfoever  they 
found  it  for  their  intereft ;  and  if  done  by  a  fingle  ma- 

*  t^le  °f  winter  1647,  the  fort  took  fire,  no  body  knew  by 
what  means,  and  all  the  buildings  and  goods  were  deltroyed,  the  da¬ 
mage  being  a  thoufand  pounds  or  more.  Capt.  Mafon,  the  com¬ 
mander,  with  his  wife  and  child,  narrowly  efcapine  with  their  lives. 
Hubbard .  1  * 

t  Records  of  united  colonies. 
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1  49  giftrate  would  have  been  pronounced  tyrannical  and  opl' 
pieffive  :  Rut  in  all  ages  and  countries,  by  bodies  or  com¬ 
munities  of  men  fuch  deeds  have  been  done,  as  mold  of 
the  individuals  of  which  fuch  communities  confided, 
acting  feparately,  would  have  been  afhamed  of. 

1  he  union  or  confederacy  had  rendered  the  colonies 
formidable  to  French  and  Dutch,  as  well  as  to  the  na¬ 
tives,  and  a  breach  at  this  time  would  have  given  great 
advantage  to  the  enemies  of  New-England  ;  the  commif- 
fioners  of  Plimouth  and  New-Haven  therefore  agreed 
upon  a  final  refuit  of  the  following  tenor,  viz.  That 
they  were  in  hopes,  according  to  the  advice  given  at  PJi- 
mouth,  this  controverly  might  have  been  happily  iffued, 
but  they  nod  that  the  Maffachufets  line  had  not  been  fince 
run,  nor  was  the  place  where  it  fihould  begin,  agreed 
upon  ,  that  the  original  patent  or  an  exemplification  there¬ 
of  is  required  from  Conncclicur,  altho3  Mr.  Hopkins  had 
offered  to  iwear  to  the  truth  of  a  copy  by  him  prefented ; 
and  that  the  Maflachufets  had  impofed  a  burthenfome  cuf- 
tom  as  a  return  or  retaliation,  not  upon  Connedficut  only3 
the  party  interefted,  but  upon  Plimouth  and  New-Haven, 
whofe  commifiioners  according  to  an  article  of  the  union 
and  at  the  rcqueft  of  the  Maffachufets  had  impartially 
confidered  the  matter  in  controverfy,  and  given  their  opi¬ 
nion  therein  ;  therefore  the  commiffioners  recommend  it 
to  the  general  court  of  the  Maflachufets,  ferioufly  to 
conhder  whether  fuch  proceedings  agree  with  the  law  of 
love  and  the  tenor  and  import  of  the  articles  of  confe¬ 
deration  ;  but  in  the  mean  time  defire  to  be  fpared  in  all 
further  agitations  concerning  Springfield  ff.3’ 

i  he  confufions,  at  this  time  in  England,  were  matter 
of  concern  and  grief  to  many  people  in  the  colonies. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  they  concurred  in  fentimenr,  in 
point  of  religion,  with  the  prevailing  party  in  England ;  but 
I  find  fcarce  any  marks  of  approbation  of  the  tragical  feene 

/  <  v 

f  Records  of  united  colonies. 

It  is  probable  the  fort  at  Saybrooke  was  foon  after  flighted  and  the 
garrifon  difeontmued,  as  we  meet  with  no  further  controverfy  con¬ 
cerning  it.  The  Maffachufets  law  was  fufoended  in  i6cot 
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bf  which  this  year  they  received  intelligence.  Mr.  Eaton,  1649 
the  worthy  governor  of  New-Haven,  in  a  le:ter  to  Mr. 
Winthrop  in  1648,  writes  thus,  ct  I  thank  you  for  your 
<c  love  and  pains  in  that  fad  but  weighty  relation  you  have 
made  concerning  the  date  of  England.  1  he  ten  con- 
fiderations  you  mention,  are  very  obfervable,  and  call 
<c  for  our  compaffion  and  prayers  for  them  that  feem  not 
44  enough  fenfible  of  their  own  danger.5’  From  Vir¬ 
ginia*  Mr.  Harrifon,  pallor  of  a  congregational  church  *, 
writes,  44  that  by  their  later  letters  they  conceive  the 
54  whole  heavens  are  overfhadowed,  the  Scots  hang  like 
44  a  black  cloud  (45000  in  number)  upon  the  borders, 

“  the  King  fled  from  the  army  to  the  Ifle  of  Wight,  the 
44  agitators  turned  levellers,  intending  to  bring  in  a  kind 
44  of  parity  among  ail  conditions,  none  to  have  above 
44  300,  none  under  10  1.  per  annum,  &cV 

A  controverly  which  had  long  fubfifled,  between  the  1650 
colony  of  New-Haven  and  the  Dutch  at  the  Manhados, 
was  fettled  by  the  commiflioners  of  the  united  colonies  in 
1650.  The  Dutch,  who  had  built  a  fmall  trading  home 
at  Hudion’s  river,  foon  after  the  Englifh  began  the  fettle- 
ment  of  New-Flimouth,  courted  a  correfpondence  and 
friendfhip  with  them*,  and,  as  a  writer  of  that  day  ob- 
ferves,  4C  gave  them  a  mefs  of  pottage  for  their  birth- 
cc  right,55  which  they  had  craftily  before  deprived  them 
off.  They  undoubtedly  had  a  defign  to  have  pofleffed 
themfelves  of  Connecticut  river,  and  to  have  prevented 
the  Englifh  from  obtaining  any  footing  there.  Thofe  of 
New-Flimouth  had  pitched  upon  a  place  for  a  houfc  in 
1632^,  when  it  was  vacant,  and  in  1 633,  ercdted  it, 

*  This  was  a  church,  founded  by  minifters  fent  from  Maflachufefs. 

Mr.  Harrifon  came  the  latter  end  of  1648  to  Bolton,  fie,  and  Mr. 

Durand  the  elder,  were  both  tequired  to  depart  the  country,  by  Sir 
William  Berkley* 4 the  governor  of  Virginia,  who  was  a  perfecutor  of 
t.xis  fmall  church,  confiding  of  1  1  3  perlons  only.  Harrifon  went  to 
England,  and  was  made  a  dodlor.  The  church  is  iuppoled  to  have 
been  aifTolved  or  fcattered,  as  there  never  was  any  fuither  account  of 
it.  liubb o yd*  4  Idem 

t  Mr.  Window's  manufcript  letter  to  governor  Winthrop,  Sept, 
x  6  5  3 , 

although 
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1050  although  they  were  threatned  by  a  party  of  Dutch  whom 
they  then  found  there.  Thofe  from  the  Maffachufets, 
in  the  years  1635  anc^  *636,  made  their  principal  fectie- 
rnent  upon  that  part  of  the  river  where  the  Dutch  had 
their  houfe*,  and  for  many  years  made  no  attempts  to 
remove  them,  allowing  them  free  liberty  of  trade  with 
Englifh  and  Indians.  The  Dutch  alfo  admitted  any  Eng¬ 
lish  to  fettle  among  them  at  the  ManhadoesE.  When 
Mr.  Eaton  and  his  company  fat  down  at  New-Haven,  the 
Dutch,  from  the  rapid  increafe  of  the  Englifh  colonies, 
were  alarmed,  and  charged  them  with  encroachments, 
although  they  themfelves  had  no  pretence  to  any  certain 
boundary,  and  would  fometimes  challenge  the  country 
from  Cape  Henlopen  to  Connecticut  river,  and  at  other 
times  as  far  as  Cape  Cod.  The  Englifh,  regardlefs  of 
this  claim,  went  on  extending  their  fettlements  to  Milford, 
Stamford,  and  other  places,  until  they  were  within  a  few 
miles  of  Hudfon’s  river.  Whether  the  Dutch  had  any 
pretence  of  title  or  not,  no  doubt  can  be  made  that  they 
would  have  extirpated  the  Englifh  if  it  had  been  in  their 
power,  but  they  were  few  in  number.  Once  indeed, 
being  pofTcffed  of  a  fhip  of  fome  force,  they  fent  her  to 
New-Haven  and  feized  a  Dutch  veffel  which  lay  in  the 
harbour  and  carried  her  away,  the  Englifh  having  no  naval 
force  nor  fortifications  on  land  to  prevent  it.  At  another 
time,  they  fet  up  the  arms  of  the  States  at  or  near  Stam¬ 
ford,  and  threatned  to  do  the  like  at  New-Haven  ;  and 
there  were  altercations  for  many  years,  firft  between  Kieft 
the  firft  Dutch  governor,  and  afterwards  Stuyvefant  his 
fucceffor,  and  Mr.  Eaton  the  governor  of  New-Haven. 
The  Dutch  had  always  reftrained  the  Englifh,  not  fettled 
among  them,  from  trading  with  their  Indians  upon  Hud¬ 
fon’s  river.  In  1648,  the  commiffioners  pafied  an  order, 
prohibiting  any  French  or  Dutch  or  other  foreigners  trad¬ 
ing  with  the  Indians  within  the  jurifdiftion  of  the  united 
colonies.  This  law,  if  carried  into  execution,  muft  have 
put  an  end  to  the  Dutch  trade  at  Hartford.  In  165c, 

*  Hartford. 

f  Mr.  Wiliet,  Baxter,  and  divers  other  families. 
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while  the  commiftioners  were  fitting  at  Hartford,  the  1650 
Dutch  governor  (Stuyvefant)  came  thither  in  order  to 
treat,  and  preferred  his  propofals  in  writing,  dated 
“  New-Netherlands  the  23d  of  September,  N.  S.3’  being 
the  day  they  were  delivered.  Ke  complained  of  the  en¬ 
croachments  at  Connecticut  river  as  \yeil  as  towards  Hud- 
fon’s  river;  of  the  reception  of  fugitives;  of  the  Jaw  de¬ 
barring  them  from  trade  with  the  Indians  ;  and  of  the 
»Englifh,  for  felling  goods  too  cheap  to  the  Indians,  and 
fo  Spoiling  the  trade,  &c.  The  commiffioners  took  no¬ 
tice,  that  his  propofals  were  dated  at  New-Netherlands, 
and  refufed  to  treat,  until  he  altered  the  name  of  the  place 
where  they  were  dated.  He  offered,  that  if  the  Englilh 
would  forbear  (tiling  the  place  Hartford,  he  would  for¬ 
bear  (tiling  it  New-Netherlands,  and  date  his  propofals 
at  Connecticut.  They  contented  that  he  (would  date  at 
Connecticut,  but  would  not  give  up  their  own  right  to 
date  at  Hartford.  After  feveral  days  fpent  in  meffages 
from  one  to  the  other,  the  matters  in  difference  were  fub- 
mitted  to  Mr,  Bradftreet  and  Mr.  Prince,  appointed  by 
the  commiffioners,  and  to  Thomas  Willet  and  George 
Baxter,  appointed  by  the  Dutch  governor.  Their  re- 
fult  was  to  be  binding  to  both  parties.  The  line,  which 
was  fettled,  ran  northerly  only  20  miles  in  length  from 
the  fea,  and  afterwards  as  the  Dutch  and  New-H  iven 
should  agree,  fo  as  not  to  come  within  10  miles  of  Hud* 
fon’s  river.  .  This  muff  be  underftood  fo  far  as  New- 
Haven  had  jurifdi&ion  *. 

T 

*  1  c 

*  Accordingly  we  find  that  the  Maflachufets,  in  the  year  1659,  fo 
underftood  it,  and  made  a  grant  of  land  oppofite  to  fort  Aurania 
(Albany)  upon  Hudfon's  river;  and  a  number  of  the  principal  mer¬ 
chants  in  the  colony  were  enterprizing  a  fettlement  and  a  trade  with 
the  Indians,  which  probably  was  laid  adde  upon  the  change  of  affairs 
in  England,  i  he  country  itfelf,  a  few  years  after,  was  recovered 
from  the  Dutch  and  granted  to  the  Duke  of  York,  too  powerful  a  pro¬ 
prietor  to  contend  with  about  bounds.  As  this  fettlement  is  the  only 
piece  of  evidence  of  any  certain  boundary  to  the  New-Netherlands, 
while  in  pofTeftion  of  the  Dutch,  it  is  difficult  to  aftign  any  fufficierk 
reafon,  why  the  colony  of  New-York  fhould  extend  further  upon  the 
colonies  of  Connecticut  cr  Maft’achufets  than  this  agreement  would 

JC  z  curry 
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650  The  fame  governor  and  deputy  governor  were  re- 
eleded  for  the  year  ,  650  *.  AP corporation  in  England, 
commuted  for  propagating  the  gofpel  among  the  Indians, 
began  this  year  their  correfpondence  with  the  commif- 
fioners  of  the  united  colonies,  who  were  employed  as  agents 
for  the  corporation,  as  long  as  the  union  of  the  colonies 
continued.  One  profeffed  defign  of  the  colony  charter 
was  the  gofpelizing  the  natives.  The  long  negleft  of 
any  attempts  this  way  cannot  be  excufed.  The  Indians 
themfelves  afked,  how  it  happened,  if  chriftianity  was  of 
luch  importance,  that  for  fix  and  twenty  years  together 
the  Englifh  had  fa:d  nothing  to  them  about  it.  The  an- 
fwer  by  the  Englifh  was,  that  they  repented  they  had  not 
done  it  long  ago,  telling  the  Indians  withal,  they  were 
not  willing  to  hear,  &c.  Some  of  the  Indians,  who  were 
taken  as  fervants  into  Englifh  families,  attained  to  fame 
acquaintance  with  the  principles  of  religion,  and  feemed 
to  have  been  affe&ed  with  what  they  had  been  taught, 

carry  it.  When  the  MafTachufets  charter  was  granted,  the  Dutch  had 
no  pofTeflions  at  any  diftance  from  Hudfon’s  river.  Any  grants  or 
patents  of  vaft  tra&s  or  manors,  made  by  the  Dutch  without  poffeffion 
or  improvement,  feem  to  be  void  both  in  law  and  equity,  and  would 
have  been  as  good  if  they  had  extended  200  miles  from  the  river  as 
when  they  extended  20.  Notwithffanding  this  fettlement,  after  the 
Englifh  were  poffeffed  of  New-Netherlands,  Connecticut  was  difturbed 
in  their  pofTeffions,  and  finally  obliged  to  give  up  their  claim  to  Long 
Jfland,  and  to  fubmit  to  a  line  of  about  20  miles  diftant  from  Hud- 
fon’s  river,  giving  an  equivalent  for  their  fettled  towns  upon  the  Sound, 
the  jurifdidtion  as  well  as  property  whereof  they  retained,  which 
Douglafs  fays,  but  without  any  authority,  did  not  originally  belong 
to  Connecticut.  The  line  between  the  Maffachufets  and  New-York 
hill  remains  controverted. 

*  Mr.  Willoughby,  a  gentleman  from  England,  Capt.  Wiggins, 
who  lived  in  Hew-Hampfhire,  and  Edward  Gibbons  were  this  year 
added  to  the  affiflants.  Wm.  Hawthorn,  thefirfl  {peaker  upon  record, 
Edward  Gibbons  was  one  of  Mr.  Wollaflon’s  plantation,  and  a  very 
gay  young  gentleman  when  the  MafTachufets  people  firft  came  to  Sa* 
lem,  and  happened  to  be  there  at  Mr.  Higginfon’s  and  Mr.  Skelton’s 
ordination  and  forming  the  church.  He  was  fo  much  affected  with 
the  iolemnity  of  the  proceeding,  that  he  defired  to  be  received  into 
their  number.  'They  had  not  fufncienc  knowledge  of  him,  but  encou¬ 
raged  him  in  his  good  intentions,  and  he  afterwards  joined  to  the 
church  in  Boll  on «  Mather , 


con- 
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concerning  their  exigence  after  death  and  with  the  fears  1650 
of  the  divine  difpleafure.  John,  the  fagamore  of  the  Maf- 
fachufets,  would  fometimes  praife  the  Englifh  and  their 
God,  “  much  good  men,  much  good  God,”  and  when, 
he  was  {truck  with  death  Tent  for  Mr,  Wilfon,  and  de- 
fired  him  to  teach  his  lbn  to  know  the  God  of  the  Englifh 
after  he  was  dead.  Mention  has  alfo  been  made  of  We- 
quafli  the  Pequod  ;  but  the  firft  inftance  of  an  Indian, 
who  gave  any  hopes  of  becoming  a  real  chriftian,  was  that 
of  Hiacoomes,  in  the  year  1 643,  at  Martha’s-Vineyard  *. 
Under  the  inftrudion  of  Mr.  Mayhew,  he  was  induced 
to  forfake  the  Indian  Pawaws,  to  attend  the  Englifh  af- 
femblies,  and,  after  fome  years,  became  himfelf  a  preacher 
to  his  own  people.  It  was  in  the  year  1646,  that  the 
general  court  of  the  Maffachufets  palled  the  firft  act  or 
order  to  encourage  the  carrying  the  gofpel  to  the  Indians, 
and  it  was  then  recommended  to  the  elders  to  confider 
how  it  might  befUbe  done.  On  the  28th  of  October, 
four  perfons,  who  are  not  named,  made  the  firft  vifit  to 
the  Indian  wigwams.  Wabun,  thefachem  f,  had  notice 
given  him,  and  many  Ihdians  were  gathered  together. 

None  of  the  Englifh  were  fufticiently  (killed  in  the  In¬ 
dian  language  to  make  a  prayer  in  it,  and  the  meeting 
was  opened  with  a  prayer  in  Englifh  ^  but  one  of  the 

*  Martha’s  Vineyard  and  Nantucket  were  not  included  in  either  of 
the  four  New-England  governments.  The  Earl  of  Stirling  laid  claim  to 
all  the  iflands,  between  Cape  Cod  and  Fludfon’s  river.  James  Korctt, 
agent  for  his  Lordihip,  on  the  10th  of  Odkober  1641,  grants,  to 
Thomas  Mayhew  of  Watertown  and  Thomas  Mayhew  his  (on,  Nan¬ 
tucket  and  two  fmall  iflands  adjacent,  and  the  2jd  day  of  the  fame 
month,  Martha’s  Vineyard  and  Elizabeth  iflands ;  and  agreeable  to 
the  opinion  of  that  day,  of  which  we  have  given  fo  many  inllances, 
grants  the  fame  powers  or  government  which  the  Maffachufets  people 
enjoyed  by  their  charter.  Mr.  Mayhew  was  called  the  governor  of 
the  iflands.  The  Puke  of  York,  after  his  fecond  grant  in  1 673,  in¬ 
cluded  them  in  his  commiflion  to  his  governors  ofNew-York.  ~  The 
grants  of  the  foil  of  thefe  iflands  could  not  vacate  the  right  of  the  In¬ 
dian  fachems  and  proprietors;  and,  I  iuppoie,  mod  of  the  prefent  in¬ 
habitants  and  proprietors  derive  their  titles  from  Indian  grants  pofle- 
rior  to  the  grant  to  Lord  Stirling,  or  to  that  made  by  his  agent  to  Adr, 
I4ayhew  and  his  fon. 

t  i  who  were  afterwards  called  Natick  Indians. 

I*  3  cum- 
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§  J5°  company,  in  a  difcourfe  in  the  Indian  tongue,  began  with 
the  moral  law  and  a  brief  explication  of  it,  and  the  wrath 
and  curie  of  God  the  juft  portion  of  the  breakers  of  this 
fav\>  and  then  informed  them  of  the  coming  of  Chrift 
Ini°  tae  world  to  recover  mankind  from  fin,  and  the  pu¬ 
nishment  of  it,  his  fufferings  and  death,  rdurredlion  and 
alcenfion;  and  that  he  would  come  again  at  the  end  of 
the  world  to  be  the  judge  of  all  men.  They  then  entred 
mto  a  f i  ee  eonverlation  with  the  Indians,  and  defircd 
them,  upon  any  point  which  they  did  not  underftand,  to 
afk  fuch  quefiions  as  they  thought  proper,  which  was 
done  accordingly  y  and  it  became  the  conftant  pradtice, 
aiter  a  fernion,  tor  as  many  of  the  Indians,  as  defired  it* 
to  Hand  up  and  propole  queftions  *  to  the  preacher, 
i  his  meeting  gave  fa  much  encouragement,  that,  on 
tn r  nth  of  November,  they  paid  the  Indians  another 
vibt  at  the  lame  place,  and  found  a  greater  number  than 
were  preient  before.  Two  other  meetings  were  held  the 
fame  fall,  and  a  particular  account  was  tranfmitted  to 
England  and  publifhed  there  with  the  title  of  “  The  day 
breaking,  if  not  the  fun  rifing  of  the  gofpel  with  the  In¬ 
dians  in  New-EnglancL”  Mr.  Window  being  in  Eng¬ 
land,  fought  to  obtain  fubferiptions  for  encouraging  the 
work.  Mr.  Ehot,  a  minifter  in  New-England,  at  the 
fame  time  applied  himfelf  with  zeal,  equal  to  that  of  the 
tniffionaries  of  the  Romifh  church  ^  but  inftead  of  adopts 

*  in  Col.  Goile’s  journal,  one  of  King  Charleses  judges,  who  at¬ 
tended  an  Indian  ledlure  in  1660,  after  13  or  14  years  inflrudtion,  he 
takes  notice  of  the  following  queftions. 

id.  In  your  text  are  thefe  words,  Save  yourfelves  from  this  untoward 
generation  ;  in  other  feriptures  it  hands,  We  can  do  nothing  of  our- 
ielues :  how  can  this  be  reconciled  ? 

2d.  /ou  fay  the  word  is  the  kvord  of  the  fpirit  by  which  their  hearts 
were  pricked.  How  fliall  I  take  and  ufe  the  fvvord  of  the  fpirit  to 
prick  my  heart  ? 

3d.  What  was  the  fm  of  Judas,  or  how  did  he  fm  in  betraying 
Chrift,  feeing  it  was  what  God  had  appointed  ? 

4th.  7  he  anfwer  to  thefe  converts  was,  Repent  and  be  baptized,  &c. 
But  ye  do  not  fuffer  us  to  be  baptized  ;  therefore  I  fear  none  of  the 
Indians  fins  are  forgiven,  and  my  heart  is  weary  with  that  fear,  for  it’s 
iaid  in  Matthew,  Whofe  fins  ye  bind  on  earth  are  bound  in  heaven. 

Eg 
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Jng  a  favourite  maxim  of  fome  of  that  church,  that  ig-  1650 
norance  is  the  mother  of  devotion,  he  endeavoured  to 
enlighten  the  underftandings  of  the  Indians,  to  draw  them 
from  their  favage,  barbarous,  and  wandering  way  of  life, 
to  civility,  government  and  cohabitation;  and  it  was  a  noted 
faying  of  his,  “  that  the  Indians  mud  be  civilized  as  well 
as  (if  not  in  order  to  their  being)  chriftianized.”  He  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  court  the  grant  of  a  traft  of  land,  to  which 
he  gave  the  Indian  name  of  Noonanetum,  (Rejoicing;) 
drew  as  many  families  there  as  he  could,  with  defign  to 
make  a  fortified  town  ;  inftrufted  them  in  their  hufbandry, 
and  excited  them  to  indudry  and  a  prudent  management 
of  their  affairs ;  caufed  fome  of  them  to  learn  fuch  trades, 
as  were  mod  necelfary  for  them,  fo  as  that  they  com- 
pleatly  built  a  houfe  for  publick  wordiip,  50  feet  in  length 
^nd  25  in  breadth,  which  Mr.  YVilfon,  in  one  of  his  let¬ 
ters,  fays,  <c  appeared  like  the  workmanfhip  of  an  Eng- 
lifh  houfewright.”  Befides  this  fettlement  at  Noonane- 
tum,  he  vifited  and  preached  to  the  Indians  at  Dorchef- 
ter  mills,  Watertown,  Concord,  and  as  far  as  Pantucker 
falls  on  Merrimack  river;  to  the  Indians  alfo  in  the  co¬ 
lony  of  Plimouth,  although  Maffafoiet  or  Oufamequin, 
and  his  fon,  difcountenanced  the  bringing  the  gofpel  to 
their  tribe.  The  Naragdnfet  fachem  treated  with  con¬ 
tempt,  a  meffage  he  fent  to  them,  but  the  Nipnets  de- 
fired  fome  might  be  fent  to  teach  them  to  pray  to  God. 
Befides  Mr.  Window,  Mr.  Pelham  and  others  forwarded 
the  collections  in  England,  and  July  the  27th  1649,  the 
parliament  palled  an  aft  or  ordinance  for  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  this  good  work  ;  the  following  breviate  whereof 
was  printed  : 

tc  Whereas  the  commons  of  England,  affembled  in 
parliament,  have  received  certain  intelligence  from  divers 
godly  miniders  and  others  in  New-Eng!and,  that  divers 
of  the  heathen  natives,  through  the  pious  care  of  fome 
godly  Englidi  who  preach  the  gofpel  to  them  in  their  own 
Indian  language,  not  only  of  barbarous  are  become  civil, 
but  many  of  them  forfake  their  accudomed  charms  and 
forceries  and  other  fatanical  delufions,  do  now  call  upon 
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10  5°  L‘AC  name  of  the  Lord,  and  give  great  teftimony  of  the 
power  of  God  drawing  them,  from  death  and  darknefs, 
to  the  life  and  light  of  the  glorious  gofpel  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
wnicn  appeareth,  by  their  lamenting  with  tears  their 
mifpent  lives;  teaching  their  children  what  they  are  in- 
ff  rudled  tbemfelves;  being  careful  to  place  them  in  godly 
families  and  Englifh  fchools ,  betaking  themfelves  to  one 
w]ie,  putting  away  the  reft ;  and  by  their  conftant  prayers 
to  almighty  God,  morning  and  evening  in  their  families, 
expreffed  in  all  appearance  with  much  devotion  and  zeal 
ol  heai  t.  All  which  confiderecl,  we  cannot  but,  in  be¬ 
half  of  the  nation  we  reprefent,  rejoice  and  give  glory  to 
God  for  the  beginning  of  fo  glorious  a  propagation  of  the 
gofpel  amongft  thofe  poor  heathen  ;  which  cannot  be 
profecuted  with  that  expedition  as  is  defired,  unlefs  fit 
ioftruments  be  encouraged  and  maintained  to  purfue  it, 
fchools  and  cloathing  be  provided,  and  many  other  ne- 
ceffaries.  Be  it  therefore  enafted  by  this  prefent  parlia¬ 
ment.  that,  for  the  furthering  fo  good  a  work,  there  fhall 
be  a  corporat:on  in  England  conlifting  of  fixteen,  viz.  a 
prefident*,  treafurer  and  fourteen  affiftants,  and  that 
William  Steel,  Efq;  Herbert  Pelham,  Efq-,  James  Sherley, 
Abraham  Babington,  Robert  Houghton,  Richard  Hut- 
chinfon ,  George  Dun,  Robert  Tom f on,  William  Mullins, 
John  Hodgfon,  Edward  Parks,  Edward  Clud,  Richard 
Lloyd  f,  Thomas  Aires,  John  Stone,  and  Edward  Win- 
flow ,  citizens  of  London,  be  the  firft  fixteen  perfons,  cut 
Ci  whom,  the  laid  fixteen  perfons  or  the  greater  number 
of  them  fhall  chute  one  of  the  (aid  fixteen  to  be  prefident, 
another  to  be  treafurer. — They,  or  any  nine  of  them,  to 
appoint  a  common  feal.  And  be  it  enadted,  that  a  gene¬ 
ral  collection  be  made  for  the  purpofes  aforefaid  through 
all  England  and  Wales;  and  that  the  minifters  read  this 
acf,  and  exhort  the  people  to  a  chearful  contribution  to 
io  pious  a  work.  Hen.  ScobelJ,  cleric,  parlia.” 

*  William  Steel,  Efq;  was  the  firft  prefident,  and  continued  until 
the  reiteration. 

f  1  luppofe  this  fhould  be  Richard  Floyd,  who  was  chofen  treafurer 
then  or  fcon  after.  Thofe  in  Jtalicks  had  been  in  New-England. 
James  Sherley  was  a  great  friend  to  PJixjioiuh  colony. 

Letters 
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Letters  at  the  fame  time  were  published  from  the  1650 
two  univerfities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  calling  upon 
the  minifters  of  England  and  Wales,  to  ftir  up  their  con¬ 
gregations  to  a  liberal  contribution  for  the  promotion  of 
fo  glorious  an  undertaking. 

The  purport  of  the  firft  letter  to  the  commiflioners, 
from  the  corporation,  was  to  acquaint  them  with  Mr. 
Window’s  determination  to  return  to  New-England, 
which  would  be  greatly  prejudicial  to  the  work,  and  to 
intimate  to  them  that  he  ought  to  be  no  fufferer  by  his 
continuance  in  England.  The  commiflioners  of  the 
Maffachufets  proposed  to  make  Mr.  Window  the  agent 
for  the  united  colonies,  but  as  he  had  gone  over  in  the 
fervice  of  the  Maffachufets  only,  the  reft  of  the  colonies 
declined  the  propofal  *,  and  all  that  could  be  obtained, 
was  a  letter,  from  the  commiflioners  to  the  corporation, 
approving  of  Mr.  Window’s  flay  in  England,  and  de¬ 
fying  that  one  hundred  pounds  fterling  might  be  paid 
him  out  of  the  collections  *,  with  a  promife,  that  if  it 
was  not  approved  of  as  a  proper  charge,  it  fhould  be  re¬ 
placed  by  the  colonies  f . 


Proposals 

*  I  cannot  find  that  either  of  the  colonies  have  ever  advanced  any 
confiderab!e  fums  for  this  fervice. 

f  Great  oppofition  was  made  to  the  colledion  in  England  ;  and  the 
converfion  of  the  Indians  was  reprefented  as  a  mere  pretence  to  draw 
money  from  men  of  pious  minds.  It  went  on  fo  llowiy,  that  an  at¬ 
tempt.  was  made  to  raife  a  fum  out  of  the  army.  Hugh  Peters  was 
one  of  the  collectors,  but  the  corporation  wrote  to  the  commiflioners 
that  he  not  only  refufed  to  pay  a  penny  himfelf,  but  difeouraoed  others 
becaufe,  as  they  fuppofed,  he  had  no  hand  in  laying  the  plan.  How- 
ever  (uch  favourable  accounts  were,  from  time  to  time,  publilhed  of 
the  fuccefs  of  the  million,  that,  when  King  Charles  came  in,  the 
corporation  was  pofiefled  of  fix  or  feven  hundred  pounds  per  annum, 
which  was  in  danger  of  being  all  loft,  being  derived  from  the  efta- 
blilhment  of  the  parliament;  but  by  the  interell  of  fome  good  men, 
o,  whom  t.ie  celebrated  Robert  Boyle  was  one,  a  new  charter  was 
ootained,  by  whicn  the  eftate  was  fecured.  Mr.  Boyle  was  chofen 
?nd  continued  many  years  the  governor,  and  the  commiflioners  of 
tiie  united  colonies  were  the  corrcfpondents  in  New-England,  until 

the 
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1650  Proposals  had  been  made  in  the  year  1648  to  Mon- 
fieur  D’Ailkbout,  the  governor  of  Canada,  for  a  free  com¬ 
merce  between  the  Maffachufets  and  that  colony.  The 

French 

the  charter  was  vacated.  After  that,  commiflianers  were  fpecially 
appo'nted  by  the  corporation,  confiding  of  the  principal  gentlemen 
of  the  civil  order,  and  of  the  clergy  in  New*England,  and  vacancies 
by  death  or  otherwife  have  from  time  to  time  been  filled  up  until  the 
prefent  time.  Perhaps  no  fund  of  this  nature  has  ever  been  more 
faithfully  applied  to  the  purpofes  for  which  it  was  raifed.  If  we 
compare  the  requifites,  to  determine  any  one  to  be  a  convert  in  Mr. 
Eliot's  eileern,  with  thofe  of  the  popifh  miflionaries,  it  is  not  flrange 
that  their  number  hath  exceeded  his.  Before  the  converts  in  New- 
England  were  admitted  to  the  ordinances,  they  were  examined  by 
feme  cf  the  magiftrates  as  well  as  miniflers.  The  confeflions  of 
many  of  them,  as  taken  from  their  own  mouths,  were  fent  to  Eng* 
land  and  printed,  and  there  approved  of:  And  although  the  mif- 
fion  began  in  1646,  it  was  the  year  1651  before  the  firft  church  was 
gathered,  viz.  at  Nasick.  Whereas,  with  the  Romifh  prieds,  the 
repetition  of  a  Pater  Noder  or  Ave  Maria,  or  perhaps  the  telling  over 
a  few  beads,  made  them  fit  fubje&s  of  baptifm.  Mr.  Eliot,  as  has- 
been  obfervedy  always  infided  upon  their  being  civilized  and  be¬ 
coming  men,  at  the  fame  time  they  became  chridians.  This  was 
Paturam  exp  ell  ere,  and  it  was  with  great  relu&ance  they  forfook  any 
of  their  favage  cudoms.  The  French  Coureurs  de  Bois,  and  others, 
married  among  the  Indians,  and  became  lavages  themfelves,  and  the 
prieds  went  into  their  country  and  dwelt  among  them,  differed 
them  to  retain  their  old  cudoms  and  conformed  to  them  themfelves. 
However,  the  number  of  Indians  in  New-Englandj  which  have 
from  time  to  time  made  profeflion  of  Chiidianity,  is  far  from  in* 
condderable.  In  1660  there  were  ten  Indian  towns,  of  fuch  as  were 
called  Praying  Indians*  (Gaffe’s  journal .)  Mr.  Eliot  mentions  a 
vifitation  he  made  in  1670.  He  w'ent  down  to  the  Indians  at  Mak- 
tepos,  I  fuppofe  what  we  now  call  Mafhpee,  where  Richard  Bourne, 
a  godly  man,  on  the  17th  of  Auguft  was  ordained  paftor  to  an  In¬ 
dian  church  which  was  gathered  upon  that  day,  and  the  Indians, 
Sind  fuch  of  their  children  as  were  prefent,  were  baptized*  From 
thence  he  paffed  over  to  the  Vineyard,  where  many  were  received 
into  the  church,  men  and  women,  and  they  and  their  children  bap¬ 
tized,  the  facrament  of  the  Lord’s  fupper  was  adminiftred  in  the  In¬ 
dian  church,  and  many  of  the  Englifh  church  defiring  to  join  with 
them,  it  was  celebrated  in  both  languages.  1  wo  teaching  and 
two  ruling  elders  were  ordained,  and  a  foundation  was  laid  for  two 
churches  mo're.  The  teacher  of  the  praying  Indians  at  Nantucket 
came  to  the  Vineyard,  and  made  report  that  there  were  about  ninety 
families  that  prayed  unto  God  in  that  ifland  ;  and  advice  was  given, 


MASS  ach  USETS-E  a  Y.  167 

French  profefied  to  be  greatly  pleafed,  and  a  correfpondence  1 650 
was  kept  up  upon  the  fubjeft  until  the  year  1650,  when 
the  French  governor  lent  an  agent  to  Bofton  in  order  to 

fettle, 

Fiat  fome  of  the  moft  godly  among  them  fhoula  join  to  the  church 
at  the  Vineyard,  and  after  fome  experience  of  their  orderly  walk, 
ffiould  iffae  forth  into  church  flate  among  themfiplves,  and  have 
officers  ordained.  The  Indians  were  very  defirous  of  having  Mr. 
Mayhew  for  their  pallor,  but  he  declined  it,  conceiving  that  he 
could  ferve  them  better  in  the  capacity  he  was  in,  of  advifjng  and 
inflrudting  in  the  management  of  their  church  affairs,  and  was  wil¬ 
ling  to  die  in  the  fervice  of  Jefus  Chrift.  Advice  was  given  for 
the  fettling  of  fchools,  and  that  all,  who  negledted  fending  their 
children,  fhould  be  liable  to  cenfure.  Mr,  Eliot  then  takes  notice 
of  the  Hate  of  the  Indians  in  the  Bay.  Natick  was  the  chief  town, 
where  moll  of  the  Indian  rulers  dwelt,  and  where  their  courts  were 
held.  There  were  two  teachers,  John  and  Anthony,  and  betwixt 
fony  and  fifty  communicants,  and  fundry  more  propofed  to  join  to 
the  church.  Punkapog  (now  Stoughton)  was  the  fecond  town  where 
the^  fachems  of  the  blood,  as  they  term  the  chief  royal  line,  had 
their  refidence  and  rights  ;  which  (in  other  parts)  as  Mr.  Elliot  fays, 
were  moftly  alienated  to  the  Englifh  towns.  I  fuppofe  the  Indians 
of  Naponfet  or  Milton  before  this  time  had  removed,  and  were  fet¬ 
tled  with  thofe  of  Punkapog,  beyond  or  about  the  blue  hills.  Their 
chief  ruler  and  teacher  was  Ahauton.  A  family  or  two  of  his  de- 
feendants  remain  to  this  day. 

Elaiiunimefut,  or  as  it  is  now  pronounced  Haifa nemifeo,  were  the 
Indians  next  in  order  of  dignity  and  antiquity  ;  from  thence  came 
fome  of  the  chief  friends  to  praying  to  God.  They  lay  upon  Nich- 
mug  river,  and  were  ftrifl  obfervers  of  the  labbath,  and  were  judged 
by  all  travellers,  elpecially  fuch  who  had  occafion  to  lodge  among 
them,  to  be  fincere  in  their  religious  profeffions.  They  had  two 
teachers,  Annuweekin  and  Tuppukkoowclin,  charaflerized  found 
and  godly  men.  I  fuppofe  thofe  who  are  called  Grafton  Indians* 
about  eight  or  ten  families,  are  all  the  remains  of  Haffanemifco. 

Ogguonikongquamefut  was  the  next  praying  town  which  bordered 
Upon  Marlborough.  The  Englifh  meeting-houfe  being  placed 
within  the  line  of  the  Indian  town,  caufed  great  difputes  and  dif- 
couragements.  Solomon,  judged  to  be  a  lerious  and  found  chrif- 

tian,  was  their  teacher.  1  fuppofe  they  are  all  difperfed,  if  not 
extintt. 

Nafhope  was  the  next.  Tahattawans  was  called  a  Sachem  of  the 
bood,^a  jhithful  zealous  Chrifiian  was  their  ruler.  Their  minifter, 

John  1  homas,  a  godly  underftanding  Chrifiian,  was  their  teacher. 

heir  town  lay  in  that  part  of  the  country  where  the  Maquas  or 
Mohawks  hunted,  and  had  been  much  molelled  and  for  a  time  was 

deferted* 


...  -  y;  * 


1 


i6S  T  FI  E  HISTORY  OF 

1650  fettle,  not  meerly  trade,  but  a  league  or  alliance,  de<* 
fenfive  and  offenfive,  between  the  government  of  Ca¬ 
nada  and  the  colonies  of  MaflTachufets  and  Plimouth  * 
but  being  informed  that  all  matters  of  that  nature  were 

left 

/ 

deferted,  but  in  1670  the  Indians  returned  and  dwelt  there,  but  are 

now  exfcind. 

Wamefut  was  another  praying  town  upon  Merrimack  river  where 
Concord  river  falls  into  it.  Their  Sachem  was  Nomphon,  a  man  of 
a  noble  fpirit.  This  place  had  been  fo  much  molefted  by  the  Mo¬ 
hawks,  that,  the  year  before,  they  joined  with  a  body  of  northern 
Indians  and  fome  of  Punkapog  in  an  expedition  againft  them,  which 
proved  unfticcefsfuh  George  was  their  teacher.  They  were  not  in 
general  much  noted  for  their  edeem  for  religion. 

Pantucket,  at  the  falls  in  Merrimack  river,  was  the  place  of  an¬ 
other  fet  of  praying  Indians.  The  Fennicook  Indians  had  come 
down  the  river,  and  built  a  fort  at  Pantucket,  and  were  great  op- 
pofers,  and  obftinately  refufed  to  pray  to  God  ;  but  beffg  concerned 
in  the  expedition  again#  the  Mohawks,  they  were  moll  of  them  cut 
off,  and  iince  that  time  the  Pantucket  Indians  were,  at  leall  federal 
of  them,  become  praying  Indians,  and  Jethro  was  fent  to  preach 
Cb rift  to  them. 

Magunhukquok,  where  Simon  was  teacher,  on  the  weft  of  Natick, 
and  Quanatuffet,  which  was  under  the  care  of  the  Haffanamilco 
teachers,  are  the  two  other  towns  mentioned.  By  this  account,  of 
Mr.  Eliot,  we  fee  the  date  of  the  chriftianized  Indians  in  1670.  The 
greateft  body  of  Indians,  viz.  Maffafoiets  or  Woofamequins,  and 
afterwards  his  fon  Philip’s  or  Metacorn’s  fubje&s,  were  ever  averfe  to 
Chriftianity,  fo  were  the  Naraganfets.  Thefe  two  nations  engaging 
In  war  againft  the  Englifh  in  1675,  had  drawn  off  fome  of  the 
Indians  of  the  praying  towns  to  join  with  them,  and  occasioned 
fears  and  jealoufies  or  all  the  reft,  which  caufed  a  great  difcou- 
ragement ;  but  the  war  being  at  an  end  in  1676,  and  the  two  other 
nations,  the  Wamponoags  and  Naraganfets,  the  great  enemies  of 
chriftianity,  being  wholly  extirpated,  the  Indians  which  remained 
In  the  Maffachufets  and  Plimouth  have  in  general  ever  Since  pro- 
feffed  to  be  Chriftians.  In  1687,  as  appears  by  a  letter  of  Dr.  In- 
crcafe  Mather  to  Dr.  Leufden  at  Utrecht,  there  were  four  Indian 
affemblies  in  Maffachufets,  befides  the  principal  church  at  Natick. 
In  Plimouth,  befides  the  principal  church  at  IViafhapee,  there  were 
five  affemblies  in  that  vicinity,  and  a  large  congregation  at  Saco- 
net.  There  were  alfo  fix  different  Societies,  probably  but  fmall, 
with  an  Indian  teacher  to  each,  between  the  lall  mentioned  and 
Cape  Cod,  all  under  the  care  of  Mr.  Treat,  minifter  of  Eaftham  ; 
one  church  at  Nantucket,  and  three  at  Martha’s  Vineyard.  There 

were 
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left  to  the  commifiioners  of  the  united  colonies,  he  re¬ 
turned  to  Canada,  and  the  next  year  two  gentlemen 
were  fent  with  letters  to  the  commifiioners,  praying  in 
behalf  of  the  French  of  Canada,  and  of  the  chriftian- 
ized  Indians  in  Acadie,  the  aid  of  the  Englifh  againffc 
the  Indians  of  the  Six  Nations,  urging,  «  That  it  was  a 
juft  war,  the  Mohawks  being  breakers  of  the  mod  fo- 
lemn  leagues,  perfidious  and  cruel ;  that  it  was  a  holy 
war,  the  eaftern  Indians  being  persecuted  and  cruelly 
handled,  becaufe  of  their  profefilng  the  chriftian  religion  ; 
that  it  was  of  common  concern,  the  Mohawks  difturb- 
mg  and  interrupting  the  trade,  both  of  Englifh  and 
French,  with  other  Indians.”  They  promifed  a  due 
conuderation  and  allowance  for  the  expence  of  the  w'ar 
If  the  Englifh  would  not  join  in  the  war,  it  was  then  de- 
iired  that  the  French  might  have  leave  to  inlift  volun¬ 
teers  and  that  they  might  be  vi&ualled  for  the  fervice  ; 
and  if  that  could  not  beobtained,  that,  at  leaft,  theFrench 
might  be  allowed  to  pafs  through  the  colonies,  by  wa¬ 
ter  and  land,  as  occafion  fhould  require.  Until  thefe 
points  were  fettled,  they  could  not  proceed  upon  the 


r  L"  3  f'X  affemb,ies  formed  into  a  church  lbte,  having  officers 
and  the  ordinances  duly  adminiftred,  and  fifteen  aflemblifs  which 

met  together  for  the  worfhip  of  God.  It  does  not  appear  that  the 
number  of  chnftians  have  fince  decreafed  by  the  return  of  the  In! 
lans  o  paganilm.  The  Indians  themfelves  arc  wafted,  and  their 
trues  or  nations  every  where  in  Maffachufets  and  Plimouth  extinfl 

except  at  Mathapee,  Martha's  Vineyard,  and  Nantucket.  At  MaS 

,  ,  and  near  k,  are  about  eighty  families ;  at  the  Vineyard  abnnr 

eighty  ;  and  at  Nantucket,  where  the  laid  year  were  ninety  families 
■here  are  now  but  fifteen  remaining.  There  is  befidp<?  I  c 

i.  ,h.  weftern  par,  of  .h. ir"  c.  led  H  rff,,, ”7 , f 
no  nave  a  fettled  Englifh  mimlter  or  miffionary  fupported  hv  rlJ 

iave  been  a  more  fenfible  diminution  of  theiJ  numbers  f  they°had 
o  from  time  to  time  received  additions  from  abroad  o  other  n  tions 

dth  t£n  rtf  nT\aS  did  ^  at  firft  incline  to  remove 

r  .  *  ^  ne,e  w,ch  a  families  at  Natick  and  Grafton  and 

t0gether  !“ttere.d  here  and  about  the  province 
-all  the  Indians  at  prefem  within  the  province  of  MaffachufiS 


treaty 
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5650  treaty  of  commerce.  The  commiflioners  having  duly 
weighed  the  propofals,  returned  an  anfwer,  in  fubftance 
as  follows,  viz. 

4t  That  they  were  willing  to  admit  that  the  French 
and  eaftern  Indians  might  have  juft  grounds,  to  their 
own  fatisfa&ion,  for  war  againft  the  Mohawks.  That  they 
looked  upon  all  fuch  Indians,  as  received  the  yoke  of 
Chrift,  with  another  eye  than  upon  others'  who  worfhip 
the  Devil  That  they  defired,  by  all  juft  means,  to  keep 
peace,  if  it  may  be,  with  all  men,  even  with  thefe  bar¬ 
barians.  That  the  Mohawks  living  at  a- diftance  from 
the  fea,  have  little  intercourfe  with  thefe  parts,  but  i'n 
the  war  the  Englifh  had  with  the  Pequods,  i 4  or  1 6  years 
before,  the  Mohawks  fhewed  a  real  refpedft  and  had  of¬ 
fered  no  hoftilities  fmce.  That  the  Englifh  engaged  in 
ro  war  before  they  had  full  and  fatisfying  evidence  that 
it  was  juft,  nor  before  peace,  upon  juft  terms,  had  been  of¬ 
fered  and  refufed.  That  the  Mohawks,  not  being  lubjedt 
to  them,  nor  in  league  with  them,  they  could  not  require 
an  account  of  their  proceedings,  and  had  no  means  of 
information  what  they  had  to  fay  for  themfelves.  That 
to  make  war  with  the  Mohawks,  would  expole  the  In¬ 
dians  who  were  neighbours  to  the  Englifh,  fome  of 
whom  profefled  chriftianity,  &c.  That  although  they 
were  ready  to  perform  all  neighbourly  offices  of  righte- 
oufnefs  and  peace  to  the  French  colony,  yet  they  could 
neither  permit  volunteers  to  be  taken  up,  nor  the  French 
and  eaftern  Indians  to  pafs  thro5  the  Englifh  jurifdidtion 
to  invade  the  Mohawks,  left  they  fhould  expole,  not  the 
Indians  only,  but  the  fmaller  Englifh  plantations  to  dan¬ 
ger.  That  the  Englifh  were  much  diiTatisfied  with  that 
mifchievous  trade  the  French  and  Dutch  have  had  and  ftill 
continue,  by  felling  guns,  powder  and  fhot  to  all  the  In¬ 
dians,  which  rendered  them  infolent,  &c.  That  if  all 
other  difficulties  were  removed,  yet  they  had  no  luch  Short 

*-  But  fuch  Indians  have  generally  been  taught  to  treat  the  Englifh, 
as  heretics,  with  greater  cruelty,  and  it  has  been  made  more  meri¬ 
torious  to  extirpate  them  than  if  they  had  been  infidels  or  the  wont  of 
idolaters.  v 

and 
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and  convenient  paffiage,  either  by  land  or  water,  as  mi^ht  i6-o 
be  had  by  Hudfon’s  river,  to  and  beyond  Alania  for 
poffelTed  by  the  Dutch.  .That  the  commiffioners  con¬ 
ceived  the  French  deputies  might  proceed  to  fettle  a 
trade  ;  but  if  they  thought  proper  to  limit  it  under  fuch 
teftriddons,  ,a  fitter  leafon  for  thele  treaties  muff  be  at-  ' 
tended,  which  the  commiffioners  would  readily  improve 
whenfoever  it  prefented.”  ^ 

The  college  at  Cambridge  became  more  and  more  an 
objed  of  attention,  and  in  the  year  1650  was  made  a 

body  corporate,  by  ad  of  the  general  court,  and  received 
s  charter  under  the  feal  ofythe  colony  * 

Mr, 


c'"arter,the  colleSe  wss  governed  until  the  year 
*68”,  wil^n  the  ^ony  charter  was  vacated  ;  faving  that  in  i6-’o  by 
anoruerof  the  general  court,  fome  addition  was  made  to  thenum- 

ln  \  u  C°,rPorat,on'  Mr.  Dudley  (who  was  a  (on  of  the 
college)  when  he  received  a  commiilon  for  Prefdent  of  the  coWv 
a  tered  the  title  of  the  Present  of  the  college  for  ha  of  r£* 

feTT  WT  ErC  “A**  the  or  flock  0?  "e 
tl  V’  Cr  t0  lmP°fe  offifers  difagreeable  to  the  country  in  genera! 

fr  *s  ^ 

ItfVr  c““' 

Ir^r  Wh  n  MrJlWerVat^S  alfo)  3nd  Shards,  trea- 
i-  *•  1Cr  ^dr*^at^erJ  the  re&or,  went  to  England  in  i6R£  ir» 
lusnunutesor  an  intended  petition  to  the  King,  hefavs,  “  that  when 

Ml 

the^ were'not  ahvays  "** 

dated  December  the  9th ,  t6S6.  "  0"Sinal  0rdci> 

P^HERE.a.s  thLe  monies,  and  other  eftate,  belonging  to  rTarvarj 

managementTf1  John’Rkhard's" Efq^f^T' t-&the  CarC  and 

«  col  Ip  cp  j  J  ;  ,  nards,  iMq;  tor  the  benefet  of  the  i'aid 

"  <6Si.  beditplnSofl,  ‘b£LP|l>0j““ ‘h“e0i  lh“11,  f"  >’e" 

* >.  «LTS ft'.  o,,"“  •*» 

“  that  fociety  the  remainder  T  ,1 !  8  Vl'hlch  he  has  done  *or 
“  neath.  Y  d  r  of  thc  ‘“come  not  difpofed  under- 

,c  Brattle ^ftalf  for  U*  ■ tUt0rs>  jv!r\  John  Leveret  and  Mr.  William 
wattle,  lhall  for  this  year,  beginning  the  lalt  commencement,  be 

6‘  allowed 


u 
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Mr.  Endicot  was  chofen  governor  in  the  years  1651, 
1652  and  1653,  Mr.  Dudley  deputy  governor +. 

At 


if 


€C 


Ci 


«< 


**  allowed  each  of  them  40 1.  belide  what  fhall  be  due  to  them  from 

their  feveral  pupils.  _  r.,, 

“  id.  The  fcholars  of  the  houfe  (for  this  year)  fhall  be  Sir  Gibbs, 
Rogers,  Mitchel  and  Dudley,  who  (hall  be  allowed  each  of  them 
at  leafl  5I.  Sir  Gibbs’s  penfion  to  be  paid  out  of  Mr*  Webb’s  le¬ 
gacy,  and  Rogers’s  out  of  Capt.  Keyn’s  legacy.  ^ 

“  4th.  Major  Richards  fliall  be  allowed  for  his  care,  in  improving 

the  college  flock,  after  the  proportion  of  1 1.  for  tool. 

“  J.  Dudley, 

“  William  Stoughton.” 

The  prefident  of  the  colony,  and  afterwards  the  governor,  affumed 
the  whole  authority  when  they  thought  fit.  The  rights  of  Magdalen 
college  Oxford  invaded,  juftly  might  alarm  the  whole  nation,  but 
Harvard  college  was  too  inconfiderable,  had  the  proceedings  been 
ever  fo  arbitrary  and  oppreffive,  to  occafion  any  great  notice.  Mr. 
Mather,  the  redor,  went  to  England  in  1688.  No  perfon  was  ap¬ 
pointed  in  his  dead.  Sir  E.  Andros,  the  governor,  vvrote  to  Mr. 
Samuel  Lee,  the  minifler  of  Briftol  in  New-Piimouth  colony,  to  de¬ 
fire  him  to  officiate  at  the  commencement;  but  not  reeeivmg  an  an- 
iwer  in  proper  feafon  (it  feems  the  letter  was  delayed)  Mr.  William 
Hubbard  was  appointed,  and  officiated  accordingly.  In  1692,  upon, 
the  arrival  of  the  province  charter,  although  by  a  tfhmfe  in  the  charter 
with  a  fpecial  view  to  the  college,  it  was  provided,  that  no  grants. 
Sec.  to  any  towns,  colleges,  fchools  of  learning,  &c.  fhou.d  e  pre¬ 
judiced  through  defed  of  form,  &c.  but  fhould  remain  in  force  as 
at  the  time  of  vacating  the  colony  charter ;  yet  the  prefident,  and 
many  others  with  him,  were  defirous  of  a  new  charter,  with  ad¬ 
ditional  powers  and  privileges.  An  ad,  of  the  general  court, 
pa:fled  for  that  purpofe  in  1692,  incorporating  the  college  on  a  larger 
foundation  than  the  former  charter.  Among  other  things,  the 
college  was  enabled  to  confer  fuch  degrees  as  are  conferred  by  the 
univerfities  in  Europe,  whereas  under  the  former  charter  no  higher 
decrees  had  been  given  than  thofe  of  batchelors  and  mailers  of  arts. 
This  privilege  was  exercifed  in  one  inflance  only,  a  diploma  for  a 
dodorate,  under  the  college  leal,  being  prefented  to  Mr.  Mather  tae 
prefident.  Before  the  expiration  of  three  years  the  ad  of  incorpo¬ 
ration  was  difallowed.  Thofe  who  interefled  themfelves  for  the  col¬ 
lege  were  refolved  upon  further  attempts;  another  provincial  ad 
rr iiud  in  i6q7,  with  fome  variations,  which  before  1700  was  We- 
wife  difapproved  ;  for  at  a  feffion  of  the  court,  that  year,  a  vote  pafied 
the  council  and  houfe  of  reprefentatives  approving  the  foim  or  a 

charter  which  they  were  willing  the  college  fhould  accept  from  the 

iving. 


f  In  1 6c  2,  Tohn  Glover  and  Daniel  Gookin  were  chofen  affiiiant: 
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At  a  feffions  of  the  genera!  court  in  O&ober  1651,  1651 
an  ad  or  order  was  palled,  impowering  the  town  of 
'  Bofton  to  chufe  leven  commiffioners  to  be  prefented  to 

'  the 

King,  and  I  make  no  doubt  the  agents  were  inftrufted  to  endeavour 
to  obtain  a  charter  in  fuch  form.  By  this  charter,  the  corporation 
was  to  confift  of  a  prefident,  vice- prefident  and  fifteen  fellows.  It 
may  not  be  unacceptable  to  feme  to  have  their  names  preferved.  In- 
create  Mather  prefident,  Samuel  Willard  vice  prefident,  James  Allen, 
Michael  Wigglefworth,  Samuel  Torrey,  Nehemiah  Hobart,  Peter 
Thacher,  Samuel  Angier,  John  Danforth,  Cotton  Mather,  Nehe¬ 
miah  Walter,  Henry  Gibbs,  John  White,  Jonathan  Pierpoint,  and 
Benjamin  Wadfworth,  together  with  the  two  fenior  tutors  refident  at 
college,  were  the  firft  corporation  named  in  the  charter.  The  college 
was  impowered  to  hold  real  eftate  to  the  amount  of  three  thoufand 
pounds  per  annum.  The  governor  and  the  council  were  made  the  vi- 
fuors.  This  application  proved  as  ineffeftual  as  the  former.  The 
true  reafon,  of  the  feveral  failures,  appears  from  a  letter  of  Mr.  BJaith- 
wait  to  the  prefident,  dated  i ft  June  1704,  which  fays,  “  that  the 
only  obftruclion  to  the  paffing  the  charter  was  Sir  Henry  AfhurfPs 
“  refufing  to  allow  of  a  claufe  for  a  vifitation  by  the  Kina'or  his  h0- 

u  r  letCer  fr0m  Lord  Cellamont  to  Mr.  Stoughton  upon 
this  fubject  deferves  notice.  '  r 

“  New-York,  31ft  May  98. 

1  SV  R4Ce,«,dL-a  !e“er  from  the  reverend  prefident  of  Harvard  col- 
kge,  by  Mr.  White,  fellow  of  the  faid  college,  together  with  a  copv 
of  an  ad  of  the  afiemoly  for  incorporat  ng  the  college.  And  I  am  of 
opinion,  that  his  Majeffy  will  not  give  his  royal  approbation  to  that 
aft  as  it  ftands  worded,  becanfe  it  differs  very  materially  from  the 
terms  of  incorporation  propofed  by  their  excellencies  the  Lords  luf- 
tices  of  Englanc,  viz.  that  the  king  and  his  governors  (hould  be  the 
vifitors,  whereas  the  act  of  affembly  vefts  the  power  of  vifitation  of  that 
college  as  well  in  the  council  as  governor,  which  his  Majeffy  may  nro- 

alfo  yrWA.^er0gm°rI  £°i  his  PreroSative-  And  I  am  apprehenfive 
alio,  that  thofe  noble  Lords  who,  under  the  title  of  Lords  [uftices  of 

England  lately  exercifed  the  royal  authority,  will  confirm  his  Majeffy 
hat  it  will  be  a  diminution  to  the  prerogative  of  the  crown,  to  make 
the  council  co-ordinate  in  the  power  of  vifitation  with  the  King's  gover¬ 
nor.  -for  my  own  part  I  have  a  very  great^relpea  for  the  Kina's 
prerogative,  but  1  could  wilh  a  way  wete  found  to  fee  me  the  IhtuTes 
or  privileges  of  Harvard  college  againft  the  capricious  humour  of  ft,, 
ure  governors,  who,  out  of  prejudice  to  the  way  of  worlhip  ufed 
here,  or  for  fome  unifter  ends,  may  be  vexatious  to  the  college. 

1  here  is  great  difference  between  the  exercie  of  the  prerogative  in 

M  *  r- 
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1651  court  of  afTiftants,  and  being  authorized  by  them  and 

or  before  the  governor,  they  or  any 
five  of  them,  or  any  three,  together  with  one  magiftrate, 

might 

England  and  in  tbefe  remote  parts  of  his  Majefty’s  dominions.  There, 
the  fubjedf,  whenever  that  exercifs  is  abided,  has  the  King,  the  foun¬ 
tain  of  juflice,  near  at  hand  to  recur  to  for  redrefs.  In  thefe  pro¬ 
vinces,  governors,  I  fear  by  what  I  have  difcovered  fmce  my  being  in 
America,  are  made  bold  and  prefumptuous  in  breaking  the  laws  and 
governing  arbitrarily,  out  of  conceit  that  their  being  fo  far  from  un¬ 
der  the  eye  of  the  government  of  England  will  be  a  iure  caufe  of  im¬ 
punity  to  them.  Therefore  upon  the  whole  matter,  I  mull  in  judg¬ 
ment  and  confcience  declare  for  a  qualification  of  the  power  of  a  go¬ 
vernor  in  the  cafe  of  the  vifitation  of  Harvard  college,  but  what  that 
qualification  fhould  be,  I  mull  leave  to  his  Majefty’s  wifdom  and  good- 
nefs  to  determine. 

I  am, 

Sir,  your  rnofl  humble  fervant, 
Bellamont.” 

To  the  Honourable 
Wm.  Stoughton,  Efq;  &c. 

During  thefe  attempts,  until  advice  of  the  refpedlive  a&s  being  dif- 
allovved,  the  college  was  governed  conformable  to  them.  While  no 
a£ls  were  in  force,  temporary  orders  pa  fled  the  general  court  from 
time  to  time,  impovvering  fuch  perfons  to  act  as  a  corporation  as  were 
therein  named.  But  in  1707,  all  profpecl  of  a  new  foundation  being 
gone,  it  was  thought  proper  to  refort  to  the  old,  and  the  charter  of 
1650  hath  been  conformed  to  ever  fmce.  The  feveral  heads  of  the 
college,  from  its  fir  ft  eftablifhment  to  this  day,  have  been  as  follows. 
Mr.  Eaton,  appointed  in  1638,  continued  until  1640,  when  Mr. 
Henry  Dunftar  was  appointed,  who  was  fucceeded  by  Mr.  Charles 
Chauncy  in  1634,  who  continued  until  1671.  Doctor  Leonard  Hoar 
Lucceeded  Mr.  Chauncy.  Dcuglafs  fays,  Mr.  Hoar  was  a  doftor  of 
phyfick  from  Cambridge  in  Old  England.  He  was  educated  at  Cam¬ 
bridge  in  New  England,  and  took  his  bachelor’s  degree  in  1650,  went 
over  to  England  in  November  1653,  was  made  a  dodlor  at  Cambridge, 
and  returned  not  long  before  he  was  eledfed  July  30,  1672.  The 
JIudents  were  too  much  indulged  in  their  prejudices  againft  him,  and 
he  was  obliged  to  refign  March  13,  1674-5.  His  wife  was  daughter 
to  Lord  Lifle.  Mr.  Urian  Oakes,  minifter  of  Cambridge,  was  his 
fucceflbr,  and  continued  from  April  7,  1675,  until  his  death  in  1681. 
Mr.  Mather  was  chofen  by  the  corporation  and  confirmed  by  the 
cverfeers,  and  moderated  at  the  matters  deputations,  and  conferred 
the  decrees  at  the  commencement  in  1 68 1  ;  but  his  church  in  Boilon 

being 
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might  hear  and  determine  -all  civil  actions,  not  exceed-  1651 
ing  ten  pounds  in  value,  and  all  criminal  aftions  where 
the  penalty  or  fine  fliould  not  exceed  forty  (hilling's, 
the  parties  being  fuch  as  were  inhabitants  of  Bofton 
neck  or  Noddle’s  iiland,  or  fuch  as  did  not  belong  to 
the  jurifdiftion  ;  and  the  county  court  was  not  to  take 
cognizance  of  any  fuch  addons.  This  law  was  made 
for  one  year,  for  trial.  I  do  not  find  that  it  was  re¬ 
vived  *. 

The 

being  unwilling  to  part  with  him,  on  April  20th  1682,  Mr.  John 
Rogers  was  chofen  and  confirmed,  but  died  in  1684,  being  fuddenly 
feized  the  morning  of  commencement,  July  i ft,  and  dying  the  next 
day.  Mr.  William  Hubbard  of  Ipfwick  moderated  at  the  publick 
exercifes.  Mr.  Mathers  fucceeded  Mr.  Rogers,  and  continued  at  the 
head  of  the  college  until  Sept.  6,  1701.  Mr.  Samuel  Willard,  by  or¬ 
der  of  court,  officiated  feveral  years  as  vice-prefident,  no  prefident  be¬ 
ing  appointed  inftead  of  Mr.  Mather,  until  Mr.  John  Leveret  was  by 
the  governor,  ac  the  head  of  the  overfeers,  declared  prefident  Ja¬ 
nuary  14,  1707,  and  the  college  was  put  under  his  care,  “  agreeable 
to  the  choice  of  the  fellows  of  the  houfe,  approbation  of  the  over¬ 
seers,  and  votes  of  the  council  and  aflembly  in  their  laft  preceding 
leffion.  The  governor  directing  him  to  govern  that  houfe  and  the 
fcholars  there  with  duty  and  allegiance  to  our  Sovereign  Lady  the 
Queen  ane  obedience  to  her  Majefty’s  laws.”  Mr.  Leveret  continued 
in  the  prefidentffiip  until  his  death  in  1724.  Mr.  Benjamin  Wadf- 
worth,  a  minifter  of  one  of  the  churches  in  Bolton  fucceeded  him.  He 
died  in  1737,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Mr.  Holyoke,  who  continues  in 
the  prefidentffiip  at  this  time. 

*  Not  only  the  town  of  Boflon,  but  every  town  in  the  old  colonv, 
were  to  many  purpofes  a  corporate  body  ;  they  might  fue  and  be  fued, 
might  chufe  their  own  officers  for  managing  what  was  called  the  pru¬ 
dential  affairs  of  the  town,  and  the  feleftmen  were  judges  of  the  breach 
of  the  by-laws  of  the  town,  the  penalty  of  which  could  not  exceed 
twenty  ffiillings.  Under  the  new  charter,  the  feledtmen  have  no  ju¬ 
diciary  power.  They  kill  are  faid  to  manage  the  prudential  affairs. 

What  is  intended  by  the  word  prudential,  when  thus  appropriated,  is 
not  very  eafy  to  determine.  Be  it  what  it  may,  all  other  town  affairs 
are  determined  in  a  general  town  meeting  of  all  the  inhabitants.  The 
inconveniency  that  muff  arife  from  fuch  a  conllitution,  where  a  town 
con fi ft s  of  a  thou iand  or  fficeen  hundred  voters,  are  too  many  to  be 
enumerated,  and  too  obvious  to  need  it.  There  was  a  difpoiition., 
fifty  years  ago,  in  moft  of  the  principal  inhabitants  of  Bofton  to  be 
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1651  1  he  committee  for  the  ftate  in  England  having  im¬ 

parted  their  mind  to  Mr.  Window,  the  agent  for  the 
colony,  refperiting  the  government  of  the  feveral  jurif- 
dictions  in  New-England,  he  acquainted  Mr.  Dudley 
therewith  and  that  an  anfwer  wasexperited.  In  confequence 
ot  this  advice,  the  court,  at  the  fedions  lad:  mentioned, 
agreed  upon  a  petition  to  the  parliament  and  another  to 
Cromwell,  then  general  of  the  parliament  forces  in  Eng- 
land,  &c.  The  addrefs  and  letters  are  preferved.  By 
Mr.  Window’s  letter  it  appears,  that  it  was  expected 
that  al!  proceffes  in  the  colony  Should  be  in  the  name  of 
the  keepers  of  the  liberties  of  England,  or  that  there 
diould  be  an  acknowledgment  of  the  powers  then  in  be¬ 
ing  by  a  renewal  of  the  patent.  It  is  certain,  neither  of 
the  two  ways  propofed  were  complied  with. 

Sir.  herdinando  Gorges  had  made  attempts,  for  many 
years,  to  fettle  the  province  of  Main,  but  to  little  purpofe. 
He  was  a  zealous  royalid,  and  neither  he  nor  hisdefcendants, 
who  were  in  the  fame  intereft,  could  expert  any  favour 
from  the  parliament.  The  colony  feems  to  have  been  de¬ 
ferred  by  the  proprietors,  and  in  the  year  1651  the  people 
were  in  confudon,  and  the  authority  of  the  government  was 
at  an  end.  In  1641,  a  charter  had  been  granted  by  Sir  Fer- 
dinando  to  Acamenticus  (York)  making  it  a  corporation, 
confiding  of  a  mayor,  eight  aldermen  and  a  recorder.  His 
coufin  Thomas  Gorges  wasthefird  mayor.  Helivedabout 
half  a  mile  above  what  is  called  Trafton’s  ferry  near 
Gorges  point.  The  cellar  of  the  houfe  he  dwelt  in  re¬ 
mains  to  this  day.  He  went  to  England  in  1643.  The 
people  of  York  fay,  that  he  returned  and  died  there.  If 

made  a  corporation.  A  plan  was  formed  in  order  to  be  laid  before 
the  general  court  of  the  province,  which  by  the  charter  is  ini- 
powered  to  make  corporations.  When  the  heads  of  it  were  pre- 
iented  at  a  town-meeting,  a  demagogue  called  out,  “  It  is  a  whelo 
now,  it  will  be  a  lioq  by  and  by,  knock  it  in  the  head.  Mr.  Mode¬ 
rator  put  the  queition.”  The  people  we  e  prepared,  and  it  was  re- 
jetted  by  a  great  majority.  Some  of  the  beft  men  in  the  town,  de¬ 
spairing  of  doing  any  fervice,  would  never  be  prefentin  a  town-meet¬ 
ing  afterwards. 

fo> 
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fo,  it  mud  have  been  before  >651,  or  fome  mention  would  1651  \ 

have  been  made  of  him.  The  Maffachufets,  who,  as  hath 
been  oblerved,  claimed  the  province  of  Main  as  within  the 
bounds  of  their  charter,  took  the  opportunity  of  the  con- 
fufions  there,  and  encouraged  the  difpofition  which  pre- 
vailed  in  many  of  the  inhabitants  to  fubmit  to  their  jurif- 
di£tion,and  in  1651  they  appointed  Mr.  Braciftreet,  Major 
Denifon  and  Capt.  Hawthorn  to  treat  with  the  gentlemen 
of  that  province  about  the  furrender  thereof  as  in  their 
bed  judgment  and  difcretion  (hould  f  ern  meet.  The  next 
year,  *652,  Mr.  Braddreet  and  others  were  fent  commit-  1652 
iioners  to  fummon  the  inhabitants  of  Kittery  to  come  in 
and  own  their  fubjeftion  to  the  Maflachufets,  as  of  right 
belonging  to  them.  The  inhabitants  accordingly  aflembled 
Nov.  16,  and  agreed  to  fubmit,  and  about  forty  inhabitants 
fubfcribed  an  indrument  of  fubmiflion.  The  like  was 
done  at  Acamenticus  the  2  2d  of  the  fame  month,  and  foon 
after  at  Wells,  Saco,  and  Cape  Porpoife.  To  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  all  thefe  plantations  larger  privileges  were  granted 
than  to  thofe  of  the  other  parts  of  the  Madachuiets  go¬ 
vernment,  for  they  were  all  freemen  upon  taking  the  oath, 
whereas  every  where  elfe  none  could  be  made  free  unlefs 
he  was  a  church  member.  The  province  was  made  a 
county,  by  the  name  of  Yorkfliire.  The  towns  from  that 
time  fent  their  deputies  to  the  general  court  at  Bohon*. 

The  trade  of  the  province  increafing,  efpecially  with 
the  Weft-I  ndies,  where  the  bucaneers  or  pirates  at  this 
time  were  numerous  *,  and  part  of  the  wealth  which  they 
took  from  the  Spaniards,  as  well  as  what  was  produced  by 
the  trade,  being  brought  to  New-England  in  bullion, 
it  was  thought  necefifary  for  preventing  fraud  in  money  to 

*  This  regulation  of  the  province  of  Main,  although  the  major 
part  of  the  inhabitants  were  brought  to  confent'  ro  it,  yet  it  appears  bv 
the  records,  which  arc  ilill  preferred  in  the  rcgiltry  of  the  county  of 
York,  that  great  oppofition  was  made  to  it  by  fome  of  the  princi- 
pal  perfons  ;  and  the  goveinment  of  the  Maflachufets  was  feveiely  ie- 
proached  by  them,  for  ufing  violent  compulfory  means  in  order  to 
reduce  the  province.  They  continued  united  to  the  MafTachufets 
until  1665,  when  by  King  Charles’s  commifiioners  they  were  fepa- 
jrated  for  a  fhort  time,  as  will  hereafter  be  obferved, 
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1652  a  e  rt  a  mint  for  coining  (hillings,  fix-pences  and  three¬ 
pences,  with  no  other  impreffion  at  firft  than  N  E  on 
tn  /  one  fide,  and  XII.  VI.  or  III.  on  the  other  •,  but  in 
October  1651,  the  court  ordered,  that  all  pieces  of  mo¬ 
ney  fhould  h-vc  a  double  ring  with  this  infeription,  Mas- 
sachusets,  and  a  tree  in  the  centre  on  one  fide,  and 
New- England  and  the  year  of  our  Lord  on  the 
other  fide*.  At  the  fame  feffions,  a  committee  or  coun¬ 
cil  of  trade  was  appointed  after  the  example,  as  ex- 
preffed  in  the  order  of  the  parliament  of  Great  Britain, 

*  The  firft  money  being  {truck  in  1652,  the  fame  date  was  conti¬ 
nued  upon  all  t  iat  was  {truck  for  30  years  after,  and  although  there 
are  a  great  variety  ofaies,  it  cannot  now  be  determined  in  what  years 
the  pieces  were  coined.  No  other  colony  ever  prefumed  to  coin  any 
metal  into  money.  It  mu#  be  considered,  that  at  this  time  there  was 
no  iking  in  Ifrael.  No  notice  was  taken  of  it  by  the  parliament,  nor 
by  Cromwell,  and  having  been  thus  indulged,  there  was  a  tacit  allow¬ 
ance  of  it  afterwards  even  by  King  Charles  the  fecond,  for  more  than 
twenty  years;  and  although  it  was  made  one  of  the  charges  again# 
tne  colony,  when  the  charier  was  called  in  queftion,  yet  no  great 
flrefs  was  laid  upon  it.  It  appeared  to  have  been  lb  beneficial,  that, 
during  Sir  Edmund  Androfs’s  adminiftration,  endeavours  were  ufed 
to  obtain  leave  for  continuing  it,  and  the  objections  again#  it  feem  not 
to  have  proceeded  from  its  being  an  encroachment  upon  the  prero¬ 
gative.  for  the  motion  was  referred  to  the  mafter  of  the  mint,  and  the 
report  again#  it  was  upon  mere  prudential  confiderations.  It  is  certain 
that  great  care  was  taken  to  preserve  the  purity  of  the  coin.  I  don’t 
find,  notwiih handing,  that  it  obtained  a  currency  any  where,  otherwife 
than  as  bullion,  except  in  the  New-England  colonies.  A  very  large 
fum  was  coined.  The  mint  maker,  John  Hull,  raifed  a  large  fortune 
f  om  it.  He  was  to  coin  the  money,  of  the  juft  ailay  of  the  then  new 
fieri  ing  Englifii  money,  and  for  all  charges  which  fhould  attend  melt¬ 
ing?  refining  and  coining,  he  was  to  be  allowed  to  take  fifteen  pence  out 
of  very  twenty  (hillings.  The  court  were  afterwards  fenfibie,  that 
this  was  too  advantageous  a  contract,  and  Mr.  Hull  was  offered  a  fum 
of  money  by  the  court  to  releafe  them  from  it,  but  he  reiufed  to  do  it. 
He  left  a  large  perfonal  eftate  and  one  of  the  be#  real  eftates  in  the 
country  Samuel  SevvalJ,  who  married  his  only  daughter,  received 
with  her  as  commonly  reported,  thirty  thoufand  pounds  in  New- 
England  {hillings.  “  He  was  the  fon  of  a  poor  woman,  but  dutiful 
to  and  tender  of  his  mother,  which  Mr.  Wilfon,  his  minifter,  ob- 
ferving,  pronounced  that  God  would  blefs  him,  and  although  he  was 
then  poor,  yet  he  fhould  raife  a  great  e#ate0”  ( Magnolia .) 

who 
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who  were  to  meet  at  Bofton  or  Charleflown  to  receive  1652 
propofals  for  promoting  trade,  but  nothing  came  from 
this  attempt^*. 

In  October  1651,  hoftilities  began  between  theEnglifh 
and  Dutch  in  Europe.  The  Dutch  colony  at  Manhados 
was  in  too  feeble  a  ft  ate,  openly  to  annoy  theEngliih  co.o- 
nies  their  neighbours,  and  therefore  defired  to  preferve 
peace  in  America.  rI  he  Enghlli  colonies  carried  on  an 
advantageous  trade  with  the  Dutch,  and  were  for  that 
reafon  willing  to  continue friendfhip,  and  a  correipondence 
was  kept  up  between  the  fuhjects  ol  the  two  nations. 

In  an  addrefs  from  the  general  court  to  Cromwell,  they 
confider  themfelves  as  at  liberty  to  continue  in  peace 
with  the  Dutch,  and  fuppofe  their  own  abt  to  be  ne- 
ceffary  to  br:ng  them  into  a  ftate  of  war,  notwithfland- 
ing  the  two  nations  were  at  war  in  Europe*.  But 
in  1653,  information  was  given  by  thelndians  fromieveral  1653 
quarters,  that  the  Dutch  governor  was  privately  foliciting 
them  to  a  general  confederacy,  in  order  totally  to  extirpate 

■f*  Maffa .  Records . 

One  Hugh  Parfons  of  Springfield,  was  tried  in  r  52  for  witchcraft, 
and  found  guilty  by  the  jury.  1  he  magidrates  refuled  to  content  to 
the  verdidt,  and  the  cafe  as  the  law  provided,  came  to  the  general  court, 
who  determined  that  he  was  not  legally  guilty  of  witchcraft. 

Mr.  Cotton,  the  celebrated  minifter  of  the  church  of  Poflon  and 
the  patriarch  of  New-England,  died  Dec.  23d  1652.  in  the  68th  year 
of  his  age.  Mr.  Hubbard  gives  this  character  of  him.  “  Ilis  excel- 
“  lent  learning  and  profound  judgment,  eminent  gravity,  chridian 
C(  candour  and  fweet  temper  of  fpirit,  whereby  he  could  very  placidly 
“  bear  thofe  who  differed  from  him  in  their  apprehenfions,  made  him 
“  mofl;  defired  whillt  he  was  amongd  them,  and  the  more  lamented 
“  when  he  was  removed  from  hence.  So  equal  a  contention  be- 
“  tween  learning  and  meeknefs,  magnanimity  and  humility,  is  fel- 
“  dom  feen  in  any  one  perfon.”  Upon  his  death-bed  he  ordered  his 
fon  to  burn  all  his  papers  relative  to  the  religious  difput.  s  began  in  the 
time  of  Sir  Henry  Vane’s  year.  He  had  bundled  them  all  up,  with, 
am  intention  to  do  it  himfelf,  but  death  prevented  his  going  into  his 
fludy  for  that  purpole.  Plis  fon,  loth  to  dedroy  what  appeared  to  him 
valuable,  made  a  cafe  of  confcience  to  Mr.  Norton  whether  he  was 
bound  to  comply.  Mr.  Norton  determined  againd  the  papers.  ( MS 
Letters .)  Mr.  Cotton’s  life  was  publifhcd  by  his  fuccellbr  Mr,  Norton, 
and  afterwards  by  his  grand  fon  Dr.  Cotton  Mather, 

*  appendix. 
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1653  ^he]aEnglift.^  The  maffacre  at  Amboyna  was  then  but 

the  colonies  '  k  8cner>il  alarm  was  fpread  through 
colonies.  An  extraordinary  meeting  of  the  com- 

««  of0|evera|aS  aC  B?fton’  APril  *9»  “  to  confider 
“  dials  ,nH  T10Url3nd,  feP°rts  gathered  from  the  In* 

“  Indians  d  °? »•**  t,1C  Dutch  had  P!otted  with  the 
The  IS  3 ?  fl'rr5d  them  UP  t0  cut  off  the  Englifb.” 
•  ,  E  of  thJs  firft  meeting  was,  that  although  the 

ne  sFcLT8  f°  ftr0ngh  33  -that  fome  of  the  commiflio- 
ntrs  looked  upon  it  to  be  full  proof,  vet  thev  thought 

PorL°?irvXPfd'eni  the  Dutch  governor'  fhould  have  op- 
cdllyr°  rtlkmg  anfwCr  5  but  before  a"7  meffage 

a  ‘dhirVh  1  ?terS  Were  reCdved  fr0m  him>  denying 
“  J  ",  lh<;  Hdians  or  any  others  had  charged  him' with 

timlF«  8  C‘T  W°U,d  g‘,Ve  Credit  to  Indian  tef’ 

Umomts,  and  offering  to  come  or  fend,  or  to  make  an-. 
Iwer  to  any  deputies  which  might  be  fent  thither.  It 

fZlZ3 ^!tpr^rto^dag^tstohim,  viz.  Francis 

fJZ  a  a"  a  fanC  °f  New’ Haven,  John  Leveret 
(afterwards  governor  of  the  Maffachufets)  and  William 

Eav,s;  and  in  a  letter,  fent  by  them  from  the  com- 
rm  ffioners-  cr^,***^ _ __ .  j  ,,  ,  ,  .  . 


* /r»  «  '  vu ^  j  j i uiii  uic  com- 

miffioners  the  governor  was  told,  «  that  he  had  made  ' 


,.r„  r  T  J.  ■*T  Ll'JU’  oiacne  naa  made 

Tj  °'  lnQian  tefbmomes  again!!  New-Haven  in  a  cafe 
of  anu,  that  Kent  ms  predeceffor  had  done  it  in  a  cafe 

?  lfe’  and  that  a  Dutch  governor  and  council  at  Am¬ 
boyna  had  ma  le  a  blogdy  ufe  of  the  Japonefes  con- 
icffion  ^t  no  ugh  extorted  by  torture)  againft  Capt.  Tovv- 
erioit  and  the  Englifh  Chriftians  there.”  The  com- 
mmioners  oemanded  fatisfaftion  for  part  injuries  and  fe- 

.1,1...  *"  ■  '  ,  ^  ir  agents  were  gone, 

tney  determined  what  number  of  men  fhould  be  raifed, 

ir  bod  fhould  call  them  to  war  againft  the  Dutch,  viz. 

500  and  appointed  Capt.  Leveret  the  commanding 

o  ncer,  unlds  the  Maffachufets  fhould  have  fome  weighty 

o  j  |  ecu  on  againft  him.  Notwithflanding  the  offers  made 

by  the  Dutch  governor  in  his  letter,  he  refufed  to  fub- 

mic  to  any  examination  into  the  affair  by  the  agents  or 

J  O ,  .  ■  • 


f  Maffachufets  333,  Pfmcuth  60,  ConnefUcut  65,  New-Haven  42. 
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commiflloners  any  further  than  a  committee  of  his  own  165-? 
council  fhould  concur  with  them.  They  took  the  tefti- 
mony  of  divers  Indians  and  others,  and  returned  to  Bofton. 

But  however  ftrong  proofs  there  were,  the  commif- 
fioners  were  divided  in  opinion,-  and  a  conference  was 
had  before  the  Maffachufets  general  court  and  many  of 
the  elders.  A  flare  of  the  cafe  was  drawn  by  Mr.  Eaton 
on  the  one  fi  e,  and  another  by  Mr.  Demfon  on  the 
other,  and  the  elders  *  were  defired  to  draw  up  their  opi¬ 
nion,  which  was,  “  That  the  proofs  and  prefumptions 
or  the  execrable  plot,  tending  to  deftrudlion  of  fo  many 
of  the  dear  faints  of  God,  imputed  to  the  Dutch  oover- 
norand  the  filcal,  wereoffuch  weight  as  to  induce* them 
to  c  ieve  the  reality  of  it ;  yet  they  were  noc  fo  fully 
conciuhve,  as  to  clear  up  a  prefent  proceeding  to  war  be- 
lore  the  world,  and  to  bear  up  their  hearts  with  that  ful- 
ne  s  o  peifuafion,  which  was  meet,  in  commending  the 
ca  e  to  od  m  prayer  and  to  the  people  in  exhortations, 
and  that  it  would  be  fafeft  for  the  colonies  to  forbear  the 
ufe  of  the  I  word  ;  but  advifed  to  be  in  a  poflure  of  de¬ 
fence  and  readmefs  for  action,  until  the  mind  of  God 
mould  be  more  clearly  known,  either  for  a  fettled  peace 
ur  more  m  mifeft  grounds  of  war.”  Th^  u.. 


S  long  as  the  charter  continued.  ’ 
iitairs  added  to  the 

%ments,  and  the 


*  The  elders  continued  to  be  confulted  i 


confulted  in  every  affair  of  importance 
:d.  1  he  horl 


teacher 


/ 
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1653  teacher  of  the  church  at  Salem,  in  the  name  of  many 
pen  five  hearts  there,35  preferred  their  l'enfe  to  the  com- 
mifiioners  in  favour  of  a  war,  and  the  commifiioners  them- 
TeJ ves  were  all  of  the  fame  mind,  except  Mr.  Bradftreet, 
one  of  the  Maffachufets  commifiioners ;  Mr.  Hawthorne, 
the  other,  joining  with  thofe  of  the  three  other  colonies*, 
but  their  proceedings  were  interrupted  by  a  declaration 
fent  in  by  the  general  court  of  the  Maffachufets,  that 
no  determination  of  the  commifiioners  though  they  fhould 
1  all  agree,  fhould  bind  the  general  court  to  join  in  an  of- 
fenhve  war  which  fnould  appear  to  fuch  general  court  to 
be  unjtiftff  This  declaration  ore  aliened  Inch  altercations 
between  the  Maffachufets  general  court  and  the  commif- 
fioners  of  the  three  other  colonies  at  the  next  meeting,  as 
threatned  a  diffolutiqn  of  the  confederacy,  which  fee  ms, 
upon  this  oceafion  alib,  to  have  been  prevented  only  by 
the  infer. ority  of  the  reft  to  the  Maffachufets  and  their 
inability  to,  ftand  alone.  Where  dates  in  alliance  are 
greatly  difproportioned  in  ftrength  and  importance, 
power  often  prevails  over  right.  The  government  of 
New-Haven  were  fo  fenfible  of  their  danger,  that  they 
lent  their  agents  to  England,  to  make  a  representation 
of  it  to  Cromwell,  who  ordered  three  or  four  Ships  with 
a  fmall  number  of  forces  for  the  reduction  of  the  Dutch, 
and  recommended  to  the  Maffachufets  colony  to  afford 
their  affi  fiance*  The  Osips  were  delayed,  and  did  notar- 
rive  at  Colton  untfi  the  latter  end  of  May  or  beginning 
of  June  1654.  The  governor  called  the  affernbly, 
which  met  the  9th  of  June,  and  immediately  came  into 
the  f  llowing  1  delation:  “  The  general  court  having 
£;  received  and  perufed  a  letter  from  his  Highnefs  the 
“  Lord  Protestor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  England, 
gc  Scotland  and  Ireland,  fullof  greatand favourable  refpedt 
cC  to  this  colony,  which  they  defire  to  keep  in  grateful 
Ci  remembrance,  and  fhall  be  ready  stall  times,  wherein 
<c  they  may  with  fafety  to  the  liberty  of  their  confidences, 
cc  publick  peace  and  welfare,  to  their  utmoft  to  attend 
44  to  his  Highnefs’s  pleafure.  This  court  therefore  de- 
dares,  that  though  they  underftand  that  the  colony  is 

P  not 
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“  not  in  fuch  a  capacity  as  may  be  apprehended  to  fend  1653 
iC  forth  fuch  numbers  of  men  as  might  vigoroufly  afiift 
cc  in  that  undertaking,  yet  do  freely  confenc  and  give 
<c  liberty  to  his  Highnefs’s  commiffioners,  Major  Robert 
C4  Sedgewickf  and  Capt.  John  Leveret,  to  raife  within 
Ci  our  jurifdiftion  the  number  of  five  hundred  volunteers 
<c  to  afiift  them  in  their  enterprize  again  ft  the  Dutch, 

<c  provided  the  perfons  might  be  free  from  legal  J  en- 
cc  gagements.”  The  fhips  had  a  very  long  paffage,  fo 
that  the  news  of  the  peace  with  the  Dutch,  which  was 
figned  the  5th  of  April,  prevented  their  proceeding. 

This  occafioned  the  commander  in  chief  to  turn  his 
forces,  together  with  thofe  raifed  in  the  Maffachufets, 
another  way,  and  to  difiodge  the  French  from  Penob- 
fcot,  St.  John’s,  &c.  where  they  met  with  no  great  re¬ 
finance.  It  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  this  was  done  with¬ 
out  inftrudtions  from  Cromwell  §.  It  was  a  time  of  peace 
between  the  two  nations,  but  the  Englifli  had  good  right 
to  the  country,  and  the  complaints  of  the  French  in  Eu¬ 
rope  could  not  prevail  upon  Cromwell  to  give  it  up 
again  The  peace  with  the  Dutch,  together  with  1654. 

the  hopeful  eftablifhment  of  government  in  England,” 
occafioned  a  publick  thankfgiving  in  the  Maffachufets 

t  Sedgewick  had  been  of  the  artillery  company  in  London,  after¬ 
wards  lived  at  Charleftown  in  New-England,  and  was  the  firfc  military 
officer  there,  and  in  great  repute.  I  fuppofe  he  died  in  England. 

"I  here  were  feveral  perfons  defcended  from  him,  living  in  England  a 
few  years  ago. 

t  By  engagements  muff  be  intended  apprenticed^  and  other 
fervitude,  as  well  as  proceffies  from  courts,  &c. 

§  The  report  in  New-England  was,  that  Sedgewick  had  only  ver¬ 
bal  inftruftions  from  fome  of  Oliver’s  fea  commanders,  and  that  this 
was  the  reafon  the  country  was  l'o  eafily  given  up  at  the  treaty  of 
Breda.  Hubbard. . 

Mr.  Dudley  deputy  governor,  died  July  31ft  1653,  in  the  77th 
year  of  his  age,  greatly  lamented,  being  a  principal  founder  of  the 
colony,  and  having  recommended  himieif  by  great  firmnefs  and  fide¬ 
lity  in  the  difeharge  of  his  trud ;  having  never  been  out  of  the  ma~ 
gifhacy,  and  generally  either  governor  or  deputy  governor,  fie  was 
zealom,  beyond  meafure,  againft  all  forts  of  hereticks.  At  the  next 
election  for  1634,  ^r*  Endicot  was  chofen  deputy  governor  in  Mr. 
Dudley’s  dead,  Mr.  Bellingham  being  chofen  governor. 
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1654  (Sept.  20th)  and  an  order,  pafifed  the  laft  year,  prohi- 
Litin^  uade  with  the  Dutch,  was  repealed.  Stuyvefant, 
tne  Dutch  governor,  in  thefe  negociations  conducted 
himfeif  very  artfully.  Nevv-Haven  and  Connecticut  were 
the  two  colonies  with  which  he  was  immediately  engaged 
in  controverly.  lie  might  have  been  a  match  for  one,  if 
not  both  thofe  colonies,  but  they  were  in  alliance  with  the 
MafTachufets.  His  all  depended  upon  prefervmg  the 
friendfliip  of  that  colony.  He  therefore  kept  up  a  condant 
correfpondence  with  Mr.  Winthrop,  and  although  he 
would  not  concede  to  propofals  for  a  joint  trade  with  the 
Six  Nations,  yet  he  encouraged  trade  be  ween  the  Maffa- 
Cn lifers  and  Manhados,  and,  what  was  more,  he,  as  well  as 
his  predeeeiTor  Kieft,  made  great  pretences  to  religion. 
Kiert  was  a  ienous  man.  Plimouth  fell  in  with  Connec¬ 
ticut  and  New- Haven,  and  the  MafTachufets  mud  have 
done  fo  too,  if  the  Dutch  had  committed  any  hodilities. 
Stuy  vefant  redrained  his  own  people,  but  at  the  fame  time 
fecredy  encouraged  the  Indians  to  fall  upon  the  Englifh. 
The  Naraganfets  were  numerous,  the  Maquas,  or  Six  Na¬ 
tions  were  more  fo.  A  general  union  of  the  Indians, 
which  it  was  fuppofed  he  was  endeavouring,  muft  have 
been  the  ruin  of  the  Englifh  colonies  ;  and  although  it 
might  be  expected,  that  when  they  had  rid  themielves  of 
the  Englifh,  the  Dutch  would  be  in  danger  of  the  fame 
fate,  yet  this  was  the  leafc  and  mod  remote  danger  of  the 
two.  They  were  condantly  in  fear  of  the  Englifh.  Their 
light  to  any  part  of  the  country  had  never  been  allowed 
in  England.  They  were  often  threatened  by  the  colo- 
nids  in  America,  as  the  Dutch  governors  mention  in 
their  letters.  Kieft  complains  to  Winthrop,  that 4  fomeof 
the  Englifh  had  faid  pubiickly,5  “  that  their  countrymen 
wire  fools  to  buffer  the  Dutch  to  live  there  in  the  centre. ” 

The  MafTachufets  complied  with  Cromwell’s  prepofal 
to  extirpate  the  Dutch,  notwithdanding  their  former  feru- 
ples  of  the  lawfulnefs  of  it  There  mud  have  been  fome 
other  reafons,  no  doubt  thofe  I  have  mentioned,  which 
caufed  them  to  be  fo  backward  in  joining  with  the  other 
eplonieso  They  did  not  forfee  what  has  dnee  happened, 


f  MASSACHUSETS-B  A  Y,  1S5 

that  the  neighbourhood  of  the  colonies  of  different  na-  1654 
tions  would  one  time  or  other  engage  the  powers  in  Eu¬ 
rope  in  their  refpedtive  defence  and  annoyance.  Without 
this,  they  had  nothing  to  fear  from  either  Dutch  or 
French.  They  were  ten  times  as  numerous  as  both,  and 
continually  increafmg  in  much  greater  proportion  than 
either  of  the  other,  whofe  prefent  or  future  interior  force 
could  caufe  no  great  apprehenfions. 

Whi  l st  thefe  difputes  with  the  Dutch  were  depend¬ 
ing,  the  Naraganfet  Indians  made  attacks  upon  the  Indians 
of  Long-Ifiand  who  were  under  the  protection  of  the 
Englifh.  This,  together  with  the  conspiracy  which  Ni- 
nigrate  the  Naraganfet  fachem  was  fuppofed  to  be  in  with 
the  Dutch  governor,  the  comrniffioners  of  the  Englifh 
:olonies  (all  but  Mr.  Bradftreet)  thought  to  be  a  fufficient 
ground  for  making  war  againft  the  Indians,  and  came 
:o  a  refo’ution  in  1653,  that  250  men  fhould  be  forth¬ 
with  raifed  in  the  feveral  colonies,  but  the  Maffachufets 
general  court  refufed  to  raife  their  quota.  The  hoftili- 
ies  between  the  Indians  continuing  until  1634,  and  many 
upland  Indians,  as  they  were  called,  viz.  Wampanoags, 
Pocanoticks  *,  &c.  being  collected  together,  the  com- 
niffioners  fent  a  meffenger  to  Ninigrate,  who  foon  re- 
urned  with  the  following  anlwer,  which  is  here  inferted 
0  fhew  the  authority  the  Englifla  affumed  at  that  time 

>ver  tne  Indians,  and  the  fenfe  they  ftill  retained  of  their 
ndependancy. 

tc  Jonathan  Gilbert  returned  18  Sept.  1654,  and 
6  brought  Ninigrate’s  anfwer  in  the  words  following : 
Having  acquainted  him  that  the  comrniffioners  were  met 
at  Hartford,  and  that  they  had  peruled  the  letter  fe.it  to 
the  governor  of  the  Maffachufets,  he  anfwered,  he  knew 
’  nothing  of  any  fuch  letter,  and  made  ftrange  of  it. 
Concerning  his  invading  the  Long-Hlanders,  he 
anfwered;  Wherefore  fhould  he  acquaint  the  commif- 
loners,  when  as  the  Long-I (landers  had  begun  with 
Tm  and  had  flain  a  fachem’s  fon  and  fixty  others  of  his 
men,  and  therefore  he  wiil  not  make  peace  with  the 
Afterwards  called  Philip’s  Indians. 


1654  cc  Long-Iflanders,  but  doth  defire  that  the  Englifh  will 
let  him  alone,  and  that  the  commiffioners  would  not 
<c  requeft  him  to  go  to  Hartford,  for  he  hath  done  no 
“  hurt.  What  fhould  he  do  there  ?  If  your  governor’s 
<c  fbn  was  (lain,  and  feveral  other  men,  would  you  afk 
counfel  of  another  nation  how  and  when  to  right  your- 
6C  felves  ?  and  added,  that  he  would  neither  go  nor  fend 
44  to  Hartford. 

Concerning  the  upland  Indians,  his  anfwer  was, 
44  That  they  were  his  friends  and  came  to  help  him 
44  againft  the  Long-Iflanders,  which  had  killed  feveral 
44  of  his  men.  Wherefore  fhould  he  acquaint  the  com- 
44.  miffioners  with  it,  he  did  but  right  his  own  quarrel, 
44  which  the  Long-Iflanders  began  with  him.55 

Upon  the  receipt  of  this  anfwer,  the  commiffioners 
agreed  to  raife  forthwith  270  foot  and  40  horfe  out  of 
the  feveral  colonies,  and  gave  a  commiffion  to  Major  Si¬ 
mon  Willard  to  command  them,  with  inftructions  44  to 
take  as  many  of  the  laid  forces  as  fhould  be  at  the  place 
of  rendezvous  by  the  1 3th  of  October,  and  to  march  with 
them  to  Ninigrate,  and' to  require  his  compliance  with 
the  demands  made  upon  him ;  and,  if  he  refilled,  to  com¬ 
pel  him  to  it  ;  and,  if  it  fhould  be  necelfary,  to  fend  im¬ 
mediately  for  the  remainder  of  the  forces,  and  a  greater 
number  if  necelfary.”  Willard  marched  with  his  men 
into  the  Naraganfet  country.  Ninigrate  with  his  men  had 
fecured  themfelves  in  a  fwamp,  where  it  was  not  thought 
advifeable  to  attack  them,  and  the  forces  returned  with 
no  other  fuccefs  than  the  bringing  off  a  number  of  the 
Pequods,  who  had  been  left  with  the  Naraganfets  by  the 
Englifh,  ever  fince  the  Pequod  war,  upon  the  promife  of 
an  annual  payment  for  each  head.  The  commander  made 
it  a  part  of  his  excufe,  that  the  iaftructions  to  him  were 
equivocal.  But  the  commiffioners  were  offended  at  this 
proceeding,  and  charged  him  with  negledting  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  humbling  the  pride  of  Ninigrate,  which  fince 
the  return  of  the  forces  was  greatly  increafed  *,  and  left 
him  to  confider  what  fatisfadtion  was  to  be  expedted 
from  him,  and  thofe  of  his  council  who  joined  with 

him. 
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him  *.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  Major  Willard  was  a  1654 
Maflachufets  man,  and  although  that  colony  had  fo  far 
complied  with  the  reft  as  to  join  in  fending  out  the  forces, 
yet  they  ftill  were  defirous  of  avoiding  an  open  war. 

This  was  the  fecond  time  of  their  preventing  a  general 
war,  contrary  to  the  minds  of  fix  of  the  commiflioners 
of  the  other  colonies  7. 

The  moll  remarkable  occurrence  in  the  colony,  in  the  1655 
year  1655,  was  the  trial  and  condemnation  of  Mrs.  Ann 
Hibbins  for  witchcraft.  Her  hufband,  who  died  in  the 
year  1654,  was  an  agent  lor  the  colony  in  England,  feveral 
years  one  of  the  aftiftants,  and  a  merchant  of  note  in  the 
town  of  Bofton ;  but  Ioffes  in  the  latter  part  cf  his  life 
had  reduced  his  eftatc,  and  increafed  the  natural  cnbbed- 
nefs  of  his  wife’s  temper,  which  made  her  turbulent  and 
quarreiiome,  and  brought  her  under  church  cenfures,  and 
at  length  rendered  her  lo  odious  to  her  neighbours  as  to 
caufe  fome  of  them  to  accufe  her  of  witchcraft.  The  jury 
brought  her  in  guilty,  but  the  magiftrates  refufed  to  ac¬ 
cept  the  verdifl;  fo  the  caufe  came  to  the  genera!  court, 
where  the  popular  clamour  prevailed  againft  her,  and  the 
miferable  old  woman  was  condemned  and  executed. 

Search  was  made  upon  her  body  for  tetts,  and  in  her 
chefts  and  boxes,  for  puppets,  images,  &c.  but  there  is 
no  record  of  any  thing  of  that  fort  being  found.  Mr. 

*  Records  of  united  colonies. 

f  Edward  VV  inflow ,  who  had  been  feveral  years  governor  of 
Phmouch  colony,  died  May  8,  1655,  on  board  the  fleet  which  was 
fent  againft  Hifpaniola.  He  was  fent  to  England  agent  for  the  Maf- 
(achufets.  tie  attained  to  fuch  favour,  as  to  be  made  one  of  Crom¬ 
well’s  grand  commiflioners  in  the  expedition.  He  was  a  gentleman  cf 
the  belt  family  of  any  of  the  Plimouth  planters,  his  father  Edward 
Window,  Efq;  being  a  perfon  of  fome  figure  at  Draughtwich  in  Wor- 
cefterflnre.  An  elegy,  occafloned  by  his  death,  has  much  of  the  fpi- 

rit  of  Thomas  Safflu’s  epitaph,  which  I  remember  to  have  read  in 
Stepney'  church  yard. 

The  eighth  of  May,  weft  from  ’Spaniola’s  fhore 
God  took  from  us  our  grand  commiflioner. 

Window  by  name,  a  man  in  chicfeft  truft/ 

1  Whofe  life  was  fweet  and  convention  juft, 

Whofe  parts  and  wifdom  moft  men’s  did  excel!, 

An  honour  to  his  place,  as  all  can  tdl. 

6  Beach, 


88  *  the  history, of 

655  Beach,  a  minifter  in  Jamaica,  in  a  letter  to  Dodtor  In-' 
creafe  Mather  in  the  year  1 684,  fays,  “  You  may  remem- 
‘  j^r  w»at  I  have  sometimes  told  you  your  famous  Mr. 

Norton  once  laid  at  his  own  table  before  Mr.  Wilfon 
“  the  pallor,  elder  Penn,  and  myfelf,  and  wife,  &c.  who 
had  the  honour  to  hi  his  guefls.  That  one  of  your  ma- 
“  gdlrates  wives,  as  I  remember,  was  hanged  for  a  witch, 

“  only  for  having  more  wit  than  her  neighbours.  It  was 
his  very  expreffion,  fhe  having,  as  he  explained  it,  un¬ 
happily  gueflld  that  tw'o  of  her  perfecutors,  whom  fhe 
“  faw  talking  in  the  ftreet,  were  talking  of  her;  which, 
“  proving  true,  coll:  her  her  life,  notwithftanding  all  he 
“  could  do  to  the  contrary,  as  he  himfelf  told  us.” 

It  fared  with  her  as  it  did  with  Joan  of  Arc  in  France. 
Some  counted  her  a  faint  and  feme  a  witch,  and  fome  ob- 
ferved  folemn  marks  of  Providence  fet  upon  thofe  who 
were  very  forward  to  condemn  her,  and  to  brand  others 
upon  the  like  ground  with  the  like  reproach  *.  This  was 
the  fecond  inftance  upon  record,  of  any  perlbn’s  being 
executed  for  witchcraft  in  Nevv-England  f. 

About  this  time,  however  inconfiltent  it  may  feem  with 
the  profeffed  ecclefiaftica!  contlitution  and  the  freedom  of 
every  church,  the  general  court,  in  feveral  inftances,  in- 
terpofed  their  authority.  They  laid  a  large  fine  upon  the 
church  at  Malden,  for  chufing  a  minifter  without  the  con- 
lent  and  approbation  of  the  neighbouring  churches  and 
allowance  ot  the  magift rates,  and  loon  after,  viz.  in  1653, 
they  reftrained  tne  north  church  in  Bofton  from  calling 
Mr.  Powell  to  be  their  minifter,  who  had  the  charadter 
of  a  well  gifted,  tho’  illiterate  man,  and  went  fo  far,  as 
to  recommend  to  them  Mr.  Reyner  who  had  been  a  mi¬ 
nifter  at  New-Plimouth. 

It  wasjuilly  obferved  upon  this  occafion,  that  “let 
“  the  experience  of  all  reformed  churches  be  confulted, 

*  Hubbard, 

t  She  was  not  executed  until  June  1656.  She  difpofed  of  her  eftate 
by  will,  executed  May  27,  1656,  and  a  codicil  June  16.  She  ap¬ 
pointed  feveral  of  the  principal  gentlemen  overfeers,  and  hoped  they 
would  fhew  her  fo  much  refpeft,  as  to  fee  her  decently  interred.  There 
was  no  forfeiture  of  goods  for  felony. 


“  and 
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**  and  it  will  appear,  that  diforder  and  confufion  in  the  1655 
“  church  will  not  be  avoided  by  all  the  determinations, 

“  advice  and  counfel  of  fynods  or  other  mefiengers  of 
“  churches,  unlefs  they  be  a  little  acuated  by  the  civil 
“  authority :  All  men  are  naturally  fo  wedded  to  their 
“  own  apprehenfions,  that,  unlefs  there  be  a  coercive 
“  power  to  reftrain,  the  order  and  rule  of  thegofpel  will 
“  not  be  attended 

Mr.  Endicot  was  governor  in  1655,  and  was  annually 
chofen  until  1660,  and  Mr.  Bellingham  deputy  governor 
each  year  +.  During  this  period,  the  trade  of  the  colony 
was  in  a  flourifhing  date,  free  admiffion  being  allowed 
to  all  nations,  and  the  veflels  of  the  colony  trading  to 
and  from  France,  Holland,  and  other  parts  of  Europe  ; 
the  importation  of  no  commodities  whatfoever  being  pro¬ 
hibited,  or  under  any  clog  or  reftraint.  Notwithftand- 
ing  the  great  variety  of  fe&aries  in  England,  there  had 
been  no  divifions  of  any  confequence  in  the  Maffachu- 
fets;  but  from  163710  1656,  they  enjoyed,  in  general, 
great  quietnefs  in  their  ecclefiaftieai  affairs,  difcords  in 
particular  churches  being  healed  and  made  up  by  a  fub- 
miffion  to  the  arbitrament  of  neighbouring  churches,  and 
fometimes  the  interpofition  of  the  civil  power.  The  re¬ 
putation,  not  only  of  the  conflitution  of  the  churches,  but 
alfo  of  the  New-England  clergy  had  been  for  fome  time 
very  great  in  England,  and  the  opinions  of  Mr.  Cotton, 
Hooker,  Davenport,  and  others,  are  cited  as  authorities 
by  many  Englifh  divines.  The  perfection  of  the  epil- 
copalians  by  the  prevailing  powers  in  England,  was  evi¬ 
dently  from  revenge  for  the  perfecution  they  had  fuffered 
themfelves,  and  from  political  conliderations  and  the  pre¬ 
valence  of  a  party,  feeing  all  other  opinions  and  profef- 
fions,  however  abfurd,  were  tolerated,  but  in  New-Eng- 

*  Hubbard, 

*f'  Ricbaid  Ruffe  1  and  Tnomas  Danforth  were  chofen  affiflants  in 
1659,  the  former  of  Charleltown  ;  his  fon,  grandfon,  and  two  of  his 
great  grandfons  have  been  fince  of  the  council.  The  latter  was  of 
Cam  budge,  and  had  a  great  fhare  in  managing  the  public  affairs  in  the 
moll  difficult  times.  IT*  left  no  male  children. 

N  Jand^, 
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1655  land,  it  muft  be  confeffed,  that  bigotry  and  cruel  zeal 
prevailed,  and  to  that  degree,  that  no  opinions  but  their 
own  could  be  tolerated.  They  were  fincere,  but  miftaken 
in  their  principles ;  and  abfurd  as  it  is,  it  is  too  evident, 
they  believed  it  to  be  for  the  glory  of  God  to  take  away 
the  lives  of  his  creatures  for  maintaining  tenets  contrary 
to  what  they  profeffed  themfelves.  This  occafioned  com¬ 
plaints  againft  the  colony  to  the  parliament  and  to  Crom¬ 
well,  but  without  fuccefs*. 

Mr.  Window,  the  agent  for  the  colony  in  England,  be¬ 
ing  dead,  Mr.  Leveret,  one  of  CromwelPs  commiflioners 
in  the  expedition  to  Acadie,  was  appointed  in  his  dead. 
Cromwell  had  been  very  defirous  of  drawing  off  the  New- 
Englanders  to  people  Ireland  after  his  fucceffes  there,  and 
the  inhabitants  of  New-Haven  had  ferious  thoughts  of 
removing  but  did  not  carry  their  defign  into  execution. 
Jamaica  being  conquered,  Cromwell  renewed  his  invita¬ 
tion  to  the  colony  of  the  Mafiachufets  to  remove,  and  to 
go  and  people  that  ifland  ;  and  it  appears,  by  Mr.  Leve¬ 
ret’s  letters  and  a  letter  from  the  general  court  to  Crom¬ 
well,  that  he  had  it  much  at  heart  f.  Cromwell  forefaw 

that 

*  In  1655,  a  diftemper  went  through  the  plantations  in  New-Eng- 
land  like  to  that  in  1 647.  It  was  fo  epidemical,  that  few  were  able  to 
vifit  their  friends  at  any  diftance  to  perform  the  lall  offices  to  them. 
It  vvas  attended  with  a  faint  cough.  Mr.  Nathaniel  Rogers,  minifter 
of  Ipfwich,  died  of  it  July  2d.  He  was  loir  of  Mr.  John  Rogers,  a 
celebrated  puritan  preacher  at  Dedham  in  England,  defcended  from 
the  protomartyr  in  Queen  Mary’s  reign.  Hubbard. 

f  “  At  my  preferring  your  letter,  of  the  firft  of  December  1656,  to 
his  Highnefs,  he  vvas  pleafed  to  enquire  of  Nevv-England’s  condition, 
and  what  news  a3  to  the  bufinefs  of  Jamaica,  to  which  I  gave  anfwer 
according  to  the  advice  received.  By  his  refent  thereof,  together  with 
what  J  had  from  him  the  18th  of  November,  he  manifefteth  a  very 
Rrong  defire  in  him  for  fome  leading  and  coniiderable  company  of 
New-England  men  to  go  thither;  for  at  that  time  he  was  pleafed  to 
exprefs,  that  he  did  apprehend  the  people  of  New-England  had  as 
clear  a  call  to'tranfport  themfelves  from  thence  to  Jamaica,  as  they 
had  from  England  to  Nevv-England,  in  order  to  their  bettering  their 
outward  condition,  God  having  promifed  his  people  fhould  be  the 
head  and  not  the  tail  ;  beiides,  that  defign  hath  its  tendency  to  the 
overthrow  of  the  man  of  fin ;  and  withal  was  pleafed  to  add,  that 

though 
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that  the  Weft-India  planters  would  raife  eftates.  Far  fa-  1655 
perior  to  thofe  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  northern  colonies, 

and 

if  r  ,  ,  1  1  » 

*  .  ?  »  o  +*  v-.  •  i  *  *  r  *  , 

though  the  people  had  been  fickly,  yet  it  was  faid  to  be  a  climaCterical 
year,  that  others  had  been  to  view  the  place,  as  Mevis  people,  who 
upon  liking  were  gone  down,  and  Chriftophers  people  were  upon  mo¬ 
tion,  and  he  hoped  by  what  intelligence  he  had  from  Capt.  Gookin, 
that  fome  confiderable  numbers  would  go  from  New-England.  His 
Highnefs  was  pleafed  to  hear  me  in  what  I  objected.  As  to  the  bet¬ 
tering  our  outward  condition,  though  we  had  not  any  among  us  that 
had  to  boaft,  as  fome  particulars  in  other  plantations,  of  raifing  them- 
felves  to  great  eftates,  yet  take  the  body  of  the  people  and  all  things 
confidered,  they  lived  more  comfortably  like  Englilhmen  than  any  of 
the  reft  of  the  plantations ;  to  which  his  Highnefs  replied,  that  they 
were  more  induftrious,  what  then  would  they  be  in  a  better  country  ; 
to  which  I  added,  that  there  were  more  in  New-England  produced  to 
beipeak  us  a  .commonwealth  than  in  all  the  Englifh  plantations  be- 
fides,  the  .which  his  Highnefs  granted.  I  objecting  the  contrariety  of 
fpirics,  principles,  manners,  and  cuftoms  of  the  people  of  New-Eno-- 
land  to  them  that  were  at  the  ifland  or  in  any  other*  plantations  that; 
could  remove  thither,  fo  not  like  to  cement,  his  Highnefs  replied, 
that  were  there  confiderable  perfons  that  would  remove  from  thence, 
they  fhould  have  the  government  in  their  hands  and  be  /Lengthened 
with  the  authority  of  England,  who  might  be  capable  of  giving  check 
to  the  ill  and  vicious  manners  of  all.  Whilft  his  Highnefs  was  pleafed 
to  entertain  me  with  thefe  difcourfes,  an  honourable  gentlemen  of  his 
council  came  in,  who  hearing  his  Highnefs  upon  New-England,  was 
pleafed  to  exprefs  himfelf  concerning  New-England’s  rigtdnefs  and 
perfecution ;  to  which  his  Highnefs  was  pleafed  to  anfvver  very  much 
in  the  favour  of  them,  that  they  acted  like  wife  men,  and  God  had 
broken  the  defigns  of  evil  inftruments,  bearing  witnefs  with  them 
againft  evil  feducers  which  had  rifen  up  among  them,  mentioning  one 
or  two  ;  to  which  that  honourable  gentleman  replied,  the  mifcarriage 
of  particular  perfons  proved  not  God's  bearing  witnefs  againft  the 
body  of  them  that  withdrew  and  departed  from  them  for  their  ricrid- 
nefs;  to  which,  with  their  favour,  I  replied,  that  if  Rhode  Ifland  and 
thofe  parts  were  intended,  that  then  God  had  born  witnefs  againft  them 
m  general  as  well  as  againft  particulars,  which  would  appear  by  that 
i.cofenefs  and  profanenefs  they  were  left  to,  fo  that  they  had  not  only 
declined  cnriftian  religion  but  moral  obfervatious ;  to  which  the  ho¬ 
nourable  gentleman  was  pleafed  to  wave  the  credit  thereof,  and  ex¬ 
prefs,  tuat  if  it  were  fo,  he  thought  his  Highnefs  ought  to  animadvert 
upon  one  and  the  other.  Much  more  palled  in  difcourle,  and  his 
Hignnefs  bioke  oft  with  this,  that  he  would  not  impofe  any  particu¬ 
lar  injunction  upon  me,”  Extrad  from  J.  Leveret’s  letter  to  gover¬ 
nor  Endicot,  Loudon  zo  Dec.  1656. 

‘  «•.  *  -VT 
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1655  and  though  a  mere  worldly  confideration was  not  proper 
for  him  to  urge,  yet  accompanied  with  the  fulfilment  of 
a  divine  promife,  that  God’s  people  ftiould  be  the  head 
and  not  the  tail,  it  was  in  character,  and  he  artfully 
enough  joined  it  with  the  other  confideration.  But  all 
was  infufficient  to  induce  the  people  of  New-England  to 
quit  a  country  where  they  could  live  tolerably,  and 
were  indulged  with  all  the  privileges  they  defired,  and 
we  have  no  account  of  many  families  having  removed. 
A  few  accepted  the  invitation.  Complaints  were  carried 
to  Cromwell  from  Rhode  Ifland  againft  the  Mafiachu- 
fets,  by  Clark,  Holmes  and  others,  but  Mr.  Leveret, 

The  Court’s  letter  to  Oliver  Cromwell* 

✓  i  r  ,  '  • ' 

“  SIR, 

We  received  by  Capt.  Gookin  your  Highnefs’s  proposals  for  the  re¬ 
moval  of  fome  of  our’s  to  the  ifland  of  Jamaica,  which,  by  our  order, 
were  communicated  to  the  people  of  this  jurifdidlion,  in  compliance 
with  your  Highnefs’s  good  and  pious  intentions  of  planting  the  place 
with  fuch  as  through  the  blefling  of  God  may  hopefully  promote  a  de- 
fign  fo  religious.  But  if,  by  the  intelligence  from  thence  of  the  mor¬ 
tality  of  the  Englifli  there,  the  motion  here  anfwereth  not  expe&ation, 
may  it  pleafe  your  Highnefs  not  to  impute  it  to  us  as  declining  your 
fervice,  much  lefs  as  difaccepting  your  favour  and  endeavours  of  pro¬ 
moting  what  may  conduce  to  our  welfare,  wherein  we  have  always 
found  your  Highnefs  ready  upon  all  occafions  to  teftify  the  fame ;  and 
in  particular  by  your  gracious  acceptance  of  our  laft  by  Capt.  Leve¬ 
ret,  by  whom  we  found  ourfelves  neceflitated  to  make  our  addrefles 
to  your  Highnefs,  that  by  your  juft  favour  we  might  be  fupported, 
without  which,  we  have  caufe  to  fear,  we  cannot  be  fecure  from  the 
clamours  and  calumnies  of  fome  whole  endeavours  may  be  to  render 
us  obnoxious  to  your  difpleafure. — We  account  it  our  duty,  to  our  ut- 
moft  power,  to  advance  your  Highnefs’s  fervice,  and  if  all  other  op¬ 
portunities  fhall  be  wanting,  yet  never  to  ceafe  to  prefent  our  requefts 
to  him  that  is  able  abundantly  to  recompence  all  your  labours  of  love 
to  his,  to  preferve  your  Highnefs,  long  to  continue  you  a  happy  in- 
flrument  to  carry  on  his  work,  overthrow  the  enemies  of  his  truth, 
and  to  enlarge  the  kingdom  of  his  dear  fon,  in  whom  we  are 

Your  Highnefs’s  moft  obliged  fervants, 

Jo.  Endicct,  gov. 

Bofton,  in  New  England,  Rich.  Bellingham,  dep.  gov. 

the  24th  October,  1656.  Edward  Rawfon,  fecr. 

In  the  name  and  with  the  confent 
of  the  general  court.’* 

i  who 
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•  *  \ 

who  was  a  captain  of  horfe  under  Cromwell,  during  1655 
fome  part  of  the  war,  had  much  of  his  favour,  and 
though  he  could  not  prevent  the  Rhode  Iflanders  from 
being  favourably  received,  for  no  fed:  could  fail  of  an 
advocate  in  Cromweirs  court,  yet  he  prevented  fo  much 
as  an  enquiry  into  the  condud  of  the  Maffachufets.  Nay, 
Cromwell  applauded  the  colony  for  banifhing  the  evil  le- 
ducers  which  had  rifen  up  among  them,  of  which  Mr. 
Wheelwright  and  Mrs.  Hutchinfon  were  the  chief,  and 
probably  he  had  a  view  to  them  in  particular.  This 
fame  Mr.  Wheelwright  had  been  feveral  years  in  Eng¬ 
land,  and  lived  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sir  Henry  Vane, 
who  had  been  his  patron  in  New-England  and  now  took 
great  notice  of  him.  Vane  being  difaffeded  to  Cromwell, 
it  is  not  likely  that  Cromwell  had  any  great  efteem  for 
Wheelwright,  yet  he  fent  for  him  by  one  of  his  guard  *, 
and  after  a  very  orthodox  difcourfe,  according  to  Mr. 
Wheelwright’s  apprehenfions  of  orthodoxy,  and  with¬ 
out  lhewing  countenance  to  fedaries  *f,”  he  exhorted 
him  to  perfeverance  againft  his  oppofers,  and  allured  him 
their  notions  would  vanilh  into  nothing.  This  meeting, 
effedually  engaged  Mr.  Wheelwright  in  Cromwell’s  fa- 

*  c<  I  have  lately  been  at  London  about  five  weeks.  My  Lord  Pro¬ 
testor  was  pleafed  to  fend  one  of  his  guard  for  me,  with  whom  I  had 
difcourfe,  in  private,  about  the  fpace  of  an  hour.  All  his  fpeeches 
feemed  to  me  very  orthodox  and  gracious,  no  way  favouring  fedaries. 

He  fpake  very  experimentally  to  my  apprehenfion  of  the  work  of  God’s 
grace,  and  knowing  what  oppofition  I  met  withal  from  fome  whom  I 
fhall  not  name,  exhorted  me  to  perfeverance,  in  thefe  very  words  as 
I  remember,  *  Mr.  Wheelwright  ftand  faft  in  the  Lord,  and  you  fhall 
fee  that  thefe  notions  will  vanifh  into  nothing,’  or  to  that  efFed.  Many 
men,  efpecially  the  fedaries,  exclaim  againft  him  with  open  mouths, 
but  I  hope  he  is  a  gracious  man.  I  faw  the  lord  mayor  and  fheriff 
with  their  officers  carry  fundry  of  the  fifth  monarchy  men  to  prifon, 
as  Mr.  Can,  Mr.  Day  with  others  who  ufed  to  meet  together  in  Col- 
man  ftreet  to  preach  and  pray  againft  the  Lord  protedor  and  the  prefect 

power,  &c.”  Mr,  Wheelwright' 5  letter  to  the  church  at  Hampton,  Ap„ 

20.  1658. 

t  All  that  do  not  think  as  we  do  in  religion,  are  fedaries.  There 
would  be  fome  difficulty  in  determining  who,  upon  this  oc<  afion,  were 
referred  to  as  fedaries,  if  the  fifth  monarchy  men  had  not  been  men¬ 
tioned  prefently  after. 

N  3 
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1655  vour.  Leveret’s  and  Wheelwright’s  letters,  compared, 
confirm  a  diftinguifhing  part  of  Cromwell’s  character. 
Befidesthecomplaintsfrom  Rhode  Ifland,  Rigby,  Gorges, 
and  Godfrey,  who  claimed  lands  by  patents  in  the  eaftern 
parts  of  New-England,  made  complaints  to  Cromwell 
againft  the  colony  for  ufurpation;  and  there  were  others 
who  envied  the  flourifhing  ftate  of  the  colony  ;  but  by 
means  of  Mr.  Leveret’s  dilcreet  management,  and  the  fa¬ 
vourable  opinion  Cromwell  had  conceived,  all  attempts  to 
its  prejudice  were  to  no  purpofe  *.  He  did  not  fhew  like 
favour  to  the  other  colonies.  < 

Cromwell  feems  to  have  been  the  firft  who  had  a 
true  fenfe  of  the  importance  of  the  colonies  to  their  mo¬ 
ther  country.  The  expedition  to  Hifpaniola  was  by  him 
well  intended,  though  by  his  fervants  badly  executed, 
and  his  plan  for  enlarging  the  national  intereft  in  Ame¬ 
rica  no  doubt  extended  further  than  the  conqueft  of  that 
ifland.  Let  us  take  a  view  of  the  ftate  of  the  colonies  at 
that  time.  Barbados  was  then  more  populous  than  it  is 
at  prefent.  That  ifland  and  the  Caribbees  were  under  the 
fame  government.  Thefe  wi:h  Virginia,  Maryland  and 
Bermudas  refufed  to  acknowledge  the  parliament  whilft 
the  King  lived,  and  it  occafloned  fome  trouble  to  reduce 
them  after  his  death.  They  were  all  the  colonies,  except 
New-England,  which  were  fettled  when  Cromwell  took 
the  government  upon  him.  There  were  no  lefs  than  three 
different  governors  over  Virginia  during  his  fhort  rule, 
Digby,  Bennet  and  Matthews.  Barbados  furrendered  to 
Sir  George  Ayfcough,  upon  condition  that  the  govern¬ 
ment  fhould  be  by  governor,  council  and  aflembly,  and 
Daniel  Searl  being  appointed  their  governor  continued 
until  the  reft  oration.  It  was  a  rafh  thing  to  refill;  the  fu- 
preme  authority  in  England  and  gave  great  offence.  Un- 

*  if  Although  his  Highnefs  and  divers  of  the  council  are  very  cor¬ 
dial  friends  to  New-England,  yet  there  are  not  wanting  thofe  who 
wait  an  opportunity  of  complaints  coming  againft  you  to  u fher  in 
foinething  elfe  ;  the  great  privileges  belonging  to  New-England  being 
matter  of  envy,  as  of  fome  in  other  plantations,  fo  of  divers  in  Eng¬ 
land  who  trade  to  thofe  places/’  Leveret’s  letter  to  Endicct * 

til 
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til  then,  all  the  colonies  had  been  indulged  in  a  free  open  1655 
trade  to  and  from  all  parts  of  the  world,  unlefs  the  pri¬ 
vileges  granted  to  the  Eaft-India  company  made  an  ex¬ 
ception  \  but  Cromwell  obtained  an  a£l  or  ordinance  of 
the  parliament,  prohibiting  the  plantations  from  receiving 
or  exporting  any  European  commodities,  except  in  Eng- 
lifli  built  fhips  navigated  by  Englifhmen,  and  all  cor- 
refpondence  was  forbidden  with  any  nation  or  coiony  not 
fubjefl:  to  England,  and  no  alien  was  allowed  to  fet  up  a 
fadlory  or  carry  on  a  trade  in  the  plantations.  Virginia 
made  heavy  complaints,  that  they  were  not  allowed  to 
fend  off  their  produce  to,  nor  to  import  neceffarics  from, 
any  foreign  countries,  whilft  England  alone  (they  faid) 
could  not  take  off  their  produce,  nor  could  they  at  that 
time  be  fupplied  from  thence  with  all  things  necelfary  for 
them.  But,  however  grievous  this  a£t  might  prove  to  the 
other  colonies,  it  is  certain  that  thofe  of  New-England, 
whether  it  was  defigned  to  extend  there  or  not,  lutfered 
nothing  by  it.  In  a  letter  to  Cromwell,  in  1654,  the 
Maffachufets  feem  to  be  under  fears  leaft  they  fhould  be 
deprived  of  the  privileges  which  had  been  indulged  to 
them  by  his  predeceffors,  and  hope  his  Highnefs  will  be 
no  lefs  propitious,  and  will  not  be  difpleafed  with  them 
for  alferting  their  juft  privileges,  to  the  prejudice  whereof 
fome  attempts  had  been  made  by  the  commanders  of 
fhips,  efpecially  by  fome  armed  with  commifTion,  which 
though  for  fear  of  offending  they  had  patiently  endured, 
yet  they  thought  it  not  fafe  to  approve  of  fuch  adlings, 

&c.  If  this  letter  had  refpedt  to  any  attempts  to  regu¬ 
late  the  trade,  they  were  attempts  which  were  foon  given 
over  and  caufed  little  or  no  interruption,  and  they  were 
not  only  indulged  in  their  trade  to  all  parts,  but  that  ex¬ 
traordinary  privilege  of  having  their  goods  imported  into 
England,  free  from  all  cuftom  which  other  fubje£ts  were 
liable  to  pay,  feems  to  have  been  continued  until  the  re- 
ftoration.  No  wonder  if  they  were  envied  by  the  other 
colonies,  and  if  the  merchants  in  England  were  diffatisfied 
alfo  with  the  continuance  of  the  laft  mentioned  extraor¬ 
dinary  favour.  s 
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1  f'f*  ^  the  year  1 656,  began  what  has  been  generally,  and 

166c  T  lmPI  °periy,  called  the  periecution  of  the  Quakers  * 
.1660  Two  years  before,  an  order  had  been  made,  ffiat eTery 

T“  *  -nt  W!‘°  kad  *n  tke*r  Cuft°dy  any  of  the  books  of 

rnh‘\r  VCS  ?n,t  Lodowick  Muggleton,  “  who  pretend 
e  the  two  laft  witneffes  and  prophets  of  Jefus  Chrift  ” 

which  books  were  laid  to  be  full  of  blafphemies,  ffiould 

ring  or  fend  them  in  to  the  next  magiftrate,  within  one 

month,  on  pain  of  ten  pounds  for  each  book  remaining 

10  anyPer,0n  s  kanc^s  after  that  time.  No  perfon  appeared 
profeffing  the  opinions  of  the  quakers  until  July' i6z6% 
when  Mary  Filher  f  and  Ann  Auftin  arrived  from  Bar- 
oados.  A  few  weeks  after  arrived  in  the  fhip  Speedwell 
of  London,  Rober  Lock  matter,  nine  more  of  thefe  iti¬ 
nerants,  whofe  names  “after  the  flelh,”  the  language  they 
uied  to  the  officers  fent  to  make  enquiry,  were  William 
Brend,  Thomas  Thurfton,  Chriftopher  Holder,  John 
Copeland  Richard  Smith,  Mary  Prince,  Dorothy  Waugh, 
Sarah  Gibbons,  and  Mary  Witherhead  On  the  8th  of 
September,  they  were  brought  before  the  court  of  affiftants, 
and  being  examined,  and  each  of  them  queftioned  how  they 
could  make  it  appear  that  God  fent  them,  after  a  paufe 
they  anfwered,  that  they  had  the  fame  call  which  Abraham 
had  to  go  out  of  his  country  ;  to  other  queftions  they 
gave  rude  and  contemptuous  anfwers,  which  is  the  reafon 
affigned  for  committing  them  to  prifon.  A  great  number 
of  their  books  which  they  had  brought  over,  with  intent 
to  fcatter  them  about  the  country,  were  feized  and  relerved 


* 


1  his  kR  made  its  firft  appearance  in  England,  in  the  year  i6cz. 
1  hey  Toon  Ipread  themfelves  into  America. 

*f-  Mary  Fifher  travelled  as  far  as  Adrianople,  and  coming  near  the 
grand  vizier’s  camp,  fhe  procured  a  man  to  inform  him  that  there  was 
an  Engjifh  woman  had  fomething  to  declare  from  the  great  God  to  the 
great  i  uric.  She  was  introduced,  and  delivered  her  me/Tage,  &c„ 

New- England  judged,  by  G.  Bijhop .  She  fared  better  among  the  Turks 
than  among  chriltians. 

t  Mr,  Neale  fays  they  came  from  Rhode  Iiland,  I  take  this  account 
from  the  records  of  the  luperior  court.  See  a  letter  from  the  prefident, 
<fcc.  or  Rhode  I  Hand  in  the  appendix,  fhewing  the  fen  fs  they  had  of 
the  quakers  at  that  time, 

for 


MASSACHUSETS-BAY.  i97 

for  the  fire.  Soon  after  this,  as  the  governor  was  going  1656 
from  the  public  vvorfhip  on  the  Lord’s  day  to  his  own  to 
houfe,  fevera!  gentlemen  accompanying  him.  Mary  Prince  1 660 
called  to  him  from  a  window  of  the  prifon,  railing  at  and 
revilinghim, faying,  Woe  unto  thee,  thouart  an  opprefior; 
and  denouncing  the  judgments  of  God  upon  him.  Not 
concent  with  this  fhe  wrote  a  letter,  to  the  governor  and 
magiftrates,  filled  with  opprobrious  fluff.  The  governor 
fent  for  her  twice  from  the  prifon  to  his  houfe,  and  took 
much  pains  to  perfuade  her  to  defifl  from  fuch  extrava¬ 
gancies.  Two  of  the  miniflers  were  prefent,  and  with 
much  moderation  and  tendernefs  endeavoured  to  con¬ 
vince  her  of  her  errors,  to  which  five  returned  the  groffeft 
railings,  reproaching  them  as  hirelings,  deceivers  of 
the  people,  Baal’s  priefls,  the  feed  of  the  ferpent,  of  the 
brood  of  Ifhmael  and  the  like. 

The  court  pafled  fentence  of  banifhment  againft  them 
all,  and  required  the  mailer  of  the  fhip  in  which  they 
came,  to  become  bound  with  fureties,  to  the  value  of 
five  hundred  pounds,  to  carry  them  all  away*,  and 
caufed  them  to  be  committed  to  prifon  until  the  fhip 
fhould  be  ready  to  fail.  At  this  time  there  was  no  fpe- 
cial  provifion  by  law  for  the  punifhment  of  quakers  ; 
they  came  within  a  colony  law  againft  hereticks  in  ge¬ 
neral.  At  the  next  feffions  of  the  general  court,  the  14th 
af  October  following,  an  a£t  paifed,  laying  a  penalty  of 
me  hundred  pounds  upon  the  mailer  of  any  veffel  who 
hould  bring  a  known  quaker  into  any  part  of  the  colony, 
ind  requiring  him  to  give  fecurity  to  carry  him  back 
igain  5  that  the  quaker  fhould  be  immediately  fent  to 
he  houfe  of  correction  and  whipped  twenty  ftripes,  and 
fterwards  kept  to  hard  labour  until  tranfportation.  They 
Ifo  laid  a  penalty,  of  five  pounds,  for  importing,  and 
he  like  for  diiperfing  quakers  books,  and  fevere  penal- 
ies  for  defending  their  heretical  opinions.  And  the  next 
ear,  an  additional  law  was  made,  by  which  all  perfons 
fere^fubjedted  to  the  penalty  of  forty  (hillings  for  every 
our  s  entertainment  given  to  any  known  quaker,  and 

?  I  cannot  find  what  law  they  had  for  this. 
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1C56  any  quaker,  after  the  firft  convieflion,  if  a  man  was 
to  to  lofe  one  ear,  and  a  fecond  time  the  other  j  a  woman, 
1660  each  timetobe  feverely  whipped ;  and  the  third  time,  man 
or  woman,  to  have  their  tongues  bored  through  with  a 
red  hot  iron ;  and  every  quaker,  who  fhould  become 
Inch  in  the  colony,  were  fubjedted  to  the  like  punifh- 
ments.  In  May  1658,  a  penalty  of  ten  (hillings  was 
laid  on  every  perfon  prefent  at  a  quaker’s  meeting,  and 
five  pounds  upon  every  one  fpeaking  at  fuch  meeting. 
Notwithftanding  all  this  feverity,  the  number  of  quaker’s 
as  might  well  have  been  expected,  increafing  rather  than 
diminifhing*,  in  Odlober  following,  a  further  law  was 
made  for  punilhing  with  death  all  quakers  who  Ihould 
return  into  the  jurifdidlion  after  banifhmentf.  That 
feme  provifion  was  necefiary  againft  thefe  people,  fo  far 
as  they  were  difturbers  of  civil  peace  and  order,  every 
one  will  allow  ;  but  fuch  fanguinary  laws  againft  particu¬ 
lar  dodtrines  or  tenets  in  religion  are  not  to  be  defended. 
The  raoft  that  can  be  faid  for  our  anceftors  is,  that  they 
tried  gentler  means  at  firft,  which  they  found  utterly  inef- 
redtual,  and  that  they  followed  the  example  of  the  authori¬ 
ties  in  moft  other  ftates  and  in  moft  ages  of  the  world,  who, 
with  the  like  abiurdity,  have  fuppofed  every  perfon  could 
and  ought  to  think  as  they  did,  and  when  the  like  cruelty 
have  punffhed  fuch  as  appeared  to  differ  from  them. 
We  may  add,  that  it  was  with  reludtance  that  thefe  un¬ 
natural  laws  were  carried  into  execution,  as  we  fhall  fee 

*  This  is  the  ordinary  eonfequence  of  pity  and  compaiTion  for  the 
fufterers.  .And  although  it  has  been  obferved  that  perfecution  tends  to 
frighten  men  from  coming  into  a  country,  yet  it  was  a  charaderiftick 
of  this  fed,  at  the  beginning  of  it,  to  court  perfecution,  and  to  fub- 
mit  to  death,  with  an  infatuation  equal  to  that  of  fome  roman  catho¬ 
lic  priells  carrying  their  religion  into  China  or  Tartary. 

Great  oppolition  was  made  to  this  law,  the  magiftrates  were  the 
moll  zealous,  and  in  general  for  it;  but  it  was  rejeded  at  firlf  by  the 
deputies,  afterwards,  upon  reconfideration,  concurred  by  12  againft 
11,  with  an  amendment  that  the  trial  fnould  be  by  a  fpecial  jury. 
Capt.  Kaward  Hutchinfon  and  Opt.  Thomas  Clark,  two  of  the 
court,  defired  leave  to  enter  their  diilent  againft  this  law-  Nc*w  Eng- 
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by  a  further  account  of  proceedings.  Nicholas  Upfhall  1656 
was  apprehended  in  October  1656,  fined  twenty  pounds,  to 
and  banifhed  for  reproaching  the  magiftrates  and  fpeak-  1660 
ing  againft  the  law  made  againft  quakers,  and  returning 
in  1659  was  imprifoned  f .  At  the  fame  court,  William 
Robinfon,  Marmaduke  Stephenfon,  Mary  Dyer  and 
Nicholas  Davis  were  brought  to  trial.  The  firft  gave  no 
particular  account  of  himfelf.  Stephenfon  had  made  a 
public  difturbance  in  the  congregation  at  Boftonthe  15th 
of  June  before.  He  acknowledged  himfelf  to  be  one  of 
thofe  the  world  called  quakers,  and  declared  that  in  the 
year  1656,  at  Shipton  in  York  (Hire,  as  he  was  at  plough 
lie  faw  nothing  but  heard  an  audible  voice  faying,  “  I 
have  ordained  thee  to  be  a  prophet  to  the  nations,”  &c. 

%  Dyer  declared  that  fhe  came  from  Rhode  Ifland  *  to 
vifit  the  quakers,  that  file  was  of  their  religion,  which 

file  affirmed  was  the  truth,  and  that  the  light  within  her 
was  the  rule,  &c. 

a  Davis  came  from  Barnftaple,  he  came  into  court  with 
his  hat  on,  confefled  he  had  forfaken  the  ordinances  and 
reforted  to  the  quakers.  The  jury  found,  “  that  they  were 
all  quakers.”  Robinfon  was  whipped  20  (tripes  for  abufing 
the  court,  and  they  were  all  banifhed  on  pain  of  death. 

Patience  Scot,  a  girl  of  about  1 1  years  of  age,  came  I 
fuppofefrom  Providence,  her  friends  lived  there,  and  pro- 
fefiing  herfelf  to  be  one  of  thofe  whom  the  world  in  fcorn 
calls  quakers,  was  committed  to  prifon,  and  afterwards 
brought  to  court.  *7  he  record  (lands  thus.  c;  The  court 
duly  confidering  the  malice  of  Satan  and  his  inftruments 
by  all  means  and  ways  to  propagate  error  and  difturb  the 
truth,  and  biing  in  confufion  among  us,  that  Satan  is  put 
to  hiS  (huts  to  make  ufe  of  fuch  a  child,  not  being  of  the 
years  of  diferetion,  nor  undemanding  the  principles  of 
religion,  judge  meet  10  far  to  flight  her  as  a  quaker,  as 

t  Nicholas  Upfhall  was  a  member  of  Bofton  church,  a  very  old 
p!an-  When  he  was  banifhed,  he  went  firft  to  Plimouth,  where  peo- 
p  e  were  forbad  entertaining  him  ;  but  lome  that  were  more  corn- 

paffionate,  prevailed  upon  the  authority  to  fuffer  him  to  tarry  until  the 
■Prln£*  New- England judged. 

Her  hulband  or  Ion,  William  Dyer,  was  fecretary  of  that  colony. 

only 
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1656  only  to  admonifh  and  inftruft  her  according  to  her  capa- 
to  city,  and  fo  difcharge  her,  Capt.  Hutchinfon  undertake 
T  660  ing  to  fend  her  home.”  Strange,  fuch  a  child  fhould  be 
impnfoned !  it  would  have  been  horrible  if  there  had 
been  any  further  feverity 

Robinson,  Stephenfon  and  Dyer,  at  the  next  general 
court,  were  brought  upon  trial,  and  “  for  their  rebellion, 
fedition,  and  prefumptuous  obtruding  themfelves  after  ba- 
niflrnent  upon  pain  of  death,”  were  fentenced  to  die;  the 
two  firft  were  executed  the  27th  of  Oftober -f .  Dyer, 
upon  the  petition  of  William  Dyer  her  fon,  was  reprieved, 
on  condition  that  fhe  departed  thejurifdidlion  in  48  hours; 
and  if  fhe  returned,  to  fuffer  the  fentence.  She  was  car¬ 
ried  to  the  gallows,  and  flood  with  a  rope  about  her  neck 
until  the  others  were  executed.  She  was  fo  infatuated  as 
afterwards  to  return,  and  was  executed  June  ift,  1660 
fhe  court  thought  it  advifable  to  publifh  a  vindication 
of  their  proceedings ;  they  urge  the  example  of  England 
in  the  provifion  made  againft  jefuits,  which  might  have 
fonie  weight  againft  a  charge  brought  from  thence,  but  in 
every  other  part  of  their  vindication,  as  may  well  be  fup- 
pofed  from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  there  is  but  the  bare 

s/ 

*  Bifhop  fays,  that  they  cut  off  the  right  ear  of  Holder,  Cope¬ 
land,  and  Rous  in  the  prifon,  and  that  Catherine  Scott,  mother  of 
Patience  Scott,  reproving  them  for  a  deed  of  darknefs,  they  whipped 
her  ten  ftripes  ;  though  they  allowed  her  to  be  otherwife  of  blamelefs 
converfation  and  well  bred,  being  a  miniftePs  daughter  in  England. 
New- England judged. 

T  Mr.  Winthrop,  the  governor  of  Connecticut,  laboured  to  prevent 
their  execution,  and  Col.  Temple  went  to  the  court  and  told  them, 
€i  that  if  according  to  their  declaration,  they  defired  their  lives  ab- 
fent,  rather  than  their  deaths  prefent,  he  would  carry  them  away  and 
provide  for  them  at  his  own  charge  ;  and  if  any  of  them  lhould  re¬ 
turn,  he  would  fetch  them  away  again.”  This  motion  was  well 
liked  by  all  the  magiftrates  except  two  or  three,  and  they  propofed  it 
to  the  deputies  the  next  day,  but  thofe  two  or  three  magistrates,  with 
the  deputies,  prevailed  to  have  execution  done.  New-England  judged, 

X  Being  afked  what  (he  had  to  fay,  why  fentence  fhould  not  be  ex¬ 
ecuted,  She  anfwered,  that  fhe  denied  their  law,  came  to  bear  wit- 
ru’is  ;  ainft  it,  and  could  not  chufe  but  come  and  do  as  formerly. 

'1  hi.'  'i  the  fame  Mary  Dyer,  who  in  the  year  1637  was  baniflied  for 
her  fomiliftical  tenets* 
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fhadow  of  reafon.  Chriftopher  Holder,  who  had  found  1656 
the  way  into  the  jurifdi&ion  again,  was,  at  this  court,  ba-  to 
niflied  upon  pain  of  death.  .At  the  fame  court,  feven  1660 
or  eight  perfons  were  fined,  fome  as  high  as  ten  pounds, 
for  entertaining  quakers;  and  Edward  Wharton,  for  pi¬ 
loting  them  from  one  place  to  another,  was  ordered  to  be 
whipped  twenty  ftripes  and  bound  to  his  good  behaviour. 
Divers  others  were  then  brought  upon  trial,  for  adhe¬ 
ring  to  the  curfed  fe£t  of  quakers,  not  difowning  them- 
felves  to  be  fuch,  refufing  to  give  civil  refpeft,  leaving 
their  families  and  relations,  and  running  from  place  to 
place  vagabonds  like,”  and  Daniel  Gold  was  fentenced  to 
be  whipped  thirty  ftripes,  Robert  Harper  fifteen,  and 
they,  with  Alice  Courland,  Mary  Scott  and  Hope  Clif¬ 
ton,  banifhed  upon  pain  of  death  ;  William  Kingfmill 
whipped  fifteen  ftripes,  Margaret  Smith,  Mary  Trafk 
and  Provided  Southwick  ten  ftripes  each,  and  Hannah 
Phelps  admoniflied. 

The  compaffion  of  the  people  was  moved,  and  many 
reforted  to  the  prifon  by  day  and  night,  and  upon  a  re- 
prefentation  of  the  keeper,  a  conftant  watch  was  kept 
round  the  prifon  to  keep  people  off*. 

Joseph  Nicholson  and  Jane  his  wife  were  alfo  tried 
and  found  quakers,  as  alfo  Wendlock  Chriftopherfon, 
who  declared  in  court,  that  the  fcripture  is  not  the  word 
[)f  God  ;  and  Mary  Standley,  and  all  fentenced  to  ba- 
nifhment,  &c.  as  was  foon  after  Benjamin  Bellflower ;  but 
John  Chamberlain,  though  he  came  with  his  hat  on, 
pet,  refufing  direftly  to  anfwer,  the  jury  found  him, 
much  inclining  to  the  curfed  opinions  of  the  quakers, 5> 
md  he  efcaped  with  an  admonition. 

Nicholson  and  his  wife  returned,  and  were  appre- 
icnded,  but  upon  their  petition,  had  liberty  with  feveral 
)thers  then  in  prifon,  to  go  for  England.  Chriflopherfon 
eturned  alfo,  and  was  fentenced  to  die.  It  is  (aid  he  de- 

» 

*  The  pillory  ferved  for  a  pulpit  to  George  Fox.  He  preached  so 
ne  populace,  and  made  fo  many  conveits  thaf  they  delivered  him  in 
'  “mu(  tuous  manner,  and  fet  a  clergyman,  who  had  been  inftrumental 
fox  s  pumlhment,  upon  the  fame  pillory.  Volt .  lettsrs. 
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1656  fired  the  court  to  confider  what  they  had  gained  by  their 
to  cruel  proceedings.  “  For  the  laft  man  (fays  he)  that 
1660“  was  put  to  death  here,  are  five  come  in  his  room, 
<c  and  if  you  have  power  to  take  my  life  from  me,  God 
“  can  raife  up  the  faid  principle  of  life  in  ten  of  his  fer- 
“  vants,  and  fend  them  among-  you  in  my  room,  that 
‘c  you  may  have  torment  upon  torment.”  He  was  or¬ 
dered  to  be  executed  the  fifth  day  fevennight  after  the 
14th  of  March  1660,  afterwards  reprieved  till  the  13th 
of  June;  but  he  was  fet  at  liberty  upon  his  requeft  to 
the  court,  and  went  out  of  the  jurifdidtion. 

Bellflower  afterwards,  in  court,  renounced  his 
opinions,  as  alfo  William  King  (Kingfmill  I  fuppofe)  the 
only  inftances  upon  record.  Chamberlain  was  afterwards 
apprehended  again,  and  found  a  quaker,  and  committed 
to  clofe  prifon  ;  but  no  further  fentence  appears. 

In  September  1660,  William  Ledea  was  tried  and 
convidled  of  being  a  quaker,  and  fentenced  to  banifhment, 
&c.  but  returning  and  being  apprehended,  the  general  court 
gave  him  liberty,  notwithftanding,  to  go  to  England 
with  Nicholfon  and  others  •,  but  he  refufed  to  leave  the 
country,  and  was  brought  upon  trial  for  returning  into 
the  jurifdidlion  after  fentence  of  banifhment,  acknow¬ 
ledged  himfelf  to  be  the  perfon,  but  denied  their  autho¬ 
rity,  and  told  the  court,  that,  “  with  the  fpirit  they 
called  the  devil,  he  worfhipped  God  ;  that  their  mini- 
fters  were  deluders,  and  they  themfelves  murderers.5’ 
lie  was  told  that  he  might  have  his  life  and  be  at  liberty 
it  he  would.  He  anfwered,  I  am  willing  to  die,  I  Ipeak 
the  truth.  I  he  court  took  great  pains  to  perfuade  him  to 
leave  the  country,  but  to  no  purpofe.  The  jury  brought 
him  in  guilty,  and  he  was  fentenced  to  die,  and  fuffeTed 
accordingly  March  14th,  1660. 

Mary  Wright,  of  Oyfier-bay,  was  tried  at  tlie  court 
in  September  1660.  She  faid  fhe  came  to  do  the  will  of 
the  Lord,  and  to  warn  them  to  lay  by  their  carnal  wea¬ 
pons  and  laws  againfl  the  people  of  God,  told  the  court 
they  thir (fed  lor  blood.  The  court  afked  her  what  fhe 

*  New- Erg  land  judged . 
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would  have  them  do,  fte  faid,  “repent  of  vourhlo^n,^  * 

and  cruelty  and  fhedding  the  blood  of  the  Locent  Wm  "to 
Robinfon,  Marmaduke  Stephenfon,  and  Mary  Dyer  ”  She  ,  6fir. 
fed,  her  rears  were  her  meat  many  days  and  nigho  before 
Ihe  gave  up  herfelf  to  this  work  of  the  Lord,  but  added 
that  if  Ihe  had  her  liberty,  flie  would  be  gone  quickly’ 
ijeing  found  a  quaker,  flie  was  banifhed. 

Edward  Wharton,  who  had  been  whipped  before' 
was  now  indi&ed  for  being  a  quaker,  convifted  and  fen- 
tenced  to  imprifonment  and  afterwards  to  banifhment. 
Judah  Brown  and  Peter  Pierfon  flood  mute.  They  were 

fentenced  to  be  whipped  at  the  cart’s  tail  in  Bottom  Rox- 
bury  and  Dedham: 

John  Smith,  of  Salem,  for  making  difturbance  at  the 
ordination  of  Mr.  Higginfon,  crying  out,  “  What  you 
are  going  about  to  fet  up,  our  God  is  pulling  down,” 
was  committed  to  prifon  by  order  of  the  court. 

Philip  Verin  was  alfo  cried  and  imprifoned,  Jofias 
Southwick,  fir  ft  banifhed  and  returning,  whipped  at  the 
cart  s  tail,  anci  j  ohn  Burftowe  bound  to  his  good  behaviour. 

Thefe  are  all  *  who  were  tried  by  the  court  of  afliftants,  or 
oy  the  general  court.  Some  atSalem, Hampton, Newbury 
and  other  places,  for  diforderly  behaviour,  putting  people 
in  terror,  coming  into  the  congregations  and  calling  to  the 
minifter  in  the  time  of  public  worfbip,  declaring  their 
preaching,  &c.  to  be  an  abomination  to  the  Lord,  and 
other  breaches  of  the  peace,  were  ordered  to  be  whipped 
by  the  authority  of  the  county  courts,  or  particular  magi- 
ftrates.  At  Boftoi^  one  George  Wilfon,  and  at  Cambridge, 
Elizabeth  Horton,  went  crying  through  the  ftreets,  that 
the  Lord  was  coming  with  fire  and  fword  to  plead  witja 
them.  Thomas  Newhouie  went  into  the  meeting-houfe 
at  Bofton  with  a  couple  of  glafs  bottles,  an;l  broke  them 
before  the  congregation,  and  threatened, <c  Thus  will  the 
Lord  break  you  in  pieces.  Another  time,  M.  Brewfter 
came  in  with  her  face  fmeared  and  as  black  as  a  coal. 

*  George  Bifhop  mentions  feveral  who  fufFered  corporal  punifhment 
by  order  of  particular  magiftrates  or  the  county  courts,  of  whom 
1  find  no  notice  any  where  dfe.  New -England 'judzed. 

Deborah 


1656  Deborah  Wilfon  went  through  the  ft  reels  of  Salem,  naked 
to  as  fhe  came  into  the  world  for  which  fhe  was  well 
1660  whipped.  For  thefeand  fuch  likedifturbances,  they  might 
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be  deemed  proper  fubjefts  either  of  a  mad-houfe  or  houfe 
of  corre&ion,  and  it  is  to  be  lamented  that  any  greater 
feverities  were  made  ufe  of.  After  all  that  may  be  faid 
againft  thefe  meafures,  it  evidently  appears,  that  they 
proceeded  not  from  perfonal/ hatred  and  malice  againft 
fuch  difordered  perfons,  nor  from  any^  private  finifter 
views,  as  is  generally  the  cafe  with  unjuft  punishments 
inflicted  in  times  of  party  rage  and  difcord,  whether  civil 
or  religious,  but  merely  from  a  falfe  zeal  and  an  erro¬ 
neous  judgment.  In  fupport  of  their  proceedings,  they 
brought  feveral  texts  of  the  Old  Teftament.  “  Come  out 
of  her  my  people,”  &c.  44  If  thy  brother  entice  thee  to 
ferve  other  gods,  thou  {halt  furely  put  him  to  death,”  and 
44  for  fpeaking  lies  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  his  father 
fhall  thruft  him  through  when  he  prophecieth  f 5  and  the 
example  of  Solomon,  who  Erft  laid  Shimei  under  reftrainr, 
and  then  for  his  breach  put  him  to  death  ;  as  alfo  many 
paffages  of  the  New  Teftament  requiring  fubjedlion  to 
magillrates,  &c.  and  thus  from  a  zeal  to  defend  the  holy 
religion  they  profefted,  they  went  into  meafures  direftly 
oppoiite  to  its  true  fpirit,  and  the  great  defign  of  publifh- 
ing  it  to  the  world. 

That  1  may  finifh  what  relates  to  the  quakers,  it  muft 
be  further  obferved,  that  their  friends  in  England  folicited 
and  at  length  obtained  an  order  from  the  King,  Sept.  9th, 
1661,  requiring  that  a  ftop  fhould  be  put  to  all  capita!  or 
corpora!  punifhment  0!  thole  of  his  fubjefls  called  quakers, 
and  that  fuch  as  were  obnoxious  fhould  be  lent  to  England. 

#  One  of  the  fe£t  apologizing  for  this  behaviour  faid,  If  the 
Lord  did  ftir  up  any  of  his  daughters  to  be  a  fign  of  the  nakednefs  of 
others,  he  believed  it  to  be  a  great  crofs  to  a  model!  woman’s  fpirit, 
but  the  Lord  muft  be  obeyed.5’  Another  quoted  the  command  in 
Xfaiah,  cap.  20.  R.  Williams.  One  Faubord,  of  Grindieton,  carried 
his  enthufiafm  ftill  higher,  and  was  lacrificing  his  fon  in  imitation  of 
Abraham,  but  the  neighbours  hearing  the  lad  cry,  broke  open  the 
houfe  and  happily  prevented  it. 

Whatever 
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Whatever  opinion  they  might  have,  of  the  force  of  orders  1 6. ,6 
ftom  the  crown  controlling  the  laws  of  the  colony,  they  to 
prudently  com  plied  with  thisinftrudlion,  and  fufpended  the  x66o 
execution  of  the  laws  again  ft  quakers,  fo  far  as  refpe&ed 
corporal  punifhment,  until  further  order.  Indeed,  before 
the  receipt  of  this  letter,  but  probably  when  they  were  in 
expectation  of  it,  all  that  were  in  prifon  were  dilchar^ed 
and  fent  out  of  the  colony.  The  laws  were  afterwards  re¬ 
vived  fofar  as  refpeded  vagabond  quakers,  whofe  punifh¬ 
ment  was  limited  to  whipping,  and,  as  a  further  favour, 
through  three  towns  only.  But  there  was  little  Or  no 
room  for  carrying  the  laws  into  execution  ;  for  after  thefe 
firft  excurfions  they  became  in  general  an  orderly  people, 
fubmitting  to  the  laws,  except  fuch  as  relate  to  the  militia 
and  the  fupportof  the  miniftry,  and  in  their  fcruples  as  to 
thofe,  they  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  indulged.  At 
prelent  they  are  efteemed  as  being  of  good  morals,  friend¬ 
ly  and  benevolent  in  their  difpofition,  and  I  hope  will  ne¬ 
ver  meet  with  any  further  perfecution  on  account  of  their 
peculiar  tenets  or  cuftoms.  May  the  time  never  come 
again,  when  the  government  ftiall  think  that  by  killing 
men  for  their  religion  they  do  God  good  fervice*. 

£  rom  1656  to  1660,  i  find  but  very  few  fads  relative 
to  the  public  affairs  of  the  colony  worth  tranfmitting  to 
pofterity.  After  the  peace  with  the  Dutch  in  Europe,  the 
trade  between  the  Englifh  and  Dutch  colonies  was  revived, 
and  Stuyvefant,  the  Dutch  governor,  in  1657,  wrote  tothe 

*  The  author  of  the  a-ccount  of  the  European  fettlements  in  North- 
Amerjca,  who  is  very  erroneous  in  fome  hiftorical  faffs  which  concern 
the  Maftachufets  colony,  but  has  many  judicious  obfervations  which 
run  through  his  whole  performance,  fays  upon  the  fubjeft  of  the  New- 
Lngland  perfections,  “  Such  is  the  manner  of  proceeding  of  religious 
parties  towards  each  other;  and  in  this  refpeft,  the  New-England 
people  are  not  worfe  than  the  reft  of  mankind,  nor  was  their  feverity 
apy  juft  matter  of  reflection  upon  that  mode  of  religion  which  they 
profefs.  ixo  religion  whatfoever,  true  or  falfe,  can  excufe  its  own 
rnermoers.  or  accuie  thofe  of  any  other  upon  the  fcore  of  perfecu¬ 
tion.  VoL  i8g.  fc  is  a  do&rine  of  Calvin,  In  hesnticos  gladio 

' mndicandum  (//,  and  the  death  .of  Servetus  is  generally  laid  to  his 
charge. 
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1656  commifiionfcrs  of  the  Englifh  colonies,  that  the  limits 
to  agreed  and  fettled  in  1650,  both  upon  the  main  and 
1 660  upon  Long-Ifiand,  were  ratified  and  confirmed  by  the 
States  General  of  the  United  Provinces,  and  deified,  that 
the  confirmation  of  the  Lord  Proredtor  being  ready, 
time,  and  place  might  be  appointed  for  the  exchange. 
The  commifiloners  in  their  anfwer,  let  him  know,  that 
they  had  ever  conformed  to  that  fettlement,  altho5  he  had 
nor  •,  but  they  faid  nothing  of  the  Protedor’s  confirma¬ 
tion.  It  does  not  appear  that  ever  they  fought  for  it. 
Towards  the  end  of  this  period,  the  changes  in  England 
were  fo  frequent  that  it  was  prudence  in  the  colonies  to 
take  as  little  notice  of  them  as  might  be,  until  there  ap¬ 
peared  a  profped  of  a  lading  eftablifhment.  An  exprefs 
acknowledgement  of  Richard  Cromwell  was  expeded 
from  the  Maffachufets,  but  they  declined  it.  An  ori¬ 
ginal  letter  from  him  to  the  governor,  recommending 
the  cafe  of  Mr.  Sewall  a  minifter,  is  all  that  appears  upon 
the  records  relative  to  him  *. 

The  rapid  increafe  of  the  Maffachufets  colony,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  figure  which  many  of  the  firft  fettlers  made 
in  England  before  their  removal,  and  the  correfpondence 
which  they  maintained  with  their  friends  of  great  dif- 
tindion  there,  many  years  after,  eclipfed  the  colony  of 
New-Plimouthf, whole growthand  progrefs  would  other- 
wife  have  been  thought  confiderable.  The  fouthern  part 

*  Sir  Thomas  Temple  came  firft  to  New -England  in  1657,  having, 
with  others,  obtained  from  Oliver  a  grant  of  lands  in  Acadie  or  Nova- 
Scotia,  of  which  he  was  made  governor.  He  was  recommended  by 
Nathaniel  Fiennes,  fon  to  Lord  Say.  Mr.  Fiennes  calls  him  his  near 
kinfman. 

■f  Mr.  William  Bradford,  who  had  been  many  years  governor  of 
PI i mouth  colony,  died  the  9th  May  1657.  He  was  in  great  efteem. 
Having  taken  notice  of  Mr.  Winflow’s  elegy,  for  the  fame  reafon  we 
cannot  well  omit  three  or  four  of  the  firft  lines  of  Mr.  Bradford’s. 

“  The  ninth  of  May  about  nine  of  the  clock, 

A  precious  one  God  out  of  Plimouth  took  ; 

Governor  Bradford  then  expired  his  breath. 

Was  call’d  away  by  force  of  cruel  death,”  &c. 

Thefe  will  be  fufticient,  for  a  fpecimen  of  New-England  poetry  in 
that  age. 
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ot  the  colony  in  general,  beineof  a  Iiphefan^.-r -I  ,,  _  „ 
Ijotf  b?  irapaS°ffuPP°rring  ^inhabitants!,  wl  rek  'to6 

*""  *»  fodder  for  their  e,„le  in  ihe'^et  andfo 
dung  from  it,  being  an  excellent  manure,  produces  ^cd 
crops  of  grain,  with  little  labour  in  the  fummeig  Ji^htland 

ttWl  ‘  "td-  Pi  P-ts  bordering  upon 

the  mwn  of  Rf'?  a‘T"d  Ty  g°°d  farms'  Part’cnlarly 

the  town  of  Bridgewater,  which  hath  been  famous  for  the 

quality  of  the  land  and  for  good  husbandry .  They  were 

*  V  and  but  Ktde  additions  were  made  after  the 

creafeC:1andCS  WaS  PIanted>  excePc  from  their  natural  in- 
creafe;  and  yet  before  the  year  1643,  befides  the  town 

tonP  Rehoborhheq  h  fttded  Duxbui7>  Scituate,  Taun- 
ton,  Rehoboth,  Sandwich,  Barnftable,  Yarmouth  and 

Eaftham.  Upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Carver,  their  fZtZ. 

TWtf00?  I  "  the'r  arnval’  the7  chofe  in  Ids  Head  Mr. 

B  adford,  being  a  grave  difcreet  man.  They  were  f0  well 

latisned  with  his  adminiftration,  that  they  continued  to 

chufe  him  annually,  until  his  death  in  ,657,  except  two 

years  when  they  chofe  Mr.  Window,  and'  one  year  Mr. 

Their  ecclefiaftical  affairs  were  for  divers  years  in  dif- 
couraging circumftances.  They  had  exportations  thatMr 
Robinfon  their  paftor,  whom  they  had  left  with  one  half 
his  church  in  Holland,  would  follow  them,  but  his  death 

cefsfulfn  Z  ^  Cnd  f°  thdr  h°peS-  They  were  unfuc-* 

o/lnl  ,  nh  U  mptS  COretde  a  minifter’ the  principles 
of  one  and  the  manners  of  another  were  exceptionable 

fe  -l  brethren  among  themfelves  well  gifted 

mther  th  n  ?  TT''  WIth,°Uta  minifter  for  feme  time, 
lift  o  ?nC  W  !D  Was  not  e^mplary  in  his 

church  Z  dlffCred  fL° m  thCm  in  P°'nCS  °f  dortrine  or 

Sg“V7f'  But  In  >643,  they  had  a  fee  of  pious 
learned  mimfters  ;  one  of  which,  Mr.  Chauncey,  feme 

RalDhMpaSbard^V,eS  |i'e  °f  'heir  nnmes.  Charles  Cbauncry, 

lohn  Mav«  W  ’  ^!!a,n  Hooke,  Nicholas  Street,  John  Lothrop, 

lohn  Miller  a  rTiw  DU ^ William  Leveridge,  Richard  Blinman, 
jonn  Miller,  and  Marmaduke  Matthews, 

Q  2  '  years 
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2656  years  after,  was  chofen  to  the  prefidentfhip  of  the  college 
to  in  the  Maffachufets,  and  removed  to  Cambridge. 

1660  They  had  many  local  laws.  In  criminal  cafes  they 
took  the  Maffachufets  for  their  pattern,  but  in  civil  mat¬ 
ters  they  profeffed  to  take  the  common  law  for  their  rule, 
more  than  was  p  radii  fed  in  the  Maffachufets. 

An  exemplary  piece  of  juft  ice  is  recorded  to  their  ho-* 
nour  in  the  year  1638,  when  they  caufed  three  English¬ 
men  to  be  executed  for  the  murder  of  an  Indian  near 
Providence. 

Plimquth  colony  adjoining  to  the  Maffachufets,  fome 
ihort  difpiJtts  fubfifted  between  them  concerning  bounds. 
In  order  to  fettle  the  controverfy,  commiffioners  were 
appointed  in  the  year  1640,  viz.  John  Endicot  and 
Ifrael  Stoughton  for  the  Maffachufets,  and  William  Brad¬ 
ford  and  Edward  Window  for  Plimouth.  It  was  not  then 
effected.  An  observation  had  been  taken  by  Nathanael 
Woodward,  in  the  year  i  63  8,  upon  part  of  Charles  river, 
41  degrees  59  minutes  north  latitude,  the  river  dill  run¬ 
ning  fouthward  ;  the  perfons  employed  not  being  able 
to  proceed  farther  for  want  of  provifions.  In  1642,  the 
northern  bounds  of  the  Maffachufets  were  ascertained  by 
the  lame  Woodward,  with  Solomon  Saffery  and  a 
Ration  fixed,  which  has  fince  been  allowed  to  be  the 
Maffachufets  corner  3  miles  fouth  of  Charles  river  ;  and 
from  this  corner,  the  lines  between  the  Maffachufets  and 
the  governments  of  Plimouth,  Rhode-Idand,  and  Con¬ 
necticut  have  been  run  and  confirmed  by  afts  of  the  fe- 
veral  governments 

#  Douglafs  fays,  they  were  two  obfeure  failors  who  abided  in  the 
furvey,  but  they  are  called,  in  the  record,  two  able  mathematicians. 

1'  1  here  has  been  a  pretence  ffarted  or  revived  of  late  years,  that 
the  Maffachufets  hod  extended  the  foutherly  part  of  Charles  river  to  a 
brook  too  Imall  to  be  accounted  a  branch  of  it;  but  fuch  pretences, 
at:er  (o  many  years  acquiefcence,  can  have  little  weight ;  eipecially 
LL  it  be  confidered,  that  what  is  now  a  fmall  brook,  after  the  coun¬ 
try  has  been  opened  and  cleared  of  wood  for  an  hundred  years,  may 
probably  have  been  a  navigable  dream  for  canoes  and  boats  at  the 
time  of  fixing  the  llation* 
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CHAP.  II. 

Hiftorical  Occurrences,  from  the  Reiteration  of 
Ring  Charles  the  Second,  to  the  year  1686, 
when  the  Charter  was  vacated. 


SINCE  the  year  1640,  the  people  had  been  without  1Qf:0 
any  appiehenfions  of  danger  to  their  religious  or 
civil  privileges.  They  prudently  acknowledged  fub- 
jeftion  to  the  parliament,  and  afterwards  to  Cromwell, 
fo  far  as  was  necefiary  to  keep  upon  terms,  and  avoid  ex¬ 
ception,  and  no  farther.  The  addreffes  to  the  parliament 
and  Cromwell  fhew  this  to  have  been  the  cafe.  After 
Cromwell’s  death,  during  the  frequent  changes  in  the  fu- 
preme  authority  in  England,  they  feem  to  have  taken 
part  with  none,  but  to  have  waited  until  fome  fettlement 
was  made,  which  fhould  have  a  profpedl  of  liability  *. 

I  have  no  where  met  with  any  marks  of  difrefpedt  to  the 
memory  of  the  late  King,  and  there  is  no  room  to  fup- 
pofe  they  were  under  difaffection  to  his  (on,  and  if  they 
feared  his  reiteration  it  was  becaufe  they  expected  a  change 
in  religion,  and  that  a  perfecution  of  all  non-confor- 
tpids  would  follow  itf.  At  the  eledion  in  May,  they 


*  I  find  this  remark  in  an  ancient  manufcript,  wrote  about  the  year 
1665,  “  When  a  packet  of' letters  was  lent  by  Mr.  John  Thurloe, 
containing  an  exprefs  order  of  the  council,  figned  by  Henry  Lawrence 
prefident,  requiring  ajpd  enjoining  the  governor  and  magitirates  of 
the  Maffachufecs  colony  to  proclaim  Richard  in  thefe  following  terms, 
that  is  to  fay,  Lord  Protedlor  of  the  common-wealth  of  England, 
Scotland  and  Ireland,  and  the  territories  thereunto  belonging,  they 
did  not  obey  the  faid  order.  And  fince  hiq  Majeily  King  CnaTles  the 
fecond  was  proclaimed  in  the  Maflachufets,  at  Dolton  and  other  places, 
they  have  not  failed,  in  all  their  courts  and  judicial  proceedings 
throughout  the  colony,  to  give  that  tribute  of  honour  to  his  Majefty, 
which  in  fuch  like  egles  is  commonly  rendered  by  the  courts  of  Luv 
at  WelhminiierT 


f  They  had  undoubtedly  a  good  opinion  of  the  perfons  in  whofc, 
hands  $he  adminiftration  then  was;  but  the  uncertainty  of  their  con¬ 
tinuance  in  power  was  reafon  enough  for  caution. 

J  w  * 
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io6ocouid  have  received  no  intelligence  from  England,  to 
enable  them  to  make  any  certain  judgment  of  affairs. 
Mr.  Endicot  was  then  chofen  governor,  and  Mr.  Bel¬ 
lingham  deputy  governor,  both  of  them  as  fixed  in  their 
principles  as  any  of  their  brethren.  The  bufinefs  of 
this  ieliion  of  the  general  court  went  over,  and  nothing 
palTed  relative  to  affairs  in  England.  On  the  27th  of 
July>  Capt.  Pierce,  a  noted Ihipmalter  in  the  tradebetween 
England  and  the  colony,  arrived  and  brought  the  news 
of  the  King’s  being  proclaimed.  If  they  received  at  the 
fame  time  the  King  s  declaration  from  Breda,  and  de¬ 
pended  tii.it  a  royal  promife  would  be,  as  it  always  outfit 
ro  be,  reiigioully  complied  with,  they  need  not  have  been 
under  great  concern  about  their  public  affairs  either  in 
church  or  date.  No  advices  were  received  from  autho¬ 
rity,  and  the  King  was  not  proclaimed  in  the  colony  *  ; 
nor  was  any  alteration  made  in  the  forms  of  their  public 
afts  and  proceedings.  There  was  a  feffion  of  the  general 
court  in  Odtober,  and  a  motion  was  made  for  an  ad- 
dreis  to  the  King,  but  it  did  not  fucceed.  Mr.  Norton 
one  or  the  minifters  of  Bodon,  was  very  earned  for  it  • 
but  rumours  came  by  the  way  of  Barbados,  that  the  a0* 
vernment  in  England  was  in  a  very  unfettled  date,  The 
body  of  the  people  dilfatisfied;  that  the  Scotch  had  de- 
lnanued  Monk  to  be  delivered  up  to  them,  that  Lord 
f  airfax  was  at  the  head  of  a  great  army,  &c.  and  they 
ban  leen  fo  many  changes  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  monti^ 

to  the  King  would  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  com- 
nmtee  of  fafety,  council  of  date,  or  a  junto  with  f'orne 
other  mle.  On  the  30th  of  November,  a  fhip  arrived 
from  Bridol,  which  brought  advices  of  the  proceedings 
o  parliament,  and  that  all  matters  were  fully  fettled. 
They  were  alfo  informed  by  letters  from  Mr.  Levere 
then- agent,  and  others,  that  petitions  and  complaints  were 

fine  ntefdhea„adCCeffir  »  **  throne 

.#»  c  \  k  1  »  and  perhaps  the  Dronnetv  and  n#* 

cefiity  of  this  ceremony  n  the  Dlantatmn*  ...  propriety  ana  ne- 

and  confidered.  I  find  notVnv  fnid  iZ  '  not,Mly  1 underftood 

England  of  the  nevlea  *  ‘  S  *  ,d  °Ut  itj  untl]  not,ce  taken  in 

TT. 

pre- 
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preferred  againft  the  colony  to  the  King  in  council,  and  1660 
to  the  parliament  (a  citation  being  polled  upon  the  ex¬ 
change  in  London)  by  Mafon,  Gorges  and  others.  The 
governor  and  affiftants  met  forthwith  *,  called  the  general 
court  to  convene  the  19th  of  December;  a  very  loyal 
addrefs  to  the  King  was  prefentiy  agreed  upon  ;  and  an¬ 
other  to  the  two  houfes  of  parliament.  Letters  were  fent 
by  Sir  Thomas  Temple,  who  was  a  conftant  friend  to 
the  colony,  to  Lord  Manchefter,  Lord  Say  and  Seal,  and 
other  perfons  of  note,  to  pray  them  to  intercede  in  behalf 
of  the  colony.  A  moft  gracious  anfwer  was  given  to 
the  addrefs,  by  the  King’s  letter  dated  Feb.  15,  1660, 
which  was  the  firft  public  ad  or  order  concerning  them 
after  the  reftoration,  except  a  few  lines,  the  23d  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  before,  from  fecretary  Morice,  to  inclofe  an  or¬ 
der  for  the  apprehending  two  of  the  late  King’s  Judges ; 
both  letters  it  is  probable  by  the  fame  fhip,  which  arrived 
in  May  following. 

BefopvE  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  the  governor  and 
council,  March  1 8th,  took  public  notice  of  a  book  pub- 
lifhed  by  Mr.  Eliot  not  long  before,  intitled,TheChriftian 
Commonwealth,  &c.  which  they  declare  they  find,  on 
perufal,  full  of  feditious  principles  and  notions  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  all  eftablifhed  governments  in  the  chriftian  world ; 
efpecially  againft  the  government  eftablifhed  in  their  na¬ 
tive  country.  Upon  confultation  with  the  elders,  their 
cenfure  was  deferred  until  the  general  court  met,  “  that 
sMr.  Eliot  might  have  the  opportunity,  in  the  meantime, 
of  making  a  public  recantation.” 

At  the  next  feflions,  in  May,  Mr.  Eliot  gave  into  the 
court  the  following  acknowledgment  under  his  hand. 

“  Und  erst  and  ing  by  an  ad  of  the  honoured  council, 
that  there  is  offence  taken  at  a  book  publifhed  in  England 
by  others,  the  copy  whereof  was  fent  over  by  myfclf  about 
nine  or  ten  years  fince,  and  that  the  further  confederation 
thereof  is  commended  to  this  honoured  general  court  now 
fitting  at  Bofton  :  Upon  perofal  thereof,  1  do  judge  my- 
felf  to  have  offended,  and  in  way  of  fatisfadion,  not  only 
to  the  authority  of  this  jurifdidion,  but  alfo  to  any  others 

O  4  thas 
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1660  that  (Fall  take  notice  thereof,  I  do  hereby  acknowledge 
to  tnis  honoured  court,  that  fuch  expreffions  as  do  too 
manifeftjy  fcandalize  the  government  of  England  by 
King,  Lords,  and  Commons,  as  antichriftian,  and  juftify 
the  late  innovators,  I  do  fincerely  bear  cehimony  againft, 
and  acknowledge  it  to  be,  not  only  a  lawful,  but  eminent 
term  of  government. 

2d.  All  form  of  civil  government,  deduced  from 
fcripturc,  I  acknowledge  to  be  of  God,  and  to  be  fub~ 
jeeied  to,  for  confidence  fake. — -And  whatsoever  is  in  the 
whole  epiftie  or  book  inconfiftent  herewith,  I  do  at  once 
riiOit  cordially  difown,  John  Eliot  ^ 

The  books  were  ordered  by  the  court  to  be  called  in, 
aid  this  acknowledgment  to  be  polled  up  in  the  principal 
towns  in  the  colony.  When  the  times  change,  men  gene¬ 
rally  fuller  their  opinions  to  change  with  them  ;  fo  far,  at 
]  ah,  as  is  neceffary  to  avoid  danger.  Between  the  reigns 
of  Henry  the  feventh  and  James  the  firft,  how  many  times 
enume  whole  body  of  the  clergy  of  England  change  or 
iiHit  tneii  opinions  in  matters  of  greater  importance? 
x  A  Public  thankfgiving  was  appointed  by  au- 

tii°nty,  to  acknowledge  the  favour  of  heaven,  in  in¬ 
clining  the  King  gracioufly  to  accept  and  anfwev  the  ad- 
dreis  made  to  him. . 

The  y  were,  notwithftanding,  under  no  fmall  degree  of 
fear  .ek  me  revolution  of  government  in  England  fhould 
pi  oduce  as  great  a  change  in  the  form  of  their  government 
both  m  church  and  fate.  They  were  alarmed  from  all 
quaiters.  Keports  were  fpread,  that  Virginia  and  the 
ii.ands  were  forbid  trading  with  them,  that  three  fripates 
would  foon  ne  lent  from  England,  and  that  a  general eo- 
vernor  overall  the  colonies  was  to  come  in  one  of  them*. 

“  1  heKen=ral  V0Sue  of  people  is,  that  a  governor  will  be  Tent  over  • 

fjjf  rri  1  Mrj  o  „  „  .  ,  r  r  ,  s  y°Ut  j  made  bold  to  addrefs  my- 
le  t0  L,0rtS^  ald  d,eflred.  his  favour.  His  lordthip  profeifed  his 
5|reat  rdpefl the  p.antanons,  and  thanked  God  he  prayed  for  vou 
oaily,  proofing  to  improve  his  intereft,  &c.-Epifcopacy,  com- 

" TI7"’  °°'V,ng  at  'I'6  nre  °f,JelUS’  of  thec,of£n  bapTfm, 

",  ‘  Lu  ai,Q  or£a's  are  in  ufe,  and  like  to  be  more  The  Lord^'-p^n 

S  r*  ,tf‘  "ay  -  ■* 

u<‘  Leveret  s letter  to  Maja.  lend.  iy/o  Ftb.  1660.  * 

*  ’  *  4  *  *  j 
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At  the  fame  fefllons,  in  May,  they  palled  the  following  1660 
.vote. 

“  Forasmuch  as  the  prefent  condition  of  our  affairs, 
of  the  higheft  concernment,  call  for  diligent  and  fpeedy 
ufe  of  the  bed  means,  ferioufly  to  difcufs  and  rightly  to 
underftand  our  liberty  and  duty,  thereby  to  beget  unity 
amongft  ourfelves,  in  the  due  obfervance  of  obedience 
and  fidelity  to  the  authority  of  England  and  our  own 
juft  privileges :  For  the  e  fie  fling  whereof,  it  is  ordered, 
that  Mr.  Simon  Bradftreet,  Mr.  Samuel  Symonds,  Ma¬ 
jor-General  Denilon,  Mr.  Danforch,  Major  William 
Hawthorn,  Capt.  Thomas  Savage,  Capt.  Edward  John- 
fon,  Capt.  Eleazer  Lufher,  Mr.  Mather,  Mr.  Norton, 

Mr.  Corbett,  and  Mr.  Mitchell  *,  be  and  hereby  are  a 
committee,  immediately  after  the  diffolutton  or  adjourn¬ 
ment  of  the  court,  to  meet  together  in  Bofton,  on  fecond 
day  next,  at  x  2  of  the  clock,  to  confider  and  debate  inch 
matter  or  thing  of  publick  concernment,  touching  our 
patent,  laws,  privileges,  and  duty  to  his  Majefty,  as  they 
in  their  wifdom  fhall  judge  moft  expedient,  and  draw  up 
the  refult  of  their  apprehenfions,  and  prefent  the  fame  to 
the  next  feflion  for  conlideration  and  approbation,  that  fo 
(if  the  will  of  God  be)  we  may  fpeak  and  act  the  fame 
thing,  becoming  prudent,  honeft,  conicientious  and  faith¬ 
ful  men  J 

An  anfvver  was  drawn  up,  and  accepted  by  the  court, 
at  a  feflion  fpecially  appointed  to  icceive  the  fame  J. 

In  the  flxip  which  arrived  from  London  the  27th  of 
July,  there  came  paffengers  Col.  Whaley  and  Col.  Goffe, 

£wo  of  the  late  King’s  judges.  Col.  Goffe  broughc  tefti- 
monials  from  Mr.  John  Rowe,  and  Mr.  Seth  Wood,  two 
minifters  of  a  church  in  Weftminfter.  Col.  Whaley  had 
been  a  member  of  Mr.  Thomas  Goodwin’s  church. 
Goffe  kept  a  journal  or  diary,  from  the  day  he  left  Weft¬ 
minfter,  May  4,  until  the  year  1667;  which,  together 
with  feveral  other  papers  belonging  to  him,  I  have  in  my 
poffeffion.  Almoft  the  whole  is  in  characters  or  lhorc 

*  The  four  laft  named  were  minifters. 

*j-  Majjachufeli  Reiords.  J  appendix. 
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.1660  hand,  not  very  difficult  to  decypher.  The  ftory  of  thefe 
perfons  has  never  yet  been  publifhed  to  the  world.  It  has 
never  been  known  in  New-England.  Their  papers,  after 
their  death,  were  collected,  and  have  remained  near  an 
hundred  years  in  a  library  in  Bofton.  It  muft  give  fome* 
entertainment  to  the  curious.  They  left  London,  before 
the  King  was  proclaimed.  It  does  not  appear,  that  they 
were  among  the  mod  obnoxious  of  the  judges  ;  but  as  it 
was  expected  vengeance  would  be  taken  of  fome  of  them, 
and  a  great  many  had  fled,  they  did  not  think  it  fafe  to 
remain.  They  did  net  attempt  to  conceal  their  perfons 
or  characters  when  they  arrived  at  Bofton,  but  imme¬ 
diately  went  to  the  governor,  Mr.  Endicot,  who  received 
them  very  courteoufly.  They  were  vifited  by  the  prin¬ 
cipal  perfons  of  the  town  ;  and  among  others,  they  take 
notice  of  Col.  Crown’s  coming  to  fee  them.  He  was  a 
noted  royaSift.  Although  they  did  not  difguife  themfelves, 
yet  they  chofe  to  refide  at  Cambridge,  a  village  about 
four  miles  diftant  from  the  town,  where  they  went  the 
firft  day  they  arrived.  They  went  publickly  to  meetings 
on  the  Lord’s  days,  and  to  occafional  leftures,  fafts,  and 
thankfgivings,  and  were  admitted  to  the  facrament,  and 
attended  private  meetings  for  devotion,  vifited  many  of 
the  principal  towns,  and  were  frequently  at  Bofton,  and 
once,  when  infulted  there,  the  perfon  ini  tilting  them  was 
bound  to  his  good  behaviour.  They  appeared  grave, 
ferious  and  devour,  and  the  rank  they  had  fuftained  com¬ 
manded  refpeft,  Whaley  had  been  one  of  Cromwell’s 
Lieut.  Generals,  and  Goffe  a  Major-General.  It  is  not 
ftrange  that  they  Ihould  meet  with  this  favourable  recep¬ 
tion,  nor  was  this  reception  any  contempt  of  the  autho¬ 
rity  in  England.  They  were  known  to  have  been  two 
of  the  King’s  judges  ;  but  King  Charles  the  fecond  was 
not  proclaimed,  when  the  Chip  that  brought  them  left 
London.  They  had  the  news  of  it  in  the  channel. 
The  reports  afterwards,  by  way  of  Barbados,  were,  that 
all  the  judges  would  be  pardoned  but  feven.  The  aft 
of  indemnity  was  not  brought  over  until  the  laft  of  No¬ 
vember.  When  it  appeared  that  they  were  not  excepted, 

fome 
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fome  of  the  principal  perfons  in  the  government  were  1660 
alarmed  ;  pity  and  compalfion  prevailed  with  others. 

They  had  aflurances,  from  fome  that  belonged  to  the 
general  court,  that  they  would  fland  by  them,  but  were 
advifed,  by  others,  to  think  of  removing.  The  2 2d  of 
February,  the  governor  fummoned  a  court  of  afiifiants 
to  confult  about  fecuring  them,  but  the  court  did  not 
agree  to  it.  Finding  it  unlafe  to  remain  any  longer,  they 
left  Cambridge,  the  26th  following,  and  arrived  at  New- 
Haven  the  7th  of  March.  One  Capt.  Breedan,  who 
had  feen  them  at  Bofton,  gave  information  thereof  upon 
his  arrival  in  England.  A  few  days  after  their  removal, 
an  hue  and  cry,  as  they  term  it  in  their  diary,  was 
brought  by  the  way  of  Barbados,  and  thereupon  a  war¬ 
rant  to  fecure  them  iflfued,  the  8th  of  March,  from  the 
governor  and  affiftants,  which  was  lent  to  Springfield 
and  the  other  towns  in  the  weftern  parts  of  the  colony, 
but  they  were  beyond  the  reach  of  it  *. 

The 


*  They  were  well  treated  at  New-Haven,  by  the  minifters  and  fome 
of  the  magiftrates,  and  for  fome  days  feem’d  to  apprehend  themfelves 
out  of  danger.  But  the  news  of  the  King’s  proclamation  being 
brought  to  New-Haven,  they  were  obliged  to  abfcond.  The  27th 
of  March,  they  removed  to  Milford,  and  appeared  there  in  the  day 
time,  and  made  themfelves  known ;  but  at  night,  returned  privately 
to  New-Haven,  and  lay  concealed  in  Mr.  Davenport  the  minifter’s 
houfe  until  the  30th  of  April.  About  that  time,  news  came  to  Boflon 
that  ten  of  the  judges  were  executed,  and  the  governor  received  a 
royal  mandate,  dated  March  5,  1660,  to  caufe  Whaley  and  Goffe  to 
be  fecured.  This  greatly  alarmed  the  country,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  the  court  were  now  in  earned:  in  their  endeavours  to  apprehend 
them;  and  to  avoid  all  fufpicion,  they  gave  com  million  and  inftruc- 
tion  to  two  young  merchants  from  England,  Thomas  Kellond  and 
Thomas  Kirk,  zealous  royaliits,  to  go  through  the  colonies,  as  far  as 
Manhados,  in  fearch  of  them.  They  had  friends  who  informed  them 
what  was  doing,  and  they  removed  from  Mr.  Davenport’s  to  the 
houfe  of  one  Jones,  where  they  lay  hid  until  the  1  ith  of  May,  and 
then  removed  to  a  mill,  and  from  thence,  on  the  13th,  into  the 
woods,  where  they  met  Jones  and  two  of  his  companions,  Sperry 
and  Burril,  who  firft  conduced  them  to  a  place  called  hatchet-har¬ 
bour,  where  they  lay  two  nights,  until  a  cave  or  hole  in  the  hdc  o  a 
kill  was  prepared  to  conceal  them.  This  hill  they  called  Providence 
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lvvI  .  1  H_E  Proclaiming  the  King  having  been  deferred  until 
Auguft  ,66,.  the  governor,  „po^  i„ttj!ige,cc  from 
“  ngiand  of  what  was  doing  there  to  the  prejudice  of  the 

colony;, 

hii!  ;  and  there  they  continued,  from  the  ijth  of  May  to  the  nth  of 
Jufu,  ometimes  in  the  cave,  and,  in  very  tempeituous  weather,  in  a 

New  H£ar  f°  UV  1i>frinSfhis  tims>  £he  mefiengers  went  through 
New.Haven  to  the  Dutch  fettlemenc,  from  whence  they  returned  to 

fh°ai  0"  ^  vvaf  • ,,  »«de  diligent  fearch,  and  had  full  p;'oof 

1  t  the  regicides  had  been  feen  at  Mr.  Davenport’s,  and  offered  great 

StbfS^'V1^  -Indi?nVIh,°  ft0u!d  give  Conflation  that  "they 
" ‘fht  ,be  t.a.!jen>  but>  hy  £he  fidelity  of  their  three  friends,  th'y  re- 

caliended,oUndlfC0Vered-  (Mr‘  DavenPort  was  threatned  with  being 
red  to  an  account,  for  concealing  and  comforting  traitors  and 

the*courtrv  o®  *  ari"ed‘-  had  cngaged  w  furrender,  rather’  than 

f  ,  countl7  °r  any  particular  perfons  fliould  fuffer  upon  their  account  - 
and  upon  intimation  of  Mr.  Davenport’s  danger,  they Ten erouflv  re’ * 

rther?0^^  THaVe,n>  ‘l*  i  to  the  autht 

[  'K  [,y  ,  lhe  miseries  they  had  buffered  and  were  flill  exposed  to 

and  the  little  chance  they  had  of  finally  efcaping,  in  a  country  where 
ly  ftranger  is  immediately  known  to  be  fuch  would  not  have- 

MrnLeSCiT  “  h3le  indfed  them‘  They  let  the  depu y  .overt 

going  into  the  orchard.  After  that  rh^v  r  i  ^  much  as 

and  made  themfelves  known  to  fcvera  pJrfom  in  f  “h"8  bbm>'’ 

r.ight,  where  Mr.  Ruffe!,  the  ndnifier'cf5  the  Tl’  °P  b/ 

agreed  to  receive  rhm  i-t  i  .  e  P^ace>  had  prevtaufly 

rL„  ;j;zy  t  r,£  .'t'cST1.  ““*"d  6,™»  ’■ 

‘‘l<  «<■«:..  of  C-oSe,  trf,„„”  pmj  »  «■  The 

h  itveral  places  of  abode,  April  ad,  ,679.  Whaley  had 

been 
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colony,  did  not  think  proper  to  delay  it  any  longer,  1661 
and  called  the  general  court  together  the  7th  of  Au- 
guft,  when,  after  a  great  variety  of  forms  for  a  pro¬ 
clamation  had  been  propofed,  the  following  was  agreed 

to* 

“  FORASMUCH 

been  dead  fome  time  before.  The  tradition  at  Hadley  is,  that  two 
perfons,  unknown,  were  buried  in  the  minifter’s  cellar.  The  mim- 
ller  was  no  fufferer  by  his  boarders.  They  received  more  or  lefs  re¬ 
mittances  every  year,  for  many  years  together,  from  their  wives  in 
England.  Thofe  few  perfons  who  knew  where  they  were,  made 
them  frequent  prefents.  Richard  Saltonflall,  Efq;  who  was  in  the  fe- 
cret,  when  he  left  the  country  and  went  to  England  in  1672,  made 
them  a  prefent  of  fifty  pounds  at  his  departure  ;  and  they  take  notice 
of  donations  from  feveral  other  friends.  I  hey  were  in  conftant  ter¬ 
ror;  though  they  had  reafon  to  hope,  after  fome  years,  that  the  en¬ 
quiry  for  them  was  over.  They  read,  with  pleafure,  the  news  of 
their  being  killed,  with  other  judges  in  Switzerland.  I  heir  diary, 
for  fix  or  fieven  years,  contains  every  little  occurrent  in  the  town, 
church,  and  particular  families  in  the  neighbourhood.  Thefe  were 
ffnall  affairs.  They  had  indeed,  for  a  few  years  of  their  lives,  be_n 
among  the  principal  adlors  in  the  great  affairs  of  the  nation ;  Holts 
efpecially,  who  turned  the  members  of  the  little  parliament  out  of  the 
houfe,  and  who  was  attached  to  Oliver  and  to  Richard  to  the  lafl;  but 
they  were  both  of  low  birth  and  education.  They  had  very  conftant 
and  exad  intelligence  of  every  thing  which  paffed  in  England,  and 
were  unwilling  to  give  up  all  hopes  of  deliverance.  Their  greatefl 
expeditions  were  from  the  fulfilment  of  the  prophecies.  They  had 
no  doubt,  that  the  execution  of  the  judges  was  the  flaying  of  the  wit- 
neffes.  They  were  much  difappointed,  when  the  year  1666  had  paffed 
without  any  remarkable  event,  but  flattered  themfelves  that  the  chrif- 
tian  sera  might  be  erroneous.  Their  lives  were  miserable  and  conftant 
burdens.  They  complain  of  being  banifhed  from  all  human  fociety. 

A  letter  from  Goffe’s  wife,  who  was  Whaley’s  daughter,  I  think 
worth  preferving.  (Appendix.)  After  the  fecond  year,  Goffe  writes, 
by  the  name  of  Walter  Goldfmith,  and  fhe  of  Frances  Goldfmith, 
and  the  correfpondence  is  carried  on,  as  between  a  mother  and  fon. 
There  is  too  much  religion  in  their  letters  for  the  take  of  the  prefent 
day  ;  but  the  diftreffes  of  two  perfons,  under  thefe  peculiar  circum- 
llances,  who  appear  to  have  lived  very  happily  together,  are  very 
ftrongly  deferibed. 

Whilft  they  were  at  Hadley  (Feb.  10,  1664)  Dixwell,  another  or 
the  judges,  came  to  them,  but  from  whence,  or  in  what  part  of  Ame¬ 
rica  he  firft  landed,  is  not  known.  The  firfl  mention  of  him  in  their 

journal,  is  by  the  name  of  Col.  Dixwell  j  but  ever  after,  they  call 
J  '  him 
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v  ^?RASMUCH  as  Charles  the  fecond  is  undoubted 
King  ol  Great- Britain  and  all  other  his  Majefty’s  territo- 
rks  and  dominions  thereunto  belonging,  and  hath  been 
lome  time  fince  lawfully  proclaimed  and  crowned  accor¬ 
dingly  :  We  therefore  do,  as  in  duty  we  are  bound,  own 
and  acknowledge  him  to  be  our  Sovereign  Lord  and 
King,  and  do  therefore  hereby  proclaim  and  declare  his 
Lcred  Majefty  Charles  the  fecond,  to  be  lawful  King  of 
Great-Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  and  all  other  the  ter¬ 
ritories  thereunto  belonging.  God  fave  the  King.” 

An 

him  Mr.  Davids.  He  continued  fome  years  at  Hadley,  and  then  re- 
xnoved  to  New-Haven.  He  was  generally  fuppofed  to  have  been  one  of 
thole  who  were  obnoxious  in  England,  but  he  never  difcovered  who 
he  was  until  he  was  on  his  death-bed.  I  have  one  of  his  letters, 
Ijned  James  Davids,  dated  March  23d  1683.  He  married  at  New- 
^aven,  and  left  feverai  children.  After  his  death,  his  fon,  who  before 
j  .beer^  Bavids,  took  the  name  of  Dixwell,  came  to  Boflon, 

and  lived  in  good  repute ;  was  a  ruling  elder  of  one  of  the  churches 
there,  and  uied  m  1721,  of  the  fmall-pox  by  inoculation.  Some  of 
his  grandchildren  are  now  living.  Col.  Dixwell  was  buried  at  New- 
Haven.  His  grave  Hone  Hill  remains  with  this  infcription.  “  T.  D. 
Efq;  deceafed  March  1  Sth,  in  the  8zd  year  of  his  age,  1688. ’’ 

It  cannot  be  denied,  that  manv  of  the  principal  perfons  in  the  co¬ 
lony  greatly  eHeemed  thefe  perfons  for  their  profeffions  of  piety  and 
, c*r  8r_aJc  deportment,  who  did  not  approve  of  their  political  con¬ 
duct.  Mr.  Mitchell,  the  minifter  of  Cambridge,  who  Ihevved  them 
great  friend  (hip  upon  their  HrH  arrival,  fays  in  a  manufcript  which  he 
wrote  in  his  own  vindication,  “  Since  I  have  had  opportunity,  by 
reading  and  difcourfe,  to  look  a  little  into  that  adtion  for  which  thefe 
men  fuller,  I  could  never  fee  that  it  was  jufliHable.”  After  they  were 
declared  traitors,  they  certainly  would  have  been  fent  to  England  if 
tney  could  have  been  taken.  It  was  generally  thought  they  had  left 
toe  country  ;  and  even  the  confequence  of  their  efcape  was  dreaded, 
wlnm  they  were  taken,  thole  who  had  harboured  them  Ihould 
i.mer  for  it.  Mr.  Endicot,  the  governor,  writes  to  the  Earl  of  Man- 
chelter,  that  he  fuppofes  they  went  towards  the  Dutch  at  Manhadoes 
anu  took  Hupping  for  Holland  ;  and  Mr.  BradHieet,  the  then  gover¬ 
nor,  in  December  1684,  writes  to  Edward  Randolph,  “that  after 
<  i‘Ur  being  aw  New- Haven,  lie  could  never  hear  what  became  of  them.*5 
Randolph,  who  was  fent  to  fearch  into  the  lecrets  of  the  government, 
could  obtain  no  more  knowledge  of  them,  than  that  they  had  Feen 
in  the  country,  and  refpeR  had  been  ihewn  them  by  lome  of  the  ma- 
giHrates.  I  am  loth  to  omit  an  anecdote  handed  down  through  go¬ 
vernor  Leverets  family.  1  find  Goile  takes  notice  in  his  journal  of 

Leveret’s 
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An  order  pafied  the  court  the  fame  day,  and  was  pofted  1661 
up  in  Bofton,  forbidding  all  diforderly  behaviour  on  the 
occafion  ;  declaring  that  no  perfon  might  expeel  indul¬ 
gence  for  the  breach  of  any  law,  and  “  in  a  particular 
manner,  that  no  man  fhould  prefume  to  drink  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  health  *”  which  the  order  fays,  “  he  hath  in  an 
efpecial  manner  forbid.” 

An  addrefs  to  the  King  was  likewife  agreed  to  and 

ordered  to  be  lent  to  England. 

Intelligence  arriving  oi  further  complaints  againft 
the  colony,  and  orders  being  received  trom  the  King, 
that  perfons  fhould  be  fent  over  to  make  anfwer,  the  go¬ 
vernor  called  the  court  together  again,  the  31ft  of  De¬ 
cember,  and  Simon  Bradftreet,  one  of  the  magiftrates, 
and  John  Norton,  one  of  the  miniftcrs  of  Bofton  church, 
were  chofen  agents  tor  the  colony,  and  inftructions  given 
them  ;  the  fum  of  which  was,  to  reprefent  the  colony  as 
his  Majefty’s  loyal  and  obedient  fubjects,  to  endeavour 
to  take  off  all  fcandal  and  objections,  and  to  underftand 
his  Majefty’s  apprehenfions  concerning  them,  to  do  no¬ 
thing  which  might  be  prejudicial  to  the  charter,  and  to 
keep  the  court  advifed  of  thefe  tranfa&ions  and  all  oc¬ 
currences  ft*. 

These 


Leveret’s  being  at  Hadley.  The  town  of  Hadley  was  alarmed  by  the 
Indians  in  1675,  in  the  time  of  publick  worfhip,  and  the  people  were 
in  the  utmoft  ccnfufion.  Suddenly,  a  grave  elderly  perfon  appeared  in 
the  midft  of  them.  In  his  mien  and  drefs  he  differed  from  the  rell  of 
the  people.  He  not  only  encouraged  them  to  defend  themfelves  ;  but 
put  himfelf  at  their  head,  rallied,  inftrudtcd  and  led  them  on  to  en¬ 
counter  the  enemy,  who  by  this  means  were  repulfed.  As  iuddenly, 
the  deliverer  of  Hadley  difappeared.  The  people  were  left  in  con- 
fternation,  utterly  unable  to  account  for  this  ftrange  phenomenon.  1c 
is  not  probable,  that  they  were  ever  able  to  explain  it.  If  Gofte  had 
been  then  difcovered,  it  muft  have  come  to  the  knowledge  of  thofe 
perfons,  who  declare  by  their  letters  that  they  never  knew  what  became 
of  him. 

*  Ci  Hoc  eft  ad  noftros  non  leve  crimen  avos.”  Ovid. 

f  Mr.  Pynchon  writes  to  Mr.  Davenport  at  Nevv-Haven,  March 

26,  1662,  “  Our  general  court,  after  much  agitation  and  oppoution, 

have  at  laft  fent  two  meftengers  to  England,  Mr.  N.  and  Mr.  L. 

who  went  from  Bofton  ioth  Feb.  1  pray  God  it  may  be  *or 

*  *f  belt. 
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1661  These  gentlemen  engaged  in  the  fcrvice  with,  great 
reluctance,  Mr.  Norton  particularly.  A  fhip  was  flopped 
for  them  upon  demurrage,  and  then  difcharged,  and  then 
flopped  again.  At  length  the  committee,  appointed  to  do 
every  thing  neceflary  for  their  difpatch  in  the  reed's  of 
the  court,  engaged  46  to  make  good  all  damages  they 
might  fuftain  by  the  detention  of  their  perfons  in  England 
or  otherwifeT  They  departed  the  icth  of  February. 
1661  Their  reception  in  England  was  much  more  favourable 
than  was  expected,  their  flay  fhort,  returning  the  next  fall 
with  the  King’s  mo  ft  gracious  letter,  fome  parts  of  which 
cheated  the  hearts  of  the  country  and  they 'then  looked 
upon,  and  often  afterwards  recurred  to  them,  as  a  confirma¬ 
tion  of  their  charter  privileges,  and  an  amnefty  of  all  paffc 
errors.  The  letter  was  ordered  to  be  publifhed,  and,  in 
an  order  for  a  public  thankfgiving,  particular  notice  is 
taken  of  cc  the  return  of  their  meflengers,  and  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  the  mercies  of  peace,  liberties,  and  the  gofpel*.” 

There 

<c  heft.  The  event  is  doubtful  to  me,  feeing  we  have  fo  many  falfe 
V  friends  and  open  enemies.”  The  fears  of  the  people,  while  they 
were  abfent,  appear  from  many  paffages  in  private  letters,  mentioning 
reports  that  Mr.  Bradltreec  and  Norton  were  detained  in  England, 

that  Mr.  Norton  was  in  the  Tower,  &c. 

,  ' 

*  Lord  Say,  who,  upon  the  reftoration,  which  he  had  been  inllru- 
mental  in  promoting,  was  made  Lord  Privy  Seal,  retained  his  friend- 
lliip  for  the  colony,  as  appears  by  the  following  letter. 

“  London  iotn  July  1661. 

Gentlemen  and  honoured  friends, 

Having  fo  fafe  a  hand  and  lo  true  a  friend  to  convey  a  line  to  you? 
as  the  bearer  Mr.  Crowne,  I  was  loth  to  omit  writing,  becaufe  it  may 
be  my  lad,  my  glafs  being  almcll  run  out,  and  I  retiring  home. — You 
have  had  Several  appeared  here  againft  you,  and  have  been  examined 
againft  you,  as  Captain  Breedan  and  others,  of  whom,  and  about 
what,  this  bearer  can  more  particularly  inform  you  than  I  will  at  this 
time  write ;  and  I  mult  fay  for  Mr.  Crowne,  he  hath  appeared,  both 
here  in  the  council  and  to  the  Lord  Chamberlain  and  others,  as  really 
and  cordially  for  you  as  any  could  do,  and  hath  allaied  the  ill  opinion 
of  your  cruelty  againll  the  quakers,  willingly  neglected  his  pafiage  to 
flay  here  to  ferve  you,  and  by  his  means  and  information  of  the  date 
c.  your  government,  as  now  it  is,  I  hope  you  will  have  no  governor 

put 
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There  werefome  things  however  in  the  King’s  letter  1 66 
hard  to  comply  with  and  although  it  was  ordered  to  be 
publifiied,  yet  it  was  with  this  caution,  that  “  inafmuch  as 
“  the  letter  hath  influence  upon  the  churches  as  well  as 
“  civil  ftate,  all  manner  of  actings,  in  relation  thereto, 

“  (hall  be  fufpended  until  the  next  general  court,  that  fo 
cc  all  perfons  concerned  may  have  time  and  opportunity  to 
“  confider  what  is  neceflary  to  be  done,  in  order  to  his 
ee  Majefty’s  pleafure  therein.”  The  King  exprefsly  de¬ 
clares,  “  We  will  preferve,  and  do  hereby  confirm  the  pa- 
“  tent  and  charter  heretofore  granted  unto  them  by  our 
“  royal  father  of  blefled  memory,  and  they  fhall  fully  en- 
“  joy  all  the  privileges  and  liberties  granted  unto  them 
“  in  and  by  the  fame,  and  we  will  be  ready  to  renew  the 
“  fame  charter  to  them,  under  our  great  feal  of  England, 

“  whenfoever  they  (hall  defire  it.”  His  majefty’s  gra¬ 
cious  pardon  to  all  his  fubjefts  was  likewife  declared,  for 
all  treafons,  &c.  during  the  late  troubles,  except  to  fuch  as 
flood  attainted  by  ad  of  parliament,  if  any  fuch  ihould 
have  tranfported  themfelves  thither-,  but  then  it  was  re¬ 
quired,  that  all  their  laws  Ihould  by  reviewed,  and  fuch 
as  were  contrary  or  derogatory  to  the  King’s  authority 
and  government  fhould  be  annulled  and  repealed  ;  that 
the  oath  of  allegiance  fhould  be  duly  adminiftred;  that 
the  adminiftration  of  juftice  fhould  be  in  the  King’s 
name,  that  freedom  and  liberty  fhould  be  given  to  all 
fuch  as  defired  to  ufe  the  book  of  Common  Prayer, 
and  perform  their  devotions  in  the  manner  eftablifhed  in 
England  ;  and  that  they  might  not  undergo  any  prejudice 

put  upon  you  but  of  your  own  liking  ;  wherefore  I  mull  requeft  you 
will  really  own  and  accordingly  requite  Mr.  Crowne  his  love,  care 
and  pains  for  you,  of  which  I  have  been  an  eye  vvitnefs.  I  have  brought 
him  to  the  Lord  Chamberlain  and  others,  and  hav£  requelted  their 
l.ordfh’ps  to  aflift  him  in  your  behalf.  I  have  not  been  wanting,  both 
to  the  King  and  council,  to  advance  your  intereft;  more  1  can¬ 
not  do,  but  earneftly  to  pray  th^  Lord  to  Hand  with  you  and  for  you. 

I  remain  your  a/iured  loving  friend  to  ferve  you,  W.  Say  &  Seale. 

for  his  ever  honoured  friends,  the  governor 
of  the  MafTachulets  colony  in  New  England, 
for  the  time  being,  to  be  communicated  to  ths 
rdt  of  the  magiflrates  and  deputies  there. 

P  thereby* 
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1 662  thereby,  that  all  perfons  of  good  and  honed  lives  and  con- 
variations fhould beadmitted  tothe  facramentof  theLord’s 
fupper,  according  to  the  book  of  Common  Prayer,  and 
their  children  to  baptifm  ;  that,  in  the  cho  ce  of  governor 
and  afliftants,  the  only  confideration  to  be  had,  fhould  be 
of  the  wifdom,  virtue  and  integrity  of  the  perfons  to  be 
chofen,  and  not  of  any  fadion  with  reference  to  opinions 
and  outward  profeffion  that  all  freeholders  of  compe¬ 
tent  eftates,  not  vicious,  &c.  though  of  different  per-  * 
fuafions  concerning  church  government,  fhould  have 
their  votes  in  the  eledion  of  all  officers  civil  and  military, 
and  finally,  that  this  letter  fhould  be  publifhed,  &c. 

However  reafonable  the  feveral  things  required  by 
the  King  appear  to  us  at  this  day  *,  yet  many  of  them 
were  grievous  to  our  anceflors.  The  agents  met  with 
the  fare  of  mod  agents  ever  fincef.  The  favours  they 
had  obtained,  were  fuppofed  to  be  no  more  than  might 


*  When  the  legifbnor  has  believed  it  a  duty  to  permit  the  exercife 
cf  many  religions,  it  is  neceffary  that  he  fhould  enforce  alio  a  tolera¬ 
tion  amongft  thefe  religions  themfelves.  Spir,  Laws. 

f  Mr.  Davis,  a  merchant  in  Bolton,  lately  arrived  from  England, 
writes  to  Mr.  Davenport  at  Nevv-Haven  as  follows,  “  Mr,  Norton 
hath  loft  himfelf  much  in  the  efteem  of  the  generality,  and  will  do 
more. —  I  was  told  that  he  declared  to  the  court,  if  they  complied  not 
with  the  King’s  letter,  the  blood  that  fhould  be  fpilt  would  lie  at  their 
door.— Yefterday,  half  a  dozen  of  the  great  church  went  to  him,  and 
Mr.  Wilfon,  and  elder  Penn,  in  the  name  of  themfelves  and  others,  de¬ 
firing  that  an  alfiftant  might  be  chofen  (intending  Mr.  Allen,  1  fuppofe, 
whom  the  Lord  appears  much  with,  having  given  him  large  room  in 
the  heart?  of  the  people)  but  fome,  I  hear,  have  gone  on  the  other  fide 
and  oppo'ed  it.” 

Dodor  Mather  fays  upon  this  occafion,  “  Such  has  been  the  jealous 
difpofiuon  of  ou*  New-Englanders  about  their  dearly  bought  privi¬ 
leges,  and  fuch  alfo  has  been  the  various  underftanding  of  the  people 
about  the  extent  of  thofe  privilege',  that  of  all  the  agents  which  they 
have  fent  over  unto  the  court  of  England  for  now  40  years  together,  J 
know  not  any  one  who  did  not,  at  his  return,  meet  with  fome  very 
froward  entertainment  among  his  countrymen.  And  there  may  be 
the  wifdom  of  the  holy  and  righteous  God  as  well  as  the  malice  of 
the  evil  one  acknowledged  in  the  ordering  of  fuch  temptations.  Of 
thefe  temptations,  a  confiderable  (hare  fell  to  Mr.  Norton,  con¬ 
cerning  whom  there  were  many  who  would  not  itick  to  fay,  that  ‘  he 
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well  have  been  expeCted,  and  their  merits  were  foon  for-  166^ 
got;  the  evils  which  they  had  it  not  in  their  power  to 
prevent,  were  attributed  to  their  negleCt  or  unnecefiary 
conceffions*  Mr.  Bradftreet  was  a  man  of  more  phlegm, 
and  not  fo  fenfibly  touched  ;  but  Mr.  Norton  was  fo  af¬ 
fected  that  he  grew  melancholy.  He  died  fucklenly, 
very  foon  after  his  return  (April  5,  1663-f.)  The  only 
thing  done  at  this  feffion,  in  compliance  with  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  orders,  befides  making  the  letter  public,  was  the 
giving  directions,  that  all  writs,  procelfes,  &c.  fhould 
be  in  his  Majefty’s  name,  A  committee  was  afterwards 
appointed,  to  confider  what  was  proper  to  be  done  as  to 
the  other  parts,  who  were  to  report  the  next  feffion  ; 
and  liberty  was  given  to  any  of  the  reverend  elders,  to 
any  freemen,  and  to  any  other  the  inhabitants,  to  fend 
in  their  thoughts,  that  fo,  after  ferious  confideration* 
fomething  might  be  agreed  upon,  “  fatisfaCfory  and  fafe5 

conducing  to  the  glory  of  God  and  the  felicity  of  his 
people.55 

The  year  1662  was  remarkable  for  a  fynod  or  genera! 
council  of  all  the  churches,  held  at  Bolton  in  the  month 
of  September,  by  order  of  the  general  court. 

The  two  quefcions  referred  to  their  decifion,  and  con« 
cerning  which  the  country  was  much  divided  in  fenti- 
ment,  were  thefe, 

lit,  Who  are  the  fubjeCts  of  Baptifm  ? 

2d,  Whether,  according  to  the  word  of  God,  there 
ought  to  be  a  confociation  of  churches,  and  what  fhould 
be  the  manner  of  it  ? 


had  laid  the  foundation  of  ruin  to  all  our  liberties, ’  and  his  melancholy 
riiind  imagined,  that  his  belt  friends  began  therefore  to  look  awry 
upon  him.”  ft, 4. agnalia . 

f  Upon  his  fudden  death,  the  Quakers  remarked,  ic  John  Norton* 
chief  prieft  in  Bo  lion,  by  the  immediate  power  of  the  Lord,  was  finite 
ten  ;  and  as  he  was  finking  down  by  the  fire-fide,  being  under  juft 
judgment,  he  confeffed  the  hand  of  the  Lord  was  upon  him,  and  fo 
he  died*”  Reprefent .  to  King  and  V aril  ament* 

A  drunken  jinnee,  who  had  been  a  great  perfecutor  of  the  Quakers 
in  England,  was  threatned  by  Fox  with  divine  punifhment.  The 
juitice  died  of  an  apoplexy  two  days  after.  His  death  was  not  afc/ibed 
to  his  intemperance,  but  to  Fox*s  predictions.  Volt.  Lett. 

Subuo  mori  piis  pariter  atque  impiis  commune  eft*  Era f,  Epijl* 

P  2  T HU 


\ 


224  THE  history  of 

1662  The  refult  of  this  fynod  was  printed,  by  order  of  the 
general  court,  and  is  particularly  mentioned  by  Doctor 
Mather,  Mr.  Neal,  and  other  writers*. 

John  Touton,  a  French  doctor  and  inhabitant  of 
Rochel  in  France,  made  application  to  the  court,  in  be¬ 
half  of  himfelf  and  other  proteftants  expelled  from  their 
habitations,  on  account  of  their  religion,  that  they  might 
have  liberty  to  inhabit  here,  which  was  readliy  granted  to 

them. 

Captain  Breedan,  who,  as  we  have  before  mentioned* 
had  been  in  England,  and  had  complained  of  the  govern¬ 
ment  for  harbouring  regicides,  and  had  laid  divers  other 

**  It  being  part  of  the  refult  of  this  fynod,  thattne  children  01  inch, 
as  made  a  public  proiefiion  o!  their  faith,  & c.  although  not  in  full  com¬ 
munion,  might  be  admitted  to  baptifm,  ieverai  of  the  members  dif¬ 
fered.  Mrt  Chauncey,  the  prefident  of  the  college,  and  Mr.  Daven¬ 
port  of  New-Haven,  oppofed  it  in  print.  Mr.  Allen  anfvvered  the 
firft,  and  Mr.  Richard  Mather  the  other.  His  ton;  Mr.  Increale 
Mather,  a  young  gentleman  about  three  and  twenty,  was  with  the 
dilTcntcrs.  Rewrites  Mr.  Davenport,  October  21,  1662,  “  I  have 
your  writings  ft il  1  in  my  hands.  I  offered  the  lynod  to  read  them, 
Mr.  Norton  advifed  them  not  to  fufler  me  ;  whereupon,  I  let 
6S  them  have  a  copy  of  them,  which  was  generally  tranfcribed.  I 
“  have  given  in  your’s  and  Mr.  Street’s  teflimony,  unto  the  gene- 
<<  ral  court,  with  a  preface  fubfcribed  by  Mr.  Chauncey,  Mr.  Mayo, 
xny  brother,  and  myfelf,  in  the  name  of  others  of  the  dift'enting 
<«  brethren  in  the  fynod,  wherein  we  declare,  that  we  fully  concur 
i(  with  what  is  infeited  by  yourfelf  in  thofe  papers.  Some  of  the 
«  court  would  fain  have  thrown  them  out  without  reading,  but  the 
•«<  majorpart  were  not  fo  violent.  It  was  moved  they  might  be  printed. 

All  the  anfwer  we  could  get,  was,  that  we  might  do  as  we  would. 
41  We  count  it  a  favour  we  were  not  commanded  to  be  ilient.  10a 
44  may  fee  which  way  things  are  like  to  be  carried.” 

Mr.  E’eazer  Mather,  of  Northampton,  writes  to  Mr.  Davenport  of 
New-Haven,  4th  of  5th  month  1662,  “  There  was  fcarce  any  of  the 
congregational  principles,  but  what  were  layen  at,  by  fome  or  other 
*e  of  the  alfembly  ;  as  relations  of  the  work  of  grace,  power  of  vot- 
ir?g  of  the  fraternity  in  admilhon,  profeflion  ol  faith  and  repent- 
<<  ante  not  to  be  required  of  fuch  as  were  baptized  in  the  church,  in 
<<  reference  to  thebaptihn  of  their  children.  Mr.  Parker,  of  Newbury* 
«<  was  one  of  the  great  antagonifh  of  the  congregational  way  and 
order,  though  it  not  being  the  work  of  the  present  fynod,  nis  many 
**  motions*  to  confider  whether  we  were  in  the  right  ec^lefi^ltical 
«c  order,  were  not  attended.” 

filings 
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things  to  its  charge  to  render  it  obnoxious,  returned  to  1662 
New-England  this  year,  and  behaved  with  great  info- 
lence  in  the  face  of  the  court,  ufurping  authority  and 
laying  his  commands  on  them,  but  he  loon  found  they 
had  not  loft  their, fpirit.  They  committed  him  to  prifon 
for  his  contemptuous  carriage,  and  afterwards  fined  him 
two  hundred  pounds  f,  and  ordered  that  he  become  bound 
in  two  hundred  pounds  with  fureties,  to  be  of  good  beha¬ 
viour,  handing,  committed  until  ientence  be  performed. 

On  the  other  hand,  Ifaac  Coie,  the  conftable  of  Woburn, 
being  charged  with  having  refufed  to  publilh  the  King’s 
letter,  and  Edward  Converfe,  one  of  the  feledmen  of 
that  town,  with  having  Ipoken  dilrelpedlfully  of  it,  as 
tending  to  popery,  procefs  was  ordered  againlt  them,  and 
they  were  held  to  anlwer  for  a  high  mifdemeanor  ;  but 
the  fads  charged  againft  them  not  being  proved,  they 
were  acquitted. 

The  levere  ads  of  parliament  againft  nonconformifts 
caufed  feme  of  them  again  to  think  of  a  place  of  refuge. 
Several  minifters  came  over,  and  more  intended  to  follow ; 
but  New-England  was  threatned  with  a  lofs  of  their  pri¬ 
vileges,  and  if  the  threat  had  been  executed,  they  would 
not  not  have  been  fecure  in  thefe  remote  parts  J. 

The  inhabitants  upon  Connedicut  river  being  increafed 
to  three  townfhips,  Springfield,  Northampton,  and  Had. 

f  Afterwards,  upon  application  from  Sir  Thomas  Temple,  feconded 
by  governor  Winthiop  of  Connecticut,  the  fire  was  remitted  or  granted, 
to  Sir  Thomas  Temple,  to  be  difpofed  of  at  his  pleafure. 

X  “  Here  is  come,  with  Woodgreene,  one  Mr.  Davies,  a  rich  mer¬ 
chant,  and  there  came  with  him  one  Mr.  Allen,  a  young  man,  a 
“  very  able  teacher,  recommended  by  Mr.  Goodwin.  He  hath  taught 
here  divers  times  fince  lie  came.  IVIany  are  expected  this  fummer.~ 

Mr.  Bartlett,  of  Biddeford,  and  his  fon,  were  fhipped  for  New- 
<£  England  ;  but  an  oath  being  required  of  them  before  they  could  get 
“  out  of  the  harbour,  they  choie  to  die  in  prifon  rather  than  take  it.” 

E.  Mathers  letter  to  Daveniorty  July  1662.  Another  MS.  in  1662, 
fays,  <£-  Fnere  is  great  talk  of  many  minifters,  with  their  congrega- 
“  tions,  coming  over  the  next  year,  if  room  can  be  found  for  them. 

“  1  here  was  a  general  governor,  and  a  major  general  chofen,  and  a 
bifnop  with  a  fufrragan  ;  but  Mr.  Norton  writes,  that  they  are  not 
41  yet  out  of  hopes  to  prevent  it ;  the  ?overnorh  name  is  Sir  Robert 
44  Carr,  a  rank  papiii.” 

i1  3  lsY> 
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1662  ley,  at  the  fefTions  of  the  general  court,  in  May  1662, 
they  were  made  a  county  by  the  name  of  Hampfhire. 

1 663  A  letter  was  fent,  figned  by  the  governor,  in  the 
name  of  the  general  court,  dated  Qdt.  20,  1 66 j ,  to 
Dodor  John  Owen,  defiring  him  to  come  over,  and 
to  accept  the  call  or  invitation  which  the  firft  church 
in  Bofton  had  given  him,  to  become  their  teacher,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Norton  ,  but  he  could  not  be  prevailed 

upon  §,  • 

1664  In  1664,  the  people  of  New-England  were  furprized 
with  the  appearance  of  a  very  large  comet,  which  conti¬ 
nued  from  the  17th  of  November,  until  the  4th  of  Fe¬ 
bruary  following.  At  firft,  it  appeared  in  the  eaft 
bearded,  afterwards,  in  the  weft  wiih  a  tail.  They  were 
not  alone  in  their  opinion,  that  comets  were  omens  of 
great  evils.  So  judicious  a  writer  as  Sleidan  obferves, 
that  a  comet  was  feen  all  the  month  of  Auguft  preceding 
the  October  when  Zuinglius  was  (lain  ;  he  adds,  that 
the  Queen -Mother  of  France  died  about  the  fame  time. 
One  had  appeared  juft  before  Mr.  Cotton’s  death.  The 
death  of  their  aged  governor,  and  the  troubles  the  co¬ 
lony  met  with  the  next  year,  from  the  King’s  commifc 
fioners,  tended  to  confirm  people  in  their  opinion. 
The  aurora  borealis,  and  even  eclipfes,  in  former  ages 
have  been  deemed  prodigies  and  of  ill  omen  J*. 

1665  The  firft  prosecution,  I  find  upon  record,  of  any  of 
the  people  called  anabaptifts,  was  in  the  year  1665.  Wil¬ 
liam  Turner,  Thomas  Gold,  Edward  Drinker,  John 
George,  and  Thomas  Ofborne,  were  charged  before  the 
governor  anti  other  magiftrates,  with  gathering  them- 


§  Capo  Gookin,  one  of  the  afliflants,  in  a  letter  dated  July  i666> 
fays,  fct  Dodtor  Owen,  and  fome  choice  ones  who  intended  to  cone 
(c  with  him  in  Mr,  Pierce,  are  diverted,  and  that,  not  from  hopes 
<(  of  better  times  there,  but  from  fears  of  worfe  here;  which  fome 
i(  new  counfels,  there  adting,  gave  them  occafion  for,  fo  that  in  all 
probability?  a  new  cloud  is  gathering,  and  a  ftorrn  preparing  for 


f  Ccelum  vifum  e ft  aidere  plutimo  igni, 
vet  lata  ocuiis,  aut  vana  exterdus  ollentavere 


portent  que  alia  aut  ob- 
ipecies.  Liv. 
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Lives  into  a  pretended  church  date*,  in  oppofition  to  the  1665 
order  of  the  churches  in  Chrift  in  the  colony,  and  inter- 
medling  with  thofe  holy  appointments  of  the  Lord  Jefus* 
which  are  proper  only  to  office  truft.”  They  confefled 
they  had  joined  in  a  church  fociety,  that  they  had  been 
rebaptized,  and  that  one  of  them  adminiftred  the  Lord’s 
flipper.  They  were  admonifhed,  and  threatned  that  if 
they  continued  to  meet  and  pradhfe  contrary  to  the  order 
of  the  gofpel,  the  court  would  proceed  againft  them  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  demerits.  They  perfevered  notwithftand- 
ing,  and  were  fentenced  by  the  court  to  be  disfranchiled,  if 
they  were  freemen  *,  and  if  they  ftill  continued  their  prac¬ 
tice,  to  be  committed  to  prifon,  upon  convidtion  before  one 
magi  (Irate,  until  the  general  court  fhould  take  further  order ; 
and  fome  time  after,  they  were  imprifoned  and  baniflied.  A  f- 
timur  in  vetitum  was  verified  in  this  proceeding,  as  it  ufually 
is  in  the  like  cafes.  Severity  made  converts,  and  then  it  was 
thought  advifeable  to  ceaie  from  further  profecutions  7 . 

The 


*  This  feverity  was  difagreeable  to  many.  A  petition  to  the  court 
was  figned  bv  Capt.  Hutchinfon,  Capt.  Oliver,  and  others  in  1668, 
for  favour  to  Thomas  Gold  and  the  reft,  but  it  gave  offence,  and 
fome  of  the  petitioners  were  obliged  to  acknow  ledge  their  fault ;  loins 
expreftions  in  the  petition  being  conftrued  reproachful,  and  the  chief 
promoters  were  fined.  Mr.  Increafe  Mather  writes  to  Ins  brothei 
at  Northampton,  July  3d  5665,  "  Jhis  town  is  late  y  congregated 
a  church  of  anabapnfis.  T  hey  take  advantage  from  the  commif- 
fioners,  who  declared  that  they  would  have  liberty  given  to  all  iorts 
a  nek  feds  of  men.” 


f  This  w-'s  not  the  fi; ft  appearance  of  antipsedobaptifm  in  the  co-^ 
lony.  Mr.  Dunftar,  the  prefidenc  of  the  college,  made  piofemon  of 
it,  and  was  forced  to  quit  his  prefidentfhip.  Mr.  Chauucey,  ins  mc- 
ceftor,  held  imimrfion  neceftary,  but  was  content  that  the  ordinance 
fhould  be  adminiftred  to  infants,  provided  it  was  done  in  that  way.  in 
Mr.  Hooker's  time,  foon  after  the  year  1640,  it  appears  by  hisletteii-, 
that  many  were  inclined  that  way,  and  he  exprefles  his  apprehenfions 
that  the  number  would  increafe.  In  1644,  one  Paint  r,  for  ic- 
fufing  to  let  his  child  be  baptized,  (his  wife  defiring  it)  was  brought 
before  the  court,  where  he  declared  their  haptifm  to  be  antichriftian. 
He  was  fentenced  to  be  whipped,  which  he  bore  without  flinching, 
and  bonded  that  God  had  a  ft;  fled*  him.  His  n<  ighbours  gave  him  urn 
character  of  an  idle  lying  fellow.”  ( nubburd ,) 
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1065  The  baptifts  in  England  were  diftinguilbed  at  this  time 
into  three  divifions.  “  Such  as  look  upon  all  who  had  not 
been  baptized,  after  they  came  to  adult  age,  as  little 
better  than  heathens,  and  will  not  join  in  prayer  with 
the  moft  eminent  congregational  minifters,' if  they 
were  providentially  in  a  family  together.  Others  are 
ober,  _  moderate  men,  ar.d  manifeft  the  power  of  god- 
Jineis  in  their  converfations,  and  thefe,  upon  0111  oc- 
cafional I  meetings  we  join  hand  in  heart  with,  and  call 
iome  or  them  out  to  pray  with  us,  and  we  would  not 
have  this  difference  in  judgment  between  us  make  the 
lean  breach  in  afredion,  for  many  of  thole,  we  look 
upon  to  be  eminent  precious  hoiy  men.  We  have  a 
tiurd  tort,  but  they  are  not  many  (and  moft  of  them 
at  Loncon)  that  take  into  fellowfhip  thofe  that  are 
gouty,  and  defire  to  join  with  them,  though  they 
Lottie  not  up  to  be  baptized,  and  walk  lovingly  to<*e- 
tner  ’  The  firft  baptifts  of  the  Maflachufos  are  re- 
pieiented,  by  the  writers  of  that  day,  to  have  been  of 
vac  lame  principles  with  thofe  firft  deferibed.  Some  of 
tnem  were  not  fo.  I  have  feen  a  letter,  dated  not  manv 
years  a,  ter  this  time,  from  Mr.  Miles,  the  baptift  minifter 
at  Swanzy,  to  one  of  the  congregational  minifters  at 
.01. on,  which  breathes  the  true  fpirit  of  the  gofpel,  and 

luge  ;  chnftian  concord,  charity  and  love,  although  they 
end  not  agree  in  every  point.  J 

Mr.  V/eflgate,  who  had  been  in  New-Ennland  writes  from 

Hone,  5th  .d  month  i6c?,  to  Mr  Thomas  I  X  '  .  H/rle- 

in  11  p  •  r  ->3*  .  i  nomas  l,ake,  a  merchant  of  note 

“  alive  and  f7  TV"  70ur  next>  Aether  Mr.  Cotton  be 

.<  and  how  1-  at  bt  WJhal  'Wy'he  church  have  in  his  Head, 

“  in  R„on  '*  f  'l-°i  'f  hinds;  and  alio  the  Hate  of  the  other  church 

>n  Bolton  of  which  1  can  hear  nothing.  Inform  me  whether  the 
number  of  thofe  that  oppofe  baptizing  of  infants  increafe,  and  how 

tsaz  “i  •ihurch“-  *ni  °f  **« 

When  the  proceedings  again!!  the  congregationaliils  in  England 

were  Sdhvrh  ’  A  6'0  t0Jd  by  Dr‘  StilIi"gfl«t,  that°thcy 
Z'tii by  VhC  Pr°ceedings  of  their  brethren  in  New-Ennland, 

/fpJatifx  en  U°m  ^  Cllab!,ihed  worflliP  there.  Still,  mijcb.  of 

*  Mr-  Weflgate’s  letter  to  Mr.  Increafe  Mather. 

,  In 
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In  the  year  1664,  the  line  between  the  Maflachufets  1665 
and  Plimouth  was  fully  and  amicably  fettled  and  ran,  by 
a  committee  from  each  colony,  their  return  being  ac¬ 
cepted  by  the  general  court  of  the  Maflachufets,  and  or¬ 
dered  to  be  recorded  ;  and  there  is  no  doubt  the  general 
court  of  Plimouth  colony  accepted  it  likewife  *. 

From  the  reftoration  until  the  vacating  the  charter, 
the  colony  never  flood  well  in  England  ;  the  principal 
perfons,  both  in  church  and  ftate,  were  never  without 
fearful  expectations  of  being  deprived  of  their  privileges. 

,  The  years  1664  and  1665  afforded  them  greater  occafion 
v  for  fears  than  they  had  met  with  at  any  time  before 
In  the  fpring  of  1664,  intelligence  was  brought  that  fe- 
vera!  men  of  war  were  coming  from  England,  and  leve- 
ra!  gentlemen  of  diftinCtion  aboard  them.  As  foon  as  the 
general  court  met  in  May,  they  ordered  the  captain  of 
the  cattle  to  give  the  fpeedieft  notice,  upon  light  of  the 
fhips,  to  the  governor  and  deputy  governor,  appointed 
a  committee  to  repair  on  board  to  prefent  the  refpeCts  of 
the  court  to  the  gentlemen,  and  to  acquaint  them,  that 
it  was  the  defire  of  the  authority  of  the  place,  that  ftridt 
orders  fhould  be  mven  to  the  under  officers  and  loldiers, 
in  their  coming  affiore  to  refrefh  themfelves,  at  no  time 
to  exceed  a  convenient  number,  and  thole  without  arms, 
and  to  behave  themfelves  orderly,  and  to  give  no  offence 
to  the  people  and  laws  of  the  place.  This  was  no  more 
than  a  prudent  precaution,  confidering  how  ffriCl  the 
laws  were  againft  all  immoralities,  the  lenfe  the  magi- 


*  Although  there  have  been  difputes  concerninp-  this  line  fince  the 
prefent  charter,  between  the  proprietors  of  the  towns  in  the  county  or 
Plimouth  and  Suffolk  which  were  bounded  by  the  colony  lines,  yet  the 
ilation  from  whence  they  then  began  to  run,  has  never  been  doubted. 
The  committee  fay  in  their  return,  “  We  all  mutually  agreed  upon  the 
*(  firil  Ilation,  having  meafured  three  miles  foutherly  of  the  iouthern- 
moll  part  of  the  faid  river.'’  Charles  river  being  jull  before  men¬ 
tioned. 

f  In  the  year  1664,  the  wheat  through  the  colony  was  fpoiled  by 
blafl  or  mildew.  Ttus  is  reprefented  as  a  new  or  unufual  thing,  but 
continued  more  or  lels  for  divers  years  together,  until  the  people  were 
difcouraged  from  fowing,  but  little  wheat  having  been  yaifed  iince, 
except  in  the  towns  upon  Connecticut  river. 


ftratcs 
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1665  ftrates  had  of  their  obligations  to  execute  them  upon  all 
offenders  without  diftinddon,  the  certainty  that  the  crews 
of  men  of  war  would  offend,  and  the  danger  of  tumults, 
quarrels  and  bloodihed,  when  they  fhouid  be  brought  to 
punishment.  Preparation  was  likewife  made,  for  receiv¬ 
ing  and  entertaining  the  gentlemen  in  the  belt  manner. 

A  day  of  failing  and  prayer  *  was  appointed  to  be  ob- 
ferved  throughout  the  jurifdidlion,  to  implore  the  mercy 
of  God  to  them  under  their  many  diffractions  and  troubles, 
according  as  they  fhouid  (land  in  need.  And  apprehend¬ 
ing  it  to  be  of  great  concernment,  that  the  patent  or 
charter  fhouid  be  kept  fafe  and  fecret,  they  ordered  the 
Secretary  to  bring  it  into  court  and  to  deliver  it,  together 
with  a  duplicate,  to  four  of  the  court  -f%  who  were  directed 
to  difpofe  of  them  as  might  be  moil  fafe  for  the  country. 

The  fhips  arrived,  Saturday  the  23d  of  July,  with 
Col.  Richard  Nichols  and  George  Cartwright,  Efqj  J 
who,  together  with  Sir  Robert  Carr  and  Samuel  Ma¬ 
verick,  Efq;  had  received  a  corn  million  §  from  the  King 
for  reducing  the  Dutch  at  the  Manhados,  vifiting  the 
colonies  in  New-England,  hearing  and  determining  all 
matters  of  complaint,  and  fettling  the  peace  and  fecu- 
rity  of  the  country,  any  three  or  two  of  them  to  be  a 
quorum.  Col.  Nichols  during  his  life  being  one.  At 
their  defire,  the  governor  ordered  a  meeting  of  the  coun¬ 
cil  on  I  uefday  the  26th.  The  commifiioners  laid  their 
com  million  before  the  council,  with  the  King’s  letter  of 
the  23d  of  April,  and  part  ol  an  inftrutffion  referring  to 
the  reducing  the  Manhados,  and  propofed  the  railing  fuch 

*  This  was  their  pra&ice,  upon  every  important  occadon.  Their 
dependance  upon  thefe  days,  however,  was  not  fuch  as  caufed  them 
to  neglect  any  other  means  in  their  power  for  promoting  the  public 
weal.  Modern  hillorians  cenfure  this  conduct  as  weaknels.  Cato  only 
cerdured  the  ancient  Romans  for  not  joining  their  endeavours  to  their 
prayers.  “  Ubi  focordke  tete  atque  ignaviae  tradideris,  nequicquam 
deos  implores,  irati  infeftique  funt.”  Cato  apud  Sa;uQ. 

f  Mr.  Bellingham,  Maj.  Gen.  Leveret,  Capt.  Clark,  and  Capt. 
John  fon. 

|  S.r  Robert  Carr  and  Mr.  Maverick  arrived  at  Pifcataqua  about  the 
fame  time. 

§  dppendtX) 

a  mini- 
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a  number  of  men  as  the  country  could  fpare,  to  begin  1665 
their  march  on  the  20th  of  Auguft,  promifing,  that  if  in 
the  mean  time  they  could  prevail  by  treaty  or  any  neaier 
afliftance,  they  would  flop  the  progrefs  of  raifing  or 

marching  the  men. 

The  council  save  their  anfwer,  that  they  would  caufe 
the  General  court  to  affemble  the  3d  of  Augult  and  com- 
municate  the  propofal  to  them.  The  commiflioners  then 
acquainted  the  council,  that  there  were  many  more  things 
to  fio-nify  to  them  at  /their  return  trom  iVianhac.os,  and 
the  council  was  defired,  in  the  mean  time,  fuithei  to  con- 
fider  of  his  Majefty’s  letter  to  the  colony,  June  28,  1 662, 
and  to  give  a.  more  fatisfaftory  aniwer  than  fo;  meuy. 

The  com  miffi  oners  then  proceeded  to  the  Manhadcs. 

The  court  aficmbled  at  the  time  appointed.  I  Iny 
firft  refolved,  u  that  they  would  bear  faith  and  true  alle¬ 
giance  to  his  Majefly,  and  adhere  to  their  patent,  lo  dearly 
obtained,  and  lo  long  enjoyed  by  undoubted  right,  in  tne 
fight  of  God  and  men:55  And  then  reiolved  to  iaiie  a 
number,  not  exceeding  two  hundred  men,  at  t^e  charge  of 
the  colony,  for  his  Majefty’s  lervice  againft  the  Dutch. 

The  men  were  raifed,  but  the  place  furrendring  upon  ar¬ 
ticles,  no  orders  were  given  for  them  to  march  *.  i  he 
court,  in  the  next  place,  confidered  of  his  Majefly  s  letter 
of  1  662,  and  repealed  the  law  relating  to  the  au million  of 
freemen,  and,  inftead  of  it,  provided  another  that  allowed 
linglifh  fubjeds,  being  freeholders,  rateable  to  a  certain 
value,  certified  by  the  minifterof  the  place  to  be  orthodox, 
and  not  vicious  in  their  lives,  to  be  made  freemen,  al¬ 
though  not  members  of  the  church.  The  other  parts  of 
the  letter  were  referred  until  the  commiilioners  return. 


*  Thomas  Clark  and  John  Pynchon,  as  eommiflioners  from  the 
Maflachufets,  attended  the  King’s  eommiflioners  to  M  an  h  ados.  1  he 
jManhados  furrendered  the  27th  Aug.  1664;  the  inhabitant  becoming 
Engliih  iubjeds,  and  being  left  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  elutes  anc 
many  of  their  privileges.  Stuyefant,  the  Dutch  governo1,  alio  .-e- 
convmrr  fubjedt  to  the  Englifh  government.  1  have  the  copy  of  a  cTur 
fenc  to  him  from  the  Dutch  Welt  India  company,  requiring  n  1  ll J  \° 
come  home  and  give  a  more  fatisfaclory  account,  by  word  of  nmu.ii, 
than  he  had  done  by  his  letters. 

-  i  I  HEY 
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065  1  hey  agreed  upon  an  addrefs  to  the  King,  fitting 

ioita  the  purchafe  or  the  foil  from  the  council  of  Pii- 
rnojrh  ;  the  charter  from  King  Charles  the  firft  ;  the 
great  charge  they  had  been  at  in  transporting  themfelves 
2rid  families ;  in  purchafing  lands  of  the  natives,  and 
fettling  the  colony  ;  his  Majefty’s  explicit  confirmation 
of  their  privileges,  &c.  they  then  exprefs  their  grief,  in 
having  four  perfons  fent  over,  one  of  them  their  known 
and  prof died  enemy  *%  with  fuch  extraordinary  powers, 
by  means  whereof  they  were  like  to  be  lubjected  to  the 
arbitrary  power  of  ftrangers,  proceeding  not  by  any  efta- 
bliftied  law  but  their  own  difcretion  ;  and  being  thus 
fubjedted  to  complaints,  appeals,  and  the  determinations 
of  new  judges,  the  government  and  adminiftration  would 
be  made  void  and  of  no  effeft ;  and  although  they  had 
bet  tafteid  of  the  words  and  addons  of  the  gendemen, 
yet  they  had  enough  to  fatisfy  them,  that  the  powers, 
given  by  the  com  million,  would  be  improved  to  the  fub- 
vemoo  of  their  all ;  that  if  things  went  on  according  to 
the  prefent  appearance,  they  muff  either  feek  new  dwel¬ 
lings  or  fink  under  intolerable  burdens  ;  the  inhabitants 
would  be*  driven  to  they  knew  not  what  extremities,  and 
a  hopeful  plantation  ruined;  that  if  any  profit  was  ex- 
Ptfted  by  tbc  King,  or  by  new  rulers  impoied  upon  them, 
they  would  be  difappointed,  the  country  being  poor  and 
but  juft  affording  fubfiftence ;  that  if  the  people  fhould 
be  drove  out  of  the  country  (for  to  a  coalition  they  would 
iit.'vu  come)  it  would  be  hard  to  find  another  people  that 
would  ftay  long  in  it;  that  the  body  of  the  people  was 
fatisfied  with  the  prefent  government';  that'  there  was  no 
government  under  heaven,  where  there  vvere  no  difeon- 
tented  per  ions ;  that  there  were  but  few  among  them,  and 
fewc  r  that  had  cauie  to  be  fo.  They  appeal  to  God,  that 
they  came  not  into  this  wildernefs  to  feek  great  things 
for  themfelves,  but.  for  the  fake  of  a  quiet  life.  They 
ptofefs  their  lubjedlion  to  his  Majefty,  and  willingnefs  to 
left  if  y  their  dutiful  affection  in  any  righteous  way  ;  but 
u  was  a  great  unhappinefs  to  be  reduced  to  the  hard  cafe 
*  Maverick. 
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oF  having  no  other  way  of  doing  it,  but  by  deftroying  1665 
their  own  being,  which  nature  taught  them  to  preferve, 
or  yielding  up  their  liberties,  far  dearer  to  them  than 
their  lives ;  which  if  they  had  had  any  reafon  to  expedt, 
they  would  not  have  wandered  from  their  fathers5  houfes 
to  the  ends  of  the  earth  ;  a  royal  donation  from  fo  great  a 
Prince  being  the  greateft  fecurity  in  human  affairs.  They 
fent  letters,  humbly  to  fue  for  favour,  to  feveral  of  the 
nobility,  and  among  others,  to  the  Lord  Clarendon,  from 
whom  they  had  an  unfavourable  anfwer  *. 

The  Dutch  being  reduced,  Nichols  remained  at  New- 
York,  the  other  commiffioners  returned  to  Bofton  the 
15th  of  February,  and  acquainted  the  governor  and  coun¬ 
cil,  that  the  next  day  they  fhould  go  to  Plimouth,  to  de¬ 
liver  the  King’s  letter  to  that  government,  and  defired 
orders  might  be  given  to  all  the  inhabitants  to  affembie 
together  the  next  eledlion  day  ;  to  which  it  was  anfwered, 
that  all  were  at  their  liberty,  but  the  reafon  of  fuch  a 
motion  they  could  not  fee  into,  nor  fhould  they  encou¬ 
rage  it,  not  only  on  account  of  the  bufinefs  of  the  feafon, 
but  became  the  wives  and  children  of  a  confiderable  part 
of  the  people,  together  with  many  aged  pcrfons,  mult  be 
left  expofed  to  the  rage  or  the  natives.  To  which  Cart¬ 
wright  replied,  cc  that  the  motion  was  fo  reafonable,  that 
he  that  would  not  attend  to  it  was  a  traitor.”  This  was 
rough  ufage,  and  could  have  no  good  confequences.  The 
commiffioners  fent  letters,  in  their  own  name,  about  the 
country,  to  invite  the  people  to  affembie. 

Having  difpatched  their  bufinefs  at  Plimouth  ff,  they 
went  to  the  Naraganfet  country,  and  at  Warwick,  held 

their 

*  Appendix . 

His  Majefties  commiffioners  proportions  to  Plimouth  jurifdi&ion. 

WE  were  comaunded,  particularly  to  rccomend  thefe  thinges 
to  you  from  bis  Majeltye. 

1.  That  all  houfeholders,  inhabitinge  in  your  colonye,  take  the  oath 
of  allegiance.  And  that  your  administrations  of  jultice  be  in  his  Ma- 
jeftyes  name. 

2.  That  all  men  of  competent  eftates  and  cl v ill  converiation,  though. 

/of  different  judgment,  may  be  admitted  to  be  freemen,  and  haue  li¬ 
berty  to  choofe  and  be  choofen  officers,  both  civill  and  military. 

3.  That 


V.. 


1665  their  court,  made  enquiry  into  the  titles  of  lands  there* 
and  made  divers  determinations,  which  had  no  long  effefft, 
and  came  privately  and  feparately  to  Bofton,  the  latter  end 

of 


3.  That  all  men  and  woemen,  of  orthodove  opinions,  competent 
eftates,  knowledge,  civil!  lines  and  not  fcandalous,  may  be  admitted 
to  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's  ftipper,  and  their  children  to  baptifme 
[if  they  defire  it]  either  by  admittinge  them  into  the  congregation  al¬ 
ready  gathered,  or  permittinge  them  to  gather  themfelves  into  fuch  con¬ 
gregations,  where  they  may  enjoy  the  benefit  of  the  facrament,  and  that 
difference  in  opinion  may  not  breake  the  bonds  of  peace  and  charity. 

4.  That  all  lawes  and  expreffions  in  lawes,  derogatory  to  his  Ma» 
jefty,  if  any  fuch  haue  bcene  made  in  thefe  partes,  in  the  laite  trouble- 
fume  tymes,  may  be  repealed,  altered  and  taken  off  from  the  file. 


The  Courts  anfwer. 

1.  To  the  fir  ft  we  confent ;  it  haueing  been  the  pra&ife  of  th’s 
court,  in  the  firft  place  to  infert  in  the  oath  of  fidelity,  required  of  every 
houfeholder,  to  be  true  and  loyall  to  our  foveraigne  Lord  the  King, 
his  heires  and  fucceffors :  alfoe  to  adminifter  all  a&es  of  juftice  in  his 
Majeftyes  name. 

2.  To  the  fecond  we  alfoe  confent ;  it  haueing  beene  our  conftant 
praclife,  to  admitt  men  of  competent  eftates,  and  civill  converfation, 
though  of  different  judgments,  yet  beinge  otherwife  orihodoxe,  to  be 
freemen,  and  to  haue  imerty  to  choofe  and  to  be  choofen  officers,  both 
civill  and  military. 

4.  To  the  4th  we  confent ;  that  all  lawes  and  expreffions  of  lawes, 
derogatory  to  his  Majeftye,  [if  any  fuch  be  found  amongft  us,  which 
at  prefent  we  are  not  conlcious  of]  fball  be  repealed,  altered  and  taken 
off  the  li'e. 

3.  To  the  3d;  we  cannot  but  acknowledge  it  to  be  a  high  favour* 
from  God  and  from  our  Soveraigne,  that  we  may  enjoy  our  confciences 
in  point  of  God’s  worfhip,  the  main  end  of  tranlplanting  ourfelves 
into  thefe  remote  corners  of  the  earth  ;  and  fhould  moft  heartily  re¬ 
joice,  that  ai!  our  neighbours,  fo  qualified  as  in  that  propofition, 
would  adjoine  themfelves  to  our  focieties  according  to  the  order  of  the 
gofpel,  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  facraments  to  themfelves  and  theirs  ; 
but  if  thro’  different  perfwafions,  refpedting  church  government,  it 
cannot  be  obtained,  we  would  not  deny  a  liberty  to  any,  according 
to  the  propofition,  that  are  truly  confcientious,  altho’  differing  from 
us  (efpecially  where  his  Majeftye  commands  it)  they  maintaining  an 
able  preaching  minillry  for  carrying  on  of  publick  fabbath  worfhip, 
which,  we  doubt  not,  is  his  Majeftyes  intent,  and  withdraw  not  from 
paying  their  due  proportions  of  maintenance  to  fuch  rr.ir.ifters  as  are 
orderly  fettled  in  the  places  where  they  live,  until  they  have  one  of 
their  oyyne,  and  that  in  fuch  places,  as  are  capable  of  maintaining  the 

worfhip 
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of  April,  and  fo  prevented,  defignedly  as  was  fuppofed,  1665 
that  refpect  which  was  intended  to  have  been  fhewn  them 
at  their  arrival.  Mr.  Endicot,  the  governor,  died  the 
1 5th  of  March  1665.  Mr.  Bellingham,  the  deputy  go¬ 
vernor,  with  fome  of  the  magiftrates  aflTembled,  as  ufual, 
the  2d  of  May,  the  day  before  the  election,  to  prepare 
for  the  bufinefs  of  the  next  day.  The  commiffioners  de- 
fired  to  fpeak  with  them,  which  though  at  firft  they  re- 
fufed,  being  no  court,  yet  when  it  was  urged  by  the 
commiffioners,  it  was  fubmitted  to.  Five  writings  were 
delivered,  as  part  of  their  inftru&ions.  The  firft,  ex- 
preffing  “  the  great  kindnefs  of  the  King  for  the  colony, 
and  his  defire  to  advance  a  plantation,  which  had  given 
fo  good  an  example  of  fobriety  and  induftry  to  all  others.” 

The  fecond,  declaring,  that  the  King  was  fo  far 
from  any  thought  of  abridging,  that  he  was  very  ready 
to  enlarge  all  the  conceffions  made  by  his  royal  father  in 
the  charter,  or  to  make  any  alterations  for  the  profperity 
of  the  colony.” 

The  third,  cc  that  the  principal  end  of  their  journey, 
was,  to  remove  all  jealoufies  the  King  might  have  of  the 
loyalty  and  affeftions  of  his  good  fiibjedts  towards  him, 
or  which  they  might  have  of  his  good  opinion  and  con¬ 
fidence  in  them,  and  his  prote&ion  over  them.” 

worfhip  of  God  in  two  diffinft  congregations.  We  being  greatly  in- 
couraged  by  his  Majeffyes  gracious  expreihons,  in  his  letter  to  us,  and 
your  honours  further  a  flu  ranee  of  iiis  royal  purpofe  to  continue  our  li¬ 
berties  that  where  places,  by  reafon  of  our  paucity  and  poverty  are 
un capable  of  two,  it  is  not  intended,  that  fuch  congregations  as  are 
already  in  being  fhoukl  be  rooted  out,  but  their  liberties  preferred, 
there  being  other  places  to  accommodate  men  of  different  perfwafionc, 
in  fociedes  by  themfelves,  which,  by  our  knowne  experience,  tends 
molt  to  the  prefervation  of  peace  and  charity. 

The  league,  between  the  4  colonies,  was  not  with  any  intent  (that 
ever  we  heard  of)  to  caff  off  our  dependance  upon  England,  a  thing 
which  we  utterly  abhorre  ;  intreating  your  honours  to  believe  us,  for 
we  fpeak  as  in  the  prefence  of  God. 

By  order  of  the  general  court  for 
New-Plimouth,  the  jurifdiaion  of  New-Plimouth, 

May  4,  1665.  per  me  Nathanael  Morton,  fecr. 

The, 
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665  The  fourth,  c‘ that,  by  this  means,  the  defigns  of 
wicked  and  feditious  perfons  would  be  difappointed,  and 
a  foundation  laid  for  mutual  confidence  and  fadsfadtion ; 
the  King  would  look  upon  his  colony  of  the  Maffachu- 
fets  within  the  fame  limits  of  affection,  duty  and  obedience 
to  his  perfon  and  government  as  Kent  or  Yoikfhire, 
and  they  again  would  have  the  fame  confidence  of  his 
care  and  protection  as  the  others  had,  and  all  have  great 
reafon  to  acknowledge  the  good  effects,  which  by  God’s 
bleffing  would  proceed  from  this  commiflion.”  Thefe 
were ‘given  as  from  his  Majefty. 

The  fifth,  was  a  meffage  of  their  own,  <c  affuring  the 
council,  in  his  Majefty ’s  name,  that  whatever  had  been 
granted  by  his  royal  predeceffor,  or  promifed  by  himfelf, 
fhouid  to  the  utmoft  be  made  good ;  and  de firing,  they 
might  have  no  juft  cuufe  to  reprefent  to  his  Majefty  any 
thing  which  might  feem  to  come  fhort  of  that  juft  duty 
and  allegiance,  which  might  merit  his  Majefty’s  favour.” 
They  then  acquainted  the  council  with  the  favourable  re- 
prefentation  they  had  made  to  his  Majefty,  of  the  readi- 
nefs  of  the  colony  to  have  aftifted  in  the  expedition 
againft  the  Dutch,  if  it  had  been  neceffary  *. 

Before  there  was  an  opportunity  for  an  anfwer,  they 
acquainted  the  deputy  governor,  and  the  reft,  with  two 
other  inftruftions ;  one  6C  for  publishing  the  letters  which 
had  been  fent  to  the  King,  with  the  anfwers  to  them  f* 
the  other,  “  for  laying  before  the  commiffioners  a  map 
or  plan  of  the  colony,  that  they  might  hear  and  deter¬ 
mine  all  claims  made  by  fuch  as  bordered  upon  it.” 
They  alfo  complained  of  flanderous  reports  about  the 
country,  that  they  were  come  to  raife  a  revenue  of  5000 1. 
a  year  for  the  King,  to  lay  12  d.  per  acre  annual  rent  on 
all  improved  lands,  &c. 

*  Mr.  Smith,  in  his  hiflory  of  Nevv-York,  fays,  that  Col.  Nicolls 
and  Sir  George  Carterett,  in  their  letter  to  the  fecretary  of  Hate,  com¬ 
plain  much  of  the  backwardnefs  of  the  Maflachufets.  Two  hun¬ 
dred  men,  its  certain,  were  raifed  and  ready  to  march  with  great  ex¬ 
pedition. 
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As  foon  as  the  eleftion  was  over,  viz.  on  the  4th  of  1665 
May,  thefe  matters  were  laid,  by  the  governor,  before 
the  general  court.  The  commiffioners  were  imme¬ 
diately  defired  to  communicate,  to  the  court,  the  whole 
which  his  Majeity  had  given  in  command  to  declare  to 
them,  that  fo  they  might  have  their  whole  work  before 
them  ;  but  they  replied,  that  they  would  not  obferve 
that  method,  but  when  they  had  an  anfwer  to  what 
they  had  given  in,  they  would  then  prefent  them  with 
more  work.'-  The  refufal  kfelf  was  not  fo  difpleafing  as 
the  terms  and  manner  in  which  it  was  exprciied  and  de¬ 
livered. 

The  5th,  the  court  gave  their  anfwer  in  fubftance  as 
follows;  rel'erving  liberty  to  enlarge  afterwards  if  there 
fhould  be  caufe,  viz. 

44  That  they  acknowledged,  with  all  humble  thanks, 
his  Majefty’s  grace  and  favour,  in  his  letters  and  mef- 
fages,  and  they  would  lay  hold  of  every  opportunity  to 
fhew  their  duty  and  loyalty  to  him.” 

44  That  what  relates  to  the  Dutch  being  fully  ac- 
complifhed,  no  further  anfwer  could  be  expeded,  only 
an  acknowledgment  of  the  favourable  reprefentation 
which  the  commiffioners  had  made  of  the  condud  of  the 
court.” 

44  As  to  a  map  of  the  colony,  it  was  preparing,  and 
they  fhould  foon  have  fatisfadion  therein.” 

44  That  his  Majefty’s  letters  had  been  laid  before  the 
court,  and  fo  had  the  papers  received  from  the  commif¬ 
fioners,  and  copies  were  fpread  about  the  country,  and 
if  the  commiftioners  defired  any  further  publication,  they 
would  endeavour  their  fatisfadion.” 

44  That  they  were  willing  to  advife  with  the  commif¬ 
fioners  upon  the  beft  way  of  putting  a  flop  to  all  falle  ru¬ 
mours,  and  finally,  that  their  confidence  of  his  Majefty’s 
grace  and  favour  and  royal  intentions  to  them,  being  fur¬ 
ther  cherifhed  by  the  commiffioners,  would  undoubtedly 
draw  from  them  more  ample  exprefiions  and  demon!! ra¬ 
tions  of  duty,  loyalty  and  good  affedion  to  his  Majefty* 
according  as  by  their  patent  they  were  bound/’ 

Q_  .  T° 
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l66$  To  this  anfwer,  the  commiffioners  replied. 

That  to  the  preface,  “  they  defired  the  court  to  im¬ 
prove  the  liberty  referved  of  enlarging,  &c.” 

To  the  firft.  head,  That  the  opportunity,  they  feemed 
fo  willing  to  lay  hold  of,  was  now  brought  to  their  hands.5’ 

To  the  fecond,  cc  That  nothing  further  was  neceffary.” 

To  the  third,  u  That  many  things  of  great  moment 
could  not  be  iffued,  until  a  perfect  map  was  had.5’ 

To  the  fourth,  “  That  they  would  not  aggravate  any 
neglect,  but  they  hoped,  the  general  court,  by  practical 
affertions  of  duty,  would  give  his  Majefty  fatisfadtion 
upon  the  points  contained  in  the  letter  of  1662,  which 
had  lb  long  dept  in  fome  hands.” 

To  the  fifth,  “  They  were  fully  perfuaded,  the  printing 
the  refults  and  conditions  which  fhould  be  made  on  his 
Majefty’s  part,  and  the  part  of  the  colony,  would  filence 
all  thofe  falfe  and  malicious  reports  wljich  they  expeefted 
fhould  be  enquired  into.” 

To  the  conclufion,  46  That  although  their  patent  laid 
them  under  peculiar  obligation,  yet  it  did  not  circum- 
fcribe  all  that  duty  and  allegiance  which  was  due  to  his 
Majefty  from  natural  born  fubjedls,  and  which  they  them- 
felves,  in  former  papers,  had  more  fully  expreffed.5’ 

The  fame  day,  the  commiffioners  communicated  other 
parts  of  their  inftructions,  viz. 

That  they  fhould  inform  themfelves  of  the  date  of 
the  neighbouring  Indian  Princes,  and  enquire  what  treaties 
had  been  made  between  them  and  any  of  the  King’s  fub- 
jefts,  and  if  there  had  been  any  failure,  on  the  part  of 
any  of  his  Majefty’s  fubjedb,  the  commiffioners  ffiould 
take  effe&ual  courfe,  that  reparation  and  fatisfadlion  be 
made  for  any  injury  fuftained  thereby,  and  ufe  all  ways 
and  means  to  let  thofe  Princes,  and  other  Indians,  know 
of  his  Majefty’s  charge,  &c.” 

The  commiffioners  informed  the  court  of  great  com¬ 
plaints  received  from  the  Naraganfet  Indians,  and  defired 
to  be  advifed  how  they  fhould  attain  a  true  information, 
that  they  might  do  juftice,  and  give  the  King  a  juft  ac¬ 
count, 

“  That 
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44  That  they  fhould  make  due  inquiry,  whatprogrefs  1665 
had  been  towards  the  foundation  and  maintenance  of  any 
college  or  fchools,  for  the  education  of  youth  and  con- 
verfion  of  infidels,  the  King  having  taken  abundant  la- 
tisfadlion  in  the  accounts  he  had  received,  of  the  defigns 
of  the  colony  herein,  which  he  hoped  would  draw  a  blef- 
jfing  upon  all  their  other  undertakings.33 

“  That  they  fhould  not  give  too  eafy  an  ear  to  cla¬ 
mours  or  accufations  againft  fuch  as  then  were,  or  had 
been,  in  places  of  government,  except  from  men  of  equal 
condition  ;  and  then  they  fhould  proceed  to  examine  and 
determine,  according  to  the  rules  of  juflice,  without  re- 
fpedt  of  perfons  or  opinions.33 

“  That  they  fhould  not  receive  any  complaints  againfl 
a  magiftrate,  except  for  fomething  done  againft  equity  or 
againft  the  charter*,  nor  interrupt  the  courfe  of  juflice 
between  party  and  party,  except  the  proceedings  fhould 
be  exprefly  contrary  to  the  rules  prefcribed  by  the  charter; 
or  the  matter,  in  difference,  arofe  from  feme  exprefiion 
or  claufe  in  fome  grant  under  the  great  feal.  In  thole 
cafes,  to  examine  and  proceed  according  to  juftice.33 

Upon  the  fubject  of  this  inftru&ion,  thecommiflioners 
acquainted  the  court,  44  they  had  received  many  com¬ 
plaints  from  the  Englifh  of  hard  meafure  in  feveral  kinds, 
one  more  efpecially,  which  they  offered  to  communicate, 
and  dared  not  refufe  to  examine  it,  but  had  fo  much 
refpe£l  to  the  authority  in  the  feveral  colonies,  that  they 
would  leave  it  to  the  choice  of  the  court,  whether  it 
fhould  be  heard  at  Providence  in  Rhode  Ifland,  or  at 
Bofton,  either  at  that  time,  or  after  the  commiffioners 
return  from  the  eaftward,  where  they  were  going.3’  This 
referred  to  a  criminal  profecution  againft  one  John  Por¬ 
ter,  jun.  to  whom  they  had  granted  a  warrant  of  protec¬ 
tion  as  it  was  termed. 

That,  in  due  feafon,  they  fhould  inquire  how  far 
the  particulars,  required  by  the  King’s  letter  of  1662, 
had  been  complied  with,33  as  firft,  7 

44  That  all  perfons  take  the  oath  of  allegiance.53 

2  2d,  44  That 
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1665  2d,  u  That  all  procefs,  and  adminiftration  of  juftice, 

be  performed  in  our  name/’ 

3  d,  “  That  fuch  as  defire  to  ufe  the  book  of  Common 
prayer,  be  permitted  fo  to  do,  without  incurring  any  pe¬ 
nalty,  reproach,  or  difad  vantage,  it  being  very  fcandalous, 
that  any  perfons  fhould  be  debarred  the  exercife  of  their 
religion  according  to  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  England, 
by  thofe  who  were  indulged  with  the  liberty  of  being  of 
what  profeflion  or  religion  they  pleafed.5> 

4th,  tc  That  perfons  of  good  and  honcft  converfation 
might  enjoy  the  privilege,  of  chufing  and  being  chofe 
into  places  of  government  and  the  like.” 

The  commiffioners  defired  they  might  be  enabled  to  give 
the  King  fuch  information,  as  fhould  be  fully  fatisfaftory. 

The  8th  of  May  they  delivered  three  other  writings, 
as  parts  of  their  inftrudions,  viz. 

That  they  fhould  duly  inquire,  whether  any  per¬ 
fons  attainted  of  high  treafon,  now  refide  there,  or  have 
been  entertained  there,  and  by  whom,  and  what  is  be¬ 
come  of  them,  and  endeavour  to  caufe  them  to  be  appre¬ 
hended  and  fent  to  England.” 

“  That  they  fhould  take  care  that  fuch  orders  be 
eftabliflied,  as  that  the  aft  of  navigation  be  punftually 
obferved,  it  being  of  infinite  concernment,  and  what  the 
hearts  of  the  whole  nation  were  fet  upon,  but  had  been 
evaded,  under  pretence  that  afts  made  in  the  afiembly 
there,  during  the  late  rebellion,  were  in  force,  notwith- 
flanding  the  aft  of  parliament;  an  affertion  the  King 
would  not  fuffcr  to  be  made,  but  that  al  1  fuch  ads  of  af- 
fembly  fliould  be  repealed,  taken  off  the  files,  and  no 
more  remain  upon  record ;  and  that  they  fliould  caufe 
juflice  to  be  done  to  Thomas  Dean,  who  had  been  denied 
it,  in  a  profecution  upon  the  aft  of  parliament.” 

The  commiffioners  defired  a  book  of  the  colony  laws, 
that  they  might  examine,  &c.‘arid  that  any  laws,  con¬ 
trary  to  this  aft,  might  be  declaied  null. 

“  That  they  fliould  inform  themfelves  of  the  whole 
frame  and  conftitution  of  government,  civij  and  ecclefiafti- 

cal. 
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cal,  the  yearly  taxes  and  impofitions,  the  fhipping,  the  i 66 n 
militia,  horfe  and  foor,  fortified  towns  and  forts,  &c.” 

They  defired  fome  perfons  might  be  appointed  to  draw 
up  an  information  of  all  thofe  particulars,  to  fatisfy  his 
Majefty’s  defires. 

Before  the  court  gave  anfwer  to  thefe  papers,  they 
fent  a  rneflage,  May  9th,  to  the  commiffioners,  to  ac¬ 
quaint  them,  that  the  court  apprehended  their  patent  to 
be  greatly  infringed  by  the  warrant  granted  to  John  Por¬ 
ter  upon  which,  the  commiffioners  defired  a  conference 
with  a  committee,  that  the  court  might  have  better  in¬ 
formation,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  held  the  nth. 

The  commiffioners  afferted,  that  they  were  to  be  jufti- 
fied  by  their  commiffion  in  what  they  did,  and  that  the 
charter  was  not  infringed.  The  committee  urged,  “that 
the  general  court  had  full  power  and  authority  to  make 
laws,  and  provide  for  the  execution  of  them ;  they  were 
very  ready  to  give  an  account,  to  his  Majefty,  of  all 
their  proceedings,  whenfoever  he  required  it  j  but  it 
would  be  an  infuperable  burden,  if  the  colony  muft  be 
brought  upon  a  level,  and  ftand  with  every  criminal  upon 
whom  fentence  had  been  palled,  at  the  bar  of  another 
tribunal,  which  their  charter  knew  nothing  of.”  The 
commiffioners  being  afked,  “  whetherthey  propofed  a  jury 
fliould  pals  upon  thefe  and  the  like  cafes  ?”  they  replied 
No,  theirs  was  a  commiffion  of  oyer  and  terminer.  “  Whe¬ 
ther  they  would  admit  of  new  evidence  ?”  Yea.  The 
committee  then  further  urged,  “  That  they  efteemed  it 
their  greateft  unhappinefs,  to  be  held  to  give  up  their 
privileges  by  charter,  and  the  rights  of  Engliffimen,  or 
elle  be  accounted  among  fuch  as  denied  his  Majefty’s  au¬ 
thority.”  I  he  commiffioners  neverthelefs  infilled  upon 
their  own  authority,  and  required  a  fubmiffion  to  it.  The 
court  then  proceeded  to  give  anfwer  to  the  other  inftruc- 
tions,  which  had  been  communicated. 

To  that  which  relates  to  the  Indians,  callul  the  5th 
inftruftion,  they  fay,  “  that  they  have  been  too  long  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  falfehood  of  the  Naraganfet  and  other 
Indians,  to  wonder  that  they  ffiould  complain  of  injuries, 

Q»  3  whcn 
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1 665  wlien  they  themlelves  were  the  aggreffors  *  that  all  mat¬ 
ters,  relating  to  the  Indians,  had  been  managed  by  the 
commiffioners  of  the  united  colonies,  and  their  records 
might  be  examined.” 

To  the  next  or  fixth  inftruftion,  7  hat  there  is  afmall 
college  at  Cambridge,  from  which,  they  might  fay  with¬ 
out  boafting,  more  than  an  hundred  able  preachers,  phy- 
ficians,  and  other  ufeful  perions  had  iffued  *,  for  the  par¬ 
ticulars  of  the  foundation  and  benefaftions,  they  referred 
to  the  prefident  and  fellows ;  that  the  country  was  well 
provided  with  fchools,  that  there  was  alfo  at  Cambridge 
a  fmall  fabrick  of  brick  for  the  ufe  of  the  Indians,  built 
by  the  corporation  in  England,  in  which  there  were  then 
eight  Indian  fcholars,  one  of  which  had  been  admitted 
into  college,  that  there  we?e  fix  towns  of  Indians  in  the 
jurifdidlion  profefllng  the  chriftian  religion,  that  they  had 
fchools  to  teach  the  youth  to  read  and  write,  and  perfons 
appointed  to  inftrudt  them  in  civility  and  religion,  who 
hfcl  orders  to  wait  upon  the  commiffioners  and  lhevv  them 
the  towns  and  manner  of  life  of  the  Indians,  if  it  fhould 
be  defired.” 

To  the  propofition  upon  the  7th  and  8th  inftrudftions, 
by  which  an  offer  is  made  of  the  choice  of  a  place  for 
hearing  and  determining  complaints,  they  fay,  That 
hearing  and  determining  appeals  from  their  judgments  is 
inconfiftent  with  their  charter  •,  neverthelefs  as  they  de¬ 
fined  10  be  doers  of  truth  and  righteoufnefs,  and  not  to 
fhun  the  light,  if  the  commiffioners  would  be  plealed  to 
impart  the  complaints  that  had  been  brought  againft  the 
government,  they  hoped  to  be  able  to  give  fuch  anfwer 
as  fhould  fatisfy  his  Majefty  that  their  ahfions  had  been 
confonant  to  reafon  and  equity,  and  not  fuch  as  evil 
minded  men  had  reprefented  them.” 

To  the  ninth,  touching  his  Majefty’s  letter  of  June 
1662,  they  fay,  “  That  they  had  endeavoured  formerly 
to  fatisfy  his  Majefty’s  expectations,  &c.  and  now  fur¬ 
ther  fay,  touching  the  oath  of  allegiance,  that,  in  Au- 
guft  laft,  the  court  by  a  publick  declaration  expreffed 
their  refolution,  God  affifting,  to  bear  faith  and  true  al¬ 
legiance 
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iegiance  to  his  Majefly,  and  to  adhere  to  their  patent  the  1665 
duties  and  privileges  thereof;  that  many  now  in  autho¬ 
rity  and  alfo  many  of  the  common  people  had  taken  the 
oath  of  allegiance  before  they  left  their  native  country, 
and  they  had  ordered  that  the  oath  in  the  form  prefcribed 
by  the  colony  law  fhould  be  taken  by  all  freemen  and  al> 
other  householders 

“  And  touching  civil  liberties,  they  obferved  the  qua- 
lifications  mentioned  in  his  Majefty’s  letter  f,  orderly 
evidenced  to  them  as  appeared  by  their  late  law  and 
practice  thereupon.5’ 

4  cc  And  as  to  ecciefiaftical  privileges,  they  had  com¬ 
mended  to  the  miniftry  and  people  here  the  word  of  the 
Lord  for  their  rule.” 

To  the  next  or  tenth  inftruction,  “  That  they  knew 
of  no  perfons  attainted  of  high  treafon,  who  had  arrived 
here,  except  Mr.  Whaley  and  Mr.  GofFe,  and  they  before 
the  a£i  of  parliament,  and  they  departed  this  jurifdidtion 
the  February  following,  and  a  proclamation  againft  them 
coming  foon  after  by  way  of  Barbados,  the  court  fent  two 
gentlemen,  Mr.  Kellond  and  Mr.  Kirke,  after  them  to 
Connefticut  and  New-Haven  to  apprehend  them.” 

To  the  eleventh  inftru&ion  they  fay,  “  The  adt  for 
trade  had  been  for  fome  years  obferved  here,  that  they 
had  been  mifreprefented  to  his  Majefty,  the  a £t  not  having 
in  any  inftances  that  they  knew  of  been  greatly  violated, 
and  fuch  laws  as  appeared  to  be  againft  it  were  repealed, 
and  that  juftice  had  been  done  in  the  cafe  of  Thomas 
Dean,  as  they  would  find  upon  enquiry.” 

To  the  twelfth,  For  the  form  of  their  conflitution 
they  refer  to  their  patent,  the  annual  ordinary  charges  of 

*  The  oath  was  in  this  form.  “  Whereas  I  A.  B.  am  3n  inhabi¬ 
tant  within  this  jurifdi&ion,  confidering  how  I  Hand  obliged  to  the 
King’s  Majefly,  his  heirs  and  fucceffors,  by  our  charter  and  the  go¬ 
vernment  eftablifhed  thereby,  do  fwear  accordingly,  by  the  great  and 
dreadful  name  of  the  ever-living  God,  that  l  will  bear  faith  and  true 
allegiance  to  our  fovereign  Lord  the  King,  his  heirs  and  fucceffors. 

So  help  me  God.5i 

■f  Orthodox  in  religion  and  not  vicious  in  their  lives. 

j  By  certificate  from  the  jninifler. 

0.4 
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2665  government  were  about  1200  /.  for  their  ecclefiaftical 
conftitution,  they  had  none  impofed  by  civil  authority  ; 
ail  rhat  was  enjoined  by  that,  was  attendance  on  publick 
worfhip  on  Lord’s  days  and  other  occafional  days.  The 
people  who  maintained,  aifo  chofe  their  minifters,  whole 
admindtrations  were  known,  and  they  hoped  confonant 
to  the  word  of  God,  and  if  any  deviated,  in  fuch  cafe, 
they  made  ufe  of  a  fynod  and  the  civil  authority.  The 
militia  confuted  of  about  four  thoufand  foot  and  four  hun¬ 
dred  horfe,  more  might  be  in  the  lids,  but  aged  and  un¬ 
firm  were  exculed.  They  had  a  fort  or  keep,  at  the 
entrance  of  Bolton  harbour,  with  five  or  fix  guns  ;  two 
batteries  in  the  harbour,  and  one  at  Charleftown.  The 
number  of  their  fhips  and  vefiels  as  follows  ;  about  eighty 
from  20  to  40  tons,  about  forty  from  40  to  100  tons, 
and  about  a  dozen  fhips  above  loo  tons,5’ 

These  papers  were  delivered  to  the  commifiioners  on 
the  1 6th  ol  May,  and  on  the  18th  they  made  their  reply. 

“  They  were  forry  to  find,  by  the  court’s  anfwer  to 
the  7th  and  8th  inftruction,  that  they  put  more  value 
upon  their  own  conceptions,  than  the  wifdom  of  the 
King  in  interpreting  the  charter.  The  commifiioners 
would  reduce  all  the  difcourfes  upon  this  head  to  one 
queflion.  Do  you  acknowledge  his  Majefty’s  comm  if- 
fion  wherein  we  are  nominated  commifiioners,  to  be  of 
full  force  to  all  the  purpofes  therein  contained  ?” 

To  their  anfwer  to  the  9th  inftruftion  the  commif- 
fiorters  reply,  cc  That  the  court  had  been  fo  far  from  en¬ 
deavouring  to  give  his  Majefty  fatisfadiion,  by  obferving 
what  he  required,  that  they  had  even  complained  of  his 
Majefty  for  enjoining  them,  and  for  the  commifiion  given 
to  enquire  whether  they  had  obferved  them  or  not;  that 
they  profefied  highly  ro  prize  the  King’s  favour,  and  yet 
in  the  fame  paper  refufe  to  do  what  the  King  required, 
viz.  that  all  who  came  into  the  colony  fhould  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance,  making  provifoes  not  exprefied  in 
their  charter,  and  fo  curtailing  the  oath.  That  the  end 
of  the  firft  planters  coming  over,  as  the  court  exprefied 
in  their  addrefs  1660,  was  liberty  of  confcicncc,  and  yet 


/ 


M  ASS  AC  HU  SET  S-B  AY. 


245 


it  was  denied  to  thofe  for  whom  the  King  required  it.  That  1 665 
they  had  tentered  the  King’s  qualifications  for  freemen, 
by  fuffering  none  to  be  made  fuch  who  were  not  church 
members,  unlefs  they  paid  ten  fhillings  to  a  fingle  rate, 
which  not  one  church  member  in  a  hundred  did  pay,  and, 
although  they  commend  the  word  of  the  Lord  to  the 
miniftry  and  people  for  their  rule,  yet  it  was  with  a  pro- 
vifo  that  they  have  the  approbation  of  the  court.  The 
commiffioners  fuppofed,  the  King  and  his  council  and 
the  church  of  England  underftood  the  word  of  God  as 
well  as  the  Maffachufets  corporation.  They  feared  thefe 
anfwers  would  highly  ofrend  the  King,  and  advifed  to  an 
ingenuous  and  free  confent  to  what  he  defired.” 

On  the  19th  of  May,  the  court,  by  a  mefiage  to  the 
commiffioners,  defired  to  be  excufed  from  a  direCt  an- 
fwer  to  the  queftion,  “  whether  they  acknowledged  his 
Majefty’s  commifiion,”  &c.  and  chofe  rather  to  plead 
his  Majefty’s  charter,  and  his  fpecial  charge  to  the  com¬ 
miffioners  not  to  difturb  them  in  the  enjoyment  of  it  ; 
they  were  ready  to  give  fuch  an  account  of  their  pro¬ 
ceedings,  as  that  the  commiffioners  might  be  able  to  re- 
prefent  their  perfons  and  adtions  to  his  Majefty. 

The  commiffioners,  by  a  mefiage  on  the  20th,  infilled 
on  a  diredt  anfwer  to  their  queftion,  and  on  the  2  2d,  the 
court  declared,  that  it  was  enough  for  them  to  give  their 
fenfe  of  the  powers  granted  to  them  by  charter,  and  that 
it  was  beyond  their  line  to  determine  the  power,  intent 
orpurpofe  of  his  Majefty’s  commiffion. 

On  the  23d  the  commiffioners  informed  the  court, 
that  fince  they  had  been  pleafed  to  fend  them  a  more  du¬ 
bious  anfwer  than  the  former,  that  they  might  difeharge 
their  duty  to  his  Majefty,  they  intended  to  fit  to-morrow 
morning  at  the  houfe  of  Capt.  Thomas  Breading,  as  his 
Majefty’s  commiffioners,  to  hear  and  determine  the  caufe 
of  Mr.  Thomas  Dean  and  others,  againft  the  governor 
and  company  and  Jofhua  Scottow  merchant,  defendants, 
and  that  they  thought  proper  to  give  this  notice,  and  ex¬ 
pected  that  they  would  appear,  by  their  attorney,  to  an¬ 
fwer  to  the  complaint.  They  fent  at  the  fame  time  a 
1  *  funv 
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1665  fummons  to  Jofhua  Scottow.  The  court  thereupon  drew 
up  a  declaration,  which  they  fent  to  the  commiffioners, 
but  they  not  receding  from  their  purpofe,  when  the  time 
appointed  for  their  meeting  was  come,  the  court  ordered 
ti,c  deci  mation  to  be  publiihed  by  found  of  trumpet,  in 

the  following  words : 

W  HEREAS  in  the  debate  and  conference,  had  be¬ 
tween  tnis  court  and  Co!.  Richard  Nichols,  Sir  Robert 
Carr  knight,  George  Cartwright  and  Samuel  Maverick 
enquires,  his  Majefty’s  honourable  commiffioners,  we 
have  pleaded  only  the  maintenance  of  his  Majefty ’s  au- 
thoiity,  in  trie  government  of  the  people  of  this  colony 
according  to  the  rules  and  prefcriptions  of  his  charter  un- 
ocr  the  great  feal  of  England,  the  full  and  peaceable  en- 
joyment  whereof  his  Majefty  hath  given  good  affuranceof 
to  a  his  loyal  fubjedts  of  this  place,  giving  fpecial  charge 
to  the  above-named  gentlemen  not  to  difturb  us  therein, 
yet  accounting  it  our  duty  to  God  and  his  Majefty,  by 
all  lawful  ways  and  means  to  give  full  fatisfadion  unto 
his  Majefty,  touching  all  fuch  cafes  and  complaints  againft 
us,  as  in  his  wifdom  and  prudence  he  (hall  fee  reafon  to 
take  cognizance  of;  we  have  fundry  times,  in  our  con¬ 
ferences  both  by  wwd  and  writing,  tendered  unto  the 
a  jovefajd  gentlemen  our  readinefs  to  prefent  unto  them 
a  full  and  clear  account  of  the  grounds  of  our  proceed- 
mgs  in  any  cafe,  matter,  or  complaint  that  themfelves 
,  00  nieet  to  inquire  into,  whereby  they  may  be 

enaolec]  to  reprefent  the  matter  truly  to  his  Majefty,  his 
Majefty’s  letters  to  this  colony  of  April  23d  1 664  exprefsly 
declanng  this  ro  be  his  principal  end  in  lending  hither  the 
anovaaid  gentlemen  in  fuch  a  capacity,  and  that,  for 
iuci  pious  and  good  intentions  as  is  therein  more  parti- 
culaily  declarer,  and  not  in  the  leaf!:  to  infringe  our  char¬ 
ter  or  any  t lie  privileges  thereof. 

All  this  notwithftanding,  the  abovefaid  gentlemen, 
not  refting  fatisfied  with  thefe  our  tenders  and'  propofals 
ma  le  unto  them,  (wherein  we  have  endeavoured  to  an- 
'  t  i  his  Majefty  s  juft  expectation)  contrary  to  the  ex- 
prus  charge  of  his  Majefty  unto  them;  they  have,  by 


war- 
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warrant  under  three  of  their  hands,  given  protedion  to  16 65 
*  |ohn  Porter  junior,  an  high  offender  again  ft  God,  his 
Majefty’s  authority,  laws,  and  the  peace  of  his  good  fub- 
jeds  here,  (who  breaking  prifon  made  his  cfcape  out  of 
the  hands’  of  juftice)  and  that  before  any  fignification  to  ' 
the  government  of  this  place  oi  any  compla.nt  made 
a^ainft  them,  their  fentence,  or  proceedings  againft  the 
faid  Porter,  and  requiring  all  officers,  as  well  military  as 
civil,  to  be  obfervant  to  them  therein.  And  although 
this  court  have  expreffed  their  fenfe  of  tnis  ad,  in  con* 
jundion  with  feme  other  or  their  propoials,  to  be  an  in¬ 
fringement  of  our  privileges  granted  us  by  his  Majefty  s 
royal  charter,  yet  they  have  not  withdrawn  tneu  piO- 
tedion  of  the  faid  Porter,  but  have  proceeded  to  fum- 
mon,  as  well  the  governor  and  company  of  this  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  colony,  as  alfo  particular  perlons,  to  appeal  be¬ 
fore  them  to  anfwer  to  the  complaint  or  Thomas  Dean 
and  others  for  injuftice  done  unto  them.  The  fubmiffion 
unto  which  proceedings  of  theirs  being,  as  we  apprehend, 
inconfiftent  with  the  maintenance  of  the  laws  and  autho¬ 
rity  here,  io  long  enjoyed  and  orderly  eft abd died  under 
the  warrant  of  his  Majefty’s  royal  charter,  the  uphold¬ 
ing  whereof  being  abiolutcly  neceffary  for  the  pe  .ce^  and 
well  being  of  his  Majefty’s  good  fubjeds  heie  -  I  his 
court  doth  therefore  in  his  Majefty’s  name,  and  by  his 
authority  to  us  committed  by  his  royal  charter,  declare 
to  all  the  people  of  this  colony,  that  in  obfervance  of  their 
duty  to  God  and  to  his  Majefty,  and  to  the  truft  com¬ 
mitted  unto  us  by  his  Majefty’s  good  fubjeds  in  this  co¬ 
lony,  we  cannot  coafent  unto,  or  give  our  approbation  of, 
the  proceedings  of  the  abovefaid  gentlemen,  neither  can 
it  confift  with  our  allegiance  that  we  owe  to  his  Majefty, 
to  countenance  any  who  f  In  all  in  io  high  a  mannu  go 
acrofs  to  his  Majefty’s  dired  clurge,  or  fhall  be  their 
abettors  or  confentoi  s  thereunto.  God  fave  the  King. 

By  the  court,  Edward  Rawfon,  fecr. 

After  the  publifhing  of  this  declaration,  the  commif- 

fioners  fent  the  following  writing  to  the  court. 

^  “  Gentlemen, 
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c*  Gentlemen, 

.  WE  thought,  when  we  received  our  commiffion  and 
lnftrudions,  that  the  King  and  his  council  knew  what 
was  granted  to  you  in  your  charter,  and  what  right  his 
Majefty  had  to  give  us  fuch  com  million  and  commands. 
And  we  thought  the  King,  bis  Chancellor  *,  and  his  Se¬ 
cretary,  had  fufficiently  convinced  you  that  this  com  mi f- 
fion  did  not  infringe  your  charter.  But  fince  you  will 
needs  mifconftrue  all  thefe  letters  and  endeavours,  and 
that  you  will  make  ufe  of  that  authority,  which  he  hath 
given  you,  to  oppofe  that  fovereignty,  which  he  hath 
over  you,  we  (hall  not  lofe  more  of  our  labours  upon  you, 
but  refer  it  to  his  Majcfty  s  wifdom,  who  is  of  power 
enough  to  make  himfelf  to  be  obeyed  in  all  his  domi¬ 
nions  j  and  do  affiure  you  that  we  fhall  not  reprefent  your 
denying  his  commiffion  in  any  other  words  than  yourfelves 
have  expreifed  it  in  your  feveral  papers,  under  your  fe- 
cretary  s  hand.  But  for  the  better  manifeftation  of  the 
tranfadions  between  us,  and  for  the  fatisfadion  of  all 
concerned  in  thefe  parts,  we  defire  that  you  will  caufe  his 
Majefty’s  commiffion  to  us,  his  Majefty’s  letters  of  June 
28th  1662,  o i  April  23d  1664,  of  February  25th  1664, 
by  Mi .  Secretary  Morrice,  and  all  thofe  papers  we  have 
given  into  the  court,  and  your’s  alfo,  may  be  printed 
and  publifhed. 


May  24,  1665.  ^lcna^a  ^ic.n°ls> 

Geo.  Cartwright, 

To  the  general  court  of  his  Majefty’s 

colony  of  the  Maffachufets.” 


Robert  Carr, 
Sam.  Maverick. 


The  commiffiioners,  at  the  fame  time,  laid  before  the 
court  propofals  for  amendments  or  alterations  of  the  laws, 
to  the  number  of  twenty  fix. 

1  w 

The  court,  the  fame  day,  acquainted  the  commiffioners 
that  they  fliould  be  ready,  by  writing  or  conference,  when¬ 
ever  the  commifiioners  pleaftd  to  Jay  before  them  the 
grounds  and  reafons  of  their  claim  and  exercife  of  jurif- 
diftion  in  the  eaflern  country,  that  fo  his  Majefty  might  be 
fatisfied  of  the  true  ftate  of  the  controveriy  ;  and  that  as 
f  This  refers  to  the  Chancellor’s  letter* 

h;s 


MASSAC  HU  SETS-BAY.  249 

his  Majefty  had  directed  his  commiflioners  to  examine  1665 
into  the  proceedings  in  the  cafe  of  Thomas  Dean  and 
caufe  juflice  to  be  done,  the  court  had  fummoned  the 
laid  Dean  before  them,  at  nine  of  the  clock  the  next  day, 
to  make  out  the  truth  of  his  complaint  to  his  Majefty, 
and  the  commiflioners  were  defired  to  be  prefent,  that 
they  might  underftand  the 'grounds  of  the  faid  complaint 
and  that  juftice  may  be  done.35 

The  commiflioners  replied  the  26th,  6C  that  they  could 
not  have  imagined  that  the  court,  after  interruption  of 
the  authority  committed  by  his  Majefty  to  the  commif- 
fioners,  would  have  aflumed  to  themfelves  the  hearing  of 
the  fame  cafe  wherein  the  governor  and  company  are  im¬ 
pleaded,  it  being  unheard  of  and  contrary  to  all  the  laws 
of  Chriftendom  that  the  fame  perfons  fliould  be  judges 
and  parties ;  and  declared  it  contrary  to  his  Majefty’s  will 
and  pleafure  that  the  caufe  fliould  be  examined  by  any 
other  perfons  than  themfelves.5’ 

The  commiflioners  broke  off  from  any  further  con¬ 
ference,  and  all,  except  Colonel  Nichols,  went  to  New- 
Hampfhire  and  the  province  of  Main,  where  they  ap¬ 
pointed  jufhces  of  the  peace  and  exercifed  divers  aCts  of 
government,  and  then  returned  to  Bofton.  The  court 
declared  that  their  proceedings,  at  the  eaftward,  tended 
to  the  difturbance  of  the  public  peace,  and  defired  a 
conference  with  them  concerning  their  doings  there,  but  re¬ 
ceived  fuchan  anfwerfrom  Sir  Robert  Carr,  as  determined 
them  to  put  a  flop  to  all  further  treaty.  He  told  them, 
amongft  other  things,  that  the  King’s  pardon  to  them, 
for  all  their  deeds  during  the  late  rebellion,  was  condi¬ 
tional,  and  depended  upon  their  future  good  behaviour, 
and  threatened  the  leaders  or  contrivers  of  their  meafqres 
with  the  punifhment  which  fo  many  concerned  in  the  re¬ 
bellion  had  met  with  in  England.  They  had  no  better 
fuccefs  at  Connecticut,  that  in  the  MafTachufets  colony. 

At  Plimouth  and  Rhode-Ifland,  they  met  with  Jefs  oppo¬ 
sition.  1  hey  iat  as  a  court  at  Providence  and  Warwick, 
in  the  colony  of  Rhode-Ifland,  and  fpent  divers  months  in 
the  colony,  examining  into  purchafcs  and  titles  of  lands 

6  from 


1 


THE  HISTORY  OF 


,250 

1665  from  the  Indian,**  hearing  the  complaints  of  Gorton  and 
his  company  again  ft  the  Maflachufets,  enquiring  into  the 
proceedings  or  the  executive  powers  of  that  colony,  and 
receiving  all  complaints  which  difcontented  perions  were 
ready  to  offer. 

Col.  Nichols,-  by  his  difcreet  behaviour,  gained  the 
efteem  of  the  people,  and  afterwards,  whilft  he  was  go¬ 
vernor  of  New-York,  kept  up  a  friendly  correfpondence 
with  the  governor  and  company  of  the  Maflachufets. 
Carr  and  Cartwright  were  men  very  unfit  for  fuch  a  truft, 
and  by  their  violent  proceedings  rendered  thenffelves 
odious.  Maverick  feems  to  have  been  appointed,  only 
to  increafe  the  number  and  to  be  fubfervient  to  the  others. 
He  had  lived  in  the  colony  from  its  beginning.  He 
was  always  in  oppofition  to  the  authority.  Upon  the 
federation,  he  went  home  to  complain  to  the  King, 
was  two  or  three  years  foliciting  that  commiffioners 
might  be  appointed  *,  at  length,  the  meafures  againd  the 
Dutch  at  New-York  being  agreed  upon,  the  conduit 
of  that  affair  and  this  extraordinary  powder  was  commit¬ 
ted  to  the  fame  perfons.  Pie  was  in  the  colony  again 
in  5667  with  a  mcffage  from  Coh  Nichols,  which  is 
the  laid  account  given  of  him.  Sir  Robert  Carr  went 
firft  to  Delaware  and  foon  after  home  to  England,  and 
died  at  Briftol  June  iff  1667,  the  day  after  he  landed*. 
Cartwright  in  his  paffage  was  taken  by  the  Dutch, 
dripped  and  very  ill  ufed.  He  had  taken  the  minutes 
of  ail  their  proceedings,  and  went  home  the  mod  en¬ 
raged  ;  but  the  enemy  took  all  his  papers  from  him, 
and  he  never  could  recover  them.  The  principal  per¬ 
fons  in  the  colony  were  afraid  of  further  proceedings. 
Capt.  Gookins,  one  of  the  affiffants,  writes  to  his  friend 
in  1666,  46  In  all  probability  a  new'  cloud  is  gathering 
and  a  new  dorm  preparing  for  us,  which  we  expedt 
every  day.” 

The  government  of  the  colony,  I  imagine,  will  not  be 
thought  culpable  for  refufing  entirely  to  fubmit  to  the 
abfolute  authority  of  the  commiffioners,  which  muff  have 

*  Morton’s  Memorial. 
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fuperfeded  their  charter  ;  and  if  this  authority  had  been  1665 
once  admitted,,  they  would  have  found  it  very  difficult  ever 
al  ter  to  have  ejefted  it.  Some  part  of  their  conduct  may 
appear  extraordinary  ;  particularly  their  refufing  to  make 
the  oath  of  allegiance  necefiary,  unlefs  with  reftriftions 
and  limitations ;  and  tocaufe  ail  proceedings  at  law  to  be 
more  exprefsly  in  his  Majefty’s  name  and  by  his  authority. 

From  fame  original  manufcripts,  which  difcover  the  fenti- 
ments  ol  fomeperfons  of  influence  amongft  them  upon  the 
nature  ol  civil  fubjedtion,  their  conduct  in  this  and  fome 
former  infiances  may  be  pretty  well  accounted  for. 

They  diftingui fhed  civil  fubjetfiion,  into  necefiary  and 
voluntary.  From  adtual  refidence  within  any  government, 
necefiarily  arole  fubje£tion,  or  an  obligation  to  fubmit  to 
the  laws  and  authority  thereof.  But  birth,  was  no  necefiary 
cauie  of  fubjection.  l  he  fubjedts  of  any  prince  or  ftate 
haa  a  natural  right  to  remove  to  any  other  itate,  or  to  an¬ 
other  quarter  of  tne  world,  unlefs  the  date  was  weakned 
and  expofed  by  fuch  remove,  and  even  in  that  cafe,  if  they 
were  deprived  of  the  right  of  all  mankind,  liberty  of  con- 
fcience,  it  would juftify  a  reparation,  and  upon  their  re¬ 
moval,  their  fubjedtion  determined  and  ceafed.  The  coun¬ 
try  to  which  they  themfelves  had  removed,  was  claimed 
and  poflefled  by  independent  princes,  whole  right  to  the 
lotdfliip  and  fovereignty  thereof  had  been  acknowledged 
by  the  Kings  of  England  1  hey  therelore  looked  upon 
themfelves  obliged,  and  accordingly,  as  appeared  by  their 
records,  adtually  had  purchafedf,  for  valuable  confide- 
rations,  not  only  the  foil,  but  the  dominion,  the  lordfhip,  . 
and  fovereignty  of  thofe  princes,  and  without  fuch  pur- 

*  Bartholomew  Sharp  the  buccaneer  was  tried  in  England  for  rob- 

e<>  an  piracy  upon  the  Spaniards  in  South-America,  and  acquitted 

bccaide  he  had  a  commiffion  from  the  Indian  Princes  of  Darien.  Da. 
of  scots  settlement. 

Tv-d  Mr-  J°f‘as  Window  the  governor  of  Plimouth  in  a  letter  dated 

aX  *  1  ^  think  I  can  truly  fay  that  before  thefe  prcfent 

trou  es  broke  out,  the  Rnglifh  did  not  poflefs  one  foot  of  land  in  this 

co  ony  ut  what  was  fairly  obtained  by  honed  purchafe  of  the  Indian 
proprietors.1’  £  ( 

chafe 
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1665  chafe  in  the  fight  of  God  and  men,  they  had  no  right  or 
title  to  what  they  poffeffed.  The  King,  indeed,  in  imi¬ 
tation  of  other  Princes  of  Europe  who  laid  claim  to  coun¬ 
tries  meerly  from  thedifcovery  of  them,  had  granted  this 
country  to  certain  of  his  lubjeds,  and  the  firft  planters 
thought  it  proper  to  purchafe  the  title  of  fuch  grantees,  k 
to  prevent  moleftation  from  them  or  from  other  ftates, 
and  they  had  alfo  received  a  charter  of  incorporation  from 
the  King,  containing  a  mutual  compad,  from  whence 
arofe  a  new  kind  of  fubjedion,  to  which  they  were  held, 
and  from  which  they  would  never  depart. 

This  was  what  they  called  voluntary  civil  fubjedion, 
arifmg  meerly  from  compad,  and  from  thence  it  followed, 
that  whatfoever  could  be  brought  into  queftion  relative  to 
their  fubjedion  muff  be  determined  by  their  charter. 
The  compad  between  the  King  and  the  city  of  London, 
as  contained  in  it’s  charter,  was  not  the  conflituting 
caufe  of  fubjedion  in  the  inhabitants  there,  becaufe 
they  were  refident,  and  from  thence  neceffary  fub¬ 
jedion  remained,  but  when  refidence,  the  foie  grounds 
of  this  neceffary  fubjedion,  ceafes,  then  it  becomes  vo¬ 
luntary  and  depends  upon  compad  alone.  By  this  com¬ 
pad  they  acknowledged  they  were  fo  bound,  that  they 
were  not  at  liberty  to  fubjtd  themfelves  to,  or  to  ieek 
protedion  from,  any  other  prince,  they  were  to  pay  a 
fifth  part  of  all  filver  and  gold  mines,  they  were  to  make 
no  laws  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  England  *,  &c.  but  on 
the  other  hand,  they  were  to  be  governed  by  laws  made 
by  themfelves,  and  by  officers  eleded  by  themfelves,  &c. 
But  however  pleafing  thefe  principles  were  in  fpecula- 
tion,  or  whatever  foundation  they  may  have  in  nature, 
yet  they  could  not  continue  to  pradife  upon  them,  nor 
would  they  bear  the  teft  when  adopted  by  Englifli  fub- 
jeds.  In  a  fhort  time,  as  we  fhail  fee  hereafter,  they 
were  content  fully  to  comply  with  the  oath  of  allegiance 
without  qualifying  it,  and  to  give  up  other  points,  which 
they  had  before  infilled  upon  ;  and  their  pcfterity,  who 
claim  by  birthright  as  well  as  charter,  the  peculiar  pri¬ 
vileges  of  Englishmen,  and  who  enjoy  the  protedion,  are 

very 
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Very  fenfible  that  they  likewife  owe  the 'allegiance  of 
Englifh  fubjects,  which  by  a  general  rule  of  law  is  not 
confidered  as  local,  but  perpetual  and  unalienable*. 

The  King’s  letter  to  New-Plimouth  dated  April  io,  1666 
1666,  highly  approving  their  behaviour,  may  be  feen  in 
the  appendix.  Mr.  Maverick,  who  had  been  one  of  the 
commiffioners,  delivered  to  the  governor  a  writing  of  the 
fame  date,  faid  to  be  copy  of  a  letter  to  the  Maflachulets 
from  the  Kingf,  wherein  he  requires  five  perfons  to  be 
lent  to  England  to  anfwer  for  the  conduce  of  the  colony, 
and  that  Mr,  Bellingham  and  Mr.  Hawthorne  be  two  of 
the  number.  A  fpecial  court  was  called  by  the  governor, 
September  i  ith,  to  confider  of  this  letter,  and  thole  of  the 
elders  who  were  in  town  were  defned  to  be  prefent  to 
give  their  advice.  A  letter  was  agreed  upon  to  Mr,  Se¬ 
cretary  Morice,  wherein  the  court  feem  willing  to  doubt 
of  the  genuinenefs  of  the  King’s  letter,  and  excufethem.- 
felves  from  fending  any  perfons  over,  fuppoGng  the  ableft 
among  them  could  not  declare  their  caufe  more  fully 
than  it  had  been  already  done 

I  will  finifii  what  relates  to  thefe  commiffioners,  with 
a  fhort  account  of  a  profecution  commenced  by  one  of 
them  again!!  Arthur  Mafon  aconfiable. 


*  July  15,  1665,  Capt.  Richard  Davenport  commander  of  the 
caftle,  being  fatigued  with  labour,  laid  down  upon  his  bed  to  reft, 
and  was  ftruck  dead  with  lightning.  Three  or  four  of  the  people 
were  hurt,  a  dog  was  killed  at  the  ga'e.  There  was  only  a  wainfeot 
partition,  between  the  room  where  the  captain  was  killed  and  the 
magazine  of  powder.  Hubbard. 

£  Maverick  delivered  it  to  the  governor,  when  he  was  fitting  in  a 
court  of  afliftants  for  the  trial  of  caufes,  affirming  it  came  under  cover 
with  a  letter  from  the  Kin?  to  Sir  Robert  Carr  and  the  reft  of  the 
coin miffi oners.  Sup.  Court  Records. 

J  Several  perfons  of  Bolton,  with  John  Appleton  of  Ipfwich,  pe¬ 
titioned  the  general  court,  praying  them  to  comply  with  the  King’s 
order,  but  they  were  cenfured  lor  intermeddling  :  and  feme  of  the 
elders  inclined  that  the  two  irlagiftrates  Ihould  be  font,  and  thought 
they  ought  to  obey  for  confcie.ice  fake,  but  Mr,  Mitchel  oppofed  it, 
urging  that  if  two^night  be  fent  for  ten  might,  that  the  civil  magi- 
ftrate  was  the  rninifter.of  God  for  the  good  of  the  people,  and  (o  far 
as  his  commands  terffied  to  their  good  they  ought  to  obey,  but  none 
would  fay  it  was  for  the  good  of  the  colony  to  fend  away  their  rulers. 
Mr.  Cob  be  Ci  letter  &  MS,  papers, 

R  The 
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1666  The  commiffioners,  with  other  gentlemen,  meeting 
fometimes  at  a  public  houfe  called  the  Ship  §  tavern,  the 
conftable  expected  to  find  them  there  upon  a  Saturday 
evening,  which  would  have  been  a  breach  of  Jaw,  but  be¬ 
fore  he  came,  they  had  adjourned  to  Mr.  Kellond’s  a 
merchant,  who  lived  oppofite  to  the  tavern.  Another 
conftable,  who  had  been  at  the  tavern  before,  had  been 
beaten  by  them.  Mafon,  who  had  more  courage  and  zeal, 
went  into  the  company  with  his  ftaff,  and  told  them  he 
was  glad  to  fee  them  there,  for  if  he  had  found  them  on 
the  other  fide  the  ftreet  he  would  have  carried  them  all 
away,  and  added,  that  he  wondered  they  fhould  be  fo  un¬ 
civil  -as  to  beat  a  conftable  and  abufe  authority.  Sir  Ro¬ 
bert  Carr  faid,  it  was  he  that  beat  him,  and  that  he  would 
do  it  again.  Mafon  replied,  that  he  thought  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  commiffioners  would  not  have  beaten  his  Majefty’s 
officers,  and  that  it  was  well  for  them  that  he  was  not  the 
conftable  who  found  them  there,  for  he  would  have  car¬ 
ried  them  before  authority.  Sir  Robert  afked,  if  he  dare 
meddle  with  the  King’s  commiffioners?  Yes,  fays  Ma¬ 
fon,  and  if  the  King  himfelf  had  been  there  I  would  have 
carried  him  away ;  upon  which  Maverick  cried  our, 
treafon !  Mafon,  thou  fhalt  be  hanged  within  a  twelve- 
month.  Sir  Robert  Carr  fpake  to  Sir  Thomas  Temple 
and  fome  others  of  the  company,  to  take  notice  of  what 
paffed,  and  the  next  day  Maverick  fent  a  note  to  Mr. 
Bellingham  the  governor,  charging  Mafon  with  high 
treafon  for  the  words  fpoken,  and  requiring  the  gover¬ 
nor  to  fecure  him.  The  governor  appointed  a  time  for 
Maverick  to  come  to  his  houfe  and  to  oblige  himfelf  to 
profecute  the  conftable,  at  the  next  court  of  affiftants,  but 
Maverick,  inftead  of  appearing,  thought  proper  only  to 
fend  another  note,  promifing  to  appear  againft  the  con¬ 
ftable  and  charge  him  home,  and  therefore  required  his 
perfon  fhould  be  fecured.  The  governor  thought  it  ad- 
vifeable  to  caufe  Ma'onto  recognize,  as  principal,  in  five 
hundred  pounds,  with  two  fufficient  fureties  in  two  hun- 

§  The  oppofite  corner  to  what  is  called  Clark’s  fhip-yard  at  the 
north  part  of  the  town. 
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dred  and  fifty  each,  for  his  appearance  ;  but  the  day  be-  1666 
fore  the  court,  Maverick  fent  another  note  to  the  gover¬ 
nor,  defiring  to  withdraw  his  charge,  being  fatisfied 
that  although  the  words  were  rafli  and  inconfiderace,  yet 
there  was  no  premeditated  defign  in  Mafon  to  offer  any 
injury  to  the  King  or  his  government.”  The  governor  re¬ 
turned  for  anfwer,  that  the  affair  was  of  too  high  a  na¬ 
ture  for  him  to  interpofe  in,  Mafon  being  bound  over  to 
anfwer.”  Upon  his  appearance,  a  bill  was  laid  before  the 
grand  jury,  wherein  he  was  charged  with  malicioufly  and 
treafonably  uttering  the  treafonable  words  mentioned. 
Accordingly  to  the  liberty  taken  by  grand  juries  at 
that  day,  they  only  found  cc  that  the  words  charged  were 
fpoken,’5  and  Mafon  being  brought  upon  trial  and  the 
words  fully  proved,  the  court  of  affiflants  fufpended 
judgment,  and  referred  the  caufe  to  the  next  general  court, 
where  it  was  refolved,  that  although  the  words  were  rafh, 
infolent,  and  highly  offenfive,  yet,  as  his  accufers  and 
witneffes  all  cleared  him  from  any  overt  a£f,  or  evil  in¬ 
tended  againfl  the  King,  the  court  did  not  fee  caufe  to 
adjudge  him  a  capital  offender,  but  fentenced  him  to  be 
admonifhed  in  folemn  manner  by  the  governor How¬ 
ever  trivial  this  anecdote  may  appear,  yet  there  are  cir- 
cumftances  which  throw  fome  light  upon  the  character  of 
the  commiffioners,  as  well  as  that  of  the  governor  and 
the  judiciary  and  minifterial  powers  of  the  government  at 
that  time. 

The  commiffioners  had  prevailed  on  fome  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  the  towns  in  New-Hampfhire*  to  fign  a  peti¬ 
tion  and  complaint  to  his  Majefty  of  the  wrongs  they  had 
fuftainedfromtheMaffachufets,  “whahadufurped  thego- 
vernmentover  them,”  but  theinhabitants  ofDover,  in  town 
meeting,  and  Portfmouth  and  Exeter,  by  writings  under 
the  hands  of  the  town  officers,  declared  their  difient,  and  all 
the  towns  defired  to  be  confidered  as  part  of  the  Malfa- 
chufets  colony,  as  they  had  been  for  many  years  before  +. 

Three 

t  Sup.  Court  Rec.  *  Portfmouth,  Dover  and  Exeter. 

T  he  fecretnry  was  ordered  to  ifiiie  an  attachment  directed  to  th« 
COnliabics  of  Dover  and  Portfmouth  to  apprehend  one  Abraham 

R  z  ”  Corbet, 
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2660  Three  perfons  f  were  aifo  appointed  to  repair  to  the 
province  of  Main,  to  fettle  the  peace  of  the  towns  there, 
by  bringing  them  to  an  orderly  fubmiflion,  which  was 
not  immediately  effe&ed  £. 

I  have  endeavoured  impartially  to  relate  the  proceed¬ 
ings  between  the  commiflioners  and  the  colony.  On  the 
one  hand,  I  think  it  appears  that  the  government  had 
not  fufficient  excufe  for  not  complying  more  fully  with 
what  the  King  required  of  them  by  his  letter  in  1662. 
Mr.  Norton  their  agent,  who  knew  the  refolutions  of  the 
King  and  his  minifters,  faw  the  necefiity  of  it.  This 
would,  probably,  have  prevented  fuch  a  com  million  from 
iiiuing.  On  the  other  hand,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  the 
commiffion  was  a  ftretch  of  power,  fuperfeding  in  many 
refpedts  the  authority  and  powers  granted  by  the  charter, 
and  there  appears  in  the  conduct  of  the  general  court,  upon 
this  occafion,  not  an  obftinate  perverfefpirit,  but  a  modeft 
fteady  adherence  to  whatthey imagined,  at  leaft,  to  be  their 
juft  rights  and  privileges  §.  At  the  fame  time  they  endea¬ 
voured,  not  only  by  repeated  humble  addreffes,  and  pro- 

feffions 

Corbet,  and  to  bring  him  before  the  governor  or  magiftrates  at  Bofton, 
to  anfwer  for  his  tumultuous  behaviour  againft  the  government,  who 
fined  him  20  1.  and  bound  him  to  his  good  behaviour. 

+  Thomas  Danforth,  Eleazer  Lufher,  and  John  Leveret,  Efqrs. 

X  Ferdinando  Gorges,  grandfon  to  Sir  Ferdinando,4  attempted  a 
fettlement  in  the  province  of  Main  under  himfelf  as  Lord  Proprietor, 
foon  after  the  reftoration.  He  obtained  a  letter  from  King  Charles 
dated  the  1 1  th  of  January  1664,  dirtfted  to  the  governor  of  the  Maf- 
fachufets  colony,  and  council  of  New-England,  requiring  reftitution 
to  be  forthwith  made  and  quiet  pofteffion  delivered,  or  otherwife, 
without  delay,  reafon  be  fhevvn  for  the  contrary.  By  their  humble' 
addrefs  they  excufed  themfelves  from  the  delivery,  and  attempted  to 
give  reafons  for  their  conduct,  but  Mr.  Gorges  appointed  officers  in 
feveral  parts  of  the  province,  whofe  authority  was  of  ihort  continu¬ 
ance. 

j  The  King  having  recommended,  by  a  letter  Feb.  22d  1 665,  to 
the  governor  and  council,  an  expedition  againft  Canada,  the  court 
in  their  anfwer  to  Lord  Arlington,  July  17th  16 66,  fay  that  “  having 
confulted  with  Sir  Thomas  Temple,  governor  of  Nova-Scotia,  and 
with  the  governor  of  Connecticut  (Mr.  Winthrop,  who  had  lately- 
been  in  England)  they  concluded  it  was  not  feaxable  at  prefent,  as 


feffions  of  loyalty,  to  appeafe  his  Majefty,  but  they  pur- 
chafed  a  fhip-load  of  mails  (the  freight  whereof  coft  them 
fixteen  hundred  pounds  fterling)  and  presented  to  the 
King,  which  he  gracioufly  accepted  ;  and  the  fleet  in  the 
Weft-Indies  being  in  want  of  provifions,  a  fubfcription 
and  contribution  was  recommended  through  the  colony, 
for  bringing  in  provifions  to  be  fenc  to  the  fleet  for  his 
Majefty’s  fervice*.  It  appears,  by  the  record,  that  fe- 
veral  towns  had  liberally  fubfcribed,  and  it  was  recom¬ 
mended  to  the  reft  not  to  fall  fhort  of  what  had  been 
done  by  thofe  who  had  gone  before  them,  but  I  find  no 
record  of  the  whole  amount.  About  two  hundred  and 
fifty  of  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Chriftophers,  which  had 
been  taken  by  the  French,  arriving  in  the  fpring  of 
1666,  and  more  being  daily  expebted,  provision  was 
made  by  the  court  for  the  relief  and  fupport  of  fuch  as 
were  in  neceflity.  Upon  the  news  of  the  great  fire  in 
London,  a  colleblion  was  made  through  the  colony  for 
the  relief  of  fufferers.  The  amount  ofdt  cannot'  be 
afcertained.  I  have  a  letter  from  Mr.  Seaman  and  other 
diffenting  minifters  in  London,  to  Mr.  Syms  and  Mr. 
Shephard  minifters  of  Charleftown,  advifing  the  receipt 
of  105I.  fterling  collected  in  that  church.  If  others 
contributed  in  proportion,  a  large  fum  muft  have  been 
raifed. 

There  had  been  a  prefs  for  printing  at  Cambridge  for 
near  twenty  years.  The  court  appointed  two  perfons  ~f, 
in  Obtober  1662,  licencers  of  the  prefs,  and  prohibited  the 
publifhing  any  books  or  papers  which  fhould  not  be  ftrper- 
vifed  by  them, and  in  1668  the  fupervifors  having  allowed 
of  the  printing  “  Thomas  aKempisdeimitatione  Chrifti,9* 

well  in  refpeft  of  the  difficulty,  if  not  impoffibility  of  a  land  inarch  over 
the  rocky  mountains,  and  howling  defarts,  about  four  hundred  miles, 
as  the  ftrength  of  the  French  there,  according  to  reports.” 

*  7  his  was  fo  well  received  that  a  letter  was  fent  to  the  general 
court  under  the  King’s  fign  manual,  dated  the  2  ill  of  April  *669,  frgni- 
fying  hew  well  taken  it  was  by  his  Majefty.  So  the  letter  expreftes 
it. 

f  Capt.  Daniel  Gookins  and  Mr.  Jonathan  Mitchell  the  minifter 
cf  Cambridge 

R  3  '  tho 
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66c  the  court  interpofed,  “  it  being  wrote  by  a  popifii  mini- 
Iter,  and  containing  fome  things  lefs  fafe  to  be  infufed 
among  the  people,55  and  therefore  they  commended  to 
thelicencers  a  more  full  revifal,  and  ordered  the  prefs  to 
flop  in  the  meantime.  In  a  conftitution  lefs  popular  this 
would  have  been  thought  too  great  an  abridgment  of  the 
fubje&’s  liberty. 

666  b  rom  1 666  to  1670  Mr.  Bellingham  was  annually 
to  choftn  governor,  and  Mr.  Willoughby  deputy  governor. 
670  Nova-Scotia  and  the  reft  of  Acadie,  which  had  been  re- 
fcued  from  the  French  by  Cromwell,  were  reftored  by 
the  treaty  of  Breda.  The  French  made  little  progrels 
in  fettling  this  country.  The  only  inconvenience  the 
Maflachufets  complained  of,  until  after  the  revolution, 
was  the  encouragement  given  to  the  Indians  to  make  their 
inroads  upon  the  frontiers.  Sir  Thomas  Temple  who, 
with  others  had  a  grant  of  the  country  firftfrom  Crom¬ 
well,  and  afterwards  from  King  Charles,  thought  he  had 
reafon  to  complain,  and  the  King’s  order  was  repeated 
to  him,  to  give  up  his  forts  to  the  French,  fome  pre¬ 
tence  being  made  for  not  complying  with  the  fir  ft  order. 

After  forty  years,  the  greateft  part  of  our  fir  ft  emi¬ 
grants  had  finished  their  pilgrimage,  and  were  arrived  at 
the  place  of  their  everlafting  abode.  Some  of  them  la¬ 
mented  their  being  born  too  foon,  to  fee  New-England  in 
its  moft  flounlhing  ftate.  This  will  be  the  cafe  with 
their  pofterity  for  many  generations  yet  to  come.  Mr. 
Willon,  the  firft  minifter  of  Bofton  church,  died  Au- 
guft  7th  1667,  in  the  79th  year  of  his  age.  He  left  an 
amiable  character,  and  is  reprefented  by  his  contempora¬ 
ries,  as  one  of  the  moft  humble,  pious  and  benevolent 
men  or  the  age.  He  was  fon  of  Doclor  Wilfon,  a  pre¬ 
bend  of  St  Paul’s,  Rochefter  and  Wind  for,  and  rector 
of  Cliff,  in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  Fie  married 
a  daughter  ct  Lady  Mansfield,  and  a  near  kinfwoman  of 
Sir  William  Bird.  It  was  with  much  difficulty,  that  he 
per  luaded  her  to  go  to  New-England.  After  having  ipent 
one  winter  there  without  her,  he  returned  to  England  to 
fetch  her.  His  life  has  been  published  by  Dr.  Mather. 

I  have 
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I  have  it  in  manufcript  by  another  hand.  In  both  are  1666 
related  many  inftances  to  (hew  his  prophetick  fpirit.  to 
We  may  very  weil  remark  upon  thofe  fort  of  prophecies,  1670 
Qui  bene  conjiciet^huncvatem.  Richard  Mather,  a  learned 
grave  divine,  and  a  minifter  of  Dorchefter  died  the  22d 
of  April  1669,  aged  73.  Charles  Chauncy  batchelor  of 
divinity,  the  venerable  learned  prefident  of  the  college, 
died  the  19th  of  February  1671,  in  his  80th  year*.  Be- 

fides 


*  This  is  the  Charles  Chauncy  of  whom  Rufhworth  in  his  collec¬ 
tions  for  the  year  1629  takes  this  notice,  “  Mr.  Charles  Chauncy, 
minifter  of  Ware,  ufing  fome  expreilions  in  his  fermon,  that  idolatry 
was  admitted  into  the  church,  that  the  preaching  of  the  gofpel  would 
be  fuppreffed,  that  there  is  much  atheifm,  popery,  arminianifm  and 
herefy  crept  into  the  church  ;  and  this  being  looked  upon  to  raife  a 
fear  among  the  people  that  fome  alteration  in  religion  would  enfue, 
he  was  queftioned  in  the  high  commiftion,  and  by  order  of  that  court 
the  caufe  was  referred  to  the  bifhop  of  London,  being  his  ordinary, 
who  ordered  him  to  make  a  fubmifiion  in  Latin.’  A  letter  which  he 
wrote  two  years  before  to  Mr.  Cotton  will  be  thought  by  fome  worthy 
of  being  preferved. 

<f  Salutem  in  fonte  falutis . 


Good  Sir, 

My  kindeft  refpetts  and  moft  loving  falutatiofts  to  yourfelf  and 
your  wife.  The  prefent  convenience  of  a  meffenger  from  Ware  makes 
me  bold  to  trouble  you  with  thefe  few  lines.  1  am  now  (by  God’s 
good  hand)  vickar  of  Ware,  and  defire  your  beft  direction  how  I 
may,  with  moft  profit  and  edification  of  my  charge,  proceed  in  the 
Lord's  work.  I  have  a  very  large  parifh  and  a  diflolute  town  to  deal 
with  (as  you  may  well  guefs)  and  which  is  worfe,  we  have  little  go¬ 
vernment  in  the  place  to  afftfl  us.  The  people  have  wanted  inflec¬ 
tion  for  many  years  (fuch  I  mean  as  might  build  them  up  in  the  faith, 
and  make  them  wife  unto  falvation)  befides,  the  places  round  about  me 
are  a  barren  wildernels,  and  fo  mult  undergo  much  oppofition.  I 
have  already  fuftained  aliqua  gravamina  confcienti# ,  to  go  thus  far  in 
regard  to  the  government  and  difeipline  of  our  church,  and  am  likely 
to  undergo  more  in  the  book  of  articles,  which  we  are  bound  to  read 
publicly  and  to  yield  our  affent  unto  ;  the  article  concerning  the  ordi¬ 
nation  of  bifhops  and  minifters  doth  fomewhat  trouble  me,  as  alfo 
the  ceremonies  which  we  are  bound  unto,  which  though  I  forbear 
myfelf,  yet  I  know  not  how  to  avoid  but  that  my  curate  mull  ufe 
if  I  will  (land  here.  I  pray  afford  your  wifeft  advice  herein.  Hac 

J'ub  figiUo* 
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*666  Tides  thefe,  we  are  not  to  omit  Jonathan  Mitchell,  the  mi- 
to  nifter  of  Cambridge,  who  died  the  9th  of  July  1668,  in 
5070  his  43d  year,  and  is  always  fpoken  of  as  one  of  the  mod 
learned  men  and  bed  preachers  in  his  day.  Mr.  Daven¬ 
port,  who  had  been  minifter  of  New-Haven  from  the 
firft  fettlement  of  that  colony,  removed  to  Bofton  about 
the  year  1667,  to  the  great  grief  of  his  people,  and 
againftthe  mind  of  many  of  the  principal  perfons  of  the 
church  in  Bofton,  which  caufed  them,  fome  time 
after,  to  feparate  from  their  brethren,  and  to  form  a  new 
fociety  ever  fince  known  by  the  name  of  the  fouth 
church*.  He  died  of  the  palfie  March  1 6th  1670,  in 
the  73d  year  of  his  age  -f . 

Mr.  Gorges’s  claim  to  the  province  of  Main,  fupported 
by  the  a£ts  of  the  commiffioners,  had  encouraged  the  peo¬ 
ple  to  withdraw  from  their  fubjedtion  to  the  Maffachufets; 
but  the  province,  according  to  fome  accounts,  was  in  the 
utmoftconfufion,  and,  in  1668,  fome  of  the  principal  per¬ 
fons  applied  to  the  general  court  of  the  Maflachufets  to 
reaflume  the  jurifdidtion  over  them.  The  court  always 
thought  it  the  part  of  good  governors,  as  well  as  of  good 
judges,  to  amplify  their  jurifdidtion;  and  ‘‘fro.m  a-  fenleof 
their  duty  to  God  and  their  King53  publifh.ed  a  declaration, 

I  fhall  be  glad  to  fee  you  at  my  poor  vickarage,  in  tranfitu ,  and  for 
my  part  (if  God  permit)  I  will  not  fail  to  fee  you  once  a  year.  I  pray 
falute  Mr.  Johnfon  and  Mr.  Bellingham  with  their  wives  in  my  name, 
and  the  reft  of  my  chriftian  friends  in  your  town  or  family,  and  I 
befcech  you  remember  me  unto  the  Lord  in  your  prayers,  and  the 
Lord  give  a  bLffing  to  your  perfon  and  labours 

Your’s  in  the  Lord  with  all  hearty  affedh'on. 

Ware,  March  15,  1627.  Charles  Chaunc/d* 

*  Mr.  Thomas  Thache.r  was  the  firft  minifter  of  this  church,  and 
Mr.  Rainsfbrd,  brother  to  Lord  Chief  Juftice  r^insford,  was  the  iirft 
ruling  elder.  ** 

f  In  1667  the  people  at  Cape  Fear,  being  under  diftrefnng  circum- 
ilancec,  a  general  contribution,  by  order  of  court,  was  made  through 
the  colony  for  their  relief.  Although  this  was  a  colony  fubjedf  to  the 
propric  tary  government  of  Lord  Clarendon  and  others,  yet  the  founda¬ 
tion  was  laid,  about  the  time  of  the  refloration,  by  adventurers  from 
New-England,  who  fuppofed  they  had  a  right  to  the  foil  as  firft  oc¬ 
cupants  and  purchafers  from  the  natives,  and,  Bluing  from  the  Mafla¬ 
chufets,  to  the  fame  civil  privileges,  but  they  were  difappointed  as  to 
both.  MS* 

re? 


requiring  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  York  to  yield  1 666 
obedience  to  the  laws  of  the  colony,  and  to  chufe  officers,  to 
within  the  feverai  towns,  as  they  had  done  before  the  late  1670 
interruption.  As  this  proceeding  was  made  one  of  the 
grounds  of  complaint  againfl  the  colony,  a  more  parti¬ 
cular  account  of  it  may  not  be  improper. 

The  declaration  of  the  court  was  of  the  form  following. 
cc  WHEREAS  this  colony  of  the  Maffachufets,  in 
cc  obfervance  of  the  truft  to  them  committed  by  his  Ma- 
cc  jefty’s  royal  charter,  with  the  full  and  free  confent  and 
lubmiffion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  county  of  York, 
cc  for  fundry  years,  did  exercife  government  over  the  . 

<c  people  of  that  county;  and  whereas,  about  three  years 
“  now  paft,  fome  interruption  hath  been  made  to  the 
“  peace  of  that  place,  and  order  there  eftablifhed,  by  the 
cc  impofition  of  fome  who,  pretending  to  ferve  his  Ma- 
<c  jefty’s  intereft  with  unjuftaiperfions  and  reflections  upon 
<c  this  government  here  eftablifhed  by  his  royal  charter, 
cc  have  unwarrantably  drawn  the  inhabitants  of  that 
county  to  fubmiffion  unto  offices  that  have  no  royal 
4C  warranty,  thereby  infringing  the  liberty  of  our  charter, 

“  and  depriving  the  people  now  fettled  of  their  juft  privi- 
leges ;  the  effect  whereof  doth  now  appear  to  be,  not 
only  a  differvice  to  his  Majefty,  but  alfo  reducing  a 
people  that  were  found  under  an  orderly  eftablifhment 
cc  to  a  confufed  anarchy  :  The  premiles  being  duly  con- 
46  fidered,  this  court  doth  judge  meet,  as  in  duty  they 
cc  ftand  bound  to  God  and  his  Majefty,  to  declare  their 
44  refolution,  again  to  exert  their  power  of  jurifdidlion 
<c  over  the  inhabitants  of  the  laid  county  of  York,  and  do 
<c  hereby  accordingly,  in  his  Majefty’s  name,  require  all 
and  every  of  the  inhabitants  there  fettled,  to  yield  obe- 
tc  dience  to  the  laws  of  this  colony  as  they  have  been  or- 
ct  derly  publifhed,  and  to  all  fuch  officers  as  fliall  be  there 
44  legally  eftablifhed  by  authority  of  his  Majefty’s  royal 
“  charter  and  the  order  of  our  commiffioners,  whom  this 
court  hath  nominated  and  impowered  to  fettle  all  af- 
44  fairs  neceffary  for  the  government  of  the  people  there, 

4*  and  to  keep  a  court  this  prefent  lu  miner  the  firft  Tuef- 
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1 666  u  day  In  July,  at  York  town,  as  hath  been  formerly  ae¬ 
ro  44  cuftomed,  and,  for  that  end,  we  have  commanded  our 
1670  “  fecretary  to  iflue  out  warrants  to  the  inhabitants  there, 
44  in  their  relpeftive  towns  to  meet  to  chufe  jurors,  both 
44  grand  and  petit,  conftables  and  other  officers  for  the 
44  fervice  of  that  county  as  the  law  requireth  ;  the  faid 
44  warrant  to  be  direfted  unto  Nathanael  Mafterfon,  who 
44  is  by  this  court  appointed  marfhal  of  that  court  as  for- 
44  merly,  and  by  him  the  faid  warrants  are  to  be  delivered 
44  to  the  feveral  conftables  to  be  accordingly  executed,  a 
44  due  obfervance  whereof,  with  an  orderly  return  to  be 
44  made  to  the  court  to  be  held  as  aforefaid,  is  hereby  re- 
44  quired  of  all  perfons  refpeftively  concerned,  as  they 
44  will  anfwer  the  contrary  at  their  peril. 

By  the  court,  Edward  Rawfon,  fecr’y/’ 
The  commiffioners  appointed  were  Major  Genera]  Le¬ 
veret,  Mr,  Edward  Tyng  *,  Capt.  Waldron  f ,  and  Capt. 
PikeJ.  They  made  return  to  the  general  court,  who 
gave  them  thanks  for  their  good  fervices,  allowed  and  ap¬ 
proved  of  what  they  had  done,  and  ordered  their  pro¬ 
ceedings  to  be  entered  upon  their  records  as  followeth. 

44  UPON  receipt  of  this  court’s  commiffion  which  is 
<c  recorded  in  the  !aft  feffion,  we  prefently  appointed 
44  Peter  Wyer  clerk  of  the  writs,  and  hearing  Mafterfon, 
44  appointed  by  the  court,  was  imprifoned,  we  appointed 
44  another  marfhal,  by  warrant  under  our  hands  but  the 
44  former  marfhal  being  fet  at  liberty  the  other  did  not  aft. 
44  The  court  being  by  law  to  be  kept  in  York  the  fir  ft 
44  Tuefday  of  July  1668,  being  the  7  th  day  of  the  month, 
44  we  repaired  to  York  upon  Monday  the  6th  day.  Mr. 
44  Jocelin  and  feveral  others,  ftiied  juftices  of  the  peace, 
44  coming  nigh  to  the  ordinary  where  we  were  before  the 
44  door,  after  falutes  paffed,  they  told  us  they  defired  to 
44  fpeak  with  us  in  the  morning.  To  their  defires  we 
44  complied  and  gave  them  a  meeting,  where  we  ac- 

*  Edward  Tyng  was  afterwards  an  afliftant. 

f  Richard  Waldron  was  fpeaker  of  the  deputies  and  reprefented 
Dover. 

|  Robert  Pike  was  of  Salifbury.  He  was  afterwards  one  of  the 
council  named  in  the  province  charter. 

2  “  quainted 
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“  quainted  them  we  were  ready  to  hear  what  they  had  to  1 666 
“  fay,  but  not  as  fent  to  treat  with  them  about  what  we  to 
“  had  to  do  by  virtue  of  the  general  court’s  commiffion.  1670 
««  They  acquainted  us  that  they  had  lately  received,  in  a 
<c  pacquet  from  Col.  Nichols,  his  letter  to  the  governor 
«  and  magiftrates  of  the  Maffachufets  colony,  which  they 
«  defired  us  to  read,  and  firft  their  commiffion,  the  which 
we  read,  and  having  read  them,  we  told  them  that 
thofe  concerned  the  general  court  and  had  been  under 
<c  their  confideration,  all  but  the  letter  from  Col.  Nichols* 

“  and  that  they  had  fent  their  declaration  into  the  county* 
cc  fo  that  we  had  nothing  to  fay,  only  that  we  did  not  un- 
cc  derftand  that  the  commiffioners  had  power  to  make 
<c  any  fuch  temporary  fettlement,  his  Majefty  having  be- 
fore  him  the  cafe,  for  that  the  Maffachufets  had,  in  obe- 
“  dience,  fent  their  reafons  why  they  did  not  deliver  up 
the  government  of  that  country  to  Mr,  Gorges,  which 
was  according  to  his  Majefty’s  command.  Then  Mr. 

C6  Jocelin  told  us  there  was  not  above  five  or  fix  of  a  town 
for  us ;  to  which  we  replied,  we  fhould  fee  by  the  returns 
“  made  to  the  court’s  warrants  or  appearances,  and  fur- 
ther  told  them  we  muft  attend  to  our  commiffion,  in 
tc  profecution  whereof  we  fhould  attend  to  his  Majefty’s 
46  and  the  country’s  fervice,  not  our  own,  and  if  we  met 
€C  with  oppofition  we  fhould  advife  what  to  do.  Many 
44  other  things  paffcd,  but  with  mutual  refpeft.  They 
<c  faid  they  muft  attend  their  commiffion.  We  parted 
“  and  repaired  to  the  meeting- houfe,  and  there  opened 
16  the  court  by  reading  our  commiffion  publicly  and  de- 
4<  daring  to  the  people  wherefore  we  came,  whereto  there 
<c  was  great  filence  and  attention.  Then,  by  the  mar- 
4C  fha!,  we  called  for  the  town  returns  to  be  brought  in 
<c  for  the  election  of  affociates  *,  and  returns  were  made 
from  five  towns,  the  other  two  being  hindred  (as  they 
<c  faid)  by  the  juft  ices,  yet,  in  one  of  them,  above  half 
<c  the  electors  lent  in  their  votes,  Whilft  the  court  was 

*  The  aflociates  fe?m  to  be  intended  in  the  room  of  magiftrates, 
and  being  joined  with  pcrfons  appointed  by  the  general  court  had  the 
fame  power  as  the  court  of  mngilirates  or  alliftants  had  in  the  colony. 

44  buly 
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Il;U0  r\  in  opening,  Porting  and  telling  the  votes,  the  juf- 
t°  rices  came,  and  without  doors,  by  fome  inftrument, 

1  v°  made  proclamation  that  all  fhould  attend  to  hear  his 

Majefty’s  commands ;  upon  which  orders  were  given 
*  t0  marflial,  and  accordingly  he  made  proclamation, 
c>  that  if  any  had  any  command  from  his  Majefty,'  they 
coming  and  fhewing  it  to  the  court,  the  court  was  open 
and  ready  to  hear  the  fame.  Thereupon  thefe  gentle- 
men  came  in,  and  manifefted  their  defire,  that  what 
they  had  fhewn  to  us  in  private  might  be  read  in  court 
tx  to  the  people ;  to  whom  we  replied,  that  the  court 
cc  was  in  the  midft  of  their  bufinefs  in  opening  the  returns 
46  of  the  county  from  the  feveral  towns  of  election,  and 
fo  icon, as  that  was  over,  and  after  dinner,  they  fhould 
44  have  their  defire  granted  ;  fo  they  left  us,  and  we 
4£  proceeded  to  fee  who  were  chofen  affociates,  had  the 
returns  of  the  jurymen  and  their  names  entred,  both 
the  grand  jury  and  that  of  trials,  alfo  of  the  con- 
ftabies,  but  did  not  fwear  any  one,  but  adjourned  the 
court  and  went  to  dinner  ;  in  which  time  we  heard  that 
the  gentlemen  were  going  to  the  meeting-houfe  to  fit 
<c  as  an  affembly,  they  having  before  iffued  out  their 
warrants  for  the  towns  to  fend  their  deputies,  where- 
<e  upon  we  fent  to  fpeak  with  them  after  dinner.  They 
returned  tney  would,  provided  we  would  not  proceed 
“  any  further  till  we  fpake  with  them.  We  lent  them 
44  word  we  did  engage  it.  They  fent  us  word  they  would 
meet  with  us  at  the  meeting-houfe,  and  prefently  after 
<c  their  marflial  and  Nathaniel  Phillips  went  up  and 
tc  down,  and  at  all  public  places  publifhed  a  paper  or 
4C  writing,  whom  meeting  upon  their  return,  it  was  de- 
cc  manded  what,  and  upon  what  authority,  they  had 
<c  publifhed  to  the  people  to  make  a  difturbance,  they 
c‘  anfwered,  they  publifhed  what  they  had  in  the  King’s 
cc  name ;  they  were  demanded  to  fhew  their  order  or  au- 
<c  thority  j  they  anfwered,  that  was  for  their  fecurity  ; 
tc  fo  refufing  to  fhew  it  they  were  committed  to  the  mar- 

tc  fbal.  Then  we  wept  to  court,  where  we  found  the  houfe 

44  full  and  the  gentlemen  to  have  taken  up  our  feats,  fo 
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cc  room  being  made,  we  went  up  to  them  and  told  1666 
“  them  we  expefted  other  things  than  that  they  would  to 
“  have  put  fuch  an  affront  upon  the  court,  nor  ffiould  1670 
“  motion!  hinder  us  from  profecuting  our  commiffion  *, 
we  could  keep  the  court  eliewhere.  Some  of  the 
cc  people  began  to  fpeak,  but  we  commanded  filence,  and 
<c  the  officer  was  commanded  by  us  to  clear  the  court, 

<c  whereupon  Mr.  Jocelin  fpoke  to  fome  nigh  him  to  de- 
part ;  fo  they  coming  from  their  feat  we  came  to  pri- 
<c  vate  difcourfe,  and  they  infilled  to  have  their  commif- 
cc  fion  and  the  King’s  mandamus  of  1666  to  be  read ;  we 
cc  told  them  we  would  perform  what  we  bad  promifed 
when  the  court  was  fet,  fo  we  repaired  to  our  feat,  and 
cc  they  being  fet  by  us  defired  that  their  commiffion  might 
cc  be  read,  which  was  done,  and  the  grounds  of  it  ex- 
cc  preffed  to  be  from  the  people’s  petitioning,  who 
“  were  told  that  they  could  bell  give  anfvver  thereto, 

“  but  laid  nothing ;  then  that  part  of  the  mandamus  of 
1 666,  which  they  defired  might  be  read,  was  read; 
cc  After  which  they  defired  that  Colonel  Nichols’s  letter 
cc  to  the  governor  and  magiftrates  of  the  Maffachufecs 
c<  might  be  read,  bur,  that  not  being  concernment  to 
cc  them  there,  fave  only  for  information  of  the  jufticesof 
what  had  paffed  from  him  to  the  governor  and  magi- 
<c  flrates  to  whom  it  was  diredted,  it  was  refuted  ;  lome 
16  fhort  account  being  publicly  given,  that  that  which 
had  been  read,  for  the  matter,  having  been  before  un- 
<c  der  the  confideration  of  the  general  court,  they  had 
6C  the  declaration  of  their  intendments,  in  profecution 
whereof  we  were  commiffionated  to  keep  court  and 
fettle  the  country,  which  work  we  had  begun,  and, 

€C  God  willing,  would  profecute,  to  perform  the  trull 
*c  committed  to  us,  and  have  declared  to  the  people  that 
cc  we  were  not  infenfible  how  that,  at  the  time  of  the  in- 
cc  terruption  of  the  government,  in  the  year  1665,  by 
cc  fuch  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  King’s  comrniffioners  as 
ct  were  then  upon  the  place,  they  had  manifeftcd  their 
ct  diipleafure,  by  telling  the  people  that  the  Maflachufets 
were  traitors,  rebels,  and  difobedient  to  his  Majefty, 
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1666 cc  the  reward  whereof,  within  one  year,  they  faid,  jfhould 
to  cc  be  retfibuted,  yet  we  told  them,  that,  through  the 
1670  good  hand  of  God  and  the  King’s  favour,  the  Maflfa- 
ci  chufets  were  an  authority  to  afiert  their  right  of  go- 
44  vernment  there,  by  virtue  of  the  royal  charter  derived 
ct  to  them  from  his  Majefty’s  royal  predeceffors,  and  that 
cc  we  did  not  doubt  but  that  the  Maffachufets  colony’s 
“  actings  for  the  forwarding  his  Majefty’s  fervice,  would 
<c  outfpeak  other  words,  where  there  v/as  nothing  but 
<c  words  for  themfelves  or  againftus.  Which  done,  the 
<c  gentlemen  left  us,  and  we  proceeded  to  the  work  of 
cc  the  court,  to  impannel  the  grand  jury,  gave  them  their 
“  oaths  and  charge,  and  then,  the  aflociates  prefent,  we 
<c  called  to  take  their  oaths,  one  of  them,  viz.  Mr. 
“  Roger  Plaifted,  exprefied  publicly  that  he  was  fent  by 
cc  the  town  he  lived  in,  accordingly  he  had  applied  him- 
cc  felf  to  the  major-general  more  privately,  to  know 
how  we  reaflumed  the  government,  and  how  they 
<c  were  to  fubmit  to  it,  which  he  now  mentioned  in  public 
<c  that  he  might  render  himfelf  faithful  to  them  that  fent 
<c  him ;  to  which  he  was  anfwered  in  public  as  he  had 
been  in  private,  that  we  reaffumed  the  government  by 
<6  virtue  of  the  charter,  and  that  they  were  to  have  the 
*c  like  privileges  with  ourfelves  in  the  other  counties. 

We  had  alfo  from  Scarborough  a  paper  prefented, 
<c  which  we  herewith  prefent  to  the  court.  Then  having 
c<  fworn  the  conftables  prefent,  impannelled  the  jury  for 
<c  trials,  fworn  them,  and  committed  what  actions  were 
“  entred  and  profecuted  to  them,  in  which  time  the 
<c  gentlemen  fent  to  defire  that  at  our  leifure  time  they 
tc  might  fpealc  with  us  ;  they  were  fent  for  and  prefented 
us  with  a  paper.  After  we  had  received  it,  we  at- 
<c  tended  to  fettle  (he  bufinefs  of  the  military  officers  and 
cc  trained  bands,  and  commiffionated  for  York,  Job  Al- 
<c  cock  lieutenant,  Arthur  Bragdon  enfign  ;  for  Wells, 

<c  John  Littlefield  lieutenant,  Francis  Littlefield  jun.  en- 
<c  fign;  for  Scarborough,  Andrew  Augurlieutenant;  for 
Falmouth,  George  Ingerficld  lieutenant;  for  Kittery, 
Ciuglts  Fr oft  captain,  Roger  Plaifted  lieutenant,  John 

46  Gaf- 
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<c  Gaffingfley  enfign ;  for  Saco,  Bryan  Pendleton  major;  1666 
.  44  and  he  to  fettle  Black-point.  Mr.  Knight  of  Wells,  to 
44  the  morning  before  we  came  away,  bedng  Thurfday  the  1670 
44  9th  of  July,  came  and  took  his  oath  in  court  to  ferve 
44  as  an  aifociate.  The  court  made  an  order  for  a  county 
44  court  to  be  held  the  15th  of  September  there  ac  York, 

44  and  for  that  end  continued  the  commiffion  to  Capt. 

44  Waldron,  Capt.  Pike,  and  others,  for  the  better 
44  ftrengthening  the  authority  upon  the  place,  as  by  their 
44  commiffion  may  appear.  The  affociates  that  are  now 
44  in  place  are  Major  Pendleton,  Mr.  Francis  Cotterell* ** 

44  Mr.  Knight  of  Wells,  Mr.  Raynes  of  York,  Mr. 

44  Roger  Plaifted  of  Kit;ery.  Which  is  humbly  fubmitted 
44  to  the  honourable  general  court  as  the  return  of 

44  Yourlervants  John  Leveret 

44  The  23d  of  October  i663.  Edward  Tyng 

Richard  Waldron.” 

This  proceeding  of  the  Maflfachufets  was  reported  and 
publiihed  by  Jocelyn  *  in  a  more  unfavourable  light,  and 

as 

*  <£  The  province  of  Main  or  the  country  of  the  Troquois  (Iroquois) 

Ci  heretofore  culled  Laconia  or  New  Somerfetihire,  is  a  colony  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  grandfon  of  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  of  Afhton  Phillips  in 
“  che  county  of  Somerfet.  The  faid  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  did  ex* 

0  pend  in  planting  feveral  parts  of  New-England  above  twenty  thou- 
“  farid  pounds  fterling,  and  when  he  was  between  three  and  fourfcore 
*€  years  of  age,  did  perfonally  engage  in  our  royal  mailer's  fervice, 

£‘  and  particularly  in  the  liege  of  Brillol,  and  was  plundered  and  im- 
t£  prifoned  feveral  time  ,  by  reafon  whereof  he  was  difcountenanced 
“  by  the  pretended  corn miffi oners  for  foreign  plantations,  and  his  pro- 
<c  vince  encroached  upon  by  the  MaiTachuiets  colony  who  aiTumed  the 
“  government  thereof.  His  Majelly,  that  now  reigneth,  lent  over 
“  his  coramiflioners  to  reduce  them  within  their  bounds,  and  to  put 
“  Mr.  Gorges  again  into  poffefiion.  But  there  falling  out  a  con  tell 
about  it,  the  commiflioner s  fettled  it  in  the  King’s  name  (until  the 
bufmefs  fhould  be  determined  before  his  Msjefty)  and  gave  com- 
“  millions  to  the  judge  of  their  courts,  and  the  juilices  to  govern  and 

**  ad  according  to  the  laws  of  England,  and  by  fuch  laws  of  their 
C£  owvn  as  were  not  repugnant  to  them.  But,  as  foon  as  the  commif- 
f<  lionets  were  returned  for  England,  the  MafHchufets  enter  the  pro- 
vince  in  a  hoilile  manner  with  a  troop  of  horfe  and  foot,  and  turned 
*'  tip  judge  and  his  afljftatus  off  the  bench*  imprifoned  the  major  or 

**  com- 
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1666  as  an  aft  of  greater  force  and  violence.  Indeed,  he  does 
to  not  pretend  that  there  was  any  oppofition  made  by  the 
1670  inhabitants,  but  only  by  the  particular  perfons  appointed 
by  the  commiffioners  to  govern  there,  and  it  always  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  the  defire  of  a  great  part  of  the  people  to 
live  under  the  governor  of  the  Maffachufets. 

The  people  of  New-Hampfhire  had  continued  in  a 
quiet  and  orderly  ftate  ever  fince  the  year  1641.  There 
was  no  perfon  who  had  any  pretence  to  the  powers  of 
government,  Mafon  having  only  a  grant  of  the  foil  from 
the  council  of  Plimouth.  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  received 
a  royal  charter,  granting  the  fame  royalties,  privileges 
and  franchifes  as  are  of  right  or  ought  to  be  enjoyed  by 
.  the  bifliop  of  Durham,  in  the  county  palatine  of  Durham, 
with  power  to  conftitute  a  deputy  governor,  a  chancellor, 
a  treafnrer,  a  marfhal,  a  judge  of  admiralty,  officers  of 
admiralty  for  ordering  maritime  affairs,  mafter  of  ord¬ 
nance,  a  fecretary,  &c.  and  by  repeatedly  nominating 
feme  fuch  officers  and  attempting  to  eftabliffi  a  form  of 
government  confiding  of  different  perfons  from  thofe  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  Maffachufets,  there  were  always  two  dif¬ 
ferent  parties  and  interefls  kept  alive  in  that  province, 
but  New-Hampfhire  had  been  fo  long  united  to  the  Maf¬ 
fachufets  that  the  people  of  both  colonies  were  of  one 
heart  and  mind  in  civil  and  religious  affairs.  The  town 
of  Portfmouth  fhewed  an  infta'nce  of  their  great  regard 
to  the  public  intereft,  and  in  1669  made  acolleftion,  as 
it  is  termed  in  the  inftrument  prefented  to  the  general 
court,  more  probably  a  fubfeription,  of  fixty  pounds  per 
annum  for  the  term  of  leven  years,  tor  the  ufe  of  Har- 

*c  commander  of  the  militia,  threalned  the  judges  and  fome  others 
that  were  faithful  to  Mr.  Gorges  interefls.  I  could  difeover  many 
“  other  foul  proceedings,  but,  for  lome  reafons  which  might  be 
cs  given,  1  conceive  it  not  convenient  to  make  report  thereof  to  vulgar 
64  ears/’  Sec.  JoJjclyn  s  voyage  to  New-England,  u  199. 

This  Mr.  Joffelyn  I  take  to  be  brother  to  the  juftice  of  peace  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  report  of  the  Maffachufets  commiffioners.  He  writes 
with  acrimony,  and  in  this  account,  as  well  as  feveral  other  parts  of 
his  voyages  to  New-England,  difeovers  a  flrong  prejudice  againil  the 
people  of  the  colony, 
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yard  college,  to  be  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  overfeers,  1666 
and  they  fay  they  hoped  to  make  it  more  *.  to 

The  colony,  about  this  time,  made  a  greater  figure  1670 
than  it  ever  did  at  any  other  time.  The  report  made  by 
the  comrmffioners  to  the  King  had  produced  no  further 
troubles  from  England.  The  plague,  the  fire  of  London, 
the  difeontents  among  the  people  of  England,  caufed  by 
their  jealoufi  s  of  a  defu  n  to  fubvert  the  conftitution  there, 
may  well  enough  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  the  caufe  of  a 
refpite  in  favour  of  the  people  here.  The  M  fiachufets  go¬ 
verned,  without  oppofition,  the  province  of  New-Hamp- 
fhire  and  province  of  Main,  and  were  beginning  fettiements 
even  further  eaftward.  The  French  were  removed  from 
their  neighbourhood  on  the  one  fide,  and  the  Dutch  and 
Swedes  on  the  other.  Their  trade  was  as  extenfive  as  they 
could  wifh.  Nocuftom  houfe  was  eftablifhed.  The  a£ts 
of  parliament  of  the’  12th  and  1  5th  of  King  Charles  the 
fecond,  for  regulating  the  plantation  trade,  were  in  force, 
but  the  governor,  whofe  bufinefs  it  was  to  carry  them  into 
execution,  was  annually  to  be  elected  by  the  people,  whofe 
intereft  it  was  that  they  fhould  not  be  obferved.  Some  of 
the  magiftrates  and  principal  merchants  grew  very  rich  ff, 
and  a  fpirit  of  induftry  and  oeconomy  prevailed  through 
the  colony.  But  a  change  of  affairs  came  on  foon  after. 

Mr.  Bellingham  continued  governor  in  1671  and  1671 
1672  L  Mr.  Leveret  was  choftrn  deputy  governor  both  to 
thofe  years,  and  in  1673,  he  fucceeded  Mr.  Bellingham  i6“c> 
,  in 


*  Boniface  Burton,  aged  1 13  years,  died  the  13th  June  1669.  Al¬ 
manack  for  1673. 

April  4th  1671,  Mr.  W  illoughby  the  deputy  governor  died.  FTe 
was  a  great  oppofer  of  the  perfections  again!!  the  Baptifts.  Elder 
Penn  died  the  30th  of  September  the  fame  year.  He  was  a  leading 
man  in  church  and  town  affairs.  Ele  is  thi  f\me  perfun  who  was 
chofen  beadie  in  1630. 

f  Jofielyn,  p.  180. 

X  Mr.  Bellingham  died  December  7th,  1672.  He  lived  to  be  the 
only  furviving  patentee  named  in  the  charter.  Ir  is  always  mentioned 
as  a  part  of  his  character,  that  he  hated  a  bribe.  Ele  was  bred  a 
lawyer,  but,  like  feme  much  greater  lawyers,  made  his  laft  will  and 
tdlament  in  inch  a  manner,  that  after  fome  years  dilpute,  the  general 
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671  in  the  place  of  governor,  when  Mr.  Samuel  Symonds 

to  was  chofen  deputy  governor. 

673  The  ftrid:  union,  which  had  been  from  the  beginning, 
between  the  civil  and  tcclefiaftical  parts  of  the  confti- 
tution,  was  about-  this  time  in  danger  of  being  broke,  or 
greatly  weakned.  After  Mr.  Wilfon’s  death,  the  firft 
church  in  Rofion  invited  Mr.  Davenport,  the  minifter  of 
New-Haven,  to  fucceed  him.  He  was  then  about  70, 
had  gone  into  the  wilderness  with  perfons  clofely  attached 
to  him,  and  remained  with  them  about  30  years,  and  they 
were  extremely  averfe  to  his  leaving  them  ;  and  befides, 
be  was  at  the  head  of  a  party  more  ftrid  and  rigid  than* 
the  body  of  the  people  of  the  country,  for  he  had  always 
oppofed  the  admitting  to  baptifm  the  children  of  any 
who  were  not  in  lull  communion  with  one  or  other  of  the 
churches.  It  is  not  ftrange  that  there  fhould  have  been 
a  party  of  Bofton  church  which  oppofed  his  fettlement. 
The  two  parties  in  this  church,  the  firft  in  rank  (although 
the  church  of  Salem  was  the  oldeft)  in  the  country,  pro¬ 
duced  two  parties,  not  in  the  other  churches  only,  but 
in  the  ftate  alfo.  A  confiderable  part  of  the  church, 
both  for  number  and  eftate,  formed  themfelves,  as  has 
been  obferved,  into  a  feparate  fociety.  Seventeen  mini- 
fters  *  bore  a  public  teft imony  againft:  the  proceedings  of 
the  three  elders  of  the  firft  church  in  Bofton,  viz.  againft 

court  thought  it  neceffary  to  ftipply  the  defers  of  it,  by  making  a  dif- 
pofition  of  his  eftate  themfelves.  Mr.  Leveret  was  among  the  junior 
affiftants,  but  he  had  been  long  employed  in  public  affairs  and  places 
of  great  truft.  Oliver  Cromwell  had  made  him  one  of  his  commif- 
Boners  in  1654,  for  the  reduction  of  the  Manhadoes.  He  was  in 
England  at  the  reftoration,  and  appeared  an  advocate  for  the  colony. 
Upon  his  return  to  New- England,  loon  after,  he  was  chofen  a  mem¬ 
ber  for  Bofton.  In  1664  was  ch°fen  major-general,  and  in  1665  an 
aliiftant. 

*  John  Alim,  John  Higginfon,  John  Ward,  John  Wilfon,  Edmund 
Browne,  Samuel  Whitirg  fenior,  Thomas  Cobbet,  John  Sherman, 
Samuel  Phillips,  Thomas  Shepard,  Increafe  Mather,  Samuel  Torrey, 
Zechary  Symmes,  John  Brocke,  Edward  Bulkley,  Samuel  Whiting 
junior,  John  Hale. 

f  Mr.  John  Davenport,  Mr.  James  Allen,  and  the  ruling  elder 
James  Penn. 
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Mr.  Davenport  for  leaving  his  church  at  New  Haven,  1671 
contrary  to  his  profefifed  principles,  and  againft  all  of  to 
them  for  communicating  parcels  only  of  letters  from  he  1673 
church  of  New-Haven  to  the  church  in  Eofton,  by  which 
artifice  the  church  was  deceived,  and  made  to  believe  the 
church  of  New-Haven  confented  to  his  difmiffion,  when 
if  the  whole  had  been  read,  it  would  have  appeared  they 
did  not.  This  teftimony  was  fent  to  the  elders  the  day 
before  a  public  faff.  An  anfwer  was  given,  in  which  the 
elders  deny,  that  the  letters  concealed  would  have  been 
evidence  of  the  refufal  of  the  church  of  New-Haven  to 
content  to  Mr.  Davenport’s  leaving  them  and  fettling  at 
Roffon  %  the  church  was  only  unwilling  to  make  his  dif¬ 
miffion  their  immediate  a£t.  Neither  the  church  of  New-  . 

\ 

Haven,  nor  the  elders  of  the  church  of  Bofton  can  be 
wholly  juftified.  There  does  not  feem  to  have  been  that 
fairnefs  and  fimplicity  in  their  proceedings  which  the  gof- 
pel  requires.  1  he  firft  church  refufed  the  invitation  of 
the  new  fociety  to  join  with  other  churches  in  ordaining 
their  officers,  &c.  The  minifters  and  members  of  churches 
in  the  colony  were  engaged,  fome  on  one  fide  and  feme 
on  the  other,  and  the  contentions  were  fharp  *;  at  length 
the  houfe  of  deputies  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  the  firft 
church,  and  having  at  their  feffion  in  May  1670  ap¬ 
pointed  a  committee  to  enquire  into  the  prevailing  evils 
which  had  procured  or  been  the  caufe  of  the  difplealure 
of  God  againft  the  land,  they  reported  among  other 
caufes,  thefe  that  follow,  viz.  “  Dedenfion  from  the 


*  Before  this,  viz.  in  July  i66q,  a  council  had  been  called  by  Mr. 
Bellingham  the  governor,  fearing,  os  he  fays  in  t h >■  order,  ‘£  a  hid¬ 
den  tumult,  fome  perfons  attempting  to  fet  up  an  ed  fice  for  public 
vvorfhip,  which  was  apprehended  by  authority  to  be  detr  mental  to  the 
public  peace.”  Mr.  Bellingham,  it  is  evident,  was  warmly  engaged 
ag2ir.fl  the  feceders,  but  .the  council  thought  it  belt  not  to  interpofe, 
and  if  any  perfon  had  ofFe;  ded  againit  the  laws  they  advifed  to  pro¬ 
ceed  againft  them  in  a  due  courfc  of  Jaw.  They  judged  it  meet  to 
declare,  “  that  it  was  the  duty  of  thofe  who  w  ere  about  to  erebt  a  new 
meeting-houie  to  obferve  the  law's  and  orders  of  the  general  court  for 
regulating  prudenti.-d  affairs,  &c.  and  if  they  did  not,  they  fliould 
have  no  countenance  of  authority  in  their  proceedings. 

$2  “  pri- 


1 
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1671  cc  primitive  foundation  work,  innovation  in  dodtrine  and 
to  4C  worfhip,  opinion  and  practice,  an  invafion  of  the 
1673  rights,  liberties  and  privileges  of  churches,  an  ufurp- 
“  ation  of  a  lordly  and  prelatical  power  over  God’s  he- 
cc  ritage,  a  fubverfion  of  gofpel  order,  and  all  this  with 
44  a  dangerous  tendency  to  the  utter  devaluation  of  ihefe 
44  churches,  turning  the  pieafant  gardens  of  Chrift  into 
44  a  wildernefs,  and  the  inevitable  and  total  extirpation 
cc  of  the  principles  and  pillars  of  the  congregational 
44  way  *,  thefe  are  the  leaven,  the  corrupting  gangrene, 
44  the  infe&ing  fpreading  plague,  the  provoking  image 
44  of  jealoufy  fet  up  before  the  Lord,  the  accurfed  thing 
44  which  hath  provoked  divine  wrath,  and  doth  further 
44  threaten  deftruction.55  They  then  take  notice  of  the 
late  tranfaftion  of  churches  and  elders  in  conftituting  the 
third  church  in  Bofton,  as  irregular,  illegal,  and  dis¬ 
orderly  *. 

Several  of  the  minifters,  at  the  next  felTion  of  the 
general  court,  prefented  a  petition  or  addrefs,  acknow¬ 
ledging  the  great  goodnefs  of  God  in  favouring  the  land 
for  fo  long  a  time  with  a  godly  and  able  magiftracy,  and 
defiring',  that  it  might  alfo  be  remembered  that  the  people 
were  led  forth  into  this  wildernefs  not  only  44  by  the 
hands  of  Mofes,  but  alfo  of  Aaron,  viz.  that  reverend 
*  miniftry  which  had  tranfported  the  ark  of  the  covenant, 
the  prefence  of  God  in  his  ordinances,  fettled  in  gofpel 
order.”  This  being  premifed,  they  folemnly  profeffed 
that  they  ft  ill  adhered  to  the  fafe  and  fober  principles  of 
the  congregational  way,  in  opposition  to  reparation,  tno- 
rellian  or  anarchical  confufion  and  licentious  toleration. 
This  profefiion  they  made,  to  vindicate  their  integrity 
and  innocency  from  the  unjuft  charge  of  innovation  and 
loud  cry  of  apoftacy  laid  upon  the  generality  of  the  mi- 

*  Mr.  Flint,  the  minifter  of  Dorchefter,  in  his  diary,  vyhilft  this 
coart  was  fitting,  has  this  obfervation  :  “  A  fpirit  cf  divifion,  perfe- 
“  curing  and  opprefting  God's  minifters  and  precious  faints,  is  the  fin 
“  which  is  unfeen  and  none  bears  witnefs  again  ft.  It  is  a  great  fin 
and  threatens  a  fword  of  divine  wrath.  God’s  feers  fear  it,  and 
<‘  their  bowels  and  companions  are  moved  at  it.” 


nfftry. 
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niftry,  heightened  by  the  reports  of  the  committee  chofen  1671 
by  the  houfe  of  deputies  in  their  laft  feffion,  and  the  votes  to 
of  the  major  part  of  the  houfe.  They  go  on  and  fay,  that  1  673 
“  this  charge  evidently  appears  to  be  the  tranfpoi  ts  of  a 
party,  by  inftancing  the  bufmefs  of  the  third  church,  and 
io  defining  to  hinder  the  confummation  of  that  work  of 
God,  in  the  peaceable  fettlement  there  of  in  aftual  and  full 
communion  with  other  churches,  and  by  mifreprefcnting 
that  weighty  and  worthy  t-ranfaftion,  before  inquiiy  had 
been  made  into  the  ftate  of  the  cafe.  Thele  things  were 
matters  of  great  grievance,  inafmuch  as  an  antiminifterial 
fpirit  had  thereby  t)een  ftrengthened  and  emboldened,  the 
hearts  and  hands  of  thofe  who  laboured  in  the  miniftry 
weakened,  the  fpiritsof  many  being  filled  with  groundlefs 
jealoufies  and  fulpicions  againft  the  numerations  of  the 
elders.  They  made  this  humble  representation  in  hopes 
of  redrefs,  either  by  being  called  upon  publicly  to  vindi¬ 
cate  themfelves,  or  by  the  court’s  moving  for  a  general 
convention  of  church  s  by  their  elders  and  mefiengers, 
for  the  decifion  of  quefeions  and  accommodation  of  dif¬ 
ferences,  or  by  fuch  other  means  and  meafures  as  to  the 
wif  om  of  the  court  fhould  feem  meet 

The  court  took  this  add  refs  into  their  immediate  con- 
fiderat’on,  and  having  firft  afierted  their  own  authority, 
and  that  the  afts  of  the  court  wt  re  not  liable  to  quefiion 
by  any,  a  id  that  free  debates  were  the  indubitable  right 
of  the  coil1 1,  they  then  acknowledged,  that  in  an  hour  of 
temptation  fuch  adts  may  pafs  in  one  court,  as  may,  ac¬ 
cording  ro  principles  of  religion,  prudence  and  Hate  inte- 
refl,  be  reviewed,  and  upon  mature  deliberation  be  rec¬ 
tified  in  another  ;  and  in  the  cafe  then  under  confidera- 
tion,  the  court  thought  it  their  duty  to  declare,  that  fe- 
veral  exprefiions  in  the  votes  referred  to  in  the  petition 
appeared  exceptionable-;  and,  that  the  court  might  re¬ 
move  all  juft  grounds  of  grievance  in  the  hearts  of  the  re- 

*  Signed  by  J  >hn  Allin,  Thomas  Cobbet,  William  Hubbard,  Sa* 
muel  VVhiti  g,  Samuel  Whiting  junior,  J  >hn  Sherman,  Samuel  Philips, 
Samuel  Torrey,  John  Ward,  jo. in  Higginfon,  Thomas  Shepard,  An- 
fipas  Newman,  Edmund  Browne,  Thomas  Thaqher,  beaborn  Cotton. 

g  o  verend 
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i  67 1  vc rend  elders,  and  that  their  miniftry  might  not  be  made 
to  iridRXual  by  that  antiminifterial  fpirit  that  too  much  ran 

1673  trough  r^e  country,  it  was  ordered,  that  all  papers  re¬ 
ferring  to  the  cafe  fhould  be  accounted  ufelefs,  and  not 
be  improved  againft:  the  reverend  elders,  as  having  been 
the  caufe  of  God’s  dilpleafure  againft  the  country  ;  and 
whereas  many  had  taken  upon  them  to  publiflh  thefecrets 
of  the  court  in  that  cafe,  the  court  further  declared,  that 
they  knew  no  juft  caufe  of  thole  fcandaljzing  reflexions 
indefinitely  call  upon  magiftrates,  elders  and  churches, 
either  in  reference  to  the  new  church  jn  Bofton  or  other- 
wile,  and  therefore,  until  they  were  further  informed, 
they  judged  them  to  be  innocent,  calumniated  and  mifre- 
prefented.  The  court  then  profefs,  that  they  will  adhere 
to  the  primitive  ends  of  their  coming  over,  and  retain 
the  fober  principles  of  the  congregational  way  and  the 
praXice  of  their  churches,  “  in  their  pureft  and  mo  ft 
athletick  conftitution 

I  have  been  more  particular  in  relating  this  tranfac- 
tion,  becaufe  it  gives  us  a  pretty  good  idea  of  the  con¬ 
nexion  between  the  civil  and  eccidiaftical  power,  the 
churches,  notwithftanding  their  claim  to  independency, 
being  liable  to  controul  as  oft  asi their  proceedings  were 
difapproved  by  the  civil  magiftrate,  and  on  the  ether  r 
hand,  the  magiftrates,  who  were  annually  eleXed,  being 
fometimes  liable  to  be  difplaced  by  the  influence  of  the 
clergy  in  eleXions,  when  their  proceedings  were  fuppofed 
to  bear  hard  upon  the  liberties  of  the  churches,  for  the 
clergy  ftill  retained  a  great  proportion  of  the  weight  they 
had  at  the  beginning.  Indeed  parifhes  were  multiplied 
in  the  colony,  many  of  them  frnall,  and  in  new  Jettle- 
rnents.  The  ftipepds  to  the  minilters  were  leftened,  and, 
foon  after  this  time,  fome  of  th£m  complained,  as  many 
curates  do  in  England,  “  that  they  prophecied  in  fade- 

*  This  change  of  fentiments  in  the  court  was  owing  to  the  change 
of  perfons  in  the  hqufe  qf  deputies,  there  being  of  fifty  members,  the 
number  of  the  houfe  this  year,  twenty  only  who  were  of  the  houfe  the 
year  before ;  and  this  is  an  evidence  of  the  whole  colony’s  being  en- 

/  ,  #  <  {  >  N  ,  ?  *  .  V.  .  J 

gaged  in  this  dispute. 


cloth/*  Notwithftanding  this,  as  long  as  the  charter  1671 
continued,  their  influence  in  the  affairs  of  government  to 
continued,  as  we  fhall  have  further  occafion  to  obferve,  1673 

The  war  with  the  Indians,  commonly  called  Philip’s 
war,  endangered  the  very  being  of  the  colony,  arid  it  was 
a  queftion  with  feme,  whether  the  Indians  would  not 
prevail  to  a  total  extirpation  of  the  Englifh  inhabitants. 

At  the  firft  arrival  of  the  Englifh  the  Indians  were  treat¬ 
ed  with  kindnefs,  to  obtain  their  friendfhip  and  favour ; 
but  they  having  no  acquaintance  with  fire-arms,  the  Eng- 
Hfh  grew  by  degrees  lefs  apprehenfive  ot  danger,  finding 
by  means  of  corflets  or  armour,  that  they  were  not  much 
expofed  to  danger  from  bows  and  arrows  of  fo  fimple  con- 
ffrudtion  as  thofe  of  the  Indians.  The  quarrels  which 
the  Indians  had  always  been  engaged  in  amongft  them- 
felves  were  a  further  fecurity  to  the  Englifh,  who  on  the 
one  hand  endeavoured  to  reftrain  them  from  an  open  war 
with  one  another,  and  on  the  other  to  keep  up  fo  much 
contention  as  to  prevent  a  combination,  and  to  make  an 
appeal  to  the  Englifh,  as  umpires,  neceffary  from  time  to 
time.  The  Englifh,  before  their  arrival,  had  fuch  ideas 
of  the  fachems,  that  at  the  firft  meetings  refpedt  was 
fhewn  them,  in  feme  proportion  to  what  would  have  been 
required  by  the  Prince  of  a  petty  ftate  in  Europe;  but 
the  bafe  fordid  minds  of  the  beft  of  them,  and  the  little 
authority  they  had  over  their  own  fubjedts,  foon  rendered 
them  contemptible.  At  New-Plimouth,  the  governor  in 
the  firft  treaty  with  Maffafoiet,  in  1620,  acquainted  him 
that  King  Jamesconfidered  himas  hisgood  friend  and  ally. 

This  was  too  great  an  honour  for  Maffaloiet,  he  was  con¬ 
tent  to  acknowledge  the  King  to  be  his  fovereign.  The 
next  year,  the  governor  cauled  the  petty  fachems  to  fign 
an  instrument,  in  which  they  owned  themielves  to  belub- 

jedt  to  King  James  *.  Subjedts,  was  a  word  of  which  they 

had 

*  “  Sept.  13.  A.  D.  1621.  Know  all  men  by  thefe  prefents,  that 
we  whole  names  are  underwritten,  do  acknowledge  ourtelves  to  be 
the  loyal  fubjedts  of  King  James,  King  of  Grcat-Brkain,  l  rancc 


1071  -:’-o  no  precife  idea.  For  near  forty  *  years  together 
to  they  weie  under  no  great  concern,  or  of  no  long  continu- ' 
.nuc,  <n  t,. at  colony,  from  the  neighbouring  Indians,  Mafia - 
loi  .t  or  Oufa  v.equin  always  courting  the  friendfhip  of  the 
Fnghfli.  After  his  death  -f-  and  the  death  of  his  eideft  fon 
Wamfutta  or  Alexander,  Metacom  or  Philip  J  his  fecond 
ion,  a  man  of  great  fpirit,  by  hs  behaviour  railed  fufpidons 
of  a  defign  againft  the  Englifh,  but,  appearing  before  the 
court  m  PI  1  mouth  in  1662,  Ire  exprdfed  his  defire  to  con¬ 
tinue  in  friendfhip,  and  promifed,  that  he  and  his  fucceifors 
wou’d  always  remain  faithful  fubjedts  to  the  Kin^s  of 
England,  and  that  he  would  never  alienate  his  landst  and 
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and  Ireland  defender  of  the  faith,  & c.  In  witnefs  whereof,  and  as 

a  cellimorual  ot  the  fame,  we  have  fubfcribed  our  names  or  maiks  as 
jolloweth, 

Nattawahunt  Quadaquina 


Ohquamehud 


Conwacomet 

Obbatinnua 


Caunbatant 
Chickauwbut 


Huttamoiden 

Apannow.” 


Alexander  eldcft  Ton  or  MaiTafoiet,  Toon  after. his  father’s  death 
aoont  1656,  was  iufpe&ed  of  plotting  with  ^he  Naraganlets  againft 

the  Enalifh.  Mr  Inline  •  „l. .  n  *  ^ 


1  t."*  1  ,  *  f  -  r  Lis  x^ttiagamecs  avaunt 

the  Englifh,  Mr  johas  Win  flow  with  eight  or  ten  ftouc  men  armed 

took  hmi  by  ini  prize  at  a  hunting  houfeAbout  fix  miles  diftant  from 
the  bnglilh  towns,  and  carried  him  10  the  governor.  This  railed  his 
indignation  to  th.:C  degree  as  to  bring  a  (ever  upon  him  which  nut  an 

end  to  his  life  and  p]  its  together.  Philip  his  brother  a  youno  lad  fuc- 
ceeded  him  Ml .  ° 

t  MaiTafoiet  juft  before  his  death  when  he  was  treating  f,  r  the  file 
of  fome  of  his  lands  at  Swanfey,  infilled  upon  it  as  a  condition  t  at  the 
Englifh  fhouid  never  attempt  to  draw  off  any  of  his  peop  e  f  r„  their 
religion  to  chnftianity,  a:  d  would  not  recede  until  he  found  the  treaty 

would  break  oft  if  he  urged  it  any  further.  Hubbard.  1 

I  In  1662,  when  Maflaioiet’s  two  Tons  were  at  Plimouth,  the  o0- 
vernor  gave  them  their  Englifh  names.  The  Indian  in  general  wt  e 
fond  or  having  names  given  to  them.  Their  father  never  took  a,  Eng- 
lifh  name.  1  hihp  was  charged  by  the  Englifh  with  being  no'  onfy 
haughty  but  perfidious  and  impious.  7 hey  charged  him  with  -r.de 
and  ambition,  in  a  p, ring  to  the  fovereignty  of  a  country  which  he 
would  have  enjoyed  as  his  inheritance  if  they  had  not  prevented  ;  with 
perfidy  in  breaking  prom, fes  made  whilft  under  reflraint  and  in  the 
power  of  thofe  to  whom  they  were  made ;  and  with  impiety  in  refufing 
to  receive  bis  religion  from  his  enemies.  ° 


never 


never  make  war  with  any  other  Indians  without  the  privity  i 
and  allowance  of  the  government  of  New-Piimouth  *. 
The  Indians  within  the  Maffachulets  bounds  were  not  un-  i 
der  one  general  fachem,  but  divided  into  fimalkr  cantons. 
Thefe,  one  after  another,  were  brought  to  acknowledge 
their  fubjedtion  to  the  Mafiachufets  government,  particu¬ 
larly  in  1643,  when  danger  was  apprehended  from  the 
Naraganfets,  five  fachems  fubjedted  themfelves  by  the 
fame  inftrument"f\  Befides  rules  and  orders  which  they 
were  encouraged  to  make  for  their  own  government  tor 
any  ofience  againft  the  Englifh  they  were  punifhed  by  the 
Englifh  laws,  and  fo  likewife  for  any  capital  or  heinous  of¬ 
fence  among  themfelves.  The  cafe  of  a  fquaw  convidted 
of  adultery  was  referred  to  the  elders,  for  advice  whether 
Ihe  fhouid  die  or  not.  They  were  merciful  to  her,  and 
fhe  efcaped  with  afmart  whipping.  Notwithftanding  the 
laws  to  reftrain  all  perfons  from  telling  guns  or  ammuni¬ 
tion  to  the  Indians,  they  were  generally  furniihed  with 
both,  and  were  become  good  markfmen. 

In  '.670  the  Pokanoket  or  Philip’s  Indians  were  again 
fufpedted  by  their  frequent  aflfembling  together,  by  fixing 
up  their  guns,  grinding  tr  eir  hatchets,  and  other  prepara¬ 
tions,  and  by  infults  offered  to  the  Englifh  m  diherent 

*  However  it  may  be  queftioned  whether  this  was  a  reafonable  re- 
quifition,  feme  of  the  terms  of  it  were  plain  and  well  itnuerilood. 

t  We  have  and  by  thele  prefent;,  do,  voluntarily  and  without  any 
conftrain  or  pertualion.  out  of  our  own  free  motion,  put  ourfelve  4  our 
fuojee  3,  lands,  and  eftates  under  the  government  and  j  irildidiion  of 
the  lets,  to  be  governed  and  prote&ed  by  them  according  to 

theis  juft  I  vs  and  orders  io  far  as  we  ihall  be  made  capable  or  under- 
ftandfi  g  them  ;  and  we  co  promife  for  ourfelves  and  all  our  fubjects 
and  all  o  ;r  poll  rity,  to  be  true  and  faithful  to  thefaid  government  and 
aiding  to  the  n  a  ntenance  thereof  to  our  bed  ability,  and  from  time 
to  time  to  give  fpeedy  notice  of  any  confpiracy,  attempt  or  evil  inten¬ 
tion  oi  any,  or  wiiich  we  (hall  know  or  hear  of  againft  the  fame,  at  d 
we  do  promiie  to  be  willing,  from  time  to  time,  to  be  inftrudted  in  the 
knowledge  and  worftiip  of  God.  In  witnefs  whereof  we  have  here¬ 
unto  put  our  hands  the  8th  of  the  firft  month  1645-4. 

Cutchamacke  Naftiowanon  Woftamegon. 

.  Mafkanomct  Squaw  Sachem 

>  -  '.•> 


places. 
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I  ,  , 

5671  places,  to  be  meditating  a  genera!  war.  The  government 
to  of  Plimouth,  in  March,  fent  mefiengers  to  them  to  inquire 
1673  into  the  reafon  ot  this  behaviour,  and  at  the  fame  time 
wrote  to  the  Maflfachufets,  acquainting  them  therewith. 
,  The  governor  and  magi  fixates,  always  averfe  to  an  open 
breach,  immediately  difpatched  their  own  mefiengers*  to 
Taunton,  to  prevent  a  war  if  pofiible,  which  Plimouth 
had  intimated  that  they  fhould  be  obliged  to  begin,  if  they 
could  not  otherwife  bring  the  Indians  to  reafon.  They 
met  at  Taunton,  the  13th  of  April,  where  the  gover¬ 
nor  f  and  two  other  of  Plimouth  gentlemen  J  met  with 
them,  and  whilft  they  were  in  conference  and  examining 
witnefies  concerning  the  behaviour  of  the  Indians,  the 
governor  received  a  mefiage  from  Philip,  fignifying  that 
he  was  at  three  mile  river,  and  that  he  defired  the  gover¬ 
nor  to  come  up  thither  to  fpeak  with  him.  The  gover¬ 
nor  returned  anfwer§  that  he  was  at  Taunton  ready  for  a 
treaty,  and  expefted  Philip  to  come  to  him,  promifing 
fecurity.  Philip  refufed  to  move,  until  two  of  the  go¬ 
vernor’s  mefiengers  ||  offered  to  remain  as  hofiages,  and 
then  he  declined  coming  into  the  town,  and  relbived  to 
go  on  as  far  as  the  mill,  with  all  his  men  in  arms,  de¬ 
firing  the  governor  to  come  to  him  there.  This  return 
was  made  to  the  governor,  with  further  intelligence  that 
Philip  was  on  the  march  with  all  his  men  in  arms,  and 
foon  after  he  appeared  ac  the  mill,  placing  centinels 
round  a  hill  near  to  it,  but  fent  no  mefiage  into  the  town. 
Some  within  the  town  were  for  attacking  him,  but  the 
Mafiachufets  commifiioners  were  afraid  of  the  event  and 
would  not  conf'ent  to  it.  All  agreed,  that  the  governor 
fhould  not  condefcend  to  go  out  to  him.  At  length  the 
Mafiachufets  commifiioners  offered  to  go  out  and  try  to 
perfuade  him  to  come  in.  At  fir  ft  he  was  unwilling,  and 
his  counfellors  declared  he  fhould  not  go,  but  finally  he 
confented,  provided  his  men  might  go  with  him,  they  to 

*  William  Davis,  Will  ism  Hudfon,  and  Thomas  Brattle. 

■f  Mr.  Prince,  t  Mr.  Jofias  Window,  and  Conitant  Soutlnvorth. 

§  By  old  Roger  Williams  and  fome  others. 

II  Mr.  Williams  and  Mr,  Brown* 

be 
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be  on  one  fideof  the  meeting-houfe,  and  the  Englifh  on  1671 
the  other.  Philip  denied  that  he  had  any  further  pur-  to 
pofe  in  bringing  his  men  together  and  arming  them,  than  1673 
to  defend  himfelf  from  any  attacks  which  might  be  made 
by  the  Naraganiet  Indians,  feme  of  whom  had  been  en¬ 
gaged  in  quarrels  with  fome  of  his  people;  but,  upon 
enquiry,  it  appeared,  that  he  was  on  better  terms  with 
the  Naraganfets  than  ever  before,  and  plentiful  evidence 
being  produced  of  his  preparations  both  of  ammunition 
and  provifions,  and  of  parties  of  his  men  being  deftined 
for  the  attack  of  Taunton,  Seaconk,  and  other  places, 
he  was  confounded  and  made  a  full  confeffion.  Such  im¬ 
provement  was  made  of  it  by  the  commifiioners  that 
they  required  of  him  latisfaftion  for  pad  damages  and 
fecurity  againft  future  injuries.  The  fir  ft  was  not  long 
infilled  on,  but  with  refpedt  to  the  latter,  he  was  pre¬ 
vailed  on  to  deliver  up  what  Englifh  arms  he  then  had 
with  him,  being  about ‘70  guns,  and  to  promife  to  fend 
in  the  remainder  in  a  few  days.  A  writing  was  alio 
drawn  up,  which  he  confented  to  fign,  acknowledging  his 
pad  breach  of  faith,  and  promifing  future  fidelity  *. 

The  lofsof  fo  many  guns  mud  have  been  grievous  to 
Philip,  at  a  time  when  he  only  waited  a  good  opportunity 
pf  falling  upon  the  Englifh.  His  lubmitting  to  the  ac- 

know- 


*  “  Taunton,  12th  April  1671.  Whereas  my  father,  my  brother, 
and  myfelf,  have  formerly  fubmitted  ourfelveo,  our  country,  and  our 
people  unto  the  King’s  Majefty  of  England  and  colonv  of  New  I'll- 
mouth,  by  folemn  covenant  under  our  hands,  but  I  having  of  late, 
through  my  indiferetion  and  the  naughtinefs  of  my  heart,  violated 
and  broken  this  my  covenant  with  my  friends,  by  taking  up  arms 
with  evil  intent  againft  them,  and  that  groundlefsly,  and  being 
now  deeply  fenfible  of  my  unfaithfulnefs  and  folly,  deiire  at  this  time 
fo’emnly  to  renew  my  covenant  with  my  ancient  friends  and  my  fa¬ 
ther’s  friends  above  mentioned,  and  do  defire  this  may  teftify  to  the 
world  againft  me,  if  ever  1  (hall  again  fail  in  my  faitldulnefs  towards 
them  ((hat  1  have  now  and  at  all  times  found  fo  kind  to  me)  or  any 
ether  of  the  Englifh  colonies.  And  as  a  real  pledge  of  my  true  in¬ 
tention,  for  the  future  to  be  faithful  and  friendly,  I  do  freely  engage 
to  refjgn  up  to  the  government  of  New-Plimouth  all  my  Englifh  arms, 

to  be  kept  by  them  for  their  fecurity,  lb  long  as  they  Hull  iee  reafon. 
r  1  1,1  For 


/ 
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1671  knowledgment  in  writing  was  of  no  confequence.  The 
to  Indians,  in  general,  will  promife  any  thing  required  of 
1^73  to  remove  an  impending  danger,  or  to  procure  an 
immediate  benefit,  and  they  regard  fuch  piomifes  not  a 
minute  longer  than  it  is  for  their  advantage  to  do  it. 
When  Philip  was  at  liberty  he  thought  no  more  of  his 
engagements,  the  guns  were  not  brought  in,  and  he  him- 
felf  refilled  to  come  toPiimouth,  when  required.  Many 
firange  Indians  reforted  to  him.  On  the  2.3d  of  Auguft 
Mr.  Morton,  fecrctarv,  in  the  name  of  the  court  of  Pli- 
mouth,  wrote  to  the  MafTachufets  governor,  to  be  com¬ 
municated  to  the  council,  acquainting  him  that  they  had 
fummoned  Philip  to  appear  on  the  13th  of  September, 
that,  if  he  did  not  do  it,  they  had  determined,  on  the  20th 
to  lend  out  forces  to  reduce  him  ro  reafon,  unlefs  better 
rea'on  fhould  feafonably  appear  to  them,  by  the  Maffa- 
chufets  advice,  to  prevent  it  *,  that^t  was  a  common  caufe, 
and  they  fhould  well  accept  of  "afliftance  $  but  it  was 
plainly  intimated,  that  if  aid  fliould  be  refufed  they 
would  engage  alone.  Philip  happened  to  come  toBofton, 

-  with  his  counfellors,  the  fame  day  the  letter  was  received, 
and  reprefented  his  cafe  fo  favourably  to  the  g  >vtrnor 
and  council,  that,  in  their  anfwer  to  Piimouth,  they 
urged  that  government  ro  refer  the  difference  between 
Philip  and  them  to  commiflioners  from  the  MafTachufets 
and  Connecticut*.  Piimouth  declined  this  propofai,  and 
infilled  on  Philip’s  appearance  at  the  time  propofecif, 

but 


/ 


lor  the  true  performance  of  the  premifes  I  have  hereunto  fet  my  hand, 
together  with  the  relt  of  my  council. 


In  the  prefence  of 
Wm,  Davis 
Wm.  Hudfon 
Tho.  Brattle, 


The  mark  of  Philip  chief  fachem  P 
The  mark  of  Tacdoe  V 
The  mark  of  Capt.  Wifpsfh  T 
The  mark  of  Woukaponkanet  T 
The  mark  of  Nimrod  L. 


'*  At  this  time  there  was  a  breach  in  the  union  between  the  colonies 
frem  forne  mifunderftanding0,  but  the  ne^tyear  1672  it  was  healed,  and 
fome  alterations  made  in  the  articles. 


t  The. nature  of  Philip’s  lubjedion  to  the  government  of  Piimouth 
was  enquired  into,  upon  this  occafion,  by  the  MaiTachufets.  They 

fay 
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but  finally  the  Maflachufets  declaring  that  there  did  not  1671 
appear  fufficient  grounds  for  commencing  hoftilities,  to 
Plimouth  confented  to  give  Philip  further  time  until  the  1673 
26th,  promifed  him  fafe  condudt,  and  defired  com- 
miflioners  from  Maflachufets  and  Connecticut  to  be  pre- 
fent  and  give  advice.  Whilft  Philip  was  at  Bofton  he 
engaged  that  he  would  not  enter  into  a  quarrel  with  Pii- 


fay  in  their  letter  of  the  8th  of  September,  "  We  do  not  underftand 
how  far  he  hath  fubjeded  himfelf  to  you,  but  the  treatment  you 
te  have  given  him  and  proceedings  towards  him  do  not  render  him 
“  fuch  <Tfubjed,  as  that,  if  there  be  not  a  prefent  anfwering  to  fum- 
((  mons,  there  fhould  prefently  be  a  proceeding  to  hoflilities  ;  and  the 
<e  fword  once  drawn  and  dipped  in  blood  may  make  him  as  indepen- 
*e  dent  upon  you,  as  you  are  upon  him.”  Notwithftanuing,  that  in 
the  treaties  from  time  to  time,  the  Indians  have  acknowledged  thern- 
felves  fubjeds  to  the  Kings  of  England,  yet  they  Hill  retained,  in 
their  idea  of  fubjedion,  a  degree  of  independency  which  Enghfh  lub- 
jeds  have  no  pretence  to.  The  Six  Nations  go  no  farther  than  to  call 
the  great  King  their  father.  They  never  call  themfelves  fubjeds. 
When  Philip  was  at  Boflon,  in  1671,  and  the  letters,  which  had  been 
received  from  Plimouth,  were  read  to  him,  he  exprefled  himielf  be¬ 
fore  the  governor  and  council  as  follows :  <e  That  his  predeceffors  had 
been  friendly  with  Plimouth  governors,  and  an  engagement  of  that 
Ci  nature  was  made  by  his  father  and  renewed  by  his  brother,  and 
“  (when  he  took  the  government)  by  himfelf,  but  they  were  only 
Cs  agreements,  for  amity  and  not  for  fubjedion  any  further,  as  he  ap- 
prebends  ;  he  defired  to  fee  a  copy  of  the  engagement  they  fpealc 
ie  of,  and  that  the  governor  of  the  Maffachufets  Would  procure  it 
“  for  him.  Pie  knew  not  that  they  were  fubjeds.  Praying  Indians 
<c  were  fubjeds  to  Maflachufets  and  had  officers  and  magiilrates  ap- 
“  pointed,  they  had  no  fuch  thing  with  them,  and  therefore  were  not 
“  fubjed.”  ("Maffachufets  files.)  In  the  feveral  treaties  between  the 
Maflachufets  and  the  Eaftern  Indians,  from  Sir  William  Phips’s  treaty 


in  1693  down  to  the  lafl  treaty  of  peace  in  1749,  the  Indians  have 
always  acknowledged  fubjedion  to  the  crown  Oi  England  ;  notwith- 
[landing  fuch  agreements,  they  have  remained  as  independent  of  the 
Maflachufets  government  as  they  were  before  any  treaty  was  made 
with  them.  When  they  call  the  King  their  Sovereign,  perhaps  they 
have  noother  idea  than  the  Six  Nations  have  when  they  call  him  fa¬ 
ther.  It  is  indeed  at  this  day  of  no  other  importance  than  a  rnatrcr 
nf  meer  fpeculation,  the  eaftern  Indians,  the  fubjed  of  thele  treaties, 
if  the  remains  of  all  their  tribes  were  colled cd  into  one,  not  deserving 
:he  name  of  a  nation,  and  in  a  few  years  more  they  will  be  extin, ft. 


mouth, 
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1671  mouth,  until  he  had  firft  addreflfed  himfelf  to  the  Mafia- 


to  chufets  for  advice  and  approbation. 

1675  The  mediators  met  at  Plimouth,  and  matters  feemed 
to  be  accommodated  ;  Philip  figned  to  fuch  articles  as  it 
was  thought  reafonable  hefhould  do,  whichwere  as  follows: 

“  WE  Philip  and  my  council,  and  my  fubjedb,  do 
acknowledge  ourielves  lubjed  to  his  Majefly  the  King 
of  England  and  the  government  of  New-Plimcuth,  and 
to  their  laws. 

2dly.  I  am  willing,  and  do  promife,  to  pay  unto  the 
government  of  Plimouth  one  hundred  pounds  in  fuch 
things  as  I  have,  but  I  would  intreat  the  favour  that  I 
might  have  three  years  to  pay  it  in,  forafmuch  as  I  can¬ 
not  do  it  at  prefent. 

44  3dly.  I  do  promife  to  fend  unto  the  governor,  or 
whom  he  fhall  appoint,  five  wolves  heads,  if  I  can  get 
them,  or  as  many  as  I  can  procure,  until  they  come  to 
five  wolves  yearly. 

44  4thly.  If  any  difference  fall  between  the  Englifh  and 
myfelfand  people,  then  I  do  promife  to  repair  to  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  Plimouth,  to  redtify  the  difference  amongft  us. 

44  5thly.  I  do  promife  not  to  make  war  with  any,  but 
with  the  governor’s  approbation  of  Plimouth. 

44  6thly.  I  promife  not  to  difpofe  of  any  of  the  lands 
that  I  have  at  prefenr,  but  by  the  approbation  of  the  go¬ 
vernor  of  Plimouth, 

44  For  the  true  performance  of  the  premifes,  I  the  faid 
Sacheni,  Philip  of  Pawkamauket,  do  hereby  bind  myfelf 
and  fuch  of  my  council  as  are  prefent,  ourfelves,  our 
heirs,  our  fucceffors,  faithfully.  In  witnels  whereof  we 
have  hereunto  iubfcribed  our  hands,  the  day  and  year 


above  written  *. 

44  In  the  pefence  of 
thecourtand  divers 
of  the  gentlemen  of 
the  Maffachufets 
and  Connedlicut.” 


The  mark  P  of  Philip  the 
Sachem  of  Pawkamauket 
The  mark  ?  of  Uncompan 
The  mark  [of  Wo  toko  m 
The  mark  7  of  Samkana. 

The 


*  There  is  no  date  to  the  printed  articles  in  Mr.  Hubbard’s  hiftory 
of  the  war. 


A  n 
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t  *  m  • 

The  Englifh  have  been  charged,  by  fome  writers,  with  1671 
a6ts  of  injuftice  to  the  Indians,  which  have  provoked  to 
them  and  occafioned  the  frequent  wars.  There  have  1673 
been  many  inftances  of  abufes  offered  to  particular  per- 
fons  among  the  Indians,  by  evil  minded  Englifhmen,  and 
the  inhabitants  of  fome  parts  of  the  province  which  have 
fuffered  moft  by  Indian  cruelties,  may  have  been  under 
too  ftrong  prejudices,  and,  by  this  means,  offenders, 
when  brought  upon  trial,  may  have  been  acquitted  by 
too  favourable  juries.  We  are  too  apt  to  confider  the 
Indians  as  a  race  of  beings  by  nature  inferior  to  us,  and 
born  to  fervitude.  Philip  was  a  man  of  high  fpirit,  and 
could  not  bear  to  fee  the  Englifh  of  New-Plimouth  ex¬ 
tending  their  fettlements  over  the  dominions  of  his  ancef- 
tors  ;  and  although  his  father  had,  at  one  time  or  other, 
conveyed  to  them  all  that  they  were  poffeffed  of,  yet  he 
had  fenfe  enough,  to  diftinguifh  a  free  voluntary  co¬ 
venant  from  one  made  under  a  fort  of  dureffe,  and  he 
could  never  reft  until  he  brought  on  the  war  which  ended 
in  his  deftruftion.  The  eaftern  wars  have  been  caufed  by 
the  attachment  of  thofe  Indians  to  the  French,  who  have 
taken  all  opportunities  of  exciting  them  to  hoftilities 
againft  the  Englifh. 

From  1671  to  1674*  we  meet  with  no  tranfaftion  of  1674 
moment  relating  to  the  Indians,  but  it  is  affirmed  that  to 
Philip  was  all  this  time  ufing  meafures  to  engage  the  In-  1676 

dians 


An  Englifhman  was  found  dead,  having  been  (hot  through  the 
body,  in  Dedham  woods,  in  tiie  fpring  of  the  year  1671  ;  an  In¬ 
dian,  the  fuppofed  murderer,  was  taken  and  irnprifoned,  whether 
executed  or  not  I  do  not  find,  bat  it  kept  the  colony  in  an  alarm  for 
fome  time. 

*  In  May  167*2,  the  union  between  the  three  colonies,  being  re¬ 
newed  by  commifiioners,  was  ratified  by  the  general  court  at 
Bofton.  They  were  to  meet  now  but  once  in  three  years,  unlefs  upon 
extraordinary  occafions.  7  he  proportion  of  men  for  any  general 
fervice  was  fettled  for  15  years  to  come  as  follows,,  viz.  Maflachufets 
1,00,  Plimouth  30,  Connecticut  60. 

May  2.8th  1672  War  was  proclaimed  againft  the  Dutch  in  Bofton,. 
in  conlequence  of  the  King’is  declaration  of  war  publifhed  in  Eng¬ 
land.  This  was  the  full  inftance  of  any  public  declaration  of  war 

in 
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i674caans  In  all  parts  of  New-England  to  unite  again  ft  the 
Erglifh.  I  he  Indians  about  Hadley  confefted  fuch  a  plot. 
I  he  Naraganfets  had  engaged  to  bring  four  thoufand 
men.  This  could  not'  be  done  immediately.  The 
Lnglifh  were  upon  the  watch.  Some  fire-arms  had  been 
taken  from  the  Indians.  To  provide  fufficient  arms,  am¬ 
munition  and  provifions,  whilft  under  fufpiciorv  was  a 
work  of  time.  They  did  not  expedt  to  be  prepared  before 
the  fpring  of  1676,  but  Philip  precipitated  his  own  na¬ 
tion  and  his  allies  into  a  war,  before  they  were  prepared. 
This  was  evident  from  the  diftradtion  of  the  Indians  in  all 
parts  of  New-England,  upon  the  firft  news  of  the  diftur- 

in  the  colony.  In  the  Dutch  wars,  in  the  time  of  the  parliament 
and  Cromwell,  and  in  the  former  war  after  the  rettoration,  until 
forces  came  to  reduce  the  Manhados,  correfpondence  and  com¬ 
merce  continued  between  the  colonies,  notwithttanding  the  war  in 
Europe. 

March  21ft  1673,  the  cattle  at  the  entrance  of  Botton  harbour, 
being  of  timber,  was  burnt  down  by  accident.  A  new  fortrefs  of 
flone  was  eroded,  faid  then  to  be  a  ttrong  work. 

In  Auguft  the  fame  year  advice  came  to  Botton  that  the  Dutch,  af¬ 
ter  taking  feveral  ttiips  at  Virginia,  had  poflefled  themfelves  of  New- 
York,  whilft  Col.  Lovelace  the  governor  was  at  New-Haven,  and 
that  the  Dutch  force  was  bound  further  northward.  This  intelligence 
caufed  a  great  alarm  in  the  colony.  The  cattle  having  been  deftroy- 
ed  no?  long  before,  Botton  was  lefs  capable  of  defence.  The  belt 
preparations  were  made  which  could  be  made.  The  Dutch  fleet  re¬ 
turned  to  Europe. 

This  acquifition  was  accidental,  according  to  the  account  given  by 
the  Dutch  at  New-York.  Four  Hollanders  and  three  Zealanders 
met  off  Marti nico,  one  fide  with  French  the  other  Englifh  colours, 
and  prepared  to  ttghr^  until  by  hoifting  their  proper  colours  they 
better  undcrftood  one  another.  They  then  joined  together  and 
agreed  upon  an  expedition  to  Virginia  and  New-York.  The  Dutch 
Guinea  fleet  was  intended  for  the  fame  fervice,  but  thefe  other  fliips 
faved  them  the  trouble.  MS,  Accourt  of  a  tneffage  from  Hartford  to 
Nccw-Tork. 

A  collodion  was  made  in  1672  for  rebuilding  Harvard-college, 
amounting  to  1895  1.  2s.  c)d.  The  town,  of  Botton  gathered 
800L  of  which  100  1.  was  given  by  Sir  Thomas  Temple,  as  tfue  a 
gentleman,  fays  Doctor  Mather,  as  ever  fat  foot  on  the  American 
ftrand. 
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banre  from  Philip.  They  were  amazed,- not  knowingi674 
which  way  to  turn,  fometimes  ready  to  declare  for  the 
Engiifh,  as  they  had  been  ufed  to  do  in  the  former  con- 
tefts  with  Philip,  at  other  times  inclining  to  join  with 
Philip,  as  firft  or  laft  moth  of  them  did.  The  war  was 
hurried  on  by  a  piece  of  revenge,  which  Philip  caufed  to 
be  taken  upon  John  Saufaman,  a  praying  Indian.  Pie  had 
been  bred  up  in  the  profeflion  of  the  Chriftian  religion, 
was  fome  time  at  the  college,  and  afterwards  employed 
as  a  fchoolmafter  atNatick,  but,  upon  fome  mifdemeanor, 
fled  to  Philip,  who  made  him  his  fecretary  and  chief 
counfellor  and  confident.  After  remaining  fome  years 
with  Philip,  Mr.  Eliot  the  Indian  evangelift,  who  had  been 
his  fpiritual  father,  prevailed  with  him  to  return  to  the 
chriftian  Indians  at  Natick,  where  he  manifefted  public 
repentance  for  his  apoftafy  and  became  a  preacher,  and 
conformed  more  to  the  Engiifh  manners  than  any  other 
Indian.  In  the  year  1674,  Saufaman  upon  fomeoccafion 
went  to  Namafket,  (Middleborough)  where  he  fell  into 
company  with  fome  of  Philip’s  Indians,  and  with  Philip 
himfelf.  There,  he  difcovered,  by  feveral  circumftances, 
that  the  Indians  were  plotting  againft  the  Engiifh.  He 
informed  the  governor  what  he  had  difcovered,  and  told 
him,  that  if  he  fhould  be  known  to  be  the  informer  it 
would  coft  him  his  life.  It  was  not  long  after  that  Saufa¬ 
man  was  met  by  three  or  four  Indians  upon  a  frozen  pond, 
they  knocked  him  down  and  put  him  under  the  ice,  leav¬ 
ing  his  gun  and  hat  upon  the  ice  to  make  the  world  be¬ 
lieve  that  he  accidentally  tel!  in  and  was  drowned.  When 
the  body  was  found  and  taken  up,  the  wounds  appeared 
upon  his  head.  An  Indian  happened  to  be  upon  an  hill 
at  a  diflance,  and  faw  the  murder  committed.  He  con¬ 
cealed  it  for  fome  time,  but  at  length  difcovered  it.  1  he 
murderers  were  apprehended,  tried  upon  the  Indian’s  tef- 
timony  and  other  circumftances,  convidted  and  executed, 
two  of  them  denying  the  fa£t  to  the  laft,  the  third,  when 
he  came  to  die,  confefiing  he  was  a  fpeftator  of  the  mur¬ 
der  committed  by  the  other  two.  This  trial  was  at  Pli- 

X  mouth 
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1675 mouth  in  June  1675  Philip,  enraged  to  fee  the  imme¬ 
diate  adtors  brought  to  punifhment  by  the  Englifh  laws, 
and  expecting  that  it  would  be  his  own  turn  next,  being 
confcious  that  the  murderers  were  employed  by  him,  took 
no  pains  to  exculpate  himfelf,  but  gathered  what  ftrangers 
he  could,  and,  together  with  his  own  men,  marched  them 
up  and  down  the  country  in  arms.  The  Englifh  of  Plimouth 
ordered  a  military  watch  in  every  town,  but  took  no  other 
notice  of  the  Indians  behaviour,  hoping,  that  when  Philip 
faw  no  meafures  were  ufed  for  apprehending  him,  the 
threatened  dorm  would  blow  over,  as  it  had  done  feveral 
times  before.  But  the  Indians  coming  in  to  him  from  feve- 
ral  quarters,  gave  him  frefh  courage,  and  he  behaved  with 
infolence,  firft  threatening  the  Englifh  at  Swanzey,  then 
.  killing  Tome  of  their  cattle,  and  at  length  rifling  their 
houfes  .  An  Engiifhman  was  fo  provoked,  that  he  fired 
upon  an  Indian  and  wounded  him  J.  June  24th,  in  the 
morning,  one  of  the  inhabitants  of  Rehoboth  was  fired 
upon  by  a  party  of  Indians,  and  the  hilt  of  his  fword  fhoc 
off§.  The  fame  day  in  the  afternoon,  being  a  faft,  as 
Swanzey  people  were  coming  from  publick  worfhip,  the 


*  Mr.  Window,  governor  of  Plimouth,  writes  to  Mr.  Leveret, 
the  Maflachufets  governor,  July  4,  1675. — “  I  do  folemnly  profefs 
we  know  not  any  thing,  from  us,  that  might  put  Philip  upon  thefe 
motions,  nor  have  heard  that  he  pretends  to  have  differed  any 
wrong  from  us,  fave  only,  that  we  had  killed  fome  Indians,  and 
intended  to  fend  for  himfelf  for  the  murder  of  John  Saufaman. 
The  lad  that  was  executed  this  week  confeffed  that  he  faw  the  other 
two  do  the  murder.  Neither  had  we  any  thoughts  to  command 
him  in  about  it.'”  This  addon  of  Philip,  in  procuring  the  death  of 
Saufaman,  has  always  been  pronounced  to  be  a  mod  heinous 
crime.  Philip  no  doubt  conddered  him  as  a  traitor  and  renegade, 
who  had  judly  forfeited  his  life.  The  Indians  left  murderers  to 
the  revenge  of  relations  and  friends,  but  punilhed  traitors  by  pub¬ 
lic  execution. 


f  In  1671,  he  confefied  that  he  intended  to  provoke  the  Englifh 
to  begin  with  him  fird.  At  this  time,  a  whimfical  opinion  pre¬ 
vailed,  that  the  fide  which  did  the  fird  execution  would  finally  be 
conquered. 

%  This  is  faid  to  be  the  find  gun.  (Hubbard.) 

}  Governor  Win  flow’s  letter  24  th  of  June. 

Indians 
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Indians  attacked  them,  killed  one  and  wounded  others, \6j$ 
and  killed  two  men  who  were  going  for  a  furgeon,  befet 
a  houfe,  in  another  part  of  the  town,  and  there  murdered 
fix  more.  The  Maiiachufets,  before  this,  had  determined 
to  raife  100  men  for  the  afiiftance  of  Plimouth-,  but,  before 
they  marched,  it  was  thought  beft  to  fend  meffengers  to 
Philip  at  Mount  Hope  *,  to  divert  him  from  his  defign  if 
poffible  *,  but  the  meffengers  feeing  fome  of  the  Swanzey 
men  lying  murdered  in  the  road,  did  not  think  it  fafe  to 
go  any  further,  and  returned  as  faft  as  they  could  with 
this  intelligence  to  Bolton.  On  the  26th,  a  foot  company 
under  Capt.  Henchman,  and  a  troop  under  Capt.  Prentice* 
marched  from  Bofton  towards  Mount  Hope,  and  were 
overtaken  by  another  company  of  1 10  volunteers  under 
Capt.  Mofelyi~,  and  all  arrived  at  Swanzey  the  2  8th,  where 
they  found  Plimouth  forces  under  Capt.  Cudworth.  They 
made  the  minifter’s  houfe,  (Mr.  Miles  J)  near  the  bridge, 
their  head-quarters.  About  a  dozen  of  the  troop  went 
immediately  over  the  bridge,  where  they  were  fired  upon 
from  out  of  the  bufhes,  one  killed  and  one  wounded* 
This  action  drew  the  body  of  the  Englifh  forces  after  the 
enemy,  whom  they  purfued  a  mile  or  two  until  they  took 
to  a  fwamp,  killing  about  half  a  dozen  of  them.  Philip 
thought  it  beft  to  quit  his  ftation  at  Mount  Plope.  A  day 
or  two  after,  Major  Savage  §  being  arrived  with  more  forces 


*  Philip’s  chief  feat  of  government  was  at  Mount  Hope  ;  but  he- 
rcmoved  to  other  places  for  hunting  and  hilling,  particularly  to 
Namalket  or  Middleborough  ;  and  he  had  a  hunting  houle  in 
Taunton,  near  a  fwamp  or  pond  called  the  Fowling  Pond,  which 
has  been  fince  fet  off  from  Taunton,  and  with  other  lands  made  a 
town  by  the  name  of  Raynham.  In  1763,  a  jury  which  went  to 
view  fome  controverted  bounds,  were  fatished  that  they  had  dis¬ 
covered  the  ruins  of  Philip’s  houfe,  and  the  hearth  where  he  ufed 
to  cook,  covered  over  with  earth,  the  coals  remaining  intire  to  that 


time. 

f  Mofely  had  been  an  old  privateerer  at  Jamaica, 
fuch  as  were  called  Bucaneers. 


probably  of 


j  This  was  the  Baptill  miniller  mentioned  page  228. 

§  Mr.  Jofeph  Dudley,  then  member  for  Ro^ury,  afterwards 
governor  of  the  province,  accompanied  him. 

T  2 
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I^75^rom  Boflon,  and  a  general  command,  marched  into  the  In¬ 
dian  towns  *  which  they  found  deferted,with  marks  of  great 
hafte.  They  difcovered  Philip’s  wigwam  amonsft  the 
reft.  They  met  with  none  of  the  enemy.  The  next 
day,  they  returned  to  their  head-quarters  at  Swanzey.  It 
is  not  my  defign  to  enter  into  every  minute  circum- 
ftance  of  the  war~f\  The  Maffachufets  government  fent 
Capt.  Hutchinfon  as  their  commiftioner  to  treat  with  the 
Naraganfets'j;.  It  was  thought  convenient  to  do  it  fword 

in 

*  They  palled  through  many  fields  of  corn.  Hubbard. 

*f  -A  letter  to  Loncion  mentions  an  inflance  of  heroifm  in  a  maid 
fervant  of  one  Mr.  Minot  of  Dorcheiter.  She  was  left  at  home, 
upon  a  Lord’s  day  in  July,  when  an  Indian  came  to  the  door,  and 
finding  it  fhut,  attempted  the  window.  When  fhe  perceived  it, 
fhe  hid  two  young  children  fhe  had  with  her  under  two  brafs  kettles, 
and  ran  up  flairs  and  charged  a  mufket ;  but  the  Indian  was  quicker 
than. fhe  was,  and  fired  firfl,  and  miiTed  her.  She  fired,  and  fhot 
him  in  the  fhouldei.  He  was  not  fo  difabled  as  to  give  over  liis 
oeugn  ;  but  fhe  had  refolution  enough,  as  he  was  entering-  the 
window,,  to  clap  a  fliovel  full  of  live  coals  to  his  face,  which 
caufed  him  to  fiee,  and  marked  him  fo,  that  he  was  known  when 
found  dead  in  die  woods  at  five  miles  diflance.  The  fame  letter 
takes  notice  of  Cornellis,  a  Dutchman,  under  fentence  cf  death  for 
piracy,  but  pardoned  on  condition  of  enliflmo-.  He  purfued 
“  Philip  fo  hard,  that  he  got  his  cap,  and  now  wears  it.  The  ge¬ 
neral  finding  him  a  brave  man,  fent  him  with  a  command  of 
<£  twelve  men  to  fcout,  with  orders  to  return  in  three  hours  on 
pain  of  death.  He  met  60  Indians  haling  their  canoes  afhorc  : 
lie  ki  led  13 »  and  took  8  alive,  and  purfued  the  reft  as  far  as  he 
“  could  go  for  fwamps,  and,  on  his  return,  burnt  all  the  canoes. 
The  exploit  took  up  eight  hours.  A  council  of  war  was  called, 
and  Cornellis  was  again  fentenced  to  die  for  breach  of  orders, 
but  a  fecond  time  received  his  pardon  ;  and  a  fhort  time  after 

“  was  fent  out  on  the  like  defign,  and  brought  in  12  Indians  alive, 
<e  and  two  fealps.” 

t  “  Wc  do  judge  that  it  will  be  of  abfolute  necefiity  to  put  all 
the  Indians,  that  are  neighbouring  to  the  Englifh,  to  the  tefl  of  their 
fidelity.  ,fi  tney  defire  our  rriencifhip,  they  muff  not  harbour  or 
nourifli  any  that  are  our  declared  enemies  ;  but  in  cafe  that  Philip 
or  any  of  his. men,  women,  or  children  be  Bed  to  them,  that  they 
forthwith  deliver  them  up,  and  alfo  that  they  fend  hofla-es  for  our 
fecurity,  and  do  join  with  us  in  the  purfuit  and  conquefl  of  their 
and  our  enemy  ;  this  we  judge  to  be  juit  and  equal,  as  well  as 

neceflarv. 
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if 

in  hand,  therefore  all  the  forces  marched  into  the  Nara-1675 
ganfet  country.  Connecticut,  afterwards,  fent  two  gen¬ 
tlemen  in  behalf  of  that  government,  and  on  the  1 5th  of 
July,  they  came  to  an  agreement  with  the  Naraganfet  In¬ 
dians,  who  favoured  Philip  in  their  hearts,  and  waited  only 
a  convenient  opportunity  to  declare  openly  for  him  ;  but, 
whilfl  the  army  was  in  their  country,  were  obliged  to 
fubmit  to  the  terms  impofed  upon  them 

As 

neceffary. — We  have  commiffioned  Capt.  Hutchinfon  to  repair  to 
Naraganfet  Indians,  who  will  bring  a  fmall  party  with  him  and 
will  have  a  view  to  the  forces  with  you  for  his  affiftance.”  General 
court's  letter  to  Maj .  Savage.  July  4,  167^. 

*  “  Articles,  covenant,  and  agreement  had,  made,  and  concluded 
by  and  between  Maj.  Thomas  Savage,  Capt.  Edward  Hutchinfon, 
and  Mr.  jofeph  Dudley,  in  behalf  of  the  government  of  the  Maf- 
facjiufets  colony,  and  Major  Wait  Winthrop  and  Mr.  Richard 
Smith  in  behalf  of  Connedlicut  colony,  on  the  one  party,  and 
Agamaug,  Wampflv  alias  German,  Taitfon,  Tawagefon,  *  coun¬ 
cilors  and  attornies  to  Canonicus,  Ninigret,  Mattatoag,  old  Queen 
Quaiapen,  Quananlhit,  and  Pomham,  the  fix  prefent°  fachdms  of 
the  whole  Naraganfet  country,  on  the  other  party,  referring  to 
feveral  differences  and  troubles  lately  arifen  between  them,  'and 
for  a  final  conclufion  of  fettled  peace  and  amity  between  the  faid 
fachems,  their  heirs  and  fucceffors  for  ever,  and  the  governors  of 

the  faid  Maffachufets  and  their  fucceffors  in  the  Did  government  for 
ever. 

id,  That  all  and  every  of  the  faid  fachems  (hall  from  time  to 
time  carefully  feize,  and  living  or  dead,  deliver  unto  one  or  other 
of  the  abovefaid  governments  all  and  every  of  fachem  Philip’s 
iubjefts  whatfoever,  tnat  fh all  come  or  be  found  within  the  pre- 
cincl  of  any  or  their  lands,  and  that  with  greeted  diligence  and 
faithfulnefs. 

2d.  That  they  fhall,  with  their  utmod  ability,  ufe  all  atts  of  hodi- 
lity  again d  the  faid  Philip  and  his  fubjedls  entering  hjs  lands,  or  any 
other  lands  of  the  Englidi,  to  kill  and  dedroy  the  laid  enemy,  until 
a  ceffation  from  war  with  the  faid  enemy  be  concluded  by  both  the 
abovefaid  colonies. 

3d.  That  the  faid  fachems,  by  thcmfelves  and  their  agents,  (hall 
carefully  fearch  out  and  deliver  all  'Mien  goods  whatfoever  taken  by 
any  cf  tneir  fubjedts  from  the  Englifh,  whether  formerly  or  lately, 
and  fhall  make  full  fatis faction  for  all  wrongs  or  injuries  done  to  the 
edate  of  any  of  the  fubje&s  o!  the  feveral  colonies,  according  to 
the  judgment  of  indifferent  men,  in  cafe  of  diffatisfa&ion  between 
tne  offenders  and  the  offended  parties,  or  deliver  the  offenders. 

T  3  4th.  That 


THE  HISTORY  OF 


5  ^  As  loon  as  the  treaty  was  finillied,  the  forces  left  the 
Naraganfet  country,  and  came  to  Taunton  the  17th  in 
the  evening.  Hearing  that  Philip  was  in  a  fwamp  at  Po- 
caifet,  the  Maflachufets  and  Piimouth  forces  joined,  and 
arrived  at  the  fwamp  the  18th,  which  they  refolutely 
entered.  They  found  about  one  hundred  wigwams  empty. 
The  enemy  had  defected  them,  and  retired  deeper  into  the 
lwamp.  The  Englifh  followed,  but  in  diforder,  which  was 
inevitable,  penetrating  a  thick  fwamp.  They  found  they 
were  in  danger  one  from  another,  every  man  firing  at 
every  bufh  he  faw  fhake.  Night  coming  on,  it  was  ne- 
ceffary  to  retreat.  They  loft  fifteen  men.  How  many 

they 

1  \  . 

4th.  That  all  preparations  for  war,  or  ads  of  hoftility  againft  any 
of  the  Englilh  fubjeds,  lhall  for  ever  for  the  future  ceafe,  together 
with  all  manner  of  thefts,  pilferings,  killing  of  cattle,  or  any  man¬ 
ner  Ox  breach  of  peace  whatfoever,  ihall  with  utmoft  care  be  pre¬ 
vented,  and,  in  head  ther-or,  their  ftrength  to  be  ufed,  as  a  guard 
round  about  the  Naraganfet  country,  for  the  Englifh  inhabitants 
fafety  and  fecurity. 

5th.  ^In  token  of  the  abovefaid  fachems  reality,  in  this  treaty  and 
conclufion,  and  for  the  fecurity  of  the  feveral  Englilh  governments 
ynd  fubjeds,  they  do  freely  deliver  unto  the  abovefaid  Gentlemen, 
in  behalf  of  the  abovefaid  colonies,  John  Wobec^uob,  Weowchin, 
Pewkes,  Wenew,  four  of  their  near  kinfmen  and  choice  friends, 
to  be  and  remain  as  ho  ft  ages  in  feveral  places  of  the  Englifh  jurif- 
cliccion,  at  tne  appointment  of  the  honourable  governors  of  the 
abovefaid  colonies,  there  to  be  civilly  treated,  not  as  prifoners,  but 
otherwife  at  their  honours  diferetion,  until  the  abovefaid  articles 
are  fully  accomplilhed  to  the  fatisfadion  of  the  feveral  governor?, 
the  departure  of  any  of  them  in  the  mean  time  to  be  accounted  a 
Preach  of  the  peace  of  thefe  prefent  articles. 

6th.  The  faid  gentlemen,  in  behalf  of  the  governments  to  which 
they  do  belong,  do  engage  to  every  of  the  faid  fachems  and  their 
fubjeds,  that  if  they  or  any  of  them  fhall  feize  and  bring  into 
cither  of  the  abovefaid  Englilh  governments,  or  to  Mr.  Smith,  inha¬ 
bitant  of  Naraganfet,  Philip  fachem  alive,  he  or  they  fo  delivering 
•fhrdl  receive  for  their  pains  forty  trucking  cloth  coats  ;  in  cafe 
they  bring  his  head,  they  lhall  have  twenty  like  good  coats  paid 
them  ;  for  every  living  fubjed  of  faid  Philip,  fo  delivered,  the  de^ 
liverer  lhall  receive  two  coats,  and  for  every  head  one  coat,  as  a 
gratuity  for  their  fervice  herein,  making  it  appear  to  fatisfadion 
that  the  heads  or  perfons  are  belonging  to  the  enemy,  and  that 
they  are  of  their  feizure. 

7th.  The 
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they  killed  of  the  enemy  is  uncertain.  Ir  was  an  unfuc- 167^ 
cefsful  attempt  and  the  more  unfortunate  becaufe,  as  they 
were  afterwards  informed,  Philip  was  in  fuch  diftrefs,  that 
if  they  had  followed  him  half  an  hour  longer,  he  would 
have  furrendered  himfelf  and  his  men,  which  would  have 
put  an  end  to  the  war  f.  This  difappointment  encouraged 
the  Indians,  in  other  patts  of  New-England,  to  follow 
Philip’s  example,  and  begin  their  hoftilities  againft  the 
Englifh.  Some  few  had  begun  before.  The  Nipnet  or 
Nipmuck  Indians  had  killed  four  or  five  people  at  Men- 
don,  in  the  Maffachufets  colony,  the  14th  of  July.  The 
governor  and  council,  in  hopes  oi  reclaiming  the  Isipnets, 
font  Capt.  Hutchinfon  with  20  horfemen  to  Quabaog 
(Brookfield)  near  which  place  there  was  to  be  a  great  ren¬ 
dezvous  of  thole  Indians.  The  Inhabitants  oi  Qnabaog 


7th.  The  faid  fachems  do  renew  and  confirm  unto  the  Englifh  in¬ 
habitants  or  others,  all  former  grants,  fales,  bargains,  or  convey¬ 
ances  of  lands,  meadow,  timber,  grafs,  Hones, .  or  whatever  elle 
the  Eno-lifh  may  have  heretofore  bought,  or  quietly  poiieiTtd  and 
enjoyed,  to  be  unto  them  and  their  heirs  and  affigns  ior  ever,  as 
alfo  all  former  articles  made  with  the  confederate  colonies. 

Lailly.  The  faid  counfellors  and  attornies  do  premeditately,  fc- 
rioufly,  and  with  good  advice,  covenant,  conclude,  and  agree  all 
abovefaid  folemnly,  and  call  God  to  witnefs,  they  arc  and  mall  re¬ 
main  true  friends  to  the  Englilh  governments,  and  perform  tne 
abovefaid  articles  punftually,  ufing  their  utmoft  endeavour,  care, 
and  faithfulnefs  therein.  In  witnefs  whereof  they  have  fet  their 
hands  and  feals.  Petaquamfcot,  July  15,  1675. 

Signed,  fealed,  and  delivered  in  the  Tawagefon  his  mark  (y 
prefence  of  us  under-written,  be¬ 
ing  carefully  interpreted  to 
faid  Indians  before  iealing, 


the 


Taytfon  his  mark  O 

Agamaug  his  mark  7* 

Wampfli  alias  Corman 
his  mark 


Daniel  Henchman 
Thomas  Prentice 
Nicholas  Page 
Jofeph  Stanton  interpreter 
Henry  Hawlaws 
Pecoq  Bukow 
Job  NefF.” 

+  Mather’s  hifeory  of  the  war. 

A  letter  from  Bolton  to  London,  Nov.  10,  1 67 5 ,  fays*  that  a p*1*0- 
ther  of  Philip’s,  a  privy-counfellor  and  chief  captain,  who  had  been 

educated  at  Harvard  college,  was  killed  in  this  fight. 

fi 


T  4 


had 


VO 
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r5had  been  deluded  with  the  promife  of  a  treaty,  at  a  place 
agreed  upon,  the  2d  of  Auguft.  Some  of  the  principal  of 
them  accompanied  Capt.  Hutchinfon  thither.  Not  finding 
the  Indiins  there,  they  rode  forward  lour  or  five  miles, 
towards  the  Nipnets  chief  town.  When  they  came  to  a 
place  called  Meminimiflet,  a  narrow  paffage  between  a 
Ilecp  hill  and  a  thick  fwamp,  they  were  ambufhed  by  two 
or  three  hundred  Indians,  who  fhot  down  eight  of  the 
company,  and  mortally  wounded  three  more,  Capt.  Hut¬ 
chinfon  *  being  one  of  the  number.  The  reft  efcaped 
through  a  by-path  to  Quabaog.  The  Indians  flocked  into 
the  town  *,  but  the  inhabitants  being  alarmed,  had  all  2 a- 
thered  together  in  the  principal  houfe.  They  had  the 
mortification  to  fee  ail  their  dwelling-houfes,  about  twenty, 
with  their  barns  and  outhoufes  burnt.  The  houfe,  where 
they  had  affcmbled,  was  then  furrounded,  and  a  variety 
of  attempts  made  to  fet  fire  to  it.  At  length,  the  Indians 
■filled  a  cart:  with  hemp  and  other  combuftible  matter, 
which  they  kindled,  and,  whilft  they  were  thrufting  it 
towards  the  houfe,  a  violent  fhower  of  rain  fell  fuddenly 
arid  extinguifhed  the  fire  f .  Auguft  4th,  Major  Willard, 
who  had  been  fent  alter  fome  other  Indians  weft  ward, 
heard  of  the  diftrefs  of  Brookfield,  when  he  was  about  4 


*  Capt.  Hutchinfon  was  carried  to  Quabaog,  and  afterwards  to 
Marlborough,  where  he  died  the  19th  of  Auguft. 

££  Capt.  Hutchinfon  had  a  very  confiderable  farm  thereabouts, 
“  and  had  occafion  to  employ  feveral  of  the  Nipmug  fachem’s  men 
“  in  tilling  and  ploughing  the  ground,  and  thereby  he  was  known 
“  by  face  to  many  of  them.  The  fachems  fent  word  they  woifid 
<£  fpeak  with  none  but  Capt.  Hutchinfon  himfelf,  and  appointed 
<£  a  meeting  at  fuch  a  tree,  and  fuch  a  time. — The  guide  that 
<£  conducted  him,  and.  t.hofe  that  were  with  him,  through  the 
££  woods,  brought  them  to  a  fwamp,  not  far  off  the  appointed 
££  place,  out  or  which  thofe  Indians  ran  all  at  once,  and  killed  16 
<£  men,  and  wounded  feveral  others,  of  which  wounds  Capt.  Hut- 
<£  chinfon  afterwards  died,  whofe  death  is  the  more  lamented  in 
££  that  his  mother  and  feveral  others  of  his  relations  died  by  the 
“  hands  of  the  Indians,  now  above  30  years  ftnen”  Letter  to 
London,  No-v.  lO, 


f  Hubbard.  Mr.  Mather  takes  no  notice  of  the  rain,  but  fays 
WTiard  came  upon  the  Indians  and  prevented  the  execution. 


1 


or 


4  ( 
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or  5  miles  from  Lancaster, which  caufed  him,  with  48  men, 1675 
to  alter  his  courie,  and  the  fame  night  he  reached  Brookfield, 
after  30  miles  march;  and  though  the  Indian  fcouts  dif- 
covered  him,  and  fired  their  alarm  guns,  yet  the  main 
body,  from  their  high  joy,  always  accompanied  with  a  hor¬ 
rid  noife,  heard  nothing  of  them.  Willard  joined  the 
befieged  *,  and  the  Indians  immediately  poured  in  all  the 
fhot  they  could,  but  without  execution,  and  then  quitted 
the  fiege,  and  dellroyed  all  the  horfes  and  cattle  they 
could  find  and  withdrew  to  their  dens.  They  were  not 
purfued,  being  much  fuperior  in  numbers.  The  Englifh. 
were*  not  yet  ufed  to  fighting.  A  party  likewife  were  lent 
from  Springfield  to  the  relief  of  Brookfield.  Finding  it 
effected,  they  returned,  meeting  none  of  the  enemy.  Philip, 
and  his  people,  continued  in  the  iwamp  at  PocafTet  until 
the  laft  of  July.  After  feveral  fkirmifhes  with  captain 
Church  and  other  parties,  they  elcaped  from  the  fwamp, 
notwithftanding  the  Mafiacnufets  forces  kept  their  guards, 
round  it,  and  went  away  to  the  weftwaid,  without  being 
very  cloftly  purfued,  the  realon  of  wmch  iVIr.  I  Inboard 
fays,  it  is  better  to  fufpend  than  too  critically  to  inquire 
into.  The  5th  of  Auguft,  Philip  with  about  forty  men, 
befides  women  and  childen,  joined  the  Nipmuck  Indians  in 

a  fwamp  ten  or  twelve  miles  from  Brookfield  The 

Indians 


*  Mr.  Mather  fays,  he  fet  upon  the  Indians,  and  caufed  them  to 

turn  their  backs.  .  ...  , 

+  “  Uoon  Friday  being;  the  5th  of  this  inftant  (Auguft)  Philip  and 

“  his  company  came  to  its  at. this  fwamp,  fix  miles  from  the  fwamp 

/•here  tdiev  killed  our  men, 


where  tW  killed  our  men.  Philip  brought  with  him  about 
forty  men,  but  women  arid  children  many  more,  the  number  I 
cannot  tell.  Philip’s  men  were,  about  30  of  them,  armed  with 
ouns,  the  reft  had  bows  and  arrows.  He  obierved  there  were 
about  ten  of  Philip’s  men  wounded.  Philip  was  condufted  to 
the  fwamp  by  two  Indians,  one  oi  them  Caleb  of  Fatumaftct, 
beyond  Mendon.  The  Indians  told  Philip,  at  his  firft  coming, 
what  they  had  done  to  the  Englifh  at  Quabaog  ;  then  he  pie- 
fented  and  gave  to  three  fagamores,  viz.  John  alias  Apequina.h 
Qa  an  an  fit,  and  Mawtamps,  to  each  of  them  about  a  peck  or 
uAftrUji<T  wampom,  which  they  accepted.  Philip,  as  1  under- 

S3Tai<J3&*i.«a  Wjm*  Ufirn,  •*"‘•*2 
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i675lndians  upon  Connecticut  river  near  Hadley,  Hatfield,  and 
Deerfield,  began  their  hoftilities  about  the  fame  time,  as 
alfo  thofe  at  Penicook  and  other  places  upon  Merrimack 
river,  fo  that,  before  the  end  of  Auguft,  the  whole  Maffa- 
chufets  colony  was  in  the  utmoft  terror.  Philip  having: 
ieit  rJimoutn,  and  the  Naraganfets  not  having  engaged, 
that  colony  was  lefs  affeCled.  There  were  feveral  fkir- 
mifhes  about  Hatfield,  viz.  at  Sugarloaf-hill,  at  Deerfield, 
and  Squakeag,  (Northfield)  the  latter  end  of  Auguft  and 
beginning  of  September,  in  which  the  Englifh,  upon  the 
whole,  were  lofers.  September  the  ift,  Pladley  was  at¬ 
tacked  upon  a  faft  day,  while  the  people  were  at  church, 
which  broke  up  the  fervice,  and  obliged  them  to  fpend 
the  day  in  a  very  different  exercife  *.  The  commanders  in 
that  part  of  the  country,  not  being  able  to  do  much  fervice 
by  fending  out  parties,  determined  to  garrifon  the  towns, 
and  to  coiled  a  magazine  of  provifions  at  Hadley.  There 
being  about  3000  bufhels  of  corn  at  Deerfield  in  ftacks, 
Capt.  Lothrop  with  80  men  was  fent  to  guard  it  down  in 

came  towards  the  Nipmuck  country,  and  left  his  own,  he  had 
“  in  his  company  about  250  men,  befides  women  and  children, 
“  including  the  Squaw  fachem  and  her  company  ;  but  now  they 
had  left  him,  and  fome  of  them  were  killed,  and  he  was  reduced 
“  to  40  men,  befides  women  and  children.  I  heard  alfo  that  Philip 
laid,  if  the  Englifli  had  charged  upon  him  and  his  people  at  the 
fi  fwamp  in  his  own  country  one  or  two  days  more,  they  had  been 
“  all  taken,  for  their  powder  was  almoff  fpent ;  he  alfo  faid,  that 
“  if  the  Englifh  had  purified  him  elofely,  as  he  travelled  up  to  them, 
“  he  muff  needs  have  been  taken.”  MS,  narrative  of  George ,  a 
chrijiian  Indian ,  taken  prifoner  in  the  ambujhment  of  Capt.  Hutchin - 
fan,  Gjc. 

“  Sept.  23d,  an  alarm  was  made  in  the  town  of  Boffon,  about  ten 
in  the  morning,  i  200  men  were  in  arms  before  eleven,  and  all  dif- 
mified  before  twelve.  One  that  was  upon  guard  at  Mendon,  30 
miles  off,  got  drunk  and  fired  his  gun,  the  noife  of  which  alarmed 
the  next  neighbours,  and  foon  fpread  to  Boilon.”  Letter  to  Lon * 
don. 

“  October  7th  was  obferved  as  a  folemn  faff:  throughout  the  co¬ 
lony  with  a  very  great  ffiew  of  outward  penitence,  and  no  queffion 
with  much  inward  affedion  by  very  many  ;  the  governor  liimfelf  be¬ 
ginning  the  duty  of  the  day  with  a  moll  heavenly  prayer.”  Letter  to. 

London.  *  P.  219* 

carts* 
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carts,  and  were  fet  upon  by  feven  or  eight  hundred  Indians,  1675 
and  all  the  Englifli  but  feven  or  eight  were  cut  off.  Cape. 
Lothrop  and  his  men  fought  bravely,  but  in  the  Indian 
manner,  betaking  themfclves  to  trees,  which,  in  fo  great  a 
difproportion  of  numbers,  muff  be  inevitable  deftruciion* 
for  many  of  the  leffer  party  mull  be  unguarded  and  ex- 
pofed.  Capt.  Mofelev,  who  was  quartered  at  Deerfield, 
came  out  with  his  company  too  late  to  reicue  Lothrop  ; 
but,  keeping  his  men  together  in  a  body,  i ought  the  whole 
number  of  Indians  for  fcveral  hours,  with  the  lofs  of  two 
men  only,  until  Major  Treat,  with  about  160  Mohegin 
Indians,  came  to  his  aid,  and  put  the  enemy  to  fight. 

This  was  a  heavy  ftroke  to  the  county  of  Effex,  to  which 
moft  of  Capt.  Lothrop’ s  company,  being  young  men,  be¬ 
longed.  A  body  of  Indians,  who  had  a  tort  about  a  mile 
from  Springfield,  had  hitherto  profeffed  great  friend  (hip 
to  the  Englifli;  but  Philip’s  Indians  prevailed  with  them 
to  join  in  a  plot  for  the  deftruction  of  the  town,  and  to 
receive  in  the  night  three  hundred  of  thole  Indians  into 
the  fort.  It  was  difeovered  the  night  before  by  Top,  a 
Windfor  Indian,  which,  although  it  faved  the  lives  01  many 
of  the  inhabitants,  yet  was  no  fecurity  for  their  dwellings, 
thirty  odd  houfes,  befides  barnes,  &c.  being  burnt  before 
forces  came  from  Weftfield,  Hadley,  and  other  parts,  to 
repel  the  Indians  *.  The  19th  of  Qdtobcr,  they  came,  with 


*  They  burned  a  farm  houfe  of  Mr.  Pynchon’s,  and  another  of 
Mr.  Purchases,  the  latter  end  of  September ;  their  lois  was  eitcemcd 
at  a  thoufand  pounds  fterling  each.  Letter  to  London. 

The  Springfield  Indians  had  lived  in  fo  good  correfpondence  with 
the  Englifh  for  40  years,  that  more  dependance  was  placed  upon 
them  than  upon  any  other  Indians.  This  instance  of  perfidy  icems 
to  have  increafed  the  jealoufies  and  fufpicions,  which  had  before 
begun,  of  the  Indians  round  Bolton,  viz.  Punkapog.  Natick,  &c. 
although  many  of  them  actually  went  out  with  the  Enghlh  forces 
again!!  the  enemy. 

At  the  fehions  in  Oftober,  the  general  court  ordered,  “  that  no 
perfon  fhall  entertain,  own,  or  countenance  any  Indian,  unde;  uv 
penalty  of  being  a  betrayer  of  this  government.”  fPhis  1  fuppoie 

was  capita!,)  J  „  Tua<; 
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i675all  the  force  and  fury  they  cauld  raife,  upon  Hatfield,  but 
were  repulfed, .  the  Connefticut  and  Maflachufets  forces 
being,  by  good  providence,  at  hand,  fo  as  to  prevent  any 
great  lois.  1  his  difcouraged  them  from  continuing  any 
longer  in  that  part  of  the  country,  and  they  withdrew  to 
the  Naraganfets,  their  general  rendezvous.  Some  ftrao-- 
glers  remained  until  the  end  of  November,  and  a  few 

“  That  a  guard  be  fet  at  the  entrance  of  the  town  of  Boflon,  and 
that  no  Indian  be  fuffered  to  enter,  upon  any  pretence,  without  a 
.  guard  of  two  mufketeers,  and  not  to  lodge  in  town. 

••  That  any  perfon  may  apprehend  an  Indian,  finding  him  in 

the  town,  and  that  none  be  fuffered’to  come 

.  *  "e  In“ians'  ary’  mod.  of  the  other  Indians  who  had  fub- 

jeae.a  tn-mieives  to  the  Englifh  government  (Punkapogexcep  ed) 
were  har„?d  down  the  Deer  ifland,  where  they  remained 'the  winter! 
..  hey  complained  of  their  futrenngs  there.  All  of  the  colour  were 
thought  by  many  of  the  people  worthy  of  death,  and  although 
their  rage  did  not  carry  them  that  length,  as  to  murder  any  of  them 
without  the  authority  of  government,  as  fo  me  perfons  have  latelv 
.one  the  ^oneftogoe  Indians  in  Penfylvania,  yet  their  clamour  feems 
to  have  prevaded  on  the  authority  to  nfe  greater  feverity  than 
o, uv.rw.it  tney  would  have  done.  “  On  the  icth  of  September 
at  nine  o  cIock  at  night,  there  gathered  together  about  forty  men' 
tome  or  note,  and  came  to  the  houfe  of  Cape.  James  Oliver;  two 
or  three  of  them  went  into  his  entry  to  delire  to  fpeak  with  him 
s  which  was  to  defire  him  to  be  their  leader,  and  theyVhould  join  to' 
gtv.ier  and  go  and  break  open  the  prifon,  and*  take  one  Indian  out 
uence  and  hang  him.  Capt.  Oliver,  hearing  their  requell,  took 
I-i^  cane  and  cuageiled  them  lloutly,  and  fo  for  that  time  difmified 
the  company,  which  had  he  but  in  the  leak  countenanced,  it  might 
nave  beer,  accompanied  with  ill  events  in  the  end."  [Utter  t=  Lon. 

1,1  a  l‘“e.a,ter>  the  'fame  poor  Indian  was  executed,  and 
diet,  preceding  hi.  innocence.  Mr.  Eliot  the  minifter,  and  fome 

er.u  "  T.  "i:‘  firm,,efs  enough  to  ftem  the  popular  current,  in¬ 
terceding  for  inn  to  no  purpole.  A  circumflance,  at  the  execution 

°‘  t,,’s  1,1  ,'an,:, iutw*  ,he  Srcat  Propriety  of  diftinguifhing  them  from 
ail  the  reft  or  the  human  race  by  the  name  of  favagel  “Being 
iM.r  .line  and  half  dead,  there  came  an  Indian,  a  friend  of  his* 
arm  with  his  knife  made  a  hole  in  his  break  to  his  heart,  and' 
fucked  out  his  heart  s  blood.  Being  aiked  his  reafon  therefore,  his 
an  Twer  wa.s,  L/mh  Jran  nu,  me  be  Wronger  as  I  was  before,  me  be 
,  io  iirong  as  he  and  me  too,  he  be  ver  ftrong  man  before  he  die 
Uinu  lo  Undo;*. 
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lurked  in  the  fwamps  all  winter,  doing  now  and  then  fomei 675 
mifchief,  enough  to  keep  the  inhabitants  upon  conftant 
watch  and  guard.  In  November  a  party  was  lent  out 
under  Capt.  Henchman  to  Haffanimifco,  (Grafton)  Men- 
don,  and  the  towns  thereabout.  They  returned  without 
any  remarkable  exploit. 

The  Naraganfets*,  contrary  to  their  engagements,  had 
received  and  comforted  Philip’s  Indians  and  others,  the 
enemies  of  the  Englifh.  It  was  not  doubted  that  home  of 

that 

*  Before  the  Naraganfet  expedition  articles  of  war  were  agreed 
upon  by  the  general  court,  and  were  as  follows : 

“  Laws  and  ordinances  of  war  palled  by  the  general  court  of  the 
Maffachufets,  for  the  better  regulating  their  forces,  and  keeping  their 
foldiers  tovtheir  duty,  and  to  prevent  piofanenefs,  that  iniquity  may 
be  kept  out  of  the  land. 

1  ft.  Let  no  man  prefume  to  blafpheme  the  holy  and  blefted  trinity, 

God  the  Father,  God  the  Son,  and  God  the  Holy  Ghoft,  upon  pain 
to  have  his  tongue  bored  with  a  hot  iron. 

2d.  Unlawful  oath*  and  execrations,  and  fcandalons  afts  in  dero¬ 
gation  of  God’s  honour,  lhall  be  punifhed  with  lofs  of  pay  and  other 
punifhment  at  difcretion. 

3d.  All  thole  who  often  and  wilfully  abfent  themfeives  from  the 
public  worfhip  of  God  and  prayers,  lhall  be  proceeded  againft  at 
difcretion. 

4th.  Whofoever  lhall  be  convi&ed  to  do  his  duty  negligently  and 
carelefly,  fhall  be  punilhed  at  difcretion. 

5th.  No  perfon  lhall  prefume  to  quarrel  with  his  fuperior  officer, 
upon  pain  of  cafhiering  and  arbitrary  punifnment ;  not  to  ftrike  any 
fuch  upon  pain  of  death. 

6th.  No  commander  or  foldier  fhall  depart  from  his  charge  or  cap¬ 
tain  without  licence,  upon  pain  of  death. 

7th.  Every  private  foldier,  upon  pain  of  imprifonment,  dial  1  keep 
fdence  when  the  army  is  to  take  lodging,  or  when  it  is  marching, 
or  in  battle,  fo  as  the  officers  may  be  heard,  and  their  commands 
executed. 

8th.  No  man  lhall  refill:,  draw,  lift,  offer  to  draw  or  lift  his  weapon 
againft  his  officer,  corre&ing  him  orderly  for  his  offence,  upon  pain 
of  death. 

9th.  No  man  fhall  refill  the  provofl  marfhal,  or  any  other  officer, 
in  the  executing  his  office,  upon  pain  of  death, 

10th.  No  man  fhall  utter  any  words  of  ledition  or  mutiny,  upon 
pain  of  death. 

4  nth.  They  that  fhall  hear  mutinous  fpeeches,  and  not  acquaint 
their  commander  with  them,  fhall  be  punilhed  with  feme  grievous 
punifhment.  1  Drunken* 
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i675that  nation  had  mixed  with  the  others  in  their  hoftilities. 
Ii  they  (hould  all  openly  engage  in  the  fpring,  there  would 
he  no  refilling  them ;  icatcered  in  every  part  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  all  the  forces  the  Englifh  could  raife  would  not  be  a 
match  for  them.  One  company  of  foldicrs  after  another  had 
walled  away  in  the  year  pad.  There  was  no  great  room 
to  hope  for  better  luccefs  in  the  year  to  come.  The 
commifiioners  of  the  united  colonies  therefore  agreed,  to 
raife  one  thoufand  men,  and  to  march,  in  the  winter,  into  the 
Naraganfet  country.  The  Mafiachufets  were  to  raife  527, 
the  other  two  colonies  the  remainder.  Mr.Winflowf,  the 

1 2th.  Drunkennefs  in  an  officer  fhall  be  punifhed  with  lofs  of 
place,  and  in  a  private  fo5»c  ioldier,  with  fuch  punidiment  as  a  court 
martial  (hail  think  fit. 

13th.  Rapes,  ravifhments  and  unnatural  abufes,  and  adultery,  (hall 
be  punifhed  with  death. 

Mth.  Fornication  and  other  difiblnte  lafcivioufnefs,  (ball  be  punifh¬ 
ed  with  dilcretion,  according  to  the  quality  of  the  offence. 

15th.  Theft  or  robbery,  (hail  be  punifhed  with  reftitution,  and 
ctherwife  with  diferetion. 

16th.  Murder,  fhall  be  expiated  with  the  death  of  the  murderer. 

17th.  All  (oldiers  coming  to  their  colours  to  watch  or  be  exercifed, 
or  to  fervice,  fhall  come  completely  armed  and  them  fixed,  upon  pain 
of  punidiment. 

1 8th.  If  any  fhall  negligently  lofe,  or  finfully  play  away  their  arms 
at  dice  or  cards,  or  otherwife,  they  (hall  be  kept  as  pioneers  or  fca- 
vengers,  till  they  furnifh  themfelves  with  as  good  arms. 

19th.  None  (hall  prefume  to  fpoil,  fell,  or  carry  away  any  ammu¬ 
nition  committed  unto  him,  upon  pain  of  death. 

20th.  No  foldier  (hall  outftay  his  pafs,  without  a  certificate  of  tho 
occafion  under  the  hand  of  a  magiifrate,  upon  pain  of  lofing  his  pay. 

By  grievous  punidiment  is  meant  difgracefully  cafhiering,  the  lira- 
pado,  or  riding  the  wooden  horfe  to  fetch  blood. 

Arbitrary  punidiment,  or  punilhment  at  diferetion,  is  meant  not  to 
extend  to  life  or  limb.” 

t  Mr.  Window  had  always  (hewn  great  readinefs  to  expofe  himfelf 
in  the  fervice.  “  Some  refolute  attempt  for  Philip's  furprifal  mud  be 
put  in  execution.  Would  to  God  I  was  with  our  men,  fo  as  I  might 
not  in  the  mean  time  be  milled  at  home.  I  diould  hope,  by  the 
bleffmg  of  God,  to  give  a  good  account  in  a  fhort  time.”  Whiflovj 
to  Leveret,  'July  26,  167 c;.  “  My  perfon,  I  hear,  has  been  much 

threatened. — 1  have  about  20  men  at  my  houfe,  have  fent  away  my 
wife  and  children  to  Salem,  that  1  may  be  lefs  incumbered,  have 
Bankered  my  houfe,  and  reiolve  to  maintain  it  as  long  as  a  man 
will  (land  by  me.”  Id.  July  4. 


governor 


t 


MASSACHUSETS-BAY.  299 

governor  of  Plimouth,  was  pitched  upon  for  the  general.  1675 
The  8th  of  December,  the  Maffachuiets  forces  marched 
from  Bofton,  and  were  foon  after  joined  by  Plimouth  men. 
Connecticut  men  joined  them,  the  i8tb,  at  Petty  quamfcor* 

The  evening  and  night  were  ftormy  and  the  men  had  no 
covering.  At  break  of  day,  the  1 9th,  they  marched  through 
the  fnow  fourteen  or  fifteen  miles,  until  one  o  clock  after- 
noon,  when  they  came  to  the  edge  of  the  fwamp  where 
the  enemy  lay.  They  had  met  with  an  Indian,  who  was 
difgufted  with  the  reft,  and  offered  himfelt  as  a  pilot.  The 
Indians  knew  of  the  armament  coming  againft  them,  and 
had  fortified  themfelves  with  all  the  art  and  ftrength  they 
were  capable  of.  The  Englifh  fell  in,  fuddenly  and  unex¬ 
pectedly,  upon  this  feat  of  the  enemy,  and  neither  drew  up 
an  any  order  of  battle,  nor  confulted  where  or  how  to 
affault.  Some  Indians  appearing  at  the  edge  ol  the  fwamp, 
they  that  were  in  the  front  of  the  army,  in  the  march,  fired 
upon  them.  The  Indians  returned  the  fire  and  fled. 

The  whole  army  entered  the  fwamp,  following  the  Indians 
to  their  fortrefs,  which  was  upon  a  piece  of  upland  in  the 
m  id  ft  of  the  fwamp,  pallifadoed  all  round,  and  within  a 
hedge  of  near  a  rod  thick.  At  one  corner  only,  was  a 
gap  the  length  of  one  log,  where  the  breaftwork  was  not 
above  four  or  five  feet  high  ;  but  they  had  placed  a  block-  * 
houfe  over-againft  this  paffage.  At  this  paffage,  and  no 
where  elfe,  the  Englifh  tnuft  enter.  As  it  pleafed  God  to 
order  it,  they  fell  in  upon  that  part  of  the  fort  where  the 
paffage  was.  The  captains  entered,  at  the  head  of  their 
companies.  The  two  firft,  Johnfon  and  Davenport,  were 
fhot  dead  at  the  entrance,  as  v/ere  many  of  their  men. 
Four  other  captains,  Gardner,  Gallop,  Siely,  and  Marftial 
alfo  loft  their  lives.  As  foon  as  the  forces  were  entered, 
they  attacked  the  Indians  in  their  places  of  fhelter,  who 
fought  defperately,  and  beat  the  Englifh  out  of  the  fort; 
but,  after  two  or  three  hours,  the  advantage  of  the  Englifh 
was  fuch,  that  they  began  to  fire  the  wigwams,  which  were 
five  or  fix  hundred,  and  in  many  of  them  the  Indian  wo¬ 
men  and  children  perifhed,  the  men  which  were  left  alive 
r  fled 
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*675^ d  into  a  cedar  fwamp  at  fome  fmall  diftance,  without 
any  neceflaries  of  life,  or  any  fhelter  from  the  cold  and 
Itorms,  except  the  boughs  of  trees.  The  day  being  near 
fpent,  the  Englifh  thought  it  high  time  to  retire  to  their 
quarters,  15  or  16  miles  diftant,  carrying  dead  as  well  as 
wounded  men  with  them.  Many  of  the  wounded  men 
periflaed,  by  being  expofed  to  this  long  march  in  a  cold 
night,  who  might  otherwife  have  been  faved.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  killed  and  wounded  amounted  to  j  70  *.  Some  of 
the  enemy  confeffed  they  loft  700  fighting  men  that  day, 
befides  300  more  who  died  of  their  wounds  and  the  hard- 
fhips  to  which  they  were  expofed.  The  number  of  old 
men,  women  and  children,  which  perifhed  by  the  fire,  cold, 
and  famine,  they  could  not  telif.  The  Indians  took 
poflfeflion  of  the  fort,  the  next  day  J.  The  Englifh  made 
no  further  attack  §.  They  were  leant  of  provifions,  the 

weather 

*  “  Happy  it  was  for  them  that  Capt.  Andrew  Belcher  (father  of 
the  late  governor  Belcher)  arrived  that  very  evening  at  Mr.  Smith’s 
with  a  veil'd  load  of  provifions,  otherwife  many  mull  have  pe¬ 
ri  fined  for  want.”  Church. 

t  This  is  Mr.  Hubbard’s  account.  Mr.  Mather  fuppofes  1000 
to  have  peariihed  in  the  whole  ;  that  of  the  Englifh  85  were  killed, 
and  145  wounded.  When  the  Naraganfet  Indians  came  to  the 
Quabaug  Indians,  and  gave  them  an  account  of  the  fight,  they 
laid  they  had  loll  but  40  fighting  men,  and  about  300  eld  men, 
women,  and  children  burnt  in  the  wigwams.  MS.  letter. 

X  Mather. 

§  The  following  letter  dated  Naraganfet  26th  1  ith  month  1673, 
which,  though  not  figned,  I  take  to  be  from  Major  Bradford  of  the 
Plimouth  forces,  has  never  been  publifhed.  It  is  lefs  favourable 
than  the  printed  accounts. 

**  After  a  tedious  march  in  a  bitter  cold  night  that  followed  Dec. 

I  zth,  we  hoped  our  pilot  would  have  led  11s  to  Pomham  by  break 
of  day  ;  but,  fo  it  came  to  pafs,  we  were  milled,  and  lb  miffed -a  good 
opportunity.  Dec.  13th,  we  came  to  Mr.  Smith’s,  and  that  day 
took  35  prifoners.  Dec.  14th,  our  general  went  out  with  horfe 
and  foot,  I  with  my  company  was  left  to  keep  garrifon.  I  fent 
out  30  of  my  men  to  icout  abroad,  who  killed,  two  Indians,  and 
brought  in  4  prifoners,  one  of  which  was  beheaded.  Our  army 
came  home  at  night,  killed  7,  and  brought  in  9  more,  young  and 
old,  Dec.  15th,  cam  '  in  John,  a  rogue,  with  pretence  of  peace, 
and  was  difmiffed  with  this  errand,  that  we  might  fpeak  with 
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weather  being  extreme  cold,  delayed  the  veflels  which  had  1 
it  on  board.  Some  weeks  were  fpent  doing  nothing,  ex* 
cept  that  fome  propofals  of  peace  were  made  on  both  Odes, 
which  came  to  nothing.  February  the  5th,  the  army  re¬ 
turned  to  Bofton.  There  was  a  remarkable  thaw  in  Ja¬ 
nuary,  which  melted  the  fnow  and  opened  the  earth,  fo 
that  the  Indians  could  come  at  the  ground-nuts,  which 
l'eems  to  have  been  all  their  provifions,  fome  from  among 

themfelve* 

Sachems.  That  evening,  he  not  being  gone  a  quarter  of  an  hour, 
his  company,  that  lay  hid  behind  a  hill,  killed  two  Salem  men 
within  a  mile  of  our  quarters,  and  wounded  a  third  that  he  is  dead. 
And  at  a  houfe,  three  miles  off,  where  I  had  ten  men,  they  killed 
two  of  them.  Inftantly,  Capt.  MofeJy,  myfelf  and  Capt.  Gardner 
were  fent  to  fetch  in  Major  Appleton’s  company,  that  kept  three 
miles  and  an  half  off,  and  coming,  they  lay  behind  a  done  wall  and 
fired  on  us  in  fight  of  the  garrifon.  We  killed  the  Captain  that 
killed  one  of  the  Salem  men,  and  had  his  cap  on.  That  night  they 
burned  Jerry  Bull’s  houfe,  and  killed  17.  Dec.  16th,  came  that 
news.  Dec.  17th  came  news  that  Connefticut  forces  were  at  Peta- 
quamfeot  and  had  killed  4  Indians,  and  took  6  prifoners.  That  day, 
we  fold  Capt.  Davenport  47  Indians,  young  and  old,  for  Sol.  in. 
money.  Dec.  18th,  we  marched  to  Petaquamfcot  with  all  our 
forces,  only  a  garrifon  left ;  that  night  was  very  ftormy,  we  lay,  one 
thoufand,  in  the  open  field  that  long  night.  In  the  morning  Dec. 
19th,  Lord’s  day  at  five  o’clock,  we  marched.  Between  twelve  and 
one  we  came  up  with  the  enemy,  and  had  a  fore  fight  three  hours. 
vV#>  loft,  that  are  now  dead,  about  63,  and  had  150  wounded,  many 
oi  which  are  recovered.  That  long  fnowy  cold  night,  we  had  about 
18  miles  to  our  quarters,  with  about  210  dead  and  wounded.  We 
left  8  dead  in  the  fort.  \V  e  had  but  twelve  dead  when  we  came  from 
die  fwamp,  befides  the  eight  we  left.  Many  died  by  the  way,  and 
as  foon  as  they  were  brought  in,  fo  that  Dec.  20th,  we  buried  in  a 
grave  34>  next  day  4,  n^xt  day  2,  and  none  fince  here.  Eight  died 
at  khcde-Ifiand,  1  at  Petaquamlcof:,  2  loll  in  the  woods  and 
killed,  Dye.  20,  as  we  heard  fince ;  fome  fay  two  more  died.  By 
the  bed  intelligence,  we  killed  300  fighting  men,  prifoners  we 
took,  fay  350,  and  above  300  W  mien  and  children.  We  burnt  above 
500  houfes,  left  but  9,  burnt  all  their  corn,  that  was  in  baskets, 
great  (tore.  One  fignal  mercy  that  night,  not  be  forgotten,  viz. 
that  when  we  drew  off,  with  io  many  dead  and  wounded,  they  did 
not  puriue  us,  which  the  young  men  would  have  done,  but  the  fa- 
chems  would  not  confent  ;  they  had  but  ten  pounds  of  powder  left. 
Owr  general,  with  about  forty,  loll  our  way,  and  wandered  till 
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1675  thcmfclvcs,  reporting  chat  corn  was  fold  for  two  drillings 
the  pint.  They  took  this  opportunity  to  leave  the  Nara- 
ganfet  country.  A  general  junction  of  the  Indians  was 
thereupon  expeded,  and  every  part  of  the  Engiifh  colo- 
nies  was  in  terror.  The  foth  of  February  feveral  hun¬ 
dred  of  the  enemy  affaulced  Lancafter,  burnt  the  houfes, 

and 

fevcn  o’clock  in  the  morning,  before  we  came  to  our  quarters.  We 
thought  we  were  within  two  miles  of  the  enemy  ap-ain,  but  Clod, 
kept  us  ;  to  him  be  the  glory,  v/e  have  killed  now  and  then  one 
tince,  and  burnt  200  wigwams  more  ;  we  killed  nine  iaft  Tuefday. 
We  fetch  in  their  corn  daily,  and  that  undoes  them.  This  is,  as 
near  as  I  can,  a  true  relation.  I  read  the  narrative  to  my  officers 
in  my  tent,  who  all  affent  to  the  truth  of  it.  Monhegins  and  Pe- 
qnods  proved  very  fail'd*  fired  into  the  air,  and  fent  word,  before 
they  came,  they  would  do  fo,  but  got  much  plunder,  guns  and 
kettles.  A  great  part  of  what  is  written  was  at  .died  by  Jofhua 
Tefre,  who  married  an  Indian  woman,  aWampanoag.  He  foot  20 
times  at  us  in  the  fwamp,  was  taken  at  Providence,  jan.  14.,  broup-ht 
to  us  the  1 6th,  executed  the  1 8th.  A  fad  wretch,  he  never  heard 
afermon  but  once  thefe  14  years.  His  father,  going  to  recall  him, 
loft  his  head,  and  lies  un buried. ” 

This  being  fo  important  an  expedition,  I  will  add  another  letter, 
from  Mr.  Dudley,  afterwards  governor,  to  governor  Leveret. 

Mr.  Smith’s,  21,  10.  1675. 

May  it  pleafe  your  honor, 

The  coming  in  of  Connecticut  force  to  Petaquamfcot,  and  fur-- 
prifal  of  fix  and  daughter  of  5  on  Friday  night,  Saturday  we 
marched  towards  Petaquamfcot,  though  in  the  fnow,  and  in  con- 
juridcion,  about  midnight  or  later,  we  advanced:  Capt.  Mofely 
in  the  van,  after  him  Maflachufets,  and  Plimoutli  and  Connecticut 
in  the  rear  ;  a  tedious  march  in  the  fnow,  without  intsrmiffion, 
brought  us  about  two  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon,  to  the  entrance 
of  the  fwamp,  by  the  help  of  Indian  Peter,  who  dealt  faithfully  with 
us  ;  our  men,  with  great  courage,  entered  the  fwamp  about  20 
rqds;  within  the  cedar  fwamp  we  found  fome  hundreds  of  wig¬ 
wams,  Ported  in  with  a  breastwork  and  Hankered,  and  many  fmall 
blockhoufes  up  and  down,  round  about  ;  they  entertained  us  with 
a  fierce  and  many  thou  land  iliot,  for  about  an  hour,  when 

our  men  valia  *tly  fealod  the  fort,  beat  them  thence,  and  from  the 
blockhoulei.  In  which  affcion  we  loll  Capt.  johnfon,  Capt.  Dan- 
forth,  and  Capt.  Gardiner,  and  their  lieutenants  difabled,  Capt. 
Marihali  alfo  iiain,  Capt.  Seely  ,  Capt.  Maion,  difabled,  and  many 

other 
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and  killed  and  captivated  40  perfons,  the  minifter’s  wife  1675 
and  children  among  the  reft,  he  himfelf  (Mr.  Rowlandfon) 
being  abfent.  Mifchief  was  done  about  the  fame  time  at 
Marlborough,  Sudbury,  and  Chelmsford.  The  21ft  they 
fell  upon  Medfield,  where  there  were  two  or  three  hun¬ 
dred  foldier.s,  and  yet  they  burned  half  the  town  down 

and 

other  of  our  officers,  infomuch  that,  by  a  frefh  aflault  and  recruit 
powder  from  their  ftore,  the  Indians  fell  on  again,  recarried, 
and  beat  us  out  of,  the  fort,  but  by  the  great  refolution  and  courage 
of  the  General  and  Major,  we  reinforced,  and  very  hardly  entered 
the  fort  again*  and  fired  the  wigwams,  with  many  living  and  dead 
perfons  in  them,  great  piles  of  meal  and  heaps  of  corn,  the  ground 
not  admitting  burial  of  their  ftore,  were  confumed  ;  the  number  of 
their  dead,  we  generally  fuppofe  the  enemy  loft  at  leafttwo  hundred 
men  ;  Capt*  Mofely  counted  in  one  corner  of  the  fort  fixty-four 
men*  Capt.  Goram  reckoned  150  at  leaft  :  But,  O!  Sir,  mine 
heart  bleeds  to  give  your  honor  an  account  of  our  loft  men,  but 
efpecially  our  refolute  Captains,  as  by  account  inclofed,  and  yet 
not  fo  many,  but  we  admire  there  remained  any  to  return,  a  cap¬ 
tive  woman,  well  known  to  Mr.  Smith,  informing  that  there  were 
three  thoufand  five  hundred  men  engaging  us,  and  about  a  mile 
diftant  a  thoufand  in  referve,  to  whom,  if  God  had  fo  pleafed,  we 
had  been  but  a  morfel,  after  fo  much  difablement:  fhe  informeth, 
that  one  of  their  fagamores  was  flain,  and  their  powder  fpent, 
cawfing  their  retreat,  and  that  they  are  in  a  diftreffed  condition  fof 
food  and  houfes,  that  one  Jofhua  Tift,  an  Englifhman,  is  their  en- 
courager  and  conductor.  Philip  was  feen  by  one,  credibly  inform¬ 
ing  us*  under  a  ftrong  guard.  After  our  wounds  dreffed,  we  drew 
up  for  a  march*  not  able  to  abide  the  field  in  the  ltorm,  and  weary, 
about  tv/o  of  the  clock,  obtained  our  quarters,  with  our  dead  and 
wounded,  only  the  General,  Minifters,  and  fome  other  perfons 
of  the  guard,  going  to  head  a  fmall  fwamp,  loft  our  way,  and  re¬ 
turned  again  to  the  enemy’s  quarters,  a  wonder  we  were  not  a  prey 
to  them,  and,  after  at  leaft  thirty  miles  marching  up  and  down, 
in  the  morming  recovered  our  quarters,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the 
arrival  of  Goodale  next  morning,  the  whole  camp  had  perifhed  ; 
the  whole  army,  efpecially  Connecticut,  is  much  difabled  and  un¬ 
willing  to  march,  with  tedious  ftofms,  and  no  lodgings,  and  frozen 
and  fwollen  limbs,  Major  Treat  importunate  to  return  at  leaft 
to  Stonington  ;  our  dead  and  wounded  are  about  two  hundred, 
difabled  as  many  ;  the  Want  of  officers,  the  confideration  whereof 
the  General  commends  to  your  honor,  forbids  any  adtion  at 
prefen  t*  and  We  fear  whether  Connecticut  will  comply,  at  laft, 
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8673  anJ  killed  eighteen  of  the  inhabitants.  The  25th,  they 
burned  feven  or  eight  houfes  at  Weymouth.  This 
feems  to  be  their  neared  approach  to  Boftcn,  between 
fifteen  and  twenty  miles  diftant  *,  at  lead  they  did  no 
mifehief  nearer.* 

1676  March  was  a  troublefome  month,  the  Indians 
attacking  North-Hampton  and  Springfield  upon  Con- 
nedlicut  river,  Groton,  Sudbury,  and  Marlborough,  in 
the  Madachufets,  Warwick  and  Providence  in  Rhode- 
Ifiand  colony,  burning  their  houfes  and  barns,  and  deftroy- 
ing  the  cattle,  and  many  of  the  inhabitants.  They  killed 
aifo  eleven  perlbns  of  one  family  in  Plimouth,  (Mr,  Clark's) 
and  on  the  26th  of  March  Capt.  Pierce,  of  Scituate  in  that 
colony,  with  50  Englifh,  and  20  Indians  of  Cape  Cod, 
being  drawn  into  an  ambufhment  by  a  fmall  number  of 
the  enemy,  found  themfclves  iurrounded  by  a  great  body 
of  Indians,  who  killed  every  Englifhman  and  great  part  of 


to  any  action.  We  are  endeavouring,  bv  good  keeping  and  bib 
letting  our  men  at  feveral  quarters,  and,  if  pofiible,  removal  of  our 
wounded  to  Rhode- [Hand,  to  recover  the  {pirit  of  our  foldiers, 
•fcnd  fhall  be  diligent  to  find  and  underhand  the  removals  or 
other  action  of  the  enemy,  if  God  pleafe  to  give  us  advantage 
again  ft  them.  6  S 

As  we  compleat  the  account  of  our  dead,  now  in  doing,  the  coun¬ 
cil  is  of  the  mind,  without  recruit  of  men,  we  lhall  not  be  able  to 
engage  the  main  body.  I  am  Sir,  your  honor’s 

I  give  yo*r  honor  hearty  thanks  humble  fervant, 

for  your  kind  lines,  of  which  humble  fervant, 

1  am  not  worthy.  T  ^  ,, 

Jofeph  Dudley.” 

Since  the  writing  of  thefe  lines,  the  General  and  Council  have 
jointly  concluded  to  abide  on  the  place,  notwithftanding  the  defire 
of  Connecticut,  only  entreat  that  a  fupply  of  200  may  be  fent  us, 
with  fupply  of  commanders  ;  and,  whereas  we  are  forced  to  gar- 
rifon  our  quarters  with  at  leaii  one  hundred,  three  hundred  men, 
upon  joint  account  of  the  colonies,  will  ferve,  and  no  lefts,  to  ef¬ 
fect  the  dchgn.  This  is  by  order  of  the  council. 

Blunder!)  'lies  and  hand  granadoes,  and  armour,  if  it  may  be, 
and  at  leaft  two  armourers  to  amend  arms.” 


*  The  23d  of  February,  being  a  faft  day  with  the  firft  Church 
bn  Bo  ft  on.  they  were  difturbed  by  an  alarm,  from  a  report  that  the 
Indians-  wj  -e  within  ten  miles  of  Bolton. 


the 
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die  friend  Indians*.  The  28th  of  the  month,  they  burned  1676 
40  houfes,  befides  tarns,  at  Rehoboth.  Where  Philip 
ipent  the  winter  was  never  certainly  known.  Some  con¬ 
jectured  that  he  went  to  the  Mohawks,  others  that  he 
went  to  Canada,  which  his  friends  Paid  was  his  intention 
in  the  fail.  He  knew  the  premium  fet  upon  his  head, 
ciifguifed  and  concealed  himfelf,  lo  that  we  hear  but  little 
of  him  until  he  was  killed  His  a  lairs  were  now  at  the 
higheft  flow,  and  thole  of  the  Englifli  never  at  fo  low  an 
ebb.  But  prefently  after,  a  fudden  turn  came  on.  The 
beginning  of  April,  the  Connecticut  men  under  George 
Denifon  of  Stonington,  with  forne  friend  Indians,  killed 
and  took  prifoners  forty-four  of  the  enemy,  and  before 
the  end  of  the  month,  the  fame  commander,  with  fixty-fix 
volunteers  Englifh,  and  one  hundred  and  twelve  Pecjuod 
Indians,  took  and  flew  feventy-flx  more  of  the  enemy, 
without  the  lofs  of  one  man  in  either  of  tjiefe  exploits. 
Between  thefe  two  iuccelsful  aCtions,  happened  a  very 
unfortunate  one  for  the  Maflachufets.  April  20th,  news 
came  to  Bolton  of  the  lofs  of  Cape.  Wadfworth  and  50 
of  his  men,  going  to  relieve  Sudbury  attacked  by  the 
enemy.  In  May  and  June,  the  enemy  appeared  in  various 
parts  of  the  colonies,  but  their  vigor  abated,  theirdiftrefles, 
for  want  of  provifions  and  ammunition,  increafed,  and  at 
the  fame  time  the  Mohawks  fell  upon  them  and  killed  5o 
of  them.  It  was  commonly  faid,  that  Philip  fell  upon  a 
party  of  Mohawks  and  killed  them,  and  reported  that  they 
were  killed  by  the  Englifh,  expediting  by  this  means  to 
engage  that  nation  in  the  war,  but  one  that  was  left  for 
dead  revived  and  efcaped  to  his  countrymen,  and  in¬ 
formed  that,  not  the  Englifli,  but  Philip  and  his  Indians 
had  been  the  murderers,  which  brought  that  revenge 
upon  the  guilty,  which,  wichout  this  difeovery,  would 

T  ne  captives  afterwards  reported  that  the  Englifh  fought  fo 
valiantly  that  they  flew  140  of  the  enemy.  MS. 

t  account  of  him  I  have  met  with,  is  in  a  MS.  letter  of 

Mr.  Cotton,  of  Plimouth,  upon  the  return  of  an  Indian  fpy,  who. 
reported  that  Philip  was  with  the  Hadley  Indians,  & c.  within  half 
a  day’s  march  of  Albany. 

u  3 


have 
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*■676  have  been  taken  of  thofe  who  were  innocent.  The 
beginning  of  July,  the  Connecticut  forces  met  with  a  party 
of  Indians  in  the  Naraganfet  country,  purfued  them  into 
a  fwamp,  and  killed  and  took  eighty  of  them,  without  any 
lofs  except  one  or  two  friend  Indians,  and  in  their  march 
back  60  more  of  the  enemy  fell  into  their  hands*.  The 
MalTachufets  and  Plimouth  men  in  feveral  parts  of  the 
country,  were  likewife  very  fuccelsful  from  time  to  time, 
killing  and  taking  fmali  parties  of  Indians  fcattered  about 
the  country,  and  no  commander  was  more  fortunate  than 
Captain,  af  terwards  Colonel,  Church,  of  Plimouth  colony. 
He  has  publifhed  an  account  of  his  exploits.  But  Philip 
was  the  object.  Upon  his  life  or  death  war  or  peace 
depended.  News  was  brought,  that,  after  a  year’s  abience, 
he  had  returned  to  Mount-Hope,  his  old  quarters,  and 
that  great  numbers  of  Indians  were  flocking  to  him,  with 
intent  to  fail  upon  the  neighbouring  towns.  The  MafTa- 
chufets  and  Plimouth,  both,  ordered  their  forces  after 
Philip.  The  former  returned  to  Bolton,  having  miffed, 
Philip,  but  they  killed  and  took  150  of  the  enemy,  who 
were  now  io  reduced  that  they  were  continually  ccming 
in  and  furrendering  themfelves  upon  promile  of  mercy. 
Two  hundred  in  one  week  came  in  to  Plimouth.  Philip 
fled  from  one  fwamp  to  another,  divers  times  very  nar¬ 
rowly  eicapmg,  lofing  one  cnief  councilor  after  another  ; 
his  unde  and  filter,  and  at  laft  his  wife  and  fon  were  taken 
prifoners.  Being  reduced  to  this  mifcrable  condition,  he 
was  killed  the  12th  of  Augult,  as  he  was  flying  from  a 
party  under  Capt.  Church,  out  of  a  fwamp  near  Mount- 
Hope.  One  of  his  own  men,  whom  he  had  offended,  and 
who  had  defer  ted  to  the  Englilh,  (hot  him  through  the 

*  The  brave  afllons  of  the  Connecticut  volunteers  have  not  been 
enough  applauded.  Denifon’s  name  ought  to  be  perpetuated.  The 
Naraganfet  fight  had  enraged  the  Indians  and  made  them  defperate, 
and  the  Englilh  plantations,  alter  that,  were  in  greater  terror  than 
before,  but  this  fuccefsful  hunting  them,  and  ferreting  them  out 
of  their  burrows,  funk  and  broke  their  fpirits,  and  feems  to  have 
determined  the  fate  or  Englilh  and  Indians,  Which  until  then  was 
doubtful  and  uncertain. 
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heart.  Inftead  of  his  fcalp,  he  cut  off  his  right  hand,  1676 
which  had  a  remarkable  fear,  well  known  to  theEnglifh, 
and  it  produced  ahaodfome  penny,  many  having  thecu- 
rioficy  to  fee  it.  T1  his  was  a  finiihing  droke,  the  parties 
of  Indians  that  remained  being  drove  from  one  hole  or 
fwamp  to  another,  fo  that  before  winter  they  were  all 
killed,  captivated,  or  forced  to  furrender  themfelves,  ex¬ 
cept  fome  few,  who  were  fuppofed  to  have  fled  to  the 
French,  and  others,  to  nations  of  foreign  Indians.  The 
cruelties  which  had  been  exercifed  upon  theEnglifh,  were 
urged  in  excufe  for  the  treatment  which  the  Indians  re¬ 
ceived,  who  were  made  prifoners  or  furrendered  themfelves. 

In  allthepromifes  of  mercy,  thole,  who  had  been  principal 
adors  in  any  murders  of  theEnglifh,  were  excepted,  and 
none  had  any  promife  made  of  any  thing  more  than 
their  lives.  A  great  many,  therefore,  of  the  chiefs  were 
executed  at  Bofton  and  Plimouth,  and  mold  of  the  reft 
were  fold,  and  (hipped  off  for  flaves  to  Bermudas  and 
other  parts.  Every  perfon,  almoft,  in  the  two  colonies, 
had  loll;  a  relation  or  near  friend,  and  the  people  in  gene¬ 
ral  were  exafperatea  *;  but  all  does  not  fufficiently  excufe 
this  great  feverity. 

The  fame  time  that  Philip  began  his  hoflilities  in 
Plimouth  colony,  the  Tarenteens,  or  Eaftern  Indians, 
were  infulting  the  Englifh  fettled  in  New  Hampfhire  and 
the  Province  of  Main.  They  began  with  robbing  the 
Englifh,  as  they  paffed  in  their  boats  and  canoes,  and  plun¬ 
dering  their  houfes  of  liquors,  ammunition,  and  fuch  move¬ 
ables  as  they  could  eafily  carry  off.  In  September  ( 1 765) 

*  Mr.  Increafe  Mather,  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Cotton,  23d  5  mo. 

1677,  mentions  an  inftance  of  rage  againft  two  prifoners  of  the 
Eaftern  Indians,  then  at  Marblehead,  a  filling  town  which  goes  be¬ 
yond  any  other  I  have  heard  of.  “  Sabbath  day  was  fe’nnight  the 
“  women  at  Marblehead,  as  they  came  out  of  the  meeting-houfe, 

“  fell  upon  two  Indians  that  were  brought  in  as  captives,  and  in 
“  a  tumultuous  way,  very  barbaroufty  murdered  them.  Doubtieis, 

“  if  the  Indians  hear  of  it,  the  captives  among  them  will  be  ferved 
“  accordingly. ”  The  Indians  had  murdered  fome  ot  the  fifhermen 
in  the  Eaftern  harbours  of  the  province. 

U  4  tM? 
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1676  tne j  came  to  the  houfe  of  one  Wakely,  an  old  man,  in 
a  co  bay,  and  murdered  him,  his  wife,  and  four  children 
an  grand-children,  and  carried  four  more  of  his  grand' 
c  lid ren  away  captives.  They  then  fell  upon  Saco,  and 
killed  thirteen  men,  and  burned  the  houfes,  killed  fix  men 
and  a  woman  at  Black-point  (Scarborough)  and  burned  20 
houfes.  They  next  fell  uponKittery,  and  killed  two  men. 
Mr.  Plaifted,  lieutenant  of  the  town,  with  20  Englifh,  went 
out  to  bury  the  dead,  and  was  fet  upon  by  the  Indians. 
He  fought  bravely,  with  leven  of  his  men  (the  reft  flying) 
until  he  and  his  fon,  and  one  more,  were  killed.  The 
Other  four  efcaped  to  the  garrifon.  They  then  came  to¬ 
wards  Pifcataqua,  making  fpoil  upon  the  inhabitants  on  the 
branches  of  that  river,  viz.  at  Oyfter  river,  Salmon-falls, 
Dover,  Exeter,  &c.  burning  their  houfes  and  barns,  and  a 
mill  belonging  to  Mr.  Hutchinfon,  a  merchant  in  Bofton, 
and  killing  more  or  lefs  of  the  people  in  every  place,  to 
the  number  of  about  fifty,  in  the  whole.  The  govern¬ 
ment  s  hands  were  full,  from  the  attempts  of  Phihp  and 
his  accomplices,  and  during  the  lummer,  nothing  more  was 
done,  than  to  commit  the  care  of  the  Eaftern  plantations  to 
the  chief  officers  of  the  refpectivc  regiments,  todefend  them 
agdnft  the  enemy ;  but  in  the  fall,  forces  were  drawn  from 
the  other  counties,  in  order  to  have  marched  into  the 
Eaftern  country,  but  were  prevented  by  the  feverity  of  the 
weather,  which  fat  in  fooner  than  ufual.  The  Indians 
in  thofe  parts,  at  the  lame  time,  fued  for  peace,  and  there 
was  a  good  profpefl  of  its  being  fettled  ;  but  the  endea¬ 
vours  of  Major  Waldron  to  effect  it  were  next  year  fru fi¬ 
trated.  Plowever,  during  the  winter,  and  the  next  fpring, 

and  the  greateft  part  o\  the  fummer,  thofe  plantations 
were  at  reft. 

The  accounts  which  were  tranfmitted  to  England  of 
the  diilreffes  oi  the  colony,  during  the  war,  although  they 
might  excite  compaffion  in  the  breads  of  fome,  yet  they 
were  improved,  by  others,  ib  render  the  colony  more  ob¬ 
noxious.  A  fine  country,  it  was  faid,  was  in  danger  of 
being  loft  to  England,  by  the  penurioufnefs  of  thofe  who 

were 
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were  at  the  head  of  affairs,  in  not  raifing  monies  for  the  1 676 
defence  of  it,  and  by  their  obftinacy  in  rtfufing  to  apply 
to  the  King  for  relief.  This  appears  as  well  by  other 
letters,  as  by  one  from  Lord  Anglefey  to  Mr.  Leveret*, 

between 

*  Sir,  “  London,  May  1 6,  1676. 

I  received  your  letter,  intimating  the  troubles  of  that  country, 
unexpectedly  brought  upon  you  by  the  Indians,  and  as  I  thank 
you  for  it,  fo  I  wiih  the  continuance  of  your  correfpondence  and 
informations,  as  often  as  occafion  offers,  having  as.  great  a  fym- 
pathy  as  any  for  your  fufferings,  and  as  warm  inclinations,  both 
to  advife  and  afiift  you,  to  my  power,  againft  your  barbarous  and 
ungrateful  enemies.  But  when  I  have  faid  this  (as  the  belt  proof 
of  it)  I  muft  chide  you  and  that  whole  people  of  Ncw-England, 
that  (as  if  you  Vvere  independent  of  our  mailer’s  crown,  needed 
not  his  protection,  or  had  deferred  ill  of  him,  as  fome  have  not  been 
wanting  to  fuggelt  and  urge  teltimony  thereof)  from  the  .firft 
hour  of  God’s  ftretching  out  his  hand  againft  you  to  this  time 
(though  we  have  fucceftive  and  frequent  tidings  (like  Job’s  mef- 
fengers)  of  the  great  devaftations  and  fpoils  that  are  made  by  lire 
and  fword  upon  thofe  plantations,  which  God  hatn  fo  fignally 
bleffed,  and  made  to  flourifh  till  now)  you  have,  not  yet  (as  cer¬ 
tainly  became  you)  made  your  addreffes  to  the  King’s  Majefty,  or 
fome  of  his  minifters,  for  his  perufal,  that  he  might  be  authenti¬ 
cally  informed  both  of  your  enemies  and  your  condition,  by  what 
means  you  are  brought  low,  and  what  are  the  molt  proper  and 
hopeful  remedies  for  your  recovery. 

I  can  write  but  by  guefs,  yet  it  is  not  altogether  groundlefsly.re- 
ported,  that  the  French  do  underhand  aftift  and  fupply  your  enemies, 
that  you  are  divided  among  yourfelves,  that  you  have  not  ufed  or¬ 
dinary  providence,  that  you  are  too  tenacious  of  what  is  neceffary 
for  your  prefervation,  as  if  you  kept  your  goods  for  your  enemies, 
and  wanted  hearts  to  make  ufe  of  them  yourfelves,  that  you. are 
poor  and  yet  proud.  This  was  not  the  fpirit  that  carried  you  into 
that  wildernefs  and  led  you  on  there  ever  fince,  building  and  plant¬ 
ing  for  yourfelves  and  God.  But  thefe  calamities  may  come  upon 
vou  to  bring  you  to  your  irrft  poll,  and  to  do  your  firft  works,  tho’ 

I  would  not  willingly  judge  you  therein. 

'  •  *  V  I 

It  may  not  be  fit  for  me  to  advife  you  what  to  do,  till  better  in¬ 
formed,  but  I  know  his  Majefty.  hath  a  tender  and  compaflionate 
heart  for  all  his  fubjeCts  that  are  induftrious  and  orderly,  and  hatn 
power  fufficient,  as  well  as  will,  10  help  his  colonies  in  diftrefs,  as 
others  have  experienced,  and  you  may,  in  good  time.  He  knows 
how  to  deal  with  the  French,  either  by  the  interpofition  of  their  own 
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3676  between  whomthere  was  a  friendly  correfpondence  kept 

p.  In  Cromwell  s  court  Mr.  Leveret  had  been,  perhaps 
upon  a  level  with  Mr.  Annefly*.  There  feems  m  have 
been  no  ground  for  the  charge  ;  neither  men  nor  monev 

were  wanting  for  the  fervice.  An  application  to  England  for 

men,  was  neceffary,  and  I  meet  with  no  papers  which  in¬ 
timate  tnat  there  was  any  thought  of  it  in  any  perfons  in 
the  colony  Fighting  made  foldiers.  As  foon  as  the  in- 
habitants  had  a  little  experience  of  the  Indian  way  of 
hghting,  they  became  a  match  for  them.  An  addition 
to  their  numbers  they  did  not  want.  Be  that  as  it  may,  this 
is  certain,  that  as  the  colony  was  at  firft  fettled,  fo  it  was 
now  preferved  from  ruin  without  any  charge  to  the  mo- 
t  er  country.  Nay,  as  far  as  I  can  judge  from  the  mate¬ 
rials  I  have,  the  collections  made  in  the  colony,  after  the 
fire  of  London,  for  the  relief  of  the  fufferers  there  and 
upon  other  occafions,  for  the  relief  of  divers  of  the  plan¬ 
tations,  with  other  public  donations,  from  the  firft  fettle- 
ment  until  the  charter  was  vacated,  will  not  fall  much,  if 
any  thing,  fiiort  of  the  whole  fum  that  was  bellowed  upon 
the  colony,  from  abroad,  during  that  time. 

In  the  height  of  the  diftrefs  of  the  war,  and  whilft 
the  authority  of  the  colony  was  contending  with  the 
natives  for  the  pofieffion  of  the  foil,  complaints  were 

King,  or  by  authorizing  and  affifting  you  to  right  yourfelves  again!! 

em.  He  can  fend  (hips  or  men  to  help  you,  or  furnifh  vou  with 
ammunition,  as  the  cafe  requires,  or,  by  a  general  col¬ 
lection,  open  the  bowels  and  purfes  of  his  people  here  towards  you 
where  there  are  many  that  mourn  for  your  diftrefs,  and  will  not  only 
t?e  lnterceflors  to  the  throne  of  grace,  but  to  God’s  vicegerent  alfo 
or  your  reaef,  if  you  are  not  wanting  to  yourfelves  and  failing  in 

that  dutiful  application  which  fubjedts  ought  to  make  to  their  love- 
reigns  m  fuch  cafe. 

If  thefe  hints  may  work  any  thouhgts  of  heart  in  you,  that  may 
produce  fpeedy  and  effectual  councils  for  your  re-eftablifhment,  I 
fliail  rejoice  that  I  have  been  your  remembrancer,  and  ihall  promote 
in  the  bell  manner  I  can  your  requells  to  that  end,  being  to  you, 

and  the  good  people  of  that  colony,  an  affectionate  friend  and 
hearty  well- wither. 

To  my  moll  elieemed  friend 

John  Leverett,  Efq;  governor,  &c.  Anglesey. 

*  Afterwards  Earl  of  Anglefey. 


making 
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making  in  England,  which  (truck  at  the  powers  of  1676 
government,  and  an  enquiry  was  fet  on  foot,  which  was 
continued  from  time  to  time,  until  it  finally  iffued  in  a 
quo  warranto,  and  judgment  thereupon  againft  the  charter. 

In  the  fummer  of  1676*.  Edward  Randolph  was  fent  to 
the  Mafiachufets  with  his  Majefty  slettei  ot  March  10th, 
1675-6,  and  copies  of  the  petitions  and  complaints  of 
Mafon  and  Gorges  +.  The  King  commanded  that  agents 
(hould  be  fent  over,  to  appear  before  him  in  fix  months 
after  the  receipt  of  the  letter,  fully  inftrufted  and  im- 
powered  to  anfwer.  The  governor  fummoned  a  fpecial 
court,  to  meet  the  9th  of  Auguft.  The  elders  which 
were  then  in  town  were  defired  to  attend,  and  to  confidei 
of  this  queftion  propofed  to  them  by  the  court,  viz. 

“  Whether  the  moft  expedient  manner  of  making 
anfwer  to  the  complaints  of  Mr.  Gorges  and  Mr .  Mafon, 
about  the  extent  of  our  patent  line,  be,  by  fending, 
agents  or  attornies  to  anfwer  the  fame,  or  to  anfwer  by 
writing  only  ?” 

They  foon  agreed  upon  the  following  anfwer.  ■ 

It  feems  unto  us  the  moft  expedient  way  of  making  an¬ 
fwer  unto  the  complaints  of  Mr.  Gorges  and  Mr.Malon, 
about  the  extent  of  our  patent  line,  to  do  it  by  appoint¬ 
ment  of  agents,  to  appear  and  make  anfwer  for  us,  by 
way  of  information  at  this  time,  and  in  this  cafe,  pro¬ 
vided  they  be,  with  utmoft  care  and  caution,  qualified  as 
to  their  inftrucftions,  by  and  according  to  which  they  may 
negotiate  that  affair,  with  fafety  unto  the  country,  and 
with  all  duty  and  loyalty  unto  his  Majefty,  in  the  pre- 
fervation  of  our  patent  liberties.5’  The  reafons  for 

their  opinion  were  iubjoined.  The  court  determined 

/  , 

*  In  the  fpring  of  the  year  1676,  the  Dutch  took  the  fort  at  Pe- 
nobfcot  from  the  French.  Some  veffels  from  New-England  went 
and  drove  off  the  Dutch,  but  kept  no  poffeflioru 

f  Th-  letter  was  diretted  “  To  the  governor  and  Magistrates 
of  the  town  of  Bolton.”  Randolph  was,  befides,  directed  by  the 
Lords  committee  for  trade,  See .  to  enquire  into  the  Rate  of  the 
colony.  The  feveral  queries  and  his  anfwers  may  be  feen  in  tne 

appendix. 
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l677»-  :his  advi«*  William  Stoughton*  and 
c  '  ,  .  !kley  1  were  chofen  for  the  purpofe  ^oon 

Til  ,n  En8'"d-  athMri"S  ™  M  bZe 

ie  L,ords  of  the  committee  of  the  council,  upon  the 

TodT/  P°mt!  °f  thdr  a8ency>  the  claims  ofPGoraes 
and  Mafon  in  both  which  they  were  unfuccefsful.  The 

fort 'tttnf  Was  c0nfirmcd  t0  Go;  BeS  and  his  heirs, 
ht  fo,i  and  g°vernment.  To  put  an  end  to  all  fu- 

tants  oft’  ^  WC  3t  u°  TgTrat‘fy  many  of  th-  inhabi- 
tants  of  that  province,  John  Ulher  was  employed  by  the 

Maffachufets  to  purchafe  the  right  and  inter?!!  of  Gorges’s 

andSaVrh '?• hC  d‘d  f°r  tWdve  hundred  P°unds  Aerbng, 

wTgrraS,erS-  **«  f“"h"  £ 

the  crown  £  With  refpedt  to  Mahon’s  claim,  it  was  de- 
termined,  that  the  Maffachufets  had  a  ri^ht  to  three 
m,  es  N°„h  of  river,  felloe?  the  court 

of  the  river,  fo  far  as  it  extended,  and  that  the  expreffions 

ho  ■  j  ?arter  d°  not  warrant  the  over-reachin  >  thofe 
bounds  by  imaginary  lines  or  bounds  §. 

The 

A  fim’onofhi  Tlhe’efe'S  "i,  h"“*  “  “"V"’"''' 

the  magiitracy  (in  167,  )  pnnU  He  came  ear,X  »to 

t  Mr.  Bulkley  was  fpeaker  of  the  houfe  of  deputies  fon  if, 

faiIed0OtftobeerC3o;t!6716inift?' ^ ofConeord,  of  the  faint ’name.  They 

was  made  a  queftion  by  fome,  whether  the  right  of  jurifdiaio" 

ln  lh.\  heir“  °lr  Gorges,  was  fuch  an  intereft  as  co^ild  leo-dlv 
be  fold  or  dev, fed.  Since  the  incorporation  by  the  new 

tr:  lldp  f,.  h'hat  consequence  which  way  it  be  determined 

,  J  The  Maflachufets  thought  themfelves  aggrieved  by  the  deter’  ■ 

mmation  of  his  late  Majefty  in  council,  fettling  the  boundary  lefs 
avorably  for  them  than  they  ever  expe&ed."1  The  river  Merri 
mack,  which  runs  upon  a  Wertcrn  courfe  as  far  as  Dunftable' 
afterwards  turns  ,0  the  Northward.  It  is  not  certain,  that  at  tfc 

time 


< 
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*  * 

The  controverfy  between  the  Maffachufets  and  Mr.  1677 
Mafon  having  fubfifted  fo  many  years,  it  may  not  be  amifs 
to  fet  his  claim  or  pretence  in  its  true  light.  A  copy 
of  agrant,  made  by  thecouncilof  Plimouth,  toCapt.John  J 
Mafon,  of  all  the  lands  between  Naumkeak  and  Merri-  ; 
mack,  dated  March  9  th,  162 1,  is  the  firft,  in  order  of  time, 
that  has  been  produced.  This  grant  was  faid  to  be  only 
fealed,  unwitneffcd,  no  feifin  endorfed,  nor  poffeffion  ever 
given  with  the  grant,  and  no  entry  upon  any  record. 

Another  copy  of  a  grant,  Augufb  10th  1622,  of  all 
the  lands  from  Merrimack  to  Sagadehoc,  which,  it  was 
faid,  did  not  appear  to  have  been  figned,  lealed,  or  wit- 
neffed,  by  any  order  of  the  council. 

Another  grant,  or  copy  of  a  grant,  of  part  of  the  fame 
lands,  viz.  all  between  the  rivers  Merrimack  and  Pifcata- 
qua,  to  Captain  John  Mafon  alone,  dated  Nov.  7,  1629. 

time  of  the  grant  to  the  M aftachufers  colony,  in  1628,  this  alter¬ 
ation  of  the  courfe  was  known  to  the  grantors,  or  to  any  Euro¬ 
pean.  It  is  certain,  that  a  few  years  after  our  an ceftors  came 
over,  evidence  was  taken  and  preferved,  that  this  river  retained  the 
fame  name  among  the  natives  from  the  mouth  to  the  crotch, 
and  there  Teemed  to  be  no  intention  in  1 677,  that  Maftachufets 
line  fhould  crofs  the  river.  However,  it  was  thought  an  equi¬ 
table  confirmation  of  the  province  charter,  in  1738,  that  fo  far  as 
the  river  kept  a  weftern  courfe,  and'no  farther,  the  province  line 
fnonld  run  the  fame  courfe,  keeping  the  diftance  of  three  miles 
north  of  the  river,  but  after  that  to  run  due  weft.  There  was, 
befides,  a  miftake  made  to  the  prejudice  of  the  province  ;  for,  in- 
llead  of  running  as  far  as  the  river  kept  a  weftern  courfe  (the 
real  intention  of  the  royal  determination)  it  Hops  feveral  miles 
fhort,  at  Patucket,  where  the  river  inclines  to  the  fouth.  Whereas 
if  the  line  had  been  continued  to  the  bend,  and  then  crofted  the 
driver,  or  if  the  due  weft  iine  had  begun  a  few  miles  ihort  of 
Patucket,  in  either  cafe,  feveral  miles  in  breadth,  the  whole 
length  of  the  line  would  have  belonged  to  the  Maffachufets, 
which  now  falls  to  New-Hamplhirc.  This,  my  Lord  Wilmington, 

Who  was  then  president  of  the  council,  allured  me  in  the  year  1741, 
proceeded  from  a  mifapprehenfion  of  the  courfe  of  the  river.  He 
did  not  conceive  that  at  Patucket  the  river  inclined  to  the  louth- 
yvard,  or  that  any  lofs  was  occaftoned  to  the  Maffachufets.  I  he 
New  Hamplhire  agent  was  better  able  to  Manage  the  controverfy 
than  the  agents  for  the  Maffachufets. 

a 

Another. 
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1677  Another  gtant  in  1635,  April  22c],  of  all  the  lands 
between  Naumkeag  and  Pifcataqua  river*. 

In  all  this  con fu (ion  of  grants,  or  copies  of  grants,  the 
greateft  ftrefs  is  laid  upon  that  of  November  7th,  1620 
It  is  a  ft  range  thing  that  the  council  of  Plimouth,  unlels 
all  thofe  grants,  prior  to  the  Maflachufets  grant,  had  been 
either  deemed  imperfedt  and  invalid  from  the  beginning 
or  elfe  refigned  and  thrown  up,  fhould  grant  the  fame  lands 
to  the  Maflachufets,  Mafon  and  Gorges  both  beino" 
members,  and  the  moft  adtive  members  of  the  council. 
It  is  not  eafy  to  account  for  a  grant  of  all  the  lands  be¬ 
tween  Merrimack  and  Pifcataqua  to  Mafon  in  1629,  when 
three  miles  between  thole  two  rivers  had  been  granted  the 
year  before  to  the  Maflachufets.  The  grants  which  were 
made,  or  pretended  to  be  made,  in  1635,  were  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  a  number  of  the  members  of  the  council,  to  fecure 
iome  part  of  the  dying  intereft  tothemlelves  and  pofteritv. 
in  which  they  all  failed  f .  * 

.  .  Douglafs  fays,  v.  2.  p.  26.  That  Mafon  in  j 633,  and  Gorges 

in  1639,  obtained  royal  patents,  with  powers  of  jurifdiftion  ;  but 
Douglais  was  under  a  Miltake  as  to  Maion.  About  that  time,  as 
has  been  before  obferved,  it  was  intended  a  general  governor 
Ihould  be  fent  over,  and  Mafon  was  appointed,  and  received  a 
commiffion  as  governor  over  that  part  of  the  continent  from  Naum- 
keag  to  Pifcataqua,  but  lubje6t  to  the  general  governor.  The 
defign  of  a  general  governor  was  laid  afide,  and  we  hear  no  more 

of  the  commiffion  to  Mafon,  which  he  never  came  to  America  to 
publifh.  Ancient  MS .  ‘  > 

f  An  action  was  brought  in  Feb.  1682,  at  Portfmouth,  a^ainfl 
one  H  adley  of  Exeter,  in  which  this  grant  of  1635  was  princi¬ 
pally  relied  on,  and  Mr.  Chamberlayne,  fecretary  of  the  pro¬ 
vince,  and.  one  Mr.  Reynes  made  oath,  that  they  had  compar  d 
the  copy  witii  the  original,  which  did  not  appear  to  have  been  either 
figned,  fealed,  or  witneffed.  The  lands  in  queiiion  had  been  man* 
years  occupied,  and  the  plaintiff  failed  in  his  fuit.  It  was  ob¬ 
served,  on  the  trial,  that  the  council  of  Plimouth  was  to  confiil  of 
forty  perfons,  who  had  power  of  granting  lands  in  New-England,  , 
provided  it  v,ac  done  by  the  major  part  of  them,  or  the  major  part 
of  a  lawful  affembly  of  the  faid  council,  and  under  their  com¬ 
mon  feal.  Toothing  of  this  app  ared.  The  original  grant  could 
not  be  found  in  1691,  when  Allen  entered  a  caveat  againfl  the* 
Maffachufets  cnarter,  He  pretended  it  was  in  Nsw-Enodand. 
HA  bard  MS. 


Sir 
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Sir  William  Jones,  the  attorney  general,  gave  his  1677 
opinion  upon  the  whole  cafe,  which  was  tranimitted  to 
the  Mafiachufets,  and  is  as  follows. 

“  THE  cafe  of  the  governor  and  company  of  Mafiachufets 
Bay,  in  New-England,  in  America. 

“  3d  Nov.  14  Jac.  The  whole  tradt  of  New-England 
was  granted  to4operfons,  Lords  and  others,  by  the  name 
of  the  council  of  New-England,  eftablifhed  at  Plimouth, 
whereby  power  is  given  them  to  fet  out  lands  and  heredi¬ 
taments  to  adventurers  and  planters,  as  fhould,  by  a  com- 
million  of  furvey,  and  diftribution  executed,  be  named. 

“  19  Mar.  1628.  The  laid  council  grant  the  Maffa- 
chufets  colony  to  Rofwell  and  others. 

“  4  Mar.  4  Car.  1.  The  grant  to  Rofwell,  &c.  was, 
by  letters  patent,  confirmed  to  the  laid  proprietors  and 
others,  their  affociates,  who  were  then  incorporated,  with 
power  of  government  granted  to  them,  and  of  making 
laws,  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  England. 

44  The  company,  in  purfuance  of  this  grant  of  the 
council  of  Plimouth  and  charter  from  the  King,  tranfporc 
themfclves  and  make  a  fettlement  upon  the  faid  lands, 
cliftributing  the  fame,  from  time  to  time,  freely  to  adven¬ 
turers  and  planters,  without  any  rent  referved  to  the  com¬ 
pany  ;  yet  fo  that,  where  the  faid  lands  were  pofiefied  by 
the  natives,  the  planters  did  alfo  purchafe  from  them. 

“  May  1657.  ^  KS  enafted  by  the  laws  of  the  place. 

That  any  perfon,  who  had,  by  himfelf,  his  grantees  or 
afiigns,  before  the  law  about  inheritance  14  Odto. 
poffeffed  and  occupied,  as  his  or  their  proper  right  in  fee 
fimple,  any  houfes  or  lands  there,  and  fhould  fo  continue 
without  difburbance,  left,  fuits,  or  denial,  legally  made  by 
having  the  claims  of  any  perfon  thereto  entered  with  the 
recorder  of  the  county,  and  fuch  claim  profecuted  to  effect 
within  5  years  next  after  the  2cth  of  that  prefent  May 
1657,  every  fuch  proprietor,  their  heirs  and  afiigns,  (hall 
for  ever  after  enjoy  the  fame,  without  any  lawful  lett, 
fuit,  diflurbancc,  or  denial,  by  any  other  claim,  of  any 
perfon  or  perfons  whatfoever,  any  law  or  cuftoni  to  the 
contrary  notwithfla^nding.  N® 


3 16  the  history  of 


*^77  No  claims  made  of  the  Jands  in  queftion,  within  the 
Time  limited. 


*635*  the  patent  of  3d  Nov.  14  Jac.  furrendered. 
c(  4C  Mr.  Mafon’s  title, 

p  2  ^ar*  1 62 1.  Mr.  Malian,  by  grant  from  the  council 
at  1  limouth,  under  their  common  feal,  to  his  anceftor  John 
Mafon,  claims  fome  ten  towns  within  the  Maffachufets 
bounds  of  their  patent,  to  be  called  Mariana,  to  hold  to 
him  and  his  heirs,  in  fee  and  common  focage,  &c.  fubject 
to  the  exceptions  in  the  grant  to  the  grand  council,  yield¬ 
ing  a  fifth  part  of  all  ore  found  to  his  Majefty,  and  another 
filth  part  to  the  council,  with  a  letter  of  attorney  to  the 
chief  officer  there  for  the  time  being,  for  delivery  of  pof- 
leffion  and  feifin  to  the  grantee  Mafon,  or  his  attorney. 

*.  Note,  the  grant  only  fealed  with  the  council  feal, 

unwitneficd,  no  feifin  endorfed,  nor  pofieffion  ever  siven 
with  the  grant. 

10  Aug*  1622.  The  laid  council  grant,  aliene,  fell, 
and  confirm  to  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  and  Capr.  John 
Mafon,  their  heirs  and  affigns,  all  the  lands  lying  between 
the  rivers  Merrimack  and  Sagadehoc. 

“  Note  as  in  the  Grant  of  1621. 

.7  Nov.  1629.  The  faid  council  grant  part  of  the  pre- 
miles  to  Capt.  John  Malbn,  fingle,  and  his  heirs,  extend¬ 
ing  between  the  rivers  of  Merrimack  and  Pifcataqua. 

<c  Note  as  above. 

*63 1  •  The  lame  council  did  again  grant  a  fmall 
parcel  of  the  premifes  granted  to  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges 
and  Capt.  John  Malbn,  unto  the  faid  Sir  Ferdinando 
and  Capt.  Malbn,  with  about  fix  or  leven  others,  their 
affociates,  lying  on  both  Tides  the  river  Pifcataqua,  upon 
which  lands  Tome  fettlements  were  made,  and  lome  part 

thereof  divided  between  the  faid  grantees  and  adventurers 
after  1631*. 


If  Mafon  fuppofed  any  of  tine  preceding  grants  to  be  in  any 
force,  why  fhould  he  take  a  grant  of  part  of  the  lands  only  con¬ 
tained  in  thofe  former  grants,  and  take  in  affociates,  and  come  to  a 
aivifion  with  them 

April 
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£C  April  1635.  Capt.  John  Mafon  obtains  a  new  grant  167 7, 
From  the  faid  great  council,  of  all  the  lands  from  Naum- 
keag  river  to  Pifcataqua  river,  by  the  name  of  New 
Hampfhire,  at  which  time  all  that  part  of  the  lands,  fo 
granted,  which  are  now  contained  within  the  bounds  of 
the  Maftachufets,  were  aftually  diftributed  to  and  planted 
by  the  inhabitants  of  that  colony,  by  virtue  of  their  grant 
from  the  faid  council. 

The  whole  matter  in  difference  was  referred  to  the 
two  Lord  Chief  Juftices,  by  his  Majefty  in  council. 

“  They,  after  a  folemn  hearing  of  counfel  on  both  fides, 
reported  unto  his  Majefty  : 

“  That  as  to  the  right  of  the  foil  of  the  province  of 
New-Hampfhire  and  Main,  they  could  give  no  opinion, 
not  having  proper  parties  before  them,  it  appearing,  that 
not  the  Maftachufets,  but  the  ter-tenants,  had  the  right 
of  foil  and  whole  benefit  thereof,  and  yet  were  not  fum- 
moned  to  defend  their  titles. 

“  As  to  Mr.  Mafon’s  right  of  government  within  the 
foil  he  claimed,  their  Lordfhips,  and  indeed  his  own 
counfel,  agreed  he  had  none  *,  the  great  council  of  Pli- 
mouth,  under  whom  he  claimed,  having  no  power  to 
transfer  government  to  any. 

u  As  to  the  bounds  of  the  Maffachufets  colony,  their 
Lordfhips  have,  by  their  faid  report,  excluded  thereout  the 
four  towns  of  Dover,  Portfmouth,  Exeter  and  Hampton, 
parcel  of  Mr.  Mafon’s  claim,  ‘  but  determined  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  his  claim  to  be  within  their  bounds/  Which 
report  was  confirmed  by  his  Majefty  in  council. 

“  ift  Query.  Whether  Mr.  Mafon’s  grants,  being  only 
under  the  council  of  Plimouth’s  feal,  unwitneffed,  and 
without  any  entry  or  record  of  them  any  where,  without 
feifin  endorfed,  and  no  pofleflion  having  ever  gone  along 

*  Although  Douglafs,  as  has  been  obferved,  goes  further,  and 
fays,  that  “  Aug.  19,  1635,  King  Charles,  by  patent,  confirms  the 
grant  caHed  New-Hampfhire,  with  power  of  government  and  jurif- 
di&ion  (as  in  the  palatinate  or  bifhoprick  of  Durham)  with  power 
of  conferring  honours,”  yet  this  is  not  probable.  His  heirs  were 
certainly  unacquainted  with  it,  or  they  would  have  made  mention 
of  it  before  the  King  in  council  in  1601. 

X  with 
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i6yy  with  them,  be  valid  in  law  to  ouft  about  50  years  pof- 
ieflion,  a  tide  under  the  government  of  the  Maflachufets, 
and  a  pnrchafe  from  the  natives  ? 

1  think  it  not  good  according  to  the  law  of  England, 
and  New-England  having  no  particular  law  of  their  own  (to 
sliy  knowledge)  which  differs  from  the  law  of  England, 
as  to  the  manner  cf  paffing  lands,  I  do  not  lee  how  any 
01  thefe  grants  can  be  good. 

Or,  admitting  they  be  good  in  law, 
tc  2d  Quer.  Whether  Mr.  Mafon  be  not  flopped  by 
the  law  of  the  place,  as  above,  having  not  made  his  claim 
thereto  within  the  time  prefcribed  ? 

4C  If  Mr.  Mafon’s  eftate  do  lie  within  the  jurifdiction  of 
the  affembly  which  made  this  law,  and  that  this  affembly 
were  rightly  conflicted  according  to  the  powers  given  by 
charter,  I  think  Mr.  Mafon  was  bound  by  this  law,  which 
I  look  upon  to  be  a  reafonable  law,  and  agreeing  in  rea- 
fon  with  the  law  of  England. 

46  And  if  Mr.  Mafon  have  right  thereto, 

3d  Quer.  Whether  ought  not  that  right  to  be  tried 
on  the  place,  ten  of  the  towns  claimed  by  him  remaining 
within  the  Maflachufets  by  the  chief  j  offices  report  ? 

“  I  think  his  right  ought  to  be  tried  upon  the  place, 
for  fo  much  thereof  as  lies  within  the  Maflachufets  jurif- 
diftion,  liable  to  fuch  appeal  as  the  charter  allows,  if  it 
allows  any. 

“  4th  Quer.  Or,  if  triable  here,  by  what  court  can  it 
properly  be  fo,  whether  in  one  of  the  four  courts  at 
Weftminffer,  or  upon  a  fpecial  Commiffion,  and  how,  in 
your  judgment,  whether  by  jury  or  otherwife  ? 

66  It  cannot  properly  be  tried  here  by  any  of  the  four 
courts,  but  according  to  the  law  of  the  place,  if  it  lie 
•within  any  jurifdidlion,  and  if  within  none,  the  King  may 
ereft  courts-,  to  proceed  according  to  the  law  of  England, 
unlefs  altered  by  the  legiflative  power  of  the  place.'* 

18  Sept.  1679.  W.  Jones.*5 

A 

t 

*  Before  1691  Mafori’s  heirs  had  fold  their  title  to  Samuel  Allen, 
and  nothing  more  was  heard  of  it  until  1737,  after  the  determi¬ 
nation 
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A  commiffion  was  iffued  by  the  crown  for  the  govern-  1679 
ment  of  New-Hampfliire.  The  Mafifachufets,  thereupon, 
forbore  any  further  exercife  of  jurifd-ftion.  I  lie  towns  01 
Salifburv,  Amefbury  and  Haverhill,  by  their  original 
grants  from  the  Maffachufets  colony,  extending  more 
than  three  miles  from  Merrimack,  the  iViafiacmnets  con¬ 
tinued  to  exercife  jurifdidtion  over  the  wnole  of  thole 
towns,  although,  according  to  the  determination,  part  of 

them  lay  without  the  patent. 

Besides  this  controverfy  about  bounds,  the  agents  had 
other  complaints  to  anfwer.  Randolph,  who,  the  people 
of  New-England  faid,  u  went  up  anei  down  leeking  to  de¬ 
vour  them,’5  returned  to  England,  and  repiefented  the 
colony  as  refufing  any  obedience  to  the  adts  for  reginating 
the  trade  of  the  plantations.  A  (hip,  belonging  to  Mr. 

U  flier,  put  the  owner  afhore  at  home  Engiifn  port,  and 
went  over  to  Holland.  Mr.  Stoughton  writes  (iff  Dec, 
1677)  ct  Randolph  upon  this  news  was  full  of  bufinefs, 
cc  being  employed,  as  he  laid,  by  my  Lord  treafurer,  to 
“  make  enquiry  about  it,  in  order  to  further  proceedings, 

<c  but  now  we  have  intelligence  as  if  that  veflfel  were  again 
c;  put  into  Plimouth,  and  had  not  been  in  Holland.  If  ihe 
cc  either  make  her  market  here,  or  pay  her  duties  before 
fne  go  elfewhere,  it  may  help  to  allay  matters.  1  he 
country’s  not  taking  notice  of  thefe  aces  of  navigation  to 
<c  obferve  them,  hath  been  the  molt  unhappy  negledl  that 
cc  we  could  have  fallen  into,  for,  more  and  more  every  day. 


nation  of  the  controverfy  between  the  Maffachufets  and  New- 
Hampfhire.  A  large  traft  of  country,  which  always  before  was 
fuppofed  to  be  within  the  Maffachufets  province,  being  left  out  of 
it,  John  Tufton,  now  a  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  army,  a  defend¬ 
ant  from  Mafon,  and  who  then  took  the  name  of  T ufton  Maion  agreed- 
able  to  the  laftwill  of  his  anceftor,  laid  claim  to  it,  as  heir  in  tail 
to  the  firft  grantee*  and  having  differed  a  recovery,  fold  his  intercK 
to  divers  perfons,  who  now  call  thcmfelves  proprietors*  &ci  Capt. 
Mafon  was  a  generous  adventurer  in  a  noble  defign,  the  peopling  a 
new  country,  which  has  a  tendency  to  multiply  the  hum  an,  race. 
Many  of  the  firll  adventurers  failed.  Thofe  who  came  alter  law 
their  errors,  avoided  them,  and  fucceeded.  This  has  oitep  been  the 
cafe  with  other  great  undertakings.  The  fil'd  undertakers  ought 
not  to  be  forgotten. 

*'  v  << 
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167 y  cc  we  find  it  moft  certain,  that  without  a  fair  compliance 
<4  in  that  matter,  there  can  be  nothing  expelled  but  a  total 
breach,  and  the  ftorms  of  difpleafure  that  may  be.” 
The  Quakers  alfo  renewed  their  complaints  againft  the 
colony.  In  the  diftrefs  of  the  colony  by  the  Indian  war, 
among  other  fins,  which  were  the  caufe  of  it,  the  tolera¬ 
tion  fhewn  to  Quakers  was  thought  to  be  one  ;  the  court 
therefore  made  a  law,  “  That  every  perfon,  found  at  a 
6C  Quaker’s  Meeting,  fhall  be  apprehended  ex  officio,  by 
the  conftable,  and,  by  warrant  from  a  magistrate  or 
commiffioner,  fnall  be  committed  to  the  houfe  of  cor- 
<c  reCtion,  and  there  have  the  difeipline  of  the  houfe  ap- 
<c  plied  to  them,  and  be  kept  to  work,  with  bread  and 
*c  water,  for  three  days,  and  then  releafed,  or  elfe  fhall 
“  pay  five  pounds  in  money,  as  a  fine  to  the  country,  for 
“  fuch  offence,  and  all  conftables  neglecting  their  duty,  in 
* c  not  faithfully  executing  this  order,  fhall  incur  the  penalty 
cc  of  five  pounds,  upon  conviction,  one  third  whereof  to 
4<  the  informer.”  1  know  of  nothing  which  can  be  urged, 
in  any  wife  tending  to  excufe  the  feverity  of  this  law,  un- 
lefs  it  be  human  infirmity,  and  the  many  inftances  in 
hiftory  of  perfons,  of  every  religion,  being  fully  perfuaded 
that  the  indulgence  of  any  other  was  a  toleration  of  im¬ 
piety,  and  brought  down  the  judgments  of  heaven,  and 
therefore  juftified  perfection*.  This  law  loft  the  colony 
many  friends. 

Several 

*  At  the  fame  time  that  this  punifhment  was  provided  for  quakers. 
Other  provoking  evils  were  enumerated,  in  the  order  following,  viz. 

1.  Negleft  of  care  of  the  children  of  church  members.  A  reforma¬ 
tion  recommended  to  the  elders  and  brethren. 

2.  Pride,  in  mens  wearing  long  hair  like  womens  hair,  others 
wearing  borders  of  hair,  and  cutting,  curling,  and  immodeft  laying 
out  their  hair,  principally  in  the  younger  fort.  Grandjurors  to  pre- 
fent,  and  the  court  to  punifh  all  offenders,  by  admonition,  fine,  or 
correction,  at  diferetion. 

3.  Excefs  in  apparel,  ilrange  new  fafhions,  naked  breafts  and  arms, 
and  pinioned,  fuperfluous  ribbands  on  hair  and  apparel.  The  court 
lo  fine  offenders  at  diferetion. 

4.  Quakers  meetings. 


5.  Prophanenefs, 
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Several  addreffes  were  made  to  the  King,  from  the  1679 
general  court,  whilft  the  agents  were  in  England,  and  the 
court  made  feveral  laws  to  remove  fome  of  the  exceptions 
which  were  taken  in  England,  particularly  an  a£t  to  punifh 
high  treafon  with  death  ;  another,  requiring  all  perfons, 
above  16  years  of  age,  to  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance,  on 
pain  of  fine  and  imprifonment  •,  “  the  governor,  deputy 
governor  and  magiftrates  having  firft  taken  the  lame, 
without  any  refervation,  in  the  words  lent  to  them  by  his 
Majefty’s  orders  V’  The  King’s  arms  were  ordered  to  be 

5.  Prophanenefs,  in  perfons  turningtheir  backs  upon  the  public 
worfhip  before  the  blefling  is  pronounced.  Officers  ot  churches  and 
feleftmen,  to  appoint  perfons  to  Ihut  the  meeting-houfe  doors,  or  to 

take  any  other  meet  way  to  attain  the  end. 

6.  Prophane  curfing  or  fwearing.  If  any  perfon  heard  another 
curfe  or  fwear,  and  did  not  inform,  he  was  made  liable  to  the  fame 

penalty  with  the  prophane  perfon.  # 

7.  Tipling-houfes".  InfpeCtors  to  be  appointed,  and  if  they  did 
not  cL°  their  duty,  they  were  to  incur  the  penalty  of  the  law  againlf 

ifpling-houfes.  „  ,  . 

8.  Breach  of  the  fifth  commandment.  All  interiors  in  families 

abfent  at  night,  in  corrupt  company,  without  leave,  admonifhed,  and 
fined,  not  exceeding  ios.  for  the  firit  offence,  whipped,  not  exceed¬ 
ing  five  ftripes,  for  all  after  offences. 

9.  Idlenefs .  All  idle  perfons  to  be  taken  notice  of  by  the  con- 
ftable,  their  names  to  be  returned  to  the  feleftmen,  who  had  power, 
in  cafe  of  obftinacy,  to  fend  them  to  the  houfe  of  correction.. 

10.  Oppreffion  in  fhopkeepers  and  merchants,  by  taking  too 
much  for  their  goods,  .and  in  mechanicks,  who  required  too  much 
for  their  labour.  Every  perfon  who  had  been  opprefled  in  this  way, 
might  apply  to  the  grand-jury,  or  to  the  county  court,  who  had 
power  to  caufe  the  offender  to  make  twofold  reftitution,  and  to  fine 
at  difcretion. 

1 1.  A  loofe  and  finful  cuftom  of  riding  from  town  to  town,  men 

and  women  together,  under  pretence  of  going  to  le&ures,  but,  re¬ 
ally,  to  drink  and  revel  in  taverns,  tending  to  debauchery  and  un- 
chaftity.  All  ffngle  perfons,  being  offenders,/to  be  bound  to  their 
good  behavior,  with  fureties  in  20 1.  fine,  or  fuller  fine  and  im¬ 
prifonment.  _  r 

For  moll  of  thefe  offences  I  have  not  feen  any  inftances  ot  proic- 
cution./  Excefiive  penalties,  or  penalties  not  adapted  to  the  nature 
of  the  offence,  prevent  profecutions.  The  multiplying  lavvs,  with 
fiach  penalties,  in  any  government,  tends  to  Uffen  the  weight  ana 
authority  of  the  penal  laws  in  general. 

*  Ivjaifi  Records. 
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*^79  curved  anc^  put  up  in  tine  court  houfe.  But  it  was  a  more 
dime ult  thing  to  conform  to  the  a£is  of  trade.  1  hey  ac¬ 
knowledge  in  their  letter  to  the  agents  they  had  not  done 

«  r\  \  C-'  g  ^ 

i:.  l  hey  apprehended  them  to  be  an  invafion  of  the 

rig  s,  liberties,  and  properties  of  the  fubjefls  of  his 
M.ij  dty  in  the  colony,  they  not  being  reprefented  in 
parliament,  and  according  to  the  ufual  fayings  of  the 
learned  in  the  law,  the  laws  of  England  were  bounded 
within  the  four  feas,  and  did  not  reach  America  ,  how¬ 
ever,  as  his  Majefty  had  fignified  his  pleafure  that  thole 
acts  fhould  be  obferved  in  the  M  ilTachufets,  they  had 
made  provifion,  by  a  law  of  the  colony,  that  they 
fhould  be  ft  nelly  attended  from  time  to  time,  although  it 
greatly  difeouraged  trade,  and  was  a  great  damage  to  his 
Majefty’s  plantation.3’  The  palling  this  law,  plainly 
fhews  the  wrong  fenfe  they  had  of  cue  relation  they  flood  in 
to  England  *.  The  people  of  Ireland,  about  the  fame 
time,  were  under  the  fame  miflake.  Perhaps  they  had 
not  greater  colour  for  an  exemption  from  Engh'h  afb  of 
par!  lament,  than  a  colony  of  natural  born  fubjedis,  depart¬ 
ing  the  kingdom  with  the  leave  of  their  Prince,  Particu¬ 
lar  perfons  in  Ireland,  did  penance  for  advancing  and  ad¬ 
hering  to  thefe  principles.  The  whole  colony  of  the 
Maffkchufecs,  inhered  the  lofs  of  their  charter,  this  being 
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*  **  T-his  court  bffing  informed,  by  lettcrs-received  this  day  from 
our  meffengers,  of  his  Majefty  *s  expectation  that  the  acts  of  trade 
and  navigation  be  exaCtly  and  punctually  obferved  by  this 
ids  Majefty  *s  colony,  his  pleafure  therein  not  having  been, 
before  now,  fignified  unto  us,  either  by  exprefs  from  his  Majefty, 
or  any  of  his  minifters  of  flute  : 

V  •  %  . 

“  It  is  therefore  hereby  ordered,  and  by  the  authority  of  this  court 
enaCced,  1  hat  henceforth,  a!l  mailers  of  fhips,  ketches,  or  other 
vcflcis,  of  greater  or  leller  burthen,  arriving  in  or  failing  from, 
any  ol^  the  ports  in  this  jiirifdiCtion,  do,  without  coven  or  fraud, 
yit'ld^ faithful  and  conilant  obedience  unto,  and  obfervation  of,  all 
the  laid  act  s  of  navigation  and  trade,  on  penalty  of  fu  ire  ring 
bach  forfeitures,  lois,  and  damage,  as  in  the  laid  acts  are  particu¬ 
larly  expreifed,  and  the  governor  and  council,  and  all  officers 
commifTioned  and  authorized  by  them,  are  hereby  ordered 
required  to  fee  to  the  flriCl  obfervation  of  die  faid  ads.” 


and 
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one  great  article  of  charge  againfl:  it.  I  am  glad  I  have 
this  Tnftance  of  Ireland,  and  that  fo  fenfible  a  gentleman 
as  Mr.  Molineux,  the  friend  of 'Mr.  Locke,  engaged  in 
the  catife  ;  for  it  may  ferve  as  fome  excufe  for  our  ancef- 
tors.  that  they  were  not  alone  in  their  miftaken  apprehen- 
fions  of  the  nature  of  their  fubjeftion.  No  prejudice  can 
be  caufed,  by  this  miftake,  againfl:  their  pofterity. 
They  have  indeed  as  high  notions  of  the  value  of 
Emftifh  liberties  as  their  anceftors  had,  and,  as  a  Biitilh- 
colony,  they  humbly  hope  for  all  that  tendernefs  and  in 
dultrence  from  a  Britith  parliament  which  the  Roman 
Senate,  while  Rome  remained  Iree,  (hewed  to  Roman  co¬ 
lonies,  but  they  are  fenfible  that  they  are  colonifts,  and 
therefore  fubjeft  to  the  controul  of  the  parent  ftate. 

Mr.  Leveret  continued  governor,  by  annual  ele£hon, 
from  his  being  firft  chofen  in  1673,  until  his  death,  Match 
1 6th  1678.  The  weighty  affairs  of  the  war,  and  the 
agency,  during  his  adminiftration,  conduced  with  ptu- 
dence  and  fteadinefs,  caufed  him  to  be  greatly  reipectec!  ■. 
He  was  fucceeded  by  Simon  Bradftreet  (May  1679)  who 
was  one  of  the  firft  affiftants,  and  had  continued  to  be  an¬ 
nually  chofen  an  afliftant  fifty  years  together,  being  about 
feventy-fix  years  of  age  when  he  fi:  It  entered  upon  the 
office  of  governor.  A  few  months  before,  upon  the 
death  of  Mr.  Symonds,  Mr.  Bradftreet  fucceeded  him  as 
deputy  governor.  Upon  Mr.  Bradftreci  s  bung  cno.^11 
governor,  Thomas  Danforth  came  into  the  deputy  gover¬ 
nor’s  place,  and  they  were  continued  in  their  respective 
places,  from  year  to  year,  until  the  dilfolution  oi  the 

government. 

*  He  died  of  the  done.  Hi?  only  fon  maintained  but  an  .indifferent 
character.  His  grandfon,  John  Leveret,  after  fuftaining,  m  the  civil 
order,  feyeral  honorable  polls,  fpeakerof  the  affembly,  juiuceot  n- 
funerior  court,  member  of  the  council,  one  of  the  three  coms.li>  .1  n 
wiPth  power  of  controlling  the  army  font  againfl  Fort  Royal,  was  in 
i7o7;  chofen  prefident  of  Harvard  college,  in  which  P-h^  c  . 
nued  until  his  death,  having  the  character  of  a  gentleman  and 
fcholar,  and  alfo  of  a  man  of  virtue  and  religion, 
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i679  Whilst  the  agents, were  in  England,  days  of  faftins 
an  pra\ or,  fome  by  the  court,  fomeby  the  whole  people, 
were  repeatedly  appointed  by  authority,  to  implore  the 
ivine  buffing  upon  their  endeavours  for  obtaining  favor 
with  the  King,  and  the  continuance  of  charter  privileges, 
and  November  21ft  1678  was  obferved  as  a  faft  by  all 
the  cnurches  in  the  three  colonies.  A  council  or  fynod 
ot  the  churches  in  the  colony  of  Maflachufets,  being  con- 
venea  by  order  of  court  in  May  1679,  thefe  twoqueftions 
were  referred  for  their  confideration  and  anfwer. 

Quest,  ift.  What  are  the  reafons  that  have  provoked 
the  Lord  to  bring  his  judgments  upon  New-Er.gland  ? 

Quest.  2d.  What  is  to  be  done,  that  fo  thofe  evils 
may  be  removed  ? 


l  cio  not  cenfure  the  authority  of  the  colony  for  their 
^reat  anxiety  on  this  occafion,  or  for  ufing  every  proper 
measure  to  obtain  the  fmiles  of  heaven,  as  well  as  the 
avor  o'  tieir  earthly  fovereign,  and  only  remark,  that  we 
ave  no  evidence  of  any  extraordinary  degeneracy*  .  At 
this  time,  Great- Britain,  Scotland  efpecially,  was  fuffering 
under  a  prince  inimical  to  civil  and  religious  liberty.  New- 
Lngiand  therefore,  without  a  miraculous  interpofition, 
rnu,  lla  ^e  jXPe^ed  to  fhare  the  fame  judgments,  and, 
per  laps,  na  not gi eater  reaion  to  make  the  twoinquiries, 
tnan  either  of  the  two  kingdoms. 

The  complaint  of  Gorges  and  Mafon,  and  the  uncer¬ 
tainly  of  the  event,  retrained  the  general  court  from  any 
at  empt  to  hoici  poffeffion  of  the  country  Eaftward  of 
Mam.  Upon  the  exchange  of  Surinam  for  New-York, 
tha.  country,  and  the  iflands  and  countries  contained  in 
tne  former  grant  to  the  Duke  of  York,  were  granted  anew, 
and  Major  Andros,  governor  under  the  Duke,  ere&ed 


“  hyS’  !  f  Pj°P  6  bega"  t0 £row  intolerably  licen- 

«<  f  r  r  "  rrah„that  ,dev0ut  PeoPle  obferved  the  judgments 
«  clfh/Tnfll  h  c  T  tbem’rT,blaft’nS  epidemical  difeales,  un- 

“SSUn  Th“’  ?“  There  hat  ble*n  to! 

El  WhQld  Kh’  ""  «»-*  *  *  — *  ndgh,  well 

a  fort 


MASSACHUSETS-BAY.  325 

a  Fort,  and  eftabliffied  a  cuftom-houfe  at  Pemaquid,  part  1679 
of  the  territory  between  Kenebeck  and  St.  Croix.  Whilft 
the  Dutch  were  in  pofleffion  of  New- York,  this  territory 
had  been  negleded,  and  the  inhabitants  being  without  any 
powers  of  government,  the  Maffachufets  (in  1672)  had 
fent  their  commiffioners,  who  appointed  and  held  courts, 
and  eftablifhed  civil  and  military  officers  from  Pemaquid 
to  Gorges,  the  fea-coaft  being  weil  inhabited,  and  the 
fiffiery  in  a  flouriffing  ftate,  but  upon  the  Duke’s  taking 
pofleffion,  by  his  governor,  they  laid  afide  their  pretences 
to  jnrifdidion. 

The  agents  were  detained  in  England  until  the  fall  of 
1679.  They  thought  themfelves  not  at  liberty  to  return, 
without  the  King’s  exprefs  leave.  The  popiffi  plot 
prevented  an  attention  to  plantation  affairs,  and  it  was 
thought  too  great  a  hardffiip  to  detain  them  any  longer. 

Upon  their  repeated  application  they  were  difmiffed,  and 
arrived  at  Bofton,  December  23d.  They  had  obtained 
nothing  but  time,  a  further  opportunity  for  the  colony 
to  comply  with  the  requifitions  made  by  the  crown. 
Affurances  feem  to  have  been  given  by  the  agents  that 
other  perfons  ffiould  be  fent  over  to  fupply  their  places, 
and  although,  upon  their  return,  no  mark  of  difapproba- 
tion  of  their  condudt  was  ffiewn  by  the  general  court,  but 
a  vote  palled  thanking  them  for  their  pains,  yet  many 
were  diffatisfied,  efpecially  with  Mr.  Stoughton,  who  they 
thoughtto  have  been  too  compliant  *.  They  brought  with 
them  the  King’s  letter  of  July  24,  1679,  containing  the 
following  requifitions. 

1.  That  agents  be  fent  over  in  fix  months,  fully  in- 
ftruded  to  anfwer  and  tranfad  what  was  undetermined  at 
that  time. 

*  Mr-  Stoughton,  perhaps,  ever  had  the  intereft  of  his  country  at 
heart,  but  in  the  purfuit  oi  it  governed  himlclf  by  the  rules  which 
Cicero,  in  one  or  his  epiftles,  prefenbes  for  a  wife  inagiftrate. 

“  Nunquam  enim,  prseftantibus  in  republica  gubernanda  viris, 
Iaudata  eft  in  una  fententia  perpetua  permanlio  ;  fed  ut  in  navi- 
gando  tempeftati  obfequi  artis  eft,  etiamfi  portum  tenere  non  queas  • 
cum  vero  id  polfis  mutata  velificatione  aftequi,  ftultum  eft  eum 
tenere,  cum  periculo,  curfum,  quern  ceperis,  potius  quam,  eo  com- 
m  utato,  quo  velis  tandem  pervenire.”  /Id  Laitul. 

2.  That*. 
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x 679  2.  That  freedom  and  liberty  of  confcience  be  given  to 

fuch  perfons  as  defire  to  ferve  God  in  the  way  of  the 
church  of  England,  fo  as  not  to  be  thereby  made  ob¬ 
noxious,  or  difcountenanced  from  their  fharing  in  the  <ao- 

o  o 

vernment,  much  lefs  that  they,  or  any  other  his  Majefty’a 
fubjefts  (not  being  papifts)  who  do  not  agree  in  the  con¬ 
gregational  way,  be  by  law  fubjefted  to  fines  or  for¬ 
feitures,  or  other  incapacities. 

3.  That  no  other  diftinftion  be  obferved  in  making  of 
freemen,  than  that  they  be  men  of  competent  eftates, 
rateable  at  ioj.  according  to  the  rules  of  the  place,  and 
that  fuch,  in  their  turns,  be  capable  of  the  magistracy,  and 
ail  laws  made  void  that  obftrudt  the  fame. 

4.  That  the  ancient  number  of  eighteen  affiftants  be 
henceforth  obferved,  as  by  charter 

5.  That  all  perfons  coming  to  any  privilege,  truft 
or  office,  take  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

6.  That  all  military  commiffions,  as  well  as  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  juftice,  run  in  his  Majefty’s  name. 

7.  That  all  laws  repugnant  to,  and  inconfiftent  with, 
the  laws  of  England  for  trade,  be  aboliffied. 

8.  While  Mr.  Gorges’s  complaint  was  before  the 
council,  the  agents,  without  his  Majefty’s  permiffion,  who 
was  feme  time  in  treaty  for  the  fame,  bought  Mr.  Gorges’s 
intereft  in  the  province  of  Main,  for  1200I.  His  Majefty 
had  heard  of  fome  effects,  of  a  fevere  hand  upon  his  fub- 
jedls  there,  and  therefore  required  an  affignment  of  the  faid 
province,  on  repayment  of  the  faid  1200I. 

9.  That,  as  for  that  part  of  Mew-Hampffiire  province 
three  miles  North  of  Merrimack  river,  granted  to  Mr. 

1  .  i 

*  They  continued  to  limit  thcmfelves  to  eight  or  ten  affiftants.  At 
fir  ft,  as  has  been  obferved,  it  was  done  to  leave  room  for  perlons  of 
quality  expedled  from  England.  Thofe  expectations  had  long 
ceafed.  In  a  popular  government,  and  where  the  magiftrates  were 
annually  chofen,  increafing  the  number  would  give  abetter  chance 
to  afpiring  men.  O11  the  other  hand,  the  greater  the  number  of  al- 
fiftants  the  lefs  the  weight  of  the  houfe  of  deputies,  the  election  of 
all  officers  depending  upon  the  major  vote  of  the  whole  court.  This, 
laft  reafon  miffiit  caule  the  deputies  to  refufe  their  ccnicnt  to  an  in- 

o  * 

creafe. 

Mafon, 


massachusets-bay. 


3*7 


Mafon,  the  government  whereof  remained  veiled  in  his  1679 
Majefty,  deiigning  to  leak  the  lame  to  the  fatisfa&ion 
of  his  V:.it)ie£ts  there,  the  Mafifachufets  recall  all  com- 
miflions  granted  by  them  for  governing  there.  _ 

•  A  ct  iphance  with  the  firft  of  thefe  inftru&ions  was 
delated.  The  reaions  afiigned  were,  the  danger  of  the 
fea?  (Connecticut  agent  having  been  taken  by  cne  Aige- 
rinos;  and  the  heavy  debt  of  the  colony* ,  which  made  it 

almoft  incapable  of  the  expence. 

As  to  the  fe  *ond  and  third,  they  had  no  laws  to  reftrain 
the  •  nhabicann;  ft  un  chufing church  of  England  men  into 
the  mag-  tracy,  or  other  office,  that  law,  confining  the 
privilege 'to  ch  nch  members,  b  ong  long  fince  repealed, 
and  all  ptotc1:  .-  s  of  10 s.  rateable  estate  were  capable  ot 
being  made  freemen. 

The  fourth,  the  :  complied  with  at  the  next  election, 
in  16S0. 

And  d’b  w  ch  the  fifth,  fixdi,  and  feventh,  in  manner 

as  has  been  mentioned.  > 

q  n  •  1  it.  pa-chafe  of  the  province  of  Main, 

a*.  th  lhabicants,. and  in  favor  to  them  i  and 

desvc,  su.nre-er  ufed  any  acts  of  feverity,  and 

were  ff.  nt  at  to  the  re-conveying  it. 

T  he  1  nd  lad  they  had  complied  with,  as  we  have 

juft  mentioned. 

The  tii* ft  commiflion  for  the  government  of  New- 
Hampfhire,  was  ro  Mr.  Curt,  as  president  of  the  province. 

The  following  letter  was  voted,  by  the  new  afiembly, 
at  their  firft  meeting,  and  fent  to  the  governor  of  the 
Maffachufets,  to  be  Communicated  to  the  affembly  there. 
u  Portsmouth,  in  the  province  of  New-Hampfhire, 

March  25th,  1680. 

“  Much  honored - - 

cc  The  late  turn  of  Providence  made  amongft  us  by  die 
tc  all  ordering  hand,  hath  given  occafion  for  chisprefencap- 
cc  plication,  wherein  we  crave  leave, as  we  are  in  duty  bouncy 
V  firft  thankfully  to  acknowledge  your  great  care  of  us,  and 


*  Caufed  by  the  late  war. 


cc  kindnels 


i 
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£  679  cc  kindnefs  towards  us,  while  vve  dwelt  under  your  fiiadow, 
‘c  owning  ourfelves  deeply  obliged,  that  you  were  pleafed, 
UP011  our  earned:  requeft  and  fupplication,  to  take  us 
under  your  government,  and  ruled  us  well,  while  we  lb 
<c  remained,  fo  that  we  cannot  give  the  lead  countenance 
“  tothofe  refle&ions  that  have  been  caft  upon  you,  as  if 
you  had  dealt  ihjurioufly  with  us.  Secondly,  that  no 
diffatisfaftion  with  your  government,  but  merely  our 
tc  fubmiffion  to  divine  providence,  to  his  Majefty’s  com- 
44  mands,  to  whom  we  owe  allegiance,  without  any  feeking 
4C  of  our  own,  or  defires  of  change,  was  the  only  caufe  of 
<c  our  complying  with  that  prelent  reparation  from  you 
4C  that  we  are  now  under,  but  fhould  have  heartily  rejoiced, 
<c  if  it  had  feemed  good  to  the  Lord  and  his  Majefty  to 
cc  have  fettled  us  in  the  fame  capacity  as  formerly.  Thirdly, 
and  withal  we  hold  ourfelves  bound  to  fignify,  that  it  is 
our  mod:  unfeigned  defire,  that  fuch  a  mutual  corref- 
“  pondence  betwixt  us  may  be  fettled,  as  may  tend  to  the 
4C  glory  of  God,  the  honor  of  his  Majefty,  whofefubjefts 
44  we  ail  are,  and  the  promoting  the  common  intereft, 
and  defence  againft  the  common  enemy,  that  thereby 
c<  our  hands  may  be  {lengthened,  being  of  ourfelves 
weak,  and  few  in  number,  and  that  if  there  be  opportu- 
1  ■  nity  to  be  any  ways  ferviceable  unto  you,  we  may  fhew 
4C  how  ready  we  are  thankfully  to  embrace  the  fame. 

**  Thus  wifhing  the  prefence  of  God  to  be  with  you  in 
cc  all  adminiftrations,  and  craving  the  benefit  of  your 
GC  prayers  and  endeavours  for  a  bleffing  upon  the  heads 
44  and  hearts  of  us  who  are  feparated  from  our  brethren* 
cc  we  fubfcribe  John  Cutt,  Frefident,  at 

the  confent  of  the  council 
and  general  aflembly.” 

Directed,  to  the  honorable  governor  and  council  of  the 
Maftachufets-Bay,  to  be  communicated  to  the  general 
court  in  Bofton. 

This  letter  was  read  in  general  court,  May  22d  1680,' 
and  ordered  to  be  recorded. 

The 


/ 
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The  province  of  Main  continued  to  be  protected  by  168a 
the  Maffachufets.  After  the  purchafe  from  Gorges,  the 
major  part  of  the  court  were  of  opinion,  that  it  fhould  be 
fold  again  to  the  higheft  bidder,  towards  reimburfmg  the 
expence  of  defending  it,  which  they  computed  at  eight 
thoufand  pounds,  and  a  committee  was  appointed  for  this 
purpofe,  but  this  vote  was  reconfidered.  However,  there 
was  a  neceffity  of  a  different  adminiftration,  from  what 
there  had  been  formerly.  Whilft  the  province  was  fup- 
pofed  to  be  included  in  the  bounds  of  the  Maffachufets 
charter,  the  towns  were  repreiented  in  the  general  court, 
and  it  was  to  all  intents  and  purpofes  confidered  as  a  county, 
but  the  determination  of  1667  had  confined  the  Maffa¬ 
chufets  to  three  miles  north  or  north  eaft  of  Merrimack 
river.  The  colony  muft  confider  itfelf  therefore  in  the 
place  of  Gorges,  invefted  with  the  powers  granted  to  him 
by  charter  or  patent.  Accordingly,  they  appointed  their 
deputy  governor  Thomas  Danforth,  president  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Main,  to  govern  under  the  Maffachufets,  the  lords 
proprietaries,  and  to  be  accountable  to  them,  and  thither  he 
repaired  towards  the  end  of  1679,  together  with  Mr. 
Nowell,  &c.  and  there  appointed  officers,  held  courts,  and 
made  provifion  for  adminiftring  government  in  the  form 
prefcribed  by  the  patent  to  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges  *. 

Randolph  kept  a  continual  watch  upon  the  colony, 
and  went  divers  times  to  England  with  complaints,  and 
returned  with.frefh  orders  and  powers In  1676,  he 
brought  over  the  complaint  ofMafon  and  Gorges.  In  1678, 

*  The  people  of  the  province  of  Main  were  well  contented,  whilft 
they  enjoyed  the  privileges  of  the  Maffachufets  colony.  To  be¬ 
come  a  province  of  that  colony  was  difagreeable,  and  they  never 
cordially  fubmitted.  Although  the  Maflachufets  accounted  them- 
felves  a  free  ftate,  yet  this  was  no  fecurity  to  the  others  that  they 
fhould  be  lefs  arbitrarily  governed  than  when  a  fingle  perfon  was  the 
proprietor.  “  In  Augufl  1680,  the  deputy  governor,  Mr.  Salton- 
Itall,  Nowell,  &c.  failed  from  Bofton  with  60  foldiers,  in  a  fhip  and 
floop,  to  flill  the  people  at  Cafco-bay,  and  prevent  governor 
Andros’s  ufurpation.”  MS.  letter . 

f  In  a  reprefentation  of  his  fervices  to  the  committee  of  council, 
he  fays  he  had  made  eight  voyages  to  New-England  in  nine  years. 

2  he 


i6uo  ne  came  over  with  power  from  the  commifTioners  of  the 
cuftoms,  as  an  infpeftor  and  to  make  feizures  and  bring  in¬ 
formations  for  breaches  of  the  afts  of  trade,  but  he  was 
generally  if  not  always  condemned  in  cofts,  and  it  appears 
by  a  representation,  he  afterwards  made  to  the  commijlion- 
ers,  that  he  had  been  a  great  fufferer.  He  brought  with 
him  alio  a  commiffion  to  divers  perfons,  himfelf  at  the 
head  oi  them,  to  adminifter  an  oath  to  the  governor 
faithfully  to  execute  the  oath  required  by  the  aft  of  trade*. 
The  governor,  Mr.  Leveret,  did  not  take  the  oath  in  con~ 
fequence  oi  that  com  million.  Randolph  was  in  England 
again  in  1 6  7  9  T  and  returned  the  latter  part  of  the  fame  year. 

The  governor,  at  the  firft  feffion  after  the  receipt  of 
new  orders  from  the  King,  took  the  oath,  which  was  ad- 
miniftred  by  the  deputy  governor  in  open  court,  not  as 
one  of  the  commifTioners.  Randolph  went  home  again, 
the  next  winter,  to  renew  his  complaints,  and  upon  his  re*- 
1 63 1  turn  to  Bofton,  in  1681,  brought  with  him  acommiffion 
from  the  crown  for  colleftor  and  furveyor  and  fearcher  of 
the  cuftoms  in  New-England  J.  He  laid  his  commiffion  be¬ 
fore  the  general  court  and  clefired  he  might  be  aided  in  the 
execution  of  his  office  with  their  countenance  and  autho- 

* 

Edward  Randolph,  Thomas  Savage,  William  Taylor,  George 
Curwin  the  elder,  Thomas  Brattle,  Thomas  Deane,  James  Whet- 
comb,  Richard  Wharton,  John  Richards,  Humphrey  Warren, 
Thomas  Kellond,  John  Hubbard,  Humphrey  Davy,  and  Samuel 
Mofely,  together  with  the  members  of  the  council,  for  the  time  be¬ 
ing,  were  the  commifTioners. 

't  “  Mr.  Randolph  yet  waits  to  get  the  country  better  qualified 
for  his  reception.  By  a  letter  which  he  wrote  to  one  of  Bofton,  in 
the  weft,  who  was  fo  ingenuous  as  to  fend  the  very  original  to  us, 
we  perceive  great  things  are  upon  the  wheel,  relating  to  us,  in 
his  airy  fancy.  They  were  Inch  as  not  to  be  committed  to  paper, 
but  to  be  communicated  in  the  fafer  way  of  private  difeourfe.’* 
Bulkley* s  letter  to  Bradford,  1679. 

t  William  Dyre,  at  the  fame  time,  called  himfelf  furveyor  and 
fearcher-general.  I  fuppofe  this  was  the  beginning  of  the  'office  of 
furveyor-general,  his  commiffion  extending  to  New-York,  but  the 
powers  and  duties  of  thefe  ofiices  were  not  then  fully  fettled. 
Randolph  did  not  chufe  to  acknowledge  himfelf  D,y  re’s  inferior,  or 
fubject  to  his  controuL 
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rity,  but,  no  notice  being  taken  of  his  application,  hefet  up  1 68 1 
an  advertifement  in  the  town-houfe,  to  acquaint  all  perfons 
concerned  that  an  office  was  erected,  &c.  I  his,  he  faid, 
was  taken  down  by  the  roarfhal,  by  order  of  the  general 
court  or  feme  of  the  members,  he  therefore,  in  a  letter  to 
the  governor,  demands  the  final  refolution  of  me  court, 
whether  they  will  admit  the  laid  patent  to  be  in  force  or 
not,  that  he  might  know  howto  govern  himfelf.  There 
is  no  record  of  any  refolution  of  the  court  herein.  During 
thefe  diftreffes  of  the  colony  there  were  two  parties  fub fitt¬ 
ing  in  the  government,  both  of  them  agreed  in  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  charter  privileges,  but  differing  in  opinion 
upon  the  extent  of  them,  and  upon  the  proper  meafures, 
to  preferve  them.  The  governor,  Mr.  Bradttreet,  was  at 
the  head  of  the  moderate  party.  Randolph,  in  all  hrs 
letters,  takes  notice  of  it.  The  governor’s  fon  in  a  letter 
from  New-London,  April  1681,  writes,  “  Asto  what  you 
fay  about  the  change  fome  people  expefb  this  election,  lo 
tc  far  as  it  concerns  yourfelf  it  may  be  an  advantage.  Better 
<c  the  ruin,  if  it  mutt  be  fo,  under  other  hands  than  yours. 

“  Time  will  make  it  appear  who  have  been  the  faithful 
<c  and  wife  confervators  of  New-England’s  liberties,  and 
<c  that  the  adored  faviours  of  ©ur  interefts,  many  of  them, 

<c  have  confulted  very  ill  the  intereft  efpoufed  by  them. 

Mr.  Stoughton,  Mr.  Dudley,  and  William  Brown  of  Sa¬ 
lem,  thefe  fell  in  with  the  governor.  The  deputy  governor, 

Mr.  Danforth,  wasat  the  head  of  the  other  party,  the  prin¬ 
cipal  members  of  the  court  with  him  were  Major  Gookins 
of  Cambridge,  Peter  T  ilton  of  Hadley,  Eliffia  Cooke  and 
Eliffia  Hutchinfon  of  Bottom  This  party  oppofed  the 
fending  over  agents,  the  fubmitting  to  acts  of  trace,  &c. 
and  were  for  adhering  to  their  charter  according  to  their 
conflrudtion  of  it,  and  leaving  the  event.  Gookins,  be¬ 
ing  aged,  defired  a  paper  he  drew  up  as  his  dying  tettimony 
might  be  lodged  with  the  court,  containing  the  reaions 
of  is  opinion.  He  was  a  very  zealous  but  an  upright 
man,  and  a&ed  from  principle.  He  feems  to  have 
been  the  only  magiftrate  who  a  few  years  beloie  oppo  ~ 
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j6gj  the  people  in  their  rage  againfl:  the  Indians,  friends  and 
enemies  without  diftindtion,  and  expofed  himfelf  to  the 
reproaches  of  his  brethren  in  the  magiftracy  upon  the 
bench,  as  well  as  to  hootings  and  offenfive  language  from 
the  populace  as  he  palled  the  ftreets.  Tilton  was  one  of 
the  moft  rigid,  and  was  concerned  in  a  paper,  publifhed 
about  that  time,  reprefenting  the  great  apoftafy  both  of 
magiftrates  and  minifters. 

In  i  68of  a  letter  had  been  received  under  theKing’s  fign 
manual,  charging  the  colony  with  negledling  to  fend  over 
other  agents  in  the  room  of  thofe  who  had  obtained  leave 
to  return,  and  requiring  that  they  be  fent  in  three  months 
after  the  receipt  of  the  letter,  and  that  they  come  prepared 
to  anfwer  the  claim  which  Mafon  had  made  to  the  lands 
between  Naumkeag  and  Merrimack.  Immediately  upon 

the 

f  Lord  Culpeper  governor  of  Virginia  came  to  Boftdn  the  24th 
of  Auguft  this  year,  in  his  return  to  England. 

It  appears  by  the  records  that  the  Hon.  George  Ruflell  (I  fuppofe 
a  younger  brother  to  the  celebrated  Lord  Ruflell)  was  in  New- 
ngland  in  1680,  and  prefented  with  the  freedom  of  the  colony. 
Mr.  Richard  Saltonftall,  fon  of  Sir  Richard,  returned  this  year  after 
many  years  abfence,  and  was  again  chofen  firft  afliftant,  and  fo 
tne  two  fucceeding  years.  He  went  back  to  England,  before 
1683,  and  died  at  Hulme  April  29th  1694.  MS .  letter .  He  left 

an  eitate  m  Yorklhire.  Mr.  Saltonftall  was  related  to  Mr.  Hamden, 
who  like  his  anceftors  was  a  true  friend  to  New-England.  In  a 
letter  from ^  Mr.  SaltonftalPs  daughter,  dated  May  1694,  I  find 
t  is  little  piece  of  Englifh  hiftory,  “  The  court  is  altered  as  well 

as  other  places,  Mr.  H - n  was  to  wait  on  mailer,  and  all  looked 

very  fmooth.  He  alked  him  concerning  the  report  he  heard, 
(this  was  a  fecond  time,  not  that  mentioned  in  my  other  letter) 
he  faid  no,  no,  there  was  nothing  in  it,  he  did  not  intend  to  re¬ 
move  him.  He  killed  hands,  and,  that  night,  a  new  commiflioa 
was  granted  to  a  young  perfon  under  30  years  of  age,  who  they 
fay  mu  ft  go  before  all  the  grave  judges.  His  virtues  may  be  wrote 
in  a  little  room,  but  not  his  vices.  A  few  days  after,  the  arch- 
bilhop  was  fent  to  tell  him  how  well  he  was  efteemed,  but  he 
growing  into  years  might  like  his  eafe.  Jf  he  would  be  Lord  or 
Earl,  he  fhould  be  either,  or  have  any  penlion.  To  the  firft  he 
anfwered^  that  he  would  die  a  country  gentleman  of  an  ancient 
family,  as  his  was,  and  honor  enough  for  him.  For  the  fecond, 

he 
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the  receipt  of  this  letter,  the  court  chofe  two  agents,  Mr.1681 
Stoughton  and  Mr.  Nowell,  and  inftru&ions  were  drawn 
up,  but  both  of  them  peremptorily  refilled  to  engage  in 
the  affair  *,  Mr.  Stoughton,  notwithstanding  the  exceptions 
fome  had  taken  to  his  former  conduct,  being  ftrongly  urged 
to  it.  As  for  Mafon’s  claim,  it  was  looked  upon  as  ground- 
lefs  and  extravagant,  and  the  court  gave  themfelves  but 
little  concern  about  it  further  than  to  ooferve,  that  if  he 
had  any  pretence  to  the  lands,  his  title  would  be  fairly- 
tried  upon  the  fpot,  where  by  law  and  according  to  the 
opinion  of  the  attorney  and  folicitor  general  in  1677,  it 
ought  to  be  tried.  After  this,  Randolph  *  brought  to 
Bofton  the  King’s  letter  of  O&ober  the  21ft  1681,  + 
complaining  “  that  the  colle&or  had  not  been  able  to  exe¬ 
cute  his  office  to  any  effedft,  that  attachments  had  been 
brought  againft  him  and  his  officers  for  doing  their 
duty,  that  he  had  been  obliged  to  depofit  money 
before  he  could  bring  an  aftion  againft  offenders,  that 


he  faid,  he  ffiould  not  take  the  King’s  money,  and  the  King’s 
Servants  want  bread;  he  always  fpake  againft  giving  penfions  to 
others,  and  at  fuch  a  time  as  this  it  was  a  great  opprciTion. 
"While  he  had  a  roll  and  can  of  beer  he  would  not  take  the  King’s 
money.  It  is  wondered  at  by  many,  confidering  how  ufeful  he 
was  in  the  year  88  and  following — but  enough  of  this.” 

I  hope  the  friendfhip  fhewn  by  the  family  of  Hamden  to  Nevv- 
England  will  excufe  my  inferting  this  anecdote,  although  it  has 
no  relation  to  the  affairs  of  the  colony. 

*  In  April  1681,  Randolph  fct  up  a  proteft  on  the  exchange 
in  Bofton,  againft  the  a£ts  of  the  court. 

p  “  As  for  the  large  and  particular  account  you  are  pleafed  to  give 
me  of  the  concerns  of  the  country  in  general,  your’s  was  lent 
hither  to  me  to  my  houfe  here,  by  Mr.  Randolph,  where  I  have 
been  for  fome  weeks,  aijd  do  intend  to  ftay  fome  weeks  longef, 
fo  that  I  doubt  Mr.  Randolph,  by  whom  I  fend  this,  will  be  gone 
e’er  I  come  to  London,  but,  when  1  ftiall  be  there,  I  fliall  en¬ 
deavour  to  inform  myfelf,  the  beft  1  can,  how  matters  do  ft  and 
as  to  your  colony,  and  ftiall  do  them  the  beft  fervice  and  friendly 
offices  I  can,  and  it  will  be  very  well  and  advifeable,  that,  upon 
<(  Mr.  Randolph’s  arrival,  matters  relating  to  trade  be  fo  fettled, 
“  as  that  there  be  no  further  juft  complaints  upon  that  account. 

Sir  George  Downing's  letter  to  Governor  Bradjlreet >  Eafi-Dadley*  heft, 
28.  1681. 

.  ,  appeals, 
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1 68  i  appeals,  m  matters  relating  to  the  revenue,  had  been  re- 
ma.,  and  that  they  had  feized  into  their  hands  the  moiety 
or  forfeitures  belonging  to  his  Majefty  by  law.”  It  was 
therefore  required,  “  that  fit  perfons  be  fentover,  without 
t0  anl'wer  foefe  complaints,  with  powers  to  fubmit 
to  inch  regulations  of  government  as  his  Majefty  (hould 
tiumc  fit,  that  reftitution  be  made  cf  all  monies  levied 
rom  the  officers,  that  they  be  encouraged  in  putting  the 
acts  of  trade  in  execution,  without  charge,  as  in  England, 
that  an  account  be  given  of  forfeitures  received,  and  that 
appeals  be  allowed.”  1  he  court  denied  the  charge,  and  faid 
in  tticir  aiilwer,  “  that  Mr.  Randolph  was  acknowledged 
collector,  and  his  commiffion  enrolled,  that  no  fuits  had 
been  countenanced  agamft  any  officers,  except  where  the 
iuojtct.  had  been  unjuftly  vexed,  that  they  knew  of  no 
forfeitures,  except  a  fine  upon  a  matter  of  a  fhip  for  abufins 
the  government,  that  they  would  encourage  his  officers^ 
and  require  no  depofit  for  the  future  •,  but  as  to  admitting 
appeals,  they  hoped  it  would  be  further  confidered.” 
However,  the  fending  over  agents  could  be  no  longer 
delayed.  At  a  court  called  in  Feb.  16S1,  when  his  Ma- 
]cfty  s  letter  by  Randolph  was  read,  they'  determined  to 
come  to  the  choice  of  agents.  Mr.  Stoughton  and  Mr. 
Dudley  were  chofen,  the  court  being  much  divided. 
Mr.  Stoughton  again  utterly  refufed,  and  Mr.  Richards* 
was  chofen  in  his  ftead.  The  defign  of  taking  away  the 
charter  became  every  day  mo.eand  more  evident.  Agents 
impowered  to  fubmit  to  regulations  of  government,  were, 
in  other  woids,  agents  impowered  tofurrender  their  charter. 
However,  the  genera!  court  would  have  been  glad  to  put 
a  more  favorable  conttrudtion  upon  it,  it  being  inconliftent 
with  his  Majefty’s  repeated  declarations,  and  therefore 
they  direded  their  agents  not  to  do,  or  confent  to  any  thing 
that  (Mould  vioiate  or  infringe  the  liberties  and  privileges 
gt anted  by  charter,  or  the  government eftablifhed  thereby. 

A  new  matter  of  charge  had  been  brought  againft  them 

* 

*  Mr.  Richards  was  a  wealthy  merchant,  of  a  fair  character,  and 
one  of  the  affiifants. 

in 
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in  England,  viz.  the  coining  money.  This  they  excnfed,!  683 
“  it  having  began  in  the  times  of  the  late  confufions,  to 
prevent  frauds  in  the  pieces  of  eight  current  among  them, 
and  if  they  had  trefpaffed  upon  his  Majefty’s  prerogative, 
it  was  through  ignorance,  and  they  humbly  begged  Iris 
pardon.”  The  other  points  of  exception  were  anfwered 
as  before  mentioned.  The  agents  failed  May  31ft.  A 
public  faff  was  appointed  to  be  obferved  June  22d,  through 
the  colony,  to  pray  for  the  prefervation  of  their  charter 
and  fuccefs  to  the  agency.  Randolph  was  in  England 
not  long  after  them,  ready  to  difclofe  every  thing  the 
agents  defired  to  conceal.  The  governor  had  defired 
him  to  do  nothing  to  the  prejudice  of  the  colony.  .  He 
promifed,  in  his  aniwer,  that  if  they  would  make  a  full  fub-*' 
million  to  his  Majefty,  he  would  endeavour  to  procure  his 
Majefty’s  royal  pardon,  and  the  continuance  of  their  pri- 
vile  ges,  fo  far  as  that  they  fhould  have  liberty  of  confcience 
and  the  free  exercife  of  their  religion,  and  that  no  money 
ftiould  be  railed  without  the  confcnt  of  the  people  :  for 
other  matters,  their  agents  were  mod  proper  to  folicit*; 

The  agents,  in  their  firft  letters  to  the  general  court,  ac- 
quainted  them,  “  that  his  Majefty  was  greatly  provoked 
by  their  fo  long  negle&ing  to  fend  agents,  and  they  de¬ 
fired  the  court  to  confider  whether  it  was  beft  to  hazard  all* 
rather  than  fatisfy  his  Majefty  as  to  the  mode  of  fubmifliort 
to  the  laws  for  regulating  trade,  fince  they  ferioufly  in¬ 
tended  to  fubmit  to  the  fubftance.55  They  had  not  then  been 
heard  before  the  council,  but  foon  after,  upon  prefenting 
the  court’s  addrefs,  they  were  commanded  to  fhew  their 
powers  and  all  their  inftrudions,  not  publicly,  but  to  Sir 
Lionel  Jenkins,  fecretary  of  ftate,  and  it  appearing,  upon 
perufal,  that  they  did  not  contain  fuch  powers  as  had  been 


*  In  Feb.  1681,  Randolph  exhibited  to  the  Lords  of  the  council 
articles  of  high  mifdemecnor  againh  a  faction  of  the  general  coin  l 
fitting  in  BoFon,  viz-,  Thomas  Danforth,  Daniel  Gookin,  Nathaniel 
Saltonftall,  SamuelNowell,  Richards,  Davy,  Oedney,  and  Appleton, 
magiftrates,  and  Fi flier,  Cooke,  Brattle,  Stoddard,  Bathuni,  Hat- 
horn,  Wait,  Johnfon,  Hutphmfon,  Sprague,  Oakes,  Holbrook, 
Cufhinp,  Hammond,  and  Pike,  deputies; 

y  i  required. 
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i  68  2 required,  they  were  informed  by  Lord  Radnor,  that  the 


council,  nem.  con.  had  agreed  to  report  to  his  Majefty, 
that  unlefs  the  agents  fpeedily  obtained  fuch  powers  as 
might  make  them  capable  to  fatisfy  in  all  points,  a  quo 


warranto  fhould  proceed.  The  agents  reprefented  the 
cafe  of  the  colony  as  defperate,  and  left  it  to  the  court 
to  determine  whether  it  was  inoft  advifeable  to  fubmit  to 
his  Majefty’s  pleafure,  or  to  fuffer  a  quo  warranto  to 
iflue.  Many  cities  had  fubmitted.  Bermudas  *  in  the 
plantations,  and  the  city  of  London  had  refufed,  and 
quo  warrantors  had  gone  out,  the  determination  of  which 
might  enable  the  Maffachufets  to  judge  what  would  be 
prudent  for  them  to  do.f 

Bermudas  was  the  fecond  colony,  for  many  years  fcarce  de¬ 
fending  the  name,  Virginia  being  the  firft.  The  charter  bears  date 
the  “29th  June  in  the  13th  year  of  King  James  1614,  by  the  name 
of  the  governor  and  company  of  the  city  of  London  for  the  planta¬ 
tion  of  the  Somer  lllands.”  This  charter  never  was  removed  to  the 
colony  as  that  of  the  Maffachufets  had  been.  The  company  conti¬ 
nued  to  meet  as  a  propriety  in  London.  A  governor  deputed  by 
the  company,  with  a  council  and  aftembly,  exercifed  fome  degree 
of  legiflative  power  in  the  iflands,  but  the  governor  and  company 
in  London  had  the  power  of  making  laws  not  repugnant,  &c. 
In  1663  a  law  was  made  by  the  company  that  every  veil'd,  above  five 
tons,  built  in  the  ifland  without  exprefs  leave  of  the  company  firft 
had  and  obtained,  fhould  be  forfeited  and  fold  for  the  ufe  of  the 
company.  The  inhabitants  made  complaint  of  great  oppreffion,  and 
prayed  for  a  diffolution  of  their  charter,  that  a  governor  might  be 
appointed  by  the  crown  and  the  fubje&s  governed  as  they  were  in 
Virginia  and  Barbados.  '-J  rue  relation  of  the  illegal  proceedings  of  the 
Somer  ijlands  company ,  &c.  167S. 

f  Randolph  was  mediant.  June  14th  1682  he  writes  to  the  Earl 
of  Clarendon,  <(  His  Majefly’s  quo  warranto  againft  their  charter 
“  and  fending  for  Thomas  Danforth  and  for  Samuel  Nowell,  a 

late  fanatick  preacher  and  now  a  magiftrate,  and  Daniel  Fiiher 
“  Elifha  Cooke,  deputies,  to  attend  and  anfwer  the  articles  of 
“  high  mifdemeanors,  I  have  now  exhibited  againft  them  in  my 
“  papers  fent  Mr.  Blaithwait,  will  m  ke  the  whole  fadlion  tremble. 

“  If  the  party  were  confiderable  enough  to  revolt  upon  his  Ma- 
“  jefty’s  relblution  to  fettle  the  plantation,  their  firft  work  would 


of  their  conftitution,  which  by  their  law  is  death. 
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Upon  receipt  of  thefe  advices,  it  was  made  a  queftion,i682 
not  in  the  general  court  only,  but  amongft  all  the  inha¬ 
bitants,  whether  to  furrender  or  not.  The  opinions  of 
many  of  the  minifters,  and  their  arguments  in  fupport  of 
them,  were  given  in  writing,  and,  in  general,  it  was 
thought  better  to  die  by  the  hands  of  others,  than  by 
their  ownj.  An  addrefs  was  agreed  upon  by  the  general 
court,  another  was  prepared  and  lent  through  the  colony 
to  be  figned  by  the  feveral  inhabitants,  which  the  agents 
were  to  prefent  or  not,  as  they  thought  proper,  and  they 
were  inftrufted  to  deliver  up  the  deeds  for  the  province 
of  Main,  if  required,  and  it  would  tend  to  preferve  their 
charter,  otherwife  not ;  and  they  were  to  make  no  con- 
ceflions  of  any  privileges  conferred  upon  the  colony  by 
the  charter. 

Cranfield,  governor  of  New-HampOiire,  being  onj683 
a  vi fit  at  Bofton,  advifed  to  the  agents  waiting  upon  Lord 
Hide,  and  tendering  him  an  acknowlegement  of  2000 
guineas  for  his  Majefty’s  private  fervice,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  promifed  to  reprefent  the  colony  in  a  favorable  light. 

The  court  agreed  to  the  propofal,  and  (hewed  him  the 
letter  they  wrote  to  the  agents  thereupon,  but  he,  infa- 
moufiy,  reprefented  the  colony  as  rogues  and  rebels,  and 
made  his  game  of  them  for  making  iuch  an  offer,  and  the 
agents  complained  of  their  being  ridiculed  for  the  (ham  put 
upon  the  country.*  Upon  the  agents  receiving  this  final 
refolution  of  the  court,  their  bufinels  was  at  an  end. 

It  was  immediately  determined  a  quo  warranto  fhould  go 
againft  the  charter,  and  that  Randolph  fhould  be  the 
meffenger  of  death.  The  agents  arrived  at  Bofton  the 
23d  of  Odtober  1683,  and  the  fame  week  Randolph  ar- 


J  The  clergy  turned  the  fcale  for  the  laft  time.  The  balance 
which  they  had"  held  from  the  beginning  they  were  allowed  to  le- 
tain  no  longer. 

*  “  Truly  Sir  if  you  was  here  to  fee  how  we  are  ndicuiea  ly 
our  bell  friends  at  court  for  the  fham  Cranfield  hath  put  upon  you, 
it  would  grieve  you.  I  will  allure  you,  whatever  letters  he  at 
fhewn  you,  his  Majefly  laft  night  told  my  friend  that  he  a  re¬ 
prefented  us  as  diftoyal  rogues.”  Dudley  to  Bradfirttt, 

Y  3 
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^  °  k  1  ,VvI^1.t^le  ciuo  warranto,  and  a  declaration  from  ths 

tnat  if  the  colony,  before  profecution,  would  make 
iuli  lubmiffion  and  entire  refignation  to  his  pleafure,  he 
would  regulate  their  charter  for  his  fervice  and  their  good, 
and  with  no  further  alterations  than  fhould  be  neceffary 
ior  the  fupport  of  his  government  there.  Two  hundred 
copies  of  the  proceedings  againft  the  charter  of  London 
were  lent  at  the  fame  time,  by  advice  of  the  privy  council, 
to  be  difpcrfed  through  the  province.  The  governor  and* 
nujor  part  of  the  akuiants,  deipairing  of  any  iuccefs  from 
a  defence,  palled  the  following  vote  i  i  he  magiffrates 
have. voted,  that  an  humble  addrefs  be  fent  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  by  this  flip,  declaring  that,  upon  a  ferious  con- 
f deration  of  his  Majefty’s  gracious  intimations,  in  his 
former  letters,  and  more  particularly  in  his  late  declara¬ 
tion,  that  his  pleafure  and  purpofe  is  only  to  regulate 
Ocif  chaitci,  m  fuen  a  manner  as  (hall  be  for  his  fervice 
and  the  good  of  this  his  colony,  and  without  any  other 
alteration  than  what  is  neceffary  for  the  fupport  of  his 
government  here,  we  will  not  prefume  to  contend  with 
his  Majeily  in  a  courfe  of  law,  but  humblyday  ourfelves 
at  his  Majefly’s  feet,  in  a  fubmiffion  to  his  pleafure  fo 
declared,  and  that  we  have  refolved,  by  the  next  oppor¬ 
tunity,  to  fend  our  agents,  impowered  to  receive  his 
Majeily  ?s  commands  accordingly.  And,  for  laving  a 
default  for  non-appearance  upon  the  return  of  the  writ 
of  quo  warranto,  that  home  meet  perfon  or  perfons  be 
appointed  and  impowered,  by  letter  of  attorney,  to  ap¬ 
pear  and  make  defence,  until  our  agents  may  make  their 
£C  appearance  and  lubmiffion,  as  above.  The  magistrates 
have  puffed  this  with  reference  to  the  confent  of  their 
brethren  the  deputies  hereto.  Edward-  Rawson-, 
15th  Nov .  1683.  ’  Secretary.” 

f  Th/e  next  day  after  Randolph  arrived,  a  terrible  lire  happened 
in  Bolton,  in  the  richcil  part  of  the  town.  Some  of  the  people,  in 
their ^rage  and  jealoufy,  fuppofed  the  town  to  be  let  on  fire  by* his 
procurement.  I  find  this  infinuated  in  an  interleaved  almanack, 
and  other  mamiferipts. 

*’*■•*-%*+*  4M  i.  «  J  > 

rn 

This 


ci 


c  c 


c: 


Cl 


c  c 


Cl 


£C 


<5 : 


c  1 


Cl 


t  c 


1C 


Cl 


Cl 


c  1 


6C 


C  l 


Cl 


339 


massachusets-bay. 


This  lay  in  the  houfe,  under  confideration,  a  fortnight*  168 3 
and  was  then  pafied  upon  as  follows : 

“  Nov.  30,  1683.  The  deputies  content  not,  but 

adhere  to  their  former  bills.  Wm.  Torre y,  Cler.” 

Had  this  been  made  an  a£t  of  the  general  court,  it  is 
doubtful  whether  the  confequent  adminiftration  or  govern¬ 
ment  would  have  been  lefs  arbitrary  than  it  was,  upon  the 
judgment  againft  the  charter ;  but,  upon  the  revolution,  • 
they  might  have  reaffumed  their  charter,  as  Rhode-Iflana* 
and  Connefticut  did  their  respective  charters,  there  having 

been  no  judgment  againft  thenvf . 

A  letter  of  attorney  was  fentto  Mr.  Humphrys,  to  ap¬ 
pear  and  anfwer  for  the  province.  Addrefles  were  ftnt, 
one  after  another,  but  to  no  purpofe.  In  September,  a 
fcire  facias  v/as  received  by  Mr.  Dudley  and  communicated 
to  the  governor,  who  called  a  Special  court.  I  he  time  for 
their  appearance  at  Weftminfter  was  paft  bcfoie  it  a  as  re- 
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*  Rhode  Ifland  made  a  full  furrender  of  their  charter  as  appears 
by  the  following  advertifement  in  the  London  .gazette,  Win  ifor 
Sept  it,  1684.°“  Ilis  Majefty  lias  gracioufly  received  the  addrefs 
of  the’colony  of  Rhode  Hland  and  Providence  plantations  in  New, 
England,  ‘humbly  reprefenting,  that  upon  the  fignification  o  fa 

writ  of  quo  warranto  againft  their  charter,  they  had  refolved  in 

a  CTeneral  aftcrnhly  not  to  Hand  fuit  with  Pis  Majefty,  but  wholly 
to  fubrnit  to  his  royal  pleafure  themfelves  and  their  charter, 
whereof  his  Majefty  has  thought  fit  to  acc.'rt  the  furrender.” 
The  order  in  council  to  the  attorney  general  to  ng  writs  ol  quo 
warranto  againft  Connecticut  and  idiotic  1  w .. p. d  was  1  ti  1  v  15? 

j  6  g  - 

Connefticut  had  the  offer  of  being  annexed  to  Maffachu lets  or 
New  York.  They  prayed  the  continuance  of  their  privileges,  but 
if  they  muft  lofe  their  charter  they  chofe  to  be  annexed  'to  Mafia, 
chufets.  T his  was  condrued  a  mireiidei. 

• 

f  However  agreeable  to  law  this  diftin&ion  might  be,  yet  equity 
does  not  feem  to  favour  it.  The  charter  of  London  was  adjudged 
forfeited  upon  a  long  argument  of  the  greateft  lawyers  in  the  nation. 
The  Maffachufets  was  decreed  forfeited  upon  default  of  appearance. 
Not  only  the  charter  of  London  but  all  the  charters  in  the  King  s 
dominions  I  fuppofe  (unlefs  Bermudas  is  an  exception)  v  net  v  sur¬ 
rendered  or  whether  there  had  been  judgment  againft  kt.hcm,  Vvcia 
re-affumed  except  that  of  the  Maffachufets.  .  . 
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Seaddr(-(?°f-°"’^  No  otheranfwer,  than  another  hum- 

*  ,  '  5  Vuo  at tempted.  The  cafe  was  defperate  and 

bv  m!"r  .*?  en,”d  °P>  «W  of  *i*  was  received 
t>y  Mi.  Rawfon,  July  2d  1685. 

any  new  government  was  fettled,  K.  Charles 
inched.  Mr.  Blaithwait  wrote  to  the  governor*,  and  re¬ 
commended  the  proclaiming  K.  James,  without  delay. 

d,°,rie’.,wlthgreat  ceremony,  in  the  high  ftreet 
m  Dofcon  (April  20th.) 

There  were  all  the  fypmtoms,  notwithftanding,  0f  an 
expiring  conftuution.  Several  of  the  towns  negledled  to 

-pi  „  r  I  7Te  Proceedings  were  in  this  form  and  order. 

16th  re,!aCaa5’  flrCaed  t0  Sheriff  of  Middlefex,  bore  tell 

turn^M  w"'  M  “  4  ^  faC’  direfted  t0  the  fan,e  re¬ 
council  foretimeCrr'  ^d-  the  agent  ^r  the  company  moved  by  his 
under  *4  cor  o’  f  1°  NeW'E"?laili  for  a  letter  of  attorney 

’  t0  .appear  and  plead  t0  th°pe  feire 

Mr" /rt’ixnov  4 l1CjTt‘maS  tejm-tn,en  next’  when  the  court  ordered 
of  tli  ,f  ?  ’V  plou!;'  be  attended  therein,  to  fhew  caufe  the  laft  day 

‘  ?/!-  An W‘ly  the  defei?dant,s  not  have  time  to  appear. 

fet  4deA  E  7ey  m°vfd  that  order,  and  had  it  in  fome  part 

ordered.’  b  ^  °n  hearinS  council  <*  both  fides  it4as 

0ft4^ire.fV ' 4T  j,ud2nie,lt  be  entered  up  for  his  Majefty  as 

to  fflr  b,  “,defend.ant5  aPPear  firft  day  of  next  term  and  plead 
to  iHiie,  fo  as  (o  take  notice  of  a  trial  to  be  had  the  fame  term  Then 

the  faid  judgment  by  Mr.  Attorney’s  confent  to  be  fet  afxde  other- 
v/ife  the  fame  to  ft  and  recorded.  9 

On  tne  firft  day  of  Michaelmas  term  following,  the  company’s 

S-  440'  C°m?!°  m°Ve’  and  bought  fevfhl  merch/n7to 

VuV 1  -V  ,  ,he  co.Urt  01  ^ancery,  that  in  the  time  given  it  was  impof- 
fib  e  to  have  a  letter  of  attorney  returned  from  New-England,  fo, 

.  l4eOad-  "0t  glvc"  t,me  !onS  enough  to  perform  a  matter,  it  was, 

f,  J  ’  S!Tng  n.°  tnne  at  all ;  for  a  time  not  fufficient  was  equally 
ratal  to  no  time  given.  •*  * 

fo  which  the  then  Lord  Keeper  replied,  that  no  time  ought  at 
J  L°  ia',c.  Decn  given,  in  regard  that  all  corporations  ought  to  have 
attornevs  in  court  at  all  times  to  appear  for  them  upon  all  occaf.ons. 

And  fo  fet  afide  the  order  for  time  to  appear  and  plead,  and  judgment 
was  entred  as  m  the  copy.  ° 

1  yc  faid  he  did  not  write  as  to  a  government  the  charter  being- 

vacated.  6 

fend 
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fend  their  deputies  in  the  year  1684.  Little  bufinefs  \vas1684 
done  at  the  court.  The  people,  indeed,  (hewed  fome  re- 
fentment  againfl:  the  magiftrates,  who  had  been  forward 
for  furrendering.  Mr.  Dudley,  Richards  and  Brown 
were  dropped,  Cooke,  Johnfon  and  Hutchinfon  chofe  in 
their  (lead.  Mr.  Bradftreet,  the  governor*,  Mr.  Stoughton, 
Bulkeley,  Saltonftall  and  Gidney  had  fewer  votes  than 
ufual.  There  feems  to  have  been  as  much  indifference  in 
the  legiflature  about  public  affairs  in  1685,  expe£tingi685 
every  day  to  be  fuperfeded. 

The  election  for  1686  was  the  12th  of  May.  Mr. 1686 
Dudley  being  left  out,  Mr.  Stoughton,  from  complaifance 
to  him,  refufed  to  ferve.f 

The  1  5th,  the  Rofe  frigate  arrived  from  England,  with 
a  commiffion  to  Mr.  Dudleyt,  as  prefidenc,  and  divers 
others,  gentlemen  of  the  council,  to  take  upon  them  the 

adminiftration 

*  The  governor  had  690  votes,  Danforth  had  631  for  governor. 

7i /TO  ' 

0 . 

f  One  Jofeph  Redknap  died  at  Bolton  at  the  age  of  no.  He 
came  over  at  60,  had  been  a  wine  cooper  in  London. 

X  Mr.  Dudley,  when  he  found  he  could  do  his  country  no  ferviGe 
in  his  agency,  that  he  might  not  wholly  lofe  his  labour,  took 
meamres  to  ferve  himfelf,  and  had  recommended  himfelf  to  the 
court  when  he  was  in  London.  After  his  return  he  kept  up  a 
friendly  correfpondence  with  Randolph,  who  warmly  efpoufed 
his  intereft,  and  writes,  July  18th,  84,  to  Col.  Shrimpton — No 
“  better  news  could  have  come  to  me,  than  to  hear  Mr.  Dudley, 

46  principally,  was  left  out  of  the  election,  the  fitter  man  to  ferve 
“  his  King  and  country,  in  an  honourable  lfation,  for  they  have 
<c  declared  him  fo,” — and  again  the  26th.  “  I  am  extremely  fb- 
€t  licitous  that  Mr.  Dudley  might  have  the  foie  government  of 
“  New-England,  for  no  man  better  underftands  the  conrtitution 
“  of  your  country,  and  hath  more  loyalty  and  refpedt  to  his  Ma- 
“  jefty’s  affairs,  but  I  dare  not  openly  appear  in  it,  left  it  be 
<c  thought  there  is  fome  private  defign  in  it,  but  I  am,  upon  all 
tc  occafions,  hinting  his  merit  to  his  friends. ” — But,  however 
obnoxious  Mr.  Dudley  had  rendered  himfelf,  yet  he  was,  with 
lefs  relu&ance,  received  as  their  chief  ruler,  at  this  time,  from  a 
general  expectation,  which  had  obtained,  of  Kirk’s  being  fent  over 
to  take  the  government.  Their  agent  (Humphries)  had  advifed 
them  of  the  danger  of  it,  and  they  expected  fomething  of  the 
fame  tragedy  he  had  been  acting  in  the  weft  of  England.  Mr. 
Rawfon,  in  a  letter  to  Hinkky,  July  1685,  writes,  that  “  Colonel 

K.irke> 
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ad  mini  (Ration  of  government.  A  copy  of  the  commiffion 
was  prefented,  and  the  following  anfwer  refolved  upon  by 
tlie  court,  netnine  contradicente. 

“  Ge  ntlemen, 

W e  have  perufed  what  you  left  with  us,  as  a  true 
copy  of  his  Majefty’s  commiffion,  fhewed  to  us  the  17th 
jnftant,^  impowering  you  for  the  governing  of  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  iubjecls  inhabiting  this  colony,  and  other  places 
therein  mentioned.  You  then  applied  to  us,  not  as  a 
governor  and  company,  but  (as  you  were  pleafed  to 
term  us)  fome  of  the  principal  gentlemen  and  chief  in- 
haoi rants  oi  the  feveral  towns  of  the  Mtaffiichulets, 
amongit  other  difeourfe,  faying,  it  concerned  us  to  con- 
iider  what  therein  might  be  tiiought  hard  and  uneafy ; 
upon  peruial  whereor,  we  find,  as  we  conceive,  Firft, 
i  hat  there  is  no  certain  determinate  rule  for  your  ad- 
miniftration  of  juftice,  and  that  which  is,  feems  to  be 
too  arbitrary.  Secondly,  I  hat  the  fubjeds  are  abridged 
01  their  liberty,  as  Englishmen,  both  in  the  matters 
of  legislation  and  in  laying  of  taxes,  and  indeed  the 
whole  unqueftioned  privilege  of  the  fubjed,  transferred 
“  upon  you rfelves,  there  not  being  the  lead  mention  of 
“  an  a  (Terribly  in  the  commiffion,  and  therefore  we  think 
it  highly  concerns  you  to  confider  whether  fuch  a  com- 
miffion  be  Life  for  you  or  us  •,  but  if  you  are  fo  fatisfied 
therein,  as  that  you  hold  yourfelves  obliged  thereby, 
and  do  take  upon  you  the  government  of  this  people, 
although  we  cannot  give  our  afient  thereto,  yet  we  hope 
we  ffiall  demean  ourfelves  as  true  and  loyal  fubjeds  to 
his  Majefty,  and  humbly  make  our  addrelies  unto  God, 
and  m  due  time  to  our  gracious  prince,  for  our  relief. 
May  2Cth  1606.  By  order,  Edvv.  Rawson,  Sec’y. 
These  for  Jofeph  Dudley,  Efq;  and  the  reft  of  the 
“  gentlemen  named  in  his  Majefty’s  commiffion.” 
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was  Detore  ms  ana  j  u  ^ 

the  weft  ;  but  after  the  news  of  the  tragedies  there,  Rawfon 
writes  ~ “  Our  condition  is  awful. 19  Th$ 


MA  ss  ACHUSETS-B  AY.  343 

f  t  •* 

The  court  appointed  a  committee  to  take  into  their 1 68(5 
cuftody  fuch  papers  as  referred  to  the  charter,  and  titles 
of  land,  by  purchafe  from  the  Indians  or  otherwise,  and 
ordered  the  fecretary  to  deliver  the  fame,  and  adjourned 
to  the  fecond  Wednefday  in  October. 

The  25th  of  May  the  prefident  and  council  met,  and 
his  Majefty’s  commiffion  was  publifhed. 

New  Plimouth,  Connedticut,  and  Rhode- Ifland,  who 
were  lefs  obnoxious,  and  had  been  more  pliant  than  the 
Maffachufets,  were  all  to  be  in  like  degree  fufferers,  al¬ 
though  not  included  in  Mr.  Dudley’s  commiffion,*  the 
execution  was  only  refpited  a  few  months. 

We  have  taken  no  notice  of  the  affairs  of  New-Pli- 
niouth  ft  nee  the  year  1676.  Having  conquered  Philip’s 
country  of  Mount-Hope,  now  Briftol,  it  was  confirmed  to 
that  colony  by  K.  Charles.  The  Maffachufets  had  applied 
for  it.  Mr.  Window,  the  governor  of  Plimouth,  died  in 
1680,  Dec.  1 8th,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Thomas  Hinkley, 
who  continued  until  that  colony  was  included  in  the  fame 
commiffion  with  the  Maffachufets,  &c.  It  was  agreed, 
that  the  grand  council  of  Plimouth  could  confer  no  powers 
of  government.  They  had  nothing  therefore  to  lupport 
them  at  New-Plimouth,  but  the  King’s  approbation,  from 
time  to  time,  of  their  proceedings.  It  might  then  well  be 
expedited  that  they  ffiould  act  with  great  caution,  to  avoid 
giving  offence.  They  had  been  amufed,  from  year  to 
year,  with  affurances  that  the  King  would  grant  them  a 

charter.  Such  an  one  as  Connecticut  had  received  they 

>  ^  * 

prayed  for.  The  name  of  the  Maffachuiets  was  odious. 

The  governor  kept  upon  good  terms  with  Randolph,  who 
engaged  to  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to  obtain  the 

*  I  find  the  following  paiTageiii  a  letter  from  Ireland,  March  26th 
1684.  “  Our  laid  packet  from  England  brings  us  news  of  two 

“  very  loyal  addreffes  to  his  Majefty,  one  from  New-Plimouth  and 
s‘  the  other  from  Connecticut,  which  were  both  very  gracioufly 
“  received,  by  which  I  fu'fpeft  you,  of  the  Maffachufets,  are  more 
44  whigpilh,  and  your  neighbours  more  toryilh,  to  exprefs  it  in 

“  the  language  of  late  in  ufe.” 

0  '  charter. 


ill 
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ioSfccharter.*  They  had  orders  to  fend  over  a  copy  of  their 
patent,  in  order  to  form  a  new  one,  in  which  the  Nara- 
ganlet  country  was  to  be  included  ;  but,  upon  the  quo 
warranto  coming  over  to  MalTachufets,  Mr.  Blaithwait 
wrote  to  the  governor,  Sept.  27th  1683, — “  I  muftdeal 
“  plainly  with  you.  It  is  not  probable  any  thing  will  be 
“  determined,  in  that  behalf,  until  his  Majefty  do  fee  an 
“  ilTue  of  proceedings  in  relation  to  the  MalTachufets  co- 
“  lony,  and  that,  upon  regulating  their  charter,  that  colony 
“  be  brought  under  fuch  an  adual  dependance  upon  the 
“  crown  as  becomes  his  Majefty’s  fubjefts.  From  hence 
“  it  will  be,  that  your  patent  will  receive  it’s  model ;  and 
“  although  you  may  be  allured  of  all  you  defire,  yet  it 
“  will  be  expected  that,  in  acknowledgment  of  fo  great 
<c  favors,  fuch  provifions  may  be  mlerted  as  are  necefiary 

“  for  the  maintenance  of  his  Majefty’s  authority.”  After 

this,  they  could  have  no  great  reafon  to  hope  for  fuccefs. 
However,  they  continued  their  purfuit,  and  in  Nov.  1683, 
they  forwarded  another  3ddrefs,  wherein  they  congratu¬ 
lated  his  Majefty  upon  his  deliverance,  in  anfwer  to  their 
prayers  they  hoped,  from  the  late  horrid  confpiracyf, 
and  they  had  appointed  the  15th  inftant  for  a  day  of 
folemn  thankfgiving,  for  the  falvation  of  his  Majefty’s 
royal  perfon  from  that  and  other  hellifh  confpiracies. 
They  go  on  to  pray  his  Majefty’s  favor,  in  granting  them  a 
charter,  having  fent  over  a  true  copy  of  their  patent  from 
the  council  of  Plimouth.  Randolph  writes  to  the  governor 
of  Plimouth  the  4th  of  March  following,  that  he  had  pre- 
fented  the  addrefs,  with  the  neceflary  amendments,  to  his 
Majefty  in  council,  that  it  would  be  printed,  was  gracioufly 
received,  and  that  they  would  find  the  benefit  of  it,  in 
difpatch,  and  fettlemenc  of  their  colony.  Upon  the  death 
of  King  Char3e>,  they  were  diftinguifhed  by  King  James 
from  the  other  colonies,  by  a  letter  under  his  fign  manual,  J 
acquainting  them  with  his  acceftion  to  the  throne,  the 


*  They  fent  over  Mr.  James  Cudworth,  as  their  agent,  in  1681,  to 
follicit  their  patent,  but  he  died  foon  after  his  arrival. 

f  This  mult  be  the  proteilant  plot.  j  June  26th  1685. 
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rreat  things  the  parliament  had  done,  the  defeat  of  Ar-168 6 
r«le,  and  the  landing  of  Monmouth,  and  the  care  taken  to 
Prevent  his  fuccefs,  all  to  prevent  any  falfe  and  malicious 
umours  that  might  be  fpread  among  his  Majefty  s  fubjects 
;t  that  diftance.  An  addrefs  was  fent  to  the  King,  upon 
lis  acceffion,  taking  notice  of  the  affurances  they  haci  re¬ 
vived  from  his  royal  brother,  and  praying  that  his 
Vlaiefty  would  fulfil  them.  This  was  the  Lift  effort  . 
Connecticut  kept  more  filent,  inactive  and  relerved,  fiab- 
nitting  when  compelled  to  it,  and  reaffuming  their  rights 
is  foon  as  they  had  opportunity  for  itf. 


*  King  Charles’s  grant,  under  his  fign  manual,  of  Philip’s 
:ountry,  is  in  thefe  words,  “  We  have  taken  into  our  royal  confi- 
ieration,  how  that,  by  your  loyalty  and  good  conauff  in  that  war, 
^ou  have  been  the  happy  mftrurocnts  to  enla  gv.  oui  dom',n-.on,'>>  and 
;o  bring  that  new  territory  oi  Mount-Hope  into  a  more  immediate 
iependance  upon  us.  We  are  therefore  graciouily  pleafed  to  gite 
and  orant,  and  do  hereby  give  and  grant  unto  you,  the  full  and 
entire  property  of  the  faid  territory  or  iv,ope  of  land,  commonly 
tailed  Mount-Hope,  containing,  by  common  eftimation,  feven 
thoufand  acres,  be  the  fame  more  or  ieis,  for  the  foie  and  propel 
ufe  and  behoof  of  yourfelves  and  the  reft  Oi  oui^  Hid  colony  of 
New-Plimouth,  to  be  holden  of  us,  our  heirs  and  lucceftors,  as  of 
our  caftle  of  Windfor  in  the  county  of  Berks,  yielding  and  paying, 
&c.  feven  beaver  fkins  each  and  every  year,  &c.” 

This  country  of  Mount-Hope,  with  feveral  townfhips  and  parts 
of  townfhips,  always  reputed  part  of  the  colony  of  New-Plimouth, 
by  a  new  line,  never,  until  then,  conceived  by  any  perfon  whatso¬ 
ever,  was,  in  the  year  174.1,  by  commifiioners  from  New-"^  oik,  tec. 
determined  to  be  within  the  bounds  of  Rhode- 111  and  chattel,  and 
this  determination,  perhaps,  for  want  of  proper  evidence,  which 
might  have  been  produced  on  tne  part  of  the  Mafiachuiets,  was 
afterwards  confirmed  by  his  late  Majefty  in  council. 

In  this  and  other  controverfies  about  boundaries,  it  has  been  the 
misfortune  of  the  Maflaehufets  province  to  have  been  reprefented  as 
too  great  and  powerful  a  province,  that  his  Majefty’s  fmall  province 
of  New- Hamp (hire,  the  fmall  colony  of  Rhode- 1  (land,  were  op- 
prefTed  and  born  down,  & c. 

f  The  condition  of  the  difTenters  in  England,  in  the  latter  pait 
of  the  reign  of  K  ing  Charles  the  2d,  had  caufed  many  of  theinto 
turn  their  thoughts  again  towards  New-England.  “  Divers  per-. 
Eons  in  England  and  Ireland,  gentlemen,  citizens  and  ©tiers. 
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i606  To  avoid  any  interruption  in  relating  the  feveral  fteps 
tak>  si  for  vacating  the  charter,  we  have  paflfed  over  fome 
events,  the  remembrance  of  which  fhould  be  preferved. 

i  he  Indians,  at  the  eaftward,  continued  their  hoftilities, 
after  thole,  at  the  weftward,  were  fubdued  and  difperfed. 
In  Auguft  1 676,  they  furprized  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Ham¬ 
mond,  an  ancient  trader  at  Kenebeck,  and,  from  thence 
eroded  over  to  Arowfick  ifland,  were  there  was  a  lar^e 
home,  with,  what  was  there  efteemed,  a  ftrong  fort,  built 
round  it,  belonging  to  Major  Clark  and  Capt.  Lake*,  two 
merchants  of  Bofton,  who  owned  the  ifland  and  great  part 
of  the  main  land  near  to  it.  The  Indians  hid  themfeives 
in  the  night  under  the  walls  of  the  fort.  When  the  cen- 
tmel  left  his  Ration  at  day-light,  fome  of  the  Indians  fol¬ 
lowed  him  in  at  the  fort  gate,  whilft  the  reft  ran  to  the 
port  holes,  and  fhot  down  every  perfon  they  faw.  Capt 
Lake,  finding  the  Indians  had  poflefled  themfeives  of  the 
fort,  efcaped  with  Capt.  Davis  f  and  two  others,  at  a  back 
door,  to  the  waterfide,  intending  to  pafs  to  another  ifland 
neai  to  Arowfick*  Capt.  Laice  was  killed  juft  as  he  landed. 
His  bones  were,  after  fome  time,  found  and  brought  to 

Ling  inclined  to  remove  themfeives  into  foreign  parts,  where  they 
may  enjoy,  without  interruption,  the  public  exercife’  of  chriftian 
religion,  according  to  what  they  apprehend  of  divine  inftitution 
have  prevailed  with  Mr.  Blackwell  to  make  your  country  a  viht’ 
and  enquire  whether  they  may  be  there  welcome,  and  whether 
they  inay  icafon ably  expert  that  liberty  they  promife  themfeives 
and  others,  who  will  attend  their  motion."  Letter  from  Dan .  Coxe 
to  Gov.  Bradjheet ,  London  Oa.  10.  1684.  The  alteration  which 
happened  prefently  after,  in  the  public  affairs  of  the  colony,  was 
alone  fufheient  to  difeourage  this  emigration.  At  the  fame  time, 
fome  of  the  proteftants  in  France,  after  a  relation  of  their  mifera- 
ble  date  m  fian^.t.,  conclude  a  letter  from  Rochel  id  Odlober  1684 
New-Lngland,  the  country  where  you  live,  is  in  great  edeem,* 
T,  and  a  great  many  other  piotedants,  intend  to  go  there.  Tell  us, 
if  you  pleafe,  what  advantage  we  can  have,  and  particularly  the 
peafants,  who  are  ufed  to  the  plough.  If  fomebody  at  your  country 
would  fend  a  diip  here  to  fetch  over  French  protedants,  he  would 
make  great  gain." 

*  Capt.  Lake  was  the  anceftor  of  the  late  Sir  Bibie  Lake, 
f  Davis  was  afterwards  of  the  council  for  Maflachufets  province’.- 

v  Bofton. 
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Bofton.  Davis  was  wounded,  but  made  his  efcape,  as  did  1686 
the  other  two.  At  thefe  two  houfes,  fifty  three  Englifti 
were  killed  and  taken.  The  news  of  this  ftroke  broke 
up  all  the  plantations  at  and  near  Kenebeck,  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  tranfporting  themfelves  to  Pifcataqua  and  Bofton,  or 
fome  other  place  of  fecurity.  This  brought  the  Indians 
further  weftward,  toCafco,  Spurwinck,  Black-point, Wells, 
and  CapeNidduck,  within  the  bounds  of  York,  at  all  which 
places  they  did  more  or  lefs  mifchief.  Mugg,  a  noted 
Indian,  well  known  to  the  Englifti*,  was  at  the  bead  of 
the  enemy.  The  prifoners,  by  his  means,  were  treated 
with  more  humanity  and  courtefy  than  had  been  known, 
and  he  fent  one  or  two  of  them  to  Pifcataqua,  in  order  to 
ranfom  their  friends  ;  but  the  goods  lent  for  their  ranfom 
were  feized  by  other  Indians.  Mugg  himfelf  came  to 
Pifcataqua,  and  afterwards  to  Bofton,  where,  in  behalf  of 
Madockawando  and  Cheberrina,  fachems  of  Penobfcot, 
he  entered  into  treaty  with  the  governor  and  council, 

Nov.  13th  1676.  This  was  the  firft  treaty  with  any  of 
the  Tarrateens,  or  eaftern  Indians.  “  They  promifed  to 
ceafe  all  ads  of  hoftility,  to  return  the  captives,  to  do 
their  utmoft  to  repair  the  damage  fuftained  by  the  Englifti, 
to  buy  no  powder  or  ammunition  of  any  other  than  per- 
fons  deputed  by  the  governor,  provided  they  could  have  a 
fupplv  in  that  way,  and  to  account  all  other  eaftern  Indians 
in  the  number  of  their  enemies,  who  did  not  affent  to  the 
lame  covenant  and  agreement.”  No  mention  is  made  of 
any  fubjedion  to  the  government  of  the  colony,  or  to  the 
Ki  ng  of  England,  but  they  are  confidered  as  a  free  inde¬ 
pendent  people.  The  treaty  is  at  large  in  Mr.  Hubbard’s 
hiftory  of  the  war.  The  Indians  continued,  notwithftand- 
ing,  to  do  mifchief  on  the  eaftern  frontier  in  1677,  when 
Major  Andros,  by  virtue  of  his  commifffion  from  the  Duke 
of  York,  having  placed  forces  at  Pemaquid,  the  Indians 
made  overtures  of  peace  and  friendfhip,  and,  as  a  proof 
of  their  fincerity,  brought  in  1 5  Englifn  captives,  and  they 
continued  for  fome  time  quiet.  An  attack  was  made  upon 

*  Pie  had  lived,  from  a  child,  in  Fr.glifh  families. 
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i6o6the  weftern  frontiers,  by  40  or  50  Indians  laid  to  be 
rivei  Indians*,  but  whether  Connecticut  or  Hudlbn’s  river 
Js  not  mentioned.  This  was  the  19th  of  September  1677. 
They  furprized  many  of  Hatfield,  as  they  were  raifino-  a 
houle  and  unarmed,  and  killed  and  carried  away  about 

twenty,  and  the  next  day  took  three  or  four  more  from 
Deerfield. 

By  the  advice  of  the  governor  of  New- York,  com- 
rniffioners  were  lent,  about  this  time,  from  the  Maffachu- 
fets  and  Connedicut,  to  the  Maqua’s,  to  fecure  their 
friendlhip  to  the  Englifh  intereft  in  general  and  toeno-ao-c 
them  againft  the  Tarrateens,  or  eaftern  Indians,  who” had 
been  their  ancient  enemies.  I  fuppofe  this  was  the  firft 

treatyf  between  the  Mohawks,  or  Five  Nations,  and  the 
Mauachufets  colonyt. 

In 


PhtUn* 1  d  which  originally  belonged  to  Connexion  river,  after 
Pnd.p  swai,  removed  to  a  place  called  Scatacook,  and  were  known 
by  the  name  of  ScatacooK  Indians,  and  when  there  have  been  trea 
ues  with  the  Six  Nations,  more  or  lefs  of  thefe  Indians  have  gent 
rally  been  prefent.  1  hey  proved  a  heavy  fcourge  to  the  county  of 
Hamplhne,  joining  with  the  French  and  Canada  Indians,  and  fuffi. 
ciently  revenged  themfelves  of  the  Engliih.  Being  well  acauainreH 
with  molt  of  the  houfes  upon  Connefticut  river  for  40  years  before 
their  removal,  they  fcrved  as  pilots  in  the  frequent  itvafion/ during 
King  William  s  and  Queen  Ann’s  wars.  ° 

t  Pynchon  and  Richards  were  fent  to  Albany  in  1677,  in  order  to 
demand  the  delivery  of  fome  eaftern  Indians  among  the  Mohawks 
but  governor  Andros  perfuaded  them  to  defift.  ’ 

J  1,1  16  f°>  tiie  people  were  greatly  furprized  with  the  appearance 
of  a  comet,  IS. ft  difeovered  the  18th  of  November,  and  vilible  the 
loth  of  Irebruary,  after  which,  for  a  few  days  it  cculd’be  difeerned 

a  ‘n th’  ‘tS  aPPearance  is  very  terrible,  for, 

though  the  head  be  finally  yet  the  tail  is  near  30°  in  length,  and 

a  fee  n  els  almoft  to  our  zenith,  growing  continually  broader,  and 

is  brighteft  on  the  fide*,  Specially  the  fouth,  the  middle  being 

considerably  darker  than  the  fides.”  Interleav'd  Almanack. 

Aug.  17th  1682,  another  comet  appeared,  and  continued  until  the 
15th  of  September,  “  The  head  or  liar  much  bigger  than  that 
oi  ,6 80,  and  of  a  dim  colour,  though  the  coma,  or  blaze,  was 
much  fmaller,  not  even  extending  above  15”  in  length.”  Idem. 
It  was  the  general  opinion,  that  any  unufoal  appearances  in  the 
heavens  were  prefages  of  calamities  coming  upon  the  world. 


Nov , 
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In  the  year  1685,  Mr.  Binkley,  governor  of  Plimouth,! 686' 
fent,  to  the  corporation  in  England,  an  account  of  the 
praying  Indians  then  in  that  colony.  They  amounted 
to  1439,  befides  boys  and  girls  under  12  years  old,  which 
were  fuppofed  to  be  more  than  three  times  that  number  *. 

Nov  2 7  1676  “  A  fire  broke  out  in  Bofton  about  5  in  the  morn- 
in*,  at*  one  Wakefield’s  houfc,  by  the  Red  Lion  by  a  candle  care- 
leily  Cet  which  fo  prevailed,  that  it  burnt  down  about  4^  dwelling- 
houfes,  the  north  mcetipg-houfe,  and  feveral  warehoufes  ;  the  wind 
was  at  Couth -ealt  when  it  began,  and  blew  hard  ;  Coon  after  it  veered 
fouth  and  brought  Co  much  rain,  as  much  prevented  further  mil- 
chief,’  without  which,  all  that  end  of  the  town  had  probably  been 
laid  in  afhes,  and  Charleftown  alCo  endangered,  by  the  flakes  of  fire 

which  were  carried  over  the  river.”  Id. 

“  Augf  8,  1679,  about  midnight  a  terrible  fire  began  at  cno 
GroCs’s  houCe,  the  fign  of  the  three  mariners,  near  the  dock  m 
Boflon.  All  the  warehoufes,  and  a  great  number  of  dwelling  nouies, 
with  vefiels  then  in  the  dock,  were  confumed.  .  Jt  continued  till  near 
neon  the  next  day ;  the  mod  woeful  deflation  that  Bofton  ever 
faw  •  eishtv  odd  dwelling-houfes,  and  feventy  odd  warehouses,  with 
feveral  vefiels  and  their  lading  confumed  to  afhes.  The  whole  lots 
computed  to  be  two  hundred  thouiand  pounds.”  Id. 

*  The  particular  places  where  thefe  Indians  then  lived  were. 

At  Pawmet  Billingfgate  and  Eaftham  or  Naufet  264  * 

At  Manamoyet  -  ~  ■  '  1 1  > 

At  Sackatucket  and  NobfcufTet  -  -  121 

At  Matakeefee  -----  70 

At  Skarnton  or  Scanton  -  -  -  51 

At  Mafhpee 
At  Suckaneffet 
At  Monamet 
At  Saltwater  Pond 
At  Namafket  and  Titicut 
At  Namatakeefet 
At  Moxiflet 
At  Cooxit 
At  Seconet 
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CHAP.  in. 

From  the  diffolution  of  the  charter  in  1 686, 
untii  the  arrival  of  the  province  charter  in  1602.  * 


16S6 


C 

L 


R.  ^Dudley’s  fliort  adminiftration  was  not  verv 
.  ....  fr.ie™;  *•  The  houfe  of  deputies,  indeed,  was 
inure' y  laid  afide  ;  but  the  people,  the  time  being  (hort, 
felt  little  or  no  efiM  from  the  change. 

Mr* 

*  “  I  have  forbore  writing  to  your  grace,  until  I  have  been 
feme  tune  in  the  place,  to  fee  how  the  people  here  would  demean 
themielves  under  this  new  government.  At  my  firft  arrival,  I  met 
with  outward  expreffions  of  joy  and  fatisfaftion,  and  many  feemed 
well  pleafed  at  the  change,  having  been  ftruck  with  a  pamek  fear 
upon  the  apprehenfions  of  Col.  Kirk’s  coming  hither  to  be  iheir 
governor;  but  finding  a  commiffton  direfted  to  a  gentleman  amero.i 
themielves  the  then  governor  and  company,  growing  hardy,  bc- 
San-  'V  ^h«r  mmifters,  to  tempt  Mr.  Dudley  not  to  accept  o' 
his  Majefty  s  commiffion  to  be  prefident,  hoping  thereby  to  con. 
tinue  the  government  amongft  themfelves  ;  but  that  faiiinp-  them 
t  ey  adjourned  the  meeting  of  their  general  affembly  to  the  zd  of 
Oftober  next,  and  broke  up  with  hopes,  that,  either  by  fome  un- 
.’.appy  accidents  in  the  affairs  of  ft  ate  at  home,  or  fomediffention, 
ratted  by  their  artifices  among  the  members  in  this  new  o-overn' 
ment,  they  might  prevail  fo  far  as  to  diffolve  this  conftTtution 
and  reaffume  the  government,  which  to  accomplith,  they  are  very 
foliutous.--.-Or  a  prefident  and  18  members  of  the  council,  there 
is  only  myfelf,  fmce  Mr.  Mafon’s  departure  for  England,  that  is 
of  the  church  of  England.  It  was  never  intended,  that  the  charge 
mould  02  fup  ported  by  myfelf  and  fome  few  others  of  our  comml 
/non.  I  humbly  reprefent  to  your  grace,  that  the  three  meetinp-- 
houfes  in  Lofton  might  pay  twenty  fallings  a  week  each,  out  of 
their  contributions,  towards  defraying  of  our  church  charges,  that 
him  being  leis  per  annum  than  each  of  their  minifters  receive. 

I  hus  much  relating  to  the  affairs  of  our  church.  That  of  our 
ftate  little  differs.  Moft  part  of  our  chief  officers,  as  juftices  of 
peace,  & c.  are  congregational  men,  not  above  three  church  of 
England  men  are  officers  in  the  militia,  fo  that,  in  the  main,  I  can. 
only  allure  your  Grace,  that  the  perfons  only,  and  not  the  o-overn- 
is  changed.55  Rand,  letter  to  jity.  of  Gant. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Dudley,  having  made  Randolph  trumpeter  of  hisi686 
attachment  to  the  prerogative  and  anfwcrec.  his  ends,  loon 
after  grew  cool  towards  him.  Randolph,  in  return,  vilified 
Duel  ley,  in  a  great  number  of  letters  he  wrote  to  London 
about  a  month  after  his  arrival  •,  which  letters,  or  the  copies, 
are  preferved  "f".  Mx.  Stoughton  was  Nlr.  Dudley  s  chief 
confident.  He  was  not  fufpected,  by  the  body  of  the  people, 
of  being  unfriendly,  or  of  want  of  ftrong  attachment  to  the 
religious  principles  and  to  the  ecclefiaftical  confiitution  of 
the  country,  and  his  compliance,  in  taking  a  fhare  in  the  ad- 
miniftration,  was  charitably  fuppofed  to  be,  at  leaft  in  part, 
for  the  fake  of  keeping  out  opprefiors  and  tyrants.  Mr. 
Dudley  profefled  as  great  an  attachment  to  the  intereft  of 
the  colony  as  Mr.  Stoughton,  and  was  very  defirous  of 


Mr  Dudley’s  commlffion  made  him  prefident  of  the  council  for 
Mafiachufets  Bay,  New-Hamplhire  and  Main,  and  the  Naragan- 
fet  country,  or  King’s  province,  William  Stoughton  was  named 
deputy  prefident,  Simon  Bradftreet,  Robert  Mafon,  John  Fi  z-  m- 
throp,  John  Pynchon,  Peter  Bulkley  Edward  Randolph  Wait  ■ 
Winthrop,  Richard  Wharton,  John  Ulher,  IN athanael  Saltonftall, 
Bartholomew  Gidney,  Jonathan  Tyng,  Dudley  Bradftreet,  John 
Hinks,  and  Edward  Tyng  were  named  o*  the  council,  not  by  fepa- 
rate  warrants,  or  by  mandamus,  but  all  in  one  comnulhon. 

Befides  the  prefident,  Stoughton,  Bulkley,  Pynchon,  Gidney, 
and  Tyng  had  been  of  the  affiftants  before.  N.  Saltonftall,  who 
was  aifo  in  the  commifiion,  appeared  once  to  cxcufe  himfelf,  having 
a  few  days  before  taken  the  oath  of  affiftant.  The  governor,  Mr. 
Bradftreet,  was  alfo  named,  and  the  prefident,  with  the  council, 
waited  upon  him  at  his  houfe,  the  14th  of  May,  immediately  upon 
opening  the  commilTion  ;  but  he  made  feveral  excufes,  and  did  not 

accept  His  fon,  Dudley  Bradftreet,  alfo  refufed 

+ ‘Randolph  writes  to  one  of  the  nobility,  by  Mr.  Dudley  when  . 

he  went  to  England  agent  for  the  colony,  ‘‘  Major  Dudley  is  a  great 

“  oppofer  of  the  faftion,  againft  which  I  have  now  artic led  to  his 

“  Maiefty.”  Oftober  27,  1686,  he  writes  to  the  Archbilhop  ot 

Canterbury.  “  I  have  taken  care  to  inform  myfelf  how  the  money 

“  fent  over  here  for  evangelizing  the  Indians  is  difpofed  ol  Here 

“  are  feven  perfons,  called  commiflioners,  or  truftees,  wh  1 

“  the  foie  management  of  it,  the  chief  of  which  aic,  •  .  • ^ 

“  our  prefident, a  man  of  a  bafe,  fervile,  and  antimonarchica  p  - 

“  ciple,  Mr.  Stoughton  of  the  old  leaven,  Mr  R ■« cha ‘J’ 

“  not  to  be  trufted  in- public  bufinefs,  Mr.  Minkl-y>  *  £ 

(i  pendent,  and  others  like  to  theied*  Sec,  miner 

r  5  y  2  retaining 
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i68oretaining  their  favour.  A  letter,  the  day  he  demanded  the 
government,  to  Mr.  Mather,  then  the  minifter  of  the 
greatefl  influence  in  the  colony,  is  a  proof  of  it  *.  The 
people  were  not  fo  charitable  as  to  believe  him  fincere. 
However,  there  was  no  moleftation  to  the  churches  of 
the  colony,  but  they  continued  both  worlhip  and  difci- 
pline  as  before.  The  affairs  of  the  towns  were  likewife 
managed  in  the  fame  manner  as  formerly. 

The  ir.  courts  of  juft  ice  were  continued  upon  the  former 
plan,  Mr.  Stoughton  being  at  the  head  of  them.  Trials 
were  by  juries  as  ufual.  Even  in  the  court  of  admiralty, 
the  trials  were  by  juries  ;  but,  as  the  jurors  were  returned 
by  the  marfhal,  very  different  verdidts  were  given,  from 
what  would  have  been  given,  under  the  former  admi- 
niftration.  The  prefident,  as  ordinary,  took  all  matters 
of  wills  and  adminiftrations  into  his  own  hand.  In  general, 
the  former  laws  and  eftablifhed  cuftoms,  fo  far  as  related 
to  judicial  proceedings,  feem  to  have  been  their  rule, 
although  the  government  which  framed  them  was  dif- 
folved.  Mr.  Dudley  confidered  himfelf,  as  appointed  to 
•  preferve  the  affairs  of  the  colony  from  confufion  until  a 
governor  arrived,  and  a  rule  of  adminiftration  fhould  be 
more  fully  fettled.  The  neceffity  of  the  thing  juftified 
the  former  magiftrates  in  continuing,  fo  long  as  they  did, 
to  exercife  authority,  although  the  judgment  againft  the 
charter  had  been  declared  in  form  •,  otherwife,  under  the 

*  “  Reverend  and  dear  Sir, 

“  I  rofe  this  morning  with  full  intention  to  wait  on  you  by 
il  eight  of  the  clock,  before  I  had  your  letter  to  put  me  forward, 
44  and  am  forry  to  find  you  from  home.  I  am  very  folicitous,  what- 
“  foever  be  the  ilfue  of  the  prefent  hurry,  for  my  dear  mother  at 
f(  Cambridge  and  cannot  be  happy  if  it  do  not  flourilh.  I  never 
44  wanted  your  favour  and  advice  lo  much  as  now,  and  would  pray 
44  an  opportunity  with  you  this  evening  if  pofiible.  Sir,  for  the 
44  things  of  my  foul  I  have  thefe  many  years  hung  upon  your  lips, 
44  and  ever  lhall  ;  and  in  civil  things  am  defirous  you  may  know 
f(  with  all  plainnefs  my  reafons  of  procedure,  and  that  they  may 
4 4  be  fatisfadory  to  you.  I  am, 

44  From  your  own  houfe,  Sir,  your  Servant, 

44  May  17th,  26.  *  J.  Dudley.’' 

fame 
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fame  adminiftration  in  England,  which  had  caufed  their  1686 
charter  to  be  vacated,  they  would  undoubtedly  have  been 
called  to  anfwer.  But  their  authority  was  weak.  Mr. 
Dudley  writes  to  his  friend  Randolph,  Sept.  1685.  “  I 
“  fuppofe  it  cannot  be  thought  expedient  or  fafe  to  let  the 
“  crovemment  here  be  at  fuch  ftrange  uncertainties,  as  it 
“  mult  needs  be,  until  his  Majelty’s  pleafure  be  known.” 

Connecticut,  Plimouth,  and  Rhode  Ifland  continued 
their  former  adminiftration.  Mr.  Dudley  had  fome  dil- 
pute  with  Plimouth  governor  concerning  the  admiralty 
jurifdiction,  which  he  claimed  as  vice-admiral  of  New- 
England  ;  but  it  remained  undetermined.  ( 

December  19,  1686,  Sir  Edmund  Andros  arrived 
at  Nantalket,  in  the  Kingfifher,  a  50  gun  fhip,  with  com¬ 
miftion  from  king  James  for  the  government  of  New- 
England.  He  was  lefs  dreaded  than  Kirk,  but  he  was 
known  to  be  of  an  arbitrary  difpofition.  He  kept  a 
correipondence  with  the  colony,  whilft  he  was  governor  of 
New-York.  His  letters,  then,  difcovered  much  of  the 
diftator.  The  depreffed  ftate  of  the  colony  prevented  a 
proper  return.  He  landed  at  Bofton  the  20th,  and  his 
commiftion  was  publifhed  the  fame  day. 

The  beginning  of  his  adminiftration  gave  great  en¬ 
couragement.  He  made  high  profeflions  of  regard  to 
the  public  good  and  the  welfare  of  the  people,  both  of 
merchants  and  planters,  directed  the  judges  to  adminifter 
juftice  according  to  the  cuftom  of  the  place,  ordered  the 
former  eftabhlhed  rules  to  be  obferved,  as  to  rates  and 
taxes,  and  that  all  the  colony  laws  not  inconfiftent  with 
his  commiftion  Ihould  be  in  force. 

The  major  part  of  his  council  were  men,  who  although 
they  had  been  of  the  moderate  party,  yet  they  wilhed  the 
public  intereft,  and  would  have  been  glad  to  have  con¬ 
tinued  under  the  old  form  of  government.  With  a  good 
fhare  of  firmnefs  of  mind  they  might  have  been  ferviceable 
fo  long  as  they  were  permitted  to  hold  their  places  in 
council.  But  their  behavior  under  the  old  charter  dis¬ 
covered  they  had  more  of  the  willow  than  of  the  oak  in 

7  o  tbett 
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1 68 7their  conftitutions.  Perhaps,  if  they  had  been  left  pliable, 
t  iey  woidd  have  foon  been  difplaced,  and  others  more  in¬ 
clined  to  oppreffion  appointed  in  their  ftead*.  Sir  Edmund 
had  no  aftedlion  for  them.  Palmer,  Brockholt,  Mafon, 
Uiher,  and  Randolph  of  the  council,  together  with  Weft, 
Bullivant,  Graham  f,  and  others,  who  were  not  of  the 
council,  were  his  confidents  and  advifers.  Soon  after  his 
arrival  there  appears,  by  fome  loofe  minutes,  to  have  been 
a  pretty  full  meeting  of  the  council.  Many  of  them  re¬ 
turned  home,  and  a  lew  only  who  lived  at  or  near  Bofton 
attended  conftantly,  and  fome  ol  thofe  complained,  that  the 
governor  had  always  three  or  four  of  his  creatures  to  fay 
yes  to  every  thing  he  propofed,  after  which  no  oppofition 
was  abowed  Nero  concealed  his  tyrannical  difpofition 

There  are  no  public  records  from  the  diftolutlon  of  the  old  char¬ 
ter  government  in  i686?  until  the  reftoration  of  it  in  1680  If 
there  was  any  book  of  records,  it  was  fecreted  or  deftroyed.  I  can¬ 
not. find,  upon  any  of  the  files,  a  lift  of  Sir  Edmund’s  council.  By 
accident,  I  met  with  a  lift  or  their  names  upon  a  defensive  leaf  of- 
an  old  colony  law  book,  which  lift  I  fuppofe  to  be  genuine,  viz. 

Maf.  Jofcph  Dudley  M.  Richard  Wharton  P.  Nath.  Clark 

M.  Wm.  Stoughton  N.  Y.  Henry  Courtland  John  Cothill 

N.  Ham.  Robert  Mafon  M.  John  U/her 

N.  Y.  Anth.  Brockholt  M.  Barth.  Gidney 
Plim.  Tho.  Hinkley  M.  Iona.  Tyng 
R.  1(1.  Walter  Clark  N.  H.  John  Hinks 
Con.  Robert  Treat  M.  Edward  Tyng 
C.  John  Fitz  Winthrop  P.  Barnabas  Lothrop 
N.  Y.  Francis  Nicholfon  P.  Wm.  Bradford 
N.  Y.  Frederick  Philipfe  P.  Daniel  Smith 
N.  Y.  Anthony  Baxter  Edw.  Randolph 
M.  John  Pinchon  P.  John  Sprague 

C*  JVait  Winthrop  P.  John  Walfey 

t  Jacob  Leifler  writes  to  Mr.  Sradftreet,  after  the  revolution, 
that  “  Col.  Dongan,  in  his  time,  had  crofted  a  Jefuit’s  college  at 
New-York,  under  colour  of  a  grammar  fchool,  and  that  Palmer  and 
Graham  fent  their  fons  thither  for  education.”  Douglafs  fays,  that 
“  Sir  Edmund.  Andros  was  a  bigotted  papift.”  I  have  met’ with 
no  evidence  of  it. 

X  Randolph  to  Blaithwait,  May  zi,  1687,  “  His  Excellency 
“  has  to  do  with  a  perverfe  people.  Here  is  none  of  the  council 
“  at:  hand,  except  Mr..  Mafon  and  myfelf,  Mr.  Brockholt  and  Mr. 

4t  U liter,  who  appear  lively  for  his  Majefty’s  intereft.” 


R.  Walter  Newberry 
R.  John  Greene 
R.  Richard  Arnold 
R.  John  Alborow 

M.  Samuel  Shrimpton, 

N.  Y.  John  Young 
N.  Y.  Nich.  Bayard 
N.  Y.  John  Palmer 
M.  Win.  Brown 
R.  Richard  Smith 
C.  John  Allin. 


more 
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more  years  than  Sir  Edmund  and  his  creatures  did  months.1687 
It  was  not  long  before  the  cafe  of  fome  who  apprehended 
themfelves  oppreffed  came  under  confideration  :  one  of  the 
council  told  them,  that  they  muft  not  think  the  privileges 
of  Englishmen  would  follow  them  to  the  end  of  the  world. 

This  gave  an  alarm  through  the  government,  and  it  was 
never  forgotten. 

One  of  the  firft  afts  of  power,  after  the  change  of  go- . 
vcfnroent,  was  the  reftraint  oi  the  prefs.  Randolph  was 
the  licenfer.  There  was  not  fo  much  room  to  complain 
of  this  proceeding  as  if  the  prefs  had  been  at  liberty  before. 

It  only  changed  its  keeper,  having  been  long  under  re- 
ffraint  during  the  former  adminiftration.  A  reftraint  upon 
marriages  was  more  grievous.  None  were  allowed  to 
marry  "except  they  entered  into  bonds  with  fureties  to  the 
governor,  to  be  forfeited  in  case  there  fhould  afterwards 
appear  to  have  been  any  lawful  impediment.  Magiftrates 
ftill  continued  to  join  people  in  matrimony.  Other 
provifion  could  not  immediately  be  made.  There  was 
but  one  epifcopal  minifter  in  the  country.  His  name 
was  Ratcliffe.  Sir  Edmund  confidered  the  congregational 
minifters  as  mere  laymen.  Randolph  wrote  to  the  bifhop 
of  London,  “  I  prefs  for  able  and  fober  minifters,  and 
“  we  will  contribute  largely  to  their  maintenance;  but 
“  one  thing  will  mainly  help,  when  no  marriages  mail 
“  hereafter  be  allowed  lawful  but  luch  as  are  made  by  the 
“  minifters  of  the  church  of  England.” 

There  had  been  very  few  inftances  of  even  occafional 
afiemblies  for  religious  worfhip  according  to  the  rites  and 
ceremonies  of  the  church  of  England  for  more  than  fifty 
years.  When  the  commiftioners  for  King  Charles  were 
at  Bofton  in  1665,  they  had  a  chaplain  with  them  ;  but 
there  was  no  houfe  for  public  worship.  Moft  of  the  in¬ 
habitants  who  were  upon  the  ftage  in  1686  had  never 
feen  a  church  of  England  affembly.  About  that  time,  a 
fmall  number  of  perfons  formed  themfelves  into  a  lociety 

which  had  increafed,  if  we  may  give  credit  to  Randolph, 
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1 6S7an  1  rh,6’  1°  "7  4°°  Perfoils  *  The  agents  in  England, 

acr  •  n.  ,8"ne!a  c°urC  in  tf,elr  anfwers  to  the  complaints 

hi  ■/' hC?In  l6?7,  had  declared  that  no  perfons  (hould 
undered  from  performing  divine  fervice  according  to 

Me  church  of  England  f.  This  was  enough  to  prevent 
«ny  open  difcouragement  even  whilft  the  charter  govern¬ 
ment  continued.  When  the  governor  and  many  of  the 
couna,  were  members  of  the  church  of  England,  it  might 
'  dl  be  expe&f,  that  they  would  countenance  and  En¬ 
courage  the  elfabhfliment  and  growth  of  that  church. 

cey  did  not  flop  there.  The  people  were  menaced, 
hat  their  meeemg-houfes  fhould  be  taken  from  them,  and 
nat  public  worfhip  in  the  congregational  way  fhould  not 
be  tolerated  J.  Randolph  had  the  infolence  to  reprove  and 
threaten  the  governor  of  Plimouth  for  exacting  taxes  from 
the  quakers  for  the  fupport  of  the  miniftry  in  that  colony 


“  a  rJpflT6  f°^e  -time  f‘"Ce  1,1U,mbIy  reprefented  unto  your  Grace 

«  fh!  7u°f  far'lg,  3  c,nur“  b.uilt  in  Bofton-  to  receive  thole  of 

“  who  r,  a  °  E/‘gIand’  Webave  2t  P^nt  near  400  perfons 
„  "  a,3  daily  frequenters  of  our  church,  and  as  many  more 

«  of  mPrK  l°Ver  r°TS  5  butfome  being  tradefmen,  and 'others 
“  rohhnlqk  Pn0ff^°nS’  Tc  threatened  by  the  congregational 
“  7  hearrefted  by  them  creditors,  or  to  be  turned  out  of 
netr  work  ,  they  Oder  to  come  to  our  church.”  Rand.  Utter  to 
b®/.  OSiy  27,  1 686. 

eiXrin „Ar  haPPe,»ed.  at  the  of  one  Lilly.  He  left  the 

funeral  to  hts  e-  tutors.  They  forbad  Mr.  Rat- 

Nevertfelef?£T  mW1^r’  r'e-.-rming  the  fervice  for  burial. 

.  .cvc.meleis  he  began.  Deacon  Frairey  interrupted  him  -nd  a 

hZ7aiJUt  ,t0  hj?  Pr°CCediRg-  Frairey  was  complained ’of,  and 
01  "  1  ;  '['■<' -id  to  lus  good  behaviour  for  twelve  months  it 

coll  him  100  marks.”  J.Moohfs 

„  ^“Plaints  againft  Sir  Edmund,  this  was  one, 

that  the  fervice  o  the  cnurch  of  England  had  been  forced  into 
;:.lK,r™  |lng-koules.”  This  was  a, f  equivocal  expreffion  Sir 
^jpund.hftd  made  vfe  of  a  mecting-houfe  for  the  church  fervice, 

'!g'Jlnd  *ilc  wllls.,0i,  tlle  Proprietors,  but  after  their  fervice  was 
a,.d  compel  ei  no  congregationaliil  to  join  with  him.  In- 
deed„he  threatened  to  Ibut  up  the  doors  if  he  was  refufed,  and  to 

V  n:an  -wh°  S?r«  two  Pence  towards  the  fupport  of  a  non- 

-cn.mrr.i...  rrynuler.  a- a  fra  five,  &c. 


before 
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before  the  authority  was  fuperfeded*.  But  it  was  noti687 
]on^  before  the  people  were  freed  from  their  fears  of  per¬ 
fection,  by  King  James’s  proclamation  for  a  general  tole¬ 
ration.  The  defign  was  feen  by  fonfie,  but  the  greater 
part  f wallowed  the  bait.  Several  churches  had  agreed  to 
fet  apart  days  of  thankfgiving  for  his  Majefty’s  gracious 
declaration  ior  liberty  ot  conlcience.  I  he  governor  for¬ 
bad  them.  The  realon  is  not  mentioned.  It  mutt  be 
fuppofed  to  have  been  this,  that  he  looked  upon  it  to  be 
the  royal  prerogative  to  appoint  fuch  days.  He  told  them 
they  fhould  meet  at  their  peril,  and  that  he  would  fend 
folbiers  to  guard  their  meeting-houfes.  Many  congre¬ 
gations  agreed  to  addrefs  the  King.  Some  peifons,  who 
fuppofed  popery  to  be  at  the  bottom,  ftrongly  oppofed 
the  addreffes.  The  late  deputy  governor  was  at  the  head 

of  them  f . 

Swearing 


*'  <<  Perhaps  it  will  be  as  reafonable  to  move  that  your  colony 
“  -fhould  be  rated  to  pay  our  miniller  of  the  church  of  England, 
who  now  preaches  in  ttodon,  and  you  hear  him  not,  as  to  nsaicc 
<<  the  quakers  pay  in  your  colony.”  Rand,  letter  to  Hinkley ,  ‘June 
22,  1686.  The  late  governor  of  Plimouth,  Mr.  Hinkley,  com¬ 
plained  of  this,  as  one  great  grievance,  that  not  being  allowed  to 
make  rates  for  the  fupport  of  the  miniilry,  the  people  would  fink 
into  barbarifm.  Sir  Edmund  writes  to  him,  March  5,  160/ ,  I 
“  am  very  much  furprized  you  fhould  iffue  forth  fo  extraordinary 
a  a  warrant  as  is  now  brought  to  me,  under  your  hand  and  feal, 
“  dated  the  12th  of  December  pad,  fo  much  midaken  and  attaining 
“  (for  payment  of  your  minider)  extrajudicially  to  command  dif* 
t c  trefs  to  be  mane  on  the  goods  of  his  Majeity  s  iubjeTs.  Out  of 
<<  req-ard  to  you,  I  have  put  a  dop  to  the  execution  thereof,  that 
“  neither  the  condable  nor  you  may  be  expofed.  Hoping  you  will 
“  be  mindful  of  the  dation  you  are  in,  for  his  Majefty’s  fervice, 
<<  and  the  quiet  of  his  (ubjefts,  that  they  be  not  am u fed  or  trou- 
<<  bled  by  midaken  notions,  or  clandeitine  illegal  pra&ices.”  &c. 
Mr.  Willard  writes  to  Mr.  Mather,  July  10,  1688,  “  Difcourage. 
“  ments  hpon  the  hearts  of  the  miniders  increafe,  by  reafon  that 
<<  a  licentious  people  take  the  advantage  of  a  liberty  to  with-hold 
ie  maintenance  from  them.” 

4.  <<  Referring  to  an  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  I  do  humbly  pro¬ 
pound  and  defire,  that  no  mention  be  made  of  the  proclamation  for 
a  general  toleration.  There  will  be  no  need  of  touching  upon  it  in 
tfye  lead,  and  I  am  allured  many  dangerous  rocks  will  be  dmumed 
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Swearing  by  the  book,  which  had  never  been  prac- 

bni  'T  now  introduced,  and  fuch  as  fcrupled  it  were 
nned  and  imprifoned. 

vewkw^T!  ail  °!HcerS’  U,?der  the  charter>  had  been 
Jva  ,They  are  §enerdl,y  fo  where  they  are  efta- 
bulbed  by  the  people.  Under  the  new  adminiftration,  they 
were  exorbitant.  Fifty  (hillings  was  the  common  fee  for 
piobate  of  a  will.  The  governor  was  the  fupreme  ordinary 
and  afted  by  himfelf  *,  except  a  few  months  whilft  he  was 
at  New- York  and  in  the  eaftern  country,  when  Mr.  Dud¬ 
ley  was  his  deputy  +.  It  was  a  great  burden  upon  widows 
and  children  who  lived  remote,  to  be  obliged  to  come  to 
Bobon  for  e^ry  part  of  bufinefs  relative  to  the  fettlements 
p  euaces.  The  fees  of  all  other  officers  were  complained 
of  as  oppreffive.  1  he  harpies  themfelves  quarrelled  about 
taeir  (hare  of  the  prey.  Randolph,  who  from  his  com- 
mffiion  of  fecretary,  expefted  all  the  clerkffiips  in  the 
country  complains  chat  Weft,  who  feems  at  hrft  to  have 
been  a  deputy  only,  ran  avyay  with  a  thoufand  a  year  of 

But 

thereby  For  my  qwn  part,  I  do  more  dread  the  confluences 

t  fierce,  than  the  execution  of  thofe  penal  laws,  the  only  wall  Wain  ft 

popery  We  may,  without  breach  of  charity,  conclude  the  popifh 

counfels  are  laid  deep.  Time  will  fhew  more.  God  Almighty 

bring  them  to  nought.”  Danforth  to  Mather,  8  Nov  8-  &  Y 

Douglafs/ays  “  they  were  not  politicians  fufricienhto  penetrate 

-  th„  wicked  and  pernicious  contrivance  of  that  toleration.” 
y  •  -L • 

.*  He  introduced  the  forms  ufed  in  the  fpiritual  courts,  in  proving 
wills,  granting  adminiftrations,  Ac.  which  forms  have  been  retained 
in  ,ie  feveral  counties  ever  fince.  Before  his  time,  hoth  probates 
Oi  wills  and  granting  adminiftrations,  in  point  of  form,  were  very 

f  -There  was  a  commiffion  or  deputation  to  Mr.  Hinkley  to  be 
ane  of  the  Dreroo-afivp  mnrf  *i  l 


”  .  v  .  —  : —  piuuaie,  ana  in  like  manner 

ltrations,  if  the  eftate  exceeded  50  /.  Hinkley  to  Blaitkwait 

.  1  Randolph  farmed  hls  office  to  Weft,  which  caufed  tlie  laft  men- 
tioned  to  exaft  much  greater  fees  than  the  former  had  done. 
Htnkly  s  letter  to  Blaith'w ait>  June  28,  1687. 

Randolphs 
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But  the  greateft  profit  arofe  from  patents  for  lands.  1687 
The  charter  being  vacated,  the  people  were  told  that  their 
titles  to  their  eftates  were  of  no  value.  The  expreffion  in 
vo<me  was  that  “  the  calf  died  in  the  cow’s  belly.”  Be- 
fides,  the  general  court  had  not  made  their  grants  under 
the  feal  of  ^the  colony.  This  reprefented  as  a  notable 
defeft,  which  poffeffion  and  improvement  could  not  heal. 
However,  it  was  made  public  that  all  who  would  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  inefficiency  of  their  title  derived  from  the  for- 
mer  crovernment,  by  petitioning  for  new  patents,  mould  oe 
quieted  upon  reafonable  terms.  The  fees  for  the  patents 
varied  according  to  circumftances  both  of  perfons  and 
eftates.  In  the  complaint  to  King  James  it  is  alledged,  that 
the  fees  of  fome  amounted  to  fifty  pounds.  Prudence 
was  ufed.  Mens  titles  were  not  queftioned  all  at  once. 

Had  this  been  the  cafe,  according  to  the  computation  then 
made,  all  the  perfonal  eftate  in  the  colony  would  not  have 
paid  the  charge  of  the  new  patents.  Some  that  had  been 
mod  attached  to  the  old  adminiftration  were  among  the 
firft  who  were  threatened.  I  find  a  petition  of  Samuel 
Sewall,  who  had  been  a  magistrate  (afterwards  chief  juftice) 
for  confirmation  of  his  title  to  a  valuable  ifland  in  Bouon 
harbour  (Hog  ifiand.)  In  alerter  to  a  friend,  a  ffiorttime 
after,  he  laments  his  compliance.  There  are  many  hun- 


Randolph’s  own  letters  (hew  this  to  have  been  the  cafe.  Weft 
extorts  what  fees  he  pleafes,  to  the  great  oppreffion  of  the  people, 
and  renders  the  prefent  government  grievous.  1  have  wrote  you 
the  want  we  have  of  two  or  three  honeftattormcs,  if  any  uc  t 
thing  in  nature.  We  have  but  two,  one  is  Mr.  Weft  s  creature, 
came  with  him  from  New-York,  and  drives  all  before  him  ;  he  alio 
takes  extravagant  fees,  and  for  want  of  more  the  country  cannot 
avoid  coining°to  him.  1  have  wrote  Mr.  Blaithwait  the  great  ne- 
ceffity  of  judges  from  England.  I  know  there  are  fame  loyal  gen¬ 
tlemen  and  able  lawyers  who  have  not  praftice.  I  he  judges  with 
us  bein<r  now  three,  have  three  hundred  and  ninety  pounds  a  year, 
between  them  all,  befides  their  fees,  which  they  -ake^  very  con 
fiderable  to  them.  Now  two  will  ferve  our  occahons.  1  ney  ou  , 
to  be  of  the  council,  and  their  falaries  made  up  four  hundred  poun  s 
a  year  apiece,  they  well  deferve  it.”  Randolph  to  Po-vey,  Jan.  24, 

l637-  ■  A  A 


s6°  the  history  of 

i  68  yd  red  petitions  of  the  fame  kind  upon  the  files.  Some 
favorites  looked  with  an  envious  eye  upon  fome  of  the 
el  eltates,  efpecially  where  the  property  was  in  a  town 
or  company.  A  petition  of  Capt.  Hutehinfon  and  others 
labored,  although  their  title  was  originally  derived  from 
the  Indian  fachems  and  proprietors,  and  the  lands  had  been 
long  poffeffcd  and  improved.  One  of  the  baft  iflands  in 
New-England,  in  Plimouth  harbour,  called  Clark’s  ifiand, 
irom  the  name  of  the  perfon  who  firft  landed  there,  had 
E  en  appropriated  lor  the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  the  town. 
This  was  granted  to  Nathaniel  Clark,  who  had  been  fecre- 
tary  of  that  colony,  and  was  afterwards  of  Sir  Edmund’s 
council, ana  oneot  his  greateft  tools*.  Randolph  petitioned 
for  half  an  acre  of  land,  to  be  taken  ouc  of  the  common  in 
Bodon,  for  a  houfe  lot.  The  anfwer  given  to  it  does  not 
appear.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  adminiftration,  petitions 
multiplied  greatly,  and  property  became  every  day  more 
and  more  precarious  f.  This  was  not  the  only  invafion  of 
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Awful  and  confiderablc  changes  have  attended  poor  Pli¬ 
mouth  fmce  your  departure  from  the  Gurnet,  by  reafon  of  the 
motions  about  Clark's  ifiand.  The  committee  chofen  about  that 
affair  were  at  fo  much  charge  as  neceffitated  our  people  to  engage, 
oy  tr  e  and  voluntary  fublcriptions,  to  reimburfe  them,  and  to 
vote  the  fecuring  fome  lands  till  the  money  was  paid  to  them. 
For  this,  Lor  kin  tetches  the  committee  with  a  writ,  charging 
that  they  had  refolved  and  railed  money  upon  his  Mai  city's  Tiib- 
‘‘  ccjntrary  to  law,  and  the  town-clerk,  godly  deacon  Fance, 
for  calling  for  the  vote,  and  Mr.  Wifwall,  for  writing  the  pa- 
\\  Per>  garee  pounds  lev en  fhillings  each,  befides  expences, 
and  all  nine  are  bound  over  to  the  fuperior  court  at  Boflon, 
wner^  tJiey  are  l:ke  to  be  conflderably  fined,  befides  all  colls 
of  ^0Ux  l,  &c.  j .  Cotton9 s  letter  to  Mather ,  Plimouth,  ‘ July  o, 

f  I  find  the  following  letter  on  this  lubjeft,  from  the  late  governor 
to  a  perfon  of  note.  ° 

“  Honoured  Sir, 

“  I  bave  been  fo  interrupted  iince  you  was  here,  that  I  have 
n°t  begun  any  mactei  or  argument  to  prove  our  right  and  title  to 
our  lands,  nor  can  it  wed  be  done,  until  all  their  objections  be 
known,  noi  do  I  thin ic  I  can  add  any  thing  which  is  not  m  your 
own  thoughts.  I  he  brief  neads  that  age  in  my  prefeat  thoughts 

me 
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their  property.  The  governor,  with  four  or  five  of  his  168 7 
council,  laid  what  taxes  they  thought  proper.  This  the 
people  complained  of  as  their  greateft  grievance.  They 
thought  thernfelves  intitled  to  the  liberties  and  immunities 
of  free  and  natural  bom  Engliih  fubjects,  and  that  con  e- 
quently  no  monies  ought  to  be  railed  from  them  duc  y 


are  as  followeth.  ift.  The  grant  of  the  council  of  Phmouth  to  the 
fix  oentlemen  and  their  affociates.  adly.  The  King  s  confirmation 
to  them  and  twenty  more,  and  their  afiigns,  impowenng  them, 
in  «n«al  court,  to'  difpofe  of  the  lands  to  the  belt  advantage  of 
the°people  and  plantation,  which  we  have  done,  and  know  not 
how  to  do  it  better,  if  it  was  to  be  done  again.  _  A  fecond  right  and 
title  is  our  purchafe  from  the  Indians  of  their  right,  which  certain  > 
was  fomethmg.  jdly.  Our  pofTeffion  and  improvement  for  almoft 
fixty  years.  If  this  will  not  give  right  to  land  in  a  wildei  nefs,  where 
neither  the  King  nor  any  Christian  had  ever  any  property,  1  k"°i 
not  what  will.  The  only  objeftion  infilled  upon,  ^tlhearofis 
nnr  lands  were  not  granted  under  the  feal  or  the  company. 
Anf  Nor  was  it  neceffary  that  fo  it  ihould  be.  lit.  Our  patent  aotr 
not  require  it,  but  leaves  the  manner  of  difpofing  to  our  bbcny  ; 
nor  is  there  any  law  of  England  that  requires  us  here,  in  this  earn 
to  grant  lands  under  the  feal  of  the  company,  nor  is  it  necdlary  for 
Droorietors  of  lands  in  England  fo  to  do.  It  is  true,  where  land  is 
conveyed  by  deed,  a  feal  is  effential ;  but  it  may  be  done  as  well  by 
livery  and  feifin,  without  deed  or  other  writing,  as  the  law 'J500  '* 
ell  ns :  and  copyholders  in  England  have  no  other  evidence  for 
their  lands  but  the  courtroll,  or  a  copy  of  it.  When  William  the 
conqueror  made  himfelf  mailer  of  the  land,  be  gave  a  .great P*r 
it  to  his  nobles  and  followers,  but  without  any  feal,  for  the.e vva» 

none  ufed  in  England  many  fcores  if  not  hundreds  of  years  a  , 

which  Ihews  it  is  no  ftrange  thing  to  convey  land  without  feal. _  A 
if  there  (hould  have  been  an  error  or  omtffion,  ye,  feeing  the  gran  - 
..KK.  jadged  «  good,  a.d  rafted  faiisfied  .her™,  who  toll 

queftion  it,  or  hath  any  thing  to  do  with  it  ?  1  am, 

Sir,  your  willing  fervant  in  what  may,  , 

J  S.  D. 

In  point  of  equity.  Our  great  fufferings,  firft  and  laft,  and  loft 
of  fo  many  lives  to  maintain  our  own  right  and  the  ivmg  »  » 

and  the  vaft  charge  we  have  been  at  in  P  Wouldlt 

and  ■  improvements,  ought  to  have  a  juft  confideration. 

...  f«4  >  drange  tong.  *»•  • 

not  worth  five  lhillings,  but  by  buildings,  &c word  ^  ^ 

pounds,  (hould  become  the  King  s,  I  know  net  h  • 
fure  fo  juft  a  prince  will  never  allow  it.” 


their 


2 


the  history  of 

7their  reprefentatives.  They  had  no  hopes  of  a  reftitutiori 
of  their  charter  privileges  in  general ;  but  they  hoped  that, 
even  under  fo  arbitrary  a  prince,  they  fhould  be  allowed  a 
houle  of  reprefentatives  *.  This  was  among  the  firft  things 
t  ey  applied  for.  King  James  affured  their  agent,  he 
would  take  as  much  care  of  New  as  of  Old  England,  and 
no  doubt  he  intended  to  bring  his  fubjefts,  in  both,  under 
tie  fame  regulation.  1  he  charges  ol  government,  over 
and  above  the  fees  of  the  feveral  officers,  were  not  ex- 
ceffive.  Under  the  charter,  the  falaries  were  below  the 
dignity  of  the  offices,  the  higheft  allowance  to  the  gover¬ 
nor  not  exceeding  one  hundred  pounds  per  annum.  *Whac 
falary  Sir  Edmund  received  does  not  appear.  The  fecond 
year  hls  adminiftration,  the  public  charge  was  greatly  in- 
creafed  by  a  war  with  the  Indians.  There  was  a  general  fub* 

,  million  to  the  taxes,  and  the  afTeffiments  were  proportioned 
upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  towns  by  officers  chofen  by 
themfelves.  It  is  probable,  this  was  the  reafon  of  conti¬ 
nuing  to  the  towns  fome  of  their  privileges.  Every  town 
was  fuffered  to  meet  once  a  year  to  choofe  their  officers ; 
but  all  meetings  at  other  times,  or  for  other  purpofes,  were 
ftridtly  forbidden.  An  intire  new  model  of  government  was 
intended,  but  there  was  not  time  to  perfect  it.  There  are 
minutes  of  a  great  number  of  bills,  paffed  the  council  and 
approved  by  the  governor,  but  the  bills  themfelves  are  loft. 
The  old  laws  of.  the  colony  feem  to  have  continued  the 
rule  for  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  except  where  they 
were  fuperfeded  by  any  new  edifts.  Mr.  Dudley  and 
Mr.  Stoughton  were  two  of  the  judges  of  the  fuperior 
court,  and  neitncr  of  them  difpofed  to  go  to  the  extremes 

Let  me  advife  not  to  reprefent  any  thing  by  wav  of  complaint 
to  his  Majefty  ;  for  that,  I  fear,  will  do  us  more  hurt  than  good. 
My  letter  by  Belcher  may  be  of  ufe,  to  fh'ew  our  friends  why  we 
1  applicate  his  Majefty  to  confirm  us  in  our  pofleffions,  and  to 
grant  us  the  fame  privileges  which  other  of  his  plantations  are 
not  denied,  viz.  a  general  aiTembly,  without  which  our  condition 
is  little  inferior  to  abfolate  flavery  ”  Danfortb  to  Nowell,  22 d 


which 


t 
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which  Tome  others  of  the  council  wifhed  for*.  The  law  1687 
proceedings  were  more  formal  than  they  had  been. 

The  monies,  applied  for  the  propagation  of  the  gofpel 
among  the  Indians,  amounted  to  fix  or  feven  hundred 
pounds  fterling  per  annum,  which  continued  to  be  intrufted 
with  fome  of  the  old  magiftrates  and  minifters.  Mr.Boyle-f, 
who  had  been  long  governor  of  the  corporation  in  Eng¬ 
land,  was  a  very  moderate  churchman,  and  mofc  of  the 
members  were  diflfenters,  or  favourers  of  the  caufe.  The 
archbilhop  of  Canterbury  promifed  Randolph  J  that  a  com- 
mifiion  fhould  be  directed  to  fome  perfons  to  audit  and 
report  the  accounts  of  that  money.  The  legality  of  i'uch 
a  commilfion,  it  being  contrary  to  the  charter  of  the  cor¬ 
poration,  might  have  been  queftioned,  perhaps,  withais  good 
reafon  as  the  legality  of  the  royal  order,  which  his  grace 
and  the  fix  bifhops  foon  after  very  juftly  refufed  to  obey. 

One  would  think,  that  merely  a  difference  of  place  fhould 
not  make  the  fame  meafure,  towards  Englifh  fubjects,  ap¬ 
pear  realonable  in  the  one  cafe,  and  abitrary  and  oppreffive 


ft 


6i 


*  “  His  excellency  tries  all  ways  to  bring  the  people  to  quit  rents. 
- A  little  time  will  try  what  our  new  judges,  Dudley  and  Stough¬ 
ton,  will  fay,  when  either  Indian  purchases,  or  grants  from  the 
general  court  are  queftioned  before  them.”  Randolph' let  ter  t9 
Pjvty,  May  21,  1 68 7. 

t  Mr.  Boyle  died  in  1692,  and  was  fucceeded  by  Mr.  Tkompfon. 
j  “  The  poor  Indians  (thofe  who  are  called  minifters)  come  and 
“  complain  to  Mr.  Radcliffe,  our  minifter,  that  they  have  nothing 
“  allowed  them.  We  have  fpoken  to  the  commifuoners  to  have 
fome  allowance  for  them.  All  we  can  get  is  the  promife  of  a 
coarfe  coat  againfl  winter ;  and  they  would  not  fufFer  Aaron,  an 
Indian  preacher,  who  can  read  Englifh  very  well,  to  have  a 
bible  with  the  common  prayer  in  it,  but  took  it  away  from  him. 

I  humbly  prefume  to  remind  your  grace  of  your  promife  to  me 
when  in  England,  that  a  commiftion  fhould  be  directed  to  fome 
perfons  here,  unconcerned,  to  audit  and  report  their  accounts  of 
that  money.  We  want  good  fchoolmafl^rs,  none  here  being 
allowed  of  but  of  ill  principles.  The  money  now  converted  unto 
private  or  worfe  ufes,  will  be  fufficient  to  fet  np  good  and  public 
fchools,  and  provide  a  maintenance  for  our  minifter,  who  now 
lives  upon  a  fmall  contribution.  We  are  yet  forced  to  meet 
in  his  own  houled1  Rand,  Oclob .  28,  1686.  to  Archhijhvp  of 
Canterbury . 
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1 687m  the  other.  The  archbifhop  either  altered  his  fentiments, 
>  or  was  diverted  by  greater  affairs  from  purfuing  his  defign. 

1688  The  Indians  upon  the  frontiers,  in  the  dimmer  of  1688, 
renewed  their  hoftilities.  A  garrifon  had  been  kept  at 
Pcmaquid,  but  it  was  no  fecurity  to  the  fcatcered  fettle- 
ments  upon  the  frontiers.  The  governor,  from  a  preju¬ 
dice  againft  the  late  adminiftration,  by  whom,  without 
fufficient  grounds  for  it,  he  fuppofed  the  Indians  had 
been  treated  with  too  great  feverity,  if  not  injuftice, 
refolved  to  try  mild  meafures,  and  endeavour  to  win 
them  by  good  words  and  fmall  courtefies.  Randolph, 
writes  to  William  Penn,  Now  9,  1688,  “  This  barba- 
<c  rous  people,  the  Indians,  were  never  civilly  treated 
by  the  late  government,  who  made  it  their  bufinefs  to 
ec  encroach  upon  their  lands,  and  by  degrees  to  drive 
“  them  out  of  all.  That  was  the  grounds  and  the  be- 
<c  ginning  of  the  laft  war.  Plis  excellency  has  all  along 
taken  other  meafures  with  them.  I  hope  the  proclama- 
cc  tion  and  the  Indians  confidence  in  the  governor’s  favor 
cc  to  Inch  as  fhall  fubmit,  may  put  a  ftop  to  their  prefent 
cc  rage.”  C'aftine,  a  Frenchman,  who  lived  among  the 
Indians  at  Penobfcot,  made  profefiion  of  friendfhip  to  the 
Englifh  *,  but  was  iufpeded  to  be  a  falfe  friend,  and  to 
ftir  up  the  Indians  againft  them.  His  trading-houfe  was 
plundered  this  year,  whilft  he  was  abfent  from  it,  which 
he  rightly  charged  upon  the  Englifh.  The  Indians  in¬ 
formed  fome  of  their  captives  that  Caftine  furnifhed  every 
Indian  who  engaged  againft  the  Englifh  with  a  pound  of 
powder,  two  pounds  of  lead,  and  a  quantity  of  tobacco. 
Some  cattle,  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  North  Yar¬ 
mouth,  having  been  killed  by  the  Indians,  a  juftice  of 

peace,  - Blackman,  feized  a  party  of  18  or  20  Indians 

at  or  near  Saco.  Reprifals  were  made  the  5th  Sept,  and 
one  Henry  Smith  and  his  family  taken  at  New  Dartmouth  ; 
and  the  next  day  Edward  Taylor  and  his  family  were 
taken  from  the  fame  place,  and  all  carried  toTaconnett,  up 
Kenebeck  river,  where  they  found  nine  captives  taken  from 
the  lower  parts  of  the  river.  The  Indians  killed  divers 

of 
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of  thefe  captives  in  their  frolicks,  as  appears  by  Smith’s  i 
examination,  who  made  his  efcape  from  them  *.  Sir  Ed¬ 
mund  was  then  at  New-Yorlcf.  Upon  his  return  toBofton, 
he  ordered  the  Indians,  which  Blackman  had  leized,  to  be 
releafed.  The  Indians  returned  feveral  Englifh  captives  in 
exchange.  The  20th  of  Odober  he  publillied  a  proclama¬ 
tion  commanding  the  Indians  to  fetat  liberty  his  Majefty’s 
fubjeds,  lately  taken  by  them,  and  that  fuch  Indians,  as 
had  been  adually  concerned  in  the  murder  of  any  of  his 
Majefty’s  fubjeds,  fhould  furrender  themfelves  by  the 
nth  of  November,  to  anfwer  for  their  crimes,  or  other- 
wife  be  purfued  and  proceeded  againft  with  the  utmcft  fe« 
verity  ;  and  all  that  were  innocent  were  allowed  to  live 
near  the  Englifh  towns  if  they  dcfired  it,  and  all  perfons 
were  to  take  notice  and  conform  themfelves  accordingly. 
The  Indians  treated  the  proclamation  with  contempt.  The 
En°difh,  being  laid  under  reftraint,  were  more  unfafe  than 
if  war  had  been  publicly  declared. 

The  people  in  general,  as  has  been  obferved,  were  pa¬ 
tient  under  the  new  government.  There  are  a  few  inftances 
of  profecution  for  contempt  of,  or  oppofition  to,  the  au¬ 
thority.  One  John  Gold  of  Topsfield  was  tried  and  con- 
vidted,  by  verdid  of  a  jury,  of  treafonable  words,  what 
they  were  is  not  mentioned,  and  fined  fifty  pounds,  &c. 
Mr.  Appleton  of  lpfwich,  who  had  been  an  affiftant,  and 
Mr.  Wife  the  minifter  of  that  town,  were  imprifoned 


*  Mr.  Neale  fuppofes  the  firft  blood  to  be  Hied,  afterwards,  rt 
North-Y  armouth. 

f  Mafon,  one  of  his  council,  died,  in  the  journey  to  York  with 
Sir  Edmund,  at  Efopus. 

X  This  was  the  puniftiment  for  remonftrating,  in  an  addreis, 
againft  the  taxes  as  a  heavy  grievance,  fuch  an  addrefs  being  pre¬ 
ferred  about  this  time.  The  fdettmen  of  lpfwich.  voted,  “  That 
“  inafmuch  as  it  is  againft  the  privilege  of  Englifh  fubje&s  to  have 
i(  money  raifed,  without  their  own  confent  in  an  afiembly  or  par- 
<c  liament,  therefore  they  will  petition  the  King,  for  liberty  of  aa 
“  affembly,  before  they  make  any  rates.”  Sir  Edmund  can  led  them 
to  be  imprifoned  and  fined,  fome  20,  fome  30,  and  tome  50I.  as  the 
judges,  by  him  inftruftecl,  fhould  fee  me  t  to  determine.  Nar¬ 
rative  of  Ne*w~E  upland  virferies ,  C 5  c. 

A  a  Mr.’ 
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168S  Mi  .  Wife,  after  the  revolution,  brought  an  action  againft 
.  r\  ,udley»  chief  judge,  for  denying  him  the  benefit  of 

1  ^feaS  corPus  Mr.  Mather,  one  of  the  minifters 
or  Bolton,  had  been  a  very  aftive  perfon  in  diffuading  from 
the  furrender  of  the  charter, ,  and  publilhed  reafons  againft 
it.  Randolph  frequently  mentions  him,  in  his  letters,  as  a 
factious  perlon.  He  behaved  with  fo  much  prudence,  as 
to  give  no  room  to  take  hold  of  any  part  of  his  conduct. 
A  forged  letter  was  therefore  forwarded,  in  his  name,  by 
way  of  Barbados,  directed  to  a  perfon  in  Amfterdam,  but 
intercepted  and  fliewn  by  Randolph  to  Sir  Lionel  Jenkins, 
who  was  reflefted  upon  in  the  letter.  There  were  many 
paffages  in  favor  of  Fergufon,  Lord  Shaftfbury,  Oates,  &c. 
all  which  mu  ft  have  made  the  writer  obnoxious  to  the 
King  and  his  minifters,  and  raifed  a  prejudice  againft  the 
country.  Sir  Lionel  either  fufpefted  the  forgery,  or 
treated  the  thing  with  contempt,  afking  whether  it  was 
that  ftar-gazer*  wrote  it,  fo  that  Randolph  miffed  his  aim. 
Mr.  Manner,  two  or  three  years  after,  being  informed  of 
tae  aanger  he  had  been  in,  exculpated  himfelf  in  a  letter 
to  a  friend,  and  charged  the  forgery  upon  Randolph  or  his 
brothei.  This  letter  coming  to  Randolph’s  knowledge, 
he  brought  an  aft  ion  of  defamation  againft  Mr.  Mather, 
and  laid  his  damage  at  five  hundred  pounds.  The  jury 
gave  the  defendant  coils.  But  Randolph,  I  know  not  how, 
was  bringing  anewaftion  for  the  fame  defamation.  Mr. 
Mather  sfiiends  advifing  him  of  it,  he  kept  concealed  to 
avoid  the  fervice  of  the  writ.  About  this  time,  fome  of  ' 
the  principal  men  of  the  colony  flattered  themfelves,  that 
they  might  obtain  a  partial  relief,  by  a  reprefentation  of 
their  grievances  to  the  King,  and  Mr.  Mather  was  thought 
a  proper  perfon  Co  be  their  agent  or  meffenger,  and  he  em¬ 
barked  in  the  night  and  in  difguife.  The  fervice  of  Ran¬ 
dolph  s  writ  would  have  prevented  his  voyage-}"* 

*  Mr*  Mather  had  J*uft  before  publifhed  a  difcoui  fe  upon  comets 
f  Mr.  Mather  failed  in  April  1688.  Some  of  his  church  carried 
* mn  aboard  m  thenight  in  difguife* 

There 
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There  feems  to  have  been  but  little  room  to  hope  1688 
for  fuccefs.  King  James  was  nuking  daily  advances  to¬ 
wards  defpotifm  in  England.  It  was  not  likely  that  he 
fhould  confent  to  any  degree  of  liberty  in  the  colonies. 

Sir  Edmund  knew  too  well  the  difpofition  of  his  mailer, 
to  o-ive  himfelf  any  concern  about  the  complaints  preferred 
ao-ainft  him.  There  were  two  perlons  in  London  at  cnat 
time  who  had  been  affiftants  under  the  charter,  Samuel 
Now  el  and  Ehlha  Hutchinfon.  They  joined  with  Mr. 
Mather  in  a  remonftrance  to  the  King.  One  of  the  new 
council,  Richard  Wharton,  fenfible  of  the  diftrefies  of  the 
country,  concurred  with  the  others  alfo,  as  appears  by  his 
letters,  but  all  was  to  no  purpofe.  At  firft  indeed  a  report 
was  agreed  upon,  by  the  committee  for  foreign  plantations, 
in  which  an  aflfembly  was  mentioned,  but  Lord  Sunderland 
ftruck  out  that  claul'e,  with  his  own  hand,  before  the  re¬ 
port  was  preferred*.  The  inhabitants  of  Cambri  ge 

made  a  particular  application'}',  and  Mr.  Hinkley,  tie  a.^. 
r  Governor 


a 
<  < 
a 


<  t 
1 1 
< t 

a 

it 
i  t 
it 
i  t 
t  c 

a 

a 

a 

a 

a 

(< 


*  Narrative  of  miferies,  &C.  _ 

+  Cambridge  addrefs  was  in  the  following  words. 

«  To  the  King’s  moll  excellent  Majefty,  , 

“  The  petition  and  addrefs  of  John  Gibion,  aged  about  87,  .and 
George  Willow,  aged  86  ysars,  as  alfo  on  behalf  of  their  neigh- 
bours^the  inhabitants  of  Cambridge  in  New-England,  in  mod 

humble  wife  (heweth,  .  ,  ,  1  .m, 

“  That  your  Majefty’s  good  fubjeas,  with.  much  hard  labour 

and  great  dilburfements,  have  fubdued  a  wildernefs,  built  our 
houfes,  and  planted  orchards,  being  encouraged  by  our  indubi¬ 
table  rmht  to  the  foil,  by  the  royal  charter  granted  unto  the 
firft  planters,  together  with  our  firft  purchafe  of  the  natives,  as 
alfo  by  fundry  letters  and  declarations  fent  to  the  late  governcf 
and' company,  from  his  late  Majefty  your  royal  brother,  afiming 
us  of  the  full  enjoyment  of  our  properties  and  polTeffions  as 
is,  more  efpecially,  contained  in  the  declaration  fent  when  the 
quo  warranto  was  iffned  out  againft  our  charter.  But  we  arc 
neceffitated  to  make  this  our  moan  and  complaint  to  )  • 

cellent  Majefty,  for  that  our  title  is  now 
I'mds  bv  us  quietly  pofTciTed  for  near  60  years,  and  without  w  c 
l”  f  Our  humble  udjifi  »  o.r 

Edmund  Andros,  (hewing  our  juft  title,  long  and 
poffdlion,  together  with  our  claim  of  the  benefit  of  >  M 

A  a  2  J 
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6Sa  governor  ot  Plimouth  petitioned  in  behalf  of  that  colony. 
The  (urn  o(  the  application  made  by  the  agents  was  con¬ 
tained  in  the  following  heads,  viz. 

That  his  Majefty’s  fubjecls  in  New-England  may 
be  quieted  in  the  pofiefiion  of  all  property  both  in  houfes 
and  lands,  as  they  enjoyed  them,  before  the  government 
was  changed,  on  the  24th  May  1686,  and  that  the 
ancient  records  there  fettled  for  title  of  lands  may  be 
tc  confirmed. 

“  That  there  be  liberty  of  confcience  in  matters  of 
.  religion,  that  their  iormer  methods  of  Iwearing  in 
“  giving  evidence  may  be  allowed,  and  that  all  Their 
meeting-houfes  may  be  left  free  to  them,  according  to 
the  intention  of  the  builders  thereof. 

“That  no  laws  may  be  made  nor  monies  raifed  there 
without  the  confent  of  a  general  affembly,  as  it  is  in  the 
“  other  plantations. 

T.  hat  all  townfhips  may  have  liberty  to  afifemble 
and  manage  the  buhneis  of  their  feveral  precinfts,  as 
under  the  Iormer  government,  and  have  power  to  re- 
ceive  and  difpofeof  all  voluntary  contributions. 
cc  That  the  college  at  Cambridge  in  New-Eng!and 
<c  the  revenues  thereunto  belonging,  be  confirmed  in  the 
hands  of  a  prefident  and  fellows  as  formerly.5* 

This  application  meeting  with  no  fuccefs,  the  agents 
preferred  the  following  petition. 


t  c 
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jetty’s  letters  and  declarations,  alluring  all  your  good  fubje&s 
that  they  fhall  not  be  moiefted  in  their  properties  and  pofTef- 
fions,  not  availing. 

Royal  Sir.  We  are  a  poor  people,  and  have  no  way  to  pro¬ 
cure  money  to  defend  our  caufe  in  the  law,  nor  know  we  of 
friends  at  court,  and  therefore  unto  your  royal  Majefty,  as  the 
publick  father  of  all  your  fubje&s,  do  we  make  this  our  humble 
addrefs  for  relief,  befeeching  your  Majefcy  gracioully  to  pafs 
your  royal  aft,  for  the  confirmation  of  your  Majefty’s  fubje&s 
here  in  our  pofteflions,  to  us  derived  from  our  late  governor  and 
company  of  this  your  Majefty’s  colony.  We  now  humbly  caft 
ourfelves  and  the  diftrefTed  condition  of  our  wives  and  children 
at  your  Majefty’s  feet,  and  conclude  with  that  faying  of  Queen 
Either,  if  we  perifh,  we  perilh.”  Narrative  ofN.E .  miferies . 
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“  To  the  right  honorable  the  Lords  Committee  for  1679 
“  trade  and  plantations. 

“  The  humble  petition  of  Increafe  Mather,  Samuel 
11  Nowell,  and  Elifha  Hutchinfon,  fhewctn, 

“  That  fince  your  Lordfhips  feem  to  be  of  opinion, 

«  that  his  Majefty  will  not  at  prefent  grant  an  afiembly  to 
“  be  held  within  his  dominion  of  New-England,  for  the 
“  making  of  laws  or  raifing  of  money,  the  petitioners 
“  humbly  conceive,  that  it  will  be  much  for  his  Majefty  s 
“  fervice  and  the  peaceable  government  or  his  fubjeds 
“  there,  that,  until  his  Majefty  ftiall  be  gracioufty  pleafed 
to  grant  an  aflembly,  the  council  fhould  confhc  or  lucii 
pertons  as  ftiall  be  cotiftderabie  props  letors  oi  lairds 
within  his  Majefty’s  dominions,  and  that,  the  counties 
being  continued  as  at  prefent,  each  county  may  h^ve 
“  one,°at  leaft,  of  fuch  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  fame  to  be 
“  members  thereof.  And  that  no  asts  may  pals  for  law 
but  fuch  as  have  or  fin  nil  be  voted  by  the  manifeft  con* 

“  fent  of  the  major  part  of  the  council.  And  that  all  laws 
“  fo  made  may,  by  printing,  be  publifhed  foi  the  general 

“  inftrudtion  of  all  the  inhabitants. 

a  Your  petitioners  therefore  moil  humbly  pray,  that  youi 
“  Lordfhips  would  be  pleafed  favorably  to  report  the  fame 
«  t0  his  Majefty  for  his  gracious  diredtion  and  order  there¬ 
to  in,  and  your  petitioners  as  induty  bound  fhall  pray,&c. 

However  modeft  thefe  defires  may  appear  to  us,  at 
this  day,  who  are  in  the  poirdlion  of  fuch  ample  privi¬ 
leges,  yet  they  could  not  prevail  in  the  reign  of  King 
James/  The  felicitations  in  England  had  not  the  leaft  in-  , 
fluence  upon  meafures  in  New-England 

Writs  of  intrufion  were  brought  againft  feme  of  the 
principal  perfens  in  the  colony,  who  refufed  to  petition 
for  patents.  Col.  Shrimpton  hired  Deer-ifland  of  the  town 
of  Rofton,  the  rent  was  appropriated  to  the  iupport  oi 

a  fchool.  An  aftion  was  commenced  tor  recovering 

> 

*  June  21,  1688,  Randolph  writes,  with  an  air  oi  triumph,  that 
they  were  as  abitrary  as  the  great  i  urk.  pofleflion 
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ibbS  pofieffion*.  Befides  the  real  oppreffions  from  this  arbitrary 
adminiftration,  many  groundlefs  jealoufies  were  raifed, 
which  increafed  the  terror  of  the  people.  Caftine,  it  was 
intimated,  was  robbed  with  the  privity  of  the  authority,  in 
order  to  incenfe  the  French  and  Indians  .  Upon  the  firft 
infurreftion  of  the  Indians,  the  inhabitants  began  to  fortify 
and  garrifon  their  houfes.  Sir  Edmund  ordered  them  to 
defift.  An  Indian  who  came  in  to  Sudbury,  affirmed  to 
the  people  there,  that  the  Indians  underftood,  from  the 
governor,  that  the  French  and  Irifh  would  take  poffeffion 
of  Button  in  the  fpring.  A  Penicook  Indian  affirmed,  that 
the  Maquas  or  Mohawks  had  lent  a  meflenger  to  inform 
the  Penicook  tribe,  that  Sir  Edmund  had  hired  them  to 
fight  againft  the  Engliffi.  Thefe  idle  ftories  were  fpread 
about  the  country.  The  Mohawks,  it  is  true,  made  peace 
with  the  French,  under  the  influence  of  Sir  Edmund. 
The  dole  connection  between  the  courts  of  England  and 
France  at  this  time  well  accounts  for  it. 

The  Indians  negleded  to  comply  with  the  governor’s 
Onder  to  deliver  up  the  murderers.  They  continued 
their  hoftilities,  he,  thereupon,  raifed  a  fmall  army  of 
feven  or  eight  hundred  ment,  and,  in  the  beginning  of 
November,  marched  at  the  head  of  them,  through  froft 

and  fnow,  into  the  eaftern  country.  This  meafure  was 

« 

*  Befides  the  general  exception  to  all  titles,  that  they  were  de¬ 
rived  from  a  grantor  which  had  no  title,  in  the  cafe  of  towns  there 
was  this  further,  that  they  were  not  capable  of  taking  any  edate. 

f  Sir  Edmund  had  given  orders  to  Pipon,  commander  of  the  fort 
at  Pemaquid,  to  range  the  coaft  as  far  as  St.  Croix.  This  appears 
by  al  etter  from  Pipon  to  the  governor,  and  the  whole  was  included 
in  Sir  Edmund's  commiffion.  But  Dr.  Mather  gives  this  rea- 
fon  for  doing  it  at  this  time.  “  A  parcel  of  French  wines  had  been 
feized  at  the  eadward,  and  at  the  inftance  of  the  French  ambaf- 
fador;  an  order  had  been  obtained  to  redore  them.  A  new  line 
was  fuppofed  to  be  then  made  for  the  province  to  evade  the  order. 
This  line  took  in  Qadine’s  country.  He  thereupon  fled,  and  his 
arms  and  goods  were  brought  to  Pemaquid.  And  this  brought 
on  the  war. 

X  Thefe  men  were  impreded  into  the  fervice.  Under  the  charter, 
this  had  been  the  ufual  way  of  raifing  men.  This  is  the  reafon  we 
do  not  meet  with  it  among  the  grievances. 

univerfally 
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univerfally  condemned,  the  men  were  expofed  to  extreme 
hard  (hips,  without  any  ,  profpeft  of  ferv.ee,  the  Indians 
taking  care  to  keep  out  of  their  reach.  Some  ol  his  ene¬ 
mies  charged  him  with  a  defign  to  ftarve  or  freeze  the 
men  hut  other  perfons,  who  were  more  candid,  acknow- 
S"’ed  1“  he  ™d,ly  took  to  hmrlelf  hit  Ml  the 

hardfhips  of  the  campaign,  and  that  he  wasa^  ?J! 

«ood  general  to  the  men  under  his  command.  No.with- 
ftandino'  his  care,  many  died  with  hardfhips,  more,  it  was 
,  'h°r  than  £he  whole  number  of  Indians  at  that  time 
taSa’ty.  Not  one  Indian  was  killed.  They  all  Bed  ,nto 
Their  Ire  remote  dens  where  they  "garner 1  the :  whote 
winter.  -  Befides  the  fort  at  Pemaquid,  Sir  Edmund 
a  fort  at  Peiypfcot  falls,  and  another  at  Sheepfcote,  and 
oiaced  L, ifons  in  them,  and,  upon  his  return  to  Bolton, 
left  the  command  of  the  country  with  Anthony  Btoch- 

h  In  the  fummerof  t6S8  *,  the  governor  received  anew 
commiffion,  which  was  publifhed.  great  parade  from 
the  balcony  of  the  town-houfef.  And  loon  alter, 

*  Several  letters  mention  the  arrival  from  England^abou 

tsOBsmASA  —  ■  -  - 

pointment  for  chief  judge  of  the  fupreme  court.  .  .  h 

+  New  York  was  included  in  this  commiflion.  He  went  tnitner 

the  revolutton.  H1S  comm.l  _  tQok  ^  adminiftraUOn  upon 

^  "  *g &  sswawiSS 

23d  of  ^n'3el  :0^n^f  ^l^ft^^nglan^tmdCT6  on^gewernor  be 
culars.  If  the  nm0"  °f  \  r  ®hat  will  the  joining  and  an- 

acceptable  on  your  fide  the  ,  r  u  tue  £ng;liih  tern- 

nexing  to  the  fame  government  be,  This  is 

tories  in  America  from  Ddaware-b^  acomm{&Qn  is  in  hand, 

already  determined  by  his  iviajei  y,  New- York,  as 

conftituting  Sir  Edmund  Andros  governor  a’fo.ofNevv  A  ^ 

united  to  New-England.  _  An  l  oi  befules  other  advan- 

are  expediting  towards  their  union.  ’  j  proceed  with 

tases,  will  be  terrible  to  the  French,  and  make  tnem  P 

more  caution  than  they  have  lately  done. 
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DSb'ceived  the  joyful  news  of  the  birth  of  a  prince-  and  or 

Thel- r-S-  nera  thankfgiving  through  his  government 
1  he  kifpiuons  concerning  this  birth,  were  transmitted  with 

the  news, and  very  eafily  received  by  thepeople  in  genera  * 

o89_  During  the  winter  of  88,  there  was  no  a^ounf  received 

in  New-Lngland  of  the  landing  of  the  Prince  of  Orange. 

ODerSd  !n  k7  Wa7  Virgmia’  as  the  Spring 

,  fp  vle  rumcour  br®ught  the  governor  from  Pema 

I;e  writes  to  Brockhclc.  «  There's  'a  g^eXS 
among  the  people,  great  with  expectation  of  their  old 


*  There  was  fpecial  command  given  to  the  minifters  The  nm 
clamatton  and  order  were  as  follows.  1  p 

..  .  ,  .  “%  his  Excellency, 

A  proc  amation  for  a  general  thankfgiving  for  her  Majefty’s 
<(  Being  fafely  delivered  of  a  Prince  J  * 

left  have  received  certain  information  of  her  Ma 

■  jefty  s  being  fafely  delivered  of  a  Prince,  which  beine  a  wea't 
b.ehmg  bellowed  on  their  Majefties  and  all  his  MaifftvWo 
minions,-  I  have  therefore  thought  fit,  and  do,  with  the  advice  cf 
tne  council,  crder  that  there  be  a  general  thankffimim  for  the 
fame,  to  be  cbierved  within  the  city  of  Nmv  York-  in?  s  - 

“  S»nd.y  .he  faond  d,v  of  JTSJS 

days  after  in  all  other  parts  of  this  dominion.  Of  which,  all  mt 
i .,  officers,  and  perfons,  are  to  take  notice  and  conform  them 
Jives  accordingly.  Given  at  New- York,  the  four  and  went  eA 

Som  ,68l  ’  “  thefoUrthykr  °f  h»  hfajefty’s  reign,  anlmj 

“  By  his  Excellency’s  command,  7?  a  „  „ 

John  West,  D.fecr’y.  God  fave  the  King.  ' 

V  era copia,,  Benj.  Eullivant.”  ° 

“  Suffolk,  fs.  J  , ..  ^ 

New-England.  £  "  °  ‘“r-  Cotton  Mather,  minifter  in  Bofton. 

In  his  ivfajefty’s  name,  you  are  hereby  required  to  caufe  the 
Jiove-wrmen  proclamation  to  be  publickly  read  in  the  congrega- 

hT  LoF|’.s ,^y  after  you  fnall  receive  it,  and  that  you 
..  ..n  and  there  pubacklv  lhr  up  your  hearers  to  the  folemn  work 

of  the  day,  as  is  required  by  the  fame,  and  hereof  you  are  not  to 

■  ail  Given  under  my  hand  and  feal  at  Bofton,  the  firit  day  of 
September,  in  the  fourth  year  of  his  Majefty’s  reign,  Kin a 
fames  the  fecand,  of  England,  &c.  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 

%  O  U  Qy 

Benj «  Bullivant.” 


y  charter. 
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‘‘  charter,  or  they  know  not  what  •,  hope,  that  all  magif-  1689 
<c  traces  and  officers  will  be  careful  not  to  be  wanting  in 
their  duty,  and  particularly  truft,  that  the  foldiers  be  in 
good  order,  and  diligent  to  avoid  furprize,  and  fee  they 
have  provifions  fitting  duly  ferved  out,  and,  if  occafion, 
more  than  the  ordinary  allowance,”  &c. — A  few  days 
before,  one  Mr.  Window  came  from  Virginia,  and  brought 
a  printed  copy  of  the  Prince  of  Orange’s  declaration. 
Upon  his  arrival  he  was  imprifoned  by  Juftice  Foxcroft 
and  others,  “  for  bringing  a  traiterous  and  treasonable  libel 
into  the  country,55  as  the  mittimus  expreffed  it.  Window 
offered  two  thoufand  pounds  bail,  but  it  could  not  be  ac¬ 
cepted.  A  proclamation  was  iffued,  charging  all  officers 
and  people  to  be  in  readinefs  to  hinder  the  landing  of  any 
forces  which  the  Prince  of  Orange  might  fend  into  thole 
parts  of  the  world.  The  old  magiftrates  and  heads  of  the 
people  filently  wifhed,  and  fecretly  prayed,  for  fuccefs  to 
the  glorious  undertaking,  and  determined  quietly  to  wait 
the  event.  The  body  of  the  people  were  more  impatient. 
The  dame,  which  had  been  long  fmofhered  in  their 
breads,  burft  forth  with  violence,  Thurfday  the  iSth  of 
April,  when  the  governor  and  fuch  of  the  council  as  had 
been  mod:  aftive,  and  other  obnoxious  perlons,  about  fifty 
in  the  whole,  were  feized  and  confined,  and  the  old  ma- 
giftrates  were  reindated.  This  was  certainly  a  rafh  pre¬ 
cipitate  proceeding.  Little  or  no  inconvenience  could  arile 
from  a  few  days  delay.  The  revolution  in  England  could 
not,  at  any  time,  have  been  effected  without  rifque  to  all 
perfons  there  who  moved  in  it.  Their  lives  depended  on 
the  fuccefs  of  the  attempt.  But  the  fate  of  New-England 
depended  upon  that  of  Old.  If  the  Prince  fucceeded,  they 
might  have  affumed  the  government  without  any  hazard. 

If  he  failed,  had'  they  remained  quiet,  they  would  have 
been  in  no  worfe  ftate  than  before  ;  but  the  confequence 
of  an  infurredfion  would  have  been  death  to  the  principal 
adlors,  and  a  ftill  harder  flavery  than  before  to  all  the 
reft  of  the  inhabitants.  An  anonymous  letter,  directed 

to  the  governor  of  Plimouth,  gives  a  more  circumftan- 
D  '  tial 


J 


374  THE  HISTORY  OF 

1689  tial  account  of  this  revolution,  than  any  that  has  yet 
been  printed, 

44  Boston,  April  2zd,  89. 

Hond‘  Sir, 

44  Theconfideration  of  my  fending  you  a  blank,  where- 
in  only  the  declaration  was  inclofed,  feems  to  deferve  a 
64  check,  and  conftrains  me  to  an  apology,  not  having  fo 
44  much  as  liberty  granted  me  by  the  meffenger  to  write 
44  two  or  three  lines,  whereby  you  might  have  underftood 
44  the  prefent  ftateof  things,  which,  by  this  time,  you  are 
44  doubtlefs  acquainted  with  ;  but  left  it  fhould  prove 
44  otherwife,  I  have  taken  the  pains  to  give  a  brief  account. 
44  -—I  knew  not  any  thing  of  what  was  intended,  until  it 
44  was  begun,  yet  being  at  the  north  end  of  the  town, 
44  where  J  faw  boys  running  along  the  ftreets,  with  clubs 
44  in  their  hands,  encouraging  one  another  to  fight,  I  began 
44  to  miftruft  what  was  intended,  and,  hading  towards  the 
44  town-dock,  1  foon  faw  men  running  for  their  arms, 
44  but  before  I  got  to  the  red  lion,  I  was  told  that  Capt. 

44  George  and  the  mafter  of  the  frigate*  were  feized  and 
44  fecured  in  Mr.  Colman’s  houfe,  at  the  north  end,  and 
44  when  I  came  to  the  town-dock,  I  underftood  that  Bulli- 
44  vant  and  fome  others  of  them  were  laid  hold  of,  and 
44  then,  immediately,  the  drums  began  to  beat,  and  the 
44  people  haftened  and  ran,  fome  with,  and  fome  for  arms, 

44  Young  Dudley  T  and  Colonel  Lidget,  with  fome  diffi- 
44  culty,  attained  to  the  fort.  The  governor  immediately 
4 :  fent  Dudley  on  an  errand,  to  requeft  the  four  minifters  J, 

44  Mr.  Joyliffe  §  and  one  or  two  more,  to  come  to  him  at 
44  the  fort,  pretending  that,  by  them,  he  might  ftill  the 
64  people,  not  thinking  it  fafe  for  him  to  go  to  them. 

1 

*  The  Rofe. 

f  Mr.  Dudley,  his  father,  was  abfent,  holding  court  in  the 
Naraganfet  country.  Some  of  Providence  went  out  and  feized  him. 
He  was  brought  to  Roxbury  and  a  guard  placed  round  his  houfe, 
to  fecure  him,  as  the  order  exprefies  it,  againlt  violence.  He  was 
afterwards  committed  to  prifon. 

X  Mr.  Allen,  Moody,  Willard,  and  Cotton  Mather. 

§  A  perfon  who  had  been  many  years  a  leading  martin  town  af¬ 
fairs  in  Boflon. 

44  They 
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They  returned  for  anfwer,  that  they  did  not  think  it  168^ 
fafe  for  them  to  go  to  him.  Now,  by  this  time,  all  the 
perfons  whom  they  concluded  not  to  be  for  their  fide, 
were  feized  and  fecured,  except  fome  few  who  had  hid 
themfelves,  who  afterwards  were  found,  and  dealt  by  as 
the  reft.  The  governor,  with  Palmer,  Randolph,  Lid- 
set  Weft,  ancfone  or  two  more,  were  in  the  fort.  All 
the  comoanies  were  loon  rallied  together  at  the  town- 
houfe,  where  affembled  Capt.  Winthrop*,  Shrimpton*, 
Pa«e+,  and  many  other  fubftantial  men,  to  conlult 
matters’;  in  which  time  the  old  governor^  came  among 
them,  at  whofe  appearance  there  was  a  great  lhout  by 
the  foldiers.  Soon  after,  the  jack  was  fet  up  at  the  fort, 
and  a  pair  of  colours  at  beacon-hill,  which  gave  notice 
to  fome  thoufand  foldiers  on  Charleftown  fide  that  the 
controverfy  was  now  to  be  ended,  and  multitudes  would 
have  been  there,  but  that  there  was  no  need.  The  tn-  . 
gate,  upon  the  news,  put  out  ali  her  flags  and  pendants, 
and  opened  all  her  ports,  and  with  all  ipeed  made  ready 
for  fi^it,  under  the  command  of  the  lieutenant,  he 
fwearing  that  he  would  die  before  fhe  fhould  be  taken, 
although  the  captain  fent  to  him,  that  if  he  fired  one  fho., 
or  did°any  hurt,  they  would  kill  him,  whom  they  had 
feized  already  ;  but  the  lieutenant,  not  regarding,  kept 
thofe  refolutions  all  that  day.  Now,  about  four  o  the 
clock  in  the  afternoon,  orders  were  given  to  go  and  de¬ 
mand  the  fort,  which  hour  the  foldiers  longed  for,  and 
had  knot  been  juft  at  the  nick,  the  governor  and  all  the 
crew  had  made  their  efcape  on  board  the  frigate,  a 
bar^e  being  lent  for  them,  but  the  foldiers,  being  fo  near, 
got° the  barge.  The  army  divided  and  part  came  up 
on  the  back  fide  of  the  fort,  part  went  underneath  the  , 
hill  to  the  lower  battery  or  fconce,  where  rhered  coats 
were,  who  immediately  upon  their  approach  retir  p 
to  tte  fort  to  their  mailer,  who  rebuked  them  for  not 


#  * 


-  -  They  were  both  of  them  of  Sir  Edmund  s  council. 

+  He  married  prefident  Dudley’s  filler.  „  „uar<l. 

X  Other  accounts  fay,  that  he  and  the  old  magnates  were  g 

by  the  militia  with  great  formality. 
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“  |r'"g  ?n,  our  foI^ers,  and,  as  I  am  informed,  beat 

“  or  fconce  ^th'  Wfen.the  foldiers came  to  the  battery 
“  and  nninr^  I  Prefent!y '“^d  the  great  guns  about 
„  .,ail^  nt  d  thLem  a§ainft  the  fort,  which  did  much 

«  th  '  thofe  within,  and  the  foldiers  were  fo  void  of  fear, 
“  th°ferwichin  the  fort  been  refolute 

,«  f  C  V°f  their  !lves  in  fiSht>  they  might  have  killed 
«  rl  hundrf  °;  us  at  once,  being  fo  thick  together  before 
«  rue,ni?Ul h*  01  the  cannon  of  the  fort,  all  laden  with  fmall 
tt  T  ’  btiC  God.  Prevented  it.  Then  they  demanded  a 
„  wmch  was  denied,  until  Mr.  Weft  and 

«  ar,otner  (hoiiid  firft  go  to  the  council,  and,  after  their 
««  re£U!TT  we  mould  have  an  anfwer,  whether  to  fi^ht  or 
no.  U  pon  their  return,  they  came  forth  from  the  fort  * 

<6  fd  went  di farmed  to  the  town-houfe,  and  from  thence’ 

’  dTr  C°  r  ;'n  c,°.leSaoJ>  and  the  governor,  under  a  guard’ 
uj  Mr.  iJ  flier  s  houfe.  The  next  day  they  fent  the 
two  colonels  to  demand  of  him  the  iurrender  of  the 
caltle,  which  herefolved  not  to  give,  but  they  told  him,  if 
he  would  not  give  it  prefently,  under  his  hand  and  leal, 

,  ;VvT0uId  be  exPofcd  t0  the  rage  of  the  people,  and  fo 
.him  ;  buthe  lent  and  told  them  that  he  would,  and 
tiid  fo,  and  they  went  down,  and  it  was  furrendered  to 
them  with  curfings,  and  they  brought  the  men  away 
and  made  Capt.  Fairweather  commander  in  it.  Now, 
by  the  time  that  the  men  came  back  from  the  cattle,  all 
the  guns,  both  in  fhips  and  batteries,  were  brought  to 
bear  againft  the  frigate,  which  were  enough  to  have 
**  flattered  her  in  pieces  at  once,  refolving  to  have  her.  Ic 
is  incident  to  corrupt  nature  to  lay  the  blame  of  our 
te  evil  deeds  any  where  rather  than  on  ourfelves,  foCapt. 

George  cattail  the  blame  now  upon  that  devil  Randolph, 

“  forbad  it  not  been  for  him  he  had  never  troubled  this 
good  people,  earneftly  folliciting  that  he  might  not  be 
“  conttrained  to  furrender  the  fliip,  for  by  fo  doing  both 

-fo.  John  ivelfon,  a  young  gentleman  of  Bofton,  at  the  head 
of  the  foldiers,  demanded  the  fort  the  fecond  time,  and  then 
the  governor  came  down  and  furrendered  himfelf  and  the  fort. 
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a  himfelf  and  all  his  men  would  lofe  their  wages,  which  1689 
“  otherwife  would  be  recovered  in  England,  giving  leave 
to  go  on  board  and  ftrike  the  topmafts  and  bring  the 
fails  on  fliore,  and  fo  he  did.  The  country  people  came 
armed  into  the  town,  in  the  afternoon,  in  fuch  rage  and 
heat,  that  it  made  us  all  tremble  to  think  what  would 
follow,  for  nothing  would  fatisfy  them,  but  that  the  go¬ 
vernor  muft  be  bound  in  chains  or  cords,  and  put  in  a 
more  fccure  place,  and  that  they  would  fee  done  before 
they  went  away  ;  and,  to  fatisfy  them,  he  was  guarded 
by  them  to  the  fort/*- — — 

The  former  governor,  Mr.  Bradftreet*,  with  feveral 
of  the  magiftrates  chofen  in  1686,  and  fome  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  merchants  and  other  principal  inhabitants,  being  con¬ 
vened  at  the  town-houfe,  figned  the  following  mefifage  to  Sir 
Edmund  Andros,  which  was  the  firfl:  public  aft  done  by  them 
t  At  the  town-houfe  in  Bofton,  April  1*,  1689. 

Sir,  Ourfelves  and  many  others,  the  inhabitants  of 
this  town  and  places  adjacent,  being  furprized  with  the 
people’s  fudden  taking  arms,  in  the  firft  motion  whereof 
we  were  wholly  ignorant,  being  driven  to  it  by  the  prefent 
accident,  are  neceffitated  to  acquaint  your  excellency,  that, 
for  the  quieting  and  fecuring  the  people  inhabiting  this 
country  from  the  imminent  danger  they  many  ways  lie 
open  and  expofed  to,  and  tendering  your  own  faiety,  we 
judge  it  neceffary,  that  you  forthwith  deliver  up  the  go¬ 
vernment  and  fortifications,  to  be  preferved  and  difpoled 
according  to  order  and  direction  of  the  crown  of  England, 
which  fuddenly  is  expefted  may  arrive  -f ,  promifmg  all 


*  Mr.  Bradftreet  was  eighty-feven  years  of  age,  had  been  fixty 
years  a  magiftrate.  His  venerable  prefence  was  neceffary,  but  Ins 
time  for  bufinefs  was  over.  Mr.  Fofler,  a  wealthy  merchant,  who 
had  not  been  many  years  from  London,  was  among  the  moil  attive, 
and  there  are  more  original  papers  of  his  hand  writing  than  of  any 
other  perfon’s. 

f  A  circular  letter  was  drawn  up,  to  have  been  fent,  in  the  name 
of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  to  confirm  all  governors  in  their  piac  js. 
That  to  New-England  was  Hopped,  by  a  reprefentation  from,  Mu 
Mather,  the  agent,  to  Mr.  Jephfon,  fecretarv  to  the  Prince. 
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x6Sp  fecurity  from  violence  toyourfelf,  or  any  of  your  gentle¬ 
men  or  foldiers,  in  perfon  or  eft  ate,  other  wife,  we  are  af- 
fured,  they  will  endeavour  the  taking  of  the  fortifications 
*  by  ftorm,  if  any  oppofition  be  made. 

To  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  Knight. 


William  Stoughton 
Thomas  Danforth. 


S.  Rradftreet 
John  Richards 
Elifha  Cooke, 

If.  Addington 
John  Fofter 
Peter  Serjeant 
David  Waterhoule 
Adam  Winthrop 
*  J.  Nelfon.” 


Wait  Winthrop 
Sam.  Shrimpton 
Wm.  Browne 
Barth.  Gedney 


However 


*  Mr.  Nelfon  was  a  gentleman  of  good  family  and  anear  relation 
to  Sir  Thomas  Temple,  an  enemy  to  the  tyrannical  government  of 
Andros,  but  an  Epifcopalian  in  principle,  and  of  a  gay  free  temper, 
which  prevented  his  being  allowed  any  (hare  in  the  ad  m  imitation 
after  it  was  fettled,  although  he  was  at  the  head  of  the  party  that 
demanded  the  furrender  of  the  fort.  He  went  not  long  after  upon  a 
trading  voyage  to  Nova  Scotia,  where  he  was  taken  bv  a  party  of 
French  or  Indians  and  carried  to  Quebec.  Notwithdanding  the 
flight  put  upon  him,  yet  fuch  was  his  regard  for  his  country  that 
he  ran  very  great  rifque  of  his  life  in  an  attempt  to  give  intelligence 
of  the  defigns  of  the  French.  The  following  letter,  remaining  upon 
the  Mafiachufets  files,  ought  to  be  made  public  to  do  honor  to 
his  memory. 

“  Auguft  26,  1692. 

“  About  24  days  ago  arrived  two  men  of  war  and  fix  merchant 
(hips  from  France,  which  came  furnifhed  with  recruits  of  pro- 
vifion,  ammunition,  30  more  great  guns,  24  pateraroes,  one  mor¬ 
tar  and  30  (hells. - A  little  before  the  arrival  of  thefe  (hips,  Ma- 

dockawando,'!  the  Penobfcot  fachem,  came  here,  who  made  and  re¬ 
ceived  divers  compliments,  prefen  ted  the  governor  with  five  Eng- 
lifh  captives,  and  received  from  him  prefents  encouraging  him  and 
the  reft  to  continue  the  war,  but  ali  gave  but  little  fatisfa&ion  to 
the  Indians,  who  expected  greater  recompence.  They  would  often 
difeourfe  their  difeontent,  to  fome  of  11s  who  underftand  their  lan¬ 
guage.  I  was  in  hopes  to  make  feme  improvement  of  their  diicon- 
tent,  by  propoilng  the  fettlement  of  a  trading  houfe  up  Penobfcot 
river  at  Negas.  They  were  glad  of  the  propofal,  and  it  is  the 
only  means'  of  recovering  our  intered  with  thefe  eadern  Indians, 
I  promifed  to  fend  my  thoughts  thereon  to  yourfelves,  of  which 

I  would 
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However  exceptionable  the  firft  riling  of  the  people  1689 
might  be,  yet  this  meafure  of  the  magiftrates  and  other 
gentlemen  feems  to  have  been  neceffary.  It  is  difficult  to 

conceive 

1  1 

l  would  have  you  to  confider,  &c. — Madockawando  gave  daily  ad¬ 
vice  of  all  their  refults,  he  is  certainly  well  afTfted  towards  us.  Two 
days  ago  he  was  difpatched  from  hence,  with  orders  to  get  together 
all  the  Indians  he  can,  they  make  account  of  two  or  three  hundred, 
they  are  to  remain  at  Penobfcot  until  the  two  men  of  war  join  them, 
who  are  preparing  themfelves  as  well  as  they  can,  adding  to  their 
number  200  Canadians,  fo  that,  in  all,  they  will  have  above 
400,  who,  with  the  Indians,  are  to  affault  Wells,  Ifles  of  Shoals 
and  Pifcataqua.  The  defign  is  dangerous  if  you  fhould  be  unpro¬ 
vided,  I  have  therefore  improved  my  utmoft  endeavours  to  give 
you  this  intelligence.  By  money,  and  a  promife  of  good  reward 
from  yourfelves,  I  have  corrupted  two  Frenchmen,  viz.^Arnaud  Du 
Vignon  and  Francis  Albert  to  be  bearers  of  this  letter,  and  alfo  to 
be  guides  to  two  Dutchmen  and  two  Englifhmen,  who  promife  to  be 
with  you  in  22  days.  I  pray  that  they  may  be  contented.  I  have 
furnifhed  them  with  13  French  crowns  which  it  is  juft  fhould  he 
allowed  to  my  wife.  My  charge  is,  otherwife,  great  here,  there 
being  fo  many  of  my  poor  countrymen  to  relieve,  Sec.  The  two 
men  of  war,  which  come  from  hence,  are,  the  one  a  great  Dutch 
fquare  ftern  fhip  of  about  5  00  tons,  takes  in  fix  guns  from  hence,  fo  that 
fhe  will  have  in  all  38  guns,  &c.  the  other  is  a  French  frigate  of  34 
guns,  who  is  the  admiral,  They  take  at  Port  Royal  and  along  the 
coaft,  all  the  fmall  veftels,  fhallops,  boats,  Sc'c.  to  land  their  men. 

You  will  do  well  to  prepare,  for  their  reception,  a  good  firefhip, 
and  other  means  neceffary,  according  as  your  prudence.,  fhall  di¬ 
rect. — I  recommend  myfelfunto  your  prayer,  and  remain  gentlemen 
your  humble  fervant, 

J.  Nelson. 

Auguft  27th,  I  he  fliips  of  war  go  from  hence  in  i  2  or  15  days, 
their  voyage  probably  to  St.  John’s  and  Penobfcot  will  coft  them  a: 
month’s  time  more,  fo  that  you  may  expeeft  them  in  about  6  or  7 
weeks  hence.  After  their  attempt  upon  your  coaft,  they  are  to 
cruize  for  about  a  month,  See.  fo  that  all  concerned  in  {hipping  muft 
take  care  to  their  affairs.  Let  no  public  talk  be  made  of  this  letter, 
for,  by  the  efcape  of  fome  prifoners,  the  report  will  come  hither 
greatly  to  my  damage. — Excufe  my  broken  manner  of  writing. 

I  am  forced  to  do  it  as  1  can  get  opportunity,  and  that  is  in  my  bed 
becaufe  of  the  often  coming  in  and  out  of  the  man  that  attends  me 
who  once  furprized  me  and  took  from  me  my  inkhorn,  but  in  all 
things  elfe  1  am  well  treated.  So  arc  all  the  reft  according  as  the 
country  affords,  &c. 
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*  1  I  way  the  people  could  have  been 

quieted.  Had  they  been  left  to  themfelves,  the  confe- 

quences  muft  have  been  terrible.  Some  who  had  been 
the  molt  firm  in  fupport  of  the  charter  were  afraid,  how¬ 
ever,  of  being  called  to  account  for  their  concern  in  this 
action  *. 

A 

'  \  *  *  t 

The  letters  came  to  Springfield  the  23d  of  September,  and  a 
or  two  arter  to  Bofton.  The  Frenchmen,  not  long  after,  by  fome 
means  or  other  were  retaken  and  carried  to  Canada,  where  thev 
%vere  pumlhed  as  deferters.  Before  their  execution  they  confelle-1 
the  whole.  Mr.  Nelfon  was  carried  out  with  them,  in  'expectation 
of  the  fame  fate.  1  hey  were  (hot  before  his  eyes.  He  was  fen> 
back  to  prifon  and  foon  after  to  France,  but,  on  his  paflW 
prevaried  with  a  fellow  paffenger  to  convey  intelligence  of  a  fecond 

de  "S"’  i°‘  1 2-,men,  war  an®  2000  troops,  which  were  every  dav 
expected  at  Canada,  to  make  a  defcent  upon  the  Englifh  colonies 
from  Pifcataqua  to  Carolina.  He  was  confined  in  France,  in  a 
Imall  hole,  for  two  years,  without  opportunity  of  feeing  any  p  -rfon 
but  a  fervant  who  brought  his  viftuals  to  a  grate.  A  gentleman 
who  had  taken  notice  of  the  perfon  who  carried  the  virtual,  from 
day  to  day,  had  the  curiofity  to  enquire  what  prifonsr  was 
tnere,  and  to  fpeak  to  him  at  the  grate,  and  to  afic  if  he 
could  do  him  any  fervice.  Mr.  Nelfon  defired  no  other  favo  rthan  to 
have  a  letter  fent  to  England,  to  inform  Sir  Purbeck  Tempje  of  his 
condition,  which  was  done,  and,  foon  after,  a  demand  wasmade  of 
his  releafe  or  exchange.  He  was  then  looked  upon  as  a  perfon  of 
fome  importance.  He  was  fent  to  the  Baftile,  and,  juft  before  the 

upon  his  parole, 

and  fecurity  given  by  a  French  gentleman  for  his  return.  The  peace 
being  concluded  and  he  intending  to  return,  was  forbad  to  do  it  by 
King  William,  but,  to  prevent  any  trouble  to  his  friend,  he  went 
contrary  to  order,  and  furrendered  himfelf.  Being  difcharged 
upon  his  return  to  England  he  was  brought  into  trouble  there  for 
going  back  to  France  contrary  to  the  King’s  order,  but  at  length 
returned  to  his  family  after  ten  or  eleven  years  abfence. 

*  Mr.  Danforth  the  deputy  governor,  writes  to  Plimouth  April 
20th,  “  1  heir  enterprize  herein  was  without  the  privity  of  thoie  who, 
when  begun,  judged  themfelves  obliged  to  endeavour  the  pre- 
4i  vention  of  bloodshed,  and,  thereupon,  did  give  their  fenfe  and 
“  advice  to  the  governor.  Sir  Edmund,  as  they  apprehended  very 

€C  nece/Iary. - 1  yet  fear  what  the  confequences  will  be,  and 

tc  heartily  pray  that  no  bitter  fruit  may  fpring  forth  from  this 
“  root.  We  have  need  of  God’s  pity  and  pardon,  and  fome  do 

((  apprehend 


A  long  declaration  was  read  from  the  balcony  or  1689 
gallery  of  the  town-houfe.  This  is  printed  at  large 
in  Neale  and  other  writers.  There  would  be  room  to 
doubt  whether  this  declaration  was  not  a  work  of  time, 
and  prepared  beforehand,  if  it  did  not  appear,  by  the  ftile 
and  language,  to  have  been  the  performance  of  one  of  the 
minifters  of  the  town  of  Bofton^,  who  had  a  remarkable 
talent  for  very  quick  and  fudden  compofures  •,  befides,  it 
was  not  printed  until  feveral  days  after,  and  perhaps  was 
corre&ed  and  enlarged.  Indeed,  it  lolly  appears  from 
many  private  letters,  ftill  preferved,  one  of  the  bed  forts  of 
evidence  of  the  truth  of  hiflorical  facts  of  this  nature,  that 
none  of  the  magiftrates  were  privy  to  the  riling  of  the 
people,  and,  in  the  people  themfelves,  it  leerns  to  have 
been  fudden,  and  without  any  previoufly  concerted  plan. 

The  next  day,  April  19th,  an  order  was  figned  by  moft 
of  the  perlons  who  fubferibed  the  advice  to  Sir  Edmund, 
and  alfo  by  Wm.  Johnfon  of  Woburn,  and  James  Ruflell 
of  Charleftown,  directed  to  John  Pipon,  commander  of  the 
caftle,  and  accompanied  with  an  order  1  rom  the  late  governor, 
to  deliver  the  fort  and  ftores  to  Capt.  Fairweathcr,  whEh 
was  complied  with.  1  he  20th,  the  tumult  being  abated, 
the  new  council  began  toconfider  what  foim  of  government 
they  fhould  eftablifh,  in  the  room  of  that  which  was  dif- 
folved.  They  firft  invited  divers  other  perfons  to  join 
with  them,  who  were  required  to  fign  an  approbation  of 
the  advice  given  to  Sir  Edmund,  and,  being  thus  fhengtii- 
ened,  they  took  the  title  of  “  A  council  for  toe  fafety  Oi 
the  people,  and  conlervation  of  the  peace.  I  hofe  who 

apprehend  it  will  be  wifdom  to  hallen  our  addrefs,  to  thofe  that 
are  now  Cupreine  in  England.  Cor  pardon  of  Co  great  an  irruption, 
and  Cor  a  favourable  fetclement  under  the  fanflion  of  royal  autho¬ 
rity  ”  And  in  a  letter  to  tncreafe  Mather,  July  30th,  ‘‘  1  he  an¬ 
cient  magillrates  and  elders,  although  they  had  ftreououfly  advikd 
to  further  waiting  for  orders  fiom  England,  and  dilcournged  any 
••  attempts  of  that  nature,  Co  Car  as  they  had  opportunity,  yet  were 
“  they  now  compelled  to  affift  with  their  prclence  and  count.!, 
(0/ the  preventing  of  blopdfned,  which  had  moft  certainly  been 
the  iffue,  if  prudent  councils  had  not  been  given  to  both  parties. 

t  Mr-  lv’Iather-  B  b  ■  thus 


*< 
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1 689  thus  aflociated  with  the  firft  mentioned,  were  James  Ruf- 
ld!  John  Phiilips,  pcnn  Townfend,  Jofeph  Lynde,  John 
Joy! ifFe,  J, hakim  Hutchinfon,  Nath.  Oliver,  John  Eyre 
Jeremiah  Dummer,  Wm.  johnfon,  John  Hawthorne,  An- 
crewBdcher,  Richard  Sprague,  James  Parker,  Dudley 
brad  dree  t,  Nath.  Salconftall,  Richard  Dummer,  Robert 
IiK-c,  John  Smith,  Edmund  Quincy,  William  Bond,  and 
Daniel  Pierce.  They  chofe  Mr.  Bradftreet  their  prefi- 
dent,  1  wac  Addington  clerk  of  the  council,  and  Wait  Win- 
throp  commander  in  chief  of  the  militia,  and  appointed 
officers  in  the  feveral  ports  for  entering  and  clearing 
veffds,  and  John  Fofter  and  Adam  Winthrop,  two  of 
their  number,  ftewards  or  treafurers. 

They  continued  to  pais  orders,  from  time  to  time,  for 
the  regulation  of  the  inhabitants ;  but  the  authority'  was 
wea.c,  and  there  was  a  neceffity  of  a  further  fetclement. 
i  hey  were  careful  to  avoid  reafiuming  their  charter. 
Befides  the  exceptions  that  might  be  taken  whilft  the 
decree  againft  it  flood  in  full  force,  there  were  many  who 
were  defirous  of  a  fettlement  from  England,  fenfible  of 
the  defeats  in  the  charter ;  and  when  the  governor  and 
aflembly,  afterwards  addrefled,  for  the  reftitution  of  it,  they 
defired  luch  further  privileges  as  were  neceffary.  They 
had,  no  doubt,  received  advice  of  the  convention  called  by 
the  Prince  of  Orage,  and  in  imitation  of  it,  on  the  fecond 
of  May,  they  recommended  to  the  feveral  towns  in  the 
colony  to  meet,  and  depute  perfons,  not  exceeding  two 
for  each  town,  except  Rofton  four,  to  form  an  aflembly, 
to  fit  the  ninth  of  the  fame  month.  Sixty-fix  perfons  met* 
and  prelented  a  declaration  to  the  prefident  and  former 
magiftrates  in  particular*,  taking  no  notice  of  fuch  as  had 
aflociated  with  them  ;  but  upon  receiving  an  anfwer  in 
writing,  they  defired  the  whole  council  to  continue  in 
their  flation  until  the  2  2d  inftant,  at  which  time  it  was 
agreed  there  fhould  be  a  meeting  of  the  reprefentadves  of 

*  They  declare  the  governor,  deputy  governor,  and  affillants 
chofen  and  fworn  in  1686,  according  to  charter  rights,  and  the 
deputies  then  fent  by  the  freemen  of  the  feveral  towns,  to  be  the  go- 
vernment  now  fettled  in  the  colony.  Records. 


all 
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all  the  towns  in  the  colony,  at  Boflon,  who  were  to  be  1689 
fpecially  inftrufted  by  their  towns.  Letters  had  been  fent 
to  Plimouth  and  to  Connecticut  *,  to  acquaint  the  principal 
gentlemen  there,  with  what  had  been  done  at  Bolton. 

Both  thole  colonies  were  content  the  governor  flaould  be 
confined  at  Bolton,  and  both  reaffumed  their  old  form  of 
government.  Nothing  palled  relative  to  New-Hampfhire 
or  Rhode-lfland.  As  loon  as  the  news  reached  New- York, 
Nicholfon,  the  lieutenant-governor,  di'patched  the  follow¬ 
ing  letter,  direCted  to  Simon  Bradftreet  and  Wait  Vvin- 
throp,  Efquires,  and  others. 


t  i 


a 


H 


it 


U 
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*  Plimouth  imitated  the  MaiTaehufets  in  {^curing  one  of  trie  council 
who  was  within  that  col®ny,  as  appears  by  the  following  declaration. 

A  declaration  of  {undry  ot  the  inhabitants  ot  Plimouth,  Ap.  22, 
1689.  “  Whereas  we  have  not  only  juft  ground  to  iufpecf,  but  are 
•<  well  a  (Pared  that  Nath.  Clark  hath  been  a  real  enemy  to  the  peace 
and  prosperity  of  this  people,  and  hath,  by  lying  and  falle  informa¬ 
tion  to  the  late  governor,  cauied  much  trouble  and  damage  to  this 
place,  endeavouring  to  deprive  us  of  our  lands,  and  exponng  us 
to  the  unjuft  feventy  of  perfons  ill  aftebleu  to  us,  whereov  a  con- 
ftderable  part  of  our  eftates  is  unrighteoully  extorted  from  us,  to 
the  areat  prejudice  of  our  families,  and  the  lois  of  many  neceiPary 
comforts;  and  he  perfifting,  from  time  to  time,  in  his  malicious 
forcing  complaints  againft  one  or  other  of  us,  whereby  we  are  in 
continual  hazard  of  many  further  great  inconveniences  and  mil- 
chiefs  We  do  therefore  feize  upon  his  perfon,  refolvmg  to  fecure 
him  for  the  hands  of  juftice  to  deal  with  him  according  to  his  de¬ 
merit.”  MS.  #  .  r  ,  . 

Mr.  Treat,  the  governor  of  Connedlicut,  gives  this  account  cl  their 

proceedings,  in  his  letter  to  their  agent,  Jan.  6,  1689.  “  In  the  be¬ 
ginning  oh  May  laft,  upon  the  amazing  reports  and  tidings  of  the  re¬ 
volution  of  the  government  in  the  Maffachufets,  and  feizing  or  the 
governor  and  fo  many  of  his  council,  and  that  part  of  the  country 
u„  in  arms  before  we  knew  any  thing  of  it,  but  the  news  did  loon 
fly  like  lightning,  and  foon  after,  our  men  in  moll  places  gave  out, 
that  they  would  no  longer  obey  us,  or  fubmit  to  Sir  Edmund  s  go¬ 
vernment  ;  at  the  fame  time,  the  eallern  Indians  went  on  in  their 
barbarous  cruelties  in  murdering  our  countrymen  at  the  ealtward ; 
and  we  had,  by  letters  from  New  York  and  Long-lfland,  caution 
given  us  of  feveral  pickaroons  that  were  on  the  coall  to  alarm  us  on 
the  fea  board  ;  the  true  and  real  grounds  of  the  procedure  ot  he 
colony  in  afluming  the  government  was,  falus  popuh  elt  lupre.  . 

lex.” 
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“  Gentlemen, 
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t,  t  cntIcnierb  New-York,  i6Sg,  i ft  May 

was _an  extraordinary  furprize  to  us  to  hear  <d 
,J  c<jn.fufi°ns  the  inhabitants  at  Bolton  have  occafioned, 
)  aking  that  part  of  the  government  to  themfelves, 
and  t.iat  they  have  feized  upon  the  peri'on  of  his  excel- 
Bncy  and  feveral  of  the  officers.  We  cannot  imagine, 

'  any  luch  actions  can  proceed  from  any  perfon  of 
quality  am  on  git  them,  but  rather  promoted  bv  the  rabble 
and  that  or  the  fafety  of  his  excellency’s  perfon  thofe 
meafures  have  been  taken  ;  but  hope,  and  doubt  net,  be- 
loi  e  this  time,  the  fury  of  thofe  perfons  may  beallaved, 
and  that  his  excellency  and  the  refl  of  the  officers  mav 
bc  rettored  to  their  rormer  ftations,  or  at  lead  have 
liberty  to  come  hither.  For  this  part  of  the  govern¬ 
ment,  vve  find  the  people  in  general  inclined  to  peace  and 
quietneis  and  aoubt  not  the  people  will  remain  in  their 
duties.  \\  e  do  not  queftion  but  you  will  fend  us  a  fpeedy 
aniwer,  tne  matter  being  of  fo  great  confequence,  tend¬ 
ing  to  tne  peace  and  quietnefs  of  us  all,  which  if  you 
ao;  we  remain  your  friends  and  fervants. 

Fra.  Nicholfon 
Frederick  FJypfe 
N.  Bayard 
S.  Courdand.” 

The 

i  U  inhabitants  Oi  New  fork,  having  never  experienced  any 
great  degree  of  liberty  there  would  have  been  no  grounds  of  fears 
oi  a  revolt  if  it  had  net  been  for  the  example  of  New-England.  From 
toen  hrlt  lubjediion  co  England,  the  government  had  been  the  fame, 
and  the  Dutcn  governors  who  preceded  were  not  lefs  abfolute 
t.mn  the  bngJifli.  Loon  the  news  from  Bolton,  Cape.  Nichol- 
Jon,  the  lieutenant  governor,  propofed  to  admit  part  of  the  trained 
band,  to  watch  and  ward  by 'turns  within  the  fort,  under  their 
own  officers,  and  offered  to  apply  the  money  arifing  from  the 
cuho ms,  to  the  fo-r.fymg  the  city,  and  making  it  defenfible  a^ainft 
a  foreign  enemy.  Jacob  Lei  Her,  a  captain  of  the  trained  bands, 
happened  to  nave  a  ffj»p  juit  arrived  with  wines,  the  duties  whereof 
would  have  amounted  to  one  hundred  pounds,  which  he  refufed  to 
t‘,c  COi'-eto!  being  a  pa  pi  ff,  and  there  being  no  legal  au- 
L^0llLy  iCCe: Vv,  it.  *;00n  alter  he  excited  the  people  upon  the 

call 
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The  following  anfwer  was  returned. 


“  Gentlemen,  Boston,  i  ithMay,  1689. 

cc  In  aniwer  to  yours  of  the  firft  ot  May  inilanr,  giving 
an  account  of  your  having  received  the  general  intelli¬ 
gence  of  the  revolution  occurring  here,  exprefung  your 
hopes  that  before  this  time  the  fury  of  the  people  may 
be  allayed,  and  that  Sir  Edmund  Andros  and  the  reft  of 
the  officers  may  be  reftorcd  to  their  former  Rations,  or 


cc 


cc 


Cl 


Cl 


eafl  end  of  Long  J {land  to  march  to  New  York,  in  order  to  take 
poifdiion  of  the  fort,  to  prevent  its  being  delivered  up  to 
reigners.  When  they  came  within  twelve  miles  of  the  ci  y,  being 
about  eighty  in  number,  they  lent  three  ot  their  leadeis  to  the 
lieutenant  governor,  who,  having  convened  h'.s  council,  gave  them 
luch  anfwers  as  induced  them  and  the  reft  of  the  company  to  return 
home.  A  rumor  was  loon  after  ipread,  of  a  delign  to  in  a iK ere  the 
inhabitants,  durjng  the  public  wotfhip  in  the  Dutch  churcn,  upon  «i 
Sunday.  I  he  Friday  before  the  day  tor  the  fuppolcd  execution,  the 
people  rofe,  and  feemingly  compelled  I.eiiier  to  head  tnem.  One 
Hall  went  as  their  leader  to  the  tort.  T  he  guard,  confuting  of  thw 
trained  bands,  readily  admitted  them.  Leiller  followed,  and  too 
the  command  of  the  men.  T  his  was  the  31ft  of  hi  ay .  1  he  fame 

evening  they  fent  for  the  keys  from  the  lieutenant  gov.moP,  who 
was  obliged  to  deliver  them.  'The  trained  band  confiding  of  fix 
companies,  the  captain  of  each  company  was  to  command  h  s  day 
according  to  their  order.  When  it  came  to  Leifler  s  turn,  tae  3C 
of  June,  he  caufed  an  alarm,  and  the  people  being  all  brought  to¬ 
gether,  a  declaration  was  prepared  in  writing  ready  to  be  lignu  , 
that  with  their  lives  and  fortunes  they  would  defend  tjic  proteilant 
religion,  and  keep  the  fort  lor  King  William  and  Queen  Wiry, 
until  their  Majefties  further  order.”  The  people  then  chole  a  com¬ 
mittee,  who  alTumed  the  name  of  a  “  committee  ot  lafety.”  i  hey 
appointed  Leiller  captain  of  the  fort.  The  lieutenant  governor  with¬ 
drew.  In  his  able  nee,  leiller  takes  upon  him  the  admimftrau  m, 
and,  after  iome  time,  calls  himfelf  lieutenant  governor,  and  chooies 
a  council.  The  province  continued  in  great  con fu bon,  until  the  ar¬ 
rival  ofgovernrr  Slaughter  with  a  commiffon  from  King  William  and 
Queen  Mary.  Leifler  held  the  poffelfion  ot  the  fort  agamii  the  governor, 
longer  than  he  could  juftify  himfelf  in  fo  doing.  His  enemies  too  If 
tbe°advantage  of  it,  and  he  was  tried,  condemned,  and  executed  as 
a  traitor.  The  party  rage  which  was  raifed  on  this  occafion,  was 
kept  up  many  years  abet  in  N  ew  *  \  o  r  k ,  and  dc.cn  nuea  >.  me  \ 
jrity  of  each  fide.  •  1  *  t 

B  b  3  d .  • 
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i689‘‘  at  may  have  liberty  to  come  to  you.  We  perceive 
you  have  not  a  particular  account  how  things  are  at 
^  pieknt  circumflanced  with  us,  there  being  no  other 
form  of  government  than  a  committee  for  fafecy  of  the 
“  people  and  confervation  of  the  peace,  the  foldiers  ftilf 
“  continuing  in  arms.  And  the  people  are  fo  well  fatisfied 
“  in  the  juftifiablenefs  of  their  late  aftion,  that  they  con- 
“  t!nue  their  ipirit  and  refolution,  to  purfue  what  they  have 
put  forth  in  their  public  declaration  printed,  which  is 
“  here  inciofed,  as  alfo  a  printed  copy  of  the  advice  given 
by  ourfelves  and  others  unto  Sir  Edmund,  which  will 
fhew  the  neceffity  of  our  then  interpofing.  And  we 
“  have  no  other  fiation  than  to  intend  the  common  fafety 
“  and  confervation  of  the  peace,  and  it  is  not  in  our  power 
to  ict  any  perfons  at  liberty  who  are  confined  and  kept 
by  the  foldiers.  This  being  all  the  prefen t  anlwer  we 
*e  can  make  to  you,  it  accepted,  we  remain, 

“  Gentlemen,  your  friends  and  fervants, 

“  To  Capt.  Fran.  Nicholfon,  S.  Bradftreet 

“  Fred.  Phillips,  Nich.  Bayard,  Wait  Wmrhrop. 

“  and  Steph.  Cortland,  Efqrs.” 

Ihf.  repiefentatives  o!  £4  towns  met  at  Bolfon,  on 
the  2 2d  of  May  *.  They  foon  difcovered  a  defire  to  re- 
aiTume  the  charter.  The  major  part  of  the  council  were 
again  ft  it.  1  wo  days  were  fpent  in  disputes.  The  peo¬ 
ple  without  doors  were  alfo  much  divided  in  fentimencs. 
On  the  24th,  the  governor  and  magiftrates,  chofenin  16S6, 
figned  a  paper,  declaring  their  acceptance  of  the  care  and 
government  of  the  people,  according  to  the  rules  of  the 
charter,  for  the  confervation  of  the  peace  and  fafety  of 
the  people,  until,  by  direction  from  England,  there  be  an 
orderly  fettiemCnt  of  government,  provided  an  addition 
fhould  be  made  of  fit  perfons  to  afiift  them,  as  was  defired, 
and  that  what  had  been  before  done  be  allowed,  and  the 
Rewards  be  reimburfed  :  This  they  did  for  the  fatisfaftiorr 

*  Eacn  town  gave  in  it 1  uclions  to  their  members  whether  to  re¬ 
adme  or  not.  Forty  of  the  fifty  four  wore  for  re-aiTump  ion  of  the 
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of  the  people,  and  from  the  preKnt  necefiity,  but  they  did  1689 
not  intend,  nor  would  be  underftood  to  intend,  an  affump- 
tion  of  the  charter  government.  Their  declaration  was 
accepted  by  the  reprefentatives,  notwithftanding  its  being 
qualified  in  the  conclufion  of  it*.  The  next  day,  Mr. 
Winthrop,  and  mod  of  the  other  gentlemen  who  had  added 
as  members  of  the  council,  and  who  had  a  ftrong  party  in 
favour  of  their  continuing  fo  to  aft,  generously  quitted  .ill 
claim  to  it,  in  confidence,  as  they  exprefs  it,  that  the  peo¬ 
ple  will  be  inviolably  prelerved  in  their  obedience  to  the 
directions  expected  from  England,  and  that  the  peifons  ot 
all  the  gentlemen  confined  fhoulci  be  well  treated,  and 
promilecfto  endeavour  to  pacify  the  people,  who  weredii- 
Satisfied  on  their  account,  and  to  promote  the  public  tran¬ 
quility,  as  far  as  fhould  be  in  their  power. 

The  26th  (being  Sunday)  a  (hip  arrived  from  England, 
with  advice  of  the  proclaiming  King  William  and. Queen 
Mary.  This  was  the  moft  joyful  news  ever  received  in 
New-England.  The  fears  of  the  people  of  any  very  bad 
confequences  from  their  late  actions,  were  now  over.  On 
the  29th,  the  proclamation  was  publifhed  in  Bofton,  with 
areater  ceremony  chan  had  been  known,  the  governor  and 
council,  civil  and  military  officers,  merchants  ot  the  town, 
and  principal  gentlemen  of  the  town  and  country  being 
on  horfeback,  the  regiment  of  the  town,  and  many  com¬ 
panies  of  horfe  and  foot  from  the  country,  appearing  in 
arms;  a  grand  entertainment  was  prepared  in  tnc  town- 
houfe,  and  wine  was  ferved  out  to  the  ioldiers. 

The  5th  of  June,  the  reprefentatives  of  the  fcveral 
towns,  upon  a  new  choice,  allemblcd  at  Bofton.  d  *,e 
council  immediately  propofed  to  them  to  exhibit  articles 
againfl  the  gentlemen  feized  by  the  people,  or  elfe  to  con- 
fent  to  their  inlargement,  upon  fecurity  given  ;  but  this 
was  not  agreed  to  f.  The  next  day,  the  reprefentatives 

O  nrrrpri 


*  Bv  this  declaration  all  the  gentlemen  who  had  joined  the  governor 

2nd  alfiftants  chofen  in  1686  were  excluded  from  the  new  councl m‘e 
f  Some  days  after,  Sir  Edmund,  by  letter,  demanded  an  imme¬ 
diate  releafe  of  himfeif  and  the  other  perlons  concerned  „ 

!  B  b  4  nu  ’ 
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689ou|h!  roYi  m°!h Cl1,  f°  ^  UR°n  them  the  Part  they 
nnfil  j  i  ,C  e  government,  according  to  the  chai  ter 

Chlvco’-M  ":'d  be  'Y"d  from  E"8'»d.  and  decS 

"T 

g  IS  hd  rdJ,ratl0n  be,n§  given  as  the  reafon  of  thVvote* 

power  of  °  WaS  made  from  the  unlimited 

P  or  Sir  Edmund  and  tour  of  his  council  tn  t u 

government,  which  had  continued  above  fifty ’years  •  but 

'  weight  and  authority  did  not  return  with  the  form 

They  were  fcrupulous  of  their  power  themfelves  and 

made  an  apology,  in  an  addrefs  to  the  crown,  for  cauf  nl 

certain  p.rates  to  be  executed.  They  found  it  very  dffficu,! 

tade  men,  and  continue  them  in  fervice,  for  the  defence 
or  t  ie  province.  Several  contemptuous  pamphlets  aoainfl- 
them  were  publilhed  with  impunity.  Tlnrtvvears  bef  ^ 
tne  authors  of  the  like  would  have  been  guilty  of  a  cauitlf 

ofrence.  And  although  the  firft  advice",  rJceived  £ 

”;t  !',r  E"E,af"  S>"  tbm  lome  grounds  to  evpS  . 
iv-eftabiifhment  of  government  in  -the  old  form  vetthefe 

deSTf.  M°  byrlK,S  lMcb  «■&  ■he.n'to' 

cieipair  o.  it  .  IW.  father,  the  agent  in  England  waited 
■  he  event  or  the  prince  of  Orange's  expedition’  s  „ 
after  the  withdraw  of  King  James,  Mr.  Mather  was  %£ 

ducecj 

rncnt,  or  under  Ins  charp’c  tlipn  In  1  „ 

27th  June  the  reprefenfatives  refolved  that  Mr"®!' ‘An "ff  T,he 
Edmund  Andros  Mr  FdworJ  a  i  1  tv  n  ^0iePn  Dudley,  Sir 

Weft,  Mr.  Jame  'GrLham  M  r  Pv’  Mn  >hn  Pdlmer-  Mr  lob, 

hn*,  Z"  oFileiz  Sii:S;nvh;ng  ar!,ir^ but  ^ 

doth  weaken  our  hand,  "  G-Z  / 1 t "  °*  g°v«««ent 
06.  26,  89.  1  •  GVZ/-  to  Sir  H.  JJkurJl, 

r  ’ne,  ,0,ng  deh,y°F  ®r*«  Cron,  England  referrine  to  the  ner 
fons  confined  upon  the  revdu:ion  anrl  uiL  nf  r  '®  .  nePer' 

government,  h  h  given  occafi™  ll  '  u?™3'10"  ot  tile 

were  taken’ off  fr5»  "  and  ^  ’ 

ftudioufly  to  employ  themfeiv«  in  00^  ^,!  T‘ *  P’’ 

authority,  which  hath  emboldened  others  to  tr.oie’  praftice? which 

hath 
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duced  to  the  Prince  of  Orange,  by  Lord  Wharton,  and i62g 
prevented  the  circular  letter  before  mentioned,  for  con¬ 
firming  governors,  being  lent  to  Nevv-England.  The  14th 
of  March,  Lord  Wharton  introduced  him  again  to  the 
King  *,  when,  after  humbly  congratulating  his  Majefty’s 
acceilion,  Mr.  Mather  implored  his  Majefty’s  favour  to 
New-England.  The  King  promifed  all  the  favour  in  his 
power ;  but  hinted  what  had  been  irregular  in  their  former 
government.  Whereupon  Mr.  Mather  undertook  that, 
upon  the  firft  word,  they  fliould  reform  any  irregularities 
they  fliould  be  advifed  of,  and  Lord  Wharton  offered  to  be 
their  guarantee.  The  King  then  Paid,  that  he  would 
give  orders  that  Sir  Edmund  Andros  fliould  be  removed, 
and  called  to  account  for  his  mal-adminiftration,  and  that 
the  King  and  Queen  fliould  be  proclaimed  by  the  former 
magiftrates.  Mr.  Mather  was  a  faithful  agent,  and  was 
unwearied  in  fecuring  friends  for  his  country.  Bcfides 
leveral  of  the  nobility  and  principal  commoners,  he  had 
engaged  the  whole  body  of  the  difienting  minifters,  whole 
weight,  at  that  time,  was  far  from  inconfiderable. 

The  family  of  Afliurft  had  always  been  friendly  to 
New-England.  The  firft  addreffes  after  the  reftoration, 
were  fer.t  to  Mr.  Alhurft,  Mr.  Leveret,  and  Mr.  Richard 
Hutchinfon,  to  be  delivered  to  the  King.  Sir  Henry 
Alhurft,  a  member  of  parliament,  was  more  particularly 
engaged  at  tins  time  by  Mr.  Mather,  wno  defired  that 
he  might  be  impowered  by  the  colony  to  appear  as  their 
spent.  Mr.  Hampden,  another  member,  alfo  (hewed 
great  fnendflup.  f  he  houfe  of  commons  voted  the 
taking  away  the  charters  of  the  plantations  to  be  a 


a 


rievance and  a  bill  palled  the  Iioule  lor  lclloiinsg 

'  charters. 


hath  rendered  them  criminals  of  the  higbefl:  nature,  hy  committing 

i 
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i6b>9charters,  and  trie  New-Eng!and  charters  were  expreflv 
mentioned  ;  but  whilft  the  bill  lay  in  the  houfe  of  Lords, 
t  ie  parliament,  fooner  than  expeded,  was  prorogued,  the 
going  to  Ireland.  The  King,  from  the  beginning, 
d i, covereo  a  defign  to  referve  the  appointment  of  the  p-o- 
vernor  to  himfelf.  It  was  in  vain,  alter  lofing  this  chance^in 
parliament,  to  try  tor  the  reftoration  of  the  old  charter. 
±  new  charter,  with  as  many  of  the  old  privileges  as  could 
y  obtained,  was  all  that  could  be  hoped  for.  In  the  mean 
tune,  application  was  made,  for  exprefs  power  and  autho- 
nty  to  be  granted  to  the  colony  to  exercife  government 
according  to  the  old  charter,  until  a  new  could  be  fettled, 
i  his  was  detained  *.  At  the  fame  time  an  order  was  fent, 

commanding 

ncm.  con.  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  committee,'  that  the  late  nro- 
fecutions  of  quo  warrantos  againft  the  cities,  two  univerfities,  the 
towns  corporate,  boroughs  and  cinq  ports,  and  the  plantations,  and 
tne  judgment  thereupon,  and  the  im renders  of  charters  to  thevio- 
lation  of  them  ancient  right;,  are  illegal  and  grievances.  By  the 

f°.af  •  fo0  ™  !  thM  thtS  houfe  doth  aSree  wkh  the  faid  com- 
1  "  tei"  in  (2ld  re'Olve,  and  that  the  late  profecution  of  quo  war¬ 
rantos  againft  the  cities,  two  univerfities,  the  towns  corporate, 
boroughs  and  cinq  ports,  and  plantations,  and  judgment  thereupon 
and  the  furrenders  of  charters  to  the  violation  of  their  ancient 
ngnts,  are  illegal  ana  a  grievance.”  MS. 

*  William  R. 

-  ,and,  well- beloved,  we  greet  you  well.  Whereas  we  are 

informed  oy  feveral  addreffes  from  the  colony  of  the  Maffachufets 
bay,  and  particularly  by  the  addrefs  coming  to  us  in  the  name  of 
®OVe,™rf3lJ  council  and  convention  of  the  reprefen tatives  of 
p  op  e  o  die  faid  colony,  that  they  had  jovfullv  received  the 
notice  of  our  happy  acceflion  to  the  throne  of  thefe  kingdoms,  and 
caufed  the  proclamation  thereof  to  be  iffued  throughout  "the  faid  ter- 

•  e  rV?  L  e*’cfore  thougnt  fit  hereby  to  fignify  our  royal 
approbation  of  the  fame,  and  gracious  acceptance  of  your  readinefs 
m  performing  that  which  was  neceffary,  on  your  parts,  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  peace  and  quiet  of  our  faid  colony.  And  whereas 
you  give  us  to  underftand,  that  you  have  taken  upon  you  the  pre¬ 
fer  care  of  the  gevernment,  until  you  Ihould  receive  our  order 
tnerein;  we  do  hereby  authorize  and  impower  you  to  continue, 
m  our  name,  your  care  in  the  adminillration  thereof  and  preferva- 
r.on  of  the  peace,  until  we  lhall  have  taken  fuch  refolutions  and 
given  inch  directions  for  the  more  orderly  fettlement  of  the  faid  go- 

v  eminent. 
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commandino-  the  delivery  of  the  fails  taken  from  the  Rofei688 
frigate,  arid  another  order  for  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  and 


the  ocher  perions. 


to  be  lent  to  England 


Mr.  Mather 
intended 


vernment,  as  fliall  moft  conduce  to  our  fervicc  and  the  fecurity 
and  fatisf3aion  of  our  fubjcfts  within  that  our  colony.  And  fo  we 
bid  t’ou  farewell.  Given  at  our  court  in  Whitenali,  the  12th  clay 

of  Auffuft,  1689,  in  the  firft  year  of  our  reign. 

By  his  Maj efty’s  Command, 

Colony  of  M  aftach  u  fe  ts .  Shrewsbury. 

*  William  R.  ,  .  . 

Whereas  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  knt.  late  governor  of  our  dominion 
of  New-Eilgland,  has  been  ieized  by  home  people  in  Bolton,  and 
is  under  clofe  confinement  there,  together  with  Edward  kanaolpn, 
John  Trefry,  and  divers  other  ftrbjeAs,  who  have  humbly  requeued 
us,  that  they  be  either  fet  at  liberty,  or  fent  m  fafe  cuftoay  into 
England,  to'  anfwer  before  us  what  may  be  objected  again  it  them  : 
We  do  hereby  will  and  require  that  the  faid  Sir  Edmund  Andros, 
Edward  Randolph,  John  Trefry,  and  others  our  fuojeAs  that  have 
beemin  like  mannar  feized  by  the  faid  people  ot  bonon,  an  »  a 
be  at  the  receipt  of  thefe  our  commands  detained  tnere  under  confine¬ 
ment,  be  forthwith  fent  on  board  the  firft  ihip  bound  hither,  to  an¬ 
fwer  before  us  what  may  be  objeAcd  again  ft  them,  and  that  you  take 
care  that  they  be  civilly  ufed  in  their  paffages  from  New-England 
and  fafely  conveyed  to  cur  royal  prefence.  Given  at  out  court  at 
Whitehall  this  30th  day  of  July,  1689,  in  the  firft  year  of  our  reign. 

By  his  Majefty’s  command, 

Nottingham. 

To  fuch  as,  for  the  time  being,  take  care  for  preferring  the  peace 
and  adminiftring  the  laws  in  our  colony  of  the  Maffachufets-bay 
in  New-England,  in  America. 

Of  all  that  were  concerned  in  the  late  government,  Mr.  Dudley 

«?1S  Sr  ft.  *+»  °PP'rf“  jT"".’  m” 

it  ft  ran  (re  r  than  one  of  our  own  country.  Damorth  writes  to  I. 

“her  “Mr  Dudley  is  in  a  peculiar  manner  the  objeft  of  tne  peo¬ 
ple's  difpleafure,  even  throughout  all  the  colonies  -here  he  hath  fat 
the v  deeply  refent  his  correfpondence  with  hat  wicked  man 

Randolph  for  overturning  the  government.--  Tie  K°',.er™r 
rcihril  thoucb  they  have  done  their  utmott  to  procure  his  enlarge 

prevail,  be,  ft.  people  will  have  W"  “  ; 

and  when  he  Jh  been  b, 
they  fetch 
l  am  to 


hfm  in  again,  &  .  Mr.  Dudley  to’  C  Mather  June  ift 
..  ,  lm  Jirf  hd  this  morning  is  the  lull  opportunity  for  rolling 
awayTtbe  fton’e  from  the  mouth  of  this  fep-lch« .  where M -  buried 
alive,  in  which  I  yet  trouble  you  for  your  ahulancc.  ^ 


ernor 
Bradftreet, 


M,i 


1ft  1 

I 


m 


- 


392 


THE  history  of 

i  6  !<  gin  tended  to  have  returned  to  New-England  with  thefe  or¬ 
ders;  but  his  fon  being  taken  with  the  fmall-pox  at  Deal 
prevented  his  embarking.  Letters  arrived  in  England 
preiently  after  the  King’s  order  to  the  old  magnates’ 
rom  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  Mr.  Dudley,  &c.  complaining 

°f,  theirt  u[a§e-  Nicholfon  and  Ufher  came  to  London 
!iuo  with  their  complaints,  and  the  Indians  falling  upon 
t  llcataqua  about  the  fame  time,  it  was  imputed  to°the  re¬ 
volution  m  the  Maflachufets,  and  the  friends  of  New- 
Lngland  were  afraid  the  powers  would  be  recalled  *  and 
a  governor  fent  over  without  delay.  5 

The  letters  did  not  arrive  in  New-England  until  very 
late  m  the  year,  but  came  very  opportunely  to  calm  the 
coni  motions  which  had  very  much  increafed  there  Sir 
Edmund,  his  fervant  having  enticed  the  centinel  to  drink 
and  then  to  iuffer  him  to  be  upon  guard  in  his  ftead! 
elcaped  fiom  thecaftle,  and  went  to  Rhode-Hand,  where 
Majoi  Sanford  flopped  him,  and  fent  him  back  to  the  caftle 
again  7.  The  firft  opportunity  after  the  arrival  of  the 

King’s 

Eradrtreet,  Sept.  12th,  “  After  twenty  weeks  unaccountable  im- 
priionment,  and  many  barbarous  ufages  offered  me  therein  the  hit 
ieven  weeks  whereof  are  upon  account  of  your  letters  to  me  fhave 
r.ow  to  complain,  that  on  Monday,  the  whole  day,  I  could  be’a  lowed 
no  visuals  till  nine  of  the  clock  at  night,  when  the  keeper's  wTfe 
offered  to  kindle  her  own  fire  to  warm  fomething  for  me*  and  th» 
corporal  exprefly  commanded  the  fire  to  be  put  o,?t  _r  raa  be  eaf.H 
opp  effcd  to  death.— God  will  hear  them  that  complain  to  him  — [ 
pray  your  directions  for  your  oppreffed  kinfman  I  D  ” 

*  Nath.  Mather’s  letter  to  Ipcreafe  Mather,  &c.  ’  ’ 

t  Leuler,  at  New-York,  was  greatly  alarmed  at  Sir  Edmund’s 
efcape.  He  writes  to  the  Maflachufets  governor  from  New- York 

NlFr'i3t  'i  ih?yefcaPfot  Sir  Edmund,  and  his  arrival  at  Rhode- 
Hiand,  where  Co  Donga n  did,  the  fame  day,  land  fome  of  his 
people  and  himfeif  not  far  off,  caufed  a  jealoufy  in  us  of  a  bad  de- 
fcgn.  In  this  interim  of  time  arrived  here  Mr.  John  Emerfon,  John 
l.everett,  William  Brattle,  Thomas  Maccarty,  and  John  Perry,  from 
the  ferry,  after  w  tch  fet  in  the  night  well  armed,  and,  as  reported 
went  into  a  tavern  where  doors  and  windows  were  (hut,  a  man  on 
horleback  was  dilpatched  poll  out  of  the  town,  made  us  ail  believe 
tncm  of  hn  Edmunds  people,  and  he  himfeif  not  far  off.  I  fent 

ius 
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Kind’s  order  he,  with  Mr.  Dudley  and  feveral  others,  1689 
embarked  for  England  *.  The  general  court  thought  it 
advifeable  to  fend  over  two  of  their  members  to  join  with 
Sir  Henry  Afhhurft  and  Mr.  Mather  in  maintaining  their 
charges  againft  their  oppreffors,  as  well  as  in  foliating  the 
reftomion  of  the  charter,  with  iuch  additional  privileges  as 
foould  be  thought  proper,  viz.  Elifha  Coo.ce,  and  1  homas 
Oakes  +,  both  of  them  affiftants.  Mr.  Cooke  was  a  gentle¬ 
man  of  good  undemanding,  and  had  been  well  educates, 
had  always  adhered  ftifflly  to  the  old  charter,  and  when 
all  the  reft  of  the  affiftants  declined  reafluming  it,  he  alone 
was  in  favour  of  it  t.  Mr.  Oakes  was  a  man  or  lets  confe- 
quence,  but  attached  to  the  fame  fide,  having  been  iome 
time  a  reprefentative  of  the  town  ot  Bofton,  and  not  Ci 
the  affiftants  when  they  refufed  to  reaffume.  They  were 
inftrufted,  among  other  things,  to  folhcit  in  parliament,  or 
elfewhere,  the  confirmation  of  their  ancient  charter,  ana 


for  the  (Grangers  of  whom  I  demanded  a  pals  ;  they  (aid  they  had 
one,  but  loft  it ;  they  knew  no  body  but  Major  tro  khok  anJ  (..apt. 
Locker,  two  known  papifts,  whereby  I  fafpeded  them  to  be  real./ 
of  Sir  Edmund’s  people,  and  beat  the  drum.  I  lent  twelve  lol- 
diers  to  fearch  the  houfe  for  their  portmanteaus,  two  were  brought 
and  owned  to  be  theirs.  I  found  about  forty  letters  molt  ot  them 
direfted  to  difapprovers  of  our  aftions,  which  caufed  me  to  alarm 
the  town,  bv  which  arlarm  I  got  immediately  about  five  hundred 
men  coura»eoufly  armed,  and.  while  the  committee  read  the  let¬ 
ters,  I  fent  out  parties  to  fearch  for  ltrangers,  and  lor  the  men  ot 
the  houfe  where  they  arrived,  being  perfons  who  never  joined  wit 
us  to  watch  and  fortify,  nor  armed  in  any  alarm.  I  he  letters  being 
read,  and  nothing  found,  we  fufpeded  that  thofe  of  confluence 
were  gone,  and  fo  remained  upon  our  guard.  In  the  morning  r. 
Lawrence  perufed  a  letter  from  his  grand-child,  wherein  the  cha¬ 
racters  of  the  laid  gentlemen  were  ditcovered ;  upon  which  llender 
proof  and  my  charity,  I  ventured'  to  releale  the  faid  gentlemen, 
who  con  felled  we  had  juft  caufe  to  fuiped  them,  all  things  falling 

out  as  they  did.”  .  n  , 

The  four  perfons  firfl  named  belonged  to  the  college  at  Cambridge. 

#  The  beginning  of  February. 

f  Mr  Oakes  was  not  chofen  affidant  until  May,  after  they  em¬ 
barked, 

£  This  appears  from  the  files  of  the  court.  ,, 

6 


\ 
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ifiScjand  all  its  rights  and  privileges,  civil  and  facred,  and,  if 

f  C£e<:  °U^  0PP0rtunitY’  to  endeavour  the  obtaining 
inch  farther  privileges  as  might  be  of  benefit  to  the  colony. 
1  he  agents  dilagreed,  and  by  this  means,  certain  articles  in¬ 
tended  againft  Sir  Edmund  were  never  figned  by  them  *. 

He 


Mr.  Mather  faid,  that  the  Earl  of  Monmouth  told  him  they  had 
cut  the  throat  of  their  country  in  not  doing  it  ;  hut  Mr.  Cooke’s  ex- 
cufe  was,  Sir  John  Somers  s  advice,  which  he  faid  was  againft  dninrr 
it.  An  enquiry  into  the  conduit  of  Sir  Edmund  and  the  reft  it  wat 
cefigned  fhould  be  avoided;  and  this  was  the  reafon  of  Sir  John 
Somers  s  advice  to  Mr.  Cooke.  “  When  the  agents  firft  appeared 
before  the  council,  Sir  Edmund,  Dudley,  Randolph,  &c.  had  no¬ 
tice  to  be  prefent  alio,  and  came  prepared  with  a  charge  againft  the 
colony,  ioi  rebellion  againft  lawful  authority,  for  imprifoning  the 
King  s  governor,  See.  Sir  John  Somers  thereupon  faid,  that  the  agents 
were  upon  the  cefenfi ve  part,  and  were  ready  to  anfwer  any  com¬ 
plaints.  ^  Sii  Rooei  t  Sawyer,  who  had  brought  the  quo  warranto 
then  declaimed  largely  againft;  the  colony  for  thofe  deeds  by  which 
he  fuppofed  the  charter  forfeited  ;  but,  in  the  clofe,  to  prevent  an 
anivver,  acknowledged  that  what  he  faid  was  foreign  to  the  prefent 
cafe,  ^nd  one  of  the  lords  faid,  let  us  keep  to  the  matter  before  us. 
The  agents  were  then  required  to  give  the  reafons  of  the  oppofiton 
to  Sir  Edmund  and  his  authority.  They  began  with  his  proclama¬ 
tion,  ana  other  endeavours  to  ftifle  the  news  of  the  prince’s  landing, 
and  the  impriionment  of  the  perfon  who  brought  over  the  declara¬ 
tion.  Lord  prefidenc  (Marquis  of  Carmarthen)  afked  who  imprifoned 
Sir  Edmund  and  the  reft  ?  Sir  John  Somers  replied,  The  country, 
my  Lord,  opprefted  by  an  arbitrary  government,  did  there  as  we  did 
here,,  rofe  as  one  man,  took  the  opportunity  of  the  news  of  the  re¬ 
volution  in  England  to  free  themfelves  from  the  yoke  they  were  un¬ 
der.  .  Lord  prefident.  You  lay  it  was  the  country  and  the  people, 
that  is  no  body,  let  us  fee  A  B  and  C,  the  perfons  that  will  make  it 
their  cafe.  Here  is  a  charge  againft;  the  King’s  governor,  but  no 
body  has  figned  the  paper.  Sir  J.  Somers.  My  Lord,  we  are  here,  in 
behalf  of  the  country,  to  manage  their  concerns,  and  not  in  the 
behalf  of  any  particular  perfons.  One  of  the  agents  then  whifpered 
Sir  John,  that  if  that  was  a  ftick,  they  would  fign  the  paper  im¬ 
mediately  ;  but  he  replied  no,  we  are  in  our  way,  and  have  fol¬ 
lowed  the  direction  of  the  board,  and  if  they  will  bring  us  off  thus 
they  may.  One  of  the  Lords  faid,  I  perceive  the  revolution  was 
there  as  it  was  here,  by  the  unanimous  agreement  of  the  people ; 
for  who  feized  and  imprifoned  the  late  lord  chancellor  ?  Who  feized 
and  imprifoned  the  lord  fuch  and  fach,  naming  feveral,  and  fe- 

cu  red 
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He  obtained, fome  time  after,  the  government  of  Virginia,  1689 
where  he  died.  Mr.  Dudley  was  appointed  chief  juftice 
of  New- York,  and -the  latter  end  of  the  year  1690,  was 
at  Bofton,  in  his  way  to  his  poft.  Nicholfon  endeavoured 
for  the  government  of  New- York,  but  had  not  intereft  to 
carry  it,  and  was  appointed  lieutenant  governor  of  V  ir- 
ginia,  under  Lord  Howard  of  Effingham  *. 

The  war  with  the  Indians,  which  began  before  the 
revolution  of  government,  continued  all  the  year  after. 
Madockawando,  fachem  of  the  Penobfcots,  who  came  into 
Pemaquid,  was  lent  to  Bofton,  where  he  arrived  juft  about 
the  time  the  governor  was  confined.  The  authority 
treated  him  kindly,  and  fent  him  home,  and  at  the  fame 
time  wrote  to  St.  Caftine,  and  defired  him  to  ufe  his  in¬ 
fluence  over  the  Indians,  and  offered  him  fafe  condu6t,  if 
he  inclined  to  come  to  Bofton.  Madockawando  had  pro- 
mifed  his  intereft  for  redemption  of  the  captives  which  had 

cured  the  garrifon  of  Hull  ?  &c.  I  think  we  underdand  the  matter 
well  enough,  and  fee  no  reafon  why  we  may  not  go  forward  with 
the  proof.  Another  lord  fpake  to  the  fame  purpofe,  and  laid  the 
people  were  to  be  commended  for  what  they  had  done  ;  but  lord 
president  applied  himielf  to  the  agents,  and  laid,  gentlemen,  here 
has  been  a  pretty  deal  of  time  fpent,  my  lords  will  give  his  Ma- 
jedy  a  true  and  impartial  account  of  what  has  been  laid  on  both 
Tides,  and  wait  his  Majefty's  further  pleafure,  and  you  may  with¬ 
draw  for  the  prefent.  The  next  day  Sir  Edmund  and  the  reft  were 
difcharged  from  any  further  attendance,  and  a  report  being  made 
to  his  Majefty  in  council,  the  fame  was  approved,  and  the  matter 
was  ordered  to  be  difmiffed  on  both  Tides. ”  [Mr.  Cooke's  letter.) 

Thus  the  agents  were  diverted,  by  their  own  council,  from  purfuing 
their  indruftions,  and  fupporting  a  charge  which  had  been  prepared 
and  offered  to  the  Lords  of  the  council.  It  was  well  known,  that 
it  would  be  molt  agreeable  to  have  no  enquiry  made.  Lord  pre- 
fident’s  own  arbitrary  aftions,  whild  Earl  of  Danby,  for  which  no 
fatisfaftion  had  been  given,  would  have  dared  him  in  the  face,  and 
it  would  jiot  have  well  confided  with  the  oblivion  intended  for  what 
had  pad  at  home,  to  have  been  very  drift  in  enquiring  into  tyranny 
in  the  colonies. 

*  He  wrote  to  the  Maffachufets  authority,  to  enquire  into  the 
flate  of  the  Indian  war,  and  with  an  air  of  bonding  concludes  his  let¬ 
ter,  “  From  him  who  has  the  honour  to  be  their  Majedies  lieute¬ 
nant  governor  and  commander  in  chief  of  the  colonv  of  Virginia, 

F.  Nicholfon.” 

been 
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i68gbeen  taken,  and  for  patting  an  end  to  the  war  *,  but  both 
he  and  Caftine  deceived  the  government.  Madocka- 
wando  proved  a  mod  virulent  enemy* 

The  Indians  ot  Penicook,  upon  Merrimack  river,  in  the 
fpringot  the  year  1689,  profefling  great  friendfhip  to  Ma¬ 
jor  Waldron, of  Quochecho*,  were  civilly  treated  by  him, 
and  one  of  their  chiefs  were  lodged  in  his  garrifon.  The 
Indian,  in  the  night,  opened  the  gate  to  a  great  number  of 
Saco  and  Penicook  Indians,  who  lay  hovering  round  it. 
They  killed  the  major  and  twenty  two  others,  and  carried 
away  twenty-nine  captives,  and  plundered  and  burnt  the 
neighbouring  houfes.  The  authority  at  Bofton  were 
equally  anxious  for  the  prote&ion  and  defence  of  the 
people,  as  it  they  had  been  within  the  colony,  and  fent 
out  forces  for  their  relief.  Intelligence  arrived,  loon  after, 
ot  mifehief  done  in  feveral  parts  of  the  county  of  York, 
or  province  of  Main,  and,  on  the  226  of  Auguft,  the  fort 
at  Pemaquid,  the  command  of  which  (being  garrifoned  by 
14  men  only)  was  given  to  one  Weemes,  an  officer  Sir 
Edmund  had  left  there,  was  befieged  by  the  Indians.  It 
was  fo  fituated  as  to  be  overlooked  from  a  rock  near  to  it  ffi. 
From  thence  the  Indians  galled  the  garrifon  to  fuch  de¬ 
gree,  that  the  next  day  they  capitulated  upon  terms,  which 
were  kept  with  Indian  faith,  fome  of  the  men  being 
butchered,  and  the  others  carried  captive.  There  were  no 
hopes  of  fecurity  by  fea  or  land,  the  French  from  Quebec 
inftigating  the  Indians,  and  joining  parries  with  them,  and 
the  French  from  Acadie,  by  their  fmall  privateers,  infeft- 
ing  the  coafls,  and  taking  many  veffels.  In  the  winter, 
therefore,  the  general  court  were  meditating  an  attempt 
both  upon  Port- Royal  and  Quebec.  Sir  William  Phips  J 

came 

*  In  New  Hampfhire. 

f  Both  Engbfh.  and  French  have  fell  inf.o  the  like  mi  (lake,  in  the 
ftctiation  ot  leveral  forts,  built  (dice  that  time. 

J  Sir  William  Phips  was  a  New-England  man,  born  at  Pemaquid 
in  1650,  where  he  kept  fheep  until  he  was  eighteen  years  old,  then 
was  an  apprentice  to  a  fbip  carpenter.  When  he  was  free,  be  fet  up 
hss  trade,  and  built  a  flnp  at  Sheepfcote.  After  that,  he  followed 
the  iea,  and  hearing  ot  a  Spanifh  wreck  near  the  Bahamas,  he  gave 

fuch 
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came  to  New-England  in  the  fummer  of  1689.  He  was  i6S^ 
thought  the  fitted  perfon  for  the  command  of  the  forces. 

Eight  fmall  veffels,  with  feven  or  eight  hundred  men,  was 
thought  afufficienc  force  for  Port-Royal. 

The  fleet  failed  the  2  8  th  of  April,  and  returned  the  30th  1690 
of  May.  The  fort  at  Port-Royal  being  in  no  capacity  to 
ftand  a  fiege,  furrendered  with  little  or  no  refiftance.  Sir 
William  took  pofleffion  (as  appears  by  his  journal)  of  the 
whole  fea  coaft  from  Port-Royal  to  Penobfcot  and  the 
New-England  fettlements.  The  plunder  was  thought  equal 
to  the  whole  expence.  But  this  was  conje&ure.  The  acqui- 
fition  was  fo  eafy  that  the  court  were  confirmed  in  the  pro- 
fecution  of  their  defign  upon  Canada.  Befides,  the  ravages 
began  upon  the  frontiers  by  French  and  Indians,  as  foon  as 
the  fpring  opened,  made  it  appear  more  neceflary  than 
ever.  Calco  fort,  with  above  100  perfons,  was  befieged* 
and  taken,  whilft  the  forces  were  gone  to  Port-Royal. 
There  was  a  ftill  further  inducement,  they  hoped  to  re- 


fuch  an  account  of  it  in  England,  that  in  1683,  he  was  appointed 
commander  of  one  of  the  King’s  frigates,  the  Algier  Role  ot  18 
guns,  and  went  in  fearch  of  it,  but  failed.  Soon  after,  being  fitted 
out  by  the  Duke  of  Albemarle  upon  a  fecond  voyage,  he  was  more 
fuccefsful,  and  brought  home  a  treafure  of  near  three  hundred 
thoufand  pounds,  his  own  lhare  being  about  fixteen  thoufand  pounds 
only.  The  King  knighted  him.  He  was  foon  after  appointed 
high  fheriff  of  New-England,  which  he  accepted  with  a  view  to 
ferve  his  country,  under  a  tyrannical  government,  but  he  could  do 
ho  fervice,  and  was  in  England  again  in  1688.  King  James,  about 
the  time  of  his  abdication,  offered  him  the  government  of  New- 
England.  It  was  not  a  time  to  accept  of  it.  Sir  William  had  the 
character  of  an  honed  man.  His  education  was  very  low.  He  was 
of  a  hady  temper,  and  being  a  dout  man,  he  would  ufe  his  cane 
and  fid  after  he  was  governor.  Some  indances  of  this  fort  with  a 
captain  of  a  man  of  war  and  a  colle&or  occafioned  complaints 
againd  him  in  England,  which  he  was  fent  for  to  anfwer,  and  fo 
far  judified  or  excufed  his  pad  conduct,  that  he  was  returning  to 
his  government,  when  he  fell  fick  and  died,  and  was  buried 
in  St.  Mary  Woolnoth  church,  London.  By  a  feries  of  for¬ 
tunate  incidents,  rather  than  by  any  uncommon  talents,  he 
rofe  from  the  lowed  condition  in  life  to  be  the  fird  man  in  his 


country. 

*  May  iyth. 
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1690  commend  themfelves  to  the  King’s  favour,  and  to  obtain 
1  c"e  eftablifliment  oftheir  government.  A  fmall  veffel  had 
been  fent  to  England  exprefs,  the  beginning  of  April,  with 
a  reprefentation  of  the  expofed  ftate  of  the  colony,  and  the 
neceffity  of  the  reduction  of  Canada,  and  praying  for  a 
fupply  of  arms  and  ammunition,  and  a  number  of  the  Kincr’s 
frigates  to  attack  the  French  by  fea,  whilft  the  colony 
forces  fhould  march  by  land  and  perform  their  parts  *: 

*  -7“  The  confideration  of  the  premifes,  hath  .put  the  govern¬ 
ment  here  upon  fending  a  veffel  on  purpofe  to  give"  their  Majefties 
and  moil  honorable  privy  council  a  true  information  of  the  pre- 
lent  condition  of  thefe  their  Majefties  colonies.  Sundry  planta¬ 
tions  eaflerly,  in  the  province  of  Maine£&re  utterly  ruinated  and  de¬ 
populated.  The  war  was  began  there  the  fummer  1688,  and  about 
700  foldiers  then  levied  in  this  colony  by  Sir  Edmund,  and  fent 
thither,  the  charge  whereof  is  not  yet  defrayed. ---Laft  fummer  we 
had  as  great  a  number,  or  more,  in  conftant  pay  ;  the  whole  of 
the  rates  already  made  amount  to  more  than  ‘twenty  thoufand 
pounds.  This  people  are  now  fo  very  poor,  that  many  profefs  they 
have  not  corn  for  their  families,  and  thofe  to  whom  wages  are  due, 
cry>  that  if  they  have  them  not,  they  and  their  families  mull  ftarve! 
”  7  here  being  now  wars  between  Holland  and  France,  fo  me  are 
fearful  left  tne  Hollanders  fhould  eifay  the  poiTefling  themfelves  of 
Canada,  and  though  it  is  hopeful  they  may  prove  better  neighbours 
than  the  French,  yet,  confidering  the  damage  that  will  thereby 
be  fuflained  by  the  crown  of  England,  in  lofs  of  fifhery,  mail¬ 
ing,  furs,  See.  it  were  better  to  expend  two  or  three  thoufand 
pounds  for  the  gaining  that  place,  than  that  the  French,  or  Dutch 
either,  fhould  have  it.— -This  fmall  veffel,  coming  upon  this 
foie  errand  and  bufinefs,  to  ferve  their  Majefties  interefl,  muft 
not  be  permitted  to  return  empty.  We  have  confidence,  that, 
may  their  Majefties  have  a  true  information,  they  will  judge  the 
prefentwar  made  by  the  French  and  Indians  upon  their  fubje&s 
here,  to  be  more  their  Majefties  concern  than  their  fubjefts,  and 
will  not  fuller  them  to  fink  and  perifh  under  fo  heavy  a  burden, 
but  will  order  to  be  fentmut  of  the  King’s  ftore  four  or  five  hundred 
barrels  of  powder,  with  fhot  proportionable,  and  four  or  five  thou¬ 
fand  fuzees,  our  guns  being  many  of  them  loft  in  the  war. - 

fou  may  affure  their  Majefties  that  it  will  encourage  their  fubjefts 
here,  with  all  alacrity  of  mind,  to  ferve  their  Majefties  there¬ 
with,  for  reducing  the  French  in  Canada  to  their  Majefties  obe¬ 
dience,  if  their  Majefties  fhall  give  orders  for  a  fuitable  number 
of  frigates  to  attack  them  by  fea.” — Bop*  Gw.  Dwtfcrttfs  letter  to 
Sir  H.  Afourjl,  April  I,  1690. 

But 
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But  their  hands  were  too  full  in  England  to  give  any  at-  1690 
tendon  to  this  propofal.  The  Maflfachufets,  however, 
determined  to  proceed,  and  Connecticut  and  New-York 
engaged  to  furnilh  a  body  of  men.  Two  thoufand  were 
expected  to  march  by  Lake  Champlain  and  attack  Mont¬ 
real,  at  the  fame  time  that  the  forces  by  fea  fhould  be  be¬ 
fore  Quebec.  It  was  late  in  the  feafon  to  undertake  this 
great  affair,  but  they  tarried  longer  than  otherwife  they 
would  have  done,  in  expectation  of  the  itores  they  had  lent 
for  to  England.  None  arriving,  the  9th  of  Auguft  the 
fleet  failed  from  Nantafket.  There  were  between  thirty 
and  forty  veflels,  great  and  final!,  the  largeft  of  44  guns 
and  200  men,  perhaps  not  of  fuperior  llrength  to  a  flxth 
rate  man  of  war,  the  whole  number  of  men  about  two 
thoufand.  They  did  not  arrive  before  Quebec  until  the 
5th  of  October.  Great  dependence  was  had  upon  a  divifion 
of  the  French  force,  but  it  happened,  moll  unfortunately, 
that  the  forces  defigned  againft  Montreal  had  retreated, 
and  the  news  of  it  had  reached  Montreal  before  the  fleet 
arrived  at  Quebec,  fo  that  Count  Frontenac,  the  French 
general,  was  able  10  employ  the  whole  ftrength  of  Canada 
againft  this  little  army  *.  This  muft  have  ltruck  a  damp 

upon 

*  When  apian  is  thus  formed,  confiding  of  various  parts,  upon 
the  due  execution  of  every  one  of  which  the  fuccefs  of  the  whole 
depends,  it  mull  give  great  pain  to  men,  who  have  not  loft  all 
feeling,  not  to  have  it  in  their  power  to  perform  the  parts  afligncd 
them,  and  much  greater  to  have  been  guilty  of  neglect  or  un- 
faithfulnefs.  It  is  difficult,  at  this  day,  to  afcertain  the  caufe  of 
the  New-York  and  Connecticut  forces  failing.  A  letter  from 
Bolton  to  London,  Nov.  24th  1690,  fays,  “That  the  enemy  had 
notice  of  our  coming,  very  long  before  we  could  get  at  them, 
and  whereas  we  had  laid  in  beforehand,  that  the  five  nations  of 
the  weflern  Indians,  with  a  party  of  Englifh  from  Connecticut  and 
Albany,  fhould,  by  land,  alarm  the  French  quarters  about  Mont- 
real ;  it  fell  out  that,  when  thefe  were  upon  their  march,  fome 
that  therein  ferved  the  French  interefts,  by  their  wiles,  decoyed 
them  into  a  retreat  that  proved  unlucky  for  us.”  The  diffracted 
flate  of  the  government  of  New-York,  one  party  determined  to 
ruin  the  public  intereft  if  the  other  had  engaged  in  it,  muft  have 
contributed  to  this  difappointment.  Leifler  writes  in  a  rage 

C  c  2  to 
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1690  upon  the  fpirits  of  the  Englifh  forces,  and  they  could  have 
ut  little  hopes  of  lucceeding.  Le  Hontan,  a  French 
writer,  fays,  the  general  was  at  Montreal  when  he  heard 
the  news  of  the  fleet’s  being  in  the  river,  and  that,  if  the 
r^nglifh  had  made  their  defcent  before  his  arrival  at  Que¬ 
bec,  or  two  days  after,  they  would  have  carried  the  place 
without  ftriking  a  blow,  there  not  being  200  French  in 
the  city,  which  lay  open  and  expofed  on  all  hands,  but 
that  they  loft  three  days  in  confulting,  before  they 
came  to  a  refolution.  Succefs  is  wifdom  with  mankind  in 
general.  From  the  ill  fuccefs  of  this  undertaking,  both 
tnglifh  and  French  writers  have  treated  it  with  ridicule 
and  peculiar  contempt.  The  next  morning  after  the  fleet 
arrived.  Sir  William  lent  a  fummons  afhore.  If  it  was  too 
pompous,  the  anfwer  was  too  infolent.  The  Englifh  were 
called  hereticks  and  traytors,  and  told,  that  if  it  had  not 
been  for  the  revolution,  New-England  and  Canada  would 
have  been  all  one*  The  French  fay  the  Major  who  car¬ 
ried  the  fummons  was  threatned  with  a  gibbet,  and  had 
like  to  have  fvvooned.  No  notice  is  taken  of  this  in  the 
Englifh  journals.  And  it  is  not  likely  to  be  true.  An 

to  governor  Braddreet,  Sept.  15th  1690,  "  I  have  ufed  all  arguments 
and  means  poffible  to  reinforce  for  Canada,  but  by  Major  Win- 
throp’s  treachery  and  cowardice,  with  the  reit  of  his  tools,  hath 
rendered  the  work  altogether  impracticable,  his  errand  being  fo 
far  efFe&ed  as  to  leave  us  in  a  weaker  date  than  he  found  us. 
Neverthelefs,  we  defpair  not  in  the  lead  fo  to  maintain  that  pod, 
that  it  fhall  defy  him  and  all  his  adailants  ever  to  dare  attempt- 
ing  fuch  lewd  unaccountable  pra6lic.es  in  fuch  a  rebellious  manner, 
as  his  keeping  a  garrifon  in  Livingfton’s  houfe,  poding  centinels 
to  challenge  the  grand  rounds,  and  other  crimes,  not  only  to 
(top  our  proceedings  to  pafs  the  lake,  but  to  anfwer  the  ambitious 
ends  of  the  confederates  united  therein  to  divert  our  forces 
another  way.— --Good  God  !  how  monftrous  is  it,  under  pretence 
of  general  aflidance,  to  cover  their  particular  intereds  and  bring 
to  pafs  fuch  treacherous  purpofes.  Mr.  Livingdon,  that  betrayer 
of  the  province  and  arch  confederate  with  yourfeives,  being  willing 
to  have  expofed  us  to  the  remaining  inhabitants  ;  however,  God 
be  thanked,  we  had  thofe  that  made  early  provifion  againd  thefe 
devices', ” 

Thus  Wmthrop’s  chara£ler  feems  to  have  been  made  a  facrilice 
to  Leiiler’s  vanity  and  madnefs. 

attempt 
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attempt  was  made  to  land  the  next  day  (the  7th)  but  the  1690 
violence  of  the  wind  prevented.  The  8th,  they  landed 
all  the  effective  men,  amounting  to  between  twelve  and 
thirteen  hundred*.  They  were  fired  upon  from  the 
woods  by  French  and  Indians,  and  marched  in  diforder, 
and  did  not  attempt  tocrofs  Charles  river,  which  lay  be¬ 
tween  them  and  the  town.  Night  overtook  them.  Upon 
examining  a  delerter,  he  gave  them  luch  an  account  or  the 
ftrength  of  the  French,  as  difcouraged  them  from  ad¬ 
vancing  any  farther.  The  fhips  were  drawn  up  the  next 
evening  belore  the  town.  They  did  little  damage  to  the 
enemy,  but  were  much  fhattered  by  the  cannon  from  their 
batteries.  The  forces  continued  afhore  until  the  nth, 
rather  upon  the  defenfive,  when  they  embarked  with  pre¬ 
cipitation.  A  council  of  war  was  called  the  next  day,  and 
propofals  were  made  for  another  attempt,  after  a  few  days 
refrelhment  for  the  men  ;  but  tempeftuous  weather  came 
on,  which  drove  fome  of  the  vefl'els  from  their  anchors 
and  fcattered  the  whole  fleet,  and  they  made  the  belt  of 
their  way  back  to  Bofton,  where  Sir  William  arrived  the 
19th  of  November.  Some  of  the  fleet  were  blown  off  to 
the  Weft-Indies,  one  was  loft  upon  Anticofta,  andtwo  or 
three  were  wrecked  or  never  heard  of.  It  appears  by 
manufeript  letters,  that  about  two  hundred  men  were  loll 
by  the  enemy  and  ficknefs  -f .  The  fmall-pox,  which  pre¬ 
vailed  in  Bofton  before  they  failed,  had  got  into  the  army. 
Many  died  of  the  camp  difeafe  after  tneir  return,  and 
lpread  the  infection  among  the  inhabitants  of  Bofton. 

This  was  was  a  humbling  ftroke  to  New-England.  The 
return  of  the  New-York  and  Connedlicut  forces  was  the 
moft  vifiblecaufe  of  the  difappointment.  Walley,  who  had 
the  command  of  the  land  forces,  gave  in  a  journal  of  his 
proceedings  to  the  general  court.  His  conduct  was  cenfured 

by  particular  perlons,  but  there  was  no  public  enquiry. 

\ 

*  LeHontan  makes  them  three  times  that  number,  and  that  they 
left  300  dead  on  the  fpot. 

f  Sir  William  fays,  in  his  reprefentation  to  King  William,  that 
he  did  not  lofe  above  30  men  by  the  enemy, 
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1600  The  government  was  utterly  unprepared  for  the  return 

o  the  voices.  I  hey  feem  to  have  prefumed,  not  only 
upon  luceeis,  but  upon  the  enemy's  treafure  to  bear  the 
charge  of  the  expedition.  The  foldiers  were  upon  the 
point  of  mutiny  tor  want  of  their  wages It  was  utterly 
impracticable  toraife,  in  a  few  days,  fuch  a  fum  of  money 
as  would  be  neceffary.  An  act  v/as  palled  for  levying  the 
ium,  but  the  men  could  not  ftay  until  it  Fiould  be  brought 
into  the  treafury.  The  extreme  difficulty,  to  which  The 
government  was  thus  reduced,  was  the  occafi on  of  the  firft 
bills  of  ct edit  ever  iflfued  in  tne  colonies,  as  a  fubftitute  in 
place  ol  money  Fhe  debt  was  paid  by  paper  notes 
from  two  Failings  to  ten  pounds  denomination,  which  notes 
were  to  be  received,  for  payment  of  the  tax  which  was  to 
be  levied,  and  all  other  payments  in  the  treafury.  This 
was  a  new^experiment.  They  had  better  credit  than 
King  James’s  leather  money  in  Ireland,  about  the  fame 
rime.  But  the  notes  would  not  command  money,  nor  any 
commodities  at  money  price.  Sir  William  Phips,  itisfaid, 
exchanged  a  large  fum,  at  par,  in  order  to  give  them  credit. 
The  foldiers,  in  general,  were  great  fufferers,  and  could  get 
no  more  than  twelve  or  fourteen  Fallings  in  the  pound. 
As  the  time  of  payment  of  the  tax  approached,  the  credit 
oi  the  notes  was  railed,  and  the  government  allowing  five 
per  cent,  to  thole  who  paid  their  taxes  in  notes,  they  be¬ 
came  better  than  money.  This  was  gain  to  the  poFeflor, 
but  it  did  not  rcFore  to  the  poor  foidier  what  he  had  loft 
by  the  uifeount  Sir  William  Phips,  after  a  few  weeks 

tarry 


t  Arma  tenenti,  omnia  dat,  qui  jufla  negat. 

Barbadoes  was  the  firil  which  followed  the  example.  Mr. 
Wqodhricige,  a  New- Engl  and  man,  was  the  projector.  Their  bills 
bin.  '*  fo low,  tn at  theifland  was  inconfufion,  and  they  boon  aboliihed 
them.  All  the  colonies  upon  the  continent,  Nova-Scotia  excepted* 
have,  firil  or  laft,  with  very  different  fuccefs,  gone  into  the  fame 
mil)  I! '  cute.  It  may  be  made  a  query,  whether  the  project  of  a  land 
bank  in  England  in  the  reign  of  King  William,  which  entirely  failed, 
was  not  taken  from  this  expedient  of  New  England. 

A  i  he  government,  encouraged  by  the  refforation  of  credit  to  their 
bibs,  afterwards  i fill ed  others  for  charges  of  government.  They 

00  j 

obtained 
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tarry  in  Bofton,  embarked  for  England,  to  follicle  an  ex- 1690 
pedition  from  thence  againft  Canada,  the  government,  at 
the  fame  time,  fending  their  humbie  addrefs  to  then 

Majefties,  fliewing  the  neceffity  of  it. 

Whilst  the  forces  wsrc  gone  to  Ca,nadti>  snd  the  event 

uncertain,  the  Indians  pretended  to  be  difpofed  to  peace. 


obtained  good  credit  at  the  time  of  their  being  iffued.  The  cnarges  o. 
government  were  paid  in  this  manner  from  year  to  year.  Whilft  the 
fum  was  fmall,  iilver  continued  themeafure,  and  bills  continued  that 
value.  When  the  charges  of  government  cncreafed,  after  t.w 
fecond  expedition  to  Canada  in  1711,  the  bi  s  i  ^ewi  - 
creafed,  and  in  the  fame  or  greater  proportion  the  iilver  and 
o-oid  were  fent  out  of  the  country.  There  being  a  cry  of  fcarcity 
of  money  in  1714,  the  government  caufed  50,000b  to  be  liiued, 
and  in  1716,  ioo,oool.  and  lent  to  the  inhabitants,  to  tc  pni  m 
at  a  certain  period,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  pafs  as  money,  hanus 
were  mortgaged  for  fecurity.  As  foon  as  the  filver  and  go^ 
were  gone  and  the  bills  were  the  foie  inftrument  of  commerce, 
pounds  {hillings  and  pence  were  altogether  ideal,  for  no  pollibm 
reafon  could  be  afligned  why  a  bill  of  twenty  lhi  bngs  °u 
bear  a  certain  proportion  to  any  one  quantity  of  filver  more  than 
another  :  Sums  in  bills  were  drawing  into  the  treafury  from  time 
to  time  by  the  taxes,  or  payment  of  the  loans,  but  then  other 
films  were  continually  iffuing  out,  and  all  the  bills  \Veie  pa. 
and  received  without  any  diftinCtion  either  in  public  or  private 
payments,  fo  that,  for  near  forty  years  together,  the  currency 
was  in  much  the  fame  Hate,  as  if  an  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
fterling  had  been  ftamped  in  pieces  ol  leather  or  paper  of  vaiion- 
denominations,  and  declared  to  be  tfic  money  of  the  government, 
without  any  other  fan  ft  ion  than  this,  that,  when  there  ihould  b~ 
taxes  to  pay,  the  treafury  would  receive  this  fort  ot  money,  and 
that  every  creditor  ihould  be  obliged  to  receive  it  from  his  debtor. 
Can  it  be  fuppofed  that  fuch  a  medium  could  retain  its  value  ? 
Jn  1702,  6s.  8d.  was  equal  to  an  ounce  of  filver.  In  1749,  5°.s* 
was  judged  equal  to  an  ounce  of  filver.  1  faw  a  five  {billing  bih 
which  had  been  iffued  in  1690  and  was  remaining  in  1749,  and 
was  then  equal  to  eight  pence  only  in  lawful  money,  and  fo  re¬ 
tained  but  about  one  eighth  of  its  original  value.  Such  was  the 
delufion,  that  not  only  the  bills  of  the  Maflachufets  government 
puffed  as  money,  but  they  received  the  hills  of  the  government  of 
Connecticut,  New-Hampfhire  and  Rhode  Ifland  alfo  as  a  currency. 
The  Maffachuf  ts  bills  paffed  alfo  in  thofe  governments.  In  1749 
bills  of  credit  were  abolifhed,  and  un  efs  the  evils  which  they  oc~ 
cafioned  fhould  be  forgotten,  the  government,  it  mult  be  prefumed, 
will  never  iffue  any  more. 

C  c  jl  Major 
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3  °^°  ^a'or  and  Major  Hutchinfon  f,  two  of  the  affiftants 
were  appointed  to  treat  with  them  at  Wells,  but  nothin*^ 
was  done.  On  the  29th  of  November,  fix  of  the  chiefs” 

viz  Edgeremet,  Toqualmot,  Watombamet,  Naiftumbuit:’ 

Walombee,  and  John  Hawkins  *,  brought  in  ten  captives’ 
and  in  behalf  of  the  Penicook,  Wjnnapilfiaukee,  Oflfapy’ 
Pigwacket,.  Amafcoggin,  Pejepfcor,  Kenebeck  Indians’ 
and  all  adjacent  places,  within  the  territories  of  thofe 
Sagamores,  agreed  upon  a  truce  until  the  firft  of  May  en¬ 
duing,  upon  which  day  they  were  to  meet  at  the  houfe  of 
lieutenant  Storer,  in  Wells,  and  to  bring  in  ail  the  Engiifh 
captives,  and  to  fettle  articles  for  a  firm  and  iafting  peace. 
This  agreement  was  made  at  Sagadehoc,  with  Capt.  John 
Alden,  appointed^ by  the  governor  and  council  for  that 

purpofe.  In  confequence  of  this  truce,  the  land  enioved 
reft  for  the  winter. 

£691  At  the  day  appointed,  Mr.  Danforth,  the  deputy 
governor,  and  leveral  others,  with  a  proper  guard,  re¬ 
paired  to  Wei  s,  but  no  Indians  appeared.  Capt.  Con- 
verfe  went  out,  and  meeting  with  lome  of  them,  they 
came  in,  bringing  two  captives  with  them,  and  promifed 
in  twenty  days  to  bring  in  all  the  reft.  The  deputy 
governor  returned  difappointed,  and  a  frefh  fupply  of  35 
men  were  fent  to  Storer’s  houfe,  where  they  were  fcarcdy 
arrived,  when,  on  June  9th,  an  attack  was  made  upon  the 
garrifon  by  200  Indians,  with  Moxus,  a  noted  Sachem,  at 
their  head  ;  but  the  fortunate  arrival  of  thefe  recruits  pre¬ 
vented  the  enemy  from  fucceeding.  Divers  were  killed 
at  Berwick,  Exeter  and  Cape  Nidduck.  A  fmall  army 
was  lent  into  the  eaftern  country  by  fea,  which  landed  at 
Maquoit,  and  marched  to  Pejepfcot,  but  met  with  none  of 

t  Grandfon  to  Mrs.  Hutchinfon. 

*  I  he  lft.it  received  his  name  from  the  Engl  10),  his  Indian  name 
not  mentioned.  The  others  are  names  of  dignity,  it  being  their 
cuitom  when  one  chief  dies  to  give  the  name  to  his  iucceifor  in  office, 
too  ugh  not  pf  his  family.  There  weie  an  Edgeremet  and  Nar£tom- 
buit  at  the  treaty  of  Falmouth  in  1749.  Toxus  has  been  the  name 
of  a  Nornclgewock  chief  for  divers  fucceflions.  Perhaps  from  the 
fame  caufe  that  the  Pharaohs  and  Ptolemies  kept  up  thofe  namesj|in 
Egypt,  a  refpebt  for  them  that  firft  bore  them. 


the 
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the  enemy.  As  the  Englifh  were  re-embarking,  they  w  ce  1691 
attacked  by  a  great  body  of  Indians.  Their  veffels  were 
aground.  Englifh  and  Indians  kept  firing  all  night.  The 
Indians  were,  by  thisarmy,  diverted  from  going  over  to  the 
Ifles  of  Shoals,  which  they  intended  to  have  done.  The 
frontiers  were  unmolefted  after  this,  until  the  28th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  when  7  people  were  killed  and  taken  at  Berwick, 
and  the  next  day,  between  20  and  30  at  Sandy-beach  ; 
and  in  Oftober,  a  family  was  deftroyed  at  Rowley,  and 
another  at  Haverhill.  On  the  25th  of  January,  the  town 
of  York  was  deftroyed.  Moft  of  the  houfes  were  un¬ 
guarded.  A  gun,  fired  by  the  Indians,  caufed  many  of  the 
inhabitants  to  run  to  their  doors.  They  found  themfelves 
furrounded  with  Indians  •,  about  50  of  the  Englifh  were 
killed  upon  the  fpot,  and  near  an  hundred  captivated. 

The  minifter,  Shubael  Dummer,  who  was  in  great  efteem, 
was  {hot  dead,  as  he  was  mounting  his  horfe  at  his  door, 
and  his  wife  and  family  made  prifoners.  They  fet  fire  to 
the  houfes,  four  fortified  houfes  only  holding  out  againit 
them,  viz.  Alcock’s,  Prebles’s,  Harman’s,  and  Norton's. 

A  party  of  men  were  fent  from  Portfmouth,  but  too  late 


to  give  relief. 


Whilst  thecolony  was  thus  diftrefifed  within  themfelves, 
their  enemies  in  England  took  the  advantage  of  their  di- 
ftreffes,  and  ufed  them  as  an  argument  againlt  the  reftitu- 
tion  of  the  charter,  imputing  all  to  the  bad  adminiftration 
of  government.  The  difference  between  their  agents  alio 
increafed.  Mr.  Wifwall,  a  minifter  of  Plimouth  colony,  a 
gentleman  of  piety  and  learning,  was  in  Bofton  when  Mr. 
Cooke  and  Oakes  were  about  to  embark,  and  he  was  de- 
fired  to  go  with  them.  He  had  no  credentials.  He 
joined  in  politicks  with  Mr.  Cooke,  rather  than  with  Mr. 
Mather.  The  people  of  Plimouth  were  extremely  defirous 
of  continuing  a  feparate  government,  but  if  that  could  not 
be  obtained,  they  clioieto  be  annexed  to  the  Maffachufets, 
rather  than  New- York.  When  Mr.  Slaughter  was  ap¬ 
pointed  governor  of  New-York,  Plimouth  was  put  into 
his  commiffion,  but  by  theinduftry  and  difereet  application 

of 
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?ep  i  of  Mr.  Mather,  the  commiffion  was  altered  *.  An  order 
after  this,  was  ifiued  to  the  Lords  chief  juftices.  Holt 
and  Pollcxfen,  and  the  attorney  and  follicitor  general  + 
to  draw  up  a  new  charter  for  the  Maflachufets,  and  Pli- 
mouth  was  included  in  it.  When  Mr.  Wifwall  underftood 
this,  he  oppoled  it,  in  hopes  of  obtaining  a  feparate  grant. 
A  his  oftended  the  follicitor  general,  and  he  (truck  out 

Plimouth, 


tW  „  .1  ’  rem,°Ve  aI1  exceP£!'0^  obtained  the  opinion  of 

three  great  lawyers  upon  the  eafe  of  that  cdony,  which  was  as  follows. 

.  The  corporation  of  Conneaicut  colony  in  New-England,  not 
having  under  their  public  feal  furr.  ndered  their  charter,  and  there  be¬ 
ing  no  furrender  upon  record,  only,  when  it  was  propofed  to  them,  bv 
tne  late  King  James  that  they  Ihould  take  their  choice,  whether  thev 
would  be  under  the  governor  of  New-York  or  of  Bolton,  they 
humbly  prayed,  that  they  might  llill  enjoy  the  privilege  of  chafin', 
their  own  governor  according  to  their  charter,  but,  if  the  Kin? 
was  refolved  otherwife  they  faid  they  had  rather  be  under  Bolton 
tnan  under  New-York.  After  which,  Sir  Edmund  Andros  did. 

y  a  commiffion  from  the  late  King  James,  invade  the  liberty  of 
£'1S  PeoPle  In  th,at  colony,  and  exercife  a  government  over  them 
contrary  to  their  charter,  which  they  moil  unwillingly  fubmitted 
to'  Eut  Iincc  the  late  happy  revolution  in  England,  the  people 
ot  Connecticut  have  chofen  a  governor  and  afliftants  according;  to 
*neu  charter,  and  doubt  not  but  that  they  have  a  legal  rivht  to 
their  former  privileges.  & 

^3*  Whether  the  charter  belonging  to  Connecticut  in  New- 
England  is,  by  means  of  their  involuntary  fubmifiion  to  Sir  Ed¬ 
mund  Audios  s  government,  void  in  law  lo  as  that  the  Ivin?  may 
M.nd  a  governor  to  them  contrary  to  their  charter  privileges,  when 
.there  lias  been  no  judgment  entered  againii  their  charter  nor  any 
Surrender  thereof  upon  record.  J 

I  am  of  opinion,  that  iuch  fubmifiion  as  is  put  in  this  cafe  doth 
7,01  inya:;uf e  tae  charter,  or  any  of  the  powers  therein  which  were 
granted  unaer  the  great  leal,  and  that  the  charter,  not  being-  furren- 
dvred  under  the  common  feal,  and  that  furrender  duly  enrolled  of 
record,  nor  any  judgment  entered  of  record  againil  it,  the  fame  re- 
maino  good  ana  valid  in  law,  and  that  the  corporation  may  lawfully 
execute  the  powers  and  privileges  thereby  granted,  notwithflanding 
Juch  fubmifiion  and  appointment  of  a  governor  as  aforefaid. 


2 d.  Aug.  i6qo. 

I  am  of  the  fame  opinion 

A 

ground  of  doubt. 

I  am  of  the  fame  opinion. 

s'  I 

Treby  and  Somers. 


Ed.  Ward. 
a:  this  matter  is  dated  there  is  no 

Geo.  Treby. 
j,  Somers.” 

The 
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Plimouth,  and  it  was  again  intended  they  fhould  be  an-  1691 

"nexed  to  New- York.  When  this  news  reached  the  colony 

of  Plimouth,  many  people  were  alarmed,  yet  their  general 

court  perfifted  in  defiring  Sir  Henry  Alhurft,  their  agent, 

to  apolv  for  a  feparate  charter,  wichout  fignifying,  that 

thev  chofe  to  be  joined  to  the  Mafiachufets,  rather  than  to 

New- York,  nor  could  they  raife  any  money,  the  people 

about  Briftol,  Dartmouth,  &c.  pretending  that  there  were 

no  hopes  of  any  charter  for  them,  nor  the  Mafiachufets 

neither.  The  fentiments  of  many  of  the  beft  men  in  the 

colony  were  known  to  Mr.  Mather,  otherwife,  it  is  not 

improbable,  Plimouth  would  finally  have  been  included  in 

New-York  commifiion,  although  near  300  miles  diftant  . 

When 


The  nvoceedings  againft  Rhode  Ifland  having  been  very  near  the 
fame  with  chofe  againft  Connctticut,  the  fame  opinion  would  ferve  to 
iuftify  them  in  reaffuming  their  charter.  The  refufal  of  the  Maffa- 
chufets  houfe  of  deputies  to  comply  with  the  demands  of  an  arbitrary 
Prince,  and  to  make  the  like  fubmiflion  which  the  other  two  coiomes 
had  done,  caufed  a  judgment  againft  their  charter,  and  however 
equitable  a  re-affumption  might  have  been,  yet  they  were  barred  from 
a  lawful  claim  to  it. 

*  Your  fervice  in  keeping  us  from  New-York,  and  all  other  inti¬ 
mations  for  the  good  of  this  colony  is  thankfully  received,  and  it 
would  have  been  well  pleafmg  to  myfelf  and  fundry  others  of  the 
meft  thinking  men,  who  are  defirous  of  fupporting  the  mimitry 
and  fehools  of  learning,  to  have  been  annexed  to  Bodon,  yet  the 
created:  part  of  the  people,  and  of  our  deputies,  are  molt  defirou  > 
of  obtaining  a  charter  for  themfelves,  if  poflible  to  be  procured, 
though,  fo Tar  as  I  can  difeern,  they  had  much  rather  be  annexed 
to  the  Mafiachufets  than  to  New-York,  yet  are  not  willing  to 
have  it  mentioned,  leit  it  fhould  divert  any  endeavours  for  oo- 

tain  in  g  a  di  Hindi  charter  for  themfelves. - It  was  voted,  that  two 

hundred  pounds  fhould  be  raifed  by  a  voluntary  contribution.  On 
trial  made,  though  fome  particular  men  and  towns  did  contribute 
liberally,  yet  others,  by  reafon  of  the  great  charge  of  the  war, 
and  partly  being  difeouraged  by  fome  leading  men,  telling  them 
that  they  would  but  throw  away  their  money,  that  they  would 
never  he  like  to  obtain  a  charter,  nor  you  neither  for  the  Mak 
fachufets,  thereby,  the  fum  propofed  (ell  confiderably  fhort,  and 
by  the  courts  order,  the  whole  fum  not  being  railed,  none  was 

to  be  fent. - -Not  being  in  a  capacity  to  make  rates  for  the 

equal  defraying  the  charge,  I  fee  little  or  no  likelihood  of  obtain- 
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691  r  Mather  found  it  impoffible  to  obtain  the 

reftitution  of  the  old  charter,  his  next  care  was  to  preferve 
as  many  of  the  privileges  contained  in  it  as  he  could! 

Mr ^TnT  Afilur,ii  j°med  wich  him  in  a11  his  meafures. 
Mr.  Cooke  was  for  the  old  charter,  or  none  at  all.  Mr 

Oakes,  the  other  agent,  joined  with  Mr.  Cooke  f .  It  was 
doubtful  whether  they  had  authority,  by  their  inftruftions, 
to  fo] licit  for  any  ocher.  In  the  firft  draught  of  a  new 
charter,  the  governor  only  was  referved  to  the  King  the 
deputy  governor  and  council,  and  other  oficers,  were  to 
be  chofen  by  the  people,  and  the  governor  had  no  nega¬ 
tive  in  any  cafe.  This  draught  was  made  by  the  attorney 
general,  according  to  what  he  took  to  be  the  King’s  mind 
as  expreffed  in  council.  It  was  prefented  at  the  council 


board  the  Sch  of  June  1691  *,  when  it  was  objected,  tha% 


it 


by 


sng  a  charter  for  us,  untefs  their  Majefties  out  of  their  royal 
bounty  and  clemency  graciouily  pleafe  to  grant  it,  fub  forma  pau- 

K7',  °  ‘h6!!  P°°r  but  loyal  iubjefts  of  tilis  colony.  J.  Hinkle?  to 
Mato,  r,  Oelob.  1 6.  1691.  The  charter  was  complete  before  this 
letter  could  arrive.  r 

f  Mr,  Oakes,  however,  iigned  the  petition  for  a  new  charter,  al¬ 
though  Mr.  Cooke  refufed, 

*  Whilft  the  Mafiachufets  agents  were  folliciting  a  charter  for 
that  colony,  a  piojeft  was  fet  on  foot,  by  Doftor  Cox,  for  forming 
a  grant,  colony  or  Bate,  more  extenftve  than  all  the  other  colonies 
together,  ^he  original  draught  of  a  charter  has  this  entry  upon 
2t,  “  In  trie  council  chamber  at  Whitehall,  the  zzd  of  Auo-uft 
Ib]°:  The  right  honorable  the  lords  of  the  committee  for  trade 
and  foreign  plantations,  are  pleafed  to  refer  the  confideration  of  this 
draught  of  a  grant,  to  Mr.  Attorney  general,  who  is  defired  to  con- 
fiaer  how  r  ir  the  fame  is  confining  with  law,  and  to  report  his 
opinion  thereupon  to  the  committee,  William  Blathwait.”  The 

Attorney  general  runs  thus,  “  May  it  pleafe  your 
lord  hups,  in  obedience  to  your  order  of  reference,  I  have  perufed 
this  draught,  and  I  conceive  their  Majefties  may  ere£t  fuch  a  corpo¬ 
ration  (as  is  here  purported)  and  enable  them  topurchafe  fuch  lands 
and  <percife  government  in  the  fame.  But  the  claufe  of  confif- 
eating  the  Blips  and  goods  of  their  Maj cities  fubjefts,  who  /hall 
trade  to  fuch  place  without  the  company's  permidion,  will  not  be 
good  inlaw.  Alfo  lome  caufes,  particularly  about  the  oaths  and 
courts  and  officers,  need  be  more  dearly  and  intelligibly  penned 
Geo.  Treby,  Aug.  *2 5th  l6go/' 

By 
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by  fuch  a  charter  as  this,  the  King’s  governor  would  be  1690 
iade  a  governor  of  clouts*,”  and  an  order  paired  for  pre- 
aring  the  heads  of  another  draught.  When  they  were 
repared,  a  copy  was  given  to  Mr.  Mather,  with  an  order 
orn  their  Lordlhips,  that  “  if  the  agents  were  not  fatisfied 
lerewith,  they  fhould  bring  in  their  objections  to  the 
:torney  general.”  Mr.  Mather  was  fo  difTatisfied,  that 
e  declared  he  would  fooner  part  with  his  life  than  con- 

fent 

By  this  charter,  certain  perfons  were  to  be  made  a  corporation, 
ipable  in  law  to  plead  and  be  impleaded,  &c.  and  to  acquire  and 
urchafe  lands  goods  and  chattels  of  the  feveral  natives  and  other 
habitants  of  that  part  of  the  continent  of  America,  lying  and 
sin g  in  breadth  from  36  1 -half  degrees  of  north  latitude,  which 
the  northerly  bounds  of  Carolina,  to  46  i-half  degrees  of  north 
.titude,  and  in  length  from  the  pacifick  ocean,  otherwife  called  the 
•uth  fea,  unto  the  wefterly  bounds  of  the  Englilh  colonies  of  New- 
ork,  New-Jerfey,  Penfylvania,  Maryland  and  the  heads  of  the 
reat  rivers,  in  a  certain  ridge  of  mountains,  feparating  the  colony 
:  Virginia  from  the  reft  of  the  continent,  which  runs  into  the 
ly  of  Chefipeak  and  from  thence  into  the  atlantic  ocean,  to¬ 
other  with  all  iflands,  lakes,  quarries,  mines,  & c.  and  all  appur- 
nances  whatfoever,  to  hold  ufe  and  to  give  grant  and  difpofe  of 
ie  fame,  in  as  ample  manner  as  any  other  corporation  within  the 
aim  of  England  might  or  could  do. 

The  governor,  deputy- governor,  and  affiftants,  were  to  be  annu- 
ly  chofen  by  the  company  in  England. 

They  had  power  to  caufe  to  be  tranfported  fubje&s  and  ftrangers, 
fo  goods,  chattels,  and  merchandize. 

None  were  to  inhabit  or  dwell  within  the  bounds  of  the  patent, 

■  to  trade  with  the  natives,  without  leave  of  the  corporation. 

All  who  fhould  go  thither,  or  be  born  there,  to  have  the  liberty  of 
ee  and  natural  born  fubjedts. 

Power  to  eftablifh  provinces,  counties,  cities,  towns,  diftridls 
id  jurifdi&ions,  as  fhould  be  thought  fit. 

Under  their  common  feal  in  the  King’s  name,  to  appoint  Judges, 
iftices,  fheriffs,  conftables,  and  all  other  officers  civil  and  military. 

By  fuch  commanders,  governors  and  officers  as  fhould  be  ap- 
>inted  bv  the  corporation  to  eredt  forts,  & c.  to  affemble  and  put 
warlike  pofture  the  inhabitants,  and  to  encounter  by  fea  and  land 
l  perfons  invading,  annoying,  &c. 

A  general  court  eftablilhed,  each  city  or  borough  to  fend  two 
embers,  with  power  to  make  laws,  &c.  for  the  royal  approbation, 
raife  taxes  for  the  fupport  and  defence  of  the  colony. 

Free  liberty  of  confidence  to  all  the  inhabitants. 

*  Mather’s  Narrative* 
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1691  fent  to  them.  He  was  told  cc  the  confent  of  the  agent* 
was  not  defired  ;  the  agents  of  New-England  wer?  noi 
plenipotentiaries  from  a  fovereign  ftate  ;  if  they  declarec 
they  would  not  fubmit  to  the  King’s  pleafure,  his  Majefty 
would  fettle  the  country,  and  they  might  take  what  would 
follow.”  Sir  Henry  Alhurft,  with  Mr.  Mather,  drew  up. 
notwithftanding,  their  objections  againft  the  minutes,  in- 
fifting  upon  the  King’s  promife,  and  that  charters  might  a; 
well  be  refufed  to  be  reftored  to  any  of  the  corporations  in 
England,  where  they  had  been  taken  away,  as  to  New-Eng¬ 
land  j .  T  lie  objections  weie  prefented  to  the  attorney  gene¬ 
ral 

f  Hampden,  upon  this  occauon,  defired  the  opinion  of  IVIr. 
Hooke,  a  counfellor  of  note,  which  he  gave  as  follows  ; 

“  There  are  two  parties  which  follicit  the  affairs  of  New-Enp-land, 

1.  Tnole  who  labour  for  an  union  of  the  whole  territory  under  a 
captain-general,  who  fhould  govern  by  commiffion  from  "the  Kin? 
without  any  refpedt  to  former  charters. 

Againft  this  party,  it  is  juftly  objected,  that  a  people,  who 
fome  years  fince,  left  their  native  country  for  the  fake  of  their  con¬ 
sciences,  and  adventured  to  inhabit  a  wildernefs,  which  had  juft 
before  been  fwept  of  its  inhabitants  by  a  dreadful  plague,  who  had 
added  lo  many  of  the  heathen  to  the  inheritance  of  our  bleffed 
Savior,  which  no  other  chriftian  planters  have  done,  who  have  added 
fo  great  a  territory  to  the  Engliih  empire,  and  are  fo  ufeful  to  all 
other  Englifh  plantations,  who,  rather  than  break  with  England 
fubinitted  to  the  Turkifti  commiilion  of  Sir  Edmund  Andros,  and 
who  have  maintained  civility  beyond  any  other  people  on  earth, 
.1  ia y,  that  iuch  a  people  lhould  have  their  whole  conftitution 
overturned  by  a  new  fort  of  government,  would  be  hard  and  un¬ 
reasonable.  I  hat  foi  the  prefent  government  to  do  all  this,  by 
taking  advantage  of  the  arbitrary  and  juftly  exploded  proceedings 
of  the  laft  reign,  would  be  icandalous  and  diihonorable. 

2.  The  other  party,  labour  to  have  the  feveral  charters  of  the  re- 
fpeftive  colonies  reftored. 

Againft  them,  it  is  juftly  objefled,  that  a  bare  reftoration  of  their 
charters,  and  efpecially  of  the  Maflachufets,  would  be  of  no  fervicc 
at  all,  as  appears  both  from  the  charter  itfelf  and  the  practice  of 
that  colony,  who  have  hardly  purfued  the  terms  thereof  in  any 
one  inilancc,  which  hath  given  colour  to  evil  minded  men  to  give 
them  difturbance. 

1.  As  to  the  charter  itfelf,  that  colony,  fhould  they  have  their 
charter,  would  want. 


1  ft.  Power 
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ral  and  laid  before  the  council,  and  a  copy  fent  to  the  King  16gi 
in  Flanders,  but  all  had  no  effedt.  The  King  approved  of 
the  minutes,  and  difiiked  the  objedtions  made  to  them,  and 
the  charter  was  drawn  up  by  Mr.  Blaithwait*  according  to 
them.  The  only  queftion  with  the  agents  was,  whether 
to  lubmit  to  this  new  fettlement,  or  to  fignify  to  the  mi- 
nifters  of  ftate  that  they  had  rather  have  no  charter  atalL 
Mr.  Cooke  continued  firm  to  his  firft  principles,  and  as  he 
would  never  take  any  one  ftep  towards  obtaining  the 
charter,  fo  he  utterly  refufed  to  accept  of  it,  when  granted, 

lit.  Power  to  call  a  parliament,  or  felett  affembly,  for  there, 
many  thoufand  freemen  have,  thereby,  an  equal  right  to  ft  in  their 
general  afTembly. 

2.  Power  to  lay  taxes  and  raife  money,  efpecially  on  inhabitants 
not  being  of  *  the  company,  and  Grangers  coining  to  or  trading 
thither. 

4.  They  have  not  any  admiralty. 

5.  Nor  have  they  power  to  keep  a  prerogative  court,  prove 
wills,  &c. 

6.  Nor  to  ere£l  courts  of  judicature,  efpecially  chancery  courts. 

2.  The  deficiency  of  their  charter  appears  from  their  practice, 

wherein  they  have  not  had  any  refpeft  thereto,  but,  having  ufed  the 
aforefaid  powers  without  any  grant,  they  have  exercifed  their  charter 
powers,  alfo,  otherwife  than  the  charter  directed. 

1.  They  have  made  laws  contrary  to  the  laws  of  England. 

2.  Their  laws  have  not  been  under  their  feal. 

3.  They  have  not  ufed  their  name  of  incorporation. 

4.  They  have  not  ufed  their  feal  in  their  grants. 

5.  They  have  not  kept  their  general  courts,  nor, 

6.  Have  they  oblerved  the  number  of  alfiftants  appointed  by  the 
charter. 

A  middle  way,  therefore,  feems  moll  defirable,  viz.  that  new 
charters  be  granted  to  the  refpedtive  colonies,  wherein  the  former  to 
be  recited,  and  the  proceedings  againfl  them  refpe&ively,  and  a. 
new  grant  made,  in  terminis,  by  the  words  grant  and  confirm,  and 
reciting  the  deficiency  in  the  former  charter,  all  thofe  powers  may 
be  veiled  in  the  government  of  the  Maffachufets  for  the  time  being  ; 
and  the  colonies  which  have  no  charters  to  be  annexed  to  the 
Maffachufets  colony, ”  &c. 

*  The  charter  has  been  fai.d  to  have  been  drawn  up  by  Sir  John 
Somers,  a  mi  flake  from  his  having  drawn  the  fiifl  which  was  re¬ 
fufed  ;  others  faid  it  was  done  by  Mr.  Locke.  There  are  fo  many 
inaccuracies  as  are  not  to  be  accounted  for,  if  done  by  either  of  thole 
great  men.  It  is  more  probable  they  fhould  come  from  Mr. 
Elathwayt. 
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i  and  he  endeavoured  to  prevent  the  colony  from  accept¬ 
ing  it  alfo  i".  Mr.  Wifwall’s  principles  and  conduit  were 
the  fame  with  Mr.  Cooke’s,  and  he  endeavoured  to  pre¬ 
judice  the  colony  of  Plimouth  againft  the  charter,  as 

London,  Nov.  4.  1601. 

f  Hon.  Sir, 

The  foregoing  went  by  Capt.  Blower,  foon  after  which,  Mr. 
Blathwayt  prepared  the  draught  of  the  charter,  which  was  agreed 
to  by  the  lords  of  the  committee,  and  afterwards  by  them  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  Lords  of  the  council  and  there  alfo  palled,  fo  as  the 
dedimus  was  hgned  by  the  lords  of  the  great  feal  October  the  7th, 
that  fo  the  feal  might  be  affixed  when  they  pleafed,  but  a  Hop 
was  put  thereto  for  fome  time,  and  it  was  given  out,  that  there 
would  be  no  further  proceeding  therein  till  the  King’s  return  to 
court,  who  was  then  expected  the  firft  fair  wind,  which  was  not 
till  the  19th  day,  but  fome  being  reftlefs  and  impatient  till  that 
matter  was  made  irretrievable,  got  it  to  pafs  the  great  feal  about 
two  days  before,  and  the  commiffion  and  inltruCtions  for  the  go¬ 
vernment  were  then  faid  to  be  alfo  prepared,  though  his  Majelty 
has  not  yet  declared  who  Ih all  be  the  governor,  and  lieutenant 
or  deputy  governor,  and  I  am  informed,  that  it  will  be  a  week 
at  leaft  before  he  will,  there  being  feveral  that  now  move  for  it 
befides  Sir  William,  and,  it’s  faid,  there  are  no  lefs  than  twenty 
that  lay  in  for  the  government  of  New-York.  I  have,  herewith, 
fent  a  copy  of  the  charter,  which,  in  fome  things,  you  will  find 
comes  Ihort  of  the  minutes,  and  the  province  of  New-Hampffiire 
left  out,  and  notwithllanding  the  country  of  Nova-Scotia,  &c.  is 
therein  granted,  yet  an  after-ciaufe  thereby  takes  away  all  the  right 
to  the  foil  to  the  eaftward  of  Sagadehock.  Had  any  petition  come 
from  New-Hampfhire,  refpeCting  their  dcfire  to  be  continued  under 
the  Maffachufets,  in  all  probability  it  had  been  granted  them,  but 
the  contrary  being  affirmed,  and  that  they  defired  to  be  diflinCt, 
gave  the  advantage  to  Mr.  Allen  to  gain  his  point,  which  doubt- 

lefs  will  be  much  to  their  prejudice. - When  the  court  fhall 

have  the  charter  before  them,  they  will  then  fee  how  far  it 
anfwers  their  defire  and  expectation,  and  know  what  they  have  to 
trull  to,  whom  1  pray  God  to  direCt  for  the  bell.  It  mult  be  re¬ 
membered,  that  you  have  no  plenipotentiaries  for  you  here,  and  if 
any  thing  faid  or  done  here,  by  any  employed  by  you,  Ihould  be 
conlh  ued  as  obliging  of  you,  you  know  how  far  you  have  obliged 
yourfelves  by  your  commiffions  aud  inltruCtions  to  them.  I  hope 
you  have  been  careful  not  to  perpetuate  any  public  revenue,  or  any 
officers  falary  or  itipend,  nor  large  fees,  &c.  Mr .  CookS s  Utter  to 
Gov,  Bradjh  cet* 
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other  did  that  of  the  Maflfachufets*  The  nomination  oFitfgo 
the  officers  referved  to  the  crown  was  left,  for  the  firft 
time,  to  the  agents,  or  rather  to  Mr.  Mather,  who  was 
confidered  as  injiar  omnium. 

Sir  Willi  am  Phips  was  the  perfon  recommended  for 
governor.  He  had  been  chofen  by  the  colony  an  affift- 
ant,  the  year  before,  and  was  acceptable  to  the  people  in 
general,  Mr.  Stoughton  had  been  appointed  deputy- 


* - I  do  believe  Plimouth  *s  filence,  Humphries  neglefl:,  and 

the  rafhnefs  and  imprudence  of  one  at  lea  ft  who  went  from  New- 
England  in  difguile  by  night,  hath  not  a  little  contributed  to  our 
general  difappointment.*— -Plimouth,  the  Maftachufets  as  far  weft: 
as  the  Narraganfet  country,  and  northward  3  miles  beyond  Merri¬ 
mack  river,  the  province  of  Mayne,  and  the  lands  from  Sagade- 
hoc  e  aft  ward,  as  far  as  the  cafternmoft  extent  of  Acadia  or  Nova- 
Scotia,  are  clapt  into  one  province,  under  fuch  reft  riflio  11s  as  I  be¬ 
lieve  will  not  be  very  acceptable  to  thofe  inhabitants  who  mud  lofe 
their  ancient  names.  There  are  in  the  new  charter  28  counfellors 
(of  which  4  for  Plimouth)  a  governor  and  deputy,  all  nominated 
oy  one,  who  afls  as  if  he  were  a  foie  plenipotentiary.  The 
governor,  deputy  and  fecretary  are  to  be  nominated  and  continued, 
only  durante  bene  placito ,  Sir  VP.  P.  hath  one  that  labours  hard 
for  his  advancement. —  I  only  refteft  on  New-England’s  condition, 
-under  this  juncture  of  providence,  much  like  that  of  the  Jews, 
under  Cyrus  afcending  the  throne  of  their  oppreflor.  At  his  firft 
appearance,  they  were  in  hope  to  rebuild  their  city  and  fanfluary, 
hut  were  deprived  of  their  expeflcd  privileges  all  his  days, 

t>y  ill-minded  counfellors. - All  the  frame  of  heaven  moves  upon 

■oue  axis,  and  the  whole  of  New-Eng'land’s  interefu  fee  ms  defigned 
>°  he  ibaden  on  Gne  bottom,  and  her  particular  motions  to  be 
concentrick  to  the.- Maftachufets  tropick.  You  know  who  are  wont 
to  trot  after  the  Bay  horfe.  Your  diftance  is  your  advantage,  by 
‘which  you  may  obferve  their  motions.  Yet  let  me  mind  you  of 
that  great  ftatefrrian,  Ecclcf.  vii.  14.  Few  wife  men  rejoice  at  their 
chains. — Doubtlcfs  it  would  be  accounted  hypociftfy  before  God, 
and  ground  of  dcfpair  among  men,  to  fee  any  perfon  receive  ar.d 
entertain  the  prefent  and  undeniable  evidences  of  his  difappoint- 
ment,  with  the  ufual  teftimonies  and  compliments  attending  tiic 
deftre  accompliftied.  Wifwall  to  Hinkley,  Nov.  5.  1691. 

f  “  Pray  let  me,  by  eight  o’clock,  have  the  names  you  would 
have  for  governor,  deputy  and  aftiftants,  that  I  may  give  them  to 
my  lord  prefident,”  &c.  Sir  H.  AJhurft  to  /.  Mather ,  Sept.  3,91. 
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1 69  iprefident  by  King  James,  and  although  he  had  not  re¬ 
covered  his  intereft  fo  far,  with  the  people,  as  to  obtain  a 
vote  for  an  affiftant,  yet  he  flood  v/ell  with  many  perfons 
of  influence,  particularly  with  Mr.  Mather,  the  fon,  who 
wrote  to  his  father  in  favour  of  him.  f  Mr.  Addington, 
the  fecretary,  was  at  that  time  fecretary  to  the  colony. 
The  emoluments  of  that  office  were  fmall,  compared  with 
the  duty,  and  fo  he  was  in  lefs  danger  of  a  competitor. 
The  28  counfellors  were  perfons  of  the  beft  charafters  in 
the  feveral  parts  of  the  colonies,  of  which,  by  the  charter, 
they  were  to  be  inhabitants  or  proprietors.  Several, j  who 
had  been  of  the  affiflants  chofen  by  the  people,  were  left 
out  of  the  number,  Mr.  Cooke  in  particular,  alfo  Thomas 
Danforth,  WilliamBrowne,  William  Johnfon,  John  Smith, 
Thomas  Oakes,  and  Jeremiah  Swayne.  All  thefe,  except 
Mr,  Browne,  who  was  fuppofed  to  have  been  too  com¬ 
pliant  with  Sir  Edmund,  were  rigidly  attached  to  the  old 
charter,  and  Mr.  Mather,  no  doubt,  expected  they  would 
appear  in  oppofition  to  the  acceptance  of  the  new  ;  for, 
however  extraordinary  it  may  appear,  the  people  of  the 
country  were  far  from  being  unanimous  in  lubmitting  to 
it,  expecting,  that  if  it  fhould  be  refufed,  they  might  main¬ 
tain  their  right  to  their  old  privileges.  They  thought  it 
would  be  a  Angular  hard  cafe,  that  the  effedls  of  the  late 
defpotifm  muff  be  felt  by  them  alone,  of  all  their  Ma¬ 
yflies  fubjefts  all  other  charters,  whether  there  had  been 
judgments  againfl  them,  or  whether  there  had  been  a 
furrender  only,  being,  by  one  means  or  other,  reftored. 
But,  it  was  faid,  there  was  this  difference  between  the 
cafe  of  the  Maffachufets  and  mod  of  the  other  charters. 
In  general,  there  was  no  room  for  legal  exception  to  the 
powers  exercifed  by  the  corporations,  but  the  Maffachufets 
charter  not  being  intended,  when  it  was  granted,  for  fuch 
government  as  is  neceffary  to  be  exercifed  in  a  colony 

f  Ci  Mr.  Stoughton  is  a  real  friend  to  New-England,  and  willing 
to  make  anv  amendment  for  the  mifcarriages  of  the  late  govern¬ 
ment.  I  with  that  you  might  be  able  to  do  any  thing  to  reitore 
him  to  the  tavear  ®f  his  country.”  Cotton  to  ItKreafe  Mather. 

remote 
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remote  From  its  mother  country,  a  reverfion  of  the  Former  1691 
judgment  would  have  been  of  no  lervice  \  and  Sii  George 
Treby  declared  to  Mr.  Mather,  Sir  John  Somers  and  the 
two  Lords  chief  juftices  being  prefent  and  aflenting  to  it, 
that  “  if  the  judgment  againft  the  charter  (hould  be  re- 
verfed,  and  the  government  fhould  exercife  thole  powers 
which,  before  the  quo  warranto,  they  had  done,  a  new 
writ  would  ififue  out  againft  them  in  Weftminfter-hall,  and 
there  would  be  a  judgment  againft  them,  and  fuch  an  one, 
as  that  there  would  be  no  room  for  a  writ  or  error.  By 
the  old  charter,  it  was  faid.  they  had  power  to.  imprifon 
or  inflict  punifliment,  in  criminal  cafes,  according  to  the 
courfe  of  corporations  in  England,  but  that,  unlefs  capital 
cafes  be  exprefsly  mentioned,  the  power  would  not  reach 
them ;  that  no  power  was  given  to  ere£t  judicatories  or 
courts  for  probate  of  wills,  or  with  admiralty  jurifduflion, 
nor  any  power  to  conftitute  a  houle  ot  deputies  or  repie- 
fentatives,  nor  to  impofe  taxes  on  the  inhabitants,  nor  to 
incorporate  towns,  colleges,  fchools,  &c.  which  powers  and 
privileges  had  been,  notwithstanding,  ufurped.  Whether 
many  of  the  corporations  in  England  had  not  deviated  as 
much  from  their  original  conftitution,  and  whe  her  par¬ 
ticular  perfons  are  not  pumfliable  tor  uiurpations,  and  not 
the  corporation  itfelf  extinguished  or  diflolved,  as  was 
urged  in  the  cafe  of  the  city  ot  London,  it  is  not  neceflary 
to  determine.  Seventy  years  practice  under  a  new  charter, 
in  many  refpedts  to  be  preferred  to  the  old,  has  taken 
away,  not  only  all  expectation,  but  all  defire  ot  ever  re¬ 
turning  to  the  old  charter.  We  do  not  envy  th<^  neigh¬ 
bouring  governments  which  retained,  and  have  ever  fince 
praftifed  upon,  their  ancient  charters.  Many  of  the  moft 
fenfible  men  in  thole  governments,  would  be  glad  to  be 
under  the  fame  conftitution  that  the  Maffachulets  province 
happily  enjoys. 

Sir  William  Phips  arrived  at  Bofton,  with  the  charter,  ^ 
the  14th  of  May  1692.  He  iflfued  writs  for  a  general 
aflfembly,  which  met  the  8th  of  June  following. 
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l^92  -Although  a  party  was  formed  which  oppofed  a  ful> 
million  to  the  charter,  yet  a  majority  of  the  court  wifely 
and  thankfully  accepted  it,  and  appointed  a  day  of  folemn 
thank fgiving  to  Almighty  God,  for  “  granting  a  fafe 
arrival  to  his  excellency  the  governor  and  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Increafe  Mather,  who  have  induftrioufly  endeavoured  the 
fervice  or  this  people,  and  have  brought  over  with  them 
a  fettlement  of  government,  in  which  their  Majefties  have 
gracioufly  given  us  diftinguifhing  marks  of  their  royal 
favour  and  goodnefs/’ 

Sir  William  arrived  juft  at  the  beginning  of  as  frrange 
an  infatuation  as  any  people  were  ever  under.  A  con- 
fiderable  number  of  innocent  perfons  were  facrificed  to 
the  diftempcred  imagination,  or  perhaps  wicked  hearts, 
of  fuch  as  pretended  to  be  bewitched.  But  having  pro- 
|  ceeded  as  far  as  I  propoied,  i  leave  the  relation  of  this 

unfortunate  affair,  and  other  tranfa&ions  and  occurrences 
fi nee  the  prefen t  charter,  to  be  communicated  to  the 
public  by  fome  abler  pen0 
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G  H  A  P.  IV. 

•  •  •  »  |  „/  * 

The  Ecclefiaftical  Conftitution  of  the  Colony,  and 
the  fpecial  Religious  Cuftoms. 

« 

T  was  one  great  defign  of  the  firft  planters  of  the 
Maftachufets  colony,  to  obtain,  for  themfelves  and 
their  pofterity,  the  liberty  of  worshipping  Gocl  in 
fuch  manner,  as  appeared  to  them  to  be  moft  agreeable 
to  the  facred  fcriptures.  Whilft  they  remained  in  Eng¬ 
land,  they  continued  in  the  communion  of  the  church, 
fuch  of  them  excepted  as  were  excluded  from  it  for  non¬ 
conformity  to  fome  of  the  ceremonies.  With  fome  of  the 
ceremonial  parts  of  worfhip,  they  were  all  more  or  lefs 
diffatisfied.  The  canons  or  laws  of  the  church,  and  the 
rigid  execution  of  them,  they  accounted  a  grievous  burden* 
The  form  of  government  in  the  church,  was  not  a  general 
fubjedt  of  complaint.  They  were  very  careful  to  diftin- 
guifh  themfelves,  from  the  Brownifts  and  other  feparatifts; 
Had  they  remained  in  England,  and  the  church  been 
governed  with  the  wifdom  and  moderation  of  the  prefen t 
day,  they  would  have  remained,  to  ufe  their  own  expref- 
fion,  “  in  the  bofom  of  that  church  where  they  had  re¬ 
ceived  their  hopes  of  falvation.5’*  They  were  of  the 
fame  (lamp  with  Dodlor  Preflon,  Dodlor  Sibbs,  Mr.  Hil- 
derfham,  Rogers,  Dod  and  other  old  puritans,  who  tho* 
called  nonconiormifts,  yet,  1  fuppofe,  never  feparated,  but 
refrained  from  fuch  ceremonies  and  fuch  parts  of  the  liturgy 
only,  as  they  fcrupled  to  ufe.  However,  they  did  nor  lup- 
pofe  the  form  of  epifcopal  government  to  be  enjoin  d  by 
divine  authority,  fo  as  to  make  it  unlawful  to  fubmic  to,  or 
to  eftablifh  any  other  form.  They  knew  very  well,  that 


*  The  Ton  of  one  of  the  firft  minifters,  in.  a  preface  to  a  fermon 
preached  foon  after  the  revolution,  remarks  “  that  if  the  biftiops 
in  the  reign  of  King  Charles  the  firft  had  been  of  the  fame  fpirit 
with  thofe  in  the  reign  of  King  William,  there  would  have  been 
no  New-England.” 

D  d  3  '  upon 
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upon  their  arrival  in  America,  they  would  be  no  longer 
fubjeft  to  any  diocefan  in  England,  but  they  took  no  mea~ 
fures  for  the  eftablifhment  of  epifcopacy,  under  any  re- 
flriftions  or  limitations  by  royal  or  national  authority. 
They  muft,  however,  have  fuppofed  fome  form  or  other 
of  church  government  would  be  nectffary,  but  they  were 
far  from  being  determined  what  it  fhould  be.  *  Mr.  Hil- 
derfham  advifed  them  to  agree  upon  it  before  they  left 
England,  but  it  was  negledled  ;  perhaps  it  was  impracticable. 
They  knew  how  far  Mr.  Fndicot  had  proceeded  in  form¬ 
ing  the  firft  church,  and  how  much  it  refembled  the  con- 
ftitution  of  the  feparatifts  at  Plimouth,  and  toon  after  the 
news  of  it,  one  company  who  were  defigned  for  New- 
England,  formed  themfelves  into  a  church  in  the  new  hof- 
pital  at  Plimouth,  and  John  Warham  and  John  Maverick 
were  chofen  and  ordained  their  minifters.  Both  of  them 
had  before  been  ordained  by  biihops.  The  feparatifts  ufed 
to  boaft,  that  u  if  the  old  puritans  were  fecure  of  the  magif- 
trace’s  fword  and  might  go  on  with  his  good  licence,  they 
would  fhake  off'  the  prelate’s  yoke,  and  draw  no  longer  in 
fpi ritual  communion  with  all  the  profane  in  the  land,  and 
though  they  then  preached  and  wrote  againft  the  feparatifts, 
yet  if  they  were  in  a  place  where  they  might  have  their 
liberty,  they  would  do  as  they  didn’t  The  inconveniences 
we  luffer  under  one  extreme,  it  muft  be  allowed,  carry  us  in- 
ienfibly  into  the  other.  The  New-England  puritans,  when 
at  full  liberty,  went  the  full  length  which  the  feparatifts 
did  in  England.  It  does  not  follow,  that  they  would  have 
done  fo  if  they  had  remained  in  England.  Upon  their  re^ 
moval,  they  fuppofed  their  relation  both  to  the  civil  and 
ecclefiafticai  government,  except  fo  far  as  a  lpecial  relerve 
was  made  by  their  charter,  was  at  an  end,  and  that  they  had 
right  to  form  Inch  new  model  of  both  as  belt  pleafed  them, 
Ir^the  form  of  worfhip,  they  univerfally  followed  the  New- 
Plimouth  church.  1  find  a  common  prayer  book  among 
^  he  lift  of  books  prefen  ted  by  William  Backhoufe  tor  the 
pfe  of  the  minifters,  but  it  was  never  made  ufe  of  in  any 
*  Hubbard .  t  Robin/on —  Bradford, 

church 
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church.  The  firft  notice,  after  the  charter,  of  any  ftep 
towards  forming  themfelves  into  a  church  eftate  was,  upon 
occafion  of  great  ficknefs  and  mortality,  about  a  month  after 
their  arrival;  when  the  governor,  at  Charlettown,  wrote  to 
Mr.  Johnfon  at  Salem,  to  fet  apart  a  day  to  humble  t.iem- 
felves  and  feekGod  in  his  ordinances,  and  folemnly  to  enter 
into  covenant  with  him,  and  as  they  lived  in  three  diftinft 
places  and  had  men  of  ability  in  each,  they  mig~it  ecorne 
three  diftindt  bodies.  At  Charlettown,  the  governor,  de-  . 

puty-governor,  Mr  Johnfon,  who  had  removed  from  a  em, 

and  the  minifler,  Mr.  Wilfon,  on  the  30th  of  July,  the  fait 
day,  entred  into  a  church  covenant ;  two  days  after,  they 
allowed  five  more  to  join  them,  and  fo  others,  from 
to  time,  and  at  length,  they,  inform,  chofe  Mr.  Wi  fon  or 
their  minifter  and  ordained  him  *,i~  but  all  joined  in  a  pro* 
reflation,  that  it  was  not  a  renouncing  of  the  miniftry  he 
received  in  England,  but  that  it  was  as  a  confirmation,  in 
confequence  of  their  election.  J  In  the  other  plantations, 
they  formed  themfelves  into  diftin£t  churches,  one  after 
another,  but  feem  to  have  had  no  fettled  fcheme  or  plan 
Gf  church  government,  until  Mr.  Cotton  §  came  over,  in 
1633.  His  praife  v/as  in  all  the  churches,  as  the  prin¬ 
cipal  projector  of  the  plan  of  government  of  the  New- 
England  churches,  which,  from  that  time,  took  the  name 
of  congregational.  This  was  called  the  middle  way  be¬ 
tween  brownifm  and  presbyterianifm,  ||  and  is  faid  to  be 
diftinguifhed  by  four  charafterifticks,  viz. 

jft.  The  fubjeft  matter  of  the  vifible  church,  viz, 
faints  by  calling,  fuch  as  are  acquainted  with  the  principles 
of  religion,  and  who  profefs  their  faith,  and  the  mannei 

*  Mr.  Prince  fuppofe.s  the  three  to  be  Dorchefter,  Charlettown  and 
Salem.  Salem  had  been  in  a  church  Hate  a  year  befoie. 

f  Auguft  30th.  .  , 

l  Mr.  Prince  has  taken  no  notice  of  this  circumftance  mentioned 

by  Hubbard.  .  , 

&  Whatever  Mr.  Cotton  delivered  was  foon  put  into  an  order  ol 

court,  if  of  a  civil,  or  fet  up  as  a  practice  in  the  church,  it  of  an 
ecclefiattical  concernment.  Hubbard . 

||  Hubbard, 
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how  they  were  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  God  by  faith 

v  ered  »  £"*  ■*  b?  *f  «  h  &  been  dl 

cal  ;7  e(m  ,n  private;  although,  if  fuch  profeffion  be 

regatk'd  ^  *"  unchnft,an  convprfation,  it  is  not  to  be 

o  Jht  f  Jh?  C°n5ltUf5ve  Part  of  3  Particular  vifible  church 
oht  to  be,  a  reflipuiation  or  mutual  covenanting,  to  walk 

xt™* mmmwion-  «>  "■ « 

3d-  No  church  ought  to  be  of  larger  extent  or  grea¬ 
ter  number  than  may  ordinarily  meet  together  in  one  place, 
m^tne  enjoyment  of  all  the  fame  numerical  ordinances 
.  ?l'  celeu rating  all  divine  wor/hip,  nor  fewer,  ordinarily, 
than  conveniently  may  carry  on  church  work 

4W.  That  there  is  no  jurifdidtion  to  which  particular 
enurenes  are  or  ought  to  be  fubjedt,  by  way  of  authoritative 
oemure,^  nor  any  other  church  power,  extrinfical  to  fuch 

fnrlU'f^'’  Wl‘ca  ,ta°y  ou&!lt  fo  depend  upon  any  other 
iou  of  men  for  the  exercife  of. 

„  TfrSE  arr  ?icj  -t0  be  the  principles,  upon  which 
*  P;at,orf?  or  clli:rch  government  was  formed. 

.  An  odious  fenfe  had  been  affixed  to  the  name  of  inde¬ 
pendents,  which  fee m s'  to  have  been  the  reafon  why  it 
was^  avoided^  rather  dian  any  material  diftinfdon  in  the 
conuitutton  o.  tne  churches,  which  appears,  or  can  be 
inferred,  from  either  of  thofe  characterifticks  }  but  the 
platform,  agreed  upon  and  publifhed  in  1648,  although  it 
ooes  not  own  that  dependance  which  dull  fubjed  any  one 
,  rc'2  to  any  other,  or  even  to  the  whole  united  to®e- 
fiier,  yet  it  profefies  a  relation  which  one  church  hath°to 
another'-,  and  conncds  them  together  by  certain  rules  to 

be 

*  ,-!r  may  iec  foninhinf  c,f  the  relation  the  churches  confidered 
t.ienifdves  m,  one  to  ano  her,  before  the  platform  in  164-,  by  the 

fonmvmg  letter  from  the  church  of  Salem  to  the  church  of  Dor- 
chefter.  “  Salem,  iff  rth  m°.  ,0. 

“  Reverend  and  dearly  beloved  in  the  Lord.  We  thought  it  our 
■  ound.-n  outy  to  acquaint  you  with  the  names  of  fuch  perfons  as 
•tavc  had  the  great  ecniure  pall  upon  them  in  this  our  church, 

with 
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be  obferved  as  the  terms  or  conditions  upon  which  fuch 
connection  is  to  continue,  and,  upon  the  irregular  walk 
or  demeanor  of  any  one  church,  they  aie  no  longer  to 
remain  members  of  the  fame  body,  and  the  other  churches 
are  not  to  admit  them  to  their  fellowfhip  or  communion. 
And,  although  it  was  the  bufinels  of  a  fynod,  or  general 
council  of  all  the  churches,  to  debate  and  determine  mat¬ 
ters  of  religion,  and  to  give  directions  relating  to  the 
worfhip  of  God  and  the  good  government  of  the  church, 

“  which  were  to  be  received  with  reverence  and  fub- 
miffion,”  yet  the  fynod  was  to  exercife  no  church  cenfures 
by  way  of  difeipline,  nor  any  aft  of  church  authority  or 
jurifdiCtion,  further  than  was  done  at  the  firft  council  of 
the  apoftles,  elders,  and  whole  church,  as  recorded  in  the 
15th  chapter  of  Acts,  which  was  declared  to  be  a  prece- 

with  the  reafons  thereof,  befeeching  you  in  the  Lord,  not  only 
to  read  their  names  in  public  to  yours,  but  alio  to  give  us  the 
like  notice  of  any 'dealt  with  in  like  manner  by  you,  that  fo  we 
may  walk  towards  them  accordingly,  for  fome  of  us,  here,  have 
had  communion  ignorantly  with  fome  of  other  churches,  2  ThefL 
iii.  14.  We  can  do  no  lels  than  have  fuch  noted  as  difobey  the 
truth. 

Roger  Williams  and  his  wife,  "1  Tliefe  wholly  refufed  to  hear 

John  Throgmorton  and  his  wife,  J  the  church,  denying  it,  and 

Thomas  Olney  and  his  wife,  l  all  the  churches  in  the  Bay, 

Stukeley  Weftcot  and  his  wife,  J  to  be  true  churches,  and  (ex- 

Mary  Holliman,  1  cepttwo)  areallre-baptized. 

Widow  Reeves,  J 

John  Elford,  for  obflinacy,  after  divers  lins  he  flood  guilty  of 

and  proved  by  witnefs - William  James  for  pride,  and  divers 

other  evils,  in  which  he  remained  obflinate - John  Talby  for 

much  pride,  and  unnaturalnefs  to  his  wife,  who  was  lately  ex¬ 
ecuted  for  murdering  her  child - William  Walcot  for  refufmg  to 

bring  his  children  to  the  ordinance,  negle&ing  willingly  family 
duties,  &c. 

Thus,  wifhing  the  continued  enjoyment  of  both  the  (laves,  beauty 
and  bands,  and  that  your  fouls  may  flourifh  as  watered  gardens,  reft 

Your’s  in  the  Lord  jefus. 

For  the  church  of  Chrifl  Hugh  Peters, 

in  Dorchefler.  by  the  church's  order, 

and  in  their  name." 

Ci  Of  late 'divers  of  the  miniftry  have  had  fet  meetings  to  order 
church  matters,  by  which  it  is  conceived  they  bend  towards 
prefbyterian  rule."  Lcchford,  1641. 

7  dent. 
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foctv  AJ,!lh'S  pr0vi  Mn  ,may  aPPear  but  a  weak  band  of 

cutty  and,  one  would  think,  that  merely  being  rejected 
from  a  foaety  which,  it  is  to  be  prefumed,  afteffufficienc 

“  !  fWe,n  fr°r  'uch  reJeftion,  there  would  remain  no 
great  londnefs  for  continuing  with,  would  be  no  areae 

pumlhmenc.  But  this  conftitution  of  church  government 

was  adapted  to  the  conftitution  of  civil  government,  both 

^  P°Pu|ar  as  can  well  be  conceived,  and  notwithftandino- 

x!dgfnt  °r  declaration  from  both,  of  feparate 
-md  d tit! net  rights,  yet  each  was  aiding  and  affifting  to  the 

other  .  Ly  the  laws  eftabiiftied  in  the  colony,  no  man 

could 

*  A  ”nftant  watch  was  kept  over  the  churches  by  the  m  agitates 
and  when  any  contention  or  diforder  arofe  in  a  church*  it  was’ 

the°r'!T  fh  t0  treneighboUrinS  churches>  to  enquire  into 

the  caufes  thereof.  The  following  order  of  the  civil  government 
£hews  m  what  manner  they  proceeded.  ament 

„  ~ ,At  a  coupcl!  at  Bofton,  the  5th  of  Sept.  1656. 

,  Tner  council  being  informed  of  the  uncomfortable  differences 

taf  •°[iate,hav?  fal1?51  out  in  the  church  of  Chriil  at  Sudbury 
coUvith  (landing  feveral  endeavours  to  compofe  the  fame,  which  vet 

nave  been  fruitiefs,  out  of  their  tender  care  to  preferve  and  procure 
peace  and  unity  amongft  them,  lately  wrote  to  the  faid  church  ia 
an  amicable  way,  to  advife  and  counfel  them  forthwith  to  call  in 
to  tneir  help  fuch  council^ from  the  neighbouring  churches  as  the 
rule  prefenoes,  from  whofe  labours,  through  the  bleffing  of  God  2 
weffing  might  have  been  expected,  which  too  great  a  part  of  that 
cnurch,  as  they  underftood  by  their  letter,  is  far  from  inclining  unto. 
r  ‘C  tCOU'1C1,’.  JudS|nK  it  to  be  their  duty  to  take  an  effeftual  courfe 
or  the  healing  of  their  breaches,  do  therefore  defire  and  order 
that  the  churches  of  Chrift  in  Cambridge,  Watertown  and  Concord 
oeach  of  tnem,  refpedtively,  fend  two  ineffengers  to  meet  at  faid 
.Sudbury,  on  the  7th  day  of  October  next,  by  8  of  the  clock  in  the 
morning,  to  confider  and  advife  in  the  premifes,  viz.  to  endeavour 
to  compofe  and  fettle  the  diftradtions  at  Sudbury,  to  give  their 
judgments  in  tuc  cafes  of  differences  there  ;  and  it  is  expedted  and 
defired  that  the  church  of  Sudbury,  and  all  perfons  concerned 
therein,  give  this  council,  at  the  time  and  place  aforefaid,  the  op¬ 
portunity  of  meeting  with  them,  to  declare  what  (hall  concern  them- 
felves,  or  the  council  (hall  fee  caufe  to  enquire  of  them,  in  reference 
to  this  bufinefs  ;  making  their  return  to  the  council  of  this  jurifdic- 
tion,  what  fuccefs  their  endeavours,  through  the  bleffing  of  Chrift 
hath  procured,  arid  whofe  the  fault  hath'  been,  or  is,  that  fo,  if 
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could  have  a  fhare  in  the  adminiftration  of  civil  govern¬ 
ment,  or  give  his  voice  in  any  eleftion,  unlefs  he  was  a 
member  of  one  of  the  churches*.  No  church  could  be 
fathered  without  the  allowance  of  the  magnates,  con¬ 
fiding  of  and  elected  by  members  of  the  churches-,  and 
a  minifter,  for  preaching  to  fuch  a  foc.ety,  was  liable  to  a 
penalty  Mr.  Matthews,  a  minifter,  about  the  year  1650, 
was  final  ten  pounds  for  this  offence.  A  law  was  made 
in  16-28,  that  if  any  perfon  ftood  excommunicated  fix 
months,  they  Ihould  be  liable  to  fine,  imprisonment,  or 
banilhment,  as  the  court  of  affirtants  fhou  d  determine ; 
but  this  law  approached  too  nigh  to  the  ecclefiaftical  laws 

rr  ’  ^  fnrVi  further  courfe  may  betaken  therein,  as  may 

moftwnduce  to’the  glory  of  God  the  unitin; E*ejr  hearts  tounr ty 

att'S'SK  t  u  “ 

r>ke  care  "for  the  entertainment  of  the  faid  counci  an  a  per 
fons  concerned  therein.  {This  was  -very  agreeable  to  't. he  frocura- 

&  ^cii 

ZuC'  »  r»“  <>•»“>“-  if  n’*11  r“ 

caufe.  By  order  of  the  council,  £dward  Rawson>  Secr’y  ” 

“  Mailer  Peters  went  from  Salem,  on  foot,  tP^over’  t0  aPPe3^ 
the  difference  between  Mailer  Larkham  and  Mailer  K——.  He 
went  bv  the  fending  of  the  governor  and  affiftants.  Mafler  Wilfon 
went  to  Green’s  harbour,  &c.  and  at  another  time,  Mafler  Wilfon, 
-Mailer  Mather,  and  others,  heard  the  difference  between  Mailer 

Hooke  and  Mailer  Doughty,  at  New  '1  aunton. - 

“  it  may  be,  it  will  be  faid  they  did  thefe  things  by  way  of  love 
and  friendly  advice.  Grant  this.  But  were  not  the  counfelled 
bound  to  receive  good  counfel  ?  If  they  would  not  receive  «  was 
not  the  magiftrate  ready  to  affift,  and  to  enforce  peace  and  obedi- 

Evenfchurch  hath  power  of  government  in  and  by  itfelf,  and 
no  church  or  officer  have  power  over  one  another,  but  by  way  of 
advice  or  counfel,  faving  that  the  general  court  now  and  then  over- 

rule  fome  church  matters. ”  Id .  ■  • 

*  This  law  was  difpenfed  with  in  favour  of  Mr.  Humphries, 

who  lived  at  Lynn,  where  no  church  was  gathered,  nor  was  he  a 

member  of  any  other  church,  yet  was  an  affiftant  feveral  years.  Mr 

Cotton  fays  they  fuppofed  he  would  have  been  a  member  if  he  had 

J)ad  opportunity  for  it, 
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in  ngland,.  f0  much  complained  of,  to  continue  W  in 
iorce,  and  in  1639  it  was  repealed.  But  the  firft  llws 
eem  to  deprive  an  excommunicated  perfon,  and  alfo  a 
V;,lo  e  church,  if  feparated  from  the  reft,  of  all  civil  pri¬ 
vileges,  although  the  platform  does  not  fuppole  deprivation 
(ft  civil  rights  and  authority  to  be  the  necefiary  confe- 
quence,  yet  even  by  the  platform,  all  others  were  to 
wtciai'  l°  eat  a"d  dn?k  Wlt;h  excommunicated  perfons.” 

“ft  £hey  remained  in  this  Rate,  they  would  have  very 

nttJc  cnance  for  a  public  poll  where  all  the  electors  were 
church  members*. 

The  elects  or  miniRers,  although  they  were  not  con- 
iiuered  as  one  o!  the  eftates,  yet  no  matters  of  great  weight 
or  moment,  whether  of  a  religious  or  civil  nature,  wire 
determined  witnout  their  advice,  and  a  formal  reference 
to  tnern  ;  (in  early  times  they  were  generally  prefent  in 
tee  courts)  and  they  were  thus  naturally  led  to  ufe  their 
in  mence  with  their  people,  to  acquiefce  in  and  approve  of 

t  ie  meafures,  which  they  thetnfelves  had  been  co.nfulted 
upon  and  adviled  to. 

But  however  defective  this  conftitution  may  appear  in 
tiieoiy,  we  ftiall  leldom  meet  with  an  inftance  where  there 
has  been  fo  Ready  and  fo  general  an  adherence  to  the 
principles  upon  which  it  was  founded,  and  fo  much  har¬ 
mony  fubfifting,  not  only  in  particular  churches,  but  be¬ 
tween  one  church  and  another,  for  fifty  years  together. 

.  general,  tne  ordination  or  miniRers  was  by  impofi- 
tion  of  the  hands  of  their  brethren  in  the  miniRry,  but 
iomc  chinches,  perhaps  to  pre/erve  a  more  perfect  in- 
dependency,  called  for  the  aid  of  no  miniRers  of  any  other 
churches,  but  ordained  their  miniRers  by  the  impofition  ' 
of  the  hands  of  fome  of  their  own  brethren.f  The  ordi- 

*  in.  l(-' .37 >  vy"’n  Me-  V/inthrop  the  governor  had  been  very 
'cu  7c  in  the  baminment  of  many  of  the  members  of  Bofton  church 
for  adhering  t  >  iftrs  Hutchinfon,  fome  of  tliofe  which  remained’  ' 
p  re  fled  the  elders  very  hard  to  call  the  governor  to  anfvver,  as  an 
(Tender  agamic  the  church,  for  what  he  had  done  in  the  date,  but 
the  elders  did  not  think  proper  to  comply.  Ma^nalia. 

t  This  is  faid  by  Bailey  to  be  Brownifm.  Dott.  of  Brownift. 
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nation  at  Salem,  Auguft  29th  1660,  was  performed  in  this 
manner,  as  I  find  minuted  by  a  gentleman  then  juft  ar¬ 
rived  from  England,  who  was  prelent.  *  “  The  church 
“  at  Salem  kept  this  day  as  a  faft,  for  the  ordaining  a 
“  teacher  and  a  ruling  elder.  Mr.  Higginfon  preached 
st  in  the  morning,  continuing  until  one  o  clock,  then  broke 
«  off  for  one  hour,  then,  the" congregation  being  afiembled 
asain,  they  went  to  the  work  of  the  ordination,  which 
was  thus — firft  Mr.  Higginfon,  who  was  to  oe  ordained 
“  teaching  elder,  prayed  j  after  prayer,  Major  Hathorne 
‘  a  private  member,  being,  it  teems,  defined  by  the  church, 
flood  up  and  fpake  to  the  brethren  ol  the  clnirch  that 
they  fhould  now,  if  they  did  continue  in  the  mind  they 
were  in  before  as  to  the  choice  of  Mr.  Higginlon  for 
their  paftor,  declare  their  confent  by  filence  •,  and  then 
fpake  to  Mr.  Higginfon  to  declare  his  acceptance,  and 
then  fpake  to  the  meffengers  of  the  churches  that  were 
lent  to  be  p.efent,  and  to  all  others,  to  fpeaic  if  they 
knew  any  weighty  reaibns  agatnft  their  proceeding  to 
“  ordination,  and  then,  none  fpeaking,  Major  Hathorneand 
“  two  of  the  deacons  of  the  church,  laying  their  hands 
“  on  Mr.  Higginfon’s  head,  pronounced  words  of  ordi- 
“  nation  and  prayed  over  him,  and  then  Major  Hatborne 
“  exhorted  the  church  in  a  few  words  to  remember  their 

f 

cc  duty,  &c.  towards  him  whom  they  had  ordained  to  be 
their  paftor.  Then  Mr.  Higginfon  did  after  the  lame 
manner  as  is  before  exprefied,  proceed  to  the  ordination 
of  Mr.  Brown  for  the  ruling  elder,  which  being  done, 
they  fung  a  pfalm  and  concluded  with  prayer.  After 
the  exercife,  I  was  invited  to  the  elder’s  houfe,  where 
was  good  company  and  good  cheer. M 
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*  I  have  feen  an  account  of  an  ordination  about  the  year  1640,  of 
Mr.  Hooke,  at  Taunton,  then  Cohannet,  in  Plimoutli  colony,  by  the 
fchoolmafter  and  one  of  the  brethren,  an  hufbandrnan,  although  Mr. 
Wilfon  and  Mr.  Mather,  two  minifters,  were  prefent,  but  the 
general  practice  was. otherwife,  and  at  this  day  an  ord  nation  by  the 
lay  brethren,  although  it  might  not  be  condemned  as  invalid,  yet 
wo  hid  be  generally  difapproved  and  difcountenanced* 

Most 
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Most  of  the  churches,  not  all,  had  one  or  more  ruling 
elder.  In  matters  or  offence,  the  ruling  elder,  after  the 
hearing,  afked  the  church  if  they  were  fatisfied  ;  if  they 
were  not,  he  left  it  to  the  pallor  or  teacher  to  denounce 
the  fentence  of  excommunication,  fufpenfion  or  admoni¬ 
tion,  according  as  the  church  had  determined.  Matters  of 
offence,  regularly,  were  firft  brought  to  the  ruling  elder 
in  private,  and  might  not  otherwife  be  told  to  the  church. 
It  was  the  practice,  for* the  ruling  elders  to  give  public 
notice  of  fuch  perfons  as  de fired  to  enter  into  church  fel- 
lowfhip  with  them,  and  of  the  time  propofed  for  admit¬ 
ting  them,  if  no  iufficient  objedlion  was  offered  ;  and  when 
the  time  came,  to  require  all  perfons  who  knew  any  juft 
grounds  of  objection  to  fignify  them.  Objections  were  fre¬ 
quently  made,  and  until  they  were  heard  and  determined, 
the  ruling  elder  feems  to  have  moderated  in  the  church, 
but  the  churches  confent  to  the  admiffion  was  afked  by  the 
paftor  or  teacher,  who  alfo  rehearfed  and  propofed  the 
church  covenant  and  declared  them  members.  When  a 
minifter  preached  to  any  other  than  his  own  church,  the 
ruling  elder  of  the  church,  after  the  pfalm  fung,  faid  pub¬ 
licly,  “  if  this  prefent  brother  hath  any  word  of  exhorta¬ 
tion  for  the  people  at  this  time,  in  the  name  of  God,  let 
him  fay  on.”*  The  ruling  elder  always  read  the  pfalm. 
When  the  member  of  one  church  defired  to  receive  the 
facrament  at  another,  he  came  to  the  ruling  elder  who 
propofed  his  name  to  the  church  for  their  confent.  At 
the  communion  they  fat  with  the  minifter.  I  find  nothing 
further  relating  to  this  officer  in  their  public  affemblies. 
They  were  confidered,  without  doors,  as  men  for  advice 
and  counfel  in  religious  matters,  they  vifited  the  fick,  and 
had  a  general  infpeClion  and  overfight  of  the  condnCl  of 
their  brethren.  Every  thing  which  I  have  mentioned  as 
the  peculiar  province  of  the  ruling  elder,  fo  far  as  it  is  in 
itfclf  neceffary  or  proper,  may  with  propriety  enough  be 
performed  by  the  minifter.  It  is  not  ftrange,  therefore, 
that  this  office  in  a  courfe  of  years  funk  into  almoft  an 
entire  defuetude  in  the  churches.  Indeed  the  multiplying 

unneceffary 
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unneceffary  and  mere  nominal  officers,  or  officers  whofe 
duties  and  privileges  are  not  with  certainty  agreed  upon 
and  determined,  feems  rather  to  have  a  natural  tendency 
to  difcord  and  contention  than  to  harmony  and  peace. 

We  meet  with  nothing  peculiar,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
churches,  relative  to  the  office  of  deacons.  Mention 
is  made  of  the  duty  of  deaconefles  or  widows,  who  were 

to  fhew  mercy  with  chearfulnefs,  and  to  minifter  to  the 
Tick  and  poor  brethren,”  but  I  find  no  inftance  of  any 
fpecially  chofen  or  appointed  to  this  fervice. 

The  minifters  of  the  feveral  churches,  in  the  town  of 
Bofton,  have  ever  been  fupported  by  a  free  weekly  con¬ 
tribution.  I  have  feen  a  letter  from  one  of  the  principal 
minifters  of  the  colony,  expreffi*  g  fome  doubts  of  the  law- 
fulnefs  of  receiving  a  fupporc  in  any  other  way.  In  the 
country  towns,  compullbry  laws  were  found  neceflary;  and 
in  the  year  1654  the  county  courts  were  impowered  to 
affefs  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  feveral  towns  which  neg¬ 
lected  the  fupport  of  the  miniftry,  a  fum  fufficiencto  make 
up  the  defeCt. "f 

In  Bofton,  after  prayer  and  before  Tinging,  it  was  the 
practice,  for  feveral  years,  for  the  minifter  to  read  and  ex¬ 
pound  a  chapter.  Whether  it  was  becaufe  this  carried  the 
fervice  to  too  great  a  length,  or  any  other  reafon  could  be 
given  for  it,  in  a  few  years  it  was  laid  afide,  except  when 
it  came  in  place  of  a  fermon.J  Exceptions,  may  we  not 

t  In  1644  one  Brifcoe  a  tanner  of  Watertown,  publifhed  a  book 
againft  the  fupport  of  minifters  by  tithes  or  taxes,  and  reproached 
the  minifters  who  took  falaries  in  that  way.  The  minifters  thought 
him,  who  denied  the.  authority  of  the  civil  magiftrate  to  provide 
for  the  fupport  of  minikers,  fujte  potius  erudiendum  quam  argument .1, 
and  therefore  they  left  it  to  the  magiftrates  to  defend' the  caufe,  who 
convened  the  tanner  before  them  and  brought  him  to  an  acknow¬ 
ledgment,  if  not  to  a  fenfe  of  his  error.  Hubbard . 

t  To  preach  a  fermon  which  was  not  compofed  by  the  preacher 
himfelf,  was  looked  upon,  if  not  criminal,  yet  highly  disputable. 
One  Mr.  Bond  having  taken  this  liberty,  and  being  difeovered, 
prefently  after  removed  to  Barbados.  MS. 
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Fy  cavils,  have  been  made,  by  fome  learned  ferious  mini- 
_r®»  agamft  reading  the  fcriptures,  as  part  of  the  divine 
lervice,  without  an  expofrtion.  The  other  parts  of  reli¬ 
gious  public  worfhip,  and  the  manner  of  adminiftring  the 
facraments,  not  differing  from  what  is  at  this  day  the 
practice  of  the  churches  of  New-England  and  of  the  church, 
of  Scotland,  it  is  unnecefTary  to  take  any  notice  of  them. 

From  a  facred  regard  to  the  religion  of  the  chriftian 
fabbath,  a  fcruple  arofe  of  the  lawfulnefs  of  calling  the 
firft  day  of  the  week  Sunday,  and  they  always,  upon  any 
occafion,  whether  in  a  civil  or  religious  relation  to  it, 
Filed  it  either  the  Lord’s-day  or  the  Sabbath.  As  the 
exception  to  the  word  Sunday  was  founded  upon  its  fu- 

1'  |  _  ^  ®  the  fame  fcruple  naturally- 

followed,  with  refpeft  to  the  names  of  all  the  other  days 
of  the  week,  and  of  moft  of  the  months,  which  had  the 
fame  origin ;  accordingly,  they  changed  Monday,  Tuefday, 
&c.  into  the  fecond  and  third  days  of  the  week,  and  in- 
ftead  of  March  and  April,  ufed  the  firft  and  fecond  months, 
and  inftead  of  the  third  I  uefday  in  May,  the  language 
was,  the  third  third  day  of  the  third  month,  and  fo  of  the 
reft  A  All  their  records  and  other  writings  are  dated  in 
the  common  form,  which  they  brought  from  England 
with  them,  until  the  year  1636,  when  Mr.  Vane  was  go¬ 
vernor,  but  after  that,  the  alteration  feems  to  have  been 
very  ftriftly  obferved,  in  all  public  and  private  writings 
and  difcourfe,  for  many  years  together.  In  the  interregnum, 
it  much  obtained  in  England,  but  the  fcruple,  there,  went 
off  at  once,  upon  the  reftoration,  here,  it  abated,  and  it 
continues  icarce  any  where,  at  this  day,  except  among  the 
people  called  Quakers.  Perhaps,  the  great  diflike  to  fome 
other  peculiarities  of  that  people  caufed  tire  decline  of 
that  cultom  in  the  colony,  and  made  them  coniider  the 
Angularity,  in  the  fame  light  with  fome  others  of  the  fame 
nature,  which  they  condemned. -f- 

That 


'T:  This  was  a  fcruple  of  ths  Brownifts. 

{•  They  began  the  Sabbath  the  evening  of  the  la  ft  day  of  the  week. 
It  was  fome  time  beiore  this  caaftom  was  fettled.  Mr.  Hooker, 

in 
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That  every  thing  approaching  to  an  acknowledgment 
of  the  authority  of  the  pope,  and  his  power  of  canoniza¬ 
tion,  might  be  avoided,  they  never  ufed  the  addition  of 
faint  when  they  fpake  of  the  apoftles  and  the  ancient  fa¬ 
thers  of  the  chriftian  church,  and  even  the  ufual  names 
of  places  were  made  to  conform.  The  Ifland  of  Saint 
Chriftophers  was  always  wrote  Chriftophers,  and,  by  the 
lame  rule,  all  other  places  to  which  faint  had  been  prefixed. 
If  any  exception  was  made,  an  aniwer  was  ready  :  Abra¬ 
ham,  Ifaac,  and  Jacob  had  as  good  right  to  this  appellation 
as  Peter,  James,  and  John. 

They  laid  afide  the  faffs  and  feafts  of  the  church  of 
England,  and  appointed  frequently,  as  occafion  required, 
days  of  faffing  and  thankfgiving ;  but,  befides  thefe  occa- 
fional  faffs  and  thankfgivings,  they  conftantly,  every  fpring, 
appointed  a  day  for  faffing  and  prayer  to  implore  the  di¬ 
vine  bleflings  upon  their  affairs  in  the  enfuing  year  ;  and 
in  the  fall,  a  day  of  thankfgiving  and  public  acknowledg¬ 
ment  of  the  favors  conferred  upon  them  in  the  year  palf. 
If  they  more  readily  fell  into  this  practice  from  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  the  people  of  God  of  old,  yet  they  might  well 
have  been  juftified  without  any  example.  It  has  continued 
without  interruption,  I  fuppofe,  in  any  one  inftance,  down 
to  this  day.  This  is  a  cuftom  to  which  no  devout  pcrion 
of  any  fe£t  will  take  exception.  By  a  law  of  the  colony, 
every  perfon  abfendng  himfelf  from  the  public  worlhip,  on 
thefe  days,  without  fufficient  excufe,  was  liable  to  five 
(hillings  fine.  It  would  have  been  as  well,  perhaps,  if 
this  provifion  had  been  omitted. 

These  were  the  principal  of  the  fpecial  ecclefiaftical  or 
religious  cuftoms.  There  were  fome  attempts  to  intro- 

in  a  letter  without  date,  but  wrote  about  the  year  1640,  fays, 
“  The  queftion  touching  the  beginning  of  the  fabbath  is  now  on 
“  foot  among  us,  hath  once  been  fpoken  to,  and  we  are  to  give 
.  in  our  arguments  each  to  the  other,  fo  that  we  may  ripen  our 
“  thoughts  touching  that  truth,  and  if  the  Lord  will  it  may  more 
«  fully  appear.’’  And  in  another  letter,  March  1640,  “  Mr.  Hint 
“  hath  not  anfwered  our  arguments  again  ft  the  beginning  the 

“  fabbath  at  morning.’’ 
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duce  Angularities  into  Tome  of  the  churches,  particularly, 
Mr.  Davenport,  of  New-Haven,  who  afterwards  removed 
to  Bofton,  required  all  his  congregation  to  ftand  up 
whilft  the  text  was  naming;  the  principal  reafcn  which 
was  given  for  it  being,  that  it  was  the  word  of  God,  and 
deferved  peculiar  honor  *  ;  and  Mr.  Williams,  of  Salem, 
required  all  the  women  of  his  congregation  to  wear  veils ; 
but  neither  of  thefe  cuftoms  fpread,  or  were  of  any  long 
continuance.  It  was  oblerved,  as  to  the  latter,  that  fo  un¬ 
couth  an  appearance,  contrary  to  the  practice  of  the  Eng- 
Jifh  nation,  would  probably  draw  more  eyes  than  if  they 
were  dreffed  like  other  women.  Mr.  Cotton,  of  Bofton, 
happening  to  preach  at  Salem,  foon  after  this  cuftom  began, 
he  convinced  his  hearers,  that  it  had  no  fufficieht  founda¬ 
tion  in  the  fcriptures  :  The  married  women  had  no  pre¬ 
tence  to  wear  veils  as  virgins,  neither  married  nor  un¬ 
married  would  ch ufe  to  do  it  from  the  example  of  Tamar 
the  harlot,  nor  need  they  do  it  for  fuch  purpofes  as  Ruth 
did  in  her  widowhood.  His  fermon  had  io  good  an  effeeft, 
that  they  were  all  afhamed  of  their  veils,  and  never  ap¬ 
peared  covered  with  them  afterwards  +. 

During  the  fifty  years  the  charter  continued,  there 
were  very  few  inflancesof  any  fociety  of  chriftians  differing, 
profelfedly,  in  dodtrine,  difeipline,  or  form  of  worfhip 
from  the  efiablifhed  churches.  The  number  of  baptifls  was 
final').  The  quakers  came  over  in  fmall  parties  ;  but  not- 
withftanding  the  ftrange  delufion  they  were  under  in 
courting  perlecution,  and  the  imprudence  of  the  authority 
in  gratifying  this  humor,  as  far  as  their  utmoft  wifhes 
could  carry  them,  as  has  been  obferved  in  the  courfe  of 
the  hiftory,  yet  they  were  never  numerous  enough  to 
form  a  fociety  of  any  conlequence,  except  upon  the  bor- 

*  “  At  Quinnipyack  (New-Haven)  Mr.  Davenport  preached  in 
the  forenoon,  that  men  mull  be  uncovered  and  Hand  up  at  the  reading 
the  text,  and  in  the  afternoon  the  affembly  jointly  practifed  it.” 
Mr.  Hooker  to  Shepard,  March  20,  1640. 

f  Hubbard.  Mr.  Cotton,  when  he  was  in  England,  thought 
more  favourably  of  this  cuftom.  Ke  mentions  the  old  countefs  of 
Lincoln  her  always  coining  to  church  veiled. 
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tiers  of  Rhode  Eland*.  Nor  was  there  any  epifcopal 
church  in  any  pare  of  the  colony,  until  the  charter  was 
vacated. 

The  teft,  which  we  have  juft  mentioned,  went  a  great 
way  towards  producing  this  general  uniformity.  He  that 
did  not  conform,  was  deprived  of  more  civil  privileges  than 
a  nonconformift  is  deprived  of,  by  the  teft  in  England. 
Both  the  one  and  the  other  mud  have  occafioned  much 
formality  and  hypocrify.  The  mylteries  of  our  holy  re¬ 
ligion  have  been  proftituted  to  mere  fecular  views  and  ad¬ 
vantages.  Befides  this  teft,  another  reafon  may  be  affigned. 
As  good,  if  not  better  lands  than  any  in  the  colony  lay 
contiguous  to  it,  and  men,  of  different  opinions,  chofe  to 
remove  where  they  might  enjoy  both  civil  and  religious 
liberty,  rather  than  remain  and  be  deprived  of  either.  In 
this  way,  birth  and  quick  growth  were  given  to  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  colony,  which  admitted  perfons  of  all  religions, 
and  gave  equal  privileges  to  all,  and  as  loon  as  what  they 
called  a  fedtary  fprang  up  in  the  Maffachufets  colony,  it 
was  tranfplanted  to  Rhode-Ifland. 

I  shall  finifh  what  I  have  to  fay  upon  the  ecclefiaftical 
conftitution  ot  the  colony  with  a  fhort  fummary  of  the 
platform,  as  I  find  it  prepared  by  a  very  fenfible  divine ff, 
who  made  a  figure  in  the  colony  foon  after  the  platform 
was  eftablifhed. 

1.  “Ecclesiastical  policy,  church  government,  or 
church  difeipline,  is  nothing  elfe  but  that  form  and  order, 
which  is  to  be  obferved  in  the  church  of  Chrift  upon 
earth,  both  for  the  conftitution  of  it,  and  all  the  admini- 
ftrations  which  therein  are  to  be  performed,  the  parts  of 
which  are  all  of  them  deferibed  in  the  word  of  God,  and 
it  .is  not  left  in  the  power  of  any  to  alter,  add,  ordiminifh 
any  thing  therein. 

2.  There  is  a  catholic  vifible  church,  viz.  the  company 
of  thofe  who  profels  the  chriftian  faith,  whether  in  church 

*  The  fan  gui  nary  laws  were  of  fhort  continuance,  otherwife  the 
number  of  u makers  would  have  increased. 

j  Mr.  Hubbard. 
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orcier  or  not  •  but  there  is  no  political  catholic  church, 
the  Itate  of  the  members  of  the  vifible  church,  fince  the 
coming  of  Chrift,  being  only  congregational. 

3;  ^  congregational  church,  by  the  inftitution  of 
Lnn{t,isa  partofthevifible  church,  confining  of  a  company 
or  lainrs  by  calling,  united  into  one  body  by  an  holy  cove- 
nant,  for  the  publick  worflhip  of  God,  and  the  mutual 
edification  one  of  another,  in  the  fellowfiiip  of  the  Lord 
Je  us  ;  the  matter  of  which,  as  to  its  qualification,  ought 
to  confift  of  fuch  perfons  as  have  attained  the  knowledge 
o  the  principles  of  religion,  who  are  free  from  grofs 
fcandal,  and,  with  the  profeffion  of  their  faith  and  repent- 
ance,  walk  in  blamelcfs  obedience  to  the  word  of  God  ; 
as  to  its  quantity,  ic  ought  not  to  be  of  greater  number 
than  may  ordinarily  meet  together  conveniently  in  one 
place,  nor  fewer  than  may  conveniently  carry  on  church 
worK.  The  form  of  fuch  a  church  is  an  agreement,  con- 
fent,  or  vifible  covenant,  whereby  they  give  themfelves 
unto  the  Lord,  to  the  obferving  the  ordinances  of  Chrift 
together  in  the  fame  fociety. 

4.  The  fraternity  or  brotherhood  of  luch  a  church  is 
the  firft  fubjeifl  of  all  ordinary  church  power,  which  is 
either  a  power  of  office,  or  of  privilege.  But  the  power 
of  privilege  is  in  the  brethren,  formally  and  immediately, 
the  other  is  in  them  no  otherwife  than  that  they  defign 

the  perfons  unto  office,  who  only  are  to  a£t  and  exercifs 
that  power. 

5.  The  ordinary  officers  of  the  church  are  fuch  as  con¬ 
cern  their  Ipiritual  and  moral,  or  temporal  and  natural 
good.  Of  the  firft  of  which  are  paftors,  teachers,  ruling 
elders,  1  Tim.  v.  17.  In  the  laft  mentioned,  moll:  of  the 

&  land ,  as  many  of  the  congregational 
churches  elfewhere,  are  not  fo  well  agreed,  accounting 
ruling  elders  fhould  be  able  to  teach. 

6.  It  is  in  the  power  of  the  churches  to  call  their  own 
officers,  and  remove  them  from  their  office  again,  if  there 
fall  out  juft  caule,  yet  fo  as  the  advice  of  neighbour 
churches,  where  it  may  conveniently  be  done,  be  firft  had. 

They 


They  who  are  to  officiate  ought  to  be  tried  and  proved 
before  they  be  elected,  i  Tim.  v.  22. 

7.  Elders  are  to  be  ordained  by  impofition  of  hands, 
which  is  to  be  performed  by  the  elders  of  the  fame  church, 
if  it  be  furnifhed  with  any,  or  thofe  of  neighbour  churches, 
and  it  may  be  done  by  fome  of  the  brethren  deputed 
thereunto,  which  latter  is  alfo  difapproved  by  Dr.  Horn- 
beck,  the  learned  profeffor  of  divinity  at  Leyden,  from 
Numb.  viii.  10. 

8.  The  power  of  government,  in  a  congregational 
church,  ought  to  proceed  after  the  manner  of  a  mixed 
adminiftration  ;  for,  in  an  organick  church,  no  aft  can  be 
confummate  without  the  conlent  both  of  the  elders  and 
brethren,  fo  as  the  power  of  government  or  rule  in  the 
elders  prejudice  not  the  power  of  privilege  in  the  brethren, 
nor  the  power  of  privilege  in  them  prejudice  the  pow'er 
of  rule  feated  in  the  elders,  feeing  both  may  fweetly  agree 
together. 

9.  For  the  maintenance  of  the  miniflers  of  the  church, 
all  that  are  taught,  are  to  communicate  to  him  that  teach- 
eth,  in  all  good  things ;  and  in  cafe  of  negleft,  the  magis¬ 
trate  ought  to  fee  that  the  miniftry  be  duly  provided  for. 

10.  For  the  ad  million  of  members,  there  ought  to  be 
either  a  perfonal  relation  in  public,  or  by  the  elders,  ac¬ 
quainting  the  church  what  fatisfaftion  they  have  received 
from  the  perfons  in  private.  The  things,  wherein  fatif- 
faftion  is  required,  are  faith  and  repentance,  which  ought 
to  be  found  in  all  church  members. 

1 1.  Where  members  of  churches  are  called  to  remove 
from  one  church  to  another,  it  is  convenient,  for  order 
fake,  that  it  be  done  by  letters  of  recommendation  or  of 
difmifiion. 

12.  The  cenfures  of  the  church,  which  are  for  the 

preventing,  removing,  or  healing  offences,  are  excom¬ 
munication  or  admonition,  wherein  the  church  ought  to 
proceed  according  to  the  rule,  Matt,  xviii.  15,  16,  17. 
wherein  the  offence  is  to  be  brought  to  the  church  by  the 
mouth  of  the  elders  1 
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13.  Particular  churches,  although  they  are  diftind, 
and  have  not  one  power  over  another,  yet,  becaufethey 
are  united  unto  Chrift,  not  only  as  a  myftical  but  as  a  po¬ 
litical  head,  they  ought  to  have  communion  one  with  an¬ 
other,  by  way  of  mutual  care,  confultaiion,  admonition, 
and  participation  in  the  fame  ordinances. 

14.  Synods,  orderly  affembled  and  rightly  proceeding 
according  to  the  pattern  of  Ads  xv.  are  the  ordinance  of 
Ghrifl,  and,  if  not  abfolutely  neceffary  to  the  being,  yet 
neceffary  to  the  well-being  of  churches,  for  the  eflablifh- 
ment  of  peace  and  truth  therein.  And  many  churches 
may  fo  a  fie  mole  together  by  their  meflengers  and  elders. 
And  their  diredions  and  determinations,  fo  far  as  confo- 
nant  to  the  word  of  God,  are  to  be  received  with  reverence 
and  fub million,  not  only  for  -  their  agreement  therewith, 
without  which  they  bind  not  at  all,  but  alfo  for  the  power 
whereby  they  are  made,  as  an  ordinance  of  God  appointed 
thereunto  in  his  word. 

15.  Church  government  and  civil  government  may 
very  well  (land  together,  it  being  the  duty  of  the  magis¬ 
trate  to  take  care  of  matters  of  religion,  and  to  improve 
his  civil  authority  for  obferving  the  duties  commanded  in 
the  firft  as  well  as  the  fecond  table,  feeing  the  end  of 
their  office  is  not  only  the  quiet  and  peaceable  life  of  the 
fubjed  in  matters  of  righteoufnefs  and  honefty,  but  alfo 
in  matters  of  godlinefs.  1  Tim.  ri.  1,  2d3 

After  all  that  may  be  laid  in  favor  of  the  confiitution, 
the  ftrength  of  it  lay  in  the  union,  declared  in  the  laft 
article,  with  the  civil  authority.  The  ufuai  way  of  de¬ 
ciding  differences  and  controverfies  in  churches,  it  is  true, 
was  by  a  council,  confiding  of  the  elders  and  other  meffen- 
gers  of  neighbouring  churches,  and  where  there  was  a 
general  agreement  in  fuch  councils,  the  contending  parties 
generally  acquiefced  ;  but  if  the  council  happened  to  differ 
in  apprehensions  among  themfelves,  or  if  either  of  the 
contending  parties  were  contumacious,  it  was  a  common 
thing  for  the  civil  magiftrate  to  interpole  aad  put  an  end 
to  the  difpute, 
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CHAP,  V. 

x  ~  *  * 

The  Syftem  or  Body  of  Laws  eftabljflied  in  the 

Colony. 

AT  the  firft  meeting  of  the  court  of  affiftants,  at 
Chari  eftovpn,  Aug.  23d,  1639?  they  euablifhcd 
rules  of  proceeding  in  all  civil  adtiops,  and  inftituted 
iubordinate  powers  for  punifhing  offenders.  1  he  lu- 
preme  authority  being  in  the  court  of  affiftants,  they  re- 
folved  upon  frequent  meetings  for  the  due  execution  of  it. 
As  it  was  neceflary  for  every  family  to  provide  lodgings 
before  winter,  the  firft  law  propo fed  anci  pafkd  was  foi 
the  regulating  the  price  01  wages  of  woikmen,  under  a 
penalty  to  him  that  gave,  as  well  as  to  him  who  received, 
more  than  the  limited  price  *.  They  proceeded  to  other 
laws  for  punifhing  idlcnefs  and  encouraging  induftry  *,  and, 
as  they  were  in  the  mid  ft  of  favages,  much  more  numerous 
than  th.emfelves,  they  obliged  every  man  to  attend  military 
exercifes,  and  limited  the  bounds  of  their  plantations  that 
none  might  be  more  expoled  than  was  neceflary. 

In  civil  aftions,  equity,  according  to  the  circumftances 
of  the  cafe,  feems  to  have  been  their  ruie  of  deternrning. 
The  judges  had  recourfe  to  no  other  authorities,  than  the 
reafon  and  underftanding  which  God  had  given  them. 
In  punifhing  offences,  they  profefled  to  be  governed  by 
the  judicial  law  of  Mofes,  but  no  farther  than  thole  laws 
were  of  a  moral  nature. 

Whilst  they  were  thus  without  a  code  or  body  of 
laws,  and  the  colony  but  juft  come  to  its  birth,  their  fen- 
tences  leem  to  be  adapted  to  the  circumftances  of  a  large 
family  of  children  and  fervants,  as  will  appear  from  the 
following,  which,  from  amongft  many  others  of  the  lame 
fort,  I  have  taken  out  of  the  public  records. 

*  Carpenters,  joiners,  bricklayers,  fawyers,  and  thatchers  not 
ptore  than  2  s.  per  day.  Sc c. 
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Jofus  Plaiftowe,  for  ftealing  four  bafkets  of  corn  from 
*  c  Indians,  is  ordered  to  return  them  eight  bafkets,  to  be 
fined  five  pounds,  and  hereafter  to  be  called  by  the  name 
of  Jofias,  and  not  *  Mr.  as  formerly  he  ufed  to  be. 

„  Captain  Stone,  for  abufing  Mr.  Ludlow,  and  calling  him 
juflafs,  is  fined  an  hundred  pounds,  and  prohibited  coming 
within  the  patent  without  the  governor’s  leaver  upon  pain 
of  death. 

Serjeant  Perkins,  ordered  to  carry  forty  turfs  to  the 
fort,  for  being  drunk. 

Edward  Palmer,  for  his  extortion,  in  taking  two  pounds 
thirteen  fhillings  and  four  pence  for  the  wood  work  of 

Bofton  flocks,  is  fined  five  pounds,  and  ordered  to  be 
iet  one  hour  in  the  flocks. 

Captain  Lovel,  admonifhedtotakeheed  of  light  carriage. 
Thomas  Petit,  for  fufpicion  of  flander,  idlenefs,  and 
flubbornnefs,  is  cenfured  to  be  feverely  whipped,  and  to 
be  kept  in  hold. 

.  Catherine,  the  wife  of  Richard  Cornilh,  was  found  fufpi- 
cious  qf  incontinency,  and  ferioufly  admonifhed  to  take  heed. 

Daniel  Clarke,  found  to  be  an  immoderate  drinker,  was 
fined  forty  fhillings. 

John  Wedge  wood,  for  being  in  the  company  of  drunk¬ 
ards,  to  be  fet  in  the  flocks. 

John  Kitchin,  for  fhewing  books  which  he  was  com¬ 
manded  to  bring  to  the  governor,  and  forbidden  to  fhew 
them  to  any  other,  and  yet  fhewed  them,  was  fined  ten 
fhillings. 

Robert  Shorthofe,  for  fwearing  by  the  blood  of  God, 
was  fenttnced  to  have  his  tongue  put  into  a  cleft  flick, 
and  to  (land  fo  for  the  fpace  of  half  an  hour. 

Great  numbers  of  the  like  kind  might  be  added. 

b  *  They  were  very  careful  that  no  title  or  appellation  Ihould  be 
given  wheve  it  was  not  due,  not  more  than  half  a  dozen  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  ge  t  -men  took  the  title  of  efquire,  and  in  a  lift  of  100  free¬ 
men  yon  will  not  find'  above  4  or  5  diftinguiftm  d  by  Mr.  although 
they  were  r eneraliy  men  of  fome  fubftance.  Good-man  and  good- 
wife  were  commpn  appellations. 
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In  the  year  1634,  the  plantation  was  greatly  increafed, 
fettlements  were  extended  more  than  30  miles  from  the 
capital  town,  and  it  was  thought  high  time  to  have  known 
eftablifhed  laws,  that  the  inhabitants  might  no  longer  be 
fubiett  to  the  varying  uncertain  judgments,  which  other- 
wife  would  be  made  concerning  their  atfions.  The  mini- 
fters,  and  feme  of  the  principal  laymen,  were  confulted 
with,  about  a  body  of  laws,  fuited  to  the  c.rcumftances  of 
the  colony  civil  and  religious.  Committees,  con  nixing  of 
magiftrates  and  elders,  were  appointed  almofteveiy  year, 
for  12  or  14  years  together-,  and  wlnlft  they  were  thus 
fitting  a  code,  particular  laws,  which  wei  e  of  greats  ft 
neceffity,  from  time  to  time,  were  enacted  and  111  the 
year  1648,  the  whole,  collected  together,  weic  ratified  by 

the  court,  and  then  firlt  prnted. 

Mr.  Bellingham,  of  the  magiftrates,  and  Mr.  Cotton, 

of  the  clergy,  had  the  greateft  lbaie  in  this  work. 

Let  us  confider  the  character  of  our  r.ew  planters,  the 
ftate  and  condition  they  were  in  befoie  they  left  Lngland, 
and  after  their  arrival  in  America,  and  we  fhall  lee  the 
fource  of  the  peculiarities  in  then  laws  anti  cuftoms.  it 
has  been  obferved,  that  they  weie  difiatisfied  not  only 
with  the  ceremonies,  but  alfo  with  the  rigid  difcipline,  at 
that  time,  of  the  church  of  Lngland  :  In  this  indeed  they 
were  not  lingular-,  the  principal  commoners,  great  part 
of  the  clergy,  and  many  of  the  nobility,  were  of  the  fame 
fentiments  They  mult  ’nave  had  very  tender  and  foru- 
pulous  minds,  or  they  would  not  have  banifhed  themfelves 
from  their  dear  country,  friends,  and  acquaintance,  and 
launched  into  an  unknown  world,  lather  than  fubmit  to 
any  thing  againft  their  judgments  and  conferences.  They 
profeffed  a  facred  regard  to  the  word  of  God,  in  the  old 
and  new  teftament,  as  a  fufficient  rule  of  conduit,  and  that 
they  were  obliged  to  follow  it.  They  iooked  upon  the 
oblervation  of  the  firft,  as  well  as  fecond  table  neceflary  to 
be  enjoined  ;  and,  as  the  conftitufion  of  their  churches 
would  not  admit  of  ecclefiaftical  courts,  provifion  mult  be 
made  for  the  punifhment  of  many  offences  here,  by  the 
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hw  wuate’  which  are  not  ounces  by  the  common 
Jaw  Whether  every  breach  of  the  laws  of  the  firft  as 

^mple5  to’Tfl  haS  not  fuch  a  tendency>  by  mere  ex- 

llonP  for  4  bihepeaCe  °f  dvil  fociety>  ap  that  Provi- 
hn  r  Che  thereof  is  neceffary,  by  fome  au- 

thonty  or  other,  I  need  not  determine:  They  thought  k 
had,  and,  upon  this  principle,  they  did  not  choofe  fuch  pu- 

V?encS  for  c"mes»  as  were  merely  in  proportion  to  their 
affccling  the  lafety  or  peace  of  fociety,  a  principle,  upon 

which.  the  nations  of  Europe  have  been  more  and  more 
modelling  their  criminal  Jaws  for  feveral  ages  paft,  but 
annexed  greater  penalties  to  fome  immoralities  and  im¬ 
pieties  than  had  been  known  in  the  country  thev  left, 
etermined  many  others  to  deferve  the  notice  of  the  civil 
magiftrate,  which  would  have  d'caped  it  in  England,  and 
perhaps  judged  lome  actions  criminal,  which  to  minds 
Jels  fcrupulous  would  have  appeared  indifferent*  The 
generality  of  the  colony  being  very  near  upon  a  level, 
more  than  common  provifion  was  neceffary  to  enforce 
a  oue  obedience  to  the  laws,  and  to  eltablifli  and  pre- 
lerve  the  authority  of  the  government;  for,  although 
iome  amongft  them  had  handlbme  fortunes,  yet  in  general 
t  eir  eftates  were  fmall,  barely,  lufficient  to  provide  them 
houfes  ana  neceffary  accommodations ;  a  contempt  of  au¬ 
thority  was  therefore  next  to  a  capital  offence.  The 
country  being  new  and  uncultivated,  the  utmoft  induftry, 
oeconomy,  and  frugality  were  neceffary  to  their  fubfiffence, 
and  laws  with  heavy  penalties,  to  enforce  the  obfervance  of 
them.  1  ney  were  in  the  mid  if  of  favages,  whofe  numbers 
were  muc  greatei  than  their  own,  and  were  under  con¬ 
tinual  alaims  and  apprehei;  fions  of  danger,  and  a  drift  dif- 

*  The  chara&er,  which  the  colony  acquired  by  the  ftricWfs  and 
feventy  of  their  aws,  induced  many  perfons  of  pious  minds  to 
come  over  themfelves,  and  others  to  fend  their  children  for  educa¬ 
tion,  many  of  whom  remained  here.  Pennf.lvania,  by  a  greater  lati¬ 
tude  m  their  fyitem,  liave  drawn  inhabitants  in  much  treater  pro¬ 
portion.  Our  anceftors  valued  themfelves  upon  being  a  colon/ for 

religion.  Penn  had  no  qther  motive  to  found  his  colony  titan  human 
policy.  *  J 
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cipline  could  not  be  difpenfed  with.  If  we  add,  that  they 
were  at  their  full  liberty,  the  troubles  in  England  taking 
off  from  the  colonies,  the  attention  of  the  feveral  luccei- 
fions  of  Cupreine  power  there,  for  near  thirty  years  toge¬ 
ther-,  from  all  theft  circumftances,  we  may  pretty  well  ac¬ 
count  for  all  the  peculiarities  in  the  laws  o  the  colony. 

In  that  branch  of  law,  more  efpecially,  which  <s  dif- 
tinauifhed  by  the  name  of  crown  law,  they  profefTed 
to  have  no  regard  to  the  rules  of  the  common  law  of 
England.  They  intended  to  follow  Motes  s  plan,  as  has 
been  obferved,  but  no  farther  than  it  was  of  a  moral 
nature  *,  and  obligatory  upon  all  mankind,  and  perhaps 
they  did  not,  in  many  inftances,  err  in  judgment  upon 
the  morality  of  attions,  but  their  grand  miftake  lay,  m 
fuppofing  certain  natural  punifhments,  in  every  bate, 
alike  proportioned  to  this  or  that  particular  kind  of 
offence,  and  which  Mofes  had  obferved  whereas  luch 
punifhments  are  and  ought  to  be  governed  by  :he  par¬ 
ticular  conaitutions  and  circumftances  of  the  feveral  king¬ 
doms  and  (fates  where  they  are  applied  and  although 
they  were  undoubtedly  well  fitted  to  the  (late  ot  the 
ancient  Ifraelites,  and  the  great  end  of  punUhtnent,  viz. 
the  preventing  thedike  offences,  could  not,  it  may  be,  have 
been  otherwise  fo  well  tffefted,  yet  they  were  by  no  means 

*  They  did  not  go  the  length  of  the  Brownifts,  who  are  faid  to 
have  held,  “  that  no  prince  nor  ftate  on  the  earth  hath  any  legiila- 
live  power,  that  God  alone  is  the  lawgiver,  that  the  grcatell  ma- 
eiftrate  hath  no  ether  power  but  to  execute  the  laws  of  God  let 
down  in  feripture,  that  the  judicial  laws  ol  Mole;  bind  at  this  day 
all  the  nations  of  the  world,  as  much  as  evei  thej  did  t h .  Jews. 

"Roger  Williams  faid,  that  “  although  they  profefTed  to  be  bound 
by  fuch  judicials  only,  as  contained  in  them  moral  equity,  yet  they 
extended  this  moral  equity  to  fo  many  particulars,  as  to  take  in  the 
whole  judicial  law,  no  lei's  than  therigideft  Brownifts.”  Mm- 

Although  they  did  not  go  to  this  extreme,  it  mull  be  allowed  they 
did  not  keep  within  the  limits  they  profefTed  as  their  rule.  11 T 
were  charged  with  holding  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  magntrate  o 
kill  all  idolaters  and  hereticks,  even  whole  cities,  men,  women,  and 
children,  from  the  command  of  the  Ifraelites  to  root  out  tne  c.anaan- 

lies.  Idem .  .  .. 

7  obligatory 
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obligatory  upon  other  ftates  whofe  conftitudons  orcircum- 

monreeSo;^  V5  ^  0/her^es  have,  therefore,  conSy 

:  01  'e/s  ,va'led  from  them.  Idolatry,  was  the  fin 

hich  eafily  befet  the  Kraelites,  and  it  was  neceffarv  to 
make  it  a  capital  offence.  Perhaps,  if  it  Ihould  be  thought 
proper  to  prohibit  idolatry  in  China,  at  this  day,  the  fame 
T  '’a  ty  lT>ight  beneceffary,  and  yet  not  fo  in  New-En^land 
Murder  *,  fodomy  witchcraft,  arfon,  and  rape°of  a 

caokal  inTh^  r$  °lT 1  WCre  the  on,y  crimes  made 
capnal  in  the  colony  which  were  capital  in  England,  and 

yet,  from  the  miftaken  principle  I  have  juft  mentioned, 

their  laws  were  more  fanguinary  than  the  Engliff  laws  • 

fo'tl^m  Y  ma?C  Cap‘tal  here’  which  were 

here.  The  firft  m  order,  being  a  breach  of  the  firft 

command  m  the  decalogue,  was  the  worlhip  of  any  other 

God  befides  the  Lord  God.  Perhaps  a  roman  catholic 

h  s  it  a£°V  t  ^  rmight  have  comc 
this  Lw  After  the  miferable  Indians  fubmitted  to  the 

ne>l*fh  laws,  fpecial  provifion  was  made,  by  another  law 

tiat  ifany  of  them  Ihould  powow  or  perform  outward’ 

worlhip  to  their  falfe  gods,  the  powower  (who  was  their 

pneft)  Ihould  be  fined  five  pounds,  and  others  prefent 

twenty  Ihilhngs  each.  The  Indians  have  been  punilhed 

upon  the  latter  law,  but  I  never  met  with  an  inftance  of  a 

profccution  of  any  Englifhman,  upon  the  former 

1  oblafpheme  the  holy  name  of  God,  Father,  Son,  or 

hi  J  ?nr\mth  d‘rC?’  exPrefs»  prehimptuous,  or  high¬ 
handed  blafphemy,  either  by  wilful  or  obftinate  denyfng 

the  true  God,  or  his  creation  or  government  of  the  world, 
curling  God,  or  reproaching  the  holy  religion  of  God,  as 
if  it  was  a  politic  device  to  keep  ignorant  men  in  awe,  or 
to  u.ter  any  other  kind  of  blafphemy  of  the  like  namre 
and  degree,  was  alfo  made  capital. 

MAN-fteahng,  from  Exodus  xxi.  16.  was  alfo  capital. 

.rl*  H°rolcIlle  was  either  murder,  excufable  homicide,  or  juftiiiable. 
rhey  did  not  make  the  diftinftion  of  manflaughter  from  murder, 
rhe  benefit  of  the  clergy  was  of  popi£h  extraft,  and  burning  in  the 
hand  with  a  cold  irop  appeared  to  them  a  ridiculous  ceremony. 

•  '  So 
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So  was  adultery  with  a  married  woman,  both  to  the 
man  and  woman,  although  the  man  was  Tingle,  and  fe- 
veral  have  fuffered  death  upon  this  law  *.  Male  adultery 
with  an  unmarried  woman,  was  not  capital. 

He  who  was  convifted  of  wilful  perjury,  with  intent 
to  take  away  the  life  of  another,  was  to  fuffer  death,  from 
Deut.  xix.  1 6.*  This  crime  may  well  enough  be  denomi¬ 
nated  murder,  and  yet,  a  wilful  perjuiy,  by  which  a  mm  s 
life  is  in  fail  taken  away,  was  never  made  capital  in  Eng¬ 
land.  Many  offences  are  made  To,  which  Teem  to  be  in¬ 
ferior  in  their  guilt  and  confequences  to  the  p  blic.  The 
difficulty  of  conviilion  may  be  one  reafon,  and  the  dif- 
couragement,  it  would  fometimes  be,  to  witnefiT  s  to  give 
their  teftimonies,  another  and  ftronger  reafon,  in  vindica¬ 
tion  of  the  common  law.  In  this  inftance,  the  MaiTachu- 
fets  law  agreed,  I  take  it,  with  the  civil  law,  the  laws  of 
Scotland  at  this  day,  and  of  many  other  dates  in  Euiope. 

A  child  above  fixteen  years  of  age,  that  cu:  fed  or 
fmote  his  father  or  mother,  unlefs  provoked  by  cruelty 
and  in  its  own  defence,  or  unchriftianly  neglected  in  its 
education,  and  alfo  adubborn  and  rebellious  fon,  according 
to  Deut.  xxi.  20.  upon  conviftion,  were  to  fuffer  death. 
There  have  been  feveral  trials  upon  this  law.  1  have  met 

*  Philo  places  the  command  againft  adultery  before  that :  again  ft 

murder. - There  was  a  pretty  extraordinary  inftance  ot  a  pro- 

fecution  for  adultery  in  the  year  1663.  Mr.  N.  P.  a  young  mer¬ 
chant,  had  been  intimate  with  a  married  lady  of  one  of  the  find 
families  in  the  country.  After  her  hufband’s  death  he  married 
her.  After  they  had  lived  together  three  or  four  years,  a  profe- 
cution  was  began  againft  both  of  them,  for  adultery  in  the  life¬ 
time  of  the  firft  hulband.  They  were  both  committed  to  prifon, 
and  feparately  brought  upon  trial  for  their  lives.  The  court  and 
jury  were  favourable  to  the  hufband,  and  acquitted  him  ot  a  capi¬ 
tal  offence,  probably  becaufe  he  was  not  at  the  time  charged  a 
married  man.  The  wife  likewife  met  with  a  favourable  jury,  and 
they  found  her  alfo  not  guilty  ;  but  the  court,  who  thought  other- 
wife,  refufed  the  verdict,  and  the  caufe  was  carried  befoie  the  ge¬ 
neral  court,  where  fhe  very  narrowly  efcaped,  the  whole  court  de¬ 
termining  that  there  was  proof  of  a  crime  which  approached  very 
near  to  adultery,  but  in  favor  of  life  die  was  difeharged. 

with 
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with  one  conviction,  but  the  offender  was  refcued  from 
lega  ovvs  by  order  of  the  King’s  com  mtffi oners  in  1 66  -  *. 
1  igh  treafon  is  not  mentioned  f.  ‘Before  they  had 
agreed  upon  the  body  of  laws,  the  King’s  authority,  in 
England,  was  at  an  end.  Confpiracy  to  invade  their  own 
commonwealth,  or  any  treacherous  perfidious  attempt  to 
alter  and  iubvert,  fundamentally,  the  frame  of  their  polity 
and  government  was  made  a  capital  offence. 

Rape,  it  was  left  to  the  court  to  punifh  with  death  or 
other  grievous  punifhment,  at  difcretion +.  No  jud^e 
would  deme  to  have  a  capital  punifhment  left  to  his  dif- 

cretion,  and  it  may  be  doubted  whether,  in  any  cafe,  it  can 
be  or  public  utility. 

Several  offences  were  capital  upon  a  fecond  con- 
VKtion,  as  the  returning  of  a  romifh  prieft  into  the  jurif- 


In  the  fir  ft  draught  of  the  laws  by  Mr.  Cotton,  which  I  have 

ter"  male  A  T  ^  WinthroP’s  ^rs ’ocher  oIFences 

wei^  made  capital,  viz. 

cof^-otT2  VU  v01'dK  day  in  a  carelefs  or  ffornful  neglecd  or 
con t. wiii pt  theieof.  Numbers  xv.  30  to  36 

Reviling  the  magnates  in  higheit  rank,  viz.  the  governor  and 
council,  hxod.  xxu.  18.  1  Kings  xxii.  8,  9,  44.. 

Idefl, mg_ a  woman  efpoufed.  Dent.  xxii.  z  5  to  26. 

Jncclt  within  the  Levitical  degrees. 

The  pollution  mentioned  in  Levit.  xx.  13  to  16 

Lying  with  a  maid  in  her  father’s  houfc,  and 'keening  it  fecret 
until  lhe  was  married  to  another*  Exod.  xxi  16 

The  punidiment  by  death,  is  erafed  from  all'  thefe  offences  by 

Ar.  \\  inthrop,  and  they  are  left  to  the  difcrction  of  the  court  to 
millet  other  pumihment  fliort  of  death. 

from  the  fame  prejudice  in  favor  of  Ifraelitifh  cuEoms,  a  fond- 
nei,  arofc,  or  at  leaE  was  mcreaEd,  for  figmficant  names  for  chil- 

*rsn*  *  t^rce  nrlc  ^ ^  vvere  baptized  in  BoEon  church  were, 
d)y,  Rccompcnce,  and  Pity.  The  humour  fpread.  The  town  of 
Dorcnefter,  m  particular,  was  remarkable  for  fuch  names.  Faith, 
Hope,  Cnanty,  Deliverance,  Dcpendance,  Prefeived,  Content,  Pru¬ 
dent,  Patience,  Thankful,  Hate-evil,  Holdfaft,  & c.  Many  of 

WT.Kn  at  this  uay  are  retained  in  families,  in  remembrance  of  their 
anceftors. 

f  In  1678,  when  complaints  were  made  againE  the  colony,  it 
was  by  lav/  made  capital. 

t  Rape  was'not  capital  by  the  Jewifh  law,  and  for  that  reafon  it 
was  not  fo  for  many  years  by  the  colony  law. 

diction. 
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di&ion,  after  banifhment  upon  the  firft  conviftion.  The 
law  was  the  fame  with  refpedt  to  quakers  alfo. 

The  denial  of  either  of  the  hooks  of  the  old  and  new 
teftament,  which  were  all  enumerated,  to  be  the  written 
and  infallible  word  of  God,  was  either  banifhment  or 
death,  for  the  fecond  offence,  at  the  difcretion  of  the 
court,  and,  what  is  very  extraordinary,  an  inhabitant  who 
was  guilty  of  this  offence  upon  the  high  Teas,  was  made 
liable  to  the  penalty. 

Burglary  and  theft,  in  a  houfe  or  fields,  on  the  Lord’s 
day,  were  capital  upon  a  third  convidtion.  Thefe  were 
all  the  offences  which  they  made  capital. 

Larceny  or  theft,  was  punifhable  by  fine  or  whipping, 
and  reftitution  of  treble  the  value,  and  theft-boot,  by  a 
forfeiture  of  the  value  of  the  goods  to  the  government. 

The  penalty  of  drunkennefs,  was  ten  (killings,  exceffive 
drinking,  three  (hillings  and  four  pence,  tippling  above  half 
an  hour,  half  a  crown,  profane  curfing  and  lwearing,  ten 
{hillings,  and  if  more  than  one  oath  at  a  time,  twenty  {killings. 

I  have  feen  a  letter,  dated  about  the  year  1660,  where¬ 
in  a  gentleman  writes  to  his  friend  in  London,  that  “  he 
had  lived  feveral  years  in  the  country,  and  never  faw  a 
perfon  drunk,  nor  never  heard  a  profane  oath.” 

The  penalty  of  profanation  of  the  fabbath,  was  ten 
(hillings*. 

Fornication,  might  be  punifhed  by  enjoining  mar¬ 
riage,  by  fine  or  corporal  punifhment ;  and  a  freeman,  for 
this  offence,  might  be  disfranchifed  upon  convidtion  f. 

Idleness,  was  no  fmall  offence*,  common  fowlers, 
tobacco-takers,  and  all  other  perfons  who  could  give  no 
good  account  how  they  fpent  their  time,  the  conftables 
were  required  to  prefent  to  the  next  magiffrate,  and  the 

*  When  exception  was  taken  in  England  to  the  laws,  that,  re¬ 
lative  to  the  Sabbath,  retraining  perfons  from  walking  in  the  ftreets 
or  fields,  was  one  ;  but  although  their  charter  was  in  danger,  they 
refufed  to  make  any  alteration  in  the  law. 

f  Exodus  xxii.  16,  17/caufed  fome  doubt  whether  fine  or  cor¬ 
poral  punifhment  was  to  be  inflicted  for  fornication.  I  have  feveral 
manuscripts  on  both  fides  the  queftion. 

felcdlmen 
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feleftmen  of  every  town  were  required  to  overfee  the  fa- 
muKs,  and  to  ckftnbute  the  children  into  claffes,  and  to 
take  rare  that  they  were  employed  in  fpinning  and  other 
labour,  according  to  their  age  and  condition. 

Contempt  of  authority,  was  punifhed  with  great  fe- 
verity,  by  fine,  imprifonment,  or  corporal  punifhment. 

Lesser  offences,  as  all  breaches  of  the  peace,  and 
alfo  every  offence  contra  bonos  mores ,  where  there  was  no 
determinate  penalty,  the  court,  before  which  the  offence 
was  tried,  punifhed  at  diferetion. 

1  hey  Had  a  law  again  ft  ft  a  very,  except  prifoners  taken 
in  war.  Negroes  were  brought  in  very  early  among  them*. 
Some  judicious  perfons  are  of  opinion,  that  the  permiffion 
of  fiavery  has  been  a  publick  mifehief. 

Their  laws  concerning  marriage  and  divorce  were 
fomewhat  lingular.  I  fuppofe  there  had  been  no  inftance 
of  a  marriage,  lawfully  celebrated,  by  a  layman  in  Eng¬ 
land,  when  they  left  it.  I  believe  there  was  no  inftance  of 
marriage  by  a  clergyman  after  they  arrived,  during  their 
charter,  but  it  was  always  done  by  a  magiftrate,  or  by  per¬ 
fons  specially  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  who  were  con¬ 
fined  to  particular  towns  or  diftridls.  If  a  minifter  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  prefent,  he  was  defired  to  pray.  It  is  difficult 
to  affign  a  reafon  for  fo  iudden  a  change,  efpecially  as  there 
was  no  eftabliihed  form  of  the  marriage  covenant,  and  it 
muft  have  been  adminiftred,  many  times,  in  the  new  plan¬ 
tations,  by  perfons  not  the  moft  proper  for  that  purpofe, 
confidering  of  what  importance  it  is  to  fociety,  that  a  fenfe 
of  this  ordinance,  in  fome  degree  facred,  ffiould  be  main¬ 
tained  and  preferved -f ,  At  this  day,  marriages  are  folem- 
rsized  by  the  clergy,  and  altho*  the  law  admits  of  its  being 
done  by  a  juftice  of  peace,  yet  not  one  in  many  hundred 
is  performed  by  them  fo 

*  JofTelyn  mentions  three  or  four  blacks  in  Mr.  Maverick’s  fa¬ 
mily  at  Noddle  Vlftand  in  1638. 

f  'i  he  Scotch  writers  tell  us,  that  by  their  laws  it  is  not  neceftary 
marriages  fhould  be  celebrated  by  a  clergyman,  that  the  confent  of 
parties,  ftgnified  before  a  magiftrate,  or  only  before  two  witnefles, 
and  without  confummatton,  wil  l  make  a  marriage  valid. 

J  The  publication  of  the  banns  was  very  early  required,  and  no 

magiftrate. 
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In  matters  of  divorce,  they  left  the  rules  of  the  canon 
law  out  of  the  queftion ;  with  refpeCt  to  fome  of  them  pru¬ 
dently  enough.  I  never  heard  of  a  feparation,  under  the 
firft  charter,  cl  tnenfa  et  thoro .  Where  it  is  pradlifed,  the 
innocent  party  often  fuffers  more  than  the  guilty.  In 
general,  what  would  have  been  caufe  for  fuch  a  ieparation 
in  the  fpiritual  courts,  was  fufficient,  with  them,  for  a 
divorce  cl  vinculo .  Female  adultery  was  never  doubted 
to  have  been  fufficient  caufe  ;  but  male  adultery,  after 
fome  debate  and  conlultation  with  the  elders,  was  judged 
not  fufficient.  Defertion  a  year  or  two,  where  there  was 
evidence  of  a  determined  defign  not  to  return,  was  always 
good  caufe  ;  fo  was  cruel  ufage  of  the  hufband.  Confan- 
guinity,  they  fettled  in  the  fame  degrees  as  it  is  fettled  in 
England,  and  in  the  Levitical  laws.  It  is  faid,  a  man  may 
give  his  wife  moderate  correction  without  expofing  him- 
felf  to  any  penalty  in  the  law ;  our  legiflators  had  more 
tender  fentimentS'  of  this  happy  ftate,  and  a  man  who 
ftruck  his  wife,  was  liable  to  a  fine  of  ten  pounds  or  cor¬ 
poral  puniffiment :  A  woman  who  ftruck  her  hufband, 
was  liable  to  the  fame  penalties  *. 


magiftrate,  or  other  perfon  fpecially  authorized  to  join  pci  foils  in 
marriage,  had  authority  to  do  it  before  the  parties  had  been  pub- 
lifhed  according  to  law.  The  fame  law  v/as  renewed  under  the 
province  charter,  and  after  more  than  an  hundred  years  expci  ience, 
has  been  found  very  beneficial  ;  there  have  been  initances,  but  they 
are  rare,  of  young  people  going  to  New-Hampfhire,  where  li¬ 
cences  to  marry  are  granted  by  the  governor.  As  thcfe  mftances 
have  been,  many  of  them,  not  for  the  moft  reputable  caufes,  their 
example  has  had  but  little  influence.  Perhaps,  in  a  few  yeais,^  tne 
people  of  England  will  be  equally  well  fatisfied  with  the  provifion 
made  by  the  late  marriage  afl,  and  no  body  will  be  at  the  pains  oi  & 
journey  to  Scotland,  to  avoid  conformity  to  it.  Upon  Mr.  Dudley’s 
being  appointed  preildent  of  the  colony,  &c.  in  1680,  hc  publifhcd 
an  order  of  council,  authorizing  and  irnpowering  mini  Iters  and 
juflices  of  the  peace,  the  order  fays,  “  to  confummate  marriages,’ 
after  three  fevered  times  publication  or  licence  from  the  president  or 

deputy.  ,  , 

*  This  feems  to  leave  the  wife  to  the  mercy  of  the  humane,  who 

ordinarily  mull  have  paid  the  fine  himfeli,  or  fuller  her  to  be 
whipped. 

f  f  u 
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.  teftamentary  matters,  the  county  courts  had  juris¬ 
diction  by  law  *.  In  the  beginning,  they  fo  far  followed 
the  civil  law,  as  to  confider  real  eftates  as  mere  bona ,  and 
they  did  not  confine  themfelves  to  any  rules  of  diftribu- 
tion  then  in  ufe  in  England,  and  which,  afterwards,  were 
more  fully  eftablifhed  by  the  ftatute  of  diftributions.  They 
ccmfidered  the  family  and  eftate  in  all  their  circumftances. 

metimes  afTi^ned  a  greater  portion  to  one  branch 
than  another ;  fometimes  they  fettled  all  upon  the  widow  ; 
in  other  cafes,  afligned  the  whole  eftate  to  the  adminiftra- 
tors,  oi  to  any  relation  who  would  undertake  to  fupport 
or  provide  for  the  family,  and  pay  certain  fums  to  the 
children  when  they  came  to  age  or  marriage.  ^  All  this 
feems  to  be  neceffary  in  a  new  plantation,  where  moft 
people  foon  fpent  what  little  perfonal  eftate  they  had,  in 
improvement  upon  their  lands.  When  they  eftablifhed  a 
genera!  rule,  they  conformed  very  near  to  the  rules  re¬ 
specting  perlonal  eftate  in  England,  only  they  gave  the 
eldeft  Ion  a  double  portion  -f,  and  in  the  real  eftate,  the 
widow  generally  was  confidered  for  her  dower  only,  but 
ftill,  according  to  the  circumftances  of  the  eftate  and  fami¬ 
ly,  the  court  would  confider  the  widow,  and  allow  her  a 
greater  or  leffer  parr,  and  enjoin  her  to  take  care  of  the 
children  unable  to  provide  for  themfelves,  in  proportion 
to  what  fhe  received.  They  had  no  law  for  the  diftribu- 
tion  or  the  eftates  of  perfons  dying  infolvent;  however,  as 
executors  and  adminiftrators  were  not  held  to  prefer  in 
payment  one  debt  to  another,  whether  by  judgment,  bond, 
or  Ample  contract  •  the  ufual  way  was,  for  a  creditor  of  an 
infolvenc  perfon  to  apply  to  the  general  court,  to  appoint 
commiffioners  to  examine  the  claims,  and  alfo  to  difcover 
the  eftate  by  examining  upon  oath,  &c.  and  each  creditor 


*  reign  of  Henry  the  fever;  th,  it  was  faid  by  Fincux,  that 

ehe  jurildiftion  of  the  fpiritual  court  in  matters  teftamentary  was 
but  lately  introduced  bv  cuftom. 

.  4  it 

4  From  Deuteronomy  xxi.  17.  This  law  of  Mofes  extended  as 
well  to  real  as  perfonal  eftate,  and  perhaps  had  as  great  weight  as 
culiec  the  civil. law,  oi*  the  peculiar  circumftances  of  a  new  coun¬ 
try. 
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was  paid  in  proportion*.  The  common  law  was  altered 
with  refpe£t  to  fee-fimple  eftates,.  and  they  defcended  to 
every  child.  It  feems  very  natural  to  fuppofe,  that  eftates 
in  fee-tail  would  defcend  in  like  manner,  except  fo  far  as 
the  entail  limited  or  cut  the  fee,  as  in  gavelkind  all  the 
fons  take  as  heir  of  the  body.  Notwithftanding  this,  the 
conftrudtion  of  a  general  tail  was  fuch,  that  the  heir  at 
common  law  took  as  heir  of  the  body,  to  the  exclufion  of 
the  other  children.  Traitors  and  felons  might  difpofe  of 
their  eftates,  real  and  perfonal,  by  will,  after  fentence,  and 
if  they  died  inreftate,  diftribution  was  made  as  in  other 
cafes,  there  being  no  forfeitures.  1  hey  held  their  lands, 
as  of  the  manor  of  Eaft- Greenwich,  in  the  county  of  Kent, 
in  free  and  common  focage,  and  not  in  capite,  nor  by 
knight  fervice.  They  ftrangely  fuppofed  that  focage- 
tenure  included  all  the  properties  and  cuftoms  of  gavel¬ 
kind,  one  of  which  is,  ct  the  father  to  the  bough,  the  fon 
totlje  ploughff.* 9  God  having  forbad  the  alienation  of  lands 
from  one  tribe  to  another  in  the  commonwealth  of  Ifrael, 
fo  among  the  firft  laws  of  the  colony  it  was  provided,  “  that 
no  free  inhabitant  of  any  town  fhould  fell  the  lands  allotted 
to  him  in  the  town,  but  to  fome  one  or  other  of  the  free 
inhabitants  of  that  town,  unlefs  the  town  gave  confent,  or 
refufed  to  give  what  others  offered  without  fraud.”  This 
law  could  not  continue  long  in  force.  All  the  valuable 
ends  were  anfwered  by  making  lands  liable  to  pay  taxes 
upon  them  to  the  town  where  they  lay,  though  the  lands 
be  not  the  property  of  the  inhabitants. 

They  made  provifion,  by  temporary  laws,  for  the 
charges  of  government.  This  was  done  for  divers  years 
in  the  moft  equitable  way,  by  affeffing  every  inhabitant  in 

proportion  to  the  profits  of  his  whole  eftate  real  and  per- 

/ . 

*  About  the  year  1680,  a  law  was  made  to  enable  the  county  courts 
to  appoint  commiflioners  to  examine  claims  to  the  eftates  of  perfons 
dying  infolvent,  and  to  diftribute  in  proportion  to  the  creditors, 
f  “  As  to  what  is  objected  again  ft  perfons  condemned  making 
wills,  &x.  we  conceive  it  to  be  according  to  our  patent  and  its 
11  original,  viz.  that  of  Eaft-Greenwich,  according  unto  which, 
iX  as  we  conceive,  notwithftanding  the  father’s  crime,  yet  the  chil- 
dr ea  are  to  pofiefs  the  eftate.”  Ri&rds. 

F  f  2  Tonal* 
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Jonal,  and  his  income  by  any  ways  and  means  whatever 

are  2,  Byimpcib ,  excifes,  and  other  duties,  taxes 
.  jfkly  paid,  which  if  proportionably  laid  upon 
every  ind.v.duaJ,  and  paid  in  one  fum  out  of  an  annual 
income,  would  be  thought  intolerable.  The  clergy,  at  all 
times,  have  been  exempt  from  all  taxes  for  their  perfons 
or  eftates  unt,er  their  own  improvement,  not  merely  be¬ 
came  this  was  agreeable  to  the  Levitical  law  *,  but  becaufe 
.they  depended  upon  the  people  from  year  to  year  for  their 
fupport,  and  whatever  was  added  to  their  annual  expence 
by  a  tax  fo  much  muft  have  been  added  by  the  people  to 
enable  their  minifters  to  pay  it.  After  the  year  1645,  im¬ 
ports  and  exercnes  were  introduced.  Where  the  officers  are 
annually  elefted  by  the  people,  one  great  objeftion  againil 
uch  duties,  viz.  the  influence  fuch  officers  may  have  upon 
the  peoples  liberty,  in  other  elections,  can  have  no  place 
Their  military  laws,  at  firft,  were  more  feve re,  every 
perfon  being  required  to  appear  in  arms,  in  order  for  mi- 
htaiy  exercile,  once  every  month.  Some  few  perfons  in 
public  office  were,  only,  excepted.  This  was  afterwards 
Jefiened  to  eight  times  in  a  year,  and  at  length  to  four. 
Every  inhaoitant  was  to  be  furnilhed  with  arms  and  am¬ 
munition.  A  few  months  aftual  fervice  againft  the  Indian 

enemy  in  Philip  s  war,  made  better  foldiers,  than  all  their 
exercile  at  home  had  done  in  forty  years. 

Upon  the  divifion  of  the  colony  into  regiments,  colo- 

~JS  a.nl  co,noneIs  were  appointed  to  each  regiment. 
This  la  feed  but  a  fliort  time  ;  ever  after  they  had  one  field 

officer  only  to  every  regiment,  a  ferjeant  major ;  and  a 
majoi  general  for  the  whole.  He  was  chofen  by  the  free¬ 
men.  Fhe  oli icers  ol  the  feveral  companies,  ordinarily, 
were  chofen  by  the  companies  refpedively,  and  prefented 
to  the  general  court  for  their  approbation. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  add  a  brief  account  of  their 
regulative  andjudiciary  forms,  and  fome  Ipecial  cuftoms. 

Upon  occaiion  of  lome  difputes  with  the  clergy  at  Rome  a 
memorial  was  prefented,  in  which  was  this  maxim,  “  That  the 
dergy  ought  to  contribute  to  the  fupport  of  the  fhte,  let  the  old 
tdtament  lay  what  it  will.  ’  Spirit  of  Laws. 
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The  magiftrates  or  afliftants,  and  the  deputies  or  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  people,  at  firft,  fat  together  in  one 
room,  and,  for  feveral  years  voted  together,  without  any 
diftindlion,  the  major  part  of  the  whole  number  determin¬ 
ing  the  vote,  for  in  1635,  when  the  general  court  was 
ordered,  for  time  to  come,  to  be  held  twice  a  year  only, 
it  was  at  the  fame  time  refolved,  that  inafmuch  as  in  thole 
courts  held  by  the  magiftrates  and  deputies,  there  might 
arife  fome  difference  of  judgment  in  doubtful  cafes,  there¬ 
fore  no  law,  order,  or  fentence  fnould  pafs  as  an  ad:  of  the 
court,  without  the  confent  of  the  greater  part  of  the  ma¬ 
giftrates  on  the  one  part,  and  the  greater  number  of  the 
deputies  on  the  other  part,  and  for  want  of  fuch  accord, 
the  caufe  or  order  was  to  be  fufpended,  and  if  either  party 
thought  it  fufficiently  material,  a  committee  was  to  be 
chofen,  one  half  by  the  magiftrates,  and  one  half  by  the 
deputies, which  committee  might  chufe  an  umpire,  and  by 
them  the  caufe  was  to  be  determined.  This  was  a  pru¬ 
dent  precaution  on  the  part  of  the  magiftrates  ;  for  their 
number  being  limited,  and  the  number  of  deputies  increaf- 
ing  in  proportion  as  new  towns  were  planted,  without  fuch 
provifion,  the  magiftrates  would,  in  a  few  years,  have  loft 
all  their  weight  in  the  legiftative  part  of  the  government.  - 
There  is  no  record  of  the  general  court’s  fitting  and  ad> 
ing,  in  diftinft  and  feparate  houfes,  until  the  year  1644.  In 
the  charter,  as  has  been  obferved,  there  was  no  mention 
of  a  houfe  of  reprefentatives ;  a  general  court  was  to  con- 
fift  of  the  magiftrates  and  freemen,  and  this  occaffoned 
the  difpute  whether  there  was  a  negative  voice  in  each 
part  of  the  legiftative  body,  but  at  length  it  was  agreed, 
that,  in  matters  of  iegiflation,  they  (hould  aft  diftinft  and 
feparate,  and  that  no  legiftative  aft  fhould  be  valid  that 
was  not  approved  by  the  major  part  of  each  houfe. 

The  judicial  power,  both  in  civil  and  criminal  matters, 
was  at  firft  exercifed  by  the  court  of  afliftants,  except  in 
cafes  cognizable  by  a  juftice  of  peace.  In  divers  cafes  of 
violent  death,  juries  of  inqueft  were  impanelled  by  the 
governor,  and  a  jury  was  alfo  impanelled  for  trial  of  any 
perfons  charged  by  the  jury  of  inqueft.  I  find  but  one 

Ff  3  inftance 
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inftance  of  trial  by  jury  in  any  cafe,  except  murder,  and 
that  was  in  an  adiion  of  affault  and  battery,  until  Novem- 
ber  16*3,  when  it  was  ordered  that  procefs  fhould  be 
directed  by  the  fecretary  to  the  beadle,  to  warn  24  jurors, 
14  days  before  the  court,  who  were  to  be  named  by  the 
fetretary.  In  1634,  an  order  or  law  was  made,  that  no 
trial  fhould  pafs  upon  any  for  life  or  death,  without  a  jury 
regularly  cbofen  by  the  freemen.  Grand  juries  were  firft 
eftablifhed  by  law  in  September  1635.  At  the  firft  court 
afterwards,  an  hundred  offences  were  prefented. 

Thu  colony  increafing,  and  the  fettlements  extending 
remote  from  the  capital,  it  was  foon  found  neceffary  to 
make  4  diyifjon  into  fhires  or  counties,  and  courts  were 
held  in  each  county,  in  fome  four  in  a  year,  in  others  two, 
in  Yorkfhire  or  the  province  of  Main,  but  one.  Thefe 
courts  were  held  by  the  magiftrates  who  lived  in  each 
pounty,  or  any  other  magiftrates  who  would  attend,  toge- 
thei  with  fuch  other  perions  as  the  freemen  of  the  county, 
from  time  to  time,  fhould  nominate,  and  the  general  court 
approve  of,  fo  as  to  make  five  in  all,  any  three  to  hold  a 
court.  They  had  power  to  determine  all  civil  caufes  *,  and 
all  criminal,  the  penalty  not  extending  to  life,  member,  or 
bamfhment.  Grand  and  petit  juries  were  fummoned  to  at¬ 
tend  them.  Appeals,  from  them,  lay  to  the  court  of  affiftants 
and  from  thence  to  the  general  court.  The  higher  offences 
againft  law  were  cognizable  by  the  affiftants  only,  except 
ppon  application,  by  appeal  or  petition,  to  the  general  court, 
jn  all  actions,  civil  or  criminal,  in  which  any  ftranger  was 
a  party  or  interefted?  who  could  not  ftay,  without  damage, 
to  attend  the  ordinary  courts  of  juftice,  the  governor  or 
deputy  governor,  with  any  two  magiftrates,  had  power  tq 
call  a  ipecial  coqrt,  to  hear  and  determine  the  caufe,  either 
pivil  or  criminal,  if  triable  in  a  county  court;  the  record  of 
the  proceedings  to  be  t^nlmitted  to  the  records  of  the 
courts  of  affiftants.  In  divers  towns,  a  petty  court  was 
1  1  5-  ^  ^  ^  I  “  trefpaffes  under  twenty 

|hiJlings :  Apcl  in  every  town  the  i'eledtmen,  whp  were 
annually  chpfep  by  the  town,  had  power  to  hear  and 

*  At  firft  in  civil  caufes  they  were  limited  to  ten  pounds. 

determine 
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determine  all  offences  againft  the  by-laws  of  the  town,  the 
penalty  of  which  could  not  extend  beyond  twenty  (hillings, 
and  the  by-laws  could  not  extend  to  matters  criminal  in 
their  nature,  but  were  limited  to  the  regulation  of  their 
buildings,  fences,  ftrcets,  &c.  to  the  preventing  nufances, 
and  to  other  matters  tending  to  the  convenience  and  ac¬ 
commodation  of  the  inhabitants. 

The  ftar-chamber,  high-commiflion,  as  well  as  all  the 
.ecclefiaftical  courts,  were  in  their  zenith  when  our  an- 
ceftors  left  England  ;  but  they  brought  away  no  affection 
for  them.  A  difcontented  attorney  *,  who  publifhed  in 
1642 ,  a  little  pamphlet  relative  to  New-England,  fays, 
that  “  in  their  general  courts  and  quarter-fefiions,  they 
exercifed  all  the  powers  of  parliament,  king  s-bench,  com¬ 
mon-pleas,  chancery,  high-commiffion,  (lar-chamber,and  all 
other  the  courts  of  England,  and  in  divers  inffances  put  to 
death,  banifhed,  fined,  cut  off  ears,  whipt  and  imprifoned 
for  ecclefiaftical  and  civil  offences. ”  It  will  appear  from 
their  ecclefiaftical  conftitution,  and  the  profeffed  indepen¬ 
dency  of  the  churches,  that  there  was  no  room  for  the  ex- 
ercile  of  great  part  of  the  powers  ot  the  fpiritual  courts. 

All  caufes  which,  in  England,  would  have  fallen  within 
the  jurifdiftion  of  the  high  court  of  admiralty,  were  like- 
wife  heard  and  determined  in  the  courts  of  common  law. 


There  were  divers  inftances  of  trials,  condemnations,  and 


Lcchford,  who  left  England  about  the  *  f 
as  he  fays,  with  the  ecclefiaftical  go-  v  j 


*  This  was  one  Thomas  Lcchford,  who  left  England  about  tin 
year  1637,  being  diflatisfted,  as  he  fays,  with  the  ecclelialtical  go 
vernment,  and  having  made  himfelf  obnoxious  by  his  opposition  t< 


vernment,  and  having  made  himfelf  obnoxious  by  his  opposition  to 
epifcopacy.  When  he  came  to  New-England,  he  lays,  h£  Joun'd;  . 


ture,  his  going  to  the  jury,  and  pleading  with  them  out^ft  court, 1  and 
debarred  him  from  pleading  any  man's  caufe  befides  ftis  own,  and  at 
the  fame  time  admonilhed  him  not  to  prcfum^  rn  "meddle  bfevond 


means  of  fupporting  himfelf,  he  returned  tc 

zealous  epifcopalian.  Epifcopacy  being  declining  tncre,  ne  naa 

1  f  _  .  _ _  .  _ l.._  1  .wv  nirl  _TT.norl  in  nd 


fhould  be  called  to  by  the' court. 

fupporting  himfelf,  he  returned  tc 
pifcopalian.  Epifcopacy  being  declining  tncre,  ne  naa 

1  '  ,l„  _ _  _ .  rr _ 1 _  _ nU.K.nfflanfl 
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Si?Don°rhPi^Ci?V  mUrTderS’  and  0ther  felon?es  «>m. 

thinp  that  ‘  fyC  'gb  feas‘  ^  ima§ine’  tbe  neceffity  of  the 
fo  this  iv  rJ  !re  m'ght  bedone’  muft  have  been  plea 

fLer,  roP  r,dlnf y  Pr°Ceeding-  To  have  **  f«hof. 

thedJePal^nf  ahd’fWhere  thCy  m'ght  haVe  had  a  triaI>  tc 
woulcfSvl  u  WhlCh  1°  excePtion  could  have  been  made, 

terd  nJ  v  hTu  mil<;h  more  re8u-ar’  and  the  expence  at- 
3  J  mu,ft  bave  been  matter  of  little  weight,  when 

ritv  Pfor1rW!  KC  P^  KSr^en  C°  de3th’  Where 'hc  aL^o- 
favor  of  it.  W3S  d°Ubtfu,>  if  even  that  maX  be  Paid  in 

^H.EIR  j^iC,al  proceedings  were  in  as  fummary  a  wav 

de.Cr°eUe  ofm  thC°3rift  P**™io„  of  any  /offi 

regarded  fnr ^  T  They  feem  t0  have  not  much 

we  tot  f„T  T-  °?  S  °*  entrics-  Writs  and  procefles 
n  the  King  s  name,  and  were  very  concife 

find  a  writ  in  1650  in  this  form : 

To  the  iV-arfhal  or  his  Deputy. 

WillJn^  recluued  to  attach  the  goods  or  lands  oi 

as  to  bmdihVerS  C°  thekvalueof  one  hundred  pounds,  fa 
Boftcn  ”9  S?  Tu  t0  1C  re,P°nfible  at  the  next  court  at 
of  Mr  r  9  H  °|nhe  5?.month>  t0  anfwer  the  complaint 
of  fifrv  Jamn  Aftwood  ,n  an  of  debt,  to  the  value 

true  remPrnUS’  fP°H  3  5,1  °!  exchan§e’  and  fo  make  a 
,  i  re£urn  hereot  under  your  hand.  Dated  29th  2d  mo 
1  Q5°-  per  curiam, 

vi  ,  Wm.  AfpinwaU.5* 

Thevnw  ^  n0t  f°Ub-e  thcmfelves  w'th  pleas  in  abatement. 

I  hey  made  no  alteration  upon  the  feveral  chanoes  of  °o- 

the  nme,r  ln  7n,gland:  1  here  is  no  room  to  fuppofe,  that 

°1  mydiy}  ?-me  proc«d'd  <«*«£ 

■  ’  ,,  .  >'  ™a8lncd  themfelves  altogether  indepen- 

dent.  So  far  as  their  dependence  was  exprefled  in  their  char¬ 
ter,  it  could  not  be  difputed.  The  reafonable  and  neceflary 
connexion,  between  a  colony  and  the  ftate  from  which  it 
pnngs  perhaps,  was  not  fully  underftood.  They  were  not 
long  afraid  of  any  checks  or  reftraints  from  the  powers  at 
ome.  After  a  few  years  the  authority  of  the  king  in  Eng- 
an  was  at  an  end.  The  houfe  of  commons,  in  1642, 

pafled 
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pafled  a  refolve,  which  {hews  the  colony  to  have  been  a  fa¬ 
vorite.  Both  Oliver  and  Richard  Cromwell,  during  their 
protectorates,  wrote  to  the  government  in  a  dile  more  pro¬ 
per  for  one  ally  to  another,  than  for  the  head  of  a  fove- 
reign  date  to  one  of  its  branches  or  depsndances. 

For  more  than  the  ten  firft  years,  the  parties  fpake 
for  themfelves,  for  the  molt  part ;  fometimes,  when  it  was 
thought  the  caufe  required  it,  they  were  afiided  by  a  patron, 
or  man  of  l'uperior  abilities,  but  without  fee  or  reward. 

Where  there  was  fo  much  of  equality  in  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  inhabitants,  and  once  a  year  every  office  ex¬ 
pired,  it  is  not  ftrange,  that  every  order  of  men  (hould  be 
fond  of  acquiring  and  retaining  their  full  {hare  of  power 
and  authority  ;  and  although  it  had  been  a  knovvn  rule  in 
the  conftitution  they  came  from,  that  matters  of  evidence 
were  determinable  by  the  jury,  and  points  of  law,  ordina¬ 
rily  by  the  court,  and  the  general  court  was  fo  fenfible  of 
the  expediency  of  this  rule,  that  in  1642,  they  paffed  a 
temporary  law  or  order,  “  that  in  all  trials  between  party 
“  and  party,  the  jury  fhall  find  matter  of  fa«5k,  with  da- 
“  mages  and  cods,  according  to  their  evidence,  and  the 
“  judges  are  to  deckre  the  ientence  upon  it,  or  they  may 
“  direCl  the  jury  to  find  according  to  the  law,”  yet  the 
jury  feldom  found  a  fpecial  verdiCl,  which,  a  contempo¬ 
rary  writer  fays,  was  the  caufe  of  many  inconveniencies  *. 
I  do  not  find  that  this  law  was  ever  revived.  It  was 
a  very  common  thing,  for  the  court  to  refufe  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  verdiCt  of  the  jury,  and,  in  this  cafe,  the  caufe 
was  carried  before  the  general  court.  The  jury  fome¬ 
times  gave  their  verdiCt,  that  there  were  drong  grounds 
of  fufpicion,  but  not  fufficient  evidence  to  conviCt.  The 
court  would  give  fentence  upon  this  verdiCt,  and  punifh 
for  many  offences  which,  by  the  evidence  upon  trial,  the 
party  appeared  to  them  to  haye  been  guilty  of,  although 
he  was  not  convicted  of  the  particular  crime  he  was  charged 
with.  Secundum  allegata  et  probata  was  a  rule  of  pro¬ 
ceeding  to  which  they  did  not  confine  themfelves  -f. 

In 

*  Lechford,  p.  28. 

+  Mr.  Hinkley,  governor  of  Plimout\  writing  to  Mr.  Stoughton  for 

adviee. 
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In  criminal  profecutions,  regularly,  a  bill  was  to  be 
found  by  a  grand  jury,  in  which  they  were  not  very 
formal.  Sometimes  the  bill  would  be  indorfed,  that  the 
jury  had  ftrong  grounds  of  fufpicion,  but  not  fufficient 
evidence  to  put  upon  trial.  I  have  met  with  inftances  of 
one  of  the  court  Handing  up,  after  a  verdift  of  the  petty 
jury  of  not  guilty,  in  a  capital  trial,  and  charging  the  pri- 
foner,  in  open  court,  with  burglary  and  theft,  which  were 
not  capital,  anu  a  new  trial  ordered  upon  fuch  charge. 
The  court  would  fometimes  afk  the  party  charged,  whe¬ 
ther  they  would  be  tried  by  bench  ©r  jury  ? 

An  attorney- general  was  not  an  eftabliffied  officer.  On 
fome  occafions,  a  perfon  has  been  fpecially  authorized  to 
bring  informations  for  the  king  or  government  *.  The  trea- 
furer,  as  receiver-general  for  the  colony,  took  care  for  the 
recovery  of  public  dues.  In  criminal  matters,  a  fpirit  of 

virtue  produced  informers,  without  reproach  to  their  cha¬ 
racters. 

Oaths  were  adminiftred,  with  no  other  ceremony  than 
holding  up  the  hand.  This  was  fufficient  to  diflinguiffi 
a  witnefs  from  the  reft  of  the  court.  Tiffing,  or  laying  the 
hand  upon  the  book,  was  fcrupied,  as  an  idolatrous  cere¬ 
mony,  and  it  has  never  fince  been  pra&ifed  in  the  govern¬ 
ment,  nor  the  other  governments  in  New-England,  except 
when  fpecial  commiffions  from  England,  to  take  depofitions 
■  to  be  ufed  in  fome  of  the  courts  of  law  there,  have  made 
it  neceflary.  There  is  no  law  to  enjoin  this,  or  reftrain 
any  other  mode.  Oaths  are  faid  to  be,  generally,  admini¬ 
ftred  according  to  the  religion  he  that  iwears  holds  to  be 
true.  The  Chriftian  is  fworn  upon  the  gofpels,  the  Jew 

ad /ire,  in  he  anfwers  him ;  “  The  telfimony  you  mention 

againll  the  priloner,  I  think,  is  clear  and  fufficient  to  convift  him  ; 
but  in  cafe  your  jury  (hould  not  be  of  that  mind,  then,  if  you  hold 
yourfelves  llriaiy  obliged  by  the  laws  of  England,  no  other  verditf, 
but  not  guilty,  Can  be  brought  in  ;  but,  according  to  our  praftice  in 
this  j u ri idibuOn ,  we  fhould  punilh  him  with  fome  grievous  punilh- 
ment,  according  to  the  demerit  of  his  crime,  though  not  found  ca¬ 
pital.” 

*  £“P.  court’s  records. 


upon 
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upon  the  old  teftament*,  and  the  Mahometan  upon  the 
alcoran.  To  have  the  fear  of  God  before  our  eyes  is  all 
that  is  effential,  and  this  is  more  likely  to  be  produced  by 
a  due  gravity  and  lolemnity,  at  the  adminifhation  on  his 
part  who  adminifters  the  oath,  as  well  as  he  who  takes  it, 
than  by  any  particular  ceremony.  Gentlemen  who  come 
among  us,  from  other  parts  of  the  Britilh  dominions,  ap¬ 
prove  of  this  form,  and  it  is  kept  up  now  more  from  the 
decency  of  it,  than  from  any  religious  fcruples. 

For  the  firft  twenty  years,  they  ufed  too  little  formality 
in  their  deeds  and  conveyances  ot  the  titles  to  lands  ;  but 
in  the  year  1651,  it  was  thought  necefiary  to  order,  that 
no  eftate  of  inheritance  fhould  pals,  unlefs  it  was  exprefled 
in  the  deed  or  conveyance  “  to  have  and  to  hold  to  the 
grantee  and  his  heirs  for  ever,’*  or  words  to  that  effeft ; 
and  fo  no  eftate  tail,  except  expreffed  “  to  the  heirs  male 
of  the  body  lawfully  begotten  for  ever,  or  to  the  grantee 

for  life,  or  term  of  years,5’  &c. 

As  early  as  the  year  1640,  they  made  provifion  for  a 
public  regiftry,  and  no  mortgage,  bargain,  fale,  or  grant 
of  any  realty  was  good,  where  the  granter  remained  in  pof- 
feftion,  againft  any  perfons,  except  the  granter  and  his  heirs, 
unlefs  the  fame  was  acknowledged  before  a  magiftrate,  and 
recorded  *,  and  all  grants  that  had  been  before  made  were  to 
be  acknowledged  and  recorded,  within  one  month  after  the 
end  of  October  that  year,  if  the  party  was  within  the  jurif- 
diflion,  if  not,  within  three  months  after  their  return,  other- 
wife  to  be  void,  except  as  alorefaid. 

Every  marriage,  birth,  and  death  was  like  wife  regif- 
tred,  firft  in  the  town,  and,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  carried 
by  the  town  clerk,  or  clerk  of  the  writs,  as  he  was  then 
called,  to  the  county  regifter ;  and  every  neglect  was 
punifhed  with  twenty  (hillings  fine. 

*  It  is  faid  by  fome  writers,  that  fwearing  by  the  book  took  its 
pfe  from  the  Jews,  who  laid  their  hands  upon  the  old  teftament  j  but 
our  firft  planters,  who  were  not  ignorant  of  this  cuftom  among  the 
lews,  attributed  it  to  their  pronenefs  to  idolatry. 

**  «  Cum,  ut  mos  Gr*eccrum  eft,  jurandi  causa,  ad  aras  accederetd* 

pic.  Pro  L.  C.  Balbo% 

*  ■  CHAP- 


the  history  of 


CHAP.  VI. 

% 

Of  the  original  State  of  the  Country,  with  refneft 

/a  f  ^  o.  T  t-i  I  \  ^  l  x  «  a.  ^  a.  _  1  n  •  i  * 


to  the  Inhabitants  and  Soil. 


TH  E  Maflachufets  firft  planters  diftinguilhed  the  na 
tives  by  four  oivifions,  eaflern.  weficm  _ 


-rr  .  7"olw- 4  umu  liJ4ny  years  after* 

There  was  great  enmity  between  the  Tarren teens  and 

Aberginians,  or  Indians  of  Maflachufets  Bay,  who  although 
they  had  been  formerly  a  great  people,  yet  were  fo  de¬ 
duced,  that,  upon  alarms,  they  wouly  fly  to  the  En<difh 
houfes  as  to  afylums,  where  the  Tarrenteens  durft^ot 
purfue  them.  1  he  French  traders  were  better  known 
than  the  Enghfh  to  thefe  1  arrenteens,  and  early  planted 
prejudices  aga.nft  the  tnglilh,  which  could  never  be  eradi 
cated  Thele  were  the  Indians  who  firft  ufed  fire  arms, 
which,  with  ammunition,  they  obtained  from  the  French 
The  iecond  year  after  the  Maflachufets  planters  arrived' 
the  1  arrenteens  deftroyed  fome  of  the  Engiilh  who  went 
to  ,rade  with  them,  and  pretended  that  they  were  drowned  • 
but  the  truth  being  difeovered,  fome  of  the  Indians  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  murder  were  taken  and  hanged.  Although 
they  refrained  from  open  hoftilities  for  above  forty  years 


6 


yet 


MASSACHUSETS-BAY. 


yet  they  kept  no  great  correfpondence  with,  nor  (hewed 
.any  affeCtion  for,  the  Englifh  colonies,  but  at  all  times 
were  attached  to  the  French,  who  ipeak  ot  them  as  the 
rnoft  mild  and  docile  of  any  of  the  Indian  tribes.  The  ' 
weftern  Indians  went  by  the  general  name  of  Mohawks 
and  under  this  name  were  included  all  the  Indians  weft- 
ward  of  Quinnipiack  (New-Haven)  although  the  Indians 
of  Hud fon’s  river-}-,  the  Moheganders  or  Mackhanders, 
were  people  of  a  different  nation  and  language.  The 
name  of  Mohawks  (truck  terror  into  the  Indians  who  lived 
eaft  of  them. 

The  fouthern  Indians  were  divided  into  many  diftinCt 
nations  or  tribes.  Thole  upon  Long-IQand  and  the  main 
land  oppofite  upon  the  fea  coaft,  were  accounted  among 
the  mod  favage.  The  Maffachufets  Indians  had  but 
little  knowledge  of  them.  There  was  another  fubdivi- 
lion,  by  the  name  of  the  River  Indians,  who  had  feated 
themfelves  in  feveral  commodious  places  upon  the  banks 
of  Connecticut  river.  The  next  to  them  were  called 
Mohegins,  between  Connecticut  river  and  the  Pequod 
river,  and  upon  fome  of  the  higher  branches  of  the  laft- 
mentioned  river.  Then 'came  the  Pequods,  feated  be¬ 
tween  and  about  New-London  and  Stonington,  near  to 
the  fea  coaft.  Thefe  were  fuppofed  to  be  among  the  molt 
warlike,  active,  and  daring,  and  made  the  Naraganfets, 
though  more  numerous,  (land  in  awe  of  them,  and  would 
have  made  the  Englifh  do  fo  likewife,  if  they  had  been 
owners  of  English  arms,  and  underftood  how  to  ufe  them. 
They  were  reprefented  to  have  been  under  greater  pre¬ 
judices  againft  the  Englifh,  from  the  beginning,  than  any 
other  tribe.  Next  to  the  Pequods  were  the  Naraganfets, 
who  lived  along  the  fea- coaft  from  Stonington  round  point 
Judith,  and  on  what  is  called  the  Naraganlet  bay.  They 
confifted  ot  feveral  leffer  principalities,  but  all  united 

*  Mohawks  they  were  called  by  the  Indians  of  New-England,  which 
ftgnifies  Canibals,  from  the  Indian  word  jnobo,  to  eat.  R.  Williams. 

f  The  Indians  called  by  the  French  foups  (Wolves)  moved  from 
Hudfoa’s  river.  Charlevoix. 

under 
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under  one  general  ruler,  called  the  chief  fachemf,to  whom 
all  the  others  owed  fomekind  of  fealty  or  fubje&ion.  The 
Nianticks  were  included,  and  confidered  as  a  branch  of  the 
Naraganfets.  The  Naraganfets  muft  have  been  very  nu¬ 
merous.  None  of  the  Indians  were  fuppofed  to  increafe, 
but  to  be  continually  decreafing,  not  in  the  Englilh  colo¬ 
nies  only,  but  among  the  French  in  Canada  alfo,  and  yet 
m  1675,  at  the  beginning  of  Philip’s  war,  it  was  generally 
agreed  that  the  Naraganfet  tribe  confided  of  2000  fight¬ 
ing  men.  They  were  the  mod  curious  coiners  of  the 
wampompeag  J,  and  iupplied  theother  nations  with  money, 
pendants,  and  bracelets ;  alfo  with  tobacco-pipes  of  done, 
lome  blue  and  fome  white ;  they  furnifhed  the  earthen 
vedels  and  pots  for  cookery  and  other  domedic  ufes, 
They  weie  confidered  as  a  commercial  people,  and  not 
only  began  a  trade  with  the  Englilh  for  goods  for  their 
own  conlumption,  but  foon  learned  to  fupply  other  didant 
nations  at  an  advanced  price,  and  to  receive  bever  and 
other  furs  in  exchange,  upon  which  they  made  a  profit 
a  fo.  The  Pequods  jeered  them  for  their  indiipofition  to 
war,  and  called  them  a  nation  of  women. 


•  Canon, cusand  Miantinomy  were  confidered  as  havino-  equal 
authority,  until  the  latter  was  killed.  R.  Williams. 

Fnfi;n,afiTnt  Jndians,  amon?  c!«  Naraganfets  reported,  when  the 
Tfu  /V'  am'’ed’  that  they  had  in  former  times  a  fachem  called 
t, o  P  ?!u  ]nc°mP‘Yai-‘,y  greater  than  any  in  the  whole  land  in 

jl  "  ’  .  d  fl.a  C’.  that,  ^  had  on!y  two  children,  a  fon  and  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  and  not  being  able  to  match  them  according  to  their  dignity, 

of  whir'  Ca  m  t-°get  leiVn  matr;mony>  a"d  that  they  had  foui^fons, 

the  eld  ft  Mr TV  W  ,WaS  hC-m  Wh>n  the  Englifh  came,  wai 
t  deleft.  fins  is  the  only  piece  of  Indian  hiftory,  or  tra- 

cvcr  met  wkf,.f0rt  fl°m  t  le  anccJlors  of  our  hrft  Indians,  I  have 

.rrhcpeopleofNew-Piimonth,  in  the  year  1627,  began  a  trade 
v_nh  the  Dutch  at  Manhados,  and  there  they  had  the  firft  knowledo-a 

T  'yampompeag,  and  their  acquaintance  therewith  occafioned  the 

”  \°f  l  rrV  t0i  lCa™  t0  make  H^ard.  It  is  not  pro- 
badc  the  New-isngland  Indians  had  any  inftrument  of  commerce. 

ine  Englilh could  not  have  bee  n  feycn  years  among  them  without 

Ar£a:tum  ~  snrutn  fro pitii  an  irati  Mi  negaverint 

The 
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The  Wamponoags  were  next  to  the  Naraganfets.  Their 
fachem  was  MafTafoiet  or  Woofamequin,  whofe  chief  feat 
was  fometimes  at  Pokanocket  *  or  Sowam,  and  at  other 
times  at  Namafket,  now  Middleborough.  The  Nipnets, 
who  were  feated  upon  fome  leflfer  rivers  and  lakes  or  large 
ponds,  more  within  the  continent,  where  Oxford  now  is, 
and  towns  near  it,  were  fuppofed  to  be  tributaries  to 
MaflafoieT  The  Indians  upon  Cape  Cod,  although  not 
confidered  as  part  of  the  Wamponoags,  yet  were  fuppofed 
to  be  alfo  under  fome  kind  of  fubjection  to  MafTafoiet. 
However,  it  is  certain,  that  when  Philip,  the  fon  of 
Maffafoiet,  had  engaged  almoft  all  the  other  Indians  of  the 
country  in  war  with  the  Englifh,  his  folicitations  could  not 
prevail  withtnofeof  Manamet  to  join  him,  but  they  adhered 
to  the  Englifh,  and  were  a  defence  to  Sandwich,  and  the 
towns  further  upon  the  cape.  There  feems  to  have  been 
two  cantons  or  fachemdoms  of  the  cape  Indians,  one  ex¬ 
tending  from  Eel  river  in  Plimouth,  to  the  fouth  fhore  of 
the  cape,  and  comprehended  what  are  now  called  the 
Mafhpee  Indians and  then  extended  upon  the  cape  to  the 
eaflern  part  of  Barnftable,  and  as  far  weftward  as  Wood’s- 

*  Briftol. 

f  I  received  this  account  of  the  Cape  Indians  from  the  Reverend 
Mr.  Hawley,  a  worthy  miffionary  to  the  Mafhpee  tribe,  who  are 
the  principal  body  of  Indians  now  remaining  in  New-England. 
The  town  of  Mafhpee  conftfts  of  65  wigwams,  befides  9  wigwams 
at  a  place  called  Scanton,  and  4.  at  Sockanoffet,  in  the  bounds  of 
Falmouth,  who  are  likewife  under  Mr.  Hawley’s  charge.  In  1648 
Papmunnuck  fold  lands  to  the  people  of  Barnftable,  as  being 
the  chief  of  this  tribe.  They  have  not  preferved  a  fucceffion  of 
jfachems,  but  for  many  years  paft  have  affe&ed  government  in 
imitation  of  the  form  of  government  in  the  Englifh  tovvnfhips. 
However,  the  great  grandfon  of  this  Papmunnuck  they  confidered 
as  the  chief  fpeaker  in  1761.  He  died  that  year.  Another  of  his 
defendants  is  now  a  fchoolmafter  near  fourfeore  years  of  age.  But 
fome  deny  that  Papmunnuck  was  their  chief,  and  make  Tooken- 
chofen  the  fachem.  There  are  as  many  adult  perfons  of  this  tribe 
as  there  were  fourfeore  years  ago,  but  not  fo  many  children  and 
youth.  Complaints  are  made  of  the  practice  of  the  parents,  in 
binding  out  their  children  as  fervants  in  Englifh  families,  and  fome 
late  attempts  have  been  made  by  the  government  to  rcilraan  or  re¬ 
gulate  this  practice. 
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hole,  and  divers  petty  fachems  or  fagamores  were  com¬ 
prehended  in  this  divifion,  of  which  Mafhpee  was  one  •, 
the  eaftem  part  of  the  cape  from  Nobfkuffet  or  Yarmouth 
made  another  fachemdom,  the  capital  of  which  was  Naufit, 
or  Eaftham  :  Thefe  were  known  to  the  people  of  New- 
Plimouth  by  the  name  of  Naufit  Indians.  The  Indians 
upon  Nantucket,  and  thofe  upon  Martha’s  Vineyard,  are 
fuppofed  to  have  been  diftind  and  feparate  tribes,  having 
their  own  fachems  and  fagamores.  The  Nantucket  In¬ 
dians  were  a  large  body. 

'  The  feveral  lcattered  tribes  from  the  Fockanockets  to 
Pifcataqua  river,  were  called  the  Northern  Indians,  and 
by  fome  Aberginians.  There  were  many  diftind  lettle- 
ments  upon  the  leffer  channels  of  Pifcataqua  or  Newi- 
chewannock  river.  Merrimack  alfo  had  its  receptacles, 
from  the  mouth  fifty  miles  or  more,  asWainoofet,  Patucket, 
Amofkeag,  Penicook,  &c.  and  Newbury  falls  was  a  noted 
plantation,  there  being  plenty  of  fifh  there  at  all  feafons. 
And  for  the  fame  reafon,  and  becaufe  of  the  great  plenty 
of  fhell-fifh,  at  Agawam  (lpfwich)  there  was  a  noted  tribe 
with  their  fachem.  Naumkeag  (Salem  and  Marblehead) 
and  Saugus  (Lynn)  made  another  divifion.  Saugus  Indians 
had  a  diftind  fachem,  known  by  the  Englifh  name  of 
George,  who  lived  forty  years  or  more  after  the  Englifh 
came  there>  ' 

At  Maflachufets,  near  the  mouth  of  Charles  river, 
there  ufed  to  be  a  general  rendezvous  of  Indians.  That 
circle,  which  now  makes  the  harbours  of  Bofton  and 
Charleflown,  round  by  Malden,  Chelfea,  Nantafket,  Hing- 
ham, Weymouth,  Braintree,  and  Dorchefter,  was  the  capital 
of  a  great  fachem  *,  much  reverenced  by  all  the  planta. 

*  The  tradition  is,  that  this  fachem  had  his  principal  feat  upon  a 
(mail  hill  or  rifing  upland,  in  the  midfl  of  a  body  of  faltmarfh  in  the 
townfhip  of  Dorchefter,  near  to  a  place  called  Squantum,  and  it  i9 
known  by  the  name  Maflachufets  hill,  or  mount  Maflachufets  to 
this  day.  The  blue  hills,  fo  called,  in  the  town  Slip  of  Milton,  &c. 
are  called  in  Capt.  Smith’s  map  in  1614,  Chevi  hills,  but  they  were 
called  before  MafTachufets  mount.  Prince  Charles  changed  the  namei 
and  alfo  gave  the  name  of  Charleys  riyer  to  what  had  been  before 
called  MafTachufets  river. 
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tions  of  Indians  round  about,  and  to  him  belonged  Na- 
ponfet  (Dorchefter  Mills  now  Milton)  Punkapog  (Stough¬ 
ton)  Weffaguffet  (Weymouth)  and  feveral  places  upon 
Charles  river,  where  the  natives  were  feated.  At  Miftick 
a  Sagamore  was  feated,  upon  a  creek  which  meets  with  the 
mouth  of  Charles  river. 

It  is  not  poffible  to  make  a  juft  computation  of  the 
number  of  Indians  within  the  limits  of  New-England.  It 
is  agreed  that  they  looked  with  a  jealous  eye  upon  the 
Englifh  planters,  and,  when  it  was  too  late,  repented  that 
they  had  not,  by  a  general  union,  difcouraged  and  pre¬ 
vented  the  firft  attempts  of  fettlements  among  them. 

The  life  of  hunters  and  fifhermen  is  faid  to  be  averfe  to 
human  fociety,  except  among  the  members  of  Angle  fami¬ 
lies.  The  accounts  which  have  been  tranfmitted  of  the  na¬ 
tives,  at  the  firft  arrival  of  the  Europeans,  reprefent  them 
to  have  been  as  near  to  a  ftate  of  nature  as  any  people 
upon  the  globe  i-  and  deftitute  of  moft  of  the  improve¬ 
ments  which  are  the  ufual  effedls  of  civil  fociety.  Some 
writers  §  tell  us,  that  hufbands  and  wives,  parents  and  chil¬ 
dren,  lived  always  in  one  room  or  wigwam,  without  any 
apartments,  and  made  no  privacy  of  thofe  adlions  which 
nature  teaches  even  fome irrational  animals  to  be  afhamed 
of  in  public.  All  agree,  that  a  young  woman  was  not 
lefs  efteemed  for  having  accompanied  with  a  man,  their 
ufual  practice  being  to  live  together  upon  trial,  before  they 
took  one  another  for  hufband  and  wife  ||.  We  hear  of  no 

inftances 

Sallufl’i  defcription  of  the  Aborigines  of  Italy  fuits  very  well 
for  our  natives — “  Genus  hominum  agrefle,  fine  legibus,  fine  im- 
“  perio,  liberum  atque  folutum.” 

§  Mr .  Shepard's  clear  Sun- Jhine  of  the  Gofpel ,  1648. 

t  The  Elephant,  the  deer,  &c.  who  never  couple  but  in  fecret. 

||  Champlain,  who  lived  a  whole  winter,  about  1615,  among  the 
Algonquins,  fays,  “  they  have  a  fort  of  marriage  ;  when  a  young 
girl  arrived  to  eleven,  twelve,  thirteen,  fourteen  or  fifteen  years, 
ihe  would  have  fuitors  in  proportion  to  her  charms,  who  would 
apply  to  her  father  and  mother  ;  although,  often  enough,  except 
among  the  difereeter  fort,  the  girls  would  not  flay  for  their  con- 
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indices  of  refined  conjugal  affeftion.  The  fuperior 
en  th  of  the  man  to  that  of  the  woman,  inftead  of  beino- 
employed  in  the  molt  laborious  fervices  neceflary  for  their 
mutual  lupport,  was  made  ufe  of  to  keep  the  wife  in  fub- 
jeaion,  and  oblige  her  to  every  kind  of  drudgery,  not  onlv 
to  the  carrying  her  children  upon  her  back  in  all  their  re^ 
moves  but  to  the  carrying  their  provifions  and  packs  of 
every  kind,  in  their  huntings  and  other  marches  The 
women  not  only  provided  bark  and  flakes,  the  materials 
of  heir  houfesor  cabins,  but  were  the  houfewrights  who 
built  them,  and  as  often  as  the  family  moved,  for  the  fake 
of  hlhing  or  hunting,  the  women  took  down  the  houfes 
and  carried  them  on  their  backs.  They  planted,  hoed 
and  gatherer]  the  corn,  and  provided  barns  (holes  in  the 
ground  cieled  with  the  rind  of  trees)  for  the  reception  of 

N°,t  t0.  m™n  their  employments  in  providing  fhell- 
filh  and  other  filh  for  the  family,  bearing  burdens,  of  wood 

apd  water,  dreffing  their  food,  &c.  The  men  commended 
themfelves  for  keeping  their  wives  employed,  and  con¬ 
demned  the  Englifh  hufbands  for  fpoiling  good  working 
creatures.  A  family  feems,  neceffarily,  to  carry  an  idea  of 
government,  but  parents  had  no  authority  over  their 

children. 

rent.  The  enamoured  Indian  tenders  to  his  miftrefs  a  few  b-lt- 
chains,  or  bracelets  of  wampom.  If  the  girl  likes  him  fhe  win 
receive  tie  prefent,  and  he  comes  and  lodges  with  her  three  or 

of“thdrgaffefVonsOUt  ?/“£ft°“e  W°rd,’  whefe  ^  eni°y  the  fruits 
or  tncn  at.ccpons.  If,  alter  a  week  or  fortnight  fpent  in  this 

manner,  they  cannot  agree,  which  is  very  often  fhe  cafe,  fhe  otS 

her  fover,  who  leaves  h.s  wampon  and  other  prefents  madcW 

Difappou.tcd,  he_fee.es  another  mi  trefs,  and  foe  another  humble 

ervant,  and  continue  fo  to  do  until  two  meet  together  who  are 

agreeable  each  to  the  other.  There  are  feme  vcho  pafs  the  f 

youth  thus  with  many  fuch  hufbands,  who  have  not  the  foie  «of 

feh, on  for,  as  foon  as  it  is  night,  the  young  women,  although 

married,  run  from  one  wigwam  to  another  and  take  what  they 

bke;  but"°  V10,1rC"C£  ,:s  °fierfd  to  the  women,  all  depending  on 
their  Went  The  hufband  takes  the  like  liberty,  without 
r.a  mg  any  jealoufy,  o;  but  little,  between  them,  nor  is  it  any 
damage  or  loft  of  reputation  to  them,  fuch  being  the  cuftom  of 

th;  couutT  ,  Dld  cver  a!?y  other  people,  in  this  refpefl,  approach 
nearer  to  the  brutal  part  of  tlie  creation  ?  1 
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children.  The  Scorgee  in  the  parent  might  be  obferved 
towards  their  young.  No  return  was  made  on  the  part  of 
the  child,  but,  affoon  as  it  was  capable,  it  was  as  ready 
to  refill  and  oppofe  its  parent  as  any  other  perfon. 

Every  nation  or  tribe  had  one  whom  they  acknow¬ 
ledged  as  the  head  or  chief.  The  fon  fucceeded  to  the 
father.  If  no  fon,  the  Queen  ruled  ;  if  no  Queen,  the 
next  of  kin  of  the  blood  royal  *.  They  gave  the  title  of 
Sachem  to  the  chief,  and  fometimes  that  of  Sagamore. 
Some  fuppoie  thefe  twotitles  to  be  indifferently  ufed,  others 
that  the  Sagamores  had  a  fmall  ten  itorry  and  perhaps 
were,  in  fome  degree,  dependant  upon  a  Sachem.  There 
were  feveral  Sagamores  in  the  Maffachufers  bay,  Sagamore 
George  at  Saugus  or  Lynn,  John  at  Medford,  Paffacona- 
way  at  Merrimack,  his  fon  at  Wechufet,  Shawanon  at  Na- 
fhaway,and  many  others.  Maffafoier,  the  chief  of  the  Wom- 
panoag  Indians,  was  always  called  Sachem,  fo  was  Myanti- 
nomo,  chief  of  the  Naraganfets,  and  Saccusof  the  Pequods. 

What  power  and  authority  the  Sachems  and  Sagamores 
had  it  is  more  difficult  to  determine  J.  Murder,  and  a  bare 
attempt  upon  the  life  of  their  chief,  are  Paid  to  have  been 
capital  offences.  Such  a  malefactor,  being  apprehended, 

(an  efcape  to  another  nation  was  not  very  difficult)  the 
Sachem  called  fome  of  his  wifeft  men  together,  and  the 
offender  being  pronounced  guilty,  his  brains  were  beat  out 

•  4  *  r 

*  Wood's  ProfpeSi. 

f  “  The  inferior  Sachems  and  fubje&s  plant  and  remove  at 
the  pleafure  of  the  higheft  and  fupreme  Sachems,  and  I  humbly 
conceive  that  it  pleafeth  the  Moll  High  to  make  ufe  of  fuch  a  bond 
of  authority  over  them,  without  which  they  could  not  long  fubfiit 
in  human  focieties,  in  this  wild  condition  wherein  they  are.” 

Reg.  Williams's  letter  to  Majjiz.  Go<v.  12.  ^d  mo.  1656. 

I  The  earl ieft  writers  reprefent  the  Sachem  as  ruled  by  the 
people,  rather  than  a  ruler  of  them,  and  that  he  held  the  reins  no 
longer  than  he  pleafed  the  people,  and,  when  they  thought  proper, 
refigned  them  to  one  that  was  more  worthy,  and  as  quietly  betook 
himfelf  to  a  private  condition  as  if  he  had  never  known  any  other. 
Some  tribute  was  paid  to  fupport  the  prince.  Cutfhamoquin,  a 
Sachem,  complained  to  Mr.  Elliot,  that  fome  of  his  fubjefts,  after 
they  became  chrilUans,  were  more  flack  in  their  tribute  of  corn,  &<j. 
than  they  were  before, 
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with  a  tomahawk.  Other  punifh merits  they  had  not.  We 
hear  of  no  laws.  Where  they  had  no  idea  of  property 
but  few  laws  were  neceffary.  They  had  nothing  to  lofe’ 
woi  th  even  any  corporal  punilhment,  much  Jefs  the  life  of 
a  jubjedt,  where  they  were  not  over-ftocked.  Of  perfonal 
injuries  and  affronts  every  man  was  his  own  avenger  ;  they 
had  no  religion  which  forbad  rendering  evil  for  evil.’jVlili- 
rary  authority  they  had  none  ;  every  man  fought  and  ran 
away  at  his  pleafure  ;  for  this  reafon,  they  never  could 
itand  a  body  of  Englifh,  and  their  wars  between  themfelves 
were  extremely  precarious  :  Uncas,  with  an  inferior  num- 
ber  of  Mohegins,  and  of  no  repute,  beat  Myantinomo  at 
the  head  of  the  Naraganfets,  who  held  the  Mohegins  in 
contempt.  Their  arms  were  bows  and  arrows,  their  cap¬ 
tains  only  carried  a  fpear.  Their  bow  firings  were  made  of 
Moo.e  finews.  Their  arrows  were  pointed  with  a  fmall  flat 
ftone,  of  a  triangular  form,  thebafisof  which  they  fattened 
with  a  leathern  firing  into  a  cleft  made  in  the  end  of  a 
young  flick  of  elder  wood  ;  and,  Ample  as  they  were,  they 
did  execution  upon  naked  bodies.  Many  of  thefe  ftones, 
or  heads  of  arrows,  are  found,  to  this  day,  in  the  earth,  in 
places  where  the  Indians  ufed  to  refort.  After  the  arrival  of 
the  Englifh,  they  made  the  heads  of  their  arrows  of  brafs, 
fafiened  them  to  a  fmall  fiick  6  or  8  inches  long,  formed 
to  fix  into  the  end  of  the  pithy  elder,  which  they  bound 
round  to  firengthen  it.  1  hey  ieldom  miffed  their  mark, 
when  they  aimed  at  a  bead  or  bird,  running  or  flying.  In 
their  wars  they  are  f aid  to  have  always  engaged  in  a  loofe 
diforderly  manner,  and  as  foon  as  their  artillery  was  fpent, 
to  have  taken  to  their  heels.  The  Mohawks  fecured  their 
bodies  againft  the  arrows  of  other  Indians  by  a  covering  of 
feahorfe  fkins.  Their  principal  weapon  was  the  toma¬ 
hawk,  a  club  two  or  three  feet  long,  with  a  knob  at  the 
end  ;  fince  they  knew  the  ufe  of  iron,  improved  by  the 
addition  of  a  fharp  pointed  hatchet  oppofite  to  the  knob. 
Roger  Williams  fays  it  was  their  confiant  pradice  to  ftrike 
off  the  heads  of  their  dead  enemies,  at  which  they  were 
very  expert. 
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They  were  remarkable  for  firm  well  compacted  bodies, 
ftron^  and  active,  capable  of  enduring  the  greateft  hard- 
fhips  and  fatigues,  regardlefs  of  cold,  whilft  travelling  in 
the  feverity  of  winter*.  Having  made  holes  in  the  ice, 
they  would  fit  round  them,  upon  their  naked  bottoms, 
catching  pickrel,  breams,  pearch,  and  other  frefh water  fifh. 
Afmall  pouch  of  parched  corn,  ground  or  rather  pounded 
into  meal,  and  called  Nuichicke,  which  is  well  enough 
tranQated  Nocake  f,  would  fupport  them  feveral  days  in 
their  travelling,  when  they  could  get  no  other  provifions; 
and  fometimes  they  were  deftitute  even  of  this ;  but  alter 
abftinence  they  never  failed  of  a  proportionable  indulgence, 
the  firft  opportunity  they  had  lor  it,  and  would  make  up 
at  one  meal  for  all  they  had  miffed.  Their  cloathing  was 
cf  the  fkins  of  wild  beafts ;  after  the  Englifh  came,  they 
began  toufe  woollen,  and  in  a  few  years  wholly  laid  afide 
fkins.  One  of  their  old  garments  of  fkins  would  pur- 
chafe  a  new  one  of  woollen,  and  a  good  quantity  of  ffrong 
water  or  fack  into  the  bargain.  The  men  threw  a  light 
mantle  or  covering  over  them,  and  although  they  wore  a 
final!  flap,  called  Indian  breeches,  yet  they  were  not  over 
nice  in  concealing  their  nudities  fjf.  The  women  were  more 

*  “  They  were  at  a  lofs  what  could  induce  the  Englifh  to  leave 
England  and  come  to  America.  The  moft  probable  conjecture 
they  could  make  was,  that  the  Englifh  wanted  fewel  at  home  and 
came  over  for  the  fake  of  the  wood.  When  they  had  burnt  up 
the  wood  near  the  fettlements,  they  removed  to  a  new  place  for 
the  fake  of  firing.”  R.  Williams.  The  fame  author  fays,  that 
he  has  known  them  run  between  eighty  and  an  hundred  miLes 
in  a  fummer’s  day  and  back  again  within  two  days.  “The  in¬ 
habitants  of  Formofa  have  been  Teen  to  out-run  horfes  in  their  full 
fpeed.  The  Chinefe  alledge,  as  the  caufe  of  their  fwiftnefs,  that, 
till  the  age  of  14  or  15,  their  knees  and  loins  are  bound  exceed¬ 
ing  tight.”  Du  Halde .  The  Americans  are  bound  in  this  manner 
the  firft  year  or  two  only. 

f  The  Indian  corn  boiled,  after  being  a  little  broken,  they  called 
Nafaump.  The  Englifh  call  it  Samp.  Boiled  with  clams  it 
makes  a  favory  difh. 

%  Champlain  fays,  the  men  in  Canada  generally  threw  afide  all 
covering  in  the  fummer,  and  that  the  women  and  girls  were  no 
more  moved  at  feeing  them  in  that  fafhion  than  if  they  had  nothing 
ftrange.  p.  273. 
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modeft,  and  wore  a  coat  of  cloth  orfkins,  wrapt  like  a 
b.anket,  about  their  loins,  and  reaching  down  to  their 
hams,  which  they  never  put  off  in  company,  and  if  the 
hufband  had  a  mind  to  fell  the  wife’s  beaver  petticoat,  he 
muft  have  provided  another  of  fome  other  fort,  before  he 
could  prevail  with  her  to  part  with  it.  In  winter,  the  old 
men  fometimes  wore  a  fort  of  trouffes  of  fkins,  fattened 
under  their  girdles  with  buttons.  Their  Ihoes  without 
heels,  which  they  called  Mockaflins* * * §,  were  cut  out  of  a 
moofe’s  hide.  Their  ornaments  were  pendants  in  their 
ears,  carved  of  bone,  (hells  and  ftone,  in  the  form  of  birds, 
beafts  or  fifties ;  belts  of  warn  pom  peag  upon  their  arms- 
and  hanging  down  over  their  (boulders.  Their  hair  was 
cut  into  various  forms  and  (tuck  with  feathers.  Upon  their 
cheeks,  and  in  many  parts  of  their  bodies,  fome  of  them, 
by  incifions,  into  which  they  conveyed  a  black  unchange¬ 
able  ink,  made  the  figures  of  bears,  deer,  moofe,  wolves, 
eagles,  hawks,  &c.  which  were  indelible,  and  generally 
latted  as  long  as  they  lived 

Their  food,  in  winter,  was  birds  and  beafts  of  all  forts, 
fifh  from  the  ponds,  and  fhell-fifh.  In  fummer,  they  had 
fifh  from  the  fea,  but  no  way  to  fave  that  or  their  meat 
from  put  refad  ion  ;  berries  of  all  forts,  green  corn,  beans  J, 
and  fquafhes.  They  boiled  their  victuals  in  earthen  pots-, 
their  (pits  were  dicks  fattened  in  the  ground,  cleft  a-top, 
where  they  fixed  their  meat,  and  placed  them  round  a  fire, 
until  they  had  fufficiently  toafted  it.  The  earth  was  their 
table  ;  trenchers,  napkins,  or  knives,  they  knew  not  theufe 
of.  Salt  they  had  none,  nor  bread  §.  Indian  corn  boiled 
was  the  neareft  akin  to  bread.  They  had  no  let  meals,  eat 

*  The  Virginians  had  the  fame  name  for  ftioes. 

t  Since  they  have  been  furnifhed  with  paints  from  Europe,  they 
daub  their  faces  with  vermilion,  and  fometimes  with  blue,  green, 
and  other  colours. 

X  Beans,  called  in  Europe  French  beans,  are,  undoubtedly,  na¬ 
tural  to  the  coun’.ry,  as  much  as  Indian  corn.  In  Canada  the 
French  called  them  beans  of  Brazil,  when  they  fir  ft  found  them 
am  on  gft  the  natives. 

§  The  Indians  of  Canada  mixed  up  their  Indian  meal  and  water 
into  a  (Cake,  which  they  dried  by  the  fire.  Champ , 
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when  they  were  hungry  as  long  as  vi&uals  lafted,  and  be¬ 
ing  improvident,  not  caring  for  the  morrow,  they  and 
their  families  would  fometimes  keep  a  faft  of  two  or  three 
days  together.  Water  was  their  only  drink  *.  Their 
houfhold  furniture  was  very  lmalh  A  fkin  or  mat  was 
their  bed  ;  they  never  ufed  a  chair  or  ftool,  always  fitting 
on  the  ground  A  few  earthen  and  wooden  vettels  an- 
lwered  all  the  purpofes  of  a  family.  As  they  had  no 
metals  of  any  kind,  what  few  tools  they  had  were  of  (lone, 
their  hatchet  and  chizzel  are  kept  as  curiofities;  the  former 
fomewhat  in  fhape  like  an  iron  hatchet,  laving  that,  inftead 
of  an  eye  for  the  handle,  it  had  a  neck,  where  they  fatten¬ 
ed  a  withe  J.  Their  arts  and  manufactures  lay  in  a  very 
narrow  compafs.  Their  fkins  they  dreffed  by  icraping  and 
rubbing,  and  fometimes  ftained  or  coloured  them  with  odd 
fort  of  embroideries.  They  had  a  fort  of  cordage  or 
lines,  from  the  wild  Indian  hemp,  with  which  they  made 
nets  30  or  40  feet  long,  for  taking  Sturgeon.  They  had 
two  forts  of  canoos,  one  of  pine  orchefnut  trees,  which 
they  burned  hollow7,  and  then  leraped  the  innde  w  ith  clam 
fhells  and  oyfter  fhells,  and  hewed  the  outfide  with  ftone 
hatchets.  Thofe  were  generally  two  feet  wide,  and  about 
20  feet  long  j  the  other  fort  were  made  of  the  bark  or  rind 
of  the  birch  tree,  with  knees  or  ribs,  and  though  eafily 

*  Tobacco  was  in  general  ufe.  This  refrefhed  their  fpirits. 

f  At  this  day,  when  hundreds  of  them  are  at  a  conference,  with 
any  of  the  Englifti  governments,  they  all  fit  upon  the  ground,  with 
their  elbows  upon  their  knees. 

\  Rogtr  Williams  fays  he  knew  an  old  fquaw,  many  years  after  all 
the  reft  of  the  Indians  ufed  iron  hoes  for  their  corn,  who  was  fuper- 
ftitioufly  attached  to  the  clam  ftiell  and  would  never  ufe  an  Engliih 
hoe,  though  three  times  more  work  might  have  been  done  with  it 
in  the  fame  time. 

“  The  Samogitians  are  fo  given  to  fuperftition,  that  whereas  it 
was  the  old  cuftom  of  that  country  to  till  the  ground  with  wooden 
ploughs  and  coulters,  and  that  the  governor  of  one  of  their  pro¬ 
vinces  brought  them  the  ufe  of  iron  plough  fhares  for  the  eafe  of 
the  labourer,  and  that  fome  years  after,  by  an  unufual  diftemper  of 
the  air,  they  had  a  dear  year  or  two,  they  threw  away  their  iron 
plough  fhares  and  fell  to  the  old  wooden  ones  again,  attributing  a 
kind  of  J)ivinity  to  the  one  and  unluckinefs  unto  the  other.  ”  Ho-weL 

G  g  4  broken 
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3S  tTw  avh«‘ ’t'mioOh  V/“  *"* tiSht  "4  *«• 
.  -  and  t,re 

idea  Of  H,‘ „  'FAmoft  favorably,  give  but  an  indifferent 

of  tlie,  K  'Kf  °f  theiP  m!nds-  Mr.  Wilfon  fpeaks 

contcmS  ki  WUh  ^omPaffion,  as  the  moft  fordid -and 
*■  PC|ble  part  01  the  human  fpecies.  Mr.  Hooker 

fays,  they  are  the  verieft  ruins  of  mankind  upon  the  lace 

°fvthlea"h/  Perhrai,S’  ihC  Wia"s  ab““  >'«  Maffachufa 
bay  were  tome  of  the  loweft  of  the  American  nations. 

hear  nothing  o,  that  formality  and  order  in  their  coun- 

f  s’  ,bM  0;  t,lo:e  allegories  and  figures  in  their 
peechesanc.  harangues,  which  the  French  obferved  amono- 

the  -roquois  and  other  nations,  at  the  beginning  of  their 
acquaintance  with  them..  Indeed,  in  their  difcourfes  to- 
gether  upon  any  matter  which  they  deemed  important, 
ey  iclcujm  uied  any  fliort  colloquiums,  but  each  fpake 
xus  mind  at  large  without  interruption,  the  reft  of  the 
company  giving  attention,  and  when  he  had  nniftsed  fome 
other  gave  as  large  an  arifwer.  They  lliewed  courtefy  to 
rie.  ngiiOi  at  their  firft  arrival,  were  hofpitable,  and  made 
rnch  as  could  eat  their  food  welcome  to  it,  and  readily  in- 
Itructed  them  in  planting  and  cultivating  the  Indian  corn 
and  lome  of  the  Englilh  who  loft  themlelves  in  the  woods’ 
ant,  mull  otherwife  have  perifned  by  famine,  they  relieved 
and  conduced  home.  Their  manner  was  to  come  into  the 
Englilh  houfes  without  knocking,  and  to  fit  down  without 
ceremony.  R.  Williams  compared  the  Quakers  to  them. 
i  here  was  r.o  trading  with  them  but  for  ready  pay.  He 
that  trailed  them  loll  his  debt  and  his  cuftomer. 

*  “  I  have  feen  a  native  go  into  the  woods  with  his  hatchet 
carrying  only  a  batket  of  corn  with  him,  and  ftones  to  ftrike  fire.’ 
When  he  had  felled  Ins  tree  (being  a  chefnut)  he  made  him  a  little 
houfe  or  Hied  ol  the  bark  of  it,  he  puts  lire  and  follows  the  burn¬ 
ing  tt  with  lire  in  many  places,  his  corn  he  boils,  and  hath  the 
brook  by  lnm,  and  fometimes  angles  for  a  little  fifh  ;  but  fo  he 
conttnues  burring  and  hewing,  until  he  hath,  within  ten  or 
twelve  days  (lying  there  at  his  work  alone)  finilhed  his  boat.” 
Williams . 

The 
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The  principle  or  perfuafion  that  all  things  ought  to 
3G  in  common*  might  caule  hofpitality,  where  the  hive 
i,vas  expeded  in  return,  without  any  great  degree  of  virtue. 
Some  appearances  there  were  of  compaffion,  gratitude,  and 
friendiliip,  and  of  grief  at  the  death  or  diftrefs  of  their 
children  or  near  relations.  Some  degree  oi  thefe  focial 
alfedions  is  infeparable  from  human  nature.  \  ices  they 
bad  many.  I  hey  were  falle,  malicious,  and  revengeful. 
The  leaft  injury  cauled  in  them  a  deadly  hatred,  which 
could  never  be  allayed,  i  hey  weie  infinitely  cruel  to 
their  enemies,  cutting  and  mangling  their  bodies,  and  then 
broiling  them  alive  upon  hot  embers,  anu  in fn ding  the 
mod  exquifite  torments  they  could  invent.  I  hey  were 
not  known  to  feed  upon  the  fiefh  of  their  enemies  after 
the  Englifh  came  among  them  +.  The  men  were  lazy  and 
idle,  never  employing  the mfe Ives  about  any  other  bufinefs 
than  what  was  of  abloiute  neceffity  lor  their  luppoit,  and 
fuch  as  the  women  were  not  capable  of.  iVloie  dirty,  mill, 
and  fordid  than  fwine,  being  never  fo  clean  and  fweet  as 
when  they  were  well  greaiecl  Drunkards  they  v^cil 
not,  but  the  only  reafon  was  they  had  nothing  thaL  would 

*  An  Indian  gift  is  a  proverbial  expreffion,  fignifying  a  prelent 

for  which  an  equivalent  return  is  expected.  __ 

"f  Champlain  favs  the  Algonqums  took,  the  heart  Oi  one  O;  their 
enemies  killed  in  battle,  cut  it  into  pieces,  and  gave  it  to  his  bro¬ 
ther  and  feveral  other  prifoners  to  eat,  who  took  it  into  their  mouths, 
but  would  not  fwallow  it. 

A  journal  of  a  French  officer  in  Canada,  which  was  taken  on 
board  a  fmall  vefiel  in  the  Weil  Indies,  gives  an  account  oi  a  lead 
made  by  fome  or  the  Indi ,rr  who  weie  at  the  taking  of  I  mt  T  il- 
liani  Henry,  at  which  they  lacrificed  fome  oi  the  Finglifh  piifonmj, 
boiled  their  fleih,  and  forced  the  other  prifoners  to  eat  it. 

x  I  have  feen  a  great  half-naked  Indian  fitting  at  a  fmall  djftanye 
from  the  governors  and  commiffioners  of  feveial  oi  the  colonies^  m 
the  midft^of  a  conference,  picking  lice  from,  his  body  for  half  an 
hour  together,  and  cracking  them  between  his  teeth. ---One  of  the 
laws  our  Indians  made,  upon  their  firil  pretences  to  civility,  laid  a 
fmall  penalty  upon  fuch  as  cracked  lice  with  their  teeth.  The  Hot¬ 
tentots  had  the  fame  tafte.  “  They  plead  in  excufe  the  law  of  re¬ 
taliation,  and  urge  that  it  is  xlq  ihame  to  eat  thofe  that  would  eat 

t’hemT  Kvl  ben’s  <voya . 
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S&  wa t?  Th  they  ha1  2  Uft?  1 the 
-i  by  this  means  mor’e  h^eUn^d  "haVhav, 
fe  by  the  (word.  The  Englifh  women  Ld  noSingS 

’  as.to  any  attempt  upon  their  honor.  The  fame  obfer 
'  vatton  is  made  of  the  Canada  Indians,  with  refpS  o  h 

\  7ffCn-  La  H°ntan’  a  French  author!  who  Z 

'  fLhell  account’  ,s  charged  with  a  fondnefs  fot 

Thev  S'h  hlS,mem°irS’  and  ^ing  very  credulous, 
hey  had  their  choice  among  their  own  women.  We 

ave  but  little  reafon  to  wonder  that  fo  few  Englifhmen 
incline  to  cohabit  with  Indian  women.  ' 

They  had  iome  (ports  and  games  with  which  they  fome- 
times  diverted  themlelves.  Football  was  the  chief Tod 
whole  cantons  would  engage  one  againft  another.  Their 

boa"  d  Tnd  UP°r  thC  hard  lands>  as  even  and  firm  as  a 

W’rh  T  n°re*n  ien§th’  their  baI1  not  much 
iaigcr  than  a  hand-bail,  which  they  would  mount  in  the 

lr  wit  their  naked  feet,  and  fometimes  would  be  two  days 
together  before  eithbr  fide  got  a  goal.  They  had  two  prin¬ 
cipal  games  of  chance,  one  they  called  puimf  this  was  much 
the  fame  with  a  game  Charlevoix  mentions  among  the  Mia- 
mis,  which  he  calls  jeu  des  paiiles,  or  the  game  of  draws 
I  oey  took  a  numoer  of  packets  of  fmall  flicks  or  draws' 
unequal  in  number,  but  near  of  a  fize,  and  fhuffling  them 
together,  he,  to  whofe  lot  the  highed  number  fell,  was  the 
orr.arv.ed_m  the  game.  Another  game  they  called  hub- 
buo^  the  .ame  the  trench  called  jeu  de  plat,  the  game  of 
tue  difh  among  the  Huron  .  They  took  five  (mail  pieces 
0  ,  OI?e’  fial:ter  than  a  die  and  longer,  black  on  the  one  fide 
and  white  on  the  other,  thefe  they  put  into  a  fmall  wooden 
tray  cr  platter,  and  giving  it  a  droke  on  the  ground  the 
i'one,s  all  flew  into  the  air,  and  the  gameders  whtfk  their 
nands  to  and  fro  among  the  bones,  and  then  (mite  them- 

f  VeS  on  thf  breaft  and  thighs,  crying  out,  hub,  hub,  hub, 

,°  as  to  he  leard  ac,  a  greac  diftance.  According  as  the 
oones  happened  to  be  more  or  lefs  of  one  colour  fo  they 

Mon  or  Jod.  Whild  any  one  continued  to  win  he  held 
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,e  tray,  and  upon  his  lofing,  gave  it  to  the  next.  The 
fegroes  in  Guinea  have  a  game  of  the  fame  fort,  which 
,ey  call  paw-paw.  Shooting  ac  marks  was  a  diverfion  for 
leir  children,  as  foon  as  they  wet  e  capable  or  drawing  a  bow. 
wimming,  running,  and  wreftling  they  were,  as  early,  ac- 
uftomed  to.  Their  hunting  and  fifhing,  being  all  they 
id  which  could  be  called  labor,  tor  their  maintenance  or 
ipport,  ferved  alfo  as  diverfions.  Deer,  Moole,  and  bears 
/ere  their  chief  objefts -,  Wolves,  Wild  Cats,  Raccoons, 
)tters',  Mufquathes,  and  even  Bevers,  were  not  much  re¬ 
dded,  until  the  Englith,  from  the  value  they  iet  upon 
heir  {kins  or  furs,  encouraged  the  purfuit  ot  them.  Be- 
ides  their  bows,  they  had  other  devices  to  take  their  game, 
bmetimes  by  double  hedges  a  mile  or  two  in  length,  and 
i  mile  wide  at  one  end,  and  made  narrow,  by  degrees,  un- 
il  they  came  to  a  gap  of  about  fix^  feet,  againft  which 
hev  lav  hid  to  (hoot  the  Deer,  as  they  came  through  in 
he  day-time,  and,  at  night,  they  fet  Deer- traps,  being 
brings  made  of  young  trees,  i  hey  had  their  traps  a  fo 
for  Bevers  and  Otters.  Their  ordinary  hilling  was  with 
hooks  and  lines.  They  made  their  hooks  of  bones,  their 
lines  of  wild  hemp,  ftronger  and  neater  than  the  fc.nglifh 
lines*  They  had  a  way  of  taking  Sturgeon  by  lighting 
a  torch  made  of  birch  bark,  which  waving  to  and  tro  by 
the  fide  of  their  canoe,  would  delight  the  Sturgeon,  and 
caufe  them  to  come  tumbling  and  playing,  throwing  up 
their  white  bellies,  into  which  the  Indians  ltruck  their 
fpears  or  darts  +.  The  Sturgeons  backs  were  impenetrable. 
Thev  had  grand  filings  at  the  leveral  falls  of  the  nvers, 
at  moft  of  which  a  canton  or  company  ot  Indians  had  their 
chief  refidence,  and  at  fixed  feafons  the  feveral  neighbour¬ 
ing  cantons  met  by  turns,  partly  tor  recreation,  and  partly 

*  Douglas  fays  they  had  no  threads  of  flax  hemp  or  any  other 

Whs  but  the  earlieft  accounts  of  the  Maftachuh  t 

after t  the  contrary,  and  Champlain  fays  that  it  was  °iW^emp 

ployment  of  the  Indian  women  of  Canada  to  tw 

and  make  it  into  nets  for  fifhing,  „  t]ic  fame 

t  The  natives  of  the  Canary  xiiands  happened  to  hit  upon  Uic 

way  of  taking  fi(h>  ^ 
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an  £?r0Vjf,0n  f?r  the  year-  Durins  thefe  meeting 
all  tha  came  were  at  home,  and  had  all  thfngs  in  common 

the  like  kinlefi^  tbdr  neiShbou"  expedc 

Religion  they  had  as  little  as  can  well  be  imagined 

Darad,fc°n0!!!S  ^  °'  3  ftaCe>  A  Mahometa, 

p  radilc,  where  they  were  to  folace  themfelves  in  fruit 

ml  comTie  ds  and  fine  flowery  meads,  with  pleafant  ri 
vers  to  bathe  in  ;  curious  wigwams,  provided  for  then 
without  any  labor  of  their  own ;  hunting,  fowling,  and  filh 
ing  witnout  any  wearinefs  or  pains  to  moleft  them  ;  but  a 
the  door  was  a  fnarhng  animal,  who  denied  a  peaceful  en¬ 
trance  to  all  unworthy  of  it  *.  This  caufed  them  to  bury 
the  bows  and  arrows  of  the  deceafed  with  their  bodies,  tc 

rn  refPC  Cerberus,  arRi  good  ftore  of  wampompap 

purchafe  fome  peculiar  favors  or  privileges  +.  Theii 
enemies,  and  others  unworthy  the  joys  of  elyzium,  they 
configned  to  an  eternal  habitation  and  place  of  torment! 
However  warm  fome  of  their  imaginations  might  be,  it  is 
agreed  that  in  general  no  people  had  greater  fears  of  death 
difcoyered  by  the  diflrefs  and  defpair  of  the  dying  perfon, 
and  the  fighs  and  groans  of  the  furviving  parents  or  near 
nends,  who  mourned  without  hope.  Idolatry  j  there  were 

*  Wood’s  profpeft.  n0 

i  They  fuppofed  the  fouls  of  all  great  and  food  m»n  and  women 
went  away  to  the  fouth- weit.  A  fomh-weft  wind  oTdkarily  mTes 
fair  pleafant  weather.  In  the  ipring  and  fummer,  near  the  fca in 
tne  noon  it  frequently  iueceeds  a  raw  wind  from  the  fouth  to’ the 
fouth-eaft  blowing  from  the  fea  all  the  forenoon,  in  the  country  from 

the  firft  Raft  Tnaf;  mlhams'  .  rhlf.  daftly  with  the  .ccounts 

tne  li rl.  bait  India  voyagers  give  of  the  Japanefe. 

“  ThisT5’1  M-‘  Eli°£’S  ,manufcrtPts  1  found  tJw  following  ftory. 

I  his  fpnng  time  in  the  year  1653,  being  fundry  days  at  Pau- 

tuc„ct,  and  (pending  a  fabbath  among  them,  there  was  a  woman 

at  tne  meeting  who  had  a  fmall  bright  Ws  image  of  a  man  about 

ei  nec.v,  hanging  by  a  firing  fattened  about  the  neck  of  the  image, 

iobferved  it,  but  though,  little  of  it  j  afterwards  when  I  though 

to  have  gone  away,  my.horfc  had  run  and  gone  homeward/ as 

iey  found  by  Ins  footing,  whereupon  I  fent,  fome  after  my 

cone,  and  purposed  to  have  gone  on  foot  after  till  they  met  me 

v/4n  my  horfe.  Many  being  gathered  together  to  take  leave 
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10  lions  of  among  them.  They  acknowledged  a  God, 
whom  they  mentioned  by  the  word  Ketan ;  he  gave  them 
rain  in  time  of  drought,  and  fair  weather  after  great  rains. 
Upon  him  they  had  their  firft  dependence  for  recovery 
from  ficknefs,  but  if  he  tailed  them  they  applied  to  their 

powows,  which,  it  is  moft  likely,  brought  upon  them  the 
r  charge 

me,  among  the  red  there  was  that  woman  with  an  image  about 
fier  neck  ;  I  afked  her  why  ihe  wore  it  there,  fhe  loundly  and 
readily  anfwered  me,  1  pray  unto  it.  Why,  faysl,  do  you  account 
that  to  be  your  God  ?  She  as  readily  anfwered  me  yes.  At  which 
[  marvelled,  having  never  feen  the  like  before  at  any  place  1  ever 
came  to  I  therefore  declared  to  her  and  to  the  company  about 
us  the  greatnefs  of  the  fin  of  idolatry.  I  urged  th.e  fecond  com¬ 
mandment.  I  ifhewed  how  much  idols  (hould  be  demolifhed.  l 
defined  her  to  give  it  to  me  that  I  might  demoliih  it,  but  (he  re- 
fufed.  I  offered  her  half  a  crown  for  it,  but  die  was  not  willing 
Perceiving  it  was  tied  with  a  riding  knot,  I  flipped,  t'.ie  knot  and 
flipped  off  the  image  ;  then  fhe  fwelled  with  anger  and  cried. 
I  prefen tly  gave  her  half  a  crown,  which  ihe  took  but  was  not  pa- 
cified.  I  told  the  company,  the  firft  pond  I  came  to  I  would  call 
it  in.  When  I  departed,  the  woman  girt  up  her  loins  and  ran  alter 
me  ;  when  I  perceived  it,  I  afked  her  whither  ihe  went,  ihe  an- 
fwered,  whither  I  went,  and  fhe  would  not  leave  me  fo  long  as  I 
had  her  God  about  me.  It  began  to  rain,  which  was  lome  dif- 
courap-ement  to  my  going  forward  ;  then  I  confideied  that  this 

of  mine,  in  taking  away  and  abolifhing  the  idol,  was  neither  io 
proper  nor  fo  valid  as  it  would  be  if  the  rulers  and  fachems  fnould 
Jo  — J  refolved  to  return,  and  did  lo  and  the  woman  after  me. 
When  I  came  to  the  wigwam,  there  being  four  fachems  prefent 
which  prayed  to  God,  I  defired  them  all  to  come  together.  Being 
come,  I  told  them  that  feeing  the  rain  had  driven  me  back,  God 
would  not  have  me  yret  to  go*  but  fomewhat  elfc  is  to  be  done 
about  this  idol  and  the  fin  of  idolatry,  and  becaufe  the  woman 
is  not  content  with  what  I  have  done  I  do  commit  the  matter  and 
the  idol  unto  you  to  judge.  So  I  laid  it  upon  the  ground  before 
them  where  they  fat,  and  went  to  confer  with  the  company. 
When  they  had  fat  about  half  an  hour  in  confutation,  they  de¬ 
fired  the  company  to  come  before  them,  which  they  did.  They 
faid  they  had  agreed  upon  their  judgments,  ift,  I  hat  the  aft  in 
taking  away  the  idol  was  well  done.  2dly,  I  hat  one  man  ihould 
be  appointed  to  demolifh  the  idol,  and  three  others  for  witneffes 
that  it  was  done.  3dly,  They  adjudged  the  idolatress  to  be  a  great 
fmner,  yet  as  it  was  the  firft  time,  and  fhe  had  done  it  ignorantly, 
therefore  they  would  fpare  her,  yet  they  did  all  one  alter  another 
reprove  her  very  folemnly.  After  execution  was  done  upon  the 
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dwi-geof  whipping  the  Devi)  The  powows  d 

ng  i  called  their  priefts.  We  have  many  idle  (lories  ( 
the  intercourfe  they  had  with  the  Devil.  Their  craft  w 

the1rnr?er  r°m  the  prC,achers  of  the  S°fPd’  who  condemne 

le  lleat,s  and  juggles  as  diabolical,  and  they  were  ere, 

J2ST?  ,C^f  SolPe*’  and  threatned  the  new  converts  wit 
death  and  deftrudhon,  and  many  were  fo  intimidated  th 

the  powows  were  fuppofed  to  have  fafeinated  or  bi 
witched  them.  Paflfaconaway,  a  great  fagamore  upo 
Merrimack  river,  was  the  mod  celebrated  powow  in  th 
country.  He  made  the  Indians  believe  ftrange  things 
at  he  could  make  water  burn,  rocks  move  and  trees  danct 
and  metamorphofe  himfeif  into  a  flaming  man ;  that  in  wir 
ter  he  could  raife  a  green  leaf  out  of  the  alhes  of  a  dry  one 
and  produce  a  living  brake  from  the  (kin  of  a  dead  onef. 

“H*  tURe,  declared  that  he  underftood  there  were  fome  more  idol 
thofe  alfo^Vl"  0t  hou!es-  1  ^quelled  the  fachems  to  fend  fo 

d  f  "Sht  bi'>  fS  0r  with’  his  wing 

T  ,  ’  ,t0,  the  fachem;»  who  prefently  palTed  the  fame  judo-men 
they  had  cone  upon  the  former,  and  it  was  executed  accordnmly 

V  'T  how  it  Ihould  come  to  pafs  that  there  ihould  be  fuc' 
idolatry  here,  and  m  no  place  elfe  that  I  had  heard  of  The- 
rendered  this  reafon  That  being  the  mod  northerly  place  that 
re.eit  to,  ome  of  thofe  Indians  have  commerce  with  the  Indian 
na  ate  yet  more  northerly,  who  have  commerce  with  thoft 
whom  the  French  teach  to  pray  to  fuch  idols,  therefore  the 
think  t.ie  idols  and  idolatry  come  from  them. 

The  Oqui  of  the  Algonquins,  or  French  Indians,  was  the  fame  wit] 
the  powow  of  the  Engliih  Indians.  Champlain  fays,  h“ wha 
canfed  u  to  be  fuppofed  they  intended  the  Devil,  was  that  whe" 
my  aw  a  man  do  any  thing  extraordinary,  or  have  any  extra 
ordinary  qualities,  as  a  brave  warrior,  or  a  furious  fellow  to  tin 
degiee  of  madnefs,  they  called  him  Oqui.  That  fome  of  thef 
Oqiu  s  undertook  to  heal  the  lick,  cure  the  wounded,  and  to  fore- 
tc  I  future  events.  The  Oqui’s  perfuaded  the  Tick  to  caufe  feall 
to  be  made  that  they  might  have  a  Iliare  in  them,  and  to  perform 
many  ceremonies  rn  hopes  of  a  fpeedy  cure.  Sometimes  the  phy- 
fiemn  acquired  reputation  by  the  fudden  reftoration  of  the  patient 
but  T  they  were  very  ill  the  horrid  noife  and  difturbance  the  Oqw 
made,  was  much  more. likely  to  kill  than  cure. 

f  i  hey  had  a  tradition  that  a  crow  brought  the  fill  grain  of  In- 
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Whem  the  powow  was  lent  for  in  any  malady,  after 
a  hideous  bellowing  and  groaning,  he  made  a  flop,  and  all 
the  auditors  with  one  voice  uttered  a  fliort  note,  and  then 
the  powow  renewed  his  roaring,  fruiting  his  naked  breaft 
and  thighs,  and  jumping  about  until  he  foamed  at  the 
mouth.  The  patients  were  frequently  cured  of  imagi¬ 
nary  diftempers,  by  thefe  ridiculous  pranks,  and  fuch  in- 
ftances  of  recovery  worked  upon  the  credulity  of  the  Indi¬ 
ans,  fo  far  as  to  make  them  to  iuppofe  the  powows  could 
heal  them  and  poifon  them  when  they  pleafed.  The  lat¬ 
ter  was  the  eafieft,  and  it  is  not  unlikely  that  they  had 
enough  of  the  Devil  in  them  to  do  it,  in  order  to  carry  on 
the  fraud  and  raife  their  characters.  Thefe  poor  deluded 
creatures  were  foon  convinced  that  the  Engiifh  medicines 
had  a  healing  virtue  beyond  all  the  charms  of  the  powows  *. 
There  is  a  noted  inftance  of  Mr.  Window,  the  governor 
of  Plimouth,  his  reviving  old  Maffafoiet,  by  the  help  of  a 
dole  ofMithridate,  when  given  over  by  his  own  phyficians. 
Mr.  Mayhew  vifiting  the  fon  of  Towanquattick,  a  Saga¬ 
more  at  Martha’s  Vineyard,  who  was  ill  of  a  fever,  and 
whom  the  powows  pronounced  a  dead  man,  let  him  blood, 
and  he  foon  recovered  "f.  Many  of  the  powows  became 
converts  to  Mr.  Eliot  and  Mr.  Mayhew;  among  the  reft, 
Paftaconnaway,  the  Sagamore  already  mentioned.  Some  of 
the  converts  gave  this  account,  cc  that  when  any  of  the 
Indians  fell  into  a  ftrange  dream,  wherein  Chepian  ap- 


dian  corn,  and  although  this  bird  often  robbed  their  fields,  not  one 
Indian  in  an  hundred  would  kill  them.  R .  Williams. 

*  “  I  find,  by  God’s  blefling  on  feme  means  ufed  in  phyfick  and 
chirurgery,  they  are  already  convinced  of  the  folly  of  powowing, 
and  are  eafily  perfuaded  to  give  it  over,  as  a  finful  and  diabolical 
practice.”  Mr.  Eliott's  letter,  Nov.  12,  1648. 

f  Their  fweatings  in  their  hot  houfes  was  a  more  rational  remedy 
than  the  powowing.  By  thefe  they  are  faid  to  have  eafily  got  rid 
of  the  French  difeafe.  i  he  Six  Nations  make  ufe  of  a  plant,  which 
they  pretend  is  a  fpecific  for  that  diftemper,  but  make  a  lecret  cf  it. 
I  will  mention  an  inftance  of  their  fagacity.  Obfervmg  that  the 
mufquafh  fed  freely  upon  the  hemlock  without  hurt,  they  took 
out  the  ftomach  of  the  animal,  dried  and  pulverized  it,  and  gave 
it  to  their  children  who  had  eaten  of  the  plant,  and  found  it  to  be 
an  antidote  for  the  poifon. 

“  peared 
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pea  red  unto  them  as  a  ferpent,  the  next  day  they  tel 
‘‘  the  other  Indians  of  it,  and,  for  two  days  after,  the  ref 
of  the  Indians  dance  and  rejoice  for  what  they  tell  then 
“  about  this  ferpent,  and  fo  they  become  their  powows.’ 
Being  afked  what  thefe  powows  do,  and  what  ufe  thei 
are  of,  they  faid,  “  their  principal  employment  was  to  cun 
“  the  fick,  by  certain  odd  geftures  and  beating  themfelves 
“  and  then  they  fhall  pull  out  the  ficknefs  by  applying  theii 
“  hands  to  the  fick  perfon,  and  fo  blow  it  away.”  °  Thi 
account  was  given  to  Mr.  F.iiot,  who  made  this  inference 
“  fo  that  their  powows  are  great  witches,  having  fellowfhir 
“  with  the  old  Serpent,  to  whom  they  pray,  and  by  whoh 
“  means  they  heal  fick  -perfons,”  &c.  Some  of  them  wen 
jugglers,  end  without  arriving  to  any  great  degree  of  per¬ 
fection,  they  might  raife  the  admiration  of  the  generaiit) 
of  their  blockifh  countrymen.  However,  the  contempo¬ 
raries  of  the  aboriginals  all  fay,  that,  befides  the  Ketan,  01 
their  good  fpirit,  they  had  feme  notion  of  an  evil  fpirit 
which  is  fometimes  called  Chepian,  but  generally  Abamo- 
cho  *,  lord  of  thofe  infernal  regions  to  which  they  con- 
figned  their  enemies.  Mr.  Mayhew,  in  a  letter  dated  in 
1650,  relates  a  convention  between  Hiacoomes  a  chriftian 
Indian,  and  Myoxco,  a  chief  man  of  a  place  at  the  Vine¬ 
yard.  Myoxco  demanded  how  many  Godsf  the  Englifh 


,  I  ne  Indians  who  had  never  feen  any  man  blacker  than 
themfelves,  happened  to  fpy  a  Negro  a  top  of  a  tree  who  had  loll 
ms  way,  ran  to  the  next  plantation  to  inform  the  Englilh  that 
they  had  feen  Abamocho,  and  to  intreat  their  affiftance  to  conjure 
him  dovvn.  Ehe  Englilh  went  out  and  found  the  poor  wandering 
clack  and  conducted  him  to  his  maker. ”  Wood.  & 

Query,  Whether  it  was  not  as  natural  for  them  to  have  taken  the 
firlt  white  man  they  faw  for  Abamocho,  as  the  frit  black,  their 
own  colour  being  a  medium  between  both. 

f  Mr.  Eliot,  in  tranflating  the  bible,  could  find  no  Indian  word 
for  God.  in  the  prayers  and  fermons  made  by  the  Indians  in  their 
own  language,  they  have  been  taught  to  ufe  the  word  Jehovah 
or  the  Englifh  words  God  or  Lord.  R.  Williams  ufes  the  Indian 
word  Manitoo ,  by  which  word  they  feem  rather  to  have  expreiTed 
their  admiration  at  any  thing  which  excelled,  whether  animate  or 
inanimate. 

worlhipped, 
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worfhipped,  and  being  anfwered,  one,  he  reckoned  up 
about  37  principal  gods  he  had  ;  and  fhaa  I,  laid  he, 

throw  away  thele  37  gods  for  one  ?  * 

The  Indians  of  Canada,  according  to  Charlevoix,  had 
an  infinite  number  of  genii,  or  lubaltern  fpirits,  good  and 
bad,  who  had  their  particular  worfhip.  Very  cucuuv 
ftantial  accounts  have  been  publifhed,  by  the  Quench 
writers,  of  the  religious  rites  and  ceremonies  of  tne  nor¬ 
thern  Indians,  their  feafts  and  tails,  their  piieils,  and  tvui 
their  nuns  or  velial  virgins;  which  accounts  have  either 
been  too  eafily  received,  or  elfe  the  northern  differed 
much  from  the  more  fouthern  Indians,  who,  at  belt,  gave 
themfelves  but  little  concern  upon  any  point  ot  religion. 
A  deep  enquiry  into  futurity  could  not  confift  with  tuat 
indolent  (late  of  mind,  which  they  made  the  fummit  ot  all 
happinefs.  An  Indian  convert  difeourfing  with  Wcolama- 
quin,  the  great  Sachem,  he  enquired  of  the  convert,  wnat 
worldly  good  things  he  had  gained  by  his  new  religion  ; 
and  not  receiving  a  fatisfadlory  anfwer,  gave  himlelt  no 
further  thought  about  it.  Mr.  May  hew  fays,  that  upon 
the  firft  propofals  of  religion  to  them,  they  generally  made 
thefe  three  enquiries.  1.  What  earthly  riches  they  fhould 


*  Roo-er  Williams  fays  that  when  they  faw  one  man  excell 
others  in  wifdom,  valour,  ftrength,  See.  they  would  cry  out,  he 
is  a  god.  And  when  they  heardk>f  the  Englifh  fhips,  houfes,  and 
manner  of  plowing  their  fields,  they  pronounced  that  they  were 
gods.  By  their  e after n,  weftern,  fouthern,  and  northern  gods, 
which  the  fame  author  fpeaks  of,  they  probably  intended  no  more 
than  the  chief  fagamores  of  the  feveral  places  to  which  fouls 
went.  This  is  very  confident  with  the  grofs  notions  they  had  or  a 
future  date. 

I  be^an  to  fufpedt,  from  this  inftance  of  plurality  of  gods,  fome- 
thing  like  the  mythology  of  the  ancients.  Romulus  in  caslo  cum  diis 
a  ait  a<vum.  Cic.  But  I  have  nowhere  met  with  any  evidence  of 
their  making  any  of  their  deceafed  heroes  theobjc&s  of  their  religious 
worfhip,  nor  fo  much  as  prefer ving  the  remembrance  of  their  names ; 
and  it  is  probable  the  Indian  run  over  a  number  of  names  to  impofe 
uoon  Mr.  M.iyhevv,  or  to  get  rid  of  his  importunity,  and  that,  from 
this  authority  only,  other  writers  have  mentioned  a  plurality  of 
Gods. 

p  His  letter  to  the  corporation,  1 650. 
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get.  2.  What  approbation  they  fhould  have  from  other 
biga  mores  and  governors.  3.  Flow  they  fhould  come  off 
jiom  the  powows  *, 

,  Many  people  pieafed  themfelves  with  a  conjecture,  that 
te.e  Indians  in  America  were  the  defeendants  of  the  ten 
tribes  o!  Ifrael.  There  was  as  little  affinity  between  the 
Indian  and  the  Hebrew  language,  as  between  the  languages 
of  any  two  nations  upon  the  earth,  and  the  New-England 
Indians  had  no  one  cuftom  peculiar  to  the  Ifraehtesj  except 
tnat  of  the  reparation  of  the  women  on  certain  occafions. 
1  his  ctillom  obtained  among  moft  of  the  nations  upon  the 
continent.  The  French  fpeak  of  others,  viz.  that,  at  cer¬ 
tain  repalls,  they  never  make  ule  of  knives  ;  it  is  not  pro¬ 
bable  they  ever  had  any  toufe,  on  any  occafion,  until  they 
were  brought  to  them  from  Europe ;  they  called  the  firft 
Englifh  knifemen :  That  they  never  break  the  bones  of 
the  brails  they  eat,  and  that,  in  fome  of  their  longs,  you 
may  diftinguifh  the  word  Hallelujah.  One  CaptXrom- 
wdl,  a  rich  bucanier,  who  died  at  Bofton  about  1646, 
ad u red  governor  Dudley,  that  he  had  feen  Indians  to  the 
fouthwarci  circumcifed.  This  increafed  the  faith  of  many 
i  he  authors  of  the  univerial  hiftory  feem  to  have  as  little 
grounds  for  the  conjecture,  that  the  Indians  are  the  pofte- 
my  of  the  ancient  Scythians,  and  thatMaffachufets,  a  com¬ 
pound  Indian  word,  might  be  derived  from  Malagetes. 


t  A*.  T/iluams  fays  that  when  he  had  difeourfed  of  the  creation, 
j  t;ic  i0uh  0 f*  tne  danger  of  it,  and  the  having  of  it,  they  alfented; 
but  when  lie  fpake  of  the  refurredion  of  the  body,  they  cried  out 
we  will  never  believe  this.  J 

.  t  Their  grealing  their  hair  is  called,  by  R.  Williams,  anoint- 
"mg  their  heads. 

I  hey  are  laid  to  call  the  feven  ffars  the  Bear.  This  would 
0  vcty  Grange,  it  there  was  any  evidence  of  their  calling  them 
.  ’  wllcn  t!lc  European  arrived.  So  remarkable  a  conftella- 
uon  mult  have  been  always  diftinguifhed  by  them.  A  Bear 
being  fo  common  an  animal  with  them,  they  probably  were  ac- 


iainte  t  with  the  name  of  the  con'icllation  being  the  fame  with 
at  o.*"  the  animal,  front  their  moil  early  converfe  with  the  Enylilh 
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Our.  anceftors  attempted  to  account  for  the  firfl:  peo¬ 
pling  America,  cor.fiftent  with  the  facred  hiftory  of  the 
creation,  but  were  obliged  to  leave  the  matter  in  the  fame 

uncertainty,  as  all  others  have  done  who  have  fince  mado 
✓  ' 

the  like  attempt. 

The  language  of  the  Indians,  from  Pifcataqua  to  Con¬ 
necticut,  was  lo  nearly  the  fame,  that  they  could  tolerably 
well  converfe  together.  It  was  obferved,  that  without  the 
greateft  difficulty,  they  could  not  be  brought  to  pronounce 
the  letters  L  or  R.  For  Lobftcr,  they  faid  Nobftan.  The 
Tarrenteens  founded  the  R  eafily.  Labials  they  ufed  with 
freedom.  It  is  obferved  of  the  weftern  Indians,  particu¬ 
larly  the  fix  nations,  that  they  have  no  labials  in  all  their 
language,  and  they  and  the  Nipnets,  who  lived  little  more 
than  ioo  miles  from  them,  could  not  better  underhand 
one  another  than  the  Engliffi  and  Chinefe. 

At  the  beginning,  our  planters  promifed  themfelves 
great  things  from  the  foil,  and  imagined  they  were  rich, 
having  the  property  of  fo  great  an  extent  of  territory. 
The  general  court  allowed  no  more  than  200 acres  of  land, 
in  the  firfl  dividend,  for  50  pounds  fterling  advanced  for  the 
plantation.  Mr.  Johnfon,  in  a  will  made  in  1629,  fuppofes 
his  intereft,  as  a  proprietor,  worth  fix  hundred  pounds  ftcr- 
ling*,  but  many  years  hadnot  pafied,  before  an  ingenious 
writer  jr  obferved,  that  the  planters  had  found,  by  experi¬ 
ence,  that  their  improved  lands  were  of  no  greater  value 
(in  many  places  not  fo  greatj  than  the  labour  and  expence 
in  fubduing  them.  Several  accounts  of  the  opinions,  which 
at  firfl  prevailed,  both  of  the  foil  and  climate,  have  been 
preferved.  Wood,  a  writer  ot  a  fertile  imagination,  who 
lived  in  the  country  four  years,  which,  from  fome  paffages 
in  his  hiftory,  appear  to  have  been  before  the  year  1636,  or 
the  Pequob  war,  fays,  “  The  foil  is,  for  the  general,  a  warm 

*  In  1716,  feveral  gentlemen  joined  in  the  purchafe  of  about 
500,000  acres  of  land  in  the  eaftern  country,  called  the  Pejepfoot 
purchase.  The  whole  conh  deration  was  no  more  than  about  one 
hundred  pounds,  fterling,  DougUfs, 

t  Mr.  Hubbard.  ' 
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there  being  little  cold  fpewing  land,  no 
\t  mo°^  a  *enns>  no  quagmires,  the  lowed  grounds  bethe 
<t  n,Klpi:cs’  °^ver  which,  every  full  and  change,  the  fea  flows; 
tnde  niar Ihes  be  rich  ground  and  bring  plenty  of  hay, 
or  which  the  cattle  feed,  and  like  as  it  they  were  fed 

r?  ^-e  ^  uP'land  hay  in  New-England  %  of  which 
s6  nhewile  there  is  great  ftore,  which  grows  commonly  be- 
tween  [he  marfhes  and  the  woods.  This  meadow  ground 
fes  higher  than  the  marfhes,  whereby  it  is  freed  from 
“  the  outflowing  of  the  feas,  and  befides  this,  in  many 
Cw  places  where  the  trees  grow  thin,  there  is  good  fodder 
“  t0  be  8or  amongft  the  woods.  There  be  likewife  in  di- 
vers  places  near  the  plantations  great  broad  meadows, 
“  wherein  grow  neither  fhrub  nor  tree,  lying  low,  in  which 
‘c  places  grows  as  much  grafs  as  may  be  thrown  out  with 
a  fey th,  thick  and  long,  as  high  as  a  man’s  middle,  fotne 
**  as  high  as  the  flioulders,  fo  that  a  good  mower  may  cut 
thice  load  in  a  day.  Many  objed:  this  is  but  coarfe  fod- 
‘  c^er*  True  it  is,  that  it  is  not  fo  fine  to  the  eye  as 
“  Englifh  grafs,  but,  being  made  into  hay,  the  cattle  eat 
it  3o  v. ell  as  lea  hay,  and  like  as  well  with  it.  The  word 
that  can  be  laid  againft  .the  meadow  grounds  is,  that 
there  is  but  little  eclifh  or  after  padure,  which  may  pro- 
**  ceed  from  chelate  mowing,  more  than  any  thing  elfef. 

“  For 

tli..s  account  is  much  too  favorable.  Take  the  faltmarfh  of 
lKc  Evcial  pasts  or  the  country,  one  acre  with  another  will  not 
produce  more  than  three  quarters  of  a  load  of  hay.  Cattle,  remote 
fiC.’ii  tne  ka,  mult  have  fait,  and  a  bttle  fait  hay  would  undoubtedly 
'be  grateful,  'and  black  cattle  and  horfes  and  fheep  may  be  kept 
througn  winter  with  fait  hay,  but  all  creatures, prefer  Eng- 
inh  nay  Vvhcn  they  can  have  botli.  The  natural  upland  grafs  of  the 
country  commonly  called  Indian  grafs,  is  poor  fodder,  perhaps  not 
better,  if  fo  good  as  barley  draw" 

f  f  conclude,  from  this  account,  that  they  had  then  no  hay  of 
Englifh  grafs.  Land  of  a  tolerable  quality,  ‘where  Engiilh  grafs, 
v  name  given  to  ad  imported  grades,  has  been  mowed,  we  now 
imd  by  experience,  will  afford  after  feed  .until  the  fevere  frpfts 
Li;i^  the  gr  a  Is,  and  came  it  to  wither.  It  has  been  made  a 
<  :on,  w/tetuer  the  feed  of,  the  white  clover  is  not  in  the  earth 

in 
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*c  For  the  more  upland  grounds,  there  be  different  kinds, 
“  in  fome  places  clay,  fome  gravel,  fome  a  red  fan J,  all 
“  which  are  covered  with  a  black  mould,  in  fome  places 
“  a  foot  deep,  in  others  not  lo  much.  Such  is  the  rank- 
“  nefs*  of  the  ground,  that  it  muft  be  fown  the  firft  year 
“  with  Indian  corn,  which  is  a  (baking  grain,  before  it 
“  will  be  lit  to  receive  Englifh  feed.  For  the  natural  foil, 

in  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  our  farmers  affirm,  and  there 
is  no  doubt  of  the  fad,  that  if  they  break  up  new  ground  in  the 
woods,  where  no  dung  has  ever  been  fpread,  and  lay  it  down 
the  next  or  the  fame  year,  and  give  it  a  thin  coat  of  allies,  the 
v/hite  honey  fuckle  comes  in  as  thick  as  if  the  feed  had  been  fown. 
borne  connoiiTeurs  fay,  that  the  plant  and  flower  difler  from  t lie 
Englifh  honey  fuckl  .  'Afhes  will,  certainly,  in  fome  of  our  inw 
proved  lands,  bring  in  this  fort  of  grafs,  when  barn  dung,  or  fca 
manure,  will  bring  in  other  forts  of  Engliih  grafs  in  the  fame 
field.  On  the  other  hand,  in  travelling  the  woods  where  no  cattle 
itas  been,  and  where  the  foil  has  been  fo  good  that  the  brakes 
and  Indian  grafs  have  been  four  or  five  feet  high,  I  have  fearched 
for  Englifh  grafs  without  being  able  to  find  a  fpire  of  any  fort. 
Some  have  luppofed  that  the  pigeons,  which  come  down  to  the 
plantations  in  infinite  numbers,  and  other  birds  of  paflaye,  fcatter 
the  feeds  in  their  dung  through  the  continent.  rl  here  is  a  tradi- 
t  on,  that  the  grafs  called  fowl  meadow  grafs,  which  is  Superior  to 
any  other  grafs  of  the  frefh  water  meadows,  was  hrfi  brought  to  th> 
meadows  in  Dedham,  by  a  large  flight  of  wild  fowls, °and  that 
from  thence  the  grafs  and  the  meadows,  where  it  was  firil  dis¬ 
covered,  and  from  wh. nee  it  has  been  communicated  to  many  parts 
of  the  country,  took  their  names.  1  do  not  find  the  observation 
any  where  made  that,  at  the  beginning  of  the  Englifh  Settlements, 
the  European  grafs  came  into  ground  which  had  been  broke  up, 
before  any  feed  was  fown.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  probable 
taat  the  feeds  of  all  that  great  v  ariety  of  grafles,  diitind  from  what 
is  called  wild  or  Indian  grafs  with  which  our  fields  abound,  was 
ever  imported  or  fown  among  us, 

*  Rather  the  roughnefs  of  the  ground.  The  Indian  corn  re¬ 
quiring  frequent  plowings,  what  are  now  called  horle  hoeings,  be- 
hues  hoeing  and  hilling  by  hand,  the  land  is  pulverized,  and  therq 
will  be  fine  tilth  neceflary  for  Englifh,  grain  the  next  year.  Indian 
Corn  is  likewife  gathered  late,  after  the  frofts  fet  in,  and,  if  the 
corn  has  been  well  tended,  there  will  be  no  grafs  or  weeds  when  the 
froils  break  up  in  the  fpriug,  immediately  after  which  it  fhould  be 
ploughed  for  the  Engliih  grain. 

li  h  3  i 
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“  1  prefer  it  before  the  counties  of  Surry  or  Middlefev, 
tt  .  ( U  i!  Cney  were  not  enriched  with  continual  manur- 

ings,  would  be  lefs  fertile  than  the  meaneft  grounds  in 
‘‘  New-England  ;  wherefore,  it  is  not  impofTible,  nor 
muc^  improbable,  that,  upon  improvements,  the  foil 

‘‘  may  be  as  good  in  time,  as  England.  If  any  man  doubt 
“  of  the  goodnefs  of  the  ground,  let  him  comfort  himfelf 
with  the  cheapnefs  of  it  ;  fuch  bad  land  in  England,  I 
“  arn  iure,  wili  bring  in  ftore  of  good  money.  There  hath 
as  good  Englifh  corn  grown  there  as  can  be  defired, 
efpecially  rye,  oats  and  barley  •,  i  here  hath  been  no 
“  8rear  trial  of'  wheat  and  beans,  only  thus  much  I  affirm, 
“  ^lac  ffi^fe  cwo  grains  grow  well  in  gardens. ’* 


T  his  author  s  a<  count  of  the  country  is  not  unfavor* 
able.  .  An  anonymous  manufcript  which  was  fent  to  Enp-- 
!md  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1637,  gives  us  a  diffe¬ 
rent  idea. 
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ct  ^  HE  it  is,  for  the  natrue  of  it,  mixed  ;  the  upland, 

rather  participates  of  land  than  clay,  yet  our  rye  likes  it 
nor,  an  argument  it  is  both  cold  and  barren,  yet  I  find 
fome  of  it  manured  to  yield  feme  intreafe  but  not  to 
anfwer  expectation  ;  the  low  lands  are,  for  the  moll  part, 
covered  with  underwoods,  the  foil,  which  is  a  mixture  of 
clay  and  fan  1,  fee  ms  to  have  been  fattened  by  the  conti¬ 
nu'd  'fall  of  leaves  from  the  trees  growing  thereon.  This 
foil  is  like  your  woodland  in  England,  belt  at  firft,  yet 
afterwards  grows  more  barren.  This  railed  the  report 
of  fo  rich  a  foil,  but  vve*  that  came  after  found,  by  dear 
experience,  that  affeftion,  not  judgment,  was  the  author 
of  it ;  lor,  after  five  or  fix  years,  it  grows  barren  beyond 
belief ;  and  whereas,  after  the  land  in  England  proves 
fertile  for  grals,  this  yields  none  at  all,  but,  like  the  land 
about  DunfUble,  puts  on  the  face  of  winter  in  the  time 
of  furnmer.  i  do  believe,  that  if  we  had  marl,  lime,  op 

mighty  in  part,  be  cured!* 


*  I  fuppofe  he  means 
fdimouth  men* 

*  *  .  ■<<  \  I  :  i  i 


the  MafTachufets  planters  v/hp  came  after 
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«  but,  as  yet,  we  are  deftitute  of  thefe  fupplies.  The  na- 
“  tural  coldnefs  confutes  the  opinion  of  thofe,  who  did  con- 
“  ceive  it  to  be  originally  fertile,  and  experience  confirms 
“  this  to  be  true,  for  beans,  millet,  and  fitches  and  roots, 
which  delight  in  a  cold  foil,  profper  heie  alike.  1  or 
“  the  prefent,  we  make  a  fhift  to  live,  but  hereafter,  when 
“  our  numbers  increafe,  and  the  fertility  of  the  -oil  ooth 
ct  decreafe,  if  God  difcover  not  means  to  enrich  tnc  land, 
it  what  fhall  become  of  us  I  will  not  determine,  but,  it  is 
ii  probable,  we  muft  either  difband  ourlelves,  like 
“  beafts  (heightened  in  their  pafture,  and  fo  be  liable  to 
“  deftrudtion  from  the  natives  ( 1  mean  the  Pequods)  or  die, 

«  continuing  together,  be  made  the  fubjeuc  oi  fume  fearful 
“  famine  and  therpifery  that  accompanied  it.  Hay,  ws 
(i  have  here  of  the  low  lands,  iuch  as  it  is,  which,  in  my 
“  opinion,  is  inferior  in  goodnels  to  our  teed  and  iedge  in 
«  England,  for  it  is  lo  devoid  of  nutritive  vertue,  that  our 
“  beafts  orow  loufy  with  feeding  upon  it,  and  are  much 
tt  out  of  heart  and  liking  ;  befides,  it  breeds  among  them 
“  fundry  difeafes  which  we  know  not  how  to  cure.  Some 
“  have  learned  to  make  better  provifion,  by  burning  tne 
t<  prafs  when  it  is  near  ripe,  and  fo  iuftering  a  new  crop  to 
«  fprina  out  of  the  afhes  of  the  old.  This  they  cut  down, 
t<  before  it  be  half  ripe,  and  make  it  into  hay,  but  thus 
“  proves  like  your  after  meath  in  Old  England,  not  fit  to 
tt  labour  with,  yielding  a  faint  nourifhment,  which  htings 
tt  our  cattle  fo  low,  and  many  times  to  difeafes  of  which 
“  they  hardly  ever  recover. 

A  gentlewoman,  a  few  years  after,  in  anotliei  manu- 
feriptr fends  the  following  account.  When  1  remember 
tt  the  high  commendations  feme  have  given  of  the  place,, 
tt  anci  find  it  inferior  to  the  reports,  1  have  thought  the 
tt  reafon  thereof  to  be  this,  that  they  wrote  finely  m 
it  ftrawberry  fume. — When  I  have  thought  again  of  the 
it  mean  reports,  and  find  it  far  better  than  thole  reports, 
46  I  have  fancied  the  eyes  of  the  writers  were  fo  fixed  on 
ii  their  old  Englifh  chimney  tops,  that  the  imoke  put  them 
~  “  1-1  h  4 
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O'-1  •  ne  air  of  the  country  is  fharp,  the  rocks  manv 
7C  r.rees  lnnL,merabIe,  the  grafs  little,  the  winter  cold* 
t,!e  umrnerhot,  the  gnats  in  fummer  biting,  the  wolves 
at  midnight  howling,  &c.  Look  upon  it,  as  it  hath  the 
m.  tins  oi  grace,  and,  if  you  pka!e,  you  may  call  it  a 

Canaan.- - 1  perceive  lome  among  you  bav- imagined 

tuey  tT!Ight  enlarge  their  eilatcs  by  coming  here,  "but  I 
taught  that gi eat  men  mu  ft  look  to  be  iofers,  unlefs 
Mey  icCivor.  that  gain  which,  by  the  glorious  means  of 
me,  comes  down  from  heaven.  Men  (by  what  I  hear) 
y°»r  ian.<  and  worth,  will  be  welcome  on  New- 
Engl.i.io  s  crafts  ;  he  oruy  can  advile  you  bell,  who  can 
“  lead  you  to  his  place,”  &c. 

b'jR.  Huobard,  whofe  manufeript  hiftory  was  wrote 
aoout  1 68 o3  could  make  a  better  uidgment. 

-J  O 

/is  for  the  foil,  it  is,  for  the  general,  more  mountain¬ 
ous  and  hilly  than  otherwife,  and,  in  many  places,  very 
rocky  and  kill  of  (tones,  yet  intermingled  with  many 
plains  and  valleys,  fome  ol  which  are  Tandy  and  inclinable 
to  barren  riels,  dpecjally  rhofe  which  abound  with  pitph 
pinrs,  and  there  are  many  luch,  as  likewife  many  fwamps 
or  boggy  places,  full  of  fmall  bufhes  and  underwoods. 
Ijul  here  and  there,  are  many  rich  and  fruitful  fpots  pf 
land,  inch  as  they  call  interval  lane,  in  level  and  cham- 
pain  grounds,  that  oftentimes  are  overflown  by  thechan- 
nds  of  water  which  run  befide  them,  which  is  fuppofgd 
“  to  enrich  the  foil  that  is  fo  watered*.'  The  fatnefs  of 
i  j  the  earth  walked  by  the  rains,  and  melting  of  the  fnow 
kom  the  furface  of  the  higher  parts  of  the  country, 

*  hire  two.  great  rivers,  Connecticut  and  Hudfon’s  river,  are 
rooft  remarkable  for  large  tra&s  of  this  interval  land,  which  are  fo 
often  overflowed  as  to  need  no  other  manure,  the  waters  in  a  frefhet 
l- ringing  down  fo  much  muck  from  the  mountain?,  like  the  waters 
c>i  the  Nile,  as  to  keep  the  ground  in  good  heart  to  Lear  a  crop 
of  wheat  every  y  ear, .  Sometimes,  a  gjreat  frefhet,  in  the  months 
pi  June  and  July,  is  prejudicial  to  the  crops  upon  the  mowing* 
and  pa&ure  land,  for  that  feafon.,  making  the.  grafs  foul  and  diit 
fajrceable  to  the  cattle,  * '  • 
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*  being,  by  thofe  floods,  cad  upon  the  levels  which  lie  by  the 
fides^of  thofe  greater  ftreams.  In  many  fuch places,  their 
land  hath  been  known  to  be  fown  or  planted  full  forty 
years  together,  without  any  confldei  able  abatement  of 
the  cropf  never  failing  of  thirty  or  forty  bulhels  per  acre. 
But  for  the  generality  of  the  foil,  it  is  of  a  lighter  loit 
of  earth,  whole  fruitfulnels  is  more  benolden  to  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  heavens,  advantage  of  the  feafon,  fkill  and 
induftry  of  the  tiller,  than  to  the  ftrength  of  its  owrt 
temper.  Such  as  came  hither  firft  upon  diicovcry, 
chanced  to  be  here  in  the  firft  part  of  the  lummtr, 
when  the  earth  was  newly  adorned  with  its  befit  attuc 
ofi  herbs  and  flowers,  flourifbing  with  luch  early  fruits 
6t  as  weather  beaten  travellers  are  wont  to  retrefn  them- 
felves  with  beholding*,  as  ftrawberries,  goolecer.ies,  rafi- 
c<  berries,  cherries,  and  whorts,  as  they  obierved  who 
firft  landed  about  Martha’s  Vineyard,  from  whence  they 
ft  pro  mi  fed  themfielves  and  their  fiucceffors  a  very  flounfh- 
ing  country,  as  they  did  who  landed  firft  upon  the  coaft 
cc  of  Florida.  All  lorts  of  grain  fown  in  the  jpiing,  are 
44  found  to  grow  pretty  naturally  here.  T.  he  cold  oft- 
^  times  proves  fo  extream,  as  to  kill  that  which  is  com- 
cc  mitted  to  the  ground  before  wintered3  from  thele 

*  Our  farmers,  by  fowing  their  feed  early,  the  ground  being 
prepared  in  ridges  to  throw  off  the  rains  and  melting  fnows,  r ai  e 
winter  wheat  and  rye  with  good  fuccefs.  The  great  difcouiagc- 
ment  has  been  the  blafl.  An  idle  opinion  obtained  among  the 
-vulgar,  that  fince  the  execution  of  the  Quakers,  about  a  cenairy 
paft,  wheat  has  always  blafled.  Generally,  between  the  nut 
and  the  tenth  of  July,  it  has  been  obferved,  that  the  * 
called  the  honey  dew,  tailing  upon  the  wheat  (the  morning  aiter 
being  hot  and  calm)  caufes  the  tuft  or  bQit,  Ordinarily,  it  tne 
wheat  le  fown  early,  it  will  be  fo  forward,  by  this  time,  that  the 
grain  will  not  fuffer  by  it.  The  fpring  or  fu'mmer  gram,  being 
later  before  it  is  ripe,  is,  in  general,  the  mofi  expoied.  Sir  Heniy 
F.rankland,  feveral  yeam  ago,  imported  from  Liibon  the  feed  of  fuin“ 
rner  wheat,  which  ripens  there  in  twelve  weeks,  and  tne  flower  o 
jt  is  in  great  fcdeem.  This  fort  has  been  lefs  fubjeft  to  blafl  t  ran 
any  other.  It  ripens  in  thg  IvJafTachuibts  about  16  weeks  from 
the  fovving,  * 

z*  Jcver^l 
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feveral  accounts,  fome  judgment  may  be  made  of  the  onj. 
mon  our  forefathers  had  formed  of  the  country.  Exce- 
rience  convinced  many  of  them,  that  the  value  of  the  land 
when  cleared,  would  make  but  poor  wages  for  their  labor 
m  clearing  tt.  It  is  a  happy  thing,  that  a  fondnefs  for 
freeholds  to  tranfmit  topofterity,  with  privileges  annexed 
to  them,  excited  fo  many  of  the  firft  planters  of  America 
to  hard  labor,  and  fupported  them  under  hard  fare.  A 
great  part  of  this  vaft  continent,  filled  with  wild  beads  and 
lavage  men  fcarcely  fuperior  to  them,  now  affords  the 
necefiaries  and  conveniences  of  a  civilized  life,  equal  to  the 
like  traces  of  improved  country  in  other  parts  of  the 
globe.  Hiftory  affords  us  no  inftance  of  fo  o-reat  im¬ 
provements  in  l'o  fhort  a  time.  The  fame  pallion  Hill 
continues,  and  affords  a  profped  of  the  like  happy  effecb 
for  ages  yet  to  come. 


A  natural  hiflpry  of  the  country  will  afiord  a  volume 
of  itfeif,  and  it  is  a  work  much  wanted,  and  would  enter¬ 
tain  the  curious.  The  botanical  part  Would  be  very  ufe- 
fuj.  I  have  not  leifure,  and  if  I  had,  I  have  not  a  creniUs 
for  fuch  an  undertaking.  I  wifh  fome  perfon,  who  has 
both  the  one  and  the  other,  would  undertake  it. 
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N  U  M  B  E  R  I. 


Fhe  hvmbleReqveft  of  his  Majefties  loyallSubjefls, 
the  Gcvernoiir  and  the  Company  late  gone  for 
New-England  ;  to  the  reft  of  their  Brethren  in 
and  of  the  Church  of  England. 

Reverend  Fathers  and  Brethren, 

*\  H  E  generall  rumour  of  this  folemne  enterprife, 
wherein  our -elves  with  others,  through  the  pro¬ 
vidence  of  the  Almightie,  are  engaged,  as  it  may 
fpare  qs  the  labour  of  imparting  our  occafion  unto  you,  lo 
it  gives  us  the  more  incouragement  to  (Lengthen  ourielves 
by  the  procurement  of  the  prayers  and  biddings  of  the 
Lord’s  faithful  fervants :  For  which  end  wee  are  bold  to 
have  recourfe  unto  you,  as  thole  whom  God  hath  placed 
neareft  his  throne  of  mercy  •,  which  as  it  affords  you  the 
more  opportunity,  fo  it  impofeth  the  greater  bond  upon 
you  to  intercede  for  his  people  in  ail  their  ftraights  ;  we 
befeech  you  therefore  by  the  mercies  of  the  Lord  Jesvs 
to  confider  us  as  your  Brethren,  (landing  in  very  great 
need  of  your  helpe,  and  earneftly  imploring  it.  And  how- 
foever  your  charitie  may  have  met  with  fome  occafion  of 
difcouragement  through  the  mifreport  of  our  intent  ons, 
or  through  the  difaffc&ion,  or  indilcrecion,  of  fome  of  us, 
or  rather  amongft  us  :  for  wee  are  not  of  thole  that 
jdreame  of  p  rfection  in  this  world  ;  yet  we  defire  you 
would  be  pleafed  to  take  notice  of  the  principals,  and 
body  of  our  company,  as  thofe  who  efteeme  it  our  honour 
to  cal!  the  Church  of  England ,  from  whence  wee  rile,  our 
^  '  . .  dears 
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deare  Mother,  and  cannot  part  from  our  native  countri 
where  (he  Ipecally  reC.deth,  without  much  Cdnefs  of  hea" 
and  many  tears  in  our  eyts,  ever,  acknowledging  that  Cue 
hope  and  part  as  we  have  obtained  in  the  common  falv: 
non,  we  have  received  in  her  bofome,  and  fuckt  it  fror 
ner  breads  :  wee  leave  it  not  therefore,  as  loathing  tha 
nmk  wherewith  we  were  nounfted  there,  but  bleffina  Go- 
for  the  parentage  and  education,  as  members  of  thefam 
bocy,  ft  all  ahvayes  rejoice  in  her  good,  and  unfainedh 
gneve  for  any  forrowthat  ftall  ever  betide  her,  and  whili 
we  have  breath,  fyncerely  defire  and  indeavour  the  conti 
nuance  and  abundance  of  her  welfare,  with  the  inlareemen 
of  Iier  hounds  in  the  kingdome  of  Christ  Jesvs. 

Be  plea  fed  therefore  Reverend  Fathers  L?  Brethren 
to  ndpe  forward  this  worke  now  in  hand  ;  which  if  it 
profper,  you  ftall  bee  the  more  glorious,  howfoever  your 
fudgment  is  with  the  Lord,  and  your  reward  with  your 
Cod.  It  is  an  ufuall  and  laudable  exercife  of  vour  charity 
to  recommend  to  the  p-ayers  of  your  congregations  the 
neceffities  and  ftraights  of  your  private  neighbours :  Doe 
the  like  for  a  Church  fpringingout  of  your  owne  bowels. 
Vv  ee  conceive  much  hope  that  this  remembrance  of  us. 
if  it  be  frequent  and  fervent,  will  bee  a  moll  profperous 
gale  in  our  lades,  and  prouide  iuch  a  paffage  and  wel¬ 
come  for  us,  from  the  God  of  the  whole  earth,  as  both 
we  which  ftall  finde  it,  and  yourfelves,  with  the  reft  of  our 
friends,  who  ftall  heare  of  it,  fhall  be  much  inlarged  to 
bring  in  iuch  daily  returnes  of  thanksgivings,  as  the 
fpecialties  of  his  Providence  and  Goodnes  may  juftly 
challenge  at  ad  our  hands.  You  are  not  ignorant,  that  the 
Spilt  of  God  ftirred  up  the  Apoftle  Paul  to  make  conti- 
miall  mention  of  the  Church  of  Philippi  (which  was  a 
Colonie  of  Rome  j  jet  the  lame  Spirit,  webeleech  you,  put 
you  in  mind,  that  are  the  Lord’s  Remembrancers,  to  pray 
for  us  without  ceafing  (who  are  a  weake  Colony  from 
yourfelves)  making  continual]  requeft  for  as  to  God  in 
ail  your  prayers. 

What 
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What  we  intreat  of  you  that  are  the  mlnifters  of  God* 
that  we  crave  at  the  hands  of  all  the  reft  of  our  Brethren, 
that  they  would  at  no  time  forget  us  in  their  private  feli¬ 
citations  at  the  throne  of  Grace. 

If  any  there  be,  who  through  want  of  cleare  intelli¬ 
gence  of  our  courfe,  or  tendernefles  of  affedtion  towards 
us,  cannot  conceive  fo  well  of  our  way  as  we  could  defire,' 
we  would  intreat  fuch  not  to  deipife  us,  nor  to  defer t  us  in 
their  prayers  and  affections,  but  to  confider  rather,  that 
they  are  fo  much  the  more  bound  to  exprefife  the  bowels  of 
their  companion  towards  U9,  remembringalwaies  that  both 
Nature  and  Grace,  doth  binde  us  to  relieve  and  refcue 
with  our  utmoft  and  fpeedieft  power,  fuch  as  are  deare 
unto  us,  when  wee  conceive  them  to  be  running  uncom¬ 
fortable  hazards. 

What  goodnes  you  fhall  extend  to  us  in  this  or  any 
other  Chriftian  kindneffe,  wee  your  Brethren  in  Christ 
Jesvs  final  1  labour  to  repay  in  what  dutie  wee  are  or 
fhall  be  able  to  performe,  promifing,  fio  farre  as  God  fhall 
enable  us,  to  give  him  no  reft  on  your  behalfes,  wifining 
our  heads  and  hearts  may  be  as  fountains  of  tears  for 
your  everlafting  welfare,  when  wee  fhall  be  in  our  poore 
Cottages  in  the  wildernefife,  over-fhadowed  with  the  fipiric 
of  fupplication,  through  the  manifold  neceflities  and  tribu¬ 
lations  which  may  not  altogether  unexpectedly,  nor,  we 
hope,  unprofitably  befall  us.  And  fo  commending  you  to 
the  Grace  of  God  in  Christ,  wee  fhall  ever  reft. 

Your  allured  Friends  and  Brethren, 

From  Yarmouth ,  aboord 
the  Arabella ,  April  7,  1630. 


Io:  JVinthrope ,  Gcv. 
Charles  Fines , 


George  Phillips, 
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N*U  M  B  E  R  II. 

Certain  Propofals  made  by  Lord  Say,  Lard  Brook* 
and  other  Perfons  of  quality,  as  conditions  c 
their  removing  to  New-England,  with  th 
anfwers  thereto. 

Demand  i .  f  B  ^  LI  A  T  the  common-wealth  fhoul 

B  confift  of  two  diflinft  ranks  of  mer 
-A-  whereof  the  one  fhould  be  fc 
them  and  their  heirs,  gentlemen  of  the  country,  the  othe 
for  them  and  their  heirs,  freeholders. 

.Answer.  1  wo  diftindt  ranks  we  willingly  acknow 
Lege,  from  the  light  of  nature  and  feripture  ;  the  one  c 
them  called  Princes,  or  Nobles,  or  Elders  (amongft  whor 
gentlemen  have  their  place)  the  other  the  people.  Here 
ditary  dignity  or  honours  we  willingly  allow  to  the  former 
on !els  oy  the  fcandalous  and  bale  converlation  of  any  c 
them,  they  become  degenerate.  Hereditary  liberty,  o 
cflate  of  freemen,  we  willingly  allow  to  the  other,  unlei 
they  alfo,  by  fome  unworthy  and  flavifli 'carriage,  do  dil 
franch’ze  themfelves. 

Dem.  2.  1  hat  in  thefe  gentlemen  and  freeholders,  ai 
fumbled  together,  the  chief  power  of  the  common-weak 
fhall  be  placed,  both  tor  making  and  repealing  laws. 
Ans.  So  it  is  with  us. 

Uem.  3.  1  hat  each  of  thefe  two  ranks  fhould,  in  a' 
public  afifemblies,  have  a  negative  voice,  fo  as  without 
mutual  content  nothing  fhould  be  eftabliflied. 

Ans.  So  it  is  agreed  among  us. 

Co  O 

Dem.  4.  L  hat  the  firft  rank,  confiding  of  gentlemen 
fhould  have  power,  for  them  and  their  heirs,  to  come  t 
the  parliaments  or  public  atfemblies,  and  there  to  give  chei 
free  votes  perfonaliy  i  the  fecond  rank  of  freeholders  fhoul 
have  the  lame  power  for  them  and  their  heirs  of  meetini 
and  voting,  but  by  their  deputies.  Am 


1 


APPENDIX.  49i 

%  r  9  % 

Ans.  Thus  far  this  demand  is  pra&ifed  among  us.1 

The  freemen  meet  and  vote  by  their  deputies ;  the  other 
rank  give  their  votes  perfonally,  only  with  this  difference, 
there  be  no  more  of  the  gentlemen  that  give  their  votes 
perfonally,  but  fuch  as  are  chofen  to  places  of  office,  either 
governors,  deputy  governors,  counceilors,  or  affiftants. 
All  gentlemen  in  England  have  not  that  honour  to  meet 
and  vote  perfonally  in  Parliament,  much  Jefs  all  their 
heirs.  But  of  this  more  fully,  in  an  anfwer  to  the  ninth 
and  tenth  demand. 

Dem.  5.  That  for  facilitating  and  difpatch  of  bufinefs, 
and  other  reafons,  the  gentlemen  and  freeholders  fhould  fit 
and  hold  their  meetings  in  two  diftindf:  houfes. 

Ans.  We  willingly  approve  the  motion,  only  as  yet  it 
is  not  fo  praflifed  among  us,  but  in  time,  the  variety  and 
difcrepancy  of  fundry  occurrences  will  put  them  upon  a 
neceffity  of  fitting  apart. 

Dem.  6.  That  there  fhall  be  fet  times  for  thefe  meet¬ 
ings,  annually  or  half  yearly,  or  as  fhall  be  thought  fit  by 
common  confent,  which  meetings  fhould  have  a  fet  time 
for  their  continuance,  but  fhould  be  adjourned  or  broken 
off  at  thedifcretion  of  both  houfes. 

Ans.  Public  meetings,  in  general  courts,  are  by  char¬ 
ter  appointed  to  be  quarterly,  which,  in  this  infancy  of  the 
colony,  wherein  many  things  frequently  occur  which  need 
fettling,  hath  been  of  good  ufe,  but  when  things  are  more 
fully  fettled  in  due  order,  it  is  likely  that  yearly  or  half 
yearly  meetings  will  be  fufficient.  For  the  continuance 
or  breaking  up  of  thefe  courts,  nothing  is  done  but  with 
the  joint  confent  of  both  branches. 

D  em.  7.  That  it  fhall  be  in  the  power  of  this  parlia¬ 
ment,  thus  conflicted  and  aflembled,  to  call  the  governor 
and  all  publick  officers  to  account,  to  create  new  officers, 
and  to  determine  them  already  fet  up  :  and,  the  better  to 
hop  the  way  to  infolence  and  ambition,  it  may  be  ordered 
that  all  offices  and  fees  of  office  fhall,  every  parliament, 
determine,  unlefs  they  be  new  confirmed  the  laft  day  of 
every  feffion. 
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Ans.  This  power  to  call  governors  and  all  officers  to 
account,  and  to  create  new  and  determine  the  old,  is  fettled 
already  in  the  general  court  or  parliament,  only  it  is  not 
put  forth  but  once  in  the  year,  viz.  at  the  great  and  general 
court  in  May,  when  the  governor  is  chofen. 

Dem.  8.  That  the  governor  fhall  ever  be  chofen  out  of 
the  rank  of  gentlemen. 

Ans.  We  never  practice  otherwife,  chufing  the  gover¬ 
nor  either  out  of  the  affiiiants,  which  is  our  ordinary 
courfe,  or  out  of  approved  known  gentlemen,  as  this  year 
Mr.  Vane. 

Dem.  9.  That,  for  the  prefent,  the  Right  Honorable 
the  Lord  Vifcount  Say  and  Seale,  the  Lord  Brooke,  who 
have  already  been  at  great  difburfements  for  the  public 
works  in  New-England,  and  fuch  other  gentlemen  of  ap¬ 
proved  fincerity  and  worth,  as  they,  before  their  perfona! 
remove,  (hall  take  into  their  number,  fhould  be  admitted 
for  them  and  their  heirs,  gentlemen  of  the  country.  But, 
for  the  future,  none  fhall  be  admitted  intoahis  rank  but 
by  the  conlent  of  both  houfes. 

Ans.  The  great  'difburfements  of  thefe  noble  perfon- 
sges  and  worthy  gentlemen  we  thankfully  acknowledge, 
becaufe  the  fait  tv  and  prefence  of  our  brethren  at  Con¬ 
necticut  is  no  fmall  bleffing  and  comfort  to  us.  But,  though 
that  charge  had  never  been  difburfed,  the  worth  of  the 
honorable  perfons  named  is  fo  well  known  to  ail,  and  our 
need  of  fuch  fupportsand  guides  is  fo  fenfible  to  ourfelves, 
that  we  do  not  doubt  the  country  would  thankfully  ac¬ 
cept  it,  as  a  Angular  favor  from  God  and  from  them,  if 
he  fhould  bow  their  hearts  to  come  into  this  wildernefs  and 
♦  help  us.  As  for  accepting  them  and  their  heirs  into  the 
number  oLgentiemen  of  the  country,  the  cuftom  of  this 
country  is,  and  readily  would  be,  to  receive  and  acknow¬ 
ledge,  not  only  all  fuch  eminent  perfons  asthemfelves  and 
the  gentlemen  they  (peak  of,  but  others  of  meaner  eftate, 
fo  be  it  is  of  fome  eminency,  to  be  for  them  and  their  heirs, 
gentlemen  of  the  country.  Only,  thus  ftandeth  our  cafe. 
Though  we  receive  them  with  honor  and  allow  them 
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pre-eminence  and  accommodations  according  to  their  con* 
dition,  yet  we  do  not,  ordinarily,  call  them  forth  to  the 
power  of  election,  or  adminiftradon  of  magiftracy,  until 
they  be  received  as  members  into  fome  of  our  churches, 
a  privilege,  which  we  doubt  not  religious  gentlemen  will 
willingly  defire  (as  David  did  in  Pfal.  xxvii.  4.)  and  chrif- 
tian  churches  will  as  readily  impart  to  fuch  defirable  per- 
fons.  Hereditary  honors  both  nature  and  fcripture  doth 
acknowledge' (Ecclef.  xix.  17.)  but  hereditary  authority 
and  power  ftandeth  only  by  the  civil  laws  of  fome  com¬ 
monwealths,  and  yet,  even  amongft  them,  the  authority 
and  power  of  the  father  is  no  where  communicated,  to¬ 
gether  with  his  honors,  unto  all  his  pofterity.  Where  God 
bleffeth  any  branch  of  any  noble  or  generous  family,  wich 
a  fpirit  and  gifts  fit  for  government,  it  would  be  a  taking 
Of  God’s  name  in  vain  to  put  fuch  a  talent  under  a  bufhel, 
and  a  fin  againft  the  honor  of  magiftracy  to  negledl  fuch 
in  our  public  elections.  But  if  God  fhould  not  delight 
to  furnifh  fome  of  their  pofterity  wich  gifts  fit  for  magif¬ 
tracy,  we  fhould  expofe  them  rather  to  reproach  and  pre¬ 
judice,  and  the  commonwealth  with  tnem,  than  exalt 
them  to  honor,  if  we  fhould  call  them  forth,  when  God 
doth  not,  to  public  authority. 

Dem.  io.  That  the  rank  of  freeholders  fliall  be  mare  up 

of  fuch,  as  fhall  have  fo  much  perfonal  eftate  there,  as  fhali 
be  thought  fir  for  men  of  that  condition,  and  have  con¬ 
tributed,  fome  fit  proportion,  to  the  public  charge  of  the 
country,  either  by  their  difburfements  or  labors. 

Ans.  We  muft  confefs  our  ordinary  pradtice  to  be 
otherwife.  For,  excepting  the  old  planters,  i.e.  Mr.  Hum¬ 
phry,  who  himfelf  was  admitted  an  affiftant  at  London, 
and  all  of  them  freemen,  before  the  churches  here  were 
eftablifhed,  none  are  admitted  freemen  of  this  common¬ 
wealth  but  fuch  as  are  firft  admitted  members  of  fome 
church  or  other  in  this  country,  and,  of  fuch,  none  are :  ex¬ 
cluded  from  the  liberty  of  freemen.  And  out  of  fuch 
only,  I  mean  the  more  eminent  fort  of  fuch,  it  is  tiat 

our  magiftrates  are  chofen.  Both  which  points  we  fhould 
0  j  i  willingly 
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willingly  perfuade  our  people  to  change,  if  we  could  make 
it  appear  to  them,  that  fuch  a  change  might  be  made  ac¬ 
cording  to  God  ;  for,  to  give  you  a  true  account  of  the 
grounds  of  our  proceedings  herein,  it  feemeth  to  them, 
and  alfo  to  us,  to  be  a  divine  ordinance  (and  moral)  that 
none  fhould  be  appointed  and  chofen  by  the  people  of  God, 
magiftratesover  them,  but  men  fearingGod  (Ex.  xviii.  21.) 
chofen  out  of  their  brethren  (Deut.  xvii.  15.)  faints  ( 1  Cor. 
vi.  I'j  P  ca,  the  apohle  rnaketh  it  a  fhame  to  the  church, 
if  it  be  not  able  toaftord  wile  men  from  out  ofthemfelves, 
which  fliall  be  able  to  judge  all  civil  matters  between  their 
brethren  (ver.  5.)  And  Solomon  rnaketh  it  the  joy  of  a 
commonwealth,  when  the  righteous  are  in  authority,  and 

the  calamity  thereof,  when  the  wicked  bear  rule. 
Prov.  xxix.  2* 

Obj.  If  it  be  laid,  there  may  be  many  carnal  men 
whom  God  hath  inverted  with  fundry  eminent  gifts  of 
wildom,  courage,  juftice,  fit  for  government. 

Ans.  Such  rnay  be  fit  to  be  confulted  with  and  em¬ 
ployed  by  governors,  according  to  the  quality  and  ufe  ol 
their  gifts  and  parts,  but  yet  are  men  not  fit  to  be  trufted 
with  place  of  ftanding  power  or  fettled  authority.  Ahito- 
phel  s  wildom  may  be  fit  to  be  heard  (asan  oracle  of  God} 
but  not  fit  to  be  trufted  with  power  of  fettled  magiftracy, 
left  he  at  laft  call  for  1 2000  men  to  lead  them  forth  againfl 
David,  2  Sam.  xvii.  x,  2,  3.  The  beft  gifts  and  parts, 
under  a  covenant  of  works  (under  which  all  carnal  men 
and  hypocrites  be)  will  at  length  turn  afide  by  crooked 
ways,  to  depart  from  God,  and,  finally,  to  fight  againfl 
God,  and  are  therefore,  herein,  oppofed  to  good  men 
and  upright  in  heart,  Pfal.  exxv.  4,  5. 

Obj.  If  it  be  laid  again,  that  then  the  church  eftate 
could  not  be  compatible  with  any  commonwealth  under 
heaven. 

Ans.  It  is  one  thing  for  the  church  or  members  of  the 
church,  loyally  to  iubmit  unto  any  form  of  government, 
when  it  is  above  their  calling  to  reform  it,  another  thing  to 
chufe  a  form  of  government  and  governors  difcrepanc 
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from  the  rule.  Now,  if  it  be  a  divine  truth,  that  none  are 
ro  be  trufted  with  public  permanent  authority  but  godly 
men,  who  are  fit  materials  for  church  lellowfhip,  then 
from  the  fame  grounds  it  will  appear,  that  none  are  fo  fit 
to  be  trufted  with  the  liberties  of  the  commonwealth  as 
church  members.  For,  the  liberties  of  the  freemen  of 
this  commonwealth  are  fuch,  as  requirt  men  of  faithful 
integrity  to  Gpd  and  theftate,  to  preferve  the  fame.  Their 
liberties,  among  others,  are  chiefly  thefe.  i.  To  chufe 
all  magiftrates,^  and  to  call  them  to  account  at  their  general 
courts.  2.  To  chufe  fuch  burgeffes,  every  general  court, 
as  with  the  magiftrates  fhall  make  or  repeal  all  laws. 
Now  both  thefe  liberties  are  fuch,  as  carry  along  much 
power  with  them,  either  to  eftablifh  or  fubvert  the  com¬ 
monwealth,  and  therewith  the  church,  which  power,  it  it 
be  committed  to  men  not  according  to  their  godlinefs, 
which  maketh  them  fit  for  church  fellowlhip,  but 
according  to  their  wealth,  which,  as  fuch,  makes  them 
no  better  than  wordly  men,  then,  in  cafe  worldly  men 
fhould  prove  the  major  part,  as  foon  they  might  do,  they 
would  as  readily  fet  over  us  magiftrates  like  themfelves, 
fuch  as  might  hate  us  according  to  the  curfe,  Levit. 
xxvi.  17.  and  turn  the  edge  of  all  authority  and  laws 
againft  the  church  and  the  members  thereof,  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  whofe  peace  is  the  chief  end  which  God  aimed 
at  in  the  inftitution  of  Magiftracy.  1  Tim.  ii.  *  • 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Cotton  to  Lord 
Say  and  Seal  in  the  Year  1636. 

Right  honourable, 

WH  A  T  your  Lordfhip  writeth  of  Dr.  Twifle  his 
works  de  fcientid  media ,  and  of  the  fabbath,  it  did 
refrefh  me  to  reade,  that  his  labors  of  fuch  arguments  were 
like  to  come  to  light ;  and  it  would  refrefh  me  much  more 
to  fee  them  here  :  though  (tor  my  owne  particular)  till  I 
gett  fome  releafe  from  ionie  conftant  labors  here  (which 
the  church  is  defirous  to  procure)  I  can  get  litle,  or  noe 
oppertunity  to  reade  any  thing,  or  attend  to  any  thing,  but 
the  dayly  occurrences  which  prefie  in  upon  me  continually, 
much  beyond  my  ftrength  either  of  body  or  minde.  Your 
Lordfhips  advertifement  touching  the  cfviJI  ftate  of  this 
colony,  as  they  doe  breath  forth  your  Angular  wifdome, 
and  faithfulnefs,  and  tender  care  of  the  peace,  fo  wee  have 
noe  reafon  to  mifinterprite,  or  undervalue  your  Lordfhips 
eycher  diredtions,  or  intentions  therein.  I  know  noe  man 
under  heaven  (I  fpeake  in  Gods  feare  without  flattery) 
whofe  counfell  I  fhould  rather  depend  upon,  for  the  wife 
adminiftration  of  a  civil!  ftate  according  to  God,  than  upon 
your  Lordfhip,  and  fuch  confidence  have  I  (not  in  you) 
but  in  the  Lords  prefence  in  Chrift  with  you,  that  I  fhould 
never  feare  to  betruft  a  greater  commonwealth  than  this 
(as  much  as  in  us  lyeth)  under  fuch  a  perpetud  diffaturd 
as  your  Lordfhip  fhould  prefcribe.  For  I  nothing  doubt, 
but  that  eyther  your  Lordfhip  would  prefcribe  all  things 
according  to  the  rule,  or  be  willing  to  examine  againe, 
and  againe,  all  things  according  to  it.  I  am  very  apt  to 
believe,  what  Mr.  Perkins  hath,  in  one  of  his  prefatory 
pages  to  his  golden  chaine,  that  the  word,  and  fcriptures 
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of  God  doe  conteyne  a  fhort  upolupofis ,  or  platforme? 
not  onely  of  theology,  but  alfo  of  other  facred  fciences, 
(as  he  calleth  them)  attendants,  and  handmaids  thereunto, 
which  he  maketh  ethicks,  eoconomicks,  politicks,  church- 
government,  prophecy,  academy.  It  is  very  fuitable  to 
Gods  all-fufficient  wifdome,  and  to  the  fulnes  and  per¬ 
fection  of  Holy  Scriptures,  not  only  to  prefcribe  perfect 
rules  for  the  right  ordering  of  a  private  mans  foule  to  cver- 
lafting  bleffednes  with  himfelfe,  but  alfo  for  the  right  or¬ 
dering  of  a  mans  family,  yea,  of  the  commonwealth  too, 
fo  farre  as  both  of  them  are  fubordinate  to  fpiritual  ends, 
and  yet  avoide  both  the  churches  ufurpation  upon  civill 
jurifdidions,  in  ordine  ad  fpiritualia ,  and  the  common¬ 
wealths  invafion  upon  ecclefiafticall  adminiftrations,  in 
ordine  to  civill  peace,  and  conformity  to  the  civill  ftate. 
Gods  inftitutions  (luch  as  the  government  of  church  and 
of  commonwealth  be)  may  be  clofe  andcompaft,  and  co¬ 
ordinate  one  to  another,  and  yet  not  confounded.  God 
hath  fo  framed  the  ftate  of  church  government  and  ordi¬ 
nances, that  they  may  becompatibletoany  common-wealth, 
though  never  fo  much  difordered  in  his  frame.  But  yet 
when  a  commonwealth  hath  liberty  to  mould  his  owne 
frame  (fcriptur#  plenitudinem  cidoro )  Iconceyve  the  fcrip- 
ture  hath  given  full  direction  tor  the  right  ordering  of 
the  fame,  and  that,  in  fuch  fort  as  may  beft  maintevne  the 
euexia  of  the  church.  Mr.  Hooker  doth  often  quote  a 
faying  out  of  Mr.  Cartwright  (though  I  have  not  read  it 
in  him)  that  noe  man  fafUioneth  his  houfe  to  his  hangings, 
but  his  hangings  to  his  houfe.  It  is  better  that  the  com¬ 
monwealth  be  fafhioned  to  the  fetting  forth  of  Gods  houfe, 
which  is  his  church  :  than  to  accommodate  the  church 
frame  to  the  civill  ftate.  Democracy,  I  do  not  conceyvc 
that  ever  God  did  ordeyne  as  a  fitt  government  eyther  for 
church  or  commonwealth.  If  the  people  be  governors, 
who  fhall  be  governed?  As  for  monarchy,  and  arifto- 
cracy,  they  are  both  of  them  clearely  approoved,  and 
deeded  in  feripture,  yet  fo  as  referreth  the  loveraigntie 
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to  himfelfe,  and  fecteth  up  Theocracy  in  both,  as  the  bed 

forme  of  government  in  the  commonwealth,  as  well  as 
in  the  church. 

ihe  law,  which  your  Lordfhip  inftanceth  in  [that 
none  fhall  be  chofen  to  magiftracy  among  us  but  a  church 
member]  was  made  and  enacted  before  I  came  into  the 
country ;  but  I  have  hitherto  wanted  fufficient  light  to 
plead  againft  it.  iff.  The  rule  that  directeth  the  choice 
ot  iupreame  governors,  is  of  like  mqukie  and  weight  in  all 
inagilbaces,  that  one  of  their  brethren  (not  a  ftranger) 
fhould  be  fet  over  them,  Deut.  17.  15.  and  Jethroes 
counfell  to  Mofes  was  approved  of  God,  that  the  judges* 
and  officers  to  be  fet  over  the  people,  fhould  be  men 
fearing  God,  Exod.  18.  21 .  and  Solomon  makcth  it  the 
joy  of  a  commonwealth,  when  the  righteous  are  in  autho¬ 
rity,  and  their  mourning  when  the  wicked  rule,  Prov.  29. 
21.  Jab  34.  30.  Your  Lordfhip’s  feare,  that  this  will 
bring  in  papal  excommunication,  is  iuft,  and  pious :  but 
let  your  Lordfhip  be  pleafed  againe  toconfider  whether  the 
confequence  be  neceffary.  'Turpins  ejiciiur  quam  non 
admittitur :  non-memberfhip  may  be  a  juft  caufe  of  non- 
admifllon  to  the  place  of  magiftracy,  but  yet,  ejection  out 
ofhis  memberlhip  will  not  be  a  juft  caufe  of  ejecting  himout' 
of  his  magiftracy.  A  godly  woman,  being  to  make  choice 
of  an  hufb and,  may  juftly  refufe  a  man  that  is  eyther  caft 
out  of  church  fellowfhip,  or  is  not  yet  receyved  into  it, 
but  yet,  when  fhee  is  once  given  to  him,  fhee  may  not 
rejedt  him  then,  for  fu’ch  defedl.  Mr.  Elumfrey  was 
chofen  for  an  aftiftant  (as  I  heare)  before  the  colony  came 
over  hither  :  and,  though  he  be  not  as  yet  ioyned  into 
church  fellowiliip' (by  reaion  of  the  unfetlecines  of  the  con- 
g'regatioh  where  he  liveth)  yet  the  commonwealth  doe  ftill 
continue  his  magi  (I  racy  to  him,  as  knowing  he  waiteth 
for  dppert unity  of  enioying  church  fellowiliip  fhortly. 

When  your  Lord  fir  p  doubted,  that  this  corfe  will  draw 
all  things  under  the  determination  of  the  church,  in  or  dine 
ad  fpiriludlia  (feeing  the  church  is  to  determine  who  fhall 
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be  members,  and  none  but  a  member  may  have  to  doe 
in  the  government  of  a  commonwealth)  bepleafed  (I  pray 
you)  to  conceyve,  that  magift rates  are  neythcr  chofen  to 
office  in  the  church,  nor  doe  governe  by  direftions  from 
the  church,  but  by  civil!  lawes,  and  thofe  enafted  in  ge- 
nerall  corts,  and  executed  incorts  of  iuftice,  by  the  gover¬ 
nors  and  affiftants.  In  all  which,  the  church  (as  the  church) 
hath  nothing  to  doe  :  onely,  it  prepareth  fitt  inftruments 
both  to  rule,  and  to  choofe  rulers,  which  is  no  ambition 
in  the  church,  nor  difhonor  to  the  commonwealth,  the 
apoftle,  on  the  contrary,  thought  it  a  great  difhonor  and 
reproach  to  the  church  of  Chnft,  if  it  were  not  able  to 
yield  able  judges  to  heare  and  determine  all  caufes  amongft 
their  brethren,  i  Cor.  6.  i.  to  5.  which  place  alone  feem- 
eth  to  me  fully  to  decide  this  queftion  :  ior  it  plainely 
holdeth  forth  this  argument :  It  is  a  fhame  to  the  church 
to  want  able  ]udges  ot  civill  matters  (as  v.  5*)  and  .m  auda¬ 
cious  aft  in  any  church  member  voluntarily  to  go  for  judg¬ 
ment,  otherwhere  than  before  the  faints  (as  v.  1.)  then  it 
will  be  noe  arrogance  nor  folly  in  church  members,  nor 
prejudice  to  the  commonwealth,  if  voluntarily  they  never 
choofe  any  civill  judges,  but  from  amongft  the  faints,  fuch 
as  church  members  are  called  to  be.  But  the  former  is  cleare  : 
and  how  then  can  the  latter  be  avoyded.  If  this  therefore 
be  (as  your  Lord fhip  rightly  conceyveth  one  of  the  maine 
objections  if  not  the  onely  one)  which  hindereth  this  com¬ 
monwealth  from  the  entertainment  of  the  propofuions  ot 
thofe  worthy  gentlemen,  wee  intreale  them,  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord  Jeftis,  to  confider,  in  meeknes  of  wifdome, 
it  is  not  any  conceite  or  will  of  ours,  but  the  holy  counlell 
and  will  of  the  Lord  Jefus  (whom  they  feeke  to  ferve  as 
well  as  wee)  that  overruleth  us  in  this  cafe  :  and  we  truft 
will  overrule  them  alfo,  that  the  Lord  onely  may  be  exalted 
amongft  all  his  fervants.  What  pittie  and  griefe  were  it, 
that  the  obfervance  of  the  will  of  Chrift  lhould  hinder 
good  things  from  us  ! 

But  your  Lordfhip  doubteth,  that  if  fuch  a  rule  were 
necdlary,  then  the  church  eftate  and  the  bolt  ordered 
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commonwealth  in  the  world  were  not  compatible.  But  let 

S7  Ln0r;d(h,'P  fo  conceyve-  For,  the  church  fubmitteth 
'  e  to  a[*  ^ie  ^awes  and  ordinances  of  men,  in  whatcom- 
mon  wealth  foever  they  come  to  dwell.  But  it  is  one  thing, 
to  lubmit  unto  what  they  have  noe  calling  to  reforme : 
anotner  thing,  voluntarily  to  ordeyne  a  forme  of  govern¬ 
ment,  which  to  the  beft  dilcerning  of  many  of  us  (for  I 
ipf-ake  not  of  myfelfe)  is  exprefsly  contrary  to  rule.'  Nor 
neede  your  Lordllup  feare  (which  yet  I  fpeake  with  fub- 
mifLon  to  y  our  Lordlhips  better  judgment)  that  this  corfe 
will  lay  Juch  a  foundation,  as  nothing  but  a  mere  demo¬ 
cracy  can  be  built  upon  it.  Bodine  confefleth,  that  though 
jt  o  z  fiat  us  popular  is,  where  a  people  choofe  their  owne 
governors  ;  yet  the  government  is  not  a  democracy,  if  it 
be  atlmimftred,  not  by  the  people,  but  by  the  governors, 
whether  one  (for  then  it  is  a  monarchy,  though  eledhve) 
or  by  many,  for  then  (as  you  know)  it  is  apftocracy.  Ip 
which  refpedt  it  is,  that  church  government  is  iuftly  de¬ 
layed  (even  by  Mr.  Robinion)  to  be  democratical,  though 
tne  people  choofe  their  owne  officers  and  ru’ers.  ° 
Nor  neede  wee  feare,  that  this  courfe  will,  in  time,  call 
the  commonwealth  into  diftradtions,  and  popular  con- 
•fufions.  For  (under  corredtion)  thefe  three  things  doe  not 
undermine,  but  doe  mutually  and  ftrongly  mainteyneone 
another  (even  thofe  three  which  wee  principally  aime  at) 
authority  in  magiftrates,  liberty  in  people,  purity  in  the 
church.  Purity,  preferved  in  the  church,  will  preierve 
well  ordered  liberty  in  the  people,  and  both  of  them 
eftabli  h  well-ballanced  authority  in  the  magiftrates.  God 
is  the  author  of  all  thefe  three,  and  neyther  is  himfelfe  the 
God  of  confudon,  nor  are  his  wayes  the  wayes  of  con- 
fufion,  but  of  peace. 

What  our  brethren  (magiftrates  or  minifters,  or  leading 
freeholders)  will  anfwer  to  the  rett  of  the  propofitions,  I 
frail  better  underftand  before  the  gentlemans  returne  from 
Connedficutt,  who  brought  them  over.  Mean  while  two 
of  the  pricipall  of  them,  the  general!  core  hath  already 
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condefcended  unto.  i.  In  eftablilhing  a  {landing  councell, 
who,  during  their  lives,  fhould  aflift  the  governor  in  ma¬ 
naging  the  chiefeft  affayres  of  this  little  ftate.  They  have 
chofen,  for  the  prefent,  onely  two  (Mr.  Winthrope  and  Mr. 
Dudley)  not  willing  to  choofe  more,  till  they  fee  what  fur¬ 
ther  better  choyfe  the  Lord  will  fend  over  to  them,  that  fo 
they  may  keep  an  open  doore,  for  fuch  defireable  gentle¬ 
men  as  your  Lordfhip  mentioneth.  2.  They  have  graunted 
the  governor  and  afliftants  a  negative  voyce,  and  referved 
to  the  freemen  the  like  liberty  alfo.  Touching  other 
things,  I  hope  to  give  your  Lordfhip  further  account, 

when  the  gentleman  returneth. 

He  being  now  returned,  I  have  delivered  to  him  an 
anfwer  to  the  reft  of  your  demands*,  according  to  the 
mindes  of  fuch  leading  men  amongft  us,  as  I  thought 
meete  to  confult  withall,  concealing  your  name  from  any, 
except  2  or  3,  who  alike  doe  concurr  in  a  joynt  defire  of 
yeilding  to  any  fuch  propofitions,  as  your  Lordfhip  de- 
mandeth,  fo  farre  as  with  allowance  from  the  word  they 
may,  beyond  which  I  know  your  Lordfhip  would  not  re¬ 
quire  any  thing. 

Now  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  (the  prince  of  peace)  keepe 
and  blefs  your  Lordfhip,  anddifpofe  of  all  your  times  and 
talents  to  his  beft  advantage  :  and  let  the  covenant  of  his 
grace  and  peace  reft  upon  your  honourable  family  and 
pofterity  throughout  all  generations. 

Thus,  humbly  craving  pardon  for  my  boldneffe  and 
length,  I  take  leave  and  reft. 

Your  Honours  to  ferve  in  Chrift  Jefus, 

J.  C. 
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Copy  of  a  commifiion  for  regulating  Plantations. 

AnRLE^by,  thet  §-ce  of  G<  of  England,  Scotland, 
J  ame  and  Ireland,  king,  defender  of  the  faith,  &c. 

Tl Inehrirht  i]evere,lc|  father  in  God,  our  right  trufly  and 
we  bdovea  counleHour,  William,  by  the  providence  of 

r  \  V  '  lcilbini0P  of  Canterbury,  primate  and  metropoli- 
r‘"S'a,nd  5  to  our  right  trufiy  and  well  beloved 

ou  ie  r  r  >  ‘cniaS  ,Lord  Coventl7>  Lord  Keeper  of 
threat  feal  of  England  ;  to  Our  right  reverend  father 

^  .ourur,g.llt  tr.ofty  and  v;eH  beloved  counfel lour, 
iwnatd,  by  the  providence  of  God,  Archbifliop  of  York 
pnniaie  and  metiopolitanof  England;  to  our  right  trufcy 
■  and  we  l.beioved  coufin  and  counfellour,  Richard  Earle 

"f  M  '  ?  ^  "’’’I iUgh  treafurcr  of  England  5  Henry  Earle 
of  Manchefter,  keeper  of  our  privy  feal;  Thomas  Earle 
ot  Ar  undell  and  Surrey,  Earle  MarOiall  of  England  ; 
Edward  Earle  of  Dorfet,  chamberlaine  to  our  moft  dear 
contort  the  Queen  ;  and  to  our  trufty  and  well  beloved 
counleilour  Francis  Lord  Cottington,  chamberlaine  and 
under  treafurer  of  our  Exchequer  ;  Thomas  Edmunds, 
knt.  treafurer  of  our  houfhold,  John  Cook,  Knt.  one  of 
our  principal!  flcretariesofftate;  and  Francis  Windebank, 
another  of  ourprincipall  fecretaries  of  hate,  Greeting. 

HEREAS  divers  of  the  fubjedls  of  us  and  of  our 
1  ’  '  *ate  dear  father  King  James,  of  famous  memory, 
j.ne,  of  Erig.and,  King,  by  vertue  of  ourroyall  authority, 
granted  not  only  to  enlarge  the  territories  of  our  empire, 
but  more  especially  to  propagate  the  gofpel  of  our  Lord 
Jebis  Clink,  having,  with  their  exceeding  induftry  and 
charge,  deduced  great  numbers  of  the  people  of  England 
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Into  fevcral  colonies,  in  feverall  places  of  the  world,  either 
altogether  defert  and  unpeopled,  or  enjoyed  by  falvage 
and'barbarous  nations,  voyd  of  all  manner  of  knowledge 
of  Almighty  God,  wee,  being  gracioufly  pleafed  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  theeale  and  tranquility  of  the  laid  fubjeds,  and  re- 
pofeing  allured  confidence  in  your  fidelity,  wifdom,  juftice 
and  providence,  do  conftitute  you,  our  laid  archbilhop  of 
Canterbury,  &c.  or  any  rive  or  more  of  you,  our  councel- 
lours,  and  to  you,  or  to  any  five  or  more  of  you,  do  com¬ 
mit  and  give  power  of  protection  and  government,  as  well 
over  the  laid  Englifh  colonies  already  planted,  as  over  all 
fuch  other  colonies,  which  by  any  of  our  people  of  Eng¬ 
land,  hereafter,  fnall  be  deduced  into  any  other  like  parts 
whatfoever,  and  power  to  make  laws,  ordinances  and  con- 
flitutions,  concerning  either  the  ftate  public  of  the  laid  co¬ 
lonies,  or  utility  of  private  perfons  and  their  lands,  goods, 
debts  and  fucceffion  within  the  precinds  of  the  fame,  and 
for  ordering  and  direding  of  them,  in  their  demeanours  to¬ 
wards  forreigne  princes  and  their  people,  and  likewife  to¬ 
wards  us  and  our  fubjeds,  as  well  within  any  forreigne 
parts  whatfoever  beyond  the  feas,  as  during  their  voyages, 
or  upon  the  feas,  to  and  from  the  lame. 

And  for  relief  and  fupport  of  the  Clergy,  and  the  rule 
and  cure  of  the  foules  of  our  people  living  in  thole  parts, 
and  for  configning  of  convenient  maintenance  unto  them 
by  tythes,  oblations  and  other  profits  accrewing,  according 
to  your  good  difcretion,  with  the  advice  of  two  or  three 
of  our  bifhops,  whom  you  ihall  think  fitt  to  call  unto  your 
confultations,  touching  the  diftribution  of  fuch  mainte¬ 
nance  unto  the  clergy,  and  all  other  matters  ecclefiafticall, 
and  to  inflid  punifhment  on  all  offenders  or  violaters  of 
conftitutions  and  ordinances,  either  by  imprifonments  or 
other  reflraints,  or  by  lofs  of  life  or  members,  according  as 
the  quality  of  the  offence  fhall  require,  with  power  alfo 
(our  royall  alfent  being  firft  had  and  obtained)  to  remove 
all  governors  and  prefidents  of  the  faid  colonies  (upon  juft 

caufe  appearing)  from  their  feveral  places,  and  to  appoint 
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of^rh^  1°  thT.  ^ead>  and  jdfo  co  require  and  take  account 

you  lh all  find  d’f  0‘1ke  ™n  g0Vernment’  and  whom 
you  lha.l  nnd  delinquents,  you  Jliall  punifh,  either  bv  de¬ 
priving  t  iem  of  their  feverall  places  and  provinces ^over 
h.ch  they  are  appointed,  or  by  pecuniary  mulcts  and  pe- 
'  according  to  the  qualities  of  the  offences  •  and 
power  alio  to  ordain  temporal  judges  and  civil]  maeiftrates 
o  determine  of  civill  caules,  wklffuch  powers!  XlTl 
ioi  me,  as  to  you  or  any  five  or  more  of  you  (hall  feem  ex¬ 
pedient  ;  and  alio  to  ordain  judges,  mag, Urates  and  of- 
hceis  lor  and  concerning  courts  ecclefiafticall,  with  fuch 
power  and  f«ch  a  forme,  as  to  you  or  any  five  or  more  of 
you,  with  tne  advice  of  the  bn  hops  itiffragan.ro  the  arch, 
bi  hop  of  Canterbury  for  the  time  being,  fhall  be  held 
meet  ;  and  power  to  conftitute  and  ordaine  tribunals  and 
courts  of  juftice,  both  ecclefiafticall  and  civil],  with  fuch 
power  and  m  them  forme  of  judicature,  and  manner  of 
pi  otds  and  appeals  from  and  to  the  Paid  courts,  in  all  caies 
and  matters  as  well  criminal  as  civill,  both  perim  all,  real] 
and  mixt,  and  touching  the  determination  pertaining  to  any 
courts  ot  juftice,  ecclefiafticall  and  civil!,  'to  judge  thereof 
and  determine  ;  provided  neverthelefs,  the  faid  laws  or. 
dinances  and  conft.tutions  fhall  not  be  put  in  execution 
untill  our  royal!  aflfent,  exprefied  under  our  ficrne  at  leaft* 
be  firft  thereqntp  had  and  obtained,  the  which  our  royal! 
client  fo  obtained,  together  with  the  faid  laws,  ordinances 
and  constitutions,  bciqg  publiflied  and  proclaimed  in  the- 
provinces  in  which  they  are  to  be  executed,  the  faid  Jaws 
ordinances  and  conflitutions,  from  thenceforth,  fhall  be  in 
force  in  law  ;  and  we  do  hereby  will  and  command  all  per- 
ions  whom  it  fhall  concern,  inviolably  to  keep  and  obferve 
tne  fame.  Notwuhftanding,  it  may  and  fhall  be  lawful  for 
you,  and  every  five  and  more  of  you,  with  our  roval  ai« 
fent,  the  laid  laws,  ordinances  and  conflitutions,  (tho’  fa 
published  and  proclaimed  as  aforefaid)  to  alter,  revoke 
and  appeal,  and  other  new  laws,  &c.  in  forme  aforefaid, 
fiom  time  to  time,  to,  make  and  publifh  as  aforefaid,  and 

to 
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to  new  and  growing  evills  and  perills  to  apply  new  reme¬ 
dies,  in  fuch  manner,  and  fo  often  as  unto  you  (hall  appear 
to  be  neceffary  and  expedient. 

Know  yee  alio,  that  wee  do  conftitute  you  the  faid 
Archbiffiop  of  Canterbury,  &c.  and  every  five  or  more  of 
you,  our  committees,  according  to  your  good  difcretions, 
to  hear  and  determine  all  complaints,  at  the  entrance  and 
fuit  of  the  party  grieved,  whether  it  be  again  ft  the  whole 
colonies  themfeives  or  any  governor  or  officer  of  the 
fame,  or  whether  complaint  touching  wrongs  exhibited 
and  depending,  either  between  the  whole  bodies  of  the  co¬ 
lonies,  or  any  private  member  thereof,  and  to  fummon 
the  perfons  before  you,  and  they  or  their  procurators  or 
agents  being  on  both  (ides  heard,  finally  to  determine 
thereof,  according  to  juftice.  Giving  moreover  and  grant¬ 
ing  to  you  and  any  five  or  more  of  you,  that  if  it  fhall  ap¬ 
pear,  than  any  officer  or  governor  of  the  faid  colonies, 
fhall  injurioufly  intend  and  ufurp  upon  the  authority,  power 
and  poffeffions  of  any  other,  or  fhall  unjuftly  wrong  one 
another,  or  fhall  not  fupprefs  all  rebells  to  us,  or  fuch  as 
fhall  not  obey  our  commands,  that  then  it  fhall  be  lawful 
(upon  advice  with  ourfelf  firft  had)  for  the  caufes  afore- 
laid,  or  upon  any  other  juft  reafon,  to  remand  and  caufe 
the  offender  to  returne  into  England,  or  into  any  other 
place,  according  as  in  your  good  diferetions  you  fhail 
think  juft  and  neceffary. 

And  wee  do  furthermore  give  unto  you,  or  any  five  or 
more  of  you,  letters  patents  and  other  writeings  what- 
foever,  of  us  or  of  our  roy all  predeceffors  granted,  for  or 
concerning  the  planting  of  any  colonies,  in  any  countries, 
provinces,  iflands  or  territories  whatfoever,  beyond  the 
leas,  and  if,  upon  view  thereof,  the  fame  fhall  appear  to 
you,  or  any  five  or  more  of  you,  to  have  been  lurrepti- 
tioufly  and  unduly  obtained,  or  that  any  privileges  or  li¬ 
berties  therein  granted,  be  hurtful  to  us,  our  crown  or 
prerogative  royall,  or  to  any  foreign  princes,  to  caufe  the 
fame,  according  to  the  laws  and  cuttoms  of  our  realm 

of 
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of  England,  to  be  revoked,  and  to  do  all  other  thins? 
which  fhall  be  neceflary,  for  the  wholefome  government 

and  protebtion  of  the  laid  colonies  and  our  people  therein 
abideing.  ' 

Wherefore,  wee  command  you,  that  you  diligently 
intend  the  premifes,  at  fuch  times  and  places  as  yourlelves, 
for  that  purpofe  fhall  appoint,  charging  alfo  and  firmely 
commanding  all  prefidents  of  provinces  within  the  afore- 
faid  colonies,  now  planted  or  to  be  planted,  and  all  and 
every  the  faid  colonies  themlelves,  and  alf  other  perions 
whom  it  doth  concerne,  that  they  attend  you  in  the  pre¬ 
mifes,  and  be  obedient  to  your  commands  touching  the 
fame,  fo  often  as  they  fhall  be  thereunto  commanded,  at 
their  peril.  In  witness  whereof,  wee  caufed  t’nefe  our 
letters  to  be  made  patent.  Witnefs  ourfelf  at  Weftminfter, 
28  day  of  April,  in  the  tench  year  of  our  reion. 
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Copy  of  the  General  Courts  Addrefie,  the  6th  of 

September  1638. 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  Commiflioners  for 

foreigne  Plantations. 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Mafiachufets 
in  New-England,  of  the  Generali  Court  there  affembied* 
the  6th  day  of  September,  in  the  14th  yeare  of  the 
Reigne  of  our  Soveraigne  Lord  King  Charles. 

WHEREAS  it  hath  pleafed  your  Lordfhips,  by  or¬ 
der  of  the  4th  of  April  laft,  to  require  our  patent 
to  be  fent  unto  you,  wee  do  hereby  humbly  and  fincerely 
profeffe,  that  wee  are  ready  to  yield  all  due  obedience  to 
our  foueraigne  Lord  the  King’s  majefty,  and  to  your 
Lordfhips  under  him,  and  in  this  minde  wee  left  our  na¬ 
tive  countrie,  and  according  thereunto,  hath  been  our 
pradtice  ever  fince,  foas  wee  are  much  grieved,  that  your 
Lordfhips  fhould  call  in  our  patent,  there  being  no  caufe 
knowneto  us,  nor  any  delinquency  or  fault  of  ours  expreffed 
in  the  order  fent  to  us  for  that  purpofe,  our  government 
being  according  to  his  Majeflyes  grant,  and  wee  not 
anfwerable  for  any  defedts  in  other  plantations,  &c. 

This  is  that  which  his  Majefties  fubjedts  here  doe  be¬ 
lieve  and  profefle,  and  thereupon  wee  are  all  humble  fuitors 
to  your  Lordfhips,  that  you  will  be  pleafed  to  take  into 
further  confideration  our  condition,  and  to  affoord  us  the 
liberty  of  fubjedts,  that  we  may  know  what  is  layd  to  our 
charge  •,  and  have  leaive  and  time  co  anfwer  for  our -elves 
before  we  be  condemned  as  a  people  unworthy  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefties  favour  or  protediion;  as  for  the  quo  warranto  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  laid  order,  wee  doe  allure  your  Lpidfhij  5 
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wee  were  never  called  to  anfwer  to  it,  and  if  wee  had, 
wee  doubt  not  but  wee  have  a  fufficient  plea  to  put  in. 

It  is  not  unknowne  to  your  Lord  (hips,  that  we  came  in¬ 
to  thefe  remote  parts  with  his  Majefties  licence  and  en¬ 
couragement,  under  his  great  feale  of  England,  and  in  the 
confidence  wee  had  of  that  aflurance,  wee  have  tranfported 
our  families  and  eflates,  and  here  have  wee  built  and 
planted,  to  the  great  enlargement  and  fecuring  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefties  dominions  in  thefe  parts,  fo  as  if  our  patent  fhould 
now  betaken  from  us,  we  fhallbe  looked  on  as  runnigadoes 
and  outlawed,  and  fhall  be  enforced,  either  to  remove  to 
lome  other  place,  or  to  returne  into  our  native  country 
againe  -9  either  of. which  will  put  us  to  unfupportable  ex¬ 
tremities,  and  thefe  evils  (among  others)  will  neceffarily 
follow,  (i.)  Many  thoufand  fouls  will  be  expofed  to 
ruine,  being  layd  open  to  the  injuries  of  all  men.  (2.)  If 
wee  be  forced  to  defert  this  place,  the  reft  of  the  plantations 
(being  too  weake  to  fubfift  alone)  will,  for  the  moft  part, 
diffolve  and  goe  with  us,  and  then  will  this  whole  country 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  French  or  Dutch,  who  would 
fpeedily  imbrace  fuch  an  oppertunity.  (3*)  If  we  fhould 
loofe  all  our  labour  and  cofts,  and  be  deprived  of  thofe 
liberties  which  his  Majefty  hath  granted  us,  and  nothing 
layd  to  our  charge,  nor  any  fay  ling  to  be  found  in  us  in 
point  of  allegiance  (which  all  our  countrymen  doe  take 
notice  of  and  will  juftify  our  faithfulnefs  in  this  behalfe) 
it  will  difcourage  all  men  heereafter  from  the  like  under-* 
takings  upon  confidence  of  his  Majeftyes  royal  grant. 
Laftly,  if  our  patent  be  taken  from  us  (whereby  wee  fup- 
pofe  wee  may  clayme  intereft  in  his  Majeftyes  favour 
and  protection)  the  common  people  here  will  confeive 
that  his  Majefty  hath  caft  them  off,  and  that,  fieereby, 
they  are  freed  from  their  allegiance  and  fubjecftion,  and, 
thereupon,  will  be  ready  to  confederate  themfelves  under 
a  new  government,  for  their  neceffary  fafety  and  fubfift- 
ance,  which  will  be  of  dangerous  example  to  other  plan¬ 
tations,  and  perillous  to  ourfelves  of  incurring  his  Ma¬ 
jeftyes  difpleaiure,  which  wee  would  by  all  means  avoyd. 

Upon 


Upon  thefe  confideranons  wee  are  bold  to  renew  oar 
humble  fupplications  to  your  Lord  (hips,  that  wee  may  be 
differed  to  live  here  in  this  wildernds,  and  that  this  poore 
plantation,  which  hath  found  more  favour  from  God  than 
many  others,  may  not  finde  lcfle  favour  from  yourLord- 
fhips  •,  that  our  liberties  fhould  be  reftreyned,  when  others 
are  enlarged,  diat  the  doore  fhould  be  kept  fhutt  unto  us, 
while  it  (lands  open  to  all  other  plantations,  that  men  of 
ability  fhould  be  debarred  from  us,  while  they  give  incou- 
ragement  to  ether  colonies. 

Wee  dare  not  quellinn  your  Lordfhips  proceedings  ; 
we  only  defire  to  open  our  griefes  where  the  remedy  is  to 
be  expected  :  If  in  any  thing  we  have  offended  his  Ma- 
jefty  and  your  Lord  (hips,  wee  humbly  prnflrate  ourfelves 
at  the  footftool  of  fupreame  authority ;  let  us  be  made  the 
objedt  of  his  Majeftyes  clemency,  and  not  cut  off, -in  our 
fiiit  appeal,  from  all  hope  of  favour.  Thus,  with  our 
earned  prayers  to  the  King  of  Kings  for  long  life  and 
profpereety  to  his  facred  fViajedy  ami  his  roy  all  family, 
and  for  all  honour  and  welfare  to  your  Lordfhips,  wee 
humbly  take*  leave. 

This  is  a  true  copie  compared  with  the  original  on  file, 
as  attefted. 

Edward  Rawsonj  Secretary. 
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TJic  Thefes  of  tlic  firft  Ciafs  of  Graduates  at 
Harvard  College,  in  1642*. 

Spechitiffimis  Pietate,  et  Ulufbrifilmis  Eximia  Virtute  Viris, 
D.  lohanni  Winthropo ,  inclyt^e  Maffachufetti  Colonic  * 
Gubernatori,  D.  Johanni  Endicotto ,  Vice- 
Gubernatori,  D.  Thom.  Budko ,  D.  Rick 
Bdiinghamo,  D.  Iohan,  Humphry  do , 

D.  IfraeL  St  ought  ono . 

Nec  non  Reverendis  pientiffimifque  viris  loanni  Cottono , 
Wtlfonoy  loan.  Davenport ,  Weldo^  Hugoni 

Petros  Tho.  Shepardo ,  Collegi]  Harvardenjis , 
nov.  Cantahr.  infpedtoribus  fideliffimis, 
casterifque  Magiftratibus,  &  Ecclefia- 
rum  ejufdem  Colonic  Prefbyteris 
vigilantiffimis. 

Has  Thefes  Phdologicas,  &  Philofophicas,  quas,  Deo  duce., 
Prasfiae  Henrico  Dunfiero ,  palam  pro  virili  propugnare 
conabuntur  (honoris  &obfervantiaegrantia)  dicant 
confecrantque  in  artibus  liberalibus 
initiati  Adolefcentes. 

Benjamin  14  oodbrigius  j  Henri  cus  Sal  ton/?  all  J  Nathaniel  Bnijlerus 

Georgius  Do'Vjningus  J  lohanne s  Bulkleius  j  Samuel  Bellinghamus 
Guata/ius  Hubbardus  J  loannes  el  iijonus  j  ~T ooias  Bevnardus. 

"Thefes 


*  From  the  year  1642  to  the  year  1764,  inclufive,  2i24perfons 
Lave  received  degrees  at  Harvard  College,  about  40  of  which  were 
honorary  degrees,  the  remainder  were  conferred  upon  fuch  as  had 
been  admitted  Undents  there.  In  July  laft,  1091  of  the  perfons 
graduated  remained  alive,  the  eldeft  of  whom  received  his  degree 
of  bachelor  of  Arts  in  1698.  The  lalary  of  the  Prefident,  from 
the  firft  foundation,  has  been,  annually,  granted  by  the  government 
of  the  colony  and  province,  befides  annual  grants  which  have  been 
made,  for  many  years  pall,  to  the  feveral  profeffors  and  inftru&ors, 
where  the  foundations  have  been  infufheient.  The  charge 

of 
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Thefes  ‘ Thilolopicas . 

/  /  C_y 

GRAMMATICAL 

INGUARUM  Scientia  eft  utiliffima. 

Liters  non  exprimunt  quantum  vocis  organa  efferunt; 

3.  Hasbrsa  eft  Linguarum  Mater. 

4.  Confonantes  &  vccales  Hsbreorum  funt  costanes. 

r  Pun£lationes  chatephats  iylLbarn  propiie  not  efficiunt. 

6.  Linguarum  Grsca  eft  copiofiffima. 

7.  Lingua  Grsca  eft  ad  accentus  pronuncianda, 

8.  Lingua  Latina  eft  eloquentiffima. 

of  the  feveral  buildings  alfo,  except  the  fil'd:  houfe  built  p  tin  cl- 
paliy  by  the  lepacy  of  Mr.  Harvard,  Stoughton- Hall,  by  lien- 
tenant  governor  Stoughton,  and  the  Chapel  by  Mrs.  Holden,  has 
always  "been  borq  by  the  government.  the  library,  confuting  of 
five  or  fix  thoufand  volumes,  many  of  tnem  by  the  m o ! ^  cele¬ 
brated  authors,  grew  out  of  donations  from  charita  de  Denetaaors, 
unlefs  any  fmall  purchafes  have  been  made  out  of  t.ie  college 
ftock.  This  valuable  library,  together  with  the  apparatus,  and  the 
whole  of  the  college,  in  which  they  were  placed,  were  con, timed 
by  fire,  in  January  1764,  Very  generous  presents  have  been 
fince  made,  towards  the  library,  but.  as  yet,  far  Ino.t  of  pic¬ 
turing  one,  equal  to  the  former.  Of  the  many  benefactors  o 
the  college,  the  family  of  Hollis  Hands  the  fir  ft  upon  .he  lilt. 
Mr.  Thomas  Hollis  of  London,  who  died,  in  1731,  tounued  two 
profeflbrfliips,  one  of  divinity  and  the  other  of  mathemstic.es  an 
natural  philofophy.  He  gave  an  apparatus  for  experimental  phi- 
lofophy,  and  made  great  and  frequent  additions  to  the  library. 

'  Several  ocher  branches  of  the  family  have  gnen  bountifuny  to 
the  college,  paiticularly  the  prefent  Mr.  Hollis  o.  Cray  s  Inn, 
who  befides  his  donations  to  the  former  horary,  has  given  ;aigJ/ 
towards  the  new  library  now  colling.  The  general  court,  having 
raufed  a  new  college  to  be  built  in  the  year  1763,  which  soft 
between  four  and  five  thoufand  pounds  Hurling,  it  has  taken 

name  of  Hollis- Mall,  in  grateful  remembrance  of  t.m  b^nHae^ns 

of  this  worthy  family.  1  foppole  the  donation  01  *  noma > 

cock  Efat  late  of  Bolton  decealed,  wno  gave  one  thonfa  .d  poun 

fterling  towards  founding  a  profefforlhip  for  the  on,  ntal 
u  the  next  in  value.  H.s  executor  and  refiduary  legatee,  vi..  j  » 

Hancock,  being  informed  of  his  teftator’s  in^ntl0n  gjneroufly 
five  hundred  pounds  fterling  more,  towards  the  library,  g- 

gave  the  fame  fum  for  the  fame  purpole. 
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rhetoricas. 


RHETORIC  A  fpecie  diitert  a  Logica, 

In  Elocurione  perfpicuitati  cedit  ornatus,  ornatui copia. 
3*  Aotio  primas  tenet  in  pronunciatione. 

4.  Oratoris  eft  celare  Artem. 


3- 

4- 

5* 

6. 

7* 


logicas, 

JNI  VERS  ALIA  non  funt  extra  intelleftum. 
Omnia  Argumenta  non  funt  relata. 

Cuifa  Jhto  qua  ntn  eft  j  eculiaris  caufa  a  quatuor 
reliquis  generalibus. 

Caufa  et  effeftus  funt  fimul  tempore. 

Diftentanea  lunt  seque  nota. 

Contrarietas  eft  tantutn  inter  duo. 

Sub’ato  relato  tollitur  correlatum. 


8.  Genus  perfect  urn  requaliter  communicator  fpeciebus. 

9.  Teftimonium  valet  quantum  teftis. 

10.  Eienchorum  docli ma  in  Logica  non  eft  neceffana. 

11.  Axioma  contingens  eft,  quod  ita  verum  eft,  ut  ali- 
quando  falfum  efte  poffit. 

1  2.  Prascepta  Artium  debent  efte  kata  pantos ,  hath'  auto 5 
kath ’  clou  proton . 


T hefes  Phi  ofophieas. 

ETHICA  S. 

)  HILOSOPHIA  praftica  eft  eruditionis  meta. 

Aftio  virtu tis  habitum  antecellit. 

Voluntas  eft  virtutis  moralis  fubjedtum. 

Voluntas  eft  formaliter  libera. 

Prudentia  vircutum  difficillirna. 

6.  Prudentia  eft  virtus  inreliedlualis  &  moralis 

7.  Juftitia  mater  omnium  virturi  m. 

8.  Mors  potiuslnbeundaquam  aliquid  culpteperpetrandum. 

9.  Non  injufte  agic  run  qtn  libens  agif. 

10.  Mentiri  poteft  qui  verum  dicit. 

11.  Juveni  modeftia  lummum  ornamentum. 

7  PHYSICAS. 


3 

4- 
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CORPUS  naturale  mobile  eft  fubje&um  Phyfic^. 

Materia  fecunda  non  poteft  exiftere  fine  forma. 

3.  Forma  eft  accidens. 

4.  Unius  rei  non  eft  nifi  unica  Forma  conftitutiva. 

5.  Forma  eft  principium  individuationis. 

6.  Privatio  non  eft  principium  internum.  * 

7.  Ex  meris  accidentibus  non  fit  fuhftantia. 

8.  Quicquid  movetur  ab  alio  movetur. 

9.  In  omni  motu  movens  fimul  eft  cum  mobili. 

10.  Caelum  non  movetur  ab  inteliigentijs. 

ii.  Non  dantur  orbes  in  coelo. 

12.  Quodlibet  Elementum  habet  unam  ex  primis  qualita- 
tibus  fibi  maxime  propriam. 

13.  Putredo  in  humido  fit  a  calore  externo. 

14.  Anima  non  fit  ex  traduce. 

15.  Vehemens  fenfibile  deftruit  fenfum. 


METAPHISICAS. 


OMNE  ens  eft  bonum. 

Omne  creatum  eft  concretum. 

3.  Quicquid  aeternum  idem  &  immenfum. 

4.  Bonum  Metaphyficum  non  fufcipit  gradus. 
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X  t 

Copy  of  the  determination  of  arbitrators  for  fettling 

£hl,  ime  between  New-Haven  and  the  Dutch 
in  1650.  ,  1 

ARTICLES  of  agreement  made  and  concluded  at  Hart. 
fotJ,  upon  Connecticut,  Sept,  19,  1650,  betwixt  the 
delegates  of  the  honored  commifftoners  of  the  united 
Lngliflic  colonies,  and  tne  delegates  of  Peter  Stuyvefant, 
governor  general!  of  Newe-Netherlands. 

Concerning  the  bounds  and  lymits  betwixt  the  Englifhe 
united  Collonies  and  the  Dutch  province  of  New- 
Netherlands,  wee  agree  and  determine  as  folio weth. 

» 


1.  Hp  H  A  1  upon  Long-Ifland,  a  Line,  run  from  the 
<  JL  weftermoft  part  of  Gyfter-bay,  and  fo  in  a 
freight  and  direct  line  to  the  lea,  fhall  be  the  bounds  be- 
tweene  the  Englime  and  Dutch  there  ,  theeafterly  part  to 
belonge  to  the  Englifh,  the  weftermoft  part  to  the  Dutch. 

2.  I  he  bounds,  upon  the  maine,  to  begin  upon  the 
weft  fide  of  Greenwich  bay,  being  about  four  mile's  from 
Stamford,  and  fo  to  run  a  vvefterly  line  20  miles  up  into 
the  country,  and  after,  as  it  fhall  be  agreed  by  the  two 
governments  of  the  Dutch  and  Newe-Haven,  provided 
the  f^id  line  rung  not  within  tenn  miles  of  Hudfon’s  river. 
And  it  is  agreed,  that  the  Dutch  fhall  not,  at  any  tyme 
hereafter,  build  any  houfe  or  habitation  within  fix  miles  of 
tiie  laid  line,  the  inhabitants  of  Greenwich  to  remain  (till 
further  confideration  thereof  be  had)  under  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Dutch, 


o 


That  the  Dutch  ftial!  hould  and  enioy  all  the  lands 
in  Hartford ,^that  they  are  actually  in  poffeffion  off,  knowne 
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>r  fett  out  by  certaine  merkes  and  bounties,  and  all  the 
emainder  of  the  faid  lands,  on  both  Tides  of  Connedticut 
■iver,  to  be  and  remaine  to  the  Englhh  there. 


And  it  is  agreed,  that  the  aforefaid  bounds  and  lyrnyts, 
ioth  upon  the  illand  and  maine,  (ball  be  obferved  and 
iept  inviolable,  both  by  the  Englifae  of  the  united 
:oHonies  and  all  the  Dutch  nation,  without  any  encroach¬ 
ment  or  moleftation,  until  a  full  determination  be  agree  ! 
ipon  in  Europe,  by  mutual  confent  of  the  two  Hates  of 


England  and  Holland. 


And  in  teftimony  of  our  joint  confent  to  the  feveral 
foregoing  contritions,  wee  have  hereunto  fett  Out  hands 
this  19th  day  of  7ber,  1650.  ■ 


Symon  Bradftreete 
Tho:  Prence 


Tho:  Willet 
Theo:  Baxter. 
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C  ?py  of  a  petition  to  the  Parliament  in  16 ji. 

* 

Wt^lf  h  /•■  f*  u  f  |  j  1  t~  ^  ^  common- 

weaJtn  of  England,  thefupreme  authoritie,  Greeting. 

Thz  humble  petition  of  the  general  court  of  the 
Maffachufetts-Bay  in  New- England. 


ft, 


E  corning  to  our  handes,  not  long  fince,  a 
printed  proclamation,  prohibiting  Trade  with  Vir- 
ginea,  Barbados,  Bermuda  and  Antego,  of  which 
.  wcrwfe  obfervant  (though  to  the  great  Ioffe  and 
prejudice  of  the  whole  colonie)  about  the  end  thereof  we 
touna,  that  the  parliament  had  given  power  to  the  counfaile 
tate  t0  P!ace  governors  and  commiffioners  (without 
exception)  in  all  the  colonies  of  the  Englifh  in  America 
wherein  we  finding  ourfelves  comprehended  as  wrapped 
yp  *n  Ojie  hunuie  with  all  the  other  colonies  ;  our  cafe  be- 
3.  g  cnffeunt  horn  ai!  other  Engiifh  colonies  in  America 
ior  ought  we. know  or  have  heard  :  Alfo  fince  receiving 
information  by  Mr.  Window  our  agent,  that  it  is  the  par- 
1  iamcnts  piealure  that  we  fhould  take  a  new  parent  from 
them,  and  keep  our  courts,  and  iffue  our  warrants  in  their 
names,  which  we  have  not  ufed  either  in  the  late  Kinges 
fune  or  fince,  not  being  ablg  to  dii'cerne  the  need  of  fuch 
a  1  injunction  :  1  ne’e  tiunges  make  us  doubt  and  fear 

what  is  intended  towards  us.  Let  it  therefore  pleas  you, 
most  honourable,  we  humbly  entreat,  to  take  notice* 
he-t-by,  what  were  our  orders,  upon  what  conditions  and 
with  what  authority  we  came  hither,  and  what  we  have 
done  lince  our  coming.  We  were  the  firfl:  moovers  and 
undertakers  os  foe  great  an  attempt,  being  men  able  enough 
to  live  ir»  England  with  our  neighbour-,  and  being  helpful! 
to  others,  and  not  needing  the  help  of  any  for  outward 

thinges. 


\ 


APPENDIX. 


5N 


ice.  feeing 


t 

thinges,  about  three  or  four  and  twenty  years  fine.. 
juft  caufe  to  feare  the  perfection  of  the  then  bifhops  and 
high  commiffion,  for  not  conforming  to  the  ceremonies 
then  prefled  upon  the  confciences  of  thofe  under  their 
power,  we  thought  it  our  fafeft  courfe  to  get  to  this  nut- 
ftde  of  the  world,  out  of  their  view  and  beyond  their 
reach.  Yet  before  we  refolved  upon  foe  great  an  under¬ 
taking,  wherein  fliould  be  hazarded  not  only  all  oureftates. 
but  alfoe  the  lives  of  ourfeives  and  our  pcfterity,  both  in 
the  voyage  at  fea  (wherewith  we  were  unacquainted)  and 
in  coming  into  a  wildernefs  uninhabited  (unlefs  in  iome 
few  places  by  heathen  barbarous  Indians)  we  thought,  it 
neceffary  to  procure  a  patent  from  the  late  King,  who  then 
ruled  all,  to  warrant  our  removal!  and  prevent  future  in- 
conveniencies,  and  foe  did.  By  which  patent,  liberty  and 
power  was  granted  toils  to  live  under  the  government  of 
a  governour,  magiftrates  of  our  owne  chufing,  and  under 
laws  of  our  owne  making  (not  being  repugnant  to  the 
lawes  of  England)  according  to  which  patent  we  have  go¬ 
verned  ourfeives  above  this  twenty-three  years,  we  coming 
hither  at  our  proper  charges,  without  the  help  of  the  date, 
an  acknowledgment  of  the  freedoms  of  our  goods  from 
cuftom,  and  having  expended,  firft  and  laft,  in  our  trani- 
portation,  building,  fcncinge,  warre  with  the  Indians, 
fortifying,  fubduing  the  earth  in  making  it  ftt  for  culture, 
divers  hundereth  of  thoufand  poundes  ■,  and  have  now  made 
the  place  foe  habitable  that  we  are  enabled  to  live  in  a 
mean  and  low  condition,  and  a! foe  to  furnifii  other  places 
with  come,  beife,  pork,  maftes,  clapboord,  pipe  leaves, 
fifh,  beaver,  otter,  and  other  commodities,  anci  hoped^that 
our  pofterity  fjiould  reape  the  fruit  of  ourlabows,  and  en¬ 
joy  the  liberties  and  privileges  we  had  obteineoioi  them, 
and  for  which  we  have  payd  ice  dear  and  mn  foe  great 
hazards.  And  for  our  carriage  and  demeanour  to  the  ho¬ 
nourable  parliament,  for  thefe  ten  years,  fince  the  nrft  be¬ 
ginning  of  your  differences  with  me  km-  A^in§ 
warre  That  after  enfuied,  we  have  conftantly  ac, neared  to 
y  ou,  not  withdrawing  ourfeives  in  your  weakeil  tcnuiuoa 
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end  doubtfulleft  times,  but  by  our  falling  and  prayers  for 
you  r  good  fuccefle,  and  ourthankfgiving  after  the  fame  was 
attained,  in  dayes  of  folemnity  let  apart  for  that  purpofe, 
as  alfoe  by  our  fending  overufeful  men  (others  alfoe  goin^ 
voluntarily  from  us  to  help  you)  who  have  been  ofomod 
ule  and  done  good  acceptable  lervices  to  the  army,  de¬ 
claring  to  the  world  heerby,  that  fuch  was  the  duty  and 
love  we  beare  unto  the  parliament,  that  we  were  ready 
to  rife  and  fall  with  them  •,  for  which  we  have  fuffered  the 
hatred  and  threats  of  other  Englifli  colonies,  now  in  re¬ 
bellion  againft  you,  as  alfoe  the  Ioffe  of  divers  of  our 
ffippes  and  goods,  taken  by  the  King’s  party  that  is  dead, 
by  others  commiffioned  by  the  King  of  Scotts,  and  by  the 
Portugalls.  All  which  if  you  fhall  pleas  juftly  and  favour¬ 
ably  to  confider,  we  cannot  but  hope,  but  that,  as  you  have 
iormerly  conferred  many  favours  upon  us,  foe  it  fhall  goe 
noe  worfe  with  us,  than  it  did  under  the  late  King ;  and 
that  the  frame  of  our  government  fhall  not  be  changed, 
and  enilead  of  governour  and  magiftrates  yearly  by  our- 
ftlves  chofen,  have  other  impoled  upon  us  againft  our 
wills ;  wherein  if  our  hopes  fhould  deceaveus  (which  God 
forbid)  we  fhall  have  caufe  to  lay  we  have  fallen  into  hard 
times,  and  lit  downe  and  fjgh  out  our  too  late  repentance 
for  our  coming  hither,  and  patiently  bear  what  fhall  be 
impoled  upon  us  ;  our  adverlity  in  fuch  a  cafe  being  the 
greater,  bccaufe  feme  of  us  are  too  old,  and  all  our  eftates 
growne  too  weake  (except  a  very  few)  to  feek  out  a  new 
corner  of  the  w'orld  to  inhabit  in.  But,  as  we  faid  before, 
we  hope  that  this  moft  honourable  parliament  will  not  call 
fuch  as  have  adbeared  to  you  and  depended  upon  you, 
as  we  have  done,  into  foe  deep  defpaire,  from  the  fear  of 
which  we  humbly  defire  to  be  ipeedily  freed  by  a  juft  and 
gracious  ans  wer ;  which  will  frefhly  bind  us  to  pray  and 
ule  all  lawful!  endeavours  for  the  blefting  of  God  upon 
you  and  the  prefent  government. 

We  will  conclude,  moft  honourable,  our  humble  peti¬ 
tion  with  the  heartie  acknowledgments  of  thegoodnes  of 
God  towards  us,  who  hath  put  into  your  hearts  gracioully 

to 
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to  conferre  upon  us  fo  many  undeferved  favours  and  great 
privileges,  from  tyme  to  tyme,  in  helping  on  the  great 
work  of  God  here  amongft  us,  in  taking  off  the  cuftomes 
from  us,  in  enlarging  your  fund  of  bountie  towards  us 
for  the  propagating  of  the  gofpel  amongft  the  natives 
with  us,  which  work  God  profpereth  beyond  expectation 
in  fo  few  years  -,  in  doing  us  that  juftice  in  flopping  all  ap¬ 
peals  from  hence  to  you,  in  fending  over  many  fervants 
to  us,  in  vouchfafeing  to  have  a  tender  care  over  us  upon 
all  occafions  •,  for  thefe,  and  for  all  other  manifold  encou¬ 
ragements  receaved  from  the  moft  honourable  court  of 
parliament,  as  we  are  bound  to  praife  and  magnify  the 
name  of  our  good  God,  fo  we  acknowledge  it  our  bounden 
dutie,  not  only  to  be  heartilie  thankfull  to  the  moft  ho¬ 
nourable  court,  but  ever  to  pray,  that  the  Lord  (if  it  be  his 
good  pleafure)  will  io  eftablifh  you  the  iupreame  autnoi  itie 
of  that  commonwealth,  that,  all  your  enemies  being  iub- 
dued,  you  may  rule  in  peace  and  proiperitie,  to  his  glone 
and  your  owne  comfort  here  on  earth,  and  everlaiting  le 
raigne  with  him  in  glone  hereafter,  which  are  the  earned: 

defires  and  fervent  prayers  of 

Moft  honourable. 

Your  humble  fervants, 

I.  e: 

T.  D. 

Ed.  R. 

In  the  name  and  of  the  court. 
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Copy  of  a  Letter  <  to 
*651,  from  the 

Maifacbufets. 


liver  Cromwell  in 
General  Court  of  the 


o 


the  right  honorable  his  Excellence  the 

General  Cromweel. 

»  / 

R’ght  HonbIe* 


Lord 


T  ^  acknowledge  ourfelves  in  all  dutie  bound,  not 
I  only  to  take  due  notice  of  that  tender  care  and 
u  defervccl  refpect  your  excellence  hath,  upon  all  occa* 
lion%  voiu  hfafed  unto  the  poor  deipifed  colonie  of  the 
Mafia.  hufets  in  New- England,  but  alfo  to  acknowledge 
ourld ves  ever  obliged  to  terve  you,  and  to  improve  that 
in  cere  ft  which,  through  grace,  we  have  obtained  in  Jehovah, 
the  orod  of  armies,  toprofperyou  and  yourgreatand  godly 
unGerta.Jngs  to  his  glorie  and  your  everlafting  comfort. 

•  Your  readmes,  right  honorable,  to  doe  us  good,  hath 
oica fioncfi  thele  lines  to  be  prefented  to  your  excellence, 
to  the  end  that  no  pnuat  information  may  occafion  your 
honor  (contrarie  to  your  aymes  and  ends)  to  preiudice  this 
coioni^,  Ly  inviting  over  many  of  the  inhabitants  thereof 
to  be  tranfplanted  into  Ireland  ;  wherein,  although  we 
verihe  beleeve  that  your  honor  aymes  at  the  glorie  of  God 
fnu  welfare  at  this  people,  yet  (with  fauor)  we  conceave 
it  will  tend  to  the  contrarie,  for  thefe  reafons  following. 

Imrst,  We  did  profefie,  we  came  into  thefe  remote 
partes  of  the  earth  to  enioy  the  liberties  ofthegofpel  in 
ineir  puritie,  which,  hitherto,  we  have  (through  the  grace 
k hrift)  had,  witnout  reftraint,  thefe  23  years  and  above, 
that  there  is  no  folid  ground  foranydefecl  therein,  that 
vee  iuaow,  that  fhoulcl  occafion  a  remoue. 
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Iecondlie,  God  hath  bit  fled  the  countrey  with  plentie 
of  food  of  all  kindes,  gencrallie  through  the  land,  info- 
much  that  there  are  many  thoufands  of  bufhels  of  o-raine 
and  other  provifions,  of  beef,  pork,  &c.  yearly  transported 
to  other  places.  And  where  there  be  any  poore  people 
through  age,  orweaknes,  or  Ioffes  by  fire  or  other  hand  of 
God  upon  them  or  their  eftates,  the  churches  or  towns,  or 
both,  doe  contribute  to  their  wants.  So  that  povertie  can¬ 
not,  truely,  be  alleaged  to  be  a  ground  of  remouall. 

Thirdlie,  We  know  not  a  more  healthie  place  in  the 
whole  world,  for  the  general,  than  this  land.  Therefore, 
there  can  be  no  ground  o i  remouing  for  want  of  health. 

Fourthlie,  We  know  not  any  countrey  more  peace¬ 
able  and  free  from  warre,  for  the  prefect,  through  the 
mercy  of  Gcd.  What  our  unthankfullnefs  may  bring 
upon  us,  the  juft  God.  onlie  knowes  ^  but  we  defire  the 
Lord  fo  to  guide  us,  that  we  may  not  provoke  the  eyes 
of  his  jelofie  againft  us.  Soe  that  we  may  conceave  there 
is  no  juft  ground  of  remouall  in  that  refpect. 

Fifthlie,  God  is  pleafed  hitherunto  to  maintayne 
unto  us  all  his  ordinances  both  in  church  and  common- 
wealth,  whereby,  fpreading  errors  in  judgement  arc  iup- 
preffed,  and  prophanenes  and  wickednes  in  practice  punifh- 
ed  according  to  rule  and  the  belt  light  God  is  pleaied  to 
vouchfafe  unto  us.  So  that  we  cannot  lee  ground  or  re- 

moueall  for  any  defect  in  thefe  particulars. 

Sjxthlie,  God  hath  made  this  colonie  to  be.  inftru- 
mentall  in  the  converfion  of  feme  oi  the  natiues  amengft 
us,  and  many  more  are  hopefull  to  fubmitt  to  the  golple 
and  beleeve  in  Chrift  Jefus.  And  that  woike  is  brougnt 
to  this  perfection  alreadie,  that  Come  of  the  Indians  tnem- 

felves  can  pray  and  prophefie,  in  a  comiormbic  m-.i,.  -,  >o 

the  reft,  with  great  gravitie,  reverence  and  zea.e,  ano  can 
write  and  read  Englilh  and  Indian  comfortably.  And 
many  (cores  of  them  allemble  togethn  upon  Jiai  .ec.u^^ 
w.  ««4I  affefted  to  the  gofple.  bo  that  ..theu^h 

ent  to  hinder 

con- 


days,  and  are  well  arretted  to  thegoip  ^ 
this  may  not  feeme  to  be  an  argument  lufficie: 
fome  from  removing,  yet  it  might  be  a  ju* 
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confideration  for  many  to  turne  their  backs  upon  fo  hope- 
full  and  glorious  a  worke. 

Lastlie,  The  great  noife  and  general  report  of  fo 
many  invited,  and  intending  to  tranfplant  themfelves  into 
Ireland,  hath  occasioned  fome  difcouragement  and  weaken¬ 
ing  to  the  whole  bodie  of  the  colonie,  and  neceffarilie  brings 
an  ill  report  upon  the  land,  as  if  defective  in  that  which 
make  lor  a  people’s  comfortable  fubfiftance,  which  cannot 
be  but  difhonourable  to  our  good  God,  who  hath  done 
fo  much  for  us  as  he  hath  done,  and  confequentlie  not 
comfortable  to  fuch  amongft  us  as  have  occafioned  it. 

Yet,  notwithstanding  (right  honourable )  it  is  not  our 
purpofe,  in  laying  down  theie  reafons  before  your  excel¬ 
lence,  to  hinder  any  families  or  perfons  to  remoue  to  any 
partes  of  the  world  where  God  calleth  them.  And  there 
is  a  law,  long  fince  eftablifhed  amongft  us,  that  granteth 
fuch  a  libertie.  But  our  intent  onlie  is  to  let  your  excel¬ 
lence  underftand  the  ftate  and  condition  of  this  people, 
that  God  may  have  his  due  praifes,  and  that  your  honor 
may  not  be  wronged  (by  particular  information)  of  the  ftate 
of  this  colonie;  that,  accordingly,  your  excellence  may  aft 
as  you  fhall,  for  the  future,  in  your  wifdome,  fee  meete. 

Furthermore,  we  humbly  petition  your  excellence 
to,  be  pleafed  to  fhew  us  what  fauor  God  fhall  be  pleaied 
to  direft  you  unto  on  our  behalfe,  to  the  mod  honorable 
parliament,  unto  whom  we  have  now  prefented  a  petition. 
The  copy  of  it,  verbatim,  we  are  bold  to  fend  herewith, 
that,  if  God  fo  pleafe,  we  may  not  be  hindered  in  our 
comfortable  proceedings  in  the  worke  of  God  heere  in  this 
wildernes.  Wherein,  as  for  other  fauors,  we  fhall  be 
bound  to  pray,  that  the  Captain  of  the  ho  aft  of  1  Lraell  may 
be  with  you  and  your  whole  army,  in  all  your  great  enter- 
prifes,  to  the  glorie  of  God,  the  lubduing  of  his  and  your 
enemies,  and  your  everfafting  peace  and  comfort  in  Jefus 
Chrift,  In  whom  we  are,  Right  Honble> 

Your  moft  obliged  lervants, 

J.  E, 
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NUMBER  x. 

Copy  of  an  Addrefs  to  Oliver  Cromwell, 

in  1654. 

May  it  pleafe  your  Highnefs, 

T  hath  beene  no  fmal  comfort  to  us  poor  exiles,  in 
thefe  utmoft  ends  of  the  earth  (who  fometimes  felt 
and  often  feared  the  frownes  of  the  mighty)  to  have  had 
the  experience  of  the  good  hand  of  God,  in  raifinge  up 
fuch,  whofe  endeavours  have  not  beene  wantinge  to  our 
welfare  :  amongft  whom,  we  have  good  caufe  to  give  your 
highnefs  the  firft  place  :  who  by  a  continued  feries  of  fa¬ 
vours  have  obliged  us,  not  only  while  you  moved  in  a 
lower  orbe,  but  fince  the  Lord  hath  called  your  highnefs 
to  fupreame  authority,  whereat  we  rejoice  and  dial  pray 
for  the  continuance  of  your  happy  government,  that  under 
your  fhadow  not  only  ourfelves,  but  all  the  churches  may 
find  reft  and  peace.  The  a  durance  of  your  highnefs’s 
endeavours  for  that  end  wee  have  lately  received  by  Major 
Sedgwick  and  Capt.  Leveritt,  for,  notwithftanding  the 
urgent  and  important  occafions  wherewith  your  highnefs 
is  prefled,  yet  your  goodnefs  hath  compelled  you  to  be 
mindful  of  us,  and  to  give  fuch  royal  demonftration  of 
your  grace  and  favour,  far  beyond  what  we  dared,  to  ex¬ 
pert  ordefire,  upon  intelligence  of  our  condition  prdented 
to  your  highnefs  by  fome  private  friends,  whofe  well  mean- 
inge  to  us,  muftexcufe  their  miftake;  which  hath  made  us 
confident,  that  our  attendance  to  your  pleafure,  in  fur- 
nifhinge  the  faid  gentlemen  with  voluntiers,  for  your 
highnefs’s  fervice  againft  the  Dutch  at  the  Manhatas,  will 
be  acceptable  :  with  whom  alfo,  in  complyance  with  our 
nation,  ever  fince  wee  heard  of  the  warr,  we  have  de¬ 
barred  ourfelves  of  all  commerce  ;  and  have  beene  exer- 

cifed  with  ferious  and  confcientious  thoughts  of  our  duty 

in 
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in  this  juncture  of  affaires  ;  therefult  whereof  was  in  May 
1653,  That  it  was  moft  agreeable  to  the  gofpel  of  peace 
which  we  profefs,  and  fafeft  for  thefe  colonyes,  at  this  fea- 
fon,  to  forbeare  the  ufe  of  the  fword  *,  and  though  fome 
of  the  other  colonyes  feemed  to  be  of  another  mind,  yet 
there  wanted  the  concurrence  of  fuch  a  number  of  the 
commiffioners  to  a£t  accordingly,  without  whofe  confent 
foregoinge  (by  the  articles  of  our  confederation)  no  warr 
may  be  undertaken.  Wee  have  nothing  to  add,  to  what 
was  then  under  confideration,  to  put  us  upon  that  under¬ 
taking,  in  reference  to  our  own  interelf,  which  we  ought 
to  underftand  and  fhould  attend,  equally  w ith  our  friends 
not  more  concerned  than  ourfeives ;  wherein  if  wee 
fhould  be  rniftaken,  wee  hope  wee  fhall  not  be  loofers  with 
God  or  good  men,  by  our  tendernefs  in  a  cafe  of  fuch 
importance,  and  fufpendinge  our  ablings,  till  wee  fee  cleare 
and  fatisfyinge  grounds  of  our  undertakings,  fo  highly 
tendinge  to  the  violation  of  our  peace,  the  aimed  oneiy 
bleffinge  remaining  to  us,  of  all  our  outward  comforts  ; 
the  Ioffe  whereof,  with  the  neceffary  confequents,  would 
add  fuch  weight  to  our  other  fufferings  as  might  over- 
whelme  us  in  forrow,  and  in  that  refpebt,  render  us  of  all 
men  moft  miferable  ;  which  wee  are  aflfured  is  fo  far  from 
your  gracious  intentions,  that  wee  have  no  doubt,  but  the 
liberty  wee  have  taken,  of  the  waies  propofed  by  your 
highnefs,  to  take  that  which  is  in  our  underftandinge,  the 
moft  confident  with  our  peace  and  welfare  ;  will  be  moft 
acceptable  to  your  highnefs,  and  indeed  wee  cannot  but 
acknowledge  it  a  gracious  providence  of  God,  and  a  high 
favour  and  gentlenefs  in  your  highnefs  towards  us,  that 
when' the  object  of  your  defire  was  our  good,  the  meanes 
to  attaine  that  end  fhould  no  way  prefs  us  :  for,  with  all 
readinefs,  wee  haue  contented  the  laid  gentlemen  may 
raife  500  voluntiers,  armed  and  lurnifhed  for  your  fervice, 
within  our  jurifdibtion,  which  is  a  large  proportion  out  of 
our  fmall  numbers,  especially  at  this  feafon  of  the  year, 
wherein  the  preffinge  occafions  of  harveft  doe  call  for  all 

our  hands  to  attend  that  fervice,  lead  the  following  winter 

punifh 
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punilh  us  for  our  negled :  Yet  have  wee  willingly  run 
this  hazzard,  that  wee  might,  in  fome  meafure,  manifeft 
our  devotion  to  your  fervice,  in  what  wee  may.  Sir,  be 
pleafed  to  beleeve  us,  that  our  harts  and  our  affedions  to 
your  highnefs  are  fincere,  and  that  wee  lhould  account  it 
our  unhappinefs,  and  ranke  ic  amongft  our  greateft  fuffer- 
ings,  to  incurr  your  highnefs’s  difpleafure,  though  wee 
fhould  never  feele  the  elfeds  thereof.  If,  therefore,  our 
underftandings  have  in  any  thing  miflead  us,  wemoft  hum¬ 
bly  crave  your  pardon,  and  that  your  highnefs  be  pleafed 
to  retaine  us  in  your  good  opinion  and  favour,  and  wee 
fhall  ever  pray  the  Lord,  your  protedor  in  all  your  dangers, 
that  hath  crowned  you  with  honor  after  your  long  fervice, 
to  lengthen  your  daies,  that  you  may  long  continue  Lord 
Protedor  of  the  3  nations,  and  of  the  churches  of  Chrift 
Jefus.  In  whom  we  are. 

Sir, 

Your  Highnefs’s 

24th  Auguft,  devoted  fervants, 

1654. 

The  General  Court  of  the  MafTatufets. 
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NUMBER  XI. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  government  of  the  Co¬ 
lony  of  Rhode-Ifland,  concerning  the  Quakers. 

Much  honoured  Gentlemen, 

PLEASE  you  to  underftand,  that  there  hath  come  to 
our  view  a  letter  fubfcribed  by  the  honour’d  gentle¬ 
men  commiflioners  of  the  united  coloneys,  the  contents 
whereof  are  a  requeft  concerning  certayne  people  caled 
quakers,  come  among  us  lately,  &c. 

Our  defires  are,  in  all  things  pofilble,  to  purfue  after 
an  keepe  fayre  and  loving  corefpondence  and  entercourfe 
wit  all  the  colloneys,  and  with  all  our  countreymen  in 
evv-England  ;  and  to  that  purpofewe  have  endeavoured 
(and  (hall  ftill  endeavour)  to  anfwere  the  defires  and  re- 
quefts  frpm  all  parts  of  the  countrey,  coming  unto  us,  in 
ail  juft  and  equail  returnes,  to  which  end  the  coloney  have 
made  ieafonable  provifion  to  preferve  a  juft  and  equal  en- 
tercoui  fe  between  the  coloneys  and  us,  by  giving  juftice  to 

it  among  us,  and  by  returning  fuch  as 
maxe  elcapes  from  you,  or  from  the  other  coloneys,  being 
fuch  as  fly  from  the  hands  of  juftice,  for  matters  of  crime 
done  or  committed  amongft  you,  &c.  And  as  concerning 
tjefe  quakers  (fo  caled)  which  are  now  among  us,  we  have 
no  law  among  us  whereby  to  punifh  any  for  only  declaring 
by  words,  &c.  their  mindes  and  underftandings  con¬ 
cerning  the  things  and  ways  of  God,  as  to  falvation  and  an 
eternal  condition.  And  we,  moreover,  finde,  that  in  thofe 
peaces  wheje  thefe  people  aforefaid,  in  this  coloney',  are 
in  oft  of  all  fuffeied  to  declare  themfelves  freely,  and  are 
Oiily  opofed  by  a< gu ments  in  difcourle,  there  they  leaf!; 
of  all  defire  to  come,  and  we  are  informed  that  they  be¬ 
gin  to  loatii  tii is  place,  for  that  they  are  not  oppofed  by 
t^e  ci V; II  authority,  but  with  all  patience  and  meeknes  are 
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fuffered  to  fay  over  their  pretended  revelations  and  admo¬ 
nitions,  nor  are  they  like  or  able  to  gain  many  here  to 
their  way  ;  and  Purely  we  find  that  they  delight  to  be  per- 
fecuted  by  civill  powers,  and  when  they  are  foe,  they  are 
like  to  gaine  more  adherents  by  the  confeyte  of  their  pa¬ 
tient  fufferings,  than  by  confent  to  their  pernicious  Payings, 
And  yet  we  conceive,  that  their  dodtrines  tend  to  very 
abfolute  cutting  downe  and  overturning  relations  and  civill 
government  among  men,  if  generally  received.  But  as  to 
the  dammage  that  may  in  likelyhood  accrue  to  the  neigh¬ 
bour  colloneys  by  their  being  here  entertained,  we  con¬ 
ceive  it  will  not  prove  lo  dangerous  (as  elfe  it  might)  in 
regard  of  the  courfe  taken  by  you  to  fend  them  away  out 
of  the  countrey,  as  they  come  among  you.  But,  however, 
at  prefent,  we  judge  it  recjuifitt  (and  doe  intend)  to  com¬ 
mend  the  confideration  of  their  extravagant  outgoings 
unto  the  generall  affembly  of  our  coioney  in  March  next, 
where  we  hope  there  will  be  luch  order  taken,  as  may,  in 
all  honeft  and  contientious  manner,  prevent  the  bad  effects 
of  their  do&rines  and  endeavours  ;  and  foe,  in  allcourtious 
and  loving  refpefts,  and  with  defire  of  all  honeft  and  fayre 
commerce  with  you,  and  the  reft  of  our  honoured  and  be¬ 
loved  countreymen,  we  reft 


Yours  in  all  loving  refpe&s  to  ferve  you. 


From  Providence,  at  the 
court  of  trials,  held  for 
the  coioney, Oift.  13th, 

1657. 


Benedict  Arnold,  Pref. 
William  Baulfton, 
Randall  Howldon, 
Arthur  Fenner, 
William  Feild. 


To  the  much  honoured,  the  Generali  Court,  fitting  at 
Bofton,  for  the  Collor.ey  of  Maffachuffuts. 

f 
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.  NUMBER  XII. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  R.  Cromwell,  Protestor, 
&c.  to  the  Goverilor  and  Magiftrates  of  the 
Maflachufets  Colony  in  New-England. 

Loveing  Friends, 

E  being  given  to  underftand,  that  Henry  Sewall 
of  Rowley  in  Mefley-Tufick  bay  in  New-Eng¬ 
land,  dyed  about  foure  years  fince,  pofleffed  of  an  eftate 
of  lands  and  goods  in  the  colony  aforefaid,  and  that  the 
faid  eftate  did  and  ought  to  defcend  and  come  to  his  only 
fonn  Henry  Sewall,  minifter  of  North  Baddefly,  in  our 
county  of  Southampton  in  England,  who  now  purpofeing 
to  make  a  voyage  into  New-England,  there  perfonally 
to  make  his  claytne  to  the  faid  eftate,  hath  defired  our 
Jycence  for  his  abfence,  as  alfo  our  letters  recommendatory 
unto  you,  that  when  (by  this  helpe  of  God)  he  fhall  be 
arrived  in  New-England,  he  may  have  fpeedy  juftice  and 
right  done  him  concerning  the  faid  eftate,  that  foe  he  may 
the  fooner  returne  to  his  minifteriall  charge  at  North- 
Baddefly.  And  he  being  perfonally  knowne  to  us  to  be 
laborious  and  induftrious  in  the  work  of  the  miniftry,  and 
very  exemplary  for  his  holy  life  and  good  conversation, 
we  doe  earneftly  defire,  that  when  he  fhall  make  his  ad- 
dreftes  to  you,  he  may  receive  all  lawful  favour  and 
furtherance  from  you,  for  the  fpeedy  difpatch  of  his  bufi- 
nefs  according  to  juftice  and  equity,  that  foe  he  may  the 
more  expeditioufly  returne  to  his  faid  charge,  where 
(through  the  blefiing  of  God)  his  labours  in  the  gofpell 
may  be  further  ufefuil  and  profitable  ;  which  we  fhall  ef- 
teeme  as  a  particular  refpedt  done  to  us,  and  fhall  be  ready 
to  acknowledge  and  returne  the  fame  upon  any  occafion 
wherein  we  may  procure  or  further  your  good  and  wel¬ 
fare,  which  we  heartily  wiih  and  pray  for,  and  reft 

Whitehall,  the  23d  Your  very  louing  friend, 

of  March,  1658.  Richard  P. 
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NUMBER  XIII. 

The  Court’s  Declaration  of  their  Rights  by 

Charter,  in  1661. 

At  the  Seffions  of  the  Generali  Court,  held  at  Bofton 
the  loth  of  June,  1661.  The  Anfwer  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  unto  the  Matters  propofed  to  their  Confideration 

by  the  honourable  Generali  Court. 

-•  >  ,  _  ,  '  / 

i  ft,  Concerning  our  Liberties : 

i.TTTE  conceive  the  patent  (tinder  God)  to  be  the 
YV  firft  and  mayne  foundation  of  our  civil  polity 
here,  by  a  governour  and  company,  according  as  is  therein 
expreft. 

2.  The  governor  and  company  are,  by  the  patent,  a 
body  politique  in  fad:  and  name. 

3.  This  body  politique  is  vefted  with  power  to  make- 
freemen,  8cc. 

4.  Thefe  freemen  have  power  to  choofe  annually  a 
governor,  deputy  governor,  aftiftants,  and  their  felect 
reprefentatives  or  deputies. 

5.  This  government  hath  alfo  power  to  fett  up  all  forts 
of  officers,  as  well  fuperiour  as  inferiour,  and  point  out 
their  power  and  places. 

6.  The  governor,  deputy  governor,  aftiftants,  and  fele£fc 
reprefentatives  or  deputies,  have  full  power  and  authoiitie, 
both  lcgiflative  and  executive,  for  the  government  of  all 
the  people  here,  whether  inhabitants  or  ftrangers,  both 
concerning  ecclefiaftical  and  civil,  without  appeals,  except¬ 
ing  law  or  lawes  repugnant  to  the  lawes  of  England. 
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7.  This  government  is  priviledged,  bvall  fitting  means, 
(yea  if  neede  be)  by  force  of  armes,  to  defend  themfelves 
both  by  land  and  fea,  againft  all  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as 
fhall,  at  any  time,  attempt  or  enterprife  the  deftrudtion,  in- 
vafon,  detriment,  or  annoyance  of  the  plantation,  or  the 
inhabitants  therein,  befides  other  privileges,  mentioned  in 
the  patent,  not  here  expreffed,  &c. 

8.  We  conceive  any  impofirion  prejudicial!  to  the  coun¬ 
try,  contrary  to  anyyuft  law  of  ours  (not  repugnant  to  the 
lawesof  England)  to  be  an  infringement  of  our  right. 

2d,  Concerning  our  dutyes  of  allegiance  to  our 
foueraigne  lord  the  King. 

x.  We  ought  to  uphold,  and  to  our  power  mainteyne 
this  place,  as  of  right  belonging  to  our  foueraigne  lord  the 
King,  as  holden  of  his  Majeftyes  manor  of  Eaft  Green¬ 
wich,  and  not  to  fubject  the  fame  to  any  foreigne  prince 
or  potentate  whatfover. 

2.  We  ought  to  endeavour  the  prefervation  of  his 
Majeftyes  royali  perfon,  realmes  and  dominions,  and,  fo 
farr  as  lyeth  in  us,  to  difcover  and  prevent  all  plotts  and 
confpiracies  againft  the  fame,  &c. 

3.  We  ought  to  feeke  the  peace  and  profperitie  of  our 
King  and  nation,  by  a  faithfull  difcharge  in  the  govern¬ 
ing  of  this  people  committed  to  our  care,  &c. 

Firft.  By  punifhing  all  fuch  crimes  (being  breaches  of 
the  firft  and  fecond  table)  as  are  committed  againft  the 
peace  of  our  foueraigne  lord  the  King,  his  royali  crowne 
and  dignity. 

Second,  In  propagating  the  gofpell,  defending  and  up¬ 
holding  the  trqe  chriftian  or  proteftant  religion,  according 
to  the  faith  given  by  our  Lord  Chrift  in  his  word  :  Our 
dread  foueraigne  being  ftyled  defender  of  the  faith,  &c. 
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The  premififes  confidered,  it  may  well  ftand  with  the 
loyalty  and  obedience  of  fuch  fubjeds,  as  are  thus  privi- 
ledged  by  their  rightfull  foueraigne  (for  himfelf,  his  heirs 
and  fucceffors  for  ever)  as  caufe  lhall  require,  to  pleade 
with  their  prince  againft  all  fuch  as  lhall  at  any  time  en¬ 
deavour  the  violation  of  their  privileges. 

We  further  judge,  that  the  warrant  and  letter  from  the 
King’s  Majefty  for  the  apprehending  of  Colonell  Whalley 
and  Colonell  Goffe,  ought  to  be  diligently  and  faithfully 
executed  by  the  authority  of  this  court. 

And  alfo  that  the  generall  court  may  doe  fafely  to  de¬ 
clare,  that  in  cafe,  for  the  future,  any  legally  obnoxious  and 
flying  from  the  civil  juftice  of  the  ftate  of  England,  lhall 
come  over  to  thefe  parts,  they  may  not  here  exped 
flicker. 

By  the  order  and  confent  of  the  committee. 

,  '  .  •  «  / 

Bofton,  Thomas  Danforth. 

io  4  mo.  1661. 

The  court  allowes  and  approves  of  the  report  of  the 

committee. 

This  is  a  true  copie  taken  out  of  the  courts  booke  of 
records,  as  attefts 

Edw.  Rawson,  S^cr. 

i 
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Copy  of  a  letter  to  William  Goffe,  one  of 
tne  Regicides,  from  his  Wife,  in  1662. 

My  deareft  Hart, 

I  Have  been  excedingly  refrefht  with  your  choyce  and 
precious  letter  of  the  29th  May,  1662.  Thofe  ferip. 
tures  you  mention,  through  mercy,  with  many  others, 
are  a  great  iupport  and  comfort  to  me  in  this  day  of  my 
great  affliction.  Through  grace  I  doe  experience  the 
Toros  prefence  in  fupporting  and  providing  for  mee  and 
mine,  in  this  evilf  day.  The  prefervation  of  yourfelfe  and 
my  deare  father,  next  to  the  light  of  his  own  countenance, 
is  the  choyccft  mercy  that  I  enjoy.  For,  to  heare  of  your 
well  fa  re  gives,  as  it  were,  a  new  life  to  me.  Ah  !  what  am 
,  poore  worrrse,  that  the  great  God  of  heaven  and  earth 

fuch  rherceys  to  mee  and  mine,  as  I  at  this 
cay  enjoy.  Many  others  have  loft  their  deare  youke- 
feliowes,  and  out  of  all  hopes  to  fee  them  in  this  life  ;  but 
that  is  not  my  condition,  as  yet,  bleffed  be  his  holy  name, 
ror  he  hath  made  mee  hope  in  his  word.  10  Zech.  9.  And 
I  will Jow  them  among  the  people,  and  they  Jhall  remember 
vie m  fair  com  treys,  and  they  jhall  live  with  their  children 
end  tu  ne  againe . —  Ptrfccution  begins  to  be  high  heere, 
the  bifhops  courts  are  up  as  high  as  ever.  But, "wee  have 
the  pi  o  miles  of  a  faithfull  God  to  live  upon,  and  he  hath 
faid,  Vo  you  it  is  given  not  only  to  beleeve,  but  to  fuffer. 
Ue  nath  alfoe  promiled  to  lay  noe  more  upon  his  poore 
people  than  he  will  give  ftrength  to  beare.  Oh  my  hart ! 

1  doe,  with  my  whole  foule,  blefie  the  Lord  for  his  un- 
fpeakeable  goodnes  to  you  and  your  deare  friend,  in  that 
iu.  hath  been  pleaied  to  anpeare  foe  eminently  for  your 
prefervation.  He  brings  to  the  grave,  and  raifes  up  againe. 
Oh  that  the  experience  that  wee  have  dayly  of  his  good¬ 
nes  may  make  us  truft  him  for  the  future.  Wee  have 
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feene  that  word  in  the  5th  of  Job,  in  fome  meafure,  made 
good  to  you.  Reade  the  12th  verfe from  the  nth  to 
the  end  of  the  chapter,  there  is  much  comfort  to  thofe 
in  our  condition  ;  as  alioe  in  91  Pfal.  O  my  deare,  let  us 
henceforth  make  the  Lord  our  refuge  and  our  truft,  and 
then  he  fhall  cover  thee  with  his  feathers,  and  be  afanflu- 
ary  to  thee,  wherefoever  he  fhall  cart  thee.  I  mention 
thefe  fcriptures  becaufe  I  have  found  comfort  in  them,  and 
I  hope  thou  wouldeft  doe  foe  too.  I  fhall  now  give  you 
an  account  of  your  family,  as  farre  as  I  dare.  Through 
mercy,  I  and  your  little  ones  are  in  reafonable  health,  only 
Betty  and  Nan  are  weakely,  and  I  feare  will  be  lame  a 
little,  the  others  are  very  lufty.  I  am  yet  with  my  aunt, 
but  how  foon  (he  may  be  forft  to  give  up  houfekeeping 
I  know  not  (for  fhe  is  warned  in  to  the  bifhops  court)  and 
wee  fhall  be  difperft ;  but  I  hope  the  Lord  will  provide  for 
us,  as  he  hath  done  hitherto.— Oh  my  deare,  letc  our 
truft  be  in  the  Lord  alone.  I  do  hartily  wifh  myfelfe  with 
thee,  but  that  I  feare  it  may  bee  a  meanes  to  difcover  thee, 
as  it  was  to — —and  therefore  l  fhall  lorbeare  attempt¬ 
ing  any  fuch  thing  for  the  prefcnt,  hoping  that  the  Lord 
will,  in  his  owne  time,  returne  thee  to  us  againe;  for  he 
hath  the  harts  of  all  in  his  hands,  and  can  change  them 
in  a  moment.  I  rejoyce.to  heere,  that  you  are  fo  willing 
to  be  at  the  Lords  difpofall  *,  indeed,  we  are  not  our  owne, 
for  wee  are  bought  with  a  price,  with  the  precious  biood 
of  the  Lord  Jefus :  And,  therefore,  let  us  comfort  our- 
felves  with  this,  though  we  fhould  never  meete  in  this 
world  againe,  yet  I  hope,  through  grace,  wee  fhall  meete 
in  heaven,  and  foe  ever  be  with  the  Lord,  ana  itwu  not 
be  in  the  power  of  men  to  part  us.  My  dear,  I  enow 
you  are  confident  of  my  affedlion,  yet  give  me  leave  to  te 
thee,  thou  art  as  deare  to  me  as  a  hufband  can  e  to  a 
wife,  and,  if  I  knew  any  thing  that  I  could  doe  to  make 
you  happy,  I  fhould  doe  it,  if  the  Lord  wou  perrmtt, 
though  to  the  Ioffe  of  my  life.  As  for  newes,  ia 
forbeare  writeing  of  any,  for  I  know  not  muc  *  an  Jov* 
may  heare  it  from  better  hands.  IV  y  un.v.e 
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is  plea  led  to  fuite  my  minde  to  my  condition,  and  to  cove 
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you  this  feafon  or  noe,  which  makes  me  the  longer  now 
tor  I  (hall  not  fend  but  by  thofe  I  judge  to  be  faithful],  and 
I  being  in  the  country,  I  may  not  heare  of  every  opportu 

o  nn  fn  rvi  1  U  •#>  •  A  C  1  »  i  *  £  £ 


heare  of  thy  welifare,  yet  1  earneftiy  beg  of  thee  not  to 
'end  too  often,  for  feare  of  the  worft  ;  for  they  are  very 
vignant  here  to  find  out  perfons.  But  this  is  my  comfort 


It  is  not  in  the  power  of  men  to  ad  their  owne  will  And 
now,  my  dear,  with  i  ooo  tears,  I  take  my  leave  of  thee 
and  recommend  thee  to  the  great  keeper  of  Ifraell,  who 
neither  (lumbers  nor  fleepes,  who,  I  hope,  will  keepe  thee, 
and  my  deare  friend  with  thee,  from  all  your  enemies, 
both  ipintuaJ  and  temporall,  and  in  his  owne  time  return 
you  with  iafety  to  your  family.  Which  is  the  dayly  prayer 
of  thy  affectionate  and  obedient  wife,  till  death 


F. 


Many  freinds  here  defire  to  be  remembered  to  you.  It 
will  not  be  convenient  to  name  them.  I  am  fure  you 
have  a  Hock  of  prayers  going  for  you  here,  which  you 
and  I  reape  the  benefitt  of.  My  humble  duty  prefented 


Fredrick,  and  the  reft  of  thy  deare  babes  that  can  fpeake, 

prefent  their  humble  duty  to  thee,  tajke  much  of  thee 
and  long  to  fee  thee. 

My  humble  duty  to  my  dear  father,  and  tell  him  I  pray 
for  him  with  my  whole  hart ;  but  I  am  foe  bad  a  fcribe 
1  dare  not  write  to  him.  Fray  be  private  and  carefujl 


who  you  truft. 
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Copy  of  a  Commiffion  from  King  Charles  the 
Second,  to  Col.  Nichols  and  others,  in  1664. 

Charles  the  2d,  by  the  Grace  of  God  King  of  England, 
Scotland,  France,  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c. 

To  all  whom  thele  prefents  fball  come,  Greeting. 
HEREAS  we  have  received  feveral  addrefles  from 
our  fubjefts  of  feveral  colonies  in  N.E.  all  full  of 
duty  and  affedtion,  and  expreffions  of  loyalty  and  allegiance 
to  us,  with  their  humble  defires  that  we  would  renew  their 
feveral  charters,  and  receive  them  into  our  favourable 
opinion  and  protection  ;  and  feveral  of  our  colonies  there, 
and  other  our  loving  fubjeds,  have  likewite  complained  of 
differences  and  difputes  arilen  upon  the  limits  and  bounds 
of  their  feveral  charters  and  jurifdidtions,  whereby  un- 
neGhbourly  and  unbrotherly  contentions  have  and  may 
ariie,  to  the  damage  and  diferedit  of  the  Englifh  inteieft  . 
And  that  all  our  good  iubjedts  refiding  there,  and  being 
planters  within  the  feveral  colonies,  do  not  enjoy  the  hoer- 
ties  and  privileges  granted  to  them,  by  our  feveral  char¬ 
ters,  upon  confidence  and  affurance  ot  which  they  trani- 
ported  themfelves  and  their  eftatesinto  thole  paits.  n 
we  having  received  feme  addreffes  from  the  great  men  and 
natives  of  thofe  countries,  in  which  they  complain  0 
breach  of  faith,  and  ads  of  violence  and  injuftice,  which 
they  have  been  forced  to  undergoe  from  our  fubjeds, 
whereby  not  only  our  government  is  traduced,  but  the  re¬ 
putation  and  credit  of  chriftian  religion  brought  into  pre¬ 
judice  and  reproach,  with  the  gentiles  and  inhabitants  of 

thofe  countries  who  know  not  God,  the  >ed^‘° 
whom  to  the  true  knowledge  and  feare  of  God  is  the n  ft 
worthy  and  glorious  end  of  ail  thofe  plantations  Upon 
Iwbfch  motives,  and  as  an  evidence  and  mam  eftation  o 
our  fatherly  affedion  towards  all  our  fubfeds  m  tl  ole 

feveral  colonies  of  New-England  Uia  1  May<r,rhiif#.r= 
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Mf“huS«.  Connecticut,  New-Plimouth,  Road-Ifland 

that  trad  nfT6  $laPUtioa>  a"d  all  other  plantations  within 

at  tract  or  and,  known  under  the  appellation  of  New- 

England)  and  to  the  end  we  may  be  truly  informed  of  the 
itate  and  condition  of  our  good  fubjeds  there,  that  fo  we 
may  the  better  know  how  to  contribute  to  the  further 
improvement  of  their  happinefs  and  profperity 

Know  yee  therefore,  that  wee  repofing  fpecial  trull  and 
confidence  in  the  fidelity,  wifdome,  and  circumfpedion  of 
our  trully  and  well- beloved  Colonel  Richard  Nrchols,  Sir 
Robert  Carre  Knt.  George  Cartwright,  Efq;  and  Samuel 
Mavei  ick,  hfq;  of  our  fpecial  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and 
mere  motion,  have  made,  ordained,  conftituted,  and  ap¬ 
pointed,  and  by  thefe  prefents  do  make,  ordain,  conflitute, 
and  appoint  tne  faid  Colonel  Richard  Nichols,  Sir  Robert 
Carre,  George  Cartwright,  and  Samuel  Maverick,  ourCom- 
rmfli  oners,  and  do  hereby  give  and  grant  unto  them,  or  anv 
three  or  two  of  them,  or  of  the  furvivors  of  them,  of  whom 
wee  wil!  the  fa, d  Colonel  Richard  Nichols,  during  his  life, 
lhall  be  alwaies  one,  and  upon  equal  divifions  of  opinions 
to  have  the  calling  and  decifive  voice,  in  our  name  to  viftt 
all  and  every  the  feveral  colonies  aforefaid,  and  aifo  full 
power  and  authority  to  heare  and  receive,  and  to  examine 
and  determine,  ail  complaints  and  appeales  in  all  caufes  and 
matters,  as  well  military  as  criminal  and  civil,  and  proceed 
m  all  things  for  the  providing  for  and  fettling  the  peace 
and  .ecuiity  of  the  faid  country,  according  to  their  good 
and  found  difcretions,  and  to  fuch  inftruftions  as  they  or 
the  furvivors  of  them  have,  or  fhall  from  time  time  re¬ 
ceive  from  us  in  that  behalfe  ;  and  from  time  to  time,  as 
they  fhall  find  expedient,  to  certify  us  or  our  privy  counfei, 
of  then  actings  and  proceedings,  touching  the  premiffes. 
And  for  the  doing  thereof,  or  any  other  matter  or  thing 
relateing  thereunto,  thefe  prefents,  or  the  inrolment  thereof, 
fhall  be  unto  them  a  lufficient  warrant  and  difeharge  in 
that  behalf.  In  witnefs  whereof,  wee  have  caufed  thefe 
our  letters  to  be  made  patent.  Witnefs  ourfelfe  at  Weft- 
minfter,  the  25th  day  of  April,  in  the  fixteenth  yeare  of 

nnr  -k.  t  r  t  r 


our  rcigne. 
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NUMBER  XVI. 

Copy  of  the  Addrefs  of  the  Malfuchufets  Colony 
to  King  Charles  the  2d,  in  1664. 

-  .  ,  .  ...  ■  f  .  V  i  fi 

To  the  Kings  moft  Excellent  Majestie, 

»  *  *  * 

The  humble  Application  of  the  General  Court  of  the 
Mafiachufett  Colony  in  New-England. 

~  .  *  1  , 

Dread  Soveraigne, 

IFF  your  poor  fubje&s,  who  have  removed  them  Pelves, 

into  a  remote  corner  of  the  earth  to  enjoy  peace  with 

God  and  man,  doe,  in  this  day  of  their  trouble,  proftrate 

themfelves  at  your  royal  feet,  and  beg  your  favour,  we 

hope  it  will  be  gracioufly  accepted  by  your  Majeftie. 

And  that,  as  the  high  place  you  fuftein  on  earth  doth 

number  you  here  among  the  gods,  fo  you  will  imitate 

the  God  of  heaven,  in  being  ready  to  maintain  the  caufe 

of  the  afflifted,  and  the  right  of  the  poor,  and  to  receive 

their  cries  and  addreffes  to  that  end.  And  we  humbly 

befeech  your  majeftie,  with  patience  and  clemency,  to 

heare  and  accept  our  plain  dilcourfe,  tho  of  fomewhat 

greater  length  than  would  be  comely  in  other  or  Idler 

cafes.  Wee  are  remote,  and  can  fpeake  but  feldom,  and 

therefore  crave  leave  to  fpeake  the  more  at  once.  Wee 

(hall  not  largely  repeat,  how  that  the  firft  undertakers  for 

this  plantation,  having,  by  confiderable  fumms,  purchafed 

the  right  thereof,  granted  to  the  couniel  eftablifhed  at 

Plimouth  by  King  James,  your  royal  grandfather,  did  alter 

obtain  a  patent,  given  and  confirmed  to  themfelves,  by  your 

royal  father,  King  Charles  the  firft,  wherein  it  is  granted 

to  them,  and  their  heirs,  alligns,  and  affociates  tor  ever  ; 

not  only  the  abfolute  ufe  and  propriety  of  the  trad  o 

land  therein  mentioned,  but  alfo  full  and  abfolute  power  o 

governing  all  the  people  of  this  place,  by  men  cholen  R  nl 

among  themfelves,  and  according  to  fuchlawes  as  tiny  -mi  ♦ 
0  „  from 
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from  time  to  time,  fee  meet  to  make  and  eftabliffi,  bein»* 
not  repugnant  to  the  lawes  of  England  (they  paying  only 
the  fifth  part  of  the  oare  of  gold  and  filver  that  fhall  here 
be  tound,  for  and  in  refpeft  of  all  duties,  demands,  ex* 
aftions,  and  fervice  whatloever)  as  in  the  faid  patent  is  more 
at  large  declared.  Under  the  encouragement  and  fecurity 
of  which  royal  charter,  this  people  did,  at  their  own 
charges,  transport  themlelves,  their  wives  and  families, 
over  the  ocean,  purchafe  the  lands  of  the  natives,  and  plant 
this  colony,  with  great  labour,  hazards,  coft,  and  difficul¬ 
ties,  for  a  long  time  wreftling  with  the  wants  of  a  wilder- 
nes,  and  the  burdens  of  a  new  plantation  j  having  alio,  now 
above  30  yeares,  enjoyed  the  aforefaid  power  and  privi- 
ledge  of  government  within  themfelves,  as  their  undoubted 
right  in  the  fight  of  God  and  man.  And  having  had, 
moreover,  this  further  favour  from  God,  and  from  your 
Majeftie,  that  wee  have  received  feveral  gracious  letters 
from  your  royal  felfe,  full  of  expreffions  tending  to  con- 
firme  us  in  our  enjoyments,  viz.  in  your  Majefties  letter 
bearing  date  the  15th  day  of  February  1660,  you  are 
pleafed  to  confider  New-England  as  one  of  the  chiefeft  of 
your  colonies  and  plantations  abroad,  having  enjoyed  and 
grown  up  in  a  long  and  orderly  eftablifhment ;  adding  this 
royal  promife,  Wee  fhall  not  come  behind  any  of  our  royal 
predecefifors  in  a  juft  encouragement  and  prote&ion  of  all 
our  loving  fubjefts  there.  In  your  Majefties  letter  of  the 
28  th  of  J  une,  1662,  fent  us  by  our  meflengers,  befides 
many  other  gracious  expreffions,  there  is  this  [Wee  will 
preferve  and  do  hereby  confirme  the  patent  and  charter 
heretofore  granted  unto  them  by  our  royal  father  of 
blefied  memory,  and  they  fhall  freely  enjoy  all  the  privi- 
ledges  and  liberties  granted  unto  them  in  and  by  the  fame.] 
As  for  fuch  particulars,  of  a  civil  and  religious  nature, 
which  are  fubjoined  in  the  faid  letter,  wee  have  applyed 
ourfelves  to  the  uttnoft  to  fatisfy  your  Majeftie,  fo  far  as 
doth  confift  with  confcience  of  our  duty  toward  God,  and 
the  juft  liberties  and  priviledges  of  our  patent,  Wee  are 
further  bound,  with  humble  chankfulncfs,  to  acknowledge 

your 
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your  Majefties  gracious  expreffions  in  your  laft  letter  wee 
have  received,  dated  April  23,  1664,  as  (befides  other 
inftances  thereof)  That  your  Majeftie  hath  4iot  the  leaft 
intention  or  thought  of  violating,  or,  in  the  leaft  degree, 
infringing  the  charter  heretofore  granted  by  your  royal  fa¬ 
ther,  with  great  wifdom,  and  upon  full  deliberation,  &c. 

But  what  affii&ion  of  heart  muft  it  needs  be  unto  us, 
that  our  fins  have  provoked  God  to  permit  our  adverfaries 
to  fet  themfelves  againft  us  by  their  mifinformations,  com¬ 
plaints,  and  folicitations  (as  fome  of  them  have  made  it 
their  worke  for  many  yeares)  and  thereby  to  procure  a 
commiftion  under  the  great  feal,  wherein  4  perfons  (one  of 
them  our  knowneand  profeflfed  enemy)  are  impowered  to 
heare,  receive,  examine,  and  determine  all  complaints  and 
appeals,  in  all  caufes  and  matters,  as  well  military  as  crimi¬ 
nal  and  civil,  and  to  proceed  in  all  things,  for  fettling  this 
country,  according  to  their  good  and  found  difcretions,  &c. 
Whereby,  inftead  of  being  governed  by  rulers  of  our  owne 
choofing,  (which  is  the  fundamental  privilege  of  our  patent) 
and  by  lawes  of  our  owne,  wee  are  like  to  be  f  11  Injected  to 
the  arbitrary  power  of  ftrangers,  proceeding  not  by  any 
eftabliffied  lav/,  but  by  their  own  difcretions.  And  where¬ 
as  our  patent  gives  afufficient  royal  warrant  and  difcharge 
to  all  officers  and  perfons  for  executing  the  lawes  here  made 
and  publifhed,  as  is  therein  directed,  wee  final  1  now  no: 
be  difcharged,  and  at  reft  from  further  moleftation, 
when  wee  have  fo  executed  and  oblerved  our  lawes,  but 
be  liable  to  complaints  and  appeales,  and  to  the  determi¬ 
nations  of  new  judges,  whereby  our  government  and  ad- 
miniftrations  will  be  made  void  and  of  none  elfect.  Ana 
tho  wee  have  yet  had  but  a  little  tafte  of  the  words  or 
actings  of  thefe  gentlemen,  that  are  come  over  hither  in 
this  capacity  of  commiffioners,  yet  we  have  had  enough  to 
confirme  us  in  our  feares,  that  their  improvement  ot  rhis 
power,  in  purfuance  of  their  commiftion  (Ihould  the  farm, 
proceed)  w  II  end  in  the  fubverfion  of  our  all.  Yvc  fhouLi 
be  glad  to  hope  that  your  Majefties  ioftruebons  (winch 
they  have  not  yet  been  pleated  to  imp  me  unto  us,  i!  a  v 
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p  ach  limitations  to  their  bufines  here,  as  will  takeoff 
mu  i  of  our  ft  are;  but  according  to  the  prefent  appear- 
an  '  of  things  we  thus  fpeake, 

’4  this  ca*e  (dread  fovcraigne)  our  refuge  under  God, 
is  your  royal  lelfe,  whom  wee  humbly  addrefle  ourfelves 
unto,  and  are  the  rather  emboldned  therein,  becaufe  your 
Majefties  laft  gracious  letter  doth  encourage  us  to  fuggeft 
what,  upon  the  experience  we  have  had,  and  obfervation 
we  have  made,  we  judge  necefiary  or  convenient  for  the 
good  and  benefit  of  this  your  plantation,  and  becaufe  we 
are  well  perfwaded  that  had  your  Majeftie  a  full  and  right 
information  of  the  ftate  of  things  here,  you  would  find  ap¬ 
parent  reaion  to  put  a  flop  to  thefe  proceedings,  which  are 
certainly  differvient  to  your  Majefties  intereft,  and  to  the 
profperity  and  welfare  of  this  place. 

If  thele  things  go  on  (according  to  the  prefent  appear¬ 
ance)  your  fubje£ts  here  will  either  be  forced  to  feeke  new 
dwellings,  or  finke  and  faint  under  burdens  that  will  be  to 
them  intolerable.  The  vigour  of  all  new  endeavours  in 
the  fevcral  callings  and  occupations  (either  for  merchandize 
abroad,  or  further  fubduing  this  wildernefs  at  home)  will 
be  enfeebled,  as  we  perceive  it  already  begins  to  be,  the 
good  of  converting  the  natives  obftrufted,  the  inhabitants 
driven  to  we  know  not  what  extremities,  and  this  hopeful 
plantation  in  the  ifFue  ruined.  But  whatever  becomes  of 
us,  we  are  fure  the  adveffary  cannot  countervail  the  Kings 
damages.  It  is  indeed  a  grief  to  our  hearts,  to  fee  your 
Majeftie  put  upon  this  extraordinary  charge  and  coft  about 
a  bufinefs,  the  produft  whereof  can  never  reimburfe  the 
one  halfe  of  what  will  be  expended  upon  it.  Impofed 
rulers  and  officers  will  have  occafion  to  expend  more  than 
can  be  raifed  here,  fo  as  nothing  will  returne  to  your  Ma¬ 
jefties  exchequer ;  but  inftead  thereof,  the  wonted  bene¬ 
fit  by  cuftomes,  exported  and  imported  into  England  from 
hence,  will  be  diminifhed  by  thedifcouragement  and  dimi¬ 
nution  of  mens  endeavours  in  their  feveral  occupations  ;  or 
if  the  aime  fhould  be  tograrify  fome  particular  gentlemen 
by  livings  and  revenues  here*  that  will  alfo  fail,  where 

nothing 
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nothing  is  to  be  had,  the  King  himfelf  will  be  a  Ioofer,  and 
fo  will  the  cale  be  found  to  be  here  ;  for  fuch  is  the  poverty 
and  meannes  of  the  people  of  this  country  (by  reafon  of 
the  length  and  coldnes  of  the  winters,  the  difficulty  of 
fubduing  a  wilderneffe,  defeCt  of  a  ftaple  commodity, 
the  want  of  money,  &c.)  that  if,  with  hard  labour,  men 
get  a  fubfiftence  for  their  families,  tis  as  much  as  the  ge¬ 
nerality  are  able  to  do,  paying  but  very  final  rates  towards 
the  publick  charges,  and  yet,  if  all  the  country  hath  ordi¬ 
narily  raifcd  by  the  year  for  all  the  charges  of  the  whole 
government  were  put  together,  and  then  doubled  or  tre¬ 
bled,  it  would  not  be  counted,  for  one  of  thefe  gentle¬ 
men,  a  confiderable  accommodation. 

It  is  true,  that  the  eftates  men  have,  in  conjunction  with 
hard  labour  and  vigorous  endeavors  in  their  feueral  places, 
do  brirm  in  a  comfortable  fubfiftence  for  fuch  a  mean  peo¬ 
ple  (we  date  not  diminifh  our  tnankfulnes  to  God  tnat  he 
provides  for  us  in  a  wildernefs  as  he  doth)  yet  neither  will 
the  former  ftand  if  the  latter  be  dilcouraged,  nor  will  both 
ever  anlwer  the  ends  of  thole  tnat  need  Oi  ft  eke  great, 
things  We  perceive  there  have  been  great  expectations 
of  what  is  to  be  had  here,  railed  by  fome  mens  informa¬ 
tions  but  thofe  informations  will  prove  fallacious,  (^ap¬ 
pointing  them  that  have  relyed  upon  them.  And,  if  the 
taking  of  this  courfe  ftiould  drive  the  people  out  of  the 
country  (for  to  a  coalition,  therein,  they  will  never  come)  it 
will  be  hard  to  find  another  people,  that  will  (lay  jong  or 
ftand  under  any  confiderable  burden  in  it  feeing  it  is  not 
a  country  where  men  can  fubfift  without  hard  labour  ana 

alfo  been  high  repreftntations  of  great 
divifions  and  difcontents  a  mo  n  git  us,  and  of  a 
lending  commillioners  to  relieve  the  aggnevu,,  u.  • 
as,  it  plainly  appeares,  that  the  body  of  this  p.opk  are 

unanimoufly  fatisfied  in  the  prefent  ^  wl]j 

h„rnc  from  change,  and  .  h*  -  ik 

inftead  ot  relieving,  *  1  government  under 

tolerable.  Wee  iuppofe  thcie  is  no  e  heaven. 


542 


■  i 


542  A  P  P  E  N  D  I  X. 

heaven,  wherein  lome  difeontented  perfons  may  not  be 
tound  ;  and  it  it  be  a  fufficientaccufadon  againft  a  govern¬ 
ment,  that  there  are  Tome  fuch,  who  will  be  innocent  ? 
Yet,  thro  the  favour  of  God,  there  are  but  fewamongftus 
that  are  malecontent,  and  fewer  that  have  caufe  to  be  fo. 

Sir,  the  allknowing  God  knows  our  greatefl:  ambition 
is  to  live  a  poor  and  quiet  life,  in  a  corner  of  the  world, 
without  offence  to  God  or  man.  Wee  came  n6t  into  this 
wildernefs  to  feeke  great  things  to  ourfelves,  and  if  any 
come  after  us  to  feeke  them  heere,  they  will  be  difappointed. 
Wee  keep  ourfelves  within  our  line,  and  meddle  not  with 
matters  abroad  ;  a  juft  dependence  upon,  and  fubje6lion  to 
your  Majeftie,  according  to  our  charter,  it  is  far  from  our 
hearts  to  di (acknowledge.  Wee  io  highly  pnle  your- 
favourable  afpeeft  (tho  at  this  great  diftance)  as  wee  would 
gladly  do  any  thing,  that  is  within  our  power,  to  purchafe 
the  continuance  of  it.  Wee  were  willing  to  teftify  our 
affection  to  your  Majefties  fervice,  by  anfwering  the  pro* 
polal  of  your  honourable  commiftioners,  of  which  wee 
doubt  not  but  they  have  already  given  your  Majeftie  an 
account.  Wee  are  carefully  ftudious  of  all  due  fubjedtion 
ro  your  Majeftie,  and  that  not  only  for  wrath,  but  for  con- 
fcicnce  lake.  And  fhould  divine  providence  ever  offer  an 
opportunity,  wherein  wee  might,  in  any  righteous  way> 
according  to  our  poor  and  mean  capacity,  teftify  our  duti¬ 
ful  affedtion  to  your  Majeftie,  we  hope,  we  fhould  moS 
gladly  imbrace  it.  But  it  is  agi^at  unhappines  to  be  re¬ 
duced  to  fo  hard  a  cafe,  as  to  have  no  other  teftimony 
of  our  fubjedtion  and  loyalty  offered  us  but  this,  viz.  to 
deftroy  our  owne  being,  which  nature  teacheth  us  to  pre- 
lcrve,  or  to  yield  up  our  liberties,  which  are  far  dearer  to 
us  than  our  lives,  and  which,  had  we  had  any  feares  of 
being  deprived  of,  wee  had  never  wand  red  from  our  fa¬ 
cers  houfes  into  thefe  ends  of  the  earth,  nor  laid  ouc 
labours  and  eftates  therein;  befides  engaging  in  a  mo  ft  ha¬ 
zardous  and  difficult  warre,  with  the  moft  warlike  of  the 
natives,  to  our  great  charge,  and  the  Ioffe  of  fome  of  the 
lives  of  our  dearc  friends.  Neither  can  the  deepeft  in¬ 
vention 
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vention  of  man  find  out  a  more  certain  way  of  confidence, 
than  to  obtain  a  royal  donation  from  io  great  a  prince, 
under  his  great  feal,  which  is  the  greateft  fecurity  that 
may  be  had  in  humane  affaires. 

Royal  Sir,  it  is  in  your  power  to  fay  of  your  poor 
people  in  New-England,  they  fhall  not  die.  If  we  have 
found  favour  in  the  fight  of  our  king,  let  our  life  be  given 
us  at  our  petition  (or  rather  that  which  is  dearer  than  life, 
that  we  have  ventured  our  lives,  and  willingly  paffed  thro 
many  deaths  to  obtain)  and  our  all  at  our  requed.  Let  our 
government  live,  our  patent  live,  our  magiftrates  live, 
our  lawes  and  liberties  live,  our  religious  enjoyments  live, 
fo  fhall  we  all  yet  have  further  caufe  to  fay,  from  our 
hearts,  let  the  King  live  for  ever.  And  the  bleffing  of 
them  that  were  ready  to  perifh  (hall  come  upon  your  Ma~ 
jeftie  ;  having  delivered  the  poor  that  cried,  and  fuch  as 
had  none  to  helpe  them.  It  was  an  honour  to  one  oi 
your  royal  anceftors  that  he  was  called  the  poor  mans 
king.  It  was  Job’s  excellency,  when  he  lat  as  King  among 
his  people,  that  he  was  a  father  to  the  poor.  They  are  a 
poor  people  (deftitute  of  outward  favour,  wealth,  and 
power)  who  now  cry  unto  their  Lord  the  King,  May 
your  Majeftie  pleafe  to  regard  their  caufe,  and  maintain 
their  right:  It  will  (land,  among  the  marks  ot  lading 
honour,  to  after  generations.  And  wee  and  ours  fhall  have 
lading  caufe  to  rejoice,  that  we  have  been  numbred  among 
your  Majefties 

Mod  humble  fervants 

*  / 

and  fuppliants. 

25th  of  Odtober,  1664. 
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*.  Copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Clarendon 
to  the  Malfachufets  Colony,  in  1664. 


Mr.  Governour  and  Gentlemen, 

I  HAVE  received  yours  of  the  7th  of  November,  by 
the  hands  of  Mr.  Afhurft,  a  very  fober  and  difcreet 
perion,  and  did  (by  his  communicating  it  to  me)  perufe 
the  petition  *  you  had  directed  to  his  Majefty,  and  I  do 
confeffe  to  you,  I  am  fo  much  a  friend  to  your  colony, 
that  if  the  fame  had  been  communicated  to  no  body  but 
my  felf,  I  fhould  haue  diffwaded  the  prefenting  the  fame 
to  his  Majefty,  who,  I  doubt,  will  not  think  himfelf  well 
treated  by  it,  or  the  fingular  care  he  hath  exprefied  of  his 
fubjedts  in  thofe  parts  Sufficiently  acknowledged  *,  but  fince 
I  found  by  your  letter  to  my  lord  Chamberlaine  and  Mr. 
Boyle,  that  you  expected  fome  effedt  from  your  petition, 
upon  conference  with  them  wee  all  agreed  not  to  hinder 
the  deliuery  of  it,  though  I  have  read  to  them  and  Mr. 
Afhurft,  euery  word  of  the  inftrudtions  the  commiffioners 
haue  ;  and  they  all  confeffed  that  his  Majefty  could  not 
expreffe  more  grace  and  goodneffe  for  that  his  plantation, 
nor  put  it  more  out  of  their  power,  in  any  degree  to  in¬ 
vade  the  liberties  and  privileges  granted  to  you  by  your 
charter  $  and  therefore  wee  were  all  equally  amazed  to  find 
that  you  demand  a  revokation  of  the  commiftion  and 
commiffioners,  without  laying  the  leaft  matter  to  their 
charge  of  crymes  or  exorbitances  :  What  fenfe  the  King 
hath  of  your  addreffe  to  him,  you  will  I  prefume  heare 
from  himfelf,  or  by  his  diredtion  *,  I  fhall  only  tell  you, 
that  as  you  had  long  caufe  to  expedt  that  the  King  would 
fend  commiflioners  thither,  fo  that  it  was  abfolucely  necef- 
fary  he  fhould  do  fo,  to  compofe  the  differences  amongft 
yourfelvcs,  of  which  he  received  complaint,  and  to  do 
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juftice  to  your  neighbours,  which  they  demanded  from 
his  royall  hands.  I  know  not  what  you  meane  by  faying, 
the  com miffi oners  have  power  to  exercife  government 
there  altogether  inconfiftent  with  your  charter  and  privi¬ 
leges,  fince  I  am  fure  their  commifiion  is  to  fee  and  pro- 
uide  for  the  due  and  full  obfervation  of  the  charter,  and 
that  all  the  priviledges  granted  by  that  charter  may  be 
equally  enjoyed  by  all  his  Majefties  fubjefts  there  :  I  know 
they  are  exprefly  inhibited  from  intermedling  with,  or  in- 
ftrufting  the  adminiftration  of  juftice,  according  to  the 
formes  obferued  there  ;  but  if  in  truth,  in  any  extraordinary 
cafe,  the  proceedings  there  haue  been  irregular,  and  againft 
the  rules  of  juftice,  as  fome  particular  cafes,  particularly 
recommended  to  them  by  his  Majefty,  feeme  to  be,  it 
cannot  be  prefumed  that  his  Majefty  hath  or  will  leaue  his 
fubjedls  of  New-England  without  hope  of  redrefie  by  an 
appeale  to  him,  which  his  lubjebts  of  all  his  other  king- 
domes  haue  free  liberty  to  make.  I  can  fay  no  more  to 
you  but  that  it  is  in  your  owne  power  to  be  very  happy, 
and  to  enjoy  all  that  hath  been  granted  to  you  ;  but  it  will 
be  abfolutely  neceflary  that  you  performe  and  pay  all  that 
reverence  and  obedience  which  is  due  from  fubjefts  to  their 
King,  and  which  his  Majefty  will  exaft  from  you,  and 
doubts  not  but  to  find  from  the  beft  of  that  colony,  both 
in  quality  and  in  number.  I  have  no  more  to  add,  but 
that  I  am, 

Gentlemen, 


t  V 

W  orcefter-Houfe, 
15  March  1664. 


Your  aflfedlionate  fervant, 

L  )  •  1  -.4 

% 

Clarendon'  C* 
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NUMBER  XVIII. 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  King  Charles  the  2d, 
to  the  Colony  of  New-PIimouth,  1666, 

CHARLES,  R. 

TRUoTY  and  well  beloved,  we  greet  you  well. 

Having  received  fo  full  and  fatisfadlory  an  account 
from  our  commifTioners,  both  of  the  good  reception  you 
have  given  them,  and  alfo  of  your  dutifulnefs  and  obedi¬ 
ence  to  us,  We  cannot  but  let  you  know  how  much  we 
are  plealed  therewith  ;  judging  that  refpedt  of  yours  to¬ 
wards  our  officers,  to  be  the  true  and  natural  fruit  which 
demonstrates  what  fidelity  and  affedtion  towards  us  is  rooted 
in  your  hearts.  And  although  your  carriage  doth,  or  it- 
feit,  mod  juftly  deferve  our  praife  and  approbation,  yet  it 
feems  to  be  fet  off  with  the  more  luftre,  by  the  contrary 
deportment  of  the  colony  of  the  Maffachufets,  as  if,  by 
their  refradtorin efs,  they  had  defigned  to  recommend  and 
heighten  the  merit  of  your  compliance  with  our  directions, 
for  the  peaceable  and  good  government  of  our  fubjedts  in 
thofe  parts.  You  may  therefore  affure  yourfelves,  that 
we  fhall  never  be  unmindful  of  this  your  loyal  and  dutiful 
behaviour,  but  fhall,  upon  all  occafions,  take  notice  of  it 
to  your  advantage  ;  promifing  you  our  conftant  protedtion 
and  royal  favour,  in  all  things  that  may  concern  your  fafety, 
peace,  and  welfare.  And  fo  we  bid  you  farewell.  Given 
at  our  court  ar  Whitehall,  the  iorh  day  of  Apjii,  1666, 
the  eighteenth-year  of  our  reign. 

By  his  Majedy’s  command, 

W  ILL.  MqJRRICE. 
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Copy  of  a  letter  from  King  Charles  the  2d, 
to  the  Maffachufets  Colony,  in  1666. 

CHARLES,  R. 

HIS  Majefty  hauing  received  a  full  information,  from 
his  comnn (Loners  who  were  fent  by  him  into  New- 
Engiand,  of  their  reception  and  treatment  in  the  fetierall 
colonyes  and  prouinces  of  that  plantation,  in  all  which 
they  have  receiued  great  fatisfa&ion,  but  only  that  of  the 
Maffachufets  •,  and  he  hauing  likewife  been  fully  informed 
of  the  accompt  fent  hither  by  the  counfell  of  the  Maffa¬ 
chufets,  under  the  hand  of  the  prefent  gouernor,  of  all 
the  paffages  and  proceedings  which  haue  been  there  be¬ 
tween  the  (aid  commifiioners  and  them  from  the  time  of 
their  firft  corning  ouer  •,  upon  all  which  it  is  uery  euident 
to  his  Majefty,  notwithftanding  many  expreffions  of  great 
affection  and  duty,  that  thofe  who  gouern  the  collony  of 
the  Maffachufets  doe  beleiue,  that  the  commiffion  giuen  by 
his  Majefty  to  thofe  commifiioners,  upon  fo  many  and 
waighty  reafons,  and  after  fo  long  deliberation,  is  an  appa¬ 
rent  uiolation  of  their  charter,  and  tending  to  the  diffolu- 
tion  of  it,  and  that  in  truth  they  doe,  upon  the  matter,  be- 
lieue  that  his  Majefly  hath  noe  jurii'diction  ouer  them,  but 
that  all  perfons  muff  acquieffe  in  ther  judgments  and  de¬ 
terminations  how  unjuft  ioeuer,  and  cannot  appeale  to  his 
Majefty,  which  would  bee  a  matter  of  fuch  a  high  con- 
fequence  as  euery  man  difcernes  where  it  muft  end.  His 
Majefty  therefore,  upon  due  confutation  of  the  whole 
matter,  thinks  fit  to  recall  his  fayd  commifiioners,  which  he 
hath  at  this  prefent  done,  to  the  end  hee  may  receiue  from 
them  a  more  particular  account  of  the  ftate  and  condition 
of  thofe  his  plantations,  and  of  the  particular  differences 
and  debates  they  haue  had  with  thofe  of  the  Maffachufets, 
that  fo  his  Majefty  may  pafs  his  final  judgment  and  deter¬ 
mination  thereupon.  His  Majefty’sexpre  s  command  and 
charge  is,  that  the  gouernor  rnd  councell  of  the  Maia 
chufcts  doe  forthwith  make  choice  of  fine  01  fuut  pe  - 
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fons  to  attend  upon  his  Majefty,  whereof  Mr.  Richard 
ellmgham  and  Major  Hathorn  are  to  be  two,  both  which 
.is  via] e icy  commands  upon  their  allegiance  to  attend,  rhe 
other  three  or  two  to  be  i'uch  as  the  counfell  (hall  make 
c  ioice  or  •,  and  if  the  fayd  Mr.  Bellingham  bee  the  prefent 
gouernor,  another  fitt  perfon  is  to  be  deputed  to  that  of- 
ice  ti  his  return,  and  his  Majefty  will  then,  in  perfon, 
hear  all  the  allegations,  fuggeftions,  or  pretences  to  right  or 
tauour  that  can  be  made  on  the  behalf  of  the  fayd  colony, 
and  vvill  there  make  it  appear  how  lkrr  hee  is  from  the 
Jealt  thought  of  inuading  or  infringing,  in  the  lead:  degree, 
the  royall  charter  granted  to  the  faid  colony;  and  his 
Majelty  expects  the  appearance  of  the  fayd  perfons  as 
iooa  as  they  can  poftibly  repair  hither,  after  they  haue 
notice  of  this  his  Majefty ’s  pleafure;  and  his  further 
command  is  that  there  may  bee  noe  alterations  with  refe¬ 
rence  to  the  government  of  the  prouince  of  Mayne,  till 
his  Majefty  hath  heard  what  is  alledged  on  all  Tides,  but 
that  the  lame  continue  as  his  Majeftyes  commiftioners 
haue  left  the  fame,  until]  his  Majefty  fhall  further  deter¬ 
mine;  and  his  Majefty  further  exprefly  charges  and  com¬ 
mands  the  gouernor  and  counfell  there,  that  they  imme¬ 
diately  let  all  fuch  perfons  at  liberty,  who  haue  been  or 
are  imprifoned,  only  for  petitioning  or  applying  them- 
felues  to  his- Majefty’s  commiftioners.  And  for  the  better 
prevention  of  all  differences  and  difputes  upon  the  bounds 
and  limits  of  the  ieveral  colonyes,  his  Majeftys  pleafure 
is,  that  all  determinations  made  by  his  Majefty’s  fayd 
commiftioners  with  reference  to  the  faid  bounds  and  limits 
may  ftill  continue  to  bee  obferved,  till  upon  a  full  repre¬ 
sentation  of  all  pretences,  his  Majefty  fhall  make  his  own 
final  determination  ;  and  particularly  the  prefent  tempo¬ 
rary  bounds  fet  by  die  commiftioners  between  the  colonyes 
of  New  Plymouth  and  Rhoad-Ifland,  untill  his  Majefty 
'Pal;  And  caufe  to  alter  the  fame.  And  his  Majefty  expeds 
m  full  obedience  be  giuen  to  this  fignification  of  his  plea- 
e,  in  all  particulars.  Giuen  at  the  court  at  Whitehall,* 
c  ioth  day  of  April,  1 666,  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  his 
.v. ajefty’s  reign.  Will.  Morrice. 
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Samuel  Gorton’s  defence  againft  the  charges 

upon  him  in  Morton’s  Memorial. 

\  ' 

Nathaniel  Morton, 

IUnderftand  you  have  lately  put  forth  a  book  of  records. 

—  but  this  I  know,  that  1  am  unjuft ly  enrolled,  be- 
caufe  I  was  never  free,  nor  member  incorporate,  in  your 
body,  or  any  of  your  territories;  therefore  I  may  not  re¬ 
frain  to  make  a  fhort  return,  only  as  it  concerns  myfelf. 

And  lft.  Your  peremptory  judging  of  one  you  know 
not,  for  I  am  a  ftranger  to  you. - 

My  2d  word  concerns  your  eminency,  in  aftuming  au¬ 
thority  to  canonize  and  put  into  the  number  of  faints  fuch 
men,  when  they  are  dead,  who,  in  their  life  time,  were 
persecutors,  cfpecially,  you  having  acknowledged  them  to 
be  fuch  yourfeif;  as  al!o  to  thruft  down  under  your  feet, 
and  make  as  bruit  beafts,  having  only  hope  in  this  prefent 
life,  fuch  as  are  known  to  be  fearers  of  God,  worlhipping 
him  inftanftly,  day  and  night ;  tho’  they  be  not  acknow¬ 
ledged  to  be  fuch,  by  fome  particular  fc&aries  as  yourfeif. 

A  3d  word  I  have  to  fay  concerns  your  record:  Miftake 
me  nor,  l  meddle  not  with  your  records  further  than  they 
concern  myfeif.  I  then  affirm,  that  your  record  is  fetched 
from  him  who  is  a  lyar  from  the  beginning — In  that  you 
declare  I  have  fpoken  words  (or  to  that  effebt)  that. there 
is  no  ftate  nor  condition  of  mankind  after  this  life.  I  do. 
verily  believe  that  there  is  not  a  man,  woman,  or  child, 
upon  the  face  of  the  earth,  that  will  come  forth  and  fay, 
that  ever  they  heard  any  fuch  words  come  from  my 
mouth  ;  and  I  appeal  to  God,  the  judge  of  all  fecrets,  that 
there  was  never  fuch  a  tho’t  entertained  in  my  heart, — 

And 
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And  whereas  you  fay,  1  am  become  a  fordid  man  in 
my  life  *,  I  dare  be  fo  bold  as  to  lay  my  converfation  among 
men  to  the  rules  of  humanity,  with  any  minifter  among 
you,  in  all  the  paflages  of  my  life  which  God  hath  bro’t 
me  thro’,  from  my  youth  unto  this  day,  that  it  hath  been- 
as  comely  and  innocent  as  his.  Whofe  ox  or  whofe  afs 
.have  I  taken,  or  when  or  where  have  I  lived  upon  other 
mens  labours,  and  not  wrought  with  my  own  hands,  for 
things  honeft  in  the  fight  of  men,  to  eat  my  own  bread  ? 

A  4th  word  I  have  to  fay  to  your  pamphlet,  concerns 
the  fluff,  as  you  fottifhly  and  contemptuoufly  call  it.  You 
may  be  afhamed  to  put  pen  to  paper,  to  publifh  any  thing 
to  the  world  in  fhew  of  religion,  not  acknowledging  the 
letter  of  the  feripture,  but  deriding  it  rather. — 

For  che  reft  of  thofe  expreffions  which  you  charge 
upon  us,  you  falfly  apply  them.  We  never  called  fermons 
ot  falvation,  tales  •,  nor  any  ordinances  of  the  Lord  an  abo¬ 
mination  or  vanity nor  holy  minifters,  necromancers:  We 
honour,  reverence,  and  practice  thefe  things.  And,  how¬ 
ever  you  term  me  a  belcher  out  of  errors,  I  would  have 
you  know,  that  I  hold  my  call  to  preach  the  gofpel  of 
Chrift,  not  inferiour  to  any  minifter  in  this  countrey,  tho* 
I  was  not  bred  up  in  the  fchools  of  humane  learning,  and 
I  blefs  God  that  I  never  was  ;  leaft  I  had  been  drowned 
*  in  pride  and  ignorance,  thro’  Ariftotle’s  principles,  and  other 
heathen  philofophers,  as  millions  are,  and  have  been,  who 
ground  their  preaching  of  the  gofpel  upon  humane  princi¬ 
ples,  to  the  falfifying  of  the  word  of  God,  in  the  ruin  of 
mens  fouls.  Yet  this  I  doubt  not  of,  but  that  there  hath 
been  as  much  true  ufe  made  of  the  languages,  within  this 
20  years  paft,  in  the  place  where  I  live,  as  hath  been  in 
any  church  in  New-England  :  I  know  the  manner  of  your 
preaching  very  well. 

When  I  was  Jaft  in  England,  thro’  importunity  I  was 
perfwaded  to  fpeak  the  word  of  God  publiakly,  in  divers 
and  eminentplaces  as  any  were  then  in  London,  as  alfo  about 
London,  and  places  more  remote ;  many  times  the  minifters 
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of  the  place  being  hearers,  and  fometimes  many  together, 
at  appointed  lectures  in  the  countrey.  I  have  fpoken  in 
the  audience  of  all  forts  of  people  and  perfonages,  under 
the  title  of  a  bifhop  or  a  King  ;  and  was  invited  to  fpeak 
in  the  prefence  of  fuch  as  had  the  title  of  excellency  ;  and 
was  lovingly  embraced  wherever  I  came,  in  the  word  ut¬ 
tered,  with  the  moft  eminent  chriftians  in  the  place;  and 
for  leave-taking  at  our  departure,  not  unlike  the  ancient 
cuftom  of  the  faints,  on  record  in  the  holy  fcripture ;  and 
I  dare  fay,  as  evident  teftimony  of  God’s  power,  going 
forth  with  his  word  fpoken,  manifefted,  as  ever  any  in 
New-England  had  ;  publickly  and  immediately  after  the 
word  delivered,  the  people  giving  thanks  to  God  that  ever 
fuch  a  word  came  to  be  uttered  among  them;  with  intreaty 
for  ftay  and  further  manifeftation,  in  as  eminent  places  as 
are  in  England  ;  where  myfelf  did  know  that  doctors  of 
note  had  formerly  preached,  and,  at  that  time,  fuch  as  had 
more  honour  put  upon  them  than,  ordinarily,  preachers 
have,  who  gave  me  the  call  thither,  in  way  of  loving  and 
chriftian  fellowfhip,  the  like  abounding  in  the  hearers  : 
Therefore,  I  know  not  with  what  New-England  is  lea¬ 
vened  or  ipirited.  Indeed  once  in  London,  3  or  4  malig¬ 
nant  perfons  caufed  me  to  be  fummoned  before  a  com¬ 
mittee  of  parliament,  becaufe  I  was  not  a  univerfity  man: 
I  appeared,  and  my  accufers  aifo ;  one  of  them  a  fchool- 
mafter  in  Chrift’s  hofpital,  another  or  two,  elders  of  inde¬ 
pendent  or  feparated  churches  ;  who  were  queftioned  what 
they  had  againft  me.  They  faid  I  had  preached.  Divers  of 
the  committee  anfwered,  that  was  true,  they  had  heard  me. 
The  chairman  afked  of  my  accufers,  what  I  had  faid  ? 
They  could  not  repeat  any  thing,  but  faid  they  were  lure 
I  had  made  the  people  of  God  fad.  But  the  fum  of  all  their 
accufation  was  bro’t  out  in  a  book,  which  they  faid  con¬ 
tained  divers  blafphemies:  The  book  was  only  that  which 
was  printed  at  the  proceedings  of  the  Maffachufets  againft 
myfelf  and  others.  The  honoured  committee  took  the 
book,  and  divers  of  them  looked- upon  it,  and  found  no 

fuch  thing  there,  a!>  they  ignorantly  fuggefted  :  And,  tho 
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my  adverfaries  could  fay  nothing,  but  only  vent  their 
fpleen,  crying  out  upon  blafphemy  ;  yet  the  chairman  and 
divers  of  the  board,  knights  and  other  gentlemen,  quef- 
tioned  me  about  my  call  to  preach,  and  other  principal 
points  of  religion,  and  I  anfwered  to  all  of  them  according 
to  my  knowledge  and  confcience.  Then  my  accufers  defired 
Mr.  Window  might  be  called  forth,  whom  they  had  pro¬ 
cured  to  appear  there,  whom  they  thought  would  oppofe 
me  ftrongly,  with  refpeft  to  that  book:  When  he  came 
out  of  the  crowd  (for  there  was  a  multitude  of  people,  the 
place  being  fpaciousj  he  fpake  judicioudy  and  manlike,  de¬ 
firing  to  be  excufed,  for  he  had  nothing  to  fay  to  me  in 
that  place,  his  bufinefs  with  me  lay  before  another  commit¬ 
tee  of  parliament;  which  gave  the  table  good  fatisfaftion. 
My  anfwers  and  arguments  were  honourably  taken  by  the 
chairman  and  the  reft  of  the  committee,  and  myfelf  dif- 
mifled  as  a  preacher  of  the  gofpel.  Shortly  after,  emi¬ 
nent  preachers,  living  remote  from  London,  then  prefent, 
lent  unto  me  kind  gratulations,  for  my  arguments  ufed,  and 
anfwers  given  before  that  committee.  Which  aft  of  that 
committee  I  take  to  be  as  good  an  human  call  to  preach, 
as  any  of  your  minifters  have  ;  and  other  call  I  know 
none  they  have.  And,  for  a  human  call,  I  think  mine 
to  be  as  good  as  the  degrees  in  the  fchools,  or  to  pafs  un¬ 
der  the  hands  and  ceremonies  of  a  titular  biftiop,  or  under 
the  natural  hands  of  a  titular  elderfliip,  or  to  have  the 
call  of  a  people,  by  the  power  of  ftipendor  contribution, 
Without  one  of  which  no  contraft — all  which  I  account  as 
human,  at  the  belt. 

A  5th  word  I  have  to  fay,  is  in  that  you  fend  your 
reader  to  a  book  printed  by  Mr.  Edward  Window,  for  a 
more  full  and  perfeft  intelligence.  Mr.  Window,  and  my¬ 
felf  had  humanlike  correfpondency  in  England,  and  before 
the  Honourable  committee  which  he  referred  himfelf  to,  as 
above  :  and,  not  to  wrong  the  dead,  I  law  nothing  to  the 
contrary,  but  that  I  had  as  good  acceptation  in  the  eyes  of 
that  committee  as  hirnfelf  had  ;  altho’  he  had  a  greater 
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charter  and  larger  commiffion,  out  of  thefe  parts,  than  my- 
felf  then  had  •,  and,  however  he  was  a  man  of  more  eminent 
parts  than  mylelf,  yet  the  goodnefs  and  juftice  ofmycaufe 
did  equalize  myfelf  unto  him,  in  thofe  occafions,  both  in 
the  minds  and  demeanors  of  our  fuperiors.  I  do  profefs 
I  do  not  know  or  remember  any  particulars  in  that  book 
he  then  put  forth  : — I  faw  it  in  London,  but  read  little  of 
it  ;  and  when  I  came  over  into  thefe  parts,  my  ancient  ac¬ 
quaintance  and  friend,  Mr.  John  Brown,  difcourfing  with 
me  about  thofe  affairs  in  England,  told  me  he  had  read 
fuch  a  book,  printed  or  put  forth  by  Mr.  Window  :  I  told 
him  I  had  feen  it,  but  read  very  little  of  it.  Mr.  Brown, 
you  know,  was  a  man  approved  of  among  you,  an  affiflant 
in  your  government,  a  commiffioner  for  the  united  colo¬ 
nies,  &c.  who  thus  fpake  unto  me  in  our  difcourfe  (I  will 
not  pervert  nor  alter  a  word  of  the  will  or  words  of  the 
dead)  I  fay,  he  affirmed  thus  unto  me,  That  he  would 
maintain ,  that  there  were  40  lies. printed  in  that  book . 

per  me, 

Samuel  Gorton.. 

Warwick,  June  30,  1669. 
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NUMBER  XXI. 

Major  Wal  ley's  Journal  in  the  Expedition 

againft  Canada  in  1692. 

A  narrative  of  the  proceedings  to  Canada,  foe  far  as 

concerned  the  land  army. 

.  / 

HAVING  pafied  the  in?  of  Fercey,  and  being  put 
back  by  a  contrary  wind,  it  was  defigned  there  to 
have  landed  our  fouidiers,  to  have  fettled  our  companys, 
10  have  called  a  council  of  warr,  to  have  made  and  de¬ 
clared  luch  orders  as  was  neceffary  for  regulating  our  forces, 
but  by  feveral  of  our  fhips  and  veffels  being  drove  out  of 
the  harbour  by  a  ftorm,  they  came  notin  again  feafonably, 
and  foe  what  was  intended  was  prevented. 

Upon  the  23d  of  Sept,  wee  came  to  an  anchor  at  Tar- 
rafack  *,  a  council  of  warr  was  called,  fuch  orders  and  ordi¬ 
nances  made  as  was  judged  neceffary,  and  ordered  to  be 
publilhed  in  every  veffel,  and  at  the  head  of  each  com* 
pany,  which  orders  are  upon  record,  and  may  be  feen. 

Upon  the  27th  of  Sept,  being  about  25  leagues  from 
Cabeckf,  I  went  aboard  each  veffel  in  the  fleet,  that  had 
fouidiers,  to  take  care  that  they  might  be  all  ready  and 
fixt  for  the  fervice,  not  knowing  how  foon  there  might  be 
occafion  ;  and  whereas  there  had  been  complaints,  that, 
aboard  feveral  of  the  veffels,  the  fouidiers  and  others  had 
&ear  a  third  part  of  their  allowance  taken  off  without  or¬ 
der,  I  then  gave  orders  that  their  full  allowance  might  be 
given  them. 

Upon  the  5th  Odh  wee  came  up  with  the  Ifle  of  Or¬ 
leans,  the  whole  fleet  together,. and  having  promifed  our 
men,  that  they  fhould  with  the  fir  ft  convenience  be  landed 
to  refrefh  themfelves,  and  not  having  opportunity  before, 
thought  it  might  doe  well  to  doe  it  then,  propofing  to  the 
council  that  wee  might  then  fettle  the  companys,  chat  wee 

*  Tadoafack.  L  Quebeck. 
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might  then  fecuie  the  ifland,  gaine  intelligence,  and  upon 
our  informations  to  draw  up  fuch  conclufions  as  were  ne¬ 
ctary,  and  not  to  have  appeared  in  fight  of  the  town  un¬ 
till  wee  were  fully  ready  to  fall  upon  them  ;  but  it  was 
over-ruled  by  the  council,  and  agreed  we  Ihould  take  the 
advantage  of  the  tide,  and  be  in  fight  of  the  town  by  day¬ 
light,  which  was  accordingly  done. 

Upon  the  6th  Oft.  it  was  concluded  that  a  fummons 
fhould  be  fent  aflhore,  and,  while  the  anfwer  was  comino-, 
to  put  ourfelves  in  the  belt  pofture  wee  could  for  landing* 
but  by  that  time  the  meffenger  was  returned  wee  found 
the  tides  did  not  fute,  and  that  it  would  be  too  late  to  land 
that  night.  It  was  alfoe  then  agreed  upon,  that  the  army 
■  ac  the  north  fhore,  at  the  place  we  after 
landed  at  •,  that  the  Ifnall  veffels,  that  had  guns,  fhould  take 
in  the  ammunition,  provifion,  field  pieces,  fhovels,  fpades, 
and  other  neceffarys  for  the  fouldiers,  (that  tide  or  the  nexc 
they  were  to  come  up  to  Charles  river,  that  lyes  by  the 
town,)  that  the  fhipe  boats  fhould  come  into  the  river  to 
be  helpfull  to  carry  the  fouldiers  over,  and  the  fouldiers 
to  be  ready  by  the  river  when  they  came,  that  fo  they 
might  be  helpful  each  to  other,  as  there  had  been  occafion  * 
that  the  field  pieces  fhould  come  in  thofe  veffels  to  be 
Janded  on  the  other  fide  the  river  ;  it  was  alfoe  agreed 
that,  when  wee  were  over  the  river,  the  men  of  warr  were 
to  fail  up  with  the  town,  and  when  they  perceived  wee 
were  upon  the  hill,  elpecially  if  we  then  fired  a  houfe, 
they  were  then  to  land  200  men  under  their  guns,  and 
were  to  make  a  brifk  and  refolute  charge  to  enter  the 
town  *,  alloe  agreed  that  Shute  and  others  of  the  larger 
veffels  that  were  not  men  of  warr,  were  to  goe  beyond 
the  town,  that  the  enemy  might  thinke  we  had  another 
army  to  land  there  •,  alfoe  agreed  that  wee  fhould  have 
two  minifters  and  three  chirurgeons  afhore. 

These  things  being  thus  agreed  on,  on  the  nexc 
morning  being  the  yth  Oct.  wee  attempted  to  land  our 
men,  but  by  a  ftorm  were  prevented,  few  of  the  boats  be¬ 
ing  able  to  row  a  head,  and  found  it  would  endanger  our 
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men  and  wett  our  armes,  at  which  time  the  veffel  Capt. 
Savage  was  in  went  afhore,  the  tide  fell,  left  them  dry,  the 
enemy  came  upon  them*  they  manfully  defended  them- 
felves,  I  went  aboard  feveral  veffels,  and,  though  with  fome 
difficulty,  caufed  fome  fmall  veffels  that  had  guns  to  weigh, 
and  fent  lome  boats  that  endeavoured  to  help  them,  or  if 
no  other  way  to  bring  off  the  men,  but  the  weather  and 
flioals  were  fuch  they  could  do  them  noe  good  ;  the  enemy 
were  awed  by  fome  guns  from  Sir  William,  that  the  fhott 
flew  among  the  thickeft  of  them,  alfoe  by  fome  guns  from 
Capt.  Eldridge.  At  the  tides  coming  in  they  floated  and 
all  gott  off  fafe.  That  night,  aboard  Sir  William’s  fhip, 
the  French  prifoners  informed  us  of  a  place  about  two 
miles  beyond  the  town,  that  would  be  more  commodious 
for  landing  the  army,  which  I  then  thought  might  be  belt, 
(but  Capt.  Davis  faith  fince,  wee  fhould  not  a  mended  our 
felves)  but  it  was  faid  the  council  of  warr  had  determined 
the  place,  and  wee  had  not  time  to  call  them  together  then, 
and  it  would  be  fafeft  to  attend  order. 

The  next  day,  being  the  8th  061.  as  foon  as  the  bad 
weather  was  over,  and  the  tides  fuited,  wee  landed  our 
.men,  which  confidering  how  farr  many  of  our  veffels  were 
from  the  (hoar*  and  the  helps  wee  had,  never  more  men 
were  landed  in  lefs  time  •,  but  the  flatts  lay  off  foe  we  were 
forced  to  go  into  the  water,  fome  up  to  the  knees,  and 
fome  near  as  high  as  their  wafts  upon  the  flatts.  I  drew  up 
the  whole  army,  which  confided  of  between  12  and  1300 
men,  caufed  four  companys  to  be  drawn  out  as  forlorns, 
though  the  ground  would  not  admitt  the  forlorn  and  main 
battle  to  be  far  the  one  from  the  other ;  this  being  done, 
I  ordered  the  forlorns  to  advance,  and  to  march,  at  their 
open  order,  towards  the  upland,  and  by  this  time  the  tide 
was  upon  the  ground  wee  ftood  on :  The  forlorn  were  no 
fooner  advanced  a  few  rods,  before  there  was  firing  from 
both  Tides  j  upon  one  wing  fome  of  our  men  law  the  ene¬ 
my  in  the  bullies,  and  fired  firft,  but  upon  the  other  wing, 
and  in  moft  places,  the  enemy  had  the  firft  (hot  at  us  *,  and 
from  a  village  over  a  creek  on  our  right  wing,  there  was 
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aparty  gauledusconfiderably  ;  upon  the  charge  our  officers 

and  fouldiers  fhewed  courage  and  refolution  enough,  yet 
fome  having  given  an  order  to  fire  and  fall  off,  but  iudojno* 
under  the  preient  circumftances,  ordered  the  whole  body 
to  (hoot  and  run  up  at  once,  which  they  did  with  one 
confent,  that  it  was  hard  to  fay  which  company  went  up 
firft  oi  fafleft ;  upon  which,  the  enemy  having  generally 
made  a  fecond  fhott,  they  gave  way  at  once,  and  by  the 
convenience  of  fwamps  and  bufhes,  they  had  an  opportunity 
to  run  away  and  fecure  themfelves,  but  yet  in  partys  out 
of  every  corner  of  a  fwamp  or  thicket  they  kept  firing 
upon  us  ;  wee  continued  our  chafe  and  march  towards  the 
town,  and  killed  fome  of  the  enemy  as  wee  went.  Being 
informed  that  the  enemy  had  fired  at  our  men  out  of  a 
barn,  and  judging  there  were  fome  in  it,  I  ordered  it  to  be 
fired  ;  we  come  up  with  a  houfe  where  was  a  hogfiiead  of 
claret  fett  at  the  door,  and  feeing  our  fouldiers  gather 
about  it,  leaf!:  it  were  poifoned,  or  might  otherwife  harm 
our  men  or  hinder  our  march,  I  ordered  the  head  to  be 
knocked  out ;  drawing  nearer  the  town  and  finding  the 
army  too  much  fcattered,  and  not  knowing  but  wee  might 
be  met  withall  by  a  force  from  the  town,  I  drew  tip  a  good 
part  of  our  forces  and  marcht  on;  wee  continued  our 
march  until  it  was  dark,  two  thirds  of  the  army  took  up 
their  (land  by  a  creek,  where  was  a  houfe  and  fome  other 
fhelter,  with  the  other  part  I  advanced  about  a  quarter  of 
a  mile,  that  we  might  the  better  fecure  the  (hoar  and  to 
fee  our  veffels  that  were  to  come  into  the  river ;  there  wee 
took  up  our  quarters,  placed  our  out  guards  and  fenti- 
nels,  and  did  what  was  necefifary  for  fecuring  ourfelves  and 
taking  notice  of  the  motion  of  the  enemy  ;  wee  then  took 
the  advantage  of  the  Houfe,  barn,  hay  and  firaW,  that 
thofe  that  were  not  upon  duty  might  keep  themlelves  as 
warm  as  they  could.  Making  enquiry  what  damage  wee 
had  received  from  the  enemy,  or  done  to  them,  found  wee 
had  not  above  four  killed  outright  at  our  landing,  nor  iefs 
than  60  officers  and  fouldiers  wounded,  and  it  was  judged 
We  had  killed  20,  fome  fay  30  of  the  enemy,  and  iince, 
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have  been  informed  their  hofpital  is  full  of  wounded  men, 
and  n  is  laid  they  had  not  lei's  than  7  or  800  men  that  lay 
und  1  {covered  to  take  the  advantage  at  our  landing  ;  all 
things  confuted,  it  was  a  great  mercy  wee  had  no  more 
amage  done  us.  The  fame  evening,  having  information 
o.  a  frenchman  that  had  furrendered  himfelf  and  was 
with  the  other  part  of  the  army,  I  fent  for  him  and  ftriclly 
examined  him,  feverely -  threatned  him  if  Icaughthim  in  a 
y-,  told  him  wee  had  taken  other  French  prifoners,  and  if 
he  told  us  any  thing  that  was  falfe  wee  fhould  foon  find  it. 
He  told  us  wee  fhould  cut  him  in  pieces  if  he  told  us  any 
thing  but  what  was  truth  ;  he  informed  that  there  were 
about  600  men  that  were  in  the  fwamp  at  our  comma- 
alnoie,  that  there  was  a  captain  and  other  officers  killed,  be^ 
iiues  otners  that  he  law,  that  the  French  had  goo  men  from 
the  town,  more,  upon  their  march  towards  us,  that  they 
were  over  the  river,  but  feeing  wee  had  landed  our  men  foe 
iudd  airily,  and  beaten  the  French  off  the  ground,  and  were 
marching  towards  the  town,  that  they  retreated,  marcht 
back  to  the  town,  or  at  leal!  to  the  other  fide  of  the  river: 
Fie  laid  the  Earl  or  f  rontenack  was  come  down,  the  ^o- 
veinoi  of  Mount  Royal  and  the  intendant;  that  a  great 
many  fouldiers  came  intoCabeck  on  the  Thurfday  before, 
a  great  many  with  the  governor  upon  Fryday,  and  morewith 
the  governor  of  Mount  Royal  on  Saturday,  and  many 
.  I  le  a  Hoe  laid  he  was  a  foulclier  of  Mount  Royal  that 
had  runaway,  and  that  they  were  feeking  after  him  ('which 
wee  after  found  true)  Fie  alioe  laid,  he  came  by  the  in¬ 
formation  ny  a  Mount  Royal  fouldier,  that  he  had  mett 
withall,  which  acquainted  him  they  had  loft  but  50  fouldicrs 
at  Mount  KoyaJI,  and  added,  that  he  had  heard  fome  French 
officers,  at  the  next  houfe  to  that  wee  then  were  at,  fay, 
tffit  tney  had  not  Ids  than  3000  men  in  the  town  ;  he 
aifou  faid,  that  at  tne  molt  convenient  place  of  the  louldiers 
goeing  over-  they  had  planted  8  guns.  All  which,  after- 
wayxSi,  we  had  confirmed.  That  others  might  not  be 
difeouraged,  wee  told  him  he  was  fent  by  the°enemy  to 
tell  us  a  parfel  of  lies,  but  he  faid  he  had  told  us  nothing 
bu>»  Vvnat  we  mould  find  true*  After 
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After  this,  I  fent  For  the  reft  of  the  forces  to  come 
over,  that  wee  might  not  be  too  much  fcattered,  and  fent 
for  the  majors  and  captains,  and  fuch  as  belonged  to  the ' 
council  of  warr,  to  confider  and  conclude  what  was  farther 
to  be  done  ;  after  fome  difeourfe,  it  was  concluded  by  the 
whole,  that,  for  as  much  as  the  veffels  were  not  come  up 
the  river  with  our  fupplyes  of  provifion,  ammunition,  and 
other  neceffaries,  neither  the  boats  for  tranfporting  our 
men,  that,  as  matters  were  thus  circumftanced,  wee  were 
not  in  a  capacity  to  advance,  but  hoped  the*  veffels  would 
be  in  with  the  tide,  that  was  hetore  day,  and  that  if  they 
came,  wee  would  be  ready  to  be  helpful!  to  defend  them* 
as  we  expefted  help  from  them  ;  but  the  winds  prevented 
their  coming,  as  the  matters  after  faid.  Before  day,  con¬ 
trary  to  order,  and  without  my  knowledge,  they  landed 
the  fix  field  pieces,  at  the  point  near  which  the  army  lay* 
which  greatly  clogg’d  us,  and  would  a  made  our  paffidge 
over  the  river  very  difficult.  In  the  evening,  wee  lee 
Capt.  Gilbert  weigh  anchor,  and  the  fhips  of  warr  fail  up 
to  the  town,  and  the  feveral  fhips  plying  their  guns  upon 
the  town,  and  the  town  upon  them,  with  utmoft  diligence ; 
but  the  reaion  of  their  going  before  the  land  army  were 
over  the  river,  we  underftood  not  till  afterwards.  The 
cold  of  the  night,  and.  our  fouldiers  not  having  opportunity 
to  dry  themlelves  until  the  next  day,  proved  very  pieju- 
ditiall  to  them.  Upon  the  9th  of  October,  Sir  Williams 
Ihip  returned  from  the  town,  being,  as  wee  were  informe  , 
very  much  difinabled,  having  been  very  fmartly  engaged 
with  the  town,  alloe  were  informed,  that  the  men  of  warr 
had  not  powder  enough  left  lor  two  rounds  apeice  ?  but, 
however,  fuppofing  they  had  fecured  and  would  ^upp  y 
with  what  was  promifed,  and  reckning  it  was  aboard  the 
imall  veffels  that  were  to  come  into  the  river,  we  itiil  ex¬ 
pend  their  coming  in,  and  that  day  advanced  nearer  the 
town,  where  wee  had  better  ihelter  for  the  men,  and  a 
better  place  for  our  defence,  where  we  placed  out  om 
guards,  and  put  ourfelves  in  the  beft  pofture  we  could  to 
defend  ourfelves  and  offend  our  enemies,  if  they  had  come 
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upon  us  ;  Tent  out  partys  to  gain  intelligence  and  make 
dilcom-y,  and  what  provifion  cafne  within  our  reach  was 
killea  for  the  ufe  of  the  army ;  our  provifions  being  fo  much 
in  the  matters  of  the  veffels  power,  and  not  in  the  commif- 
lary  generals  order  and  difpofe,  proved  a  great  damido-e, 
by  reafon  hereof,  fome  fouldiers  were  provided  for  and 
others  wanted,  and  all  the  rum  that  could  be  procured,  to 
refrefh  the  fouldiers,  was  only  about  60  gallons,  which 

was  fpared  from  Sir  William’s  fhip,  the  reft  either  had  it 
not,  or  would  not  own  they  had. 

Our  fouldiers  dried  t  hern  helves,  gottwhat  refreihroent 
they  could,  and  hoped  the  veffels  might  come  in  the 
evening  tide,  wee  feeing  more  and  more  need  of  them, 
being  more  and  more  lenfible  of  the  enemies  ftrength,  and 
our  own  men,  many,  growing  fick  and  unfitt  for  fervice. 
But  the  veffels  not  coming,  we  ftood  upon  our  guard  that 
nighty  but  found  it  exceeding  cold,  it  freezing  that  night 
foe  that  the  next  morning  the  ice  would  bear  a  man.  That 
flight  I  cahed  a  council-,  demanded  their  opinion  what  was 
to  be  done,  for  it  would  be  to  no  purpofe  to  lye  there  ;  one 
in  behalf  of  fundry  others  laid,  that  they  had  been  together 
considering  thereof,  and  that  for  as  much  as  we  had  notfuit- 
?ble  fupplys  of  provifions  afhore,  little  or  no  ammunition 
to  recruit  if  there  fhould  be  occafion,  that  our  men  were, 
many,  fick  and  wearied,  that  they  had  the  difficultys  of  the 
river  to  deal  with,  neither  boats  nor  veffels  to  help  us  in 
our  going  over,  that  we  had  8  great  guns  and  1000  men  at 
the  river  fide  that  were  ready  for  us,  after  that,  a  fteep 
bank  and  narrow  paffage  to  win,  up  or  through  which  wee 
inoind  not  a  been  able  to  have  carried  ourgrfcat  guns,  nei» 
ther  could  wee  have  carried  them  over,  where  wee  mi^ht 
have  had  them  for  ufe,  without  the  help  of- our  boats°or 
veffels,  after  all  this  a  well  fortified  town  with  three  times 
our  number  of  men  within  to  encounter  with,  having  but 
one  chirurgeon  afliore,  though  three  were  ordered,  thein- 
creafing  cold  weather,  the  enemy  being  capable  and  had  a 
fair  opportunity,  had  we  gone  over,  by  reafon  of  their  men 
on  our  backs  and  guns  by  Charles  river,  to  cut  off  all  fup- 
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plys  and  preventing  our  fending  off* foe  much  as  a  wounded 
man  •,  after  fome  difcourfe  on  thefe  matters  it  was  con¬ 
cluded,  as  I  underftood,  by  the  whole,  that  I  fhould  ^oe 
on  board  that  morning  to  Sir  William,  and  acquaint  him 
with  our  difficultys  and  difappointments,  and  that  it  was 
their  agreement,  if  he  were  willing,  that  the  army  fhould 
get  aboard  that  night  or  before  day,  and  that  they  fhould 
reft  and  refrefh  themfelves  a  day  or  two,  and  if  they  found 
they  had  ammunition  fuitable,  they  were  ready  to  land  at 
any  other  place,  or  under  the  guns  at  the  town,  if  thecoun- 
fel  fhould  foe  conclude  ;  there  was  that  day  two  men  to 
each  gun  fent  afhore,  a  barrel  of  powder  for  the  great 
guns,  and  half  a  barrel  befides,  and  ioowt.  of  bullets  or 
fomething  more. 

The  10th,  before  noon^  I  went  aboard  to  Sir  William, 
acquainted  him  how  matters  went  afhore,  and  of  the  defire 
and  conclufion  of  the  officers  ;  he  faid  he  could  a  been  glad 
we  had  been  capable  to  have  proceeded,  but  contented  to 
their  coming  aboard,  and  faid  the  boats  fhould  be  fent  a- 
fhore  before  day  ;  after  I  had  been  aboard  a  while,  wee 
heard  guns  goe  off  afhore  and  perceived  our  out  guards 
were  charged  by  the  enemy  ;  I  was  going  off,  but,  per¬ 
ceiving  it  was  foon  over,  ftaid  a  while,  and  in  the  after¬ 
noon  went  afhore  again,  found  our  guards  and  fome  fcouts 
had  been  engaged  by  the  enemy  *,  Major  Savage  fent  re¬ 
liefs  as  was  neceflary,  but  being  informed  that  the  enemy 
might  be  1000  men  over  the  river,  he  fent  Capt.  Corwin 
with  orders  that  the  fouldiers  fhould  make  an  orderly  re¬ 
treat,  for  if  the  enemy  were  numerous  it  were  better  to 
prepare  to  meet  them  in  the  plain  fields  than  among  the 
fwamps  *,  wee  had  4  men  wounded,  one  died  of  his  wounds, 
and,  through  haft  in  the  retreat,  a  (mail  drummer  left  his 
drum  behind  him  \  they  did  confiderable  damage  to  the 
enemy,  but  could  not  give  a  certain  and  particular  account 
thereof,  they  fired  feveral  haufes  and  barns,  and  returned, 
but  the  enemv  fee  no  caufe  to  follow  them.  That  night 
wee  kept  a  ve'tyftrong  and  ftttft  watch,  I  acquainted  the 
fouldiers  or  their  coming  aboard  ;  after  midnight  feveral  or 
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the  commanders  defired  we  might  remove  our  army  nearer 
to  the  place  where  we  were  to  goe  off,  accordingly  wee 
filently  marched  off  the  ground,  carryed  back  our  guns  i 
when  I  had  taken  care  that  wee  had  left  none  behind,  I 
went  to  the  place  where  they  were  ordered  to  march, 
found  our  fouldiers  too  many  of  them  upon  the  beach 
ready  to  goe  off  if  there  had  been  an  opportunity  ;  I  caufed 
them  to  be  drawn  up  upon  the  upland  adjoining,  and  put 
them  in  a  pollute  for  fervice  if  they  had  been  attacked  by 
the  enemy,  for  wee  were  within  fight  and  hearing  of  the 
town.  Before  day  the  boats  began  to  row  afhore,  but  foe 
many  or  our  men  drew  off  without  orders,  that  they  might 
be  ready  to  get  in  with  the  firft,  I  forefeeing  the  confufion 
that  was  like  to  be,  and  perceiving  there  would  not  be 
time  before  it  was  light  to  get  all  off,  I  fent  the  boats  all 
away  and  would  not  let  any  goe  off* at  that  time. 

I  he  nth  day,  being  foe  near  as  to  hear  them  calling 
one  to  another  at  cue  town,  their  drumming  and  ringing 
before  day,  and  other  noiies  in  the  woods,  that  wee  had 
reafon  to  thinke  they  intended  that  day  to  come  put  again  ft 
us  with  their  whole  ftrength  ;  in  the  morning  they  fired 
feveral  great  guns  at  us  but  did  us  no  harm,  our  men  all 
that  day  (landing  to  their  arms,  drums  beating,  colours 
flying,  fair  in  fight  of  the  town,  wefaw  feveral  of  the  ene*? 
rny  not  far  from  us,  and  many  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
river,  befides  what  was  in  the  town  ;  it  is  faid  that  Captr, 
Davis*  reckoned,  what  they  had  in  the  town  and  that 
alarmed  us  and  guarded  their  (hoars,  they  were  more  then 
*  4000  men ;  they  lent  out  7  or  Soo  freih  men  dayly  to  alarm 
us  and  to  watch  our  motions.  Defigning  to  goe  off  that 
night,  .and  there  being  like  to  be  a  good  opportunity,  I 
called  feveral  or  the  officers  and  acquainted  them  that  I 
was  defigned  to  fend  three  parties  of  fouldiers  to  beat  up 
the  (wamps  that  were  round  us,  and  beat  off  thele  fpies 
fhat  we  had  reafon  to  judge  lay  near  us,  accordingly  or¬ 
dered  three  1 6  files  to  be  detached  out  of  the  feveral  compa¬ 
nies^  and  lent  them  out  commanded  by  Capt.  Barnet,  and 
fapt.  Minot,  and  that  party  that  was  fent  out  upon  our 


f  Pay  is  was  then  a  prisoner  at  Quebec,  taken  at  Cafco  bay. 
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right  wing  were  foon  engaged  •  fent  C* nr  i\/r  u  r 
with,  who  had  a  good  company,  and  ffiev  th™^ 
the  enemy  give  back,  but  they^ontinued^rin/l^fi-T^6 
each  other ;  I  fent  out  ftverafco  ^  feve^ 

in  the  me3n  time  not  knowing  but  this  party  milht  have 
e^n  fent  to  occafion  the  drawing  off  a  o-reat  narr  of 
forces,  and  they  might  have  a  preater  ftrenm-li  n  *  F 
wherefore  I  fenc  oot?„  make  dif!ov“  tdTod  "  S 
With  the  reft  of  the  army  to  fight  them  if  they  had  come 
up  with  us.  r he  fouldiers  were  ordered  to  keep  fid™ 
at  the  enemy,  in  and  about  the  fwamps  near  us  and  where 

they  did  tHC  Cnemy  llndl  ‘C  W3S  darl<J  which  accordingly 


It  then  growing  near  night,  1  ordered  the  fick  men  to 
be  carried  aboard,  which  might  be  done  by  day  lio-hc,  be- 
caufe  two  or  three  boars  might  goe  oft' well  enough  un- 
fufpecteo.  I  hat  day,.  Alexander  Smart  came  afhore  with 
a  commiffion  to  be  mafter  gunner, and  had  52  feamen  un¬ 
der  his  command  for  to  attend  the  guns.  A  little  before 
night,  I  called  him,  and  acquainted  him  that  the  army  was 
to  goe  off  chac  nigh  r,  and  gave  him  a  charge  about  the  guns, 
in  particular  ordered  that  three  guns  ftiould  goe  off  before 
any  men  went,  or  with  the  firft,  the  other  fhould  be  let 
alone  to  the  laft,  and  kept  for  to  defend  the  foldiers  if 
there  had  been  occafion,  and  to  be  put  aboard  the  Jaft  boats, 
which  might  be  foondone;  hemademeanfwer,  that  though 
he  was  the  laft  man  aboard,  he  would  fee  all  the  guns  off; 

I  parted  with  him  then,  and  never  fee  him  afterwards  that 
I  knew  of ;  I  then  acquainted  Major  Savage  and  other 
officers,  that  we  would  draw  off  half  each  regiment  at  a 
time,  and  he  fhould  draw  off  half  his  regiment  firft,  and  or¬ 
dered  that  thofe  that  went  in  the  firft  boats  ffiould  be  help¬ 
ful  to  draw  down  thofe  three  guns  that  were  to  goe  firft 
aboard,  which  they  did,  and  concluded  they  were  gone 
aboard.  It  growing  very  dark,  notwithftanding  I  had  or¬ 
dered  the  officers  to  keep  the  fouldiers  to  their  arms,  many 
precipitately  and  diforderly  drew  down  to  the  beach,  four 
limes  more  than  had  leave,  and  a  very  great  noife  was 

made. 
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made,  which  I  was  much  troubled  at,  and  was  willing  to 
go  down  to  fee  if  I  could  ftill  them ;  I  called  to  Major 
Ward,  ordered  him  he  fhoulddo  what  he  could  to  keep  the 
fouldiers  to  their  arms,  and  not  to  move  without  order, 
which  he  foon  found  too  hard  for  him  to  doe  ;  I  ordered 
fame  fouldiers  to  keep  the  reft  from  crowding  down  until 
thofe  were  gone  off  that  were  upon  the  fiats ;  I  called  to 
them  to  be  filent,  but  either  of  thefe  were  little  regarded, 
for  the  crowd  and  the  noife  both  increafed  ;  the  feamen 
calling  out  for  fuch  fouldiers  as  belonged  to  their  veffels, 
and  the  fouldiers  for  fuch  boats  as  came  from  the  veffels 
they  belonged  to,  hundreds  in  the  water  up  to  the  knees 
and  higher,  preffing  into  boats,  the  feamen  and  they  con¬ 
tending,  by  reafon  whereof  I  lee  boats  were  like  to  be  five 
times  longer  a  loading  than  they  needed  *,  I  faw  a  necef* 
fity  of  my  going  off  to  the  boats,  went  aboard  a  fmall 
boat  belonging  to  Mr.  Winfer,  commanded  filence,  or* 
dered  the  boats  to  take  the  men  in,  as  they  came,  and  to 
carry  them  to  the  firft  veffels  they  came  at,  which  was  not 
minded  by  many,  but  as  I  was  forced  to  goe  from  boat  to 
boat  and  fee  it  done,  for  otherways  fome  of  the  feamen 
would  throw  the  fouldiers  overboard  if  they  did  not  belong 
to  them,  or  the  fouldiers  would  have  preffed  into  boats  to 
have  funk  them.  After  my  being  at  the  point  not  lels  than 
three  hours,  the  men  were  moft  off,  and  every  thing  ftill 
quiet,  the  boats  were  all  gone,  I  began  to  think,  becaufe  I 
fee  none  a  coming  they  thought  the  men  were  all  off,  I 
queftioned  how  many  men  were  upon  the  point,  fome  laid 
1  50,  we  judged  about  100  or  i  20, 1  told  them  I  would  fee 
if  any  boats  were  coming,  rowed  off  and  heard  feveral  boats 
rowing,  went  to  them  and  ordered  them  to  haften  to  the 
(hoar  T and  though  I  thought  there  might  be  enough  to  take 
off  all  the  men,  yet  they  fhould  rather  have  too  many  than 
want,  I  told  them  I  would  go  to  the  next  veffels  that  had 
boats  aboard  and  fend  them  away,  which  I  did  wkh  all 
fneed.  Being  now  well  fatisfied  our  men  were  fafe  off,  I 
went  on  board  Sir  William’s  (hip,  I  acquainted  how  mat¬ 
ters  were  toid  him  I  hoped  the  guns  were  off,  for  did  not 
a  fee 
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^ee  them  when  I  came  away  •  he  r  • , 

tioned,  for  the  matter  gunner  had  beenS  he  cluef* 

and  could  no.  give  £c„um 

came  one  of  the  gunners  aboard  A  h  rc  "•  '™'*«eljr 

others,  that  there  was  five  of  the  guns  afhore,  that  they  had 
been  under  water,  but  appeared  when  he  came  awav  rU 
d.d  not  acquaint  Sir  William  nor  myfelf  oTit  rmr  1  H  7 
next  morning,  for  wee  had  come  off  undifeovered,  and 

P,C  was  or  five  hours  time  that  they  might’ been 
eafity  and  fafely  fetcht,  but  that  was  neglefted ;  they  fent 

Jn  tne  morning,  but  then  it  was  too  late.  7  C 

The  i  2th  day  a  council  was  called,  feveral,  but  notalJ 
tne  commanders  aboard,  they  difeourfed  of  landing  at  the 
town,  or  at  OrJeance,  many  of  the  officers  declared  that 
many  o,  their  men  were  fide  and  unfitt  for  fervice  •  how¬ 
ever,  it  was  agreed  that  the  men  ffiould  have  a  day  or  two’s 
time  to  refrefh  themlelves,  and  to  inquire  what  capacity 
wee  were  in  for  a  further  attempt,  and  fome  time  ffiould 
be  fpenton  Monday  m  prayer,  to  feek  God’s  direction,  but 
the  weather  prevented  our  meeting,  and  wee  neceffitated 
to  weigh  and  fall  down  to  Orleance,  many  veflels  drove 
from  their  anchors,  and  were  in  danger  of  being  drove  oa 
upon  the  tovvn  ;  wee  then  fent  afhore  about  our  captives, 
but  winds  and  weather  after  proved  fuch,  as  wee  had  never 
opportunity  to  come  together,  but  the  whole  fleet  were 
fcatcered,  and  fuch  exceeding  hard  cold  and  windy  weather 
fete  in  for  3  weeks  or  a  month  together,  as  I  never  was  ia 
fo  much  together. 

This  narrative  given  into  the  honourable  council  of  the 
Maffachufens,  this  27th  Nov.  1650. 

P.  JOHN  WALLET. 

The 


The  land  army’s  failing,  the  enemy’s  too  timely  in¬ 
telligence,  lyeing  g  weeks  within  3  days  fail  of  the  place, 
by  reafon  whereof  they  had  opportunity  to  bring  in  the 
whole  ftrength  of  their  country,  the  fhortnefs  of  our  am¬ 
munition,  our  lsje  fetting  out,  our  long  paffidge,  and 
many  fick  in  the  army,  thefe  may  be  reckned  as  fome  ot 
the  reafons  of  our  difappointment. 

a*,  ,  '  Jt  *. 

Some  queifion  our  courage^  tnat  wee  proceeded  no 
further;  as  things  were  circumftanced,  others  would  a 
queftioned  our  prudence,  if  wee  had  ;  were  it  a  faint,  it 
was  the  aft  of  a  council  of  warr ;  we  muft  undergoe  the 
cenfures  of  many  i  In  the  mean  time,  our  coniciences  doe 
not  accufe  us,  neither  are  we  molt,  yea  allmoft  all,  of  us, 
afraid  or  afhamed  to  aniwer  our  aftions,  before  any  that, 
can  or  (hall  call  us  to  an  account  for  the  fame,  nor  un¬ 
willing  to  give  any  farther  fatisfa&ion  to  any  reafonable 

men  that  fhall  defire  it. 

John  Walley* 

Bofton,  the  27th Nov.  1630, 
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